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GENERAL  REPORT. 


The  following  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  comprises  the 
general  work  of  the  Board  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1898, 
and  of  the  special  work  relating  to  food  and  drug  inspection  during 
the  same  period,  also  of  that  which  relates  to  water  supply  and 
sewerage  for  the  calendar  year  1898. 

The  first  portion  of  the  volume,  paged  in  Roman  numerals,  con- 
tains a  condensed  account  of  the  work  done  under  the  provisions  of 
the  laws  defining  the  duties  of  the  Board. 

The  regular  work  of  the  Board  is  performed  mainly  under  the 
provisions  of  three  separate  acts  and  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  their  execution,  —  an  organic  act  of  1869,  establishing  the  Board ; 
an  act  for  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs,  of  1882  ;  and  an  act  for 
the  protection  of  the  purity  of  inland  waters,  of  1886,  with  the  amend- 
ments to  these  acts. 

The  second  part  of  the  report,  paged  in  Arabic  figures,  contains 
the  fuller  details  of  the  work  of  the  Board,  under  the  acts  relating 
to  water  supply  and  sewerage,  food  and  drug  inspection  and  the 
general  acts  relating  to  the  work  of  the  Board. 
The  following  members  comprised  the  Board  in  1898  :  — 


Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman. 


Frakk  W.  Draper. 
HiBAH  F.  Mills. 
JiMES  W.  Hull. 


Gerard  C.  Tobet. 
Charles  H.  Porter. 
Julian  A.  Mead. 


No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  membership  of  the  Board  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Br.  Charles  P.  Worcester  died  Oct.  9,  1898,  after  ten  years  of 
service  as  assistant  analyst  and  as  chief  analyst  of  the  Board  in  its 
department  of  food  and  drug  inspection. 
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The  character  of  Dr.  Worcester  as  a  chemist  was  recognized 
throughout  the  Commonwealth  as  of  the  highest  order.  He  was 
careful,  thorough  and  painstaking  in  every  line  of  his  official  duty, 
and  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  ^11  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
In  the  laboratory,  in  court,  in  his  daily  relations  with  men,  he  im- 
pressed every  one  with  the  absolute  sincerity,  honesty  and  trust- 
worthiness of  his  character.  In  his  deatK  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth  has  sustained  an  irreparable  lofss. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


\ 


The  year  1898,  as  indicated  by  definite  information  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Board,  was  notable  for  its  greater  freecK)m  from  epidem- 
ics than  any  other  year,  with  one  or  two  exceptwns,  in  the  past 
half-century.  So  far  as  can  be  learned  at  the  dat44)f  writing  this 
report,  the  death-rate  of  the  State,  which  has  usujdly  varied  but 
little  from  19.5  per  1,000  during  the  past  twenty-live  years,  fell 
to  less  than  18  in  1898.  The  most  notable  factor  in  this  im- 
provement appears  to  have  been  the  decrease  in  the  mortality  from 
certain  infectious  and  preventable  diseases,  and  especially  from  diph- 
theria, scarlet-fever  and  consumption. 

The  tendency  of  legislation  in  regard  to  the  management  and  con- 
trol of  those  infectious  diseases  to  which  human  beings  are  liable  is 
usually  toward  a  better  protection  of  the  public  health.  The  laws 
of  to-day  are  much  more  specific  and  definite  than  those  which  were 
enacted  in  the  early  half  of  the  century. 

Even  as  late  as  the  publication  of  the  volume  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  in  1882,  no  specific  legal  mention  was  made  of  the 
diseases  now  known  as  diphtheria^  scarlet  fever^  typhoid  fever  or 
measles.  The  principal  terms  employed  in  the  statutes  before  that 
date  to  denote  infectious  diseases  were  the  words  small-pox  (P.  S., 
chap.  80,  §§2,  82,  83,  and  chap.  86,  §  25),  plague  (P.  S.,  chap. 
80,  §§  40,  44),  hydrophobia  (P.  S.,  chap.  102,  §  83).  The  more 
indefinite  terms  having  relation  to  the  same  subject,  ^^  other  diseases 
dangerous  to  the  public  health"  (P.  S.,  chap.  80,  §§2,  75,  78,  79, 
etc.),  *«an  infectious  distemper"  (P.  S.,  chap.  80,  §  68),  **  severe 
epidemic"  (P.  S.,  chap.  80,  §  14),  **  articles  capable  of  conveying' 
infection"  (P.  S.,  chap.  80,  §  18),  placed  in  the  power  of  locaL 
health  authorities  considerable  latitude  of  interpretation. 
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During  the  past  sixteen  years  additional  and  more  specific  laws 
have  been  enacted  for  the  restriction  of  the  spread  of  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever  (1884,  chap.  98,  §  1 ;  1885,  chap.  198,  §  1 ;  1890,  chap. 
102 ;  1891,  chap.  188),  typhoid  fever  (1883,  chap.  124,  §  2),  syphi- 
lis (1891,  chap.  420,  §§   1,  2),  measles  (1898,  chap.  496,  §  11). 
By  the  laws  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  Cattle  Commission  the 
diseases  known  as  tuberculosis,  glanders  and  rabies,  common  to  man 
and  to  animals,  are  also  recognized ;  and  by  the  statute  authorizing 
the  establishment  of  a  State  Hospital  for  Consumptives  provision  is 
also  made  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of  persons  suffering  with 
consumption,  now  properly  classed  among  the  infectious  diseases. 
It  has  been  the  custom,  in  each  of  the  reports  of  the  past  twelve 
years,  to  present  a  condensed  statement  relative  to  the  prevalence 
of  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  having  special  reference  to  those 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  statutes. 

Small'pox. 

Although  small-pox  prevailed  quite  generally  in  many  of  the 
eastern  and  central  States  of  the  Union  during  1898,  Massachusetts 
fortunately  escaped  with  a  very  small  number  of  outbreaks,  and 
among  those  attacked  there  were  fortunately  no  deaths  in  1898. 

The  entire  number  of  cases  reported  to  the  Board  during  the 
year  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  138  of  the  Acts  of  1883  was 
twelve.  These  occurred  in  two  outbreaks,  nearly  a  year  apart,  the 
latter  in  a  paper-mill  village. 

Early  in  January  a  young  man  employed  in  Greenfield  took  a 
pleasure  trip  of  several  hundred  miles,  returning  to  Greenfield  soon 
afterward.  He  was  then  boarding  in  a  hotel  near  the  railroad  sta- 
tion, where  he  w^as  taken  ill  with  what  proved  to  be  small-pox  in  a 
modified  form.  Two  other  young  men  had  access  to  his  room  dur- 
ing his  illness,  and  before  the  character  of  the  disease  had  been 
made  known  with  certainty.  These  tw'o  young  men  were  also  taken 
ill,  and  all  three  were  sent  to  a  temporary  hospital.  The  hotel  was 
closed  to  the  public  and  its  inmates  were  quarantined.  General 
vaccination  was  ordered.  The  persons  attacked  were  seen  by  the 
secretary  of  the  State  Board,  and  the  cases  w'ere  pronounced  to  be 
small-pox.  One  other  case  occurred  in  another  part  of  the  town  in 
March  and  also  one  in  Westfield  in  February,  the  cause  of  the  latter 
being  unknown. 
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During  tiw  month  of  Murh  three  cases  occurred  in  the  Reform- 
atory for  WmneD  at  Sberboro,  all  of  them  being  colored  womeD 
emplored  id  the  Imoodiy,  where  the  clothing  of  persons  living  out- 
aide  of  the  prison  was  washed  and  ironed.  It  was  also  known  that 
the  yoGB?  man  referred  to  as  Xo.  1  in  the  accompaoriog  table,  and 
who  lired  at  Greenfield,  was  acquainted  with  one  of  the  o£Scers  of 
the  prison,  and  had  risited  there  daring  the  winter  months. 

The  second  attack,  at  Russell,  occurred  in  a  paper-mill  town,  the 
first  perstm  attacked  being,  as  is  often  the  case,  an  operative  who 
wa£  employed  in  the  ng-sorting  room  of  the  mill.  The  next  per- 
sons attacked  were  her  child  and  ber  nephew. 


Cmu  «/  SmaU-pox  reporttd  lo  Ute  Sialt  Board  ^  BtaOi  in  1898  under  the  Pro- 
viiitmi  of  Outlier  138  of  lite  AeU  <f  1893. 


Uli| 


,|ir 


I  Confd  at  nfomutory. 
f  i  Xiac  f  •«■  ■«<i 


In  paper-mill  towns  the  appearance  of  small-pox  does  not  ordi- 
narily produce  as  much  disturbance  in  the  community  as  it  does  in 
other  towns,  since  it  is  a  matter  of  more  common  occurrence  in  such 
towns.  Its  source  is  usually  the  rags,  which  have  come  from  some 
infected  place,  or  family  in  which  small-pox  existed.     A  law  such 
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as  exists  in  England,  providing  that  the  wilful  sale  of  rags,  clothing 
or  other  material  worn  by  or  used  in  connection  with  persons  who 
have  suffered  with  small-pox  shall  be  regarded  as  a  criminal  offence, 
and  liable  to  a  penalty,  would  probably  afford  additional  protection 
against  small-pox. 

In  most  cities  and  towns  the  occurrence  of  one  or  more  cases  of 
small-pox  creates  much  alarm  and  consternation  in  the  community, 
—  a  fact  which  is  due  mostly  to  the  rarity  of  its  occurrence,  since 
there  are  many  other  diseases  of  common  occurrence  which  are 
more  fatal  and  more  dangerous,  and  less  amenable  to  the  ordinary 
means  employed  for  the  prevention  of  disease.  Fortunately,  vacci- 
nation has  in  the  past  century  shorn  this  disease  of  its  terrors,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  the  thoroughly  vaccinated  nation  or  people  enjoys 
an  immunity  from  this  disease  that  is  not  known  in  unvaccinated 
communities.  As  an  illustration  of  this  fact,  the  German  nation 
presents  an  example  of  a  thoroughly  vaccinated  people.  The  Ger- 
man law  enacted  in  1874  requires  that  every  child  shall  be  vacci- 
nated before  the  September  of  the  year  following  its  birth.  All 
scholars  in  public  and  private  schools  must  be  vaccinated  in  their 
twelfth  year. 

The  following  figures,  from  the  most  recent  report  received  from 
the  Imperial  Board  of  Health  of  Germany,  are  significant  of  the 
protection  afforded  by  this  law.  Almost  the  only  deaths  which 
now  occur  in  Germany  are  those  of  persons  who  have  brought  the 
disease  with  them  from  neighboring  countries  across  the  border,  or, 
in  a  few  instances,  infants  who  were  attacked  before  being  vacci- 
nated. 


Deaths  from  Small-pox  per  Million  Inhabitants  in  Certain  Countries  in  1896. 


The  German  Empire,         .        .  .2 

Austria, 17.7 

Switzerland,       .        .        .        .  1.7 

Belgium, 6.7 


France, 117.6 

England, 2.8 

Holland, 14.7 


From  recent  information  received  as  to  the  condition  of  cer- 
tain towns  in  Massachusetts,  it  appears  that  vaccination  is  greatly 
neglected,  and  all  the  conditions  prevail  for  spreading  a  serious  epi- 
demic of  small-pox  whenever  the  infection  of  this  disease  becomes 
implanted  in  such  a  community.  It  is  therefore  far  preferable  to 
provide  the  only  adequate  protection  for  such  communities  at  once 
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by  thorough  vaccination  than  to  await  the  coming  of  an  epidemic 
before  taking  such  measures. 

During  the  year  there  were  repoited  to  the  Board,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Toronto  Interstate  Resolutions  of  1886,  470  cases 
of  small-pox  scattered  throughout  the  country  in  the  following 
States  and  provinces :  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
West  Virginia  and  the  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec.  This 
did  not  comprise  the  whole  number,  since  in  several  instances  the 
number  attacked  was  indefinitely  expressed  (**many"  or  **  sev- 
eral"). Cases  were  reported  in  every  month  of  the  year  except 
August. 

Small-pox  was  also  reported  by  the  United  States  Commissioner 
of  Immigration  at  New  York  as  having  occurred  on  board  the  fol- 
lowing steamers,  bringing  immigrants  destined  for  Massachusetts : 
<'Carlsruhe,"  **  Moravia,"  *' Augusta  Victoria,"  <*  Gallia,"  '<Spaan- 
dam,"  **  La  Normandie"  and  **  Pretoria."  Upon  these  steamers 
there  were  206  immigrants  destined  for  cities  and  towns  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Upon  receipt  of  definite  information  from  the  Commis* 
sioner  in  regard  to  these  immigrants,  their  names  and  destination 
were  immediately  forwarded  by  the  Board  to  the  health  officers  of 
those  towns  and  cities,  in  order  that  they  might  be  kept  under  sur- 
veillance. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

In  the  reports  of  the  last  four  years  a  table  has  been  introduced 
in  which  were  presented  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates 
from  typhoid  fever  in  each  of  the  cities  of  the  State.  Another  tal)le, 
published  in  the  report  of  1896,  page  779,  showed  quite  conclusively 
that  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  has  diminished  with  consider- 
able uniformity,  as  public  water  supplies  have  been  introduced. 
Another  tal)le  (twenty-ninth  annual  report,  1897,  page  495)  shows 
what  has  been  accomplished  in  reducing  the  death-rate  from  this 
disease  by  improving  the  water  supply  of  a  single  city. 

In  the  following  tables  the  deaths  and  death-rates  from  this  dis- 
ease are  presented  in  groups  of  five  years,  except  those  for  1896, 
1897  and  1898,  which  are  presented  singly :  — 
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The  figures  presented  in  the  foregoing  table  show  that  the  typhoid 
fever  mortality  in  the  cities  of  the  State  has  fallen  from  a  rate  of  8.2 
per  10,000  living  in  the  five-year  period  1871-75  to  3.4  in  the  five- 
year  period  1891-95,  and  still  further  to  2.5  in  the  year  1898,  or 
less  than  one-third  of  its  former  proportions.  With  the  exception 
of  a  very  alight  increase  in  the  period  1881-85,  the  diminution  has 
been  quite  uniform. 

The  death-rate  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  cities  was  slightly  less 
than  that  of  the  previous  year,  2.50  per  10,000  in  1898,  as  com- 
pared with  2.56  in  1897. 

Among  the  ten  cities  having  the  highest  death-rates  from  this 
cause  during  the  three  years.  North  Adams  has  maintained  the  highest 
average.     Beverly  and  Haverhill  held  the  second  and  third  positions 
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for  the  three-year  period,  but  each  of  these  had  improved  since  1896. 
Pittsfieldy  Boston,  Quincy,  Walthara,  Lowell  and  Salem  had  higher 
rates  in  1898  than  those  of  1897. 

Fear  having  been  manifested  during  the  summer  of  1898  lest  the 
returning  of  a  considerable  number  of  troops  from  the  West  Indian 
campaign  and  from  the  various  camps  in  other  States  should  tend 
to  spread  this  disease  at  a  time  when  its  prevalence  is  most  severe, 
the  Board  reissued  its  circular  upon  typhoid  fever,  with  such  mod- 
ifications as  were  deemed  necessary,  as  follows  :  — 


Suggestions  for  the  Prevention  op  Typhoid  Fever. 

[A  CniCULAS  FBOM  THE  STATB  BoARD  07  HbALTH.— REVISED  OOTOBES,   1898.] 

Typhoid  fever  is  an  infectious  disease,  and  a  specific  bacillus  is  con- 
stantly present  in  the  lesions  and  in  the  fecal  discharges. 

Typhoid  fever  prevails  throughout  the  year  in  New  England,  and  is 
QBoally  more  prevalent  in  the  autumn  months  than  at  other  seasons  of  the 
year.  Of  36,012  deaths  from  this  disease,  occurring  in  Massachusetts 
doriog  the  thirty-six  years  ending  with  1896,  19,037,  or  more  than  half, 
occurred  in  the  months  of  August,  September,  October  and  November. 

It  is  common  to  all  ages,  cases  occurring  in  infancy  and  in  old  age.  It 
occurs  more  commonly  in  persons  from  15  to  30  years  of  age  than  in  the 
jOQDger  ages  and  those  of  middle  life.  The  following  figures  represent 
the  death-rates  in  Massachusetts  per  10,000  living  at  each  age  period  dur- 
ing the  twenty  years  ending  with  1895  :  — 


0-5  years, 
5-10  years, 
10-15  years, 
15-20  years, 
20-30  years, 
30-40  years. 


2.29 
2.38 
3.34 
6.82 
6.40 
3.96 


40-50  years, 
50-60  years, 
60-70  years, 
70-80  years, 
Over  80  years. 


2.92 
2.83 
3.77 
5.97 
6.04 


Mode  of  Propagation. 

Typhoid  fever  is  undoubtedly  communicable,  even  from  person  to  per- 
son, though  not  positively  contagious, 'in  the  restricted  sense  of  personal 
contact.  The  infection  of  typhoid  fever  is  conveyed  from  the  sick  to  the 
well  through  the  medium  of  the  fecal  discharges,  and  such  is  the  most 
common  method  of  its  transmission.  The  vehicle  of  communication  may 
be  the  air  or  the  drinking-water,*  more  commonly  the  latter.  Its  convey- 
ance by  food  has  also  been  demonstrated,  especially  by  milk  and  by  several 
species  of  shell-fish.  The  difficulty  of  discriminatiDg  between  water  and 
milk  as  media  of  transmission  in  certain  cases  is  recognized,  especially  in 
Urge  cities. 
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Prevention. 

The  purification  and  protection  of  public  and  private  water  supplies  from 
poUviion  is  one  of  the  best  measures  for  the  prevention  of  this  disease. 
The  Caterham  epidemic,  which  occurred  in  England  in  1878,  in  which  852 
cases  and  21  deaths  followed  the  pollution  of  a  public  water  supply  by  the 
typhoid  excrement  of  a  single  person,  and  more  recently,  the  epidemic  at 
Plymouth,  Pa.,  which  was  still  more  destructive,  and  where  a  similar  origin 
was  distinctly  traced,  were  noted  examples  of  the  pollution  of  public  water 
supplies.  The  continued  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  the  cities  of  this 
State  which  used  the  water  of  the  Merrimack  River  for  domestic  purposes 
furnished  abundant  proof  of  the  mode  of  transmission  of  the  disease  ;  and 
the  results  of  filtration  of  the  public  water  supply  at  Lawrence  also  have 
given  proof  of  the  efficiency  of  this  method  of  purification  as  a  means  of 
its  prevention. 

Single  cases  and  detached  groups  of  cases  are  more  commonly  traced  to 
private  wells  as  their  source,  in  consequence  of  proximity  of  the  wells  to 
cesspools,  vaults,  barn-yards,  pig-styes  and  other  contaminating  sources. 
Hence,  isolated  farm-houses,  thinly  settled  districts,  as  well  as  small  but 
compact  villages,  without  a  public  water  supply,  are  more  liable  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  disease  than  cities  having  a  public  supply.  In  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  five  years  1871-75,  the  number  of  deaths  per  10,000  of 
the  population  from  typhoid  fever  was  8.2.  During  the  five  years  1886-90 
the  death-rate  from  this  cause  had  fallen  to  4.2  per  10,000.  During  this 
time  the  number  of  cities  and  towns  having  public  water  supplies  had  in- 
creased from  20  (1870)  to  137  (1890). 

The  source  of  many  cases  has  been  explained  by  the  large  and  increasing 
numbers  of  people  who  are  in  the  habit  of  visiting  seashore  and  summer 
resorts,  picnic  and  camp  grounds,  where  the  sanitary  conditions  are  of  a 
doubtful  character. 

The  great  value  of  pure  water  supplies  and  efficient  drainage  systems  of 
municipalities  in  the  reduction  of  this  disease  is  shown  by  the  experience 
of  English  cities  and  towns,  in  nearly  all  of  which  a  very  decided  reduction 
in  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  followed  the  introduction  of  such  works.* 

Dviies  of  Local  Authorities  with  Reference  to  Typhoid  Fever, 

1.  To  investigate  the  source  or  origin  of  the  disease,  and  to  take 
measures  to  prevent  the  further  use  of  well  waters  (if  such  be  shown  to 
be  its  mode  or  medium  of  communication),  until  the  source  of  infection  is 
remedied. 

«  Ninth  Report  of  the  Priyy  Coancil,  England,  1866.    Sixth  Annaal  Report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  1875.    Senate  Document  No.  4,  Janoarj,  1896. 
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2.  Isolation  of  the  sick.  While  the  separation  of  the  sick  from  the 
well  is  desirable,  it  is  not  essential  that  the  same  restriction  as  to  inter- 
coarse  should  be  required  as  is  necessary  in  the  case  of  small-pox  or  scarlet 
fever,  since  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  disease  is  conveyed  from  the  sick 
to  the  well  through  the  medium  of  a  third  person. 

3.  Disinfection  of  the  discharges  of  persons  sick  with  the  disease  should  be 
required f  as  well  as  of  vaults  and  other  appliances  used  by  them,  and  also  of 
bedding,  clothing  and  apartments  used  by  the  sick,  especially  when  soiled. 

4.  Notices  of  all  cases  should  be  required  from  attending  physicians  in 
eompliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Statutes.  Such  notice  should 
contain  the  name,  age  and  residence  of  the  patient,  the  name  of  the  disease, 
the  date  of  the  first  visit  and  the  name  of  the  reporting  physician.  Postal- 
cards  or  blank  forms  may  conveniently  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  following  statutes,  which  provide  definite  and 
specific  requirements  in  relation  to  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health  :  — 

[P.  S.,  Chap.  80,  ^  78;  Acts  op  1884,  Chap.  98,  $  1;  Acts  op  1890,  Chap.  102.] 

Wheo  a  householder  knows  that  a  person  within  his  family  or  house  is  sick  of 
small  pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  any  other  infectious  or  contagious  disease 
dangerous  to  the  public  healthy  he  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
board  of  health  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  he  dwells,  and  upon  the  death,  re- 
covery or  removal  of  such  person,  such  of  the  rooms  of  said  house  and  such  of 
the  articles  therein  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  health,  have  been  subjected 
to  infection  or  contagion  shall  be  disinfected  by  such  householder  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  said  board  of  health.  Any  person  neglecting  or  refusing  to  comply  with 
either  of  the  above  provisions  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred dollars. 

[P.  S.,  Chap.  80,  $  79;  Acts  op  1884,  Chap.  98,  §2;  Acts  op  1891,  Chap.  188.] 

When  a  physician  knows  that  a  person  whom  he  is  called  to  visit  is  infected 
with  small  pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  public 
healthy  he  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  in  writing  over  his  own  signature, 
to  the  selectmen  or  board  of  health  of  the  town  ;  and  if  he  refuses  or  neglects  to 
give  such  notice  he  shall  forfeit  for  each  offence  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than 
two  hundred  dollars. 

[Acts  op  1884,  Chap.  98,  ^  3.] 

The  boards  of  health  in  the  several  cities  and  towns  shall  cause  a  record  to  be 
kept  of  all  reports  received  in  pursuance  of  the  preceding  sections ;  and  such 
record  shall  contain  the  names  of  all  persons  who  are  sick,  the  localities  in  which 
they  live,  the  diseases  with  which  they  are  aflfected,  together  with  the  date  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  reporting  any  such  cases.  The  boards  of  health  shall  give 
the  school  committee  immediate  information  of  all  cases  of  contagious  diseases 
reported  to  them  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

[Acts  op  1884,  Chap.  98,  §  4.] 
The  secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  furnish  the  boards  of  health  with 
blank  books  for  the  record  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  as  above  provided. 
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As  an  additional  measure  in  the  same  direction,  the  Legislature  of  1898 
enacted  the  following  law,  requiring  that  the  contagious  diseases  reported 
to  the  local  boards  of  health  shall,  in  turn,  be  reported  by  them  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health :  — 

[Acts  of  1893,  Chap.  302.] 

(1)  When  the  board  of  health  of  any  city  or  town  has  had  notice  of  the  occur- 
rence of  a  case  of  small  pox  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health 
in  such  city  or  town,  such  board  of  health  shall,  within  twenty-four  hours  after 
the  receipt  of  such  notice,  notify  the  8tate  board  of  health  of  the  same. 

(2)  If  the  board  of  health  of  the  city  or  town,  in  which  a  case  of  small  pox  or 
any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health  has  occurred,  refuses  or  neglects 
to  send  a  notice  as  required  in  section  one,  such  city  or  town  shall  forfeit  its  claim 
upon  the  Commonwealth  for  the  payment  of  any  expenses  which  may  be  incurred 
as  provided  in  section  eighty-three  of  chapter  eighty  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

DisinfecHan. 

The  following  are  recommended  as  the  most  efficient  disinfectants  for 
use  in  connection  with  this  disease  :  — 

For  the  Disinfection  of  Excreta.  — A  solution  of  chloride  of  lime,  in  the 
proportion  of  4  parts  of  the  chloride  to  100  of  water  (from  J  to  ^  a  pound 
of  the  chloride  to  a  gallon  of  water) .  Quick-lime  slaked  with  water  in  the 
form  of  common  whitewash  or  milk  of  lime,  liberally  used.  The  mixture 
of  the  disinfectant  with  the  excreta  should  be  thoroughly  stirred,  to  ensure 
contact  with  all  parts  of  the  mass. 

For  the  Disinfection  and  Deodorization  of  Masses  of  Organic  Material  in 
Privy  Vaults^  etc.  —  Chloride  of  lime  in  powder.*  Quick-lime  slaked  with 
water  in  the  form  of  common  whitewash,  or  milk  of  lime,  freely  used. 

For  Clothing  J  Bedding  j  Linen^  etc.  —  Burning,  if  the  articles  are  of  little 
value.  Boiling,  for  at  least  half  an  hour.  Immersion  in  a  solution  of 
bichloride  of  mercury,  of  a  strength  of  at  least  1  part  to  2,000  of  water^ 
for  at  least  four  hours  (one-half  drachm  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury  to  a 
gallon  of  water) .  Immersion  in  a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  carbolic  acid  for 
four  hours  (2^  ounces  of  carbolic  acid  to  a  gallon  of  water). 

For  the  Person^  Hands  or  Other  Portion  of  the  Body  liable  to  be  soiled.  — 
Solution  of  chlorinated  soda,  1  part  to  10  of  water  (1  gill  of  the  solution 
to  2^  pints  of  water).  Solution  of  carbolic  acid,  3  parts  to  100  of  water 
(4  ounces  of  carbolic  acid  to  a  gallon  of  water). 

For  the  Bodies  of  the  Dead.  —  Wrap  in  a  sheet  saturated  with  a  solution 
of  chloride  of  lime,  4  parts  to  100  of  water  (from  }  to  ^  a  pound  of  the 
chloride  to  a  gallon  of  water) ,  or  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  part  to  500  of 
water  (2  drachms  of  bichloride  of  mercury  to  a  gallon  of  water) ,  or  of  car- 

*  The  chloride  of  lime  for  this  purpose  may  be  dilated  with  nine  parts  of  plaster  of  Paris, 
or  the  same  proportion  of  clean,  dry  sand. 
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hc^o  acid,  5  parts  to  100  of  water  (6  ounces  of  carbolic  acid  to  a  gallon  of 
water). 

For  the  Sick  Room^  after  the  Death  or  Recovery  of  the  Patient.  —  The 
washing  of  surfaces  with  a  solution  of  bichloride  of  mercury,  1  part  to 
1,000,  or  of  carbolic  acid,  3  parts  to  100  of  water,  and  the  use  of  formal- 
dehyde as  a  gaseous  disinfectant. 

As  it  has  been  conclusively  demonstrated  that  the  fecal  discharges  of  the 
tick  are  the  chief  vehicle  of  communication  in  this  disease,  their  disinfec- 
tioQ  should  be  carefully  and  thoroughly  performed,  and  especially  should 
care  be  taken  as  to  their  disposal,  so  that  no  portion  of  them  can  gain 
aooess,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  surface  drainage,  percolation,  fil- 
tration or  otherwise,  to  any  water  supply. 

K  the  number  of  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  is  taken  as  an 
index  of  its  prevalence,  there  is  shown  to  have  been  a  slight  in- 
crease over  those  of  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  number  of  cases  reported  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health  in  each  week  from  the  whole  State  during  the 
different  weeks  from  Sept.  1,  1897,  to  Dec.  31,  1897,  and  for  a  cor- 
responding period  of  1898.  This  period  is  selected  as  the  period 
of  the  highest  prevalence  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  period  which 
was  most  liable  to  have  been  influenced  by  the  return  of  troops  from 
the  south. 

The  number  of  cities  and  towns  which  reported  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  in  these  months  of  1897  was  85,  and  those  in  the  correspond- 
ing months  of  1898  were  95.  There  were,  however,  22  cities  and 
towns  which  appear  in  the  list  for  1897  but  not  in  1898,  and  32  in 
1898  which  do  not  appear  in  the  list  of  1897.  This  fact  is  partly 
due  to  a  marked  improvement  in  the  matter  of  reporting  in  1898, 
and  partly  due,  undoubtedly,  to  the  absence  of  the  disease  in  some 
of  the  smaller  towns. 

The  cities  and  towns  reporting  in  1898,  which  reported  in  that  year 
but  not  in  1897,  contained  about  210,000  inhabitants,  and  those 
which  reported  in  1897  but  not  in  1898  contained  about  75,000,  so 
that  the  reporting  population  of  the  later  year  had  about  135,000 
more  inhabitants  than  that  which  reported  in  1897.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  comparison,  therefore,  only  those  places  are  selected  which 
reported  in  both  years,  the  total  population  being  about  one  and 
tiiree-fourths  millions. 

The  reported  cases  in  these  months  in  1897  were  1,076,  and  for 
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the  corresponding  months  in  1898,  1,134.  The  difference  (58)  is 
but  little  greater  than  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  usual  increase  of 
population  in  one  year. 


Reported  Cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  in  Massachusetts  in  September,  October,  Novem- 
ber and  December,  1897  and  1898,  for  the  nearly  Corresponding  Weeks  in 
those  Months, 


For  the  week  ending  — 
Sept.   4,  1807,        .... 

11,1807 

18.1807 

25,1807 

78 
96 
80 

77 

811 

403 
202 

160 

For  the  week  ending  — 
Sept.   3, 1898,        .... 
10, 1898 

17,  loVo,          .          •          ■          . 

24,1898 

Oct.     1, 1898 

0,  low8,           .... 

15, 1898,        .... 

22,  1898 

29,1898 

Not.    5, 1898 

12,  1898 

10,  IBOo,          .... 
26,1898 

Dee.    8, 1898,       .... 

10,1898 

17,1898,        .        .        .        . 

24,  1898 

31,  1898,         .        •         .         • 

Total  for  18  weeks, 

58 
84 
91 
83 

316 

438 

212 

168 

Oct.     2,1807 

0,  1897,          .... 
18,1897,         .        .        .        . 
23,  1897,         .... 
30,  1897,         .... 

72 
97 
89 
83 
62 

05 
87 
100 
75 
72 

Not.    6, 1897,        .... 

18,1897 

20,1897 

27,1897 

57 
54 
48 
43 

57 
61 
53 
41 

Dec.     4, 1897,        .... 

11,1897 

18,1897 

25,1897 

Jan.     1,1898,        .       .        .        . 

34 
40 
32 
26 
28 

25 
46 
86 
56 

5 

•                 • 

•                 • 

ToUl  for  18  weeks, 

1,076 

1,184 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup  are  here  considered  as  identi- 
cal. From  this  cause  nearly  60,000  children  have  been  swept  away 
within  the  past  forty  years ;  but  present  indications  appear  to  show 
that  the  introduction  of  better  methods  of  treatment  are  beginning 
to  limit  the  fatality  of  diphtheria  in  a  manner  which  may  justly  be 
compared  with  the  effect  of  vaccination  upon  the  fatality  of  small-pox 
at  a  period  nearly  a  century  earlier,  and  parents  having  families  of 
young  children  now  feel  a  security  against  these  two  diseases  which 
was  unknown  to  former  generations. 

The  following  condensed  statement,  from  a  later  page  in  this 
report  (see  Section  H.,  of  the  Statistical  Summaries), illustrates  the 
changes  which  have  taken  place  since  the  general  introduction  of 
the  use  of  antitoxin,  and  of  more  systematic  methods  of  diagnosis 
and  disease  notification  :  — 
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Prt-antUoxin  Period. —  1891-94  {Four  Years), 

Reported  cases, 18,832 

Deaths  in  the  same  town, 3,768 

Fatality  (per  cent), 28.8 

Antitoxin  Period,  — 1895-98  {Four  Years), 

Reported  cases, 28,740 

Deaths, 4,446 

Fatality, 16.6 

Consumption. 

The  classification  of  diseases  which  was  conventionally  adopted 
by  the  medical  profession  of  Massachusetts  nearly  a  half-century 
ago  was  that  which  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  William  Farr,  and  pre- 
sented at  a  statistical  congress  which  met  in  Paris  in  1855.  But, 
I  while  the  classification  as  employed  in  England,  where  it  originated, 
;  has  undergone  careful  revision  every  ten  years,  and  appears  in  the 
report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  that  of  Massachusetts 
has  never  been  carefully  revised,  and  is  now  entirely  out  of  date, 
tod  not  in  accord  with  the  progress  of  medicine.  The  almost 
meaningless  term  **  zymotic"  is  still  retained;  and  under  the  term 
*' constitutional,"  which  also  has  little  significance,  the  diseases 
known  as  *' tubercular "  are  still  retained. 

Tuberculosis  or  consumption  is  a  disease  regarding  which  so  much 
has  been  learned,  both  by  observation  and  by  experiment,  during 
the  past  quarter  of  a  century  or  more,*  as  to  make  it  a  necessity  to 
transfer  it  to  the  group  of  diseases  known  as  '*  infectious." 

One  of  the  most  noticeable  points  in  regard  to  this  disease,  not 
only  in  Massachusetts  but  almost  everywhere,  where  records  are 
kept,  is  its  steady  and  uniform  decrease  from  year  to  year. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  1806,  page  787,  a  table  was 
presented  showing  steady  diminution  in  the  relative  incidence  of  this 
disease  upon  the  population,  from  a  death-rate  of  4,272  per  million 
inl853  to  2,194  in  1895,  while  the  records  of  1896  and  1897  and 
the  partial  returns  which  have  already  been  received  for  1898  indi- 

*  Dr.  H.  I.  Bowdltch,  the  firit  cbairman  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  exprcseed  his  belief  in 
the  infectious  character  of  consumption  as  early  as  1864,  and  still  more  deddedlj  in  1869. 
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cate  a.  still  further  decrease.  The  causes  of  this  remarkable  change 
are  undoubtedly  of  a  similar  character  with  those  which  have  affected 
nearly  the  entire  class  of  infectious  or  preventable  diseases  ;  namely, 
a  better  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  art  of  prolong- 
ing life,  a  growing  appreciation  of  the  value  of  sanitary  measures, 
as  shown  in  the  better  organization  and  equipment  of  local  health 
authorities,  and  the  more  vigorous  enforcement  of  those  measures 
which  are  essential  to  success  in  the  campaign  against  infectious 
diseases. 

Another  means  which  has  recently  been  adopted  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  special  State  hospital  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of 
persons  afflicted  with  tuberculosis, — a  plan  which  has  already  been 
followed  in  other  States,  and  one  which  has  the  advantage  of  isolat- 
ing the  consumptive  from  the  crowded  populations  in  which  he  has 
been  living,  and  placing  him  under  conditions  where  he  will  have 
better  treatment  than  he  could  have  at  home,  and,  in  addition,  will 
not  constitute  a  danger  to  the  community. 

These  conditions  are  such  as  will  undoubtedly  favor  the  contin- 
uous lessening  of  the  mortality  from  tuberculosis  in  the  future. 

Dysentery. 

Mention  was  made  in  the  report  of  last  year  (page  xvii)  of  the 
reappearance  of  dysentery  during  1896  and  1897.  In  neither  of 
these  years,  however,  did  the  disease  assume  such  destructive  pro- 
portions as  were  experienced  in  the  early  periods  of  registration, 
from  1845  to  1875.  In  the  matter  of  locality,  also,  its  recent  preva- 
lence has  been  extremely  limited,  the  greater  number  of  cities  and 
towns  having  experienced  no  increase  of  the  disease. 

The  only  instance  in  which  the  Board  was  called  upon  to  investi- 
gate its  prevalence  was  at  Leominster,  during  the  winter  of  1897 
and  1898.  The  seasonal  prevalence  was  here  unusual,  the  epidemic, 
if  it  could  properly  be  called  an  epidemic,  having  occurred  in  winter, 
and  not  in  summer,  its  usual  season  of  prevalence.  The  cases 
occurred  chiefly  in  January  and  February,  1898. 

The  early  symptoms  in  most  of  the  cases  resembled  those  of  in- 
fluenza, but  none  of  the  characteristic  bacilli  of  influenza  were  found 
on  examination.  No  common  source  of  the  disease  could  be  found. 
Examinations  of  the  water  and  milk  were  made,  without  avail.  The 
water  supply  of  the  town  is  one  of  more  than  ordinary  purity. 
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The  foUowiog  conclusions  are  from  the  report  of  Dr.  O.  Richard- 
80D,  who  made  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  excreta  in  several 
of  the  cases  of  persons  who  were  ill :  — 

It  is  evident  that  the  bacilltLS  Colt  Communis  mast  have  been  a  predomi- 
oftnt  organism  in  the  intestines  of  the  individuals  attacked  with  this 
"epidemic  dysentery/'  as  the  cultures,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few 
coloDiea  of  Cocci,  were  pure  cultures  of  this  organism.  The  organism  is 
dnracterized  by  its  very  rapid  growth  in  bouillon,  with  the  formation  of  a 
scam  over  the  surface  of  the  medium  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  by  its 
motility,  which  is  greater  than  this  organism  usually  possesses.  The  inter- 
esting fact  in  regard  to  the  organism,  however,  is  its  virulency.  Three 
guinea  pigs  were  killed  from  two  doses  of  20  minims  each  and  one  from  a 
doee  of  10  minims  of  pure  bouillon  culture  of  the  organism.  They  all  died 
within  twenty-four  hours  after  inoculation,  from  septicaemia. 

There  were  no  deaths  in  this  epidemic,  so  that  the  direct  connection 
of  this  organism,  as  cause  for  it,  could  not  be  made,  owing  to  lack  of 

aatopsies. 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  law  requiring  physicians  to  report  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
to  the  local  authorities  was  enacted  in  1827,  but  it  was  practically 
inoperative  until  within  the  past  twenty  years  ;  partly  on  account  of 
its  indefinite  phraseology  and  partly  in  consequence  of  a  general 
indifference  to  the  importance  of  public-health  measures. 

This  law  was  amended  in  1884  by  introducing  the  words  ''diph- 
theria and  scarlet  fever,"  and  later  by  another  amendment  requiring 
a  written  notice  signed  by  the  attending  physician. 

Still  later  it  was  required  that  the  local  board  of  health  should 
notify  the  State  Board  of  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  disease  danger- 
ous to  the  public  health.  The  summary  of  the  results  of  the  opera- 
tion of  this  law  will  be  found  in  the  Statistical  Summaries,  Sec- 
tion III. 

The  operation  of  this  law  has  proved  of  much  value,  since  it  has 
given  early  notice  of  the  prevalence  of  epidemics  to  the  State  Board 
and  has  thus  enabled  the  Board  to  trace  the  origin  and  cause  of  such 
epidemics  while  they  were  still  in  progress,  and  in  some  instances  to 
take  measures  which  have  prevented  their  further  spread. 

It  is  diflScult  to  estimate  the  exact  degree  of  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law  requiring  notification  to  be  made.  Local  boards 
of  health  throughout  the  State  began  to  appreciate  the  usefulness  of 
notification  as  early  as  1890  or  1891,  and  subsequent  legislation  has 
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still  further  lent  its  assistance  in  improving  this  important  measure 
for  preventing  the  spread  of  disease. 

Another  condition,  which  has  already  been  alluded  to  in  these 
reports,  is  the  organization  of  an  Association  of  Boards  of  Health, 
which  meets  at  stated  intervals  and  gives  excellent  opportunity  to 
local  health  authorities  to  meet  each  other  to  consider  the  value  of 
sanitary  measures,  and  to  strengthen  each  other  in  the  adoption 
of  new  and  more  efficient  modes  of  combating  the  different  forms 
of  infectious  disease  which  are  constantly  occurring  not  only  in 
densely  settled  communities,  but  also  in  a  more  limited  manner 
in  the  rural  districts. 

The  number  of  notices  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  received  at 
the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in  compliance  with  the  law 
of  1893,  had  increased  from  15,595  in  1894  to  27,925  in  1897.  We 
are  not,  however,  to  understand  that  this  means  a  nearly  twofold 
increase  in  the  prevalence  of  these  diseases  in  the  State,  since  the 
yearly  prevalence  of  certain  diseases  is  extremely  variable.  The 
number  of  cases  of  measles  reported  in  1897,  for  example,  was  more 
than  twice  as  great  as  those  reported  in  1896. 

It  is  also  difficult  to  select  anv  sino^le  disease  as  an  index  of  the 
extent  to  which  notification  is  made,  by  a  comparison  of  the  number 
of  notified  cases  with  the  actual  deaths  which  occurred  as  known 
from  the  registration  of  the  cities  and  towns. 

The  recognized  modification  which  has  taken  place  in  the  mor- 
tality from  diphtheria  vitiates  the  calculation  so  far  as  that  disease  is 
concerned,  and  the  irregularity  in  the  annual  death-rate  from  scarlet 
fever  and  especially  from  measles  also  similarly  affects  any  estimate 
in  regard  to  those  diseases. 

Typhoid  fever,  however,  is  a  disease  which  has  presented  a  much - 

more  uniform  though  steadily  diminishing  death-rate.     In  order 
eliminate  the  effect  of  epidemic   years,  we  have  selected   the  tw< 
years  1891  and  1892,  and  the  two  years  1896  and  1897  for  com- 
parison. 

The  number  of  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  cities  an< 
towns  in  which  notification  was  enforced  in  1891  and  1892  was  4,306..^ 
The  number  in  such  towns  in  1896  and  1897  was  5,167  (see  pagc^ 
629,  twenty-ninth  annual  report,  1897). 

The  number  of  actual  registered  deaths  from  this  cause  in  th^^ 
State  in  1891  and  1892  was  1,648 ;  but  in  1896  and  1897  it  was  onlyi* 
1,330.     The  reported  cases  in  1891  and  1892  were,  therefore,  onl}.^ 
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2.6  times  as  many  as  the  actual  deaths,  while  in  1896  and  1897  they 
were  3.9  times  as  many  (the  ratio  of  4,306  to  1,648,  and  of  5,167 
to  1,330).  But  the  actual  ratio  of  cases  to  deaths  from  the  average 
statement  of  many  observers  is  about  6  to  1,  the  fatality  being  about 
15  to  18  per  cent. 

The  ratio  of  3.9  to  2.6  (or  about  50  per  cent,  greater)  may  be 
taken  therefor  approximately  as  the  improvement  in  notification  in 
comparing  the  two  periods  in  question.  But  not  until  this  ratio 
approaches  nearly  to  a  ratio  of  five  or  six  fold  in  the  case  of  typhoid 
fever  can  the  work  of  notification  be  regarded  as  complete. 

Baoteriologioal  Department. 

The  bacteriological  department  of  the  Board  was  organized  in 
1894  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  study  of  infectious  diseases 
and  for  aiding  local  boards  of  health  in  cities  and  towns  where  the 
maintenance  of  a  laboratory  is  impracticable. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  comprised  several  different  lines 
or  branches :  — 

1.  The  production  of  antitoxin,  which  has  included  the  prepara- 
tion of  12,491  packages  in  the  year  ended  March  31,  1899. 

2.  The  examination  of  1,591  cultures  of  matter  suspected  of 
containing  germs  of  diphtheria. 

3.  The  examination  of  414  specimens  of  material  suspected  of 
containing  the  bacilli  of  tuberculosis. 

4.  The  examination  of  slides  of  blood  of  patients  living  in  mala- 
rial districts. 

5.  Examination  of  blood  of  typhoid  patients. 

6.  Preparation  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  tetanus  antitoxin 
for  use  in  several  cases  scattered  throughout  the  State. 

7.  A  comparative  study  of  the  bacillus  of  tuberculosis  in  man 
*0d  animals. 

8.  Studies  upon  the  toxin  of  diphtheria. 

By  means  of  the  organization  of  this  department  the  Board  has 
^^itiated  and  carried  into  effect  a  plan  by  which  every  part  of  the 
^tate,  from  Berkshire  to  Cape  Cod,  has  been  directly  benefited. 

The  production  of  antitoxin  has  been  continued  throughout  the 
i^€ar,  and  it  has  been  distributed  to  every  city  and  town  from  which 
^^lls  for  this  valuable  therapeutic  agent  have  been  received.  The 
lessening  of  the  fatality  from  diphtheria  can  be  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained in  no  other  way  than  by  the  extensive  and  thorough  use  of 
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antitoxin,  which  has  been  encouraged  and  promoted  by  its  free  du 
tribution.  Fuller  details  upon  this  subject  may  be  found  on  late 
pages  of  the  report. 

The  examinations  which  have  been  made  to  determine  the  chai 
acter  of  material  sent  to  the  Board  from  patients  suffering  wit 
symptoms  of  diphtheria,  tuberculosis,  malarial  fever  and  other  dis 
eases  have  rendered  substantial  service  to  local  boards  of  health  an( 
physicians  throughout  the  State  by  making  the  diagnosis  of  diseas 
more  certain,  and  thus  dispelling  the  doubts  which  often  hinder  th 
efficient  work  of  sanitary  authorities. 

The  Board  has  established  places  of  deposit  in  the  cities  and  larg 
towns  for  supplies  of  antitoxin,  culture  tubes  and  sputum  jars  s< 
that  they  may  be  obtained  for  immediate  use. 

On  account  of  the  rarity  of  cases  of  tetanus  and  the  consequen 
small  demand  for  tetanus  antitoxin,  no  special  mention  was  made  ii 
the  report  of  last  year  of  the  fact  that  the  Board  had  kept  constantly 
on  hand  a  supply  of  serum  for  immediate  use,  and  it  is  doubtfu 
whether  the  limited  demand  for  this  serum  would  warrant  the  con 
tinuance  of  its  production. 

In  consequence  of  this  limited  and  irregular  demand  the  distribu 
tion  was  iQade  direct  from  the  laboratory.  This  serum  should  b< 
furnished  only  on  condition  that  full  detailed  reports  of  its  use  are  re- 
turned to  the  Board  as  soon  as  possible.  In  consequence  of  the  greal 
variety  of  lesions  which  lead  to  the  occurrence  of  tetanus,  the  varia- 
tions in  the  period  of  incubation  and  in  the  severity  of  the  symptoms 
it  has  not  been  deemed  best  to  issue  a  formulated  series  of  questions 
but  to  allow  each  observer  to  state  the  case  in  his  own  language. 

Supplies  of  tetanus  serum  have  been  furnished  to  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Hospital  as  follows :  — 

In  April,  1898, 1,000  cubic  centimeters. 

In  June,  1898, 2,720 

In  July,   1898 800 

In  Sept.,  1898, 900      " 

In  Nov,  1898 1,000 


tt  it 

tt  tt 


To  the  Boston  City  Hospital. 

In  July,  1897, 860  cubic  centimeters. 

In  Aug.,  1897, 860 

In  Sept.,  1897, 600 

In  May,    1898, 200 

In  June,  1898, 140 

In  Sept ,  1898, 500 


tt  (( 

ti  t( 

tt  .4 

It  it 

tt  »fc 


1899.]  PUBLIC  DOCUMENT  — No.  34.  xxvii 


To  WaUham  EospUal. 
In  Aug.,  1898, 700  cubic  centimeters. 

To  Salem  Hospital. 

In  April,  1898, 200  cubic  centimeters. 

In  Jan.,    1899, 620      '' 


II 


To  Lowell  Hospital, 
In  Feb.,  1899, 500  cubic  centimeters. 

To  the  Board  of  Health  of  Marblehead. 
In  Aug.,  1898, 600  cubic  centimeters. 

To  the  Hospital  Ship  "  Bay  Stale:' 
In  July,  1898, 1,380  cubic  centimeters. 

To  Private  Physicians  in  Brookline  and  Boston. 
In  July  and  Dec,  1898, 2,200  cubic  centimeters. 

Applications  having  been  made  from  parties  living  outside  of  the 
State  for  the  products  of  this  laboratory,  it  should  be  stated  that  the 
Board  has  no  authority  to  supply  such  products  to  citizens  of  other 

States. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  80  of  the  Public  Statutes  certain 
noxious  aud  offensive  trades  (slaughter-houses,  rendering  estab- 
lishments or  other  trades  attended  by  **  noisome  and  offensive 
odors")  are  made  amenable  to  the  action  of  the  court  and  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health.  The  local  board  of  health  has  the  power 
to  assign  places  for  carrying  on  such  business,  or  may  prohibit  the 
exercise  of  such  trades. 

It  is  also  necessary  for  persons  carrying  on  such  trades  to  obtain 
a  license  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen  or  from  the  selectmen,  and 
under  a  recent  law  this  license  must  be  renewed  annually. 

The  State  Board  has  also  jurisdiction  in  such  cases  upon  a  petition 
for  a  hearing,  and  may  '*  order  any  person  to  cease  and  desist  from 
carrying  on  such  trades  "  if  in  its  judgment  the  public  health  or 
comfurt  or  convenience  so  require. 

No  petitions  have  been  received  by  the  State  Board  for  its  action 
or  interference  under  this  statute  since  1894,  such  cases  having 
usually  been  settled  by  the  local  boards  of  health. 
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Food  and  Drug  Inspection. 

This  important  department  of  the  work  of  the  Board  has  now  been 
conducted  without  interruption  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years,  and 
when  the  results  of  the  first  and  last  years'  work  are  compared,  a 
decided  improvement  is  apparent  in  the  quality  of  the  food  supply 
of  the  State. 

A  great  loss  was  sustained  during  the  past  year  in  the  death  of 
the  chief  analyst  in  this  department,  Dr.  Charles  P.  Worcester. 

The  work  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year  comprises  the  exami- 
nation of  10,797  samples  of  food  and  drugs,  of  which  number  15,247 
were  samples  of  milk  obtained  by  the  inspectors  in  different  parts  of 
the  State. 

The  total  number  of  samples  collected  and  examined  since  the 
beginning  of  the  work  under  the  food  and  drug  acts  is  97,950,  of 
which  number  51,198  were  samples  of  milk. 

The  number  of  prosecutions  conducted  during  the  year  ended 
Sept.  30,  1898,  was  64,  of  which  number  62  resulted  in  conviction. 

The  details  of  the  work  of  this  department  may  be  found  at  page 
677. 

Health  of  Towns. 

With  the  exception  of  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts  is  the  most 
densely  settled  State  in  the  Union,  its  population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1895,  having  an  average  density  of  a  little  more  than  300 
per  square  mile.  It  had,  by  the  same  census,  39  cities  and  towns 
each  having  a  population  of  more  than  10,000,  and  more  than  80  per 
cent,  of  its  population  were  living  in  towns  of  more  than  5,000  in 
each. 

Such  a  degree  of  density  and  the  consequent  aggregation  of  the 
people  in  close  proximity  are  usually  accompanied  with  an  increase 
in  the  existence  of  unsanitary  conditions,  nuisances  and  in  the  preva- 
lence of  infectious  diseases,  unless  great  pains  are  taken  by  the  local 
authorities  to  counteract  these  depressing  conditions  by  the  vigorous 
application  of  sanitary  measures.  It  is  a  matter  of  congi*atulation 
that  the  death-rate  of  Massachusetts  has  not  increased,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  its  density  of  population  has  doubled  in  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  another  quarter  of  a 
century  of  sanitation  and  another  doubling  of  the  population  will 
find  the  death-rate  the  same  as  at  present. 
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Constant  improyements  in  sanitary  methods  are  being  made,  but 
there  is  abundant  room  for  more.     It  is  desirable  that  local  boards 
of  health  and  the  State  Board  should  work  together  as  far  as  possible 
for  the  common  good.     In  those  cities  and  towns  where  facilities  for 
careful  investigation  are  not  accessible,  the  State  Board  can  supply 
tlie  means  for  sanitary  investigation,  which  its  well-equipped  labora- 
tories and  experts  furnish.     For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  facilitat- 
ing the  investigation  of  sanitary  questions  in  cities  and  towns,  and 
of  aiding  the  work  of  local  health  authorities,  the  State  Board  has 
oi^nized  a  new  department  of  health  of  towns  and  of  correspond- 
ence with  local  boards  of  health,  and  has  appointed  Dr.  F.  L.  Morse 
u  its  medical  and  sanitary  inspector,  who  will  have  his  office  at  the 
State  House,  and  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  will  be  ready  to 
assist  the  local  health  officers  of  cities  and  towns  in  making  such  in- 
vestigations as  may  be  necessary,  especially  in  regard  to  the  preven- 
tion of  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases. 


Manual  of  Health  Laws. 

Beginning  with  1882,  the  Board  has  issued  at  intervals  a  compila- 
tion of  statutes  relating  to  public  health  which  had  been  enacted  up 
to  the  date  of  publication. 

At  first  this  compilation  was  issued  about  once  in  four  years,  but 
the  demand  for  it  has  considerably  increased  in  consequence  of  the 
wider  range  of  topics  included  in  its  pages.  Its  chief  use  is  as  a 
manual  for  reference  for  local  boards  of  health  and  other  sanitary 
officials,  but  the  increasing  importance  attached  to  the  legislation 
relative  to  water  supplies,  systems  of  sewerage,  pollution  of  streams, 
food  and  drug  inspection,  the  registration  of  vital  statistics  and  other 
special  sanitary  topics  has  created  a  much  greater  demand  for  the 
manual  than  had  heretofore  existed. 

In  addition  to  the  laws  contained  in  it,  the  manual  also  presents  a 
digest  of  all  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  upon  sanitary  ques- 
tions up  to  the  date  of  its  publication.  It  also  contains  the  regu- 
lations of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  regard  to  food  and  drug 
inspection,  and  a  digest  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  State  Board 
under  the  general  laws  relating  to  health. 

The  edition  of  1897  was  very  soon  exhausted,  and  another  has 
been  issued  containing  the  additional  health  statutes  of  1897  and 
1898.     The  last  editions  have  been  stereotyped. 
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Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

The  operations  of  the  Board  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375 
of  the  Acts  of  the  year  1888,  entitled  '*  An  Act  to  protect  the  purity 
of  inland  waters  and  to  require  consultation  with  the  State  Board  of 
Health  regarding  the  establishment  of  systems  of  water  supply, 
drainage  and  sewerage,"  have  increased  considerably  over  those  of 
previous  years,  and  have  formed  a  very  large  share  of  the  official 
work  of  the  Board. 

The  portion  of  the  work  which  comprises  the  advice  of  the  Board 
to  cities  and  towns,  under  the  provisions  of  section  3  of  this  act  and 
under  the  provisions  of  acts  of  the  Legislature  requiring  special 
action  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  approval  of  plans  of  water  supply 
and  sewerage,  together  with  the  action  of  the  Board  upon  various 
petitions  for  the  taking  of  land  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of 
sewage  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  law  of  1890,  chapter  124, 
has  already  been  reported  to  the  Legislature  in  Senate  Document 
No.  4,  and  the  abstracts  of  replies  of  the  Board  are  also  given  in 
this  report,  pages  4-128. 

During  the  year  1898,  75  applications  were  officially  made  to  the 
Board  for  its  advice  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  referred  to,  or 
for  the  approval  of  plans  of  water  supply  and  sewerage,  or  the  taking 
of  land,  making  in  all  583  such  applications  since  the  beginning  of 
this  work  in  1886.  In  connection  with  many  of  these  matters  the 
Board  has  given  public  hearings  in  cases  where  hearings  were  required. 

The  examinations  of  public  water  supplies  and  rivers  have  been 
continued  as  in  former  years,  and  many  samples  of  water  from  the 
sources  of  public  water  supply  in  the  State  and  from  many  of  the 
rivers  have  been  analyzed  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Board  in  the  State 
House.  The  year  1898  was  one  of  extraordinary  rainfall  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  the  effect  of  the  pollution  of  streams  has  not  been  as 
noticeable  as  in  drier  seasons.  The  chemical  analyses  of  the  public 
water  supplies  and  rivers  are  presented  in  the  usual  form,  excepting 
that  in  some  cases,  especially  of  ground  waters  which  changed  but 
little  in  character  during  the  year,  only  an  average  of  the  results  of 
analyses  is  presented.  A  limited  number  of  biological  examinations 
have  also  been  given  in  cases  where  these  analyses  are  of  special 
importance  in  judging  of  the  character  of  a  water. 

The  usual  tables  of  water  supply  statistics  are  given,  showing  the 
number  of  towns  supplied  and  the  quantity  of  water  used  in  cities 
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and  towns  where  the  quantity  is  measured,  together  with  a  summary 
of  the  records  of  rainfall  and  flow  of  streams  which  are  necessary  in 
considering  the  results  that  are  presented  of  analyses  of  water  sup- 
plies and  rivers.  One  of  the  tables  presented  shows  the  population 
of  cities  and  towns  having  public  water  supplies  and  cities  and  towns 
which  are  not  provided  with  such  supplies.  From  an  examination 
of  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cities  and  towns  which  are  pro- 
vided with  public  water  supplies  contain  over  90  per  cent,  of  the  total 
population  of  the  State ;  and  while  in  many  cases  the  public  water 
supply  is  not  available  to  all  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  or  town, 
the  table,  nevertheless,  gives  a  fair  indication  of  how  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  people  of  the  State  depend  for  their  supply  of  water 
upon  public  water  works. 

The  results  of  the  investigations  carried  on  at  the  Lawrence  Ex- 
periment Station  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  and  various  kinds 
of  manufacturing  wastes,  as  well  as  the  filtration  of  water,  are  pre- 
sented as  usual.  The  continuance  of  these  experiments  has  furnished 
much  new  and  useful  information  upon  the  practicability  of  purify- 
ing sewage  at  rapid  rates  and  with  various  materials,  which  is  of 
value  in  many  sewage-disposal  problems,  where  land  suitable  for  the 
purification  of  sewage  cannot  be  obtained.  A  considerable  portion 
of  the  work  at  the  station  during  the  year  has  consisted  of  the  in- 
vestigation, by  means  of  experiments,  of  proposed  plans  for  the 
purification  of  sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  concerning  which 
reliable  information  is  not  available. 

Investigations  as  to  lead  poisoning  by  the  use  of  water  drawn 
through  lead  service  pipes  and  the  action  of  water  on  pipes  of  lead  and 
other  metals  have  been  carried  on  through  the  year,  and  in  the  present 
report,  Mr.  H.  W.  Clark,  chemist  of  the  Board,  presents  the  results 
of  these  investigations  and  the  methods  used  in  analyzing  the  water. 

In  several  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  some  of  them  con- 
taining a  large  population,  works  for  the  purification  of  sewage  by 
intermittent  filtration  through  beds  of  sand  and  gravel  have  now  been 
in  successful  operation  for  several  years,  and  the  results  of  analyses 
of  sewage  and  effluent  from  these  systems  have  been  presented  in  the 
annual  reports  of  the  Board  from  time  to  time.  During  the  year 
1898  a  much  more  thorough  examination  of  the  various  systems  has 
been  made  than  before,  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  practical 
working  of  these  systems.  The  results  of  these  investigations  are 
presented  by  the  engineer  of  the  Board. 
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Lead  Poisoning. 

Investigations  as  to  the  action  of  water  of  various  public  water 
supplies  upon  pipes  of  lead  and  other  metals  used  in  the  conveyance 
and  distribution  of  water  have  been  continued,  and,  as  already  indi- 
cated, a  description  of  the  results  of  the  investigations  and  the 
methods  of  analysis  used  are  presented  in  a  paper  by  the  chemist  of 
the  Board.  It  has  been  found  that  many  waters,  when  brought  into 
contact  with  lead  services,  as  in  lead  distribution  pipe,  dissolve  lead 
from  the  pipes,  and  the  water  thus  becomes  dangerous  to  those  who 
drink  it.  While  the  quantity  of  lead  dissolved  may  be  small,  and  a 
single  dose  might  not  seriously  harm  the  user  of  the  water,  the  con- 
tinued use  of  water  containing  lead  is  harmful,  because  lead  is  a 
cumulative  poison.  The  exact  amount  of  lead  which  may  be  taken 
into  the  system  without  producing  harm  is  not  definitely  known 
and  may  vary  with  different  people,  but  it  is  known  that  the  contin- 
uous use  of  water  containing  quantities  of  lead  as  small  as  .05  of  a 
part  per  100,000,  or  about  ^  of  a  grain  per  gallon,  has  caused  seri- 
ous injury  to  health. 

Attention  has  already  been  called  in  previous  reports  to  the 
occurrence  of  lead  poisoning  in  the  towns  of  Kingston,  Milford 
and  Fairhaven. 

In  addition  to  these  places,  many  cases  of  a  serious  character  have 
been  reported  from  the  city  of  Lowell  among  persons  using  the  city 
water,  and  several  communications  have  been  addressed  to  the 
authorities  of  this  city  with  reference  to  abandoning  the  use  of  lead 
pipes. 

The  Board  is  continuing  its  investigations  upon  this  subject,  and 
hopes  that  any  appearance  of  similar  trouble  in  other  places  may  be 
reported  to  it  without  delay. 

Private  wells,  even  more  than  public  water  supplies,  are  subject 
to  the  same  danger  when  lead  pipe  is  used  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
drinking  water.  Several  instances  of  this  character  have  come  to 
the  notice  of  the  Board  in  the  past  year. 

The  history  of  the  harmful  effects  of  lead  pipes  upon  well  waters 
has,  in  this  country,  been  closely  connected  with  the  city  of  Lowell. 

In  the  year  1842  a  special  committee  of  this  city,  appointed  at  the 
instance  of  its  leading  physicians,  made  a  report  upon  the  subject, 
and  the  committee  noted  with  especial  emphasis  the  readiness  with 
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which  the  Lowell  ground  waters  dissolve  lead  in  dangerous  quan- 
tities, and  warned  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  against  the  use  of  lead 
pipes  for  the  conveyance  of  drinking  waters. 

So  far  as  we  know,  this  public  document  of  the  city  of  Lowell  is 
the  earliest,  as  it  is  one  of  the  best,  statements  of  the  peculiar  danger 
from  the  unnecessary  use  of  lead  pipe. 

The  symptoms  of  chronic  lead  poisoning,  such,  for  example,  as 
are  liable  to  ensue  after  the  continuous  use  of  water  containing  small 
qoaDtities  of  lead,  are  as  follows  :  — 

The  symptoms  are  usually  slow  in  their  progress.  There  is 
Qsoally  a  rapidly  developing  anaemia,  with  a  consequent  anaemic 
pftUor  of  the  skin.  There  is  often  constipation  and  indigestion,  with 
a  feeling  of  depression  at  the  outset.  Then  there  may  be  a  loss 
of  appetite,  an  unquenchable  thirst,  a  constant  unpleasant  metallic 
taste,  and  a  foul  odor  in  the  breath.  The  countenance  becomes  dull 
and  appears  anxious.  There  is  rarely  any  fever  and  the  pulse  is 
nsoally  natural.  The  respiration  is  often  rapid.  There  is  frequently 
abdominal  hardness  and  pain,  the  pain  increasing  as  the  case  pro- 
gresses, colic  being  the  most  common  symptom.  But  little  urine  is 
osnally  passed,  and  there  is  dysuria. 

Far  more  commonly,  lead  paralysis  is  manifested.  It  may  occur 
after  a  single  attack  of  chronic  lead  poisoning,  but  is  more  often  the 
result  of  a  series  of  attacks,  and  occasionally  occurs  without  being 
preceded  by  any  attack.  The  upper  extremities,  and  especially  the 
extensor  muscles,  are  most  commonly  attacked,  those  of  the  hand 
and  forearm  first  suffering. 

The  chief  diagnostic  sign  is  the  blue  line  upon  the  gums  at  the  mar- 
gin of  the  teeth.  This  is  due  to  the  formation,  in  the  capillaries  of  the 
gums,  of  sulphide  of  lead.  It  is  not  invariably  present.  The  presence 
of  lead  in  the  urine  constitutes  a  valuable  diagnostic  symptom. 

In  mild  cases  the  prognosis  is  usually  favorable  when  the  exciting 
cause  has  been  removed.  But  in  severe  cases,  and  especially  where 
paralysis  exists  as  a  consequence  of  lead  poisoning,  the  injury  may 
be  permanent,  and  occasionally  proves  fatal. 
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KouTiNE  Work  op  the  Board. 

During  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1898,  the  Board  held  meetings 
at  least  once  in  each  month.  Meetings  of  such  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees as  were  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  business  were  also 
held  from  time  to  time,  as  well  as  joint  sessions  with  such  other 
boards  or  commissions  as  were  prescribed  by  the  Legislature. 

The  office  of  the  Board  has  been  open  throughout  the  year,  as 
prescribed  by  the  Public  Statutes,  chapter  21,  section  10,*  for  the 
transaction  of  its  authorized  business. 

Advice  has  been  very  frequently  given  at  the  office  and  by  mail 
to  local  boards  and  to  individuals  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters,  and 
many  visits  have  been  made  by  the  secretary,  the  engineers  and 
other  experts  to  cities  and  towns  for  the  purpose  of  making  investi- 
gations and  giving  advice. 

The  bacteriological  work  undertaken  by  the  Board  for  the  benefit 
of  such  communities  in  the  State  as  possessed  no  facilities  for  such 
methods  of  investigation  and  diagnosis,  together  with  the  produc- 
tion and  distribution  of  antitoxin  for  the  treatment  and  prevention 
of  diphtheria,  has  very  materially  increased  the  work  of  the  office, 
which  acts  as  a  general  and  central  station  for  the  distribution  of 
antitoxin  and  of  the  various  culture  tubes,  receptacles  and  other 
means  employed  for  the  diagnosis  of  disease. 

The  work  of  antitoxin  production  especially  had  more  than  doubled 
since  the  previous  year,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  upon 
antitoxin  production. 

The  statistics  of  mortality  compiled  from  the  weekly  postal-card 
returns  from  the  registering  authorities  of  cities  and  towns  have  been 
published  weekly  during  the  year  in  the  form  of  a  bulletin,  which 
also  contains,  once  in  each  month,  a  report  of  the  work  done  in  the 
line  of  food  and  drug  inspection,  together  with  the  prosecutions  made 
under  the  food  and  drug  acts,  and  other  important  information  rela- 
tive to  the  work  of  this  department.  In  addition  to  these  items  there 
is  also  published  in  the  same  bulletin  a  weekly  report  of  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  by  the  local  boards  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  302  of  the 
Acts  of  1893. 

*  Office  hours,  9  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
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The  laboratories  for  water  analysis  and  for  food  and  drug  inspec- 
tion are  located  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  State  House ,  the  former  at 
Boom  502  and  the  latter  at  Koom  501 ,  each  of  which  is  open  during 
the  usual  working  hours. 

The  following  table  presents  certain  statistical  data  relative  to  the 
routine  work  of  the  Board  :  — 

Statistical  Table  fob  the  Year  ending  Sept.  30,  1898. 

Whole  number  of  samples  of  foods  and  drugs  examined  during  the  year,  10,797 

Samples  of  milk  examined  (included  in  the  foregoing),  ....  6,247 
Whole  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  since  beginning 

of  work  in  1883 97,690 

Wliole  number  of  samples  of  milk  examined  since  beginning  of  work 

in  1883, 61,198 

Namber  of  prosecutions  against  offenders  during  the  year,     ...  64 

Number  of  convictions  during  the  year, 62 

Amoant  of  fines  imposed  during  the  year, 12,060  98 

Namber  of  packages  of  antitoxin  issued  to  cities  and  towns,*         .        .  12,491 
Number  of  bacterial  cultures  made  for  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  in 

cities  and  towns,* 1,691 

Number  of  examinations  made  for  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,*        .        .  414 
Number  of  examinations  of  blood  made  for  diagnosis  of  malarial  infec- 
tion,*          132 

Number  of  notices  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  received  and  recorded 

under  the  provisions  of  chapter  302,  Acts  of  1893,t  ....  14,331 
Number  of  postal  card  returns  of  mortality  for  cities  and  towns  received 

and  recorded,! 1|953 

Number  of  annual  reports  of  cities  and  towns  received  under  the  pro- 

Tisions  X  of  Acts  of  1894,  chapter  218,t 88 

Force  employed  in  general  work  of  Board  at  central  office.  State  House ;  — 

Secretary, 1 

Clerks, 2 

Messenger, 1 


Total, 


4 


Force  employed  at  central  office,  State  House,  Boston,  for  food  and  drug 

inspection,  chemists  and  assistants, 2 

At  Amherst, 1 

Inspectors, 4 


Total, 

*  For  the  year  ending  March  31,  1899.  f  For  the  calendar  year  1898. 

X  Tomif  haying  a  popalation  of  over  6,000  inhabitants  in  each. 
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Force  employed  at  laboratory  (Bussey  Institute)  :  — 

Pathologist, 1 

Assistants, 3 

4 
Under  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  376,  Acts  of  1888. 

Applications  for  advice  from  cities,  towns  and  others :  — 

Relating  to  water  supply, 38 

Relating  to  ice  supply, 6 

Relating  to  sewerage  and  drainage, 22 

Relating  to  pollution  of  streams, 9 

Total, 75 

Number  of  samples  of  water  examined  chemically  and  microscopically 

at  the  laboratory.  Room  502,  State  House, 3,458 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  and  effluent  from  sewage  purification 

works  examined  chemically  at  the  laboratory,  Room  502,  State  House,  626 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  and  water  examined  chemically  and 

bacterially  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 2,171 

Number  of  samples  of  sand  examined  chemically  and  bacterially  at  the 

Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 610 

Number  of  samples  of  sand  examined  mechanically  at  the  Lawrence 

Experiment  Station, 610 

Additional  samples  examined  bacterially  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment 

Station, 6,770 

Total  number  of  samples  examined, 14,245 

Force  employed  at  central  office :  — 

Chief  engineer, 1 

Assistant  engineers, 4 

Stenographers  and  clerks, 2 

Messenger, 1 

—  8 

At  laboratory.  Room  502,  State  House :  — 

Chemists, 1 

Assistant  chemists, 4 

Biologist, 1 

—  6 

At  Lawrence  Experiment  Station :  — 

Chemists, 2 

Bacteriologists, 2 

Other  assistants  and  laborers, 4 

—  8 

Total  ordinary  force  employed  under  chapter  375,  Acts  of  1888,      .  22 

Total  ordinary  force  in  all  departments, 37 
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The  namber  of  applications  for  advice  under  the  provisions  of  the 
acts  relating  to  water  supply  and  sewerage,  received  since  July, 
1886,  when  these  acts  first  went  into  operation,  is  a  follows :  — 


1886 
1887 


1889 
1890 
1891 
1892, 
1893 


8 
22 
28 
38 
23 
53 
56 
51 


1894 53 

1895, 52 

1896, .65 

1897, 59 

1898, 75 

Total, 583 


Recommendations  . 

The  following  recommendation  was  made  to  the  Legislature  at 
the  beginning  of  the  session  of  1899  :  — 

The  Board  recommends  the  continuance  of  its  investigations  now  being  car- 
ried on,  as  authorized  by  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888. 

For  this  purpose,  and  to  make  the  necessary  investigations  in  order  to 
advise  cities,  towns,  corporations  and  individuals  in  regard  to  the  best 
methods  of  assuring  the  purity  of  intended  or  existing  water  supplies  and 
the  best  method  of  disposing  of  sewage,  and  to  carry  out  the  other  provi- 
sions of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  the  Board  estimates  that  the  sum 
of  130,000  will  be  required. 

Expenditures. 

The  expenditures  in   1898   under   the  foregoing   appropriations 
were  as  follows :  — 


General  Expenditures  Sept.  30,  1897,  to  Sept,  30,  1898, 

Salaries, f  5,599  75 

Travelling  expenses, 628  95 

Stationery 385  48 

Printing 1,185  73 

Books,  subscription  and  binding, 424  64 

Advertising, 24  15 

Express  charges, 192  14 

Extra  services, 272  77 

Messenger  services, 80  00 

Postage  and  postal  orders, 421  98 

Telephone  and  telegraph  messages,          ....  79  00 

Typewriting  supplies, 7  85 

Special  investigations,       .        .        .        . '      .        .        .  780  39 

Amount  carried  forward, 19,982  88 
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Amount  brought  forward, 19,988  88 

FrintiDg  report  upon  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,      .        .       1,580  29 

Expense  of  collecting  samples  of  water, ....  19  59 

Sundry  ofQlce  supplies  and  incidental  expenses,       .        •         220  65 

111,753  36 

ExpendUurts  at  BacleriologiccU  Laboratory, 

Salaries, 12,478  84 

Travelling  expenses, 25  52 

Purchase  of  animals, 28  12 

Board  of  horses, 1,255  62 

Food  for  animals, 72  94 

Apparatus,  chemicals  and  laboratory  supplies,        .        .  1,424  52 

Express  charges, 13  35 

Ice, 9  80 

Postage, 1  96 

Stationery, 3  95 

Rental  of  telephone, 168  00 

Telegrams, 1  00 

5,478  62 

Total 117,231  98 


Expenses  under  Chapter  376  of  Acts  of  1888  {Protection  of  Purity  of  Inland 

Waters)  for  Calendar  Year  1898. 

Salaries,  including  wages  of  laborers  at  Lawrence    Experiment 

Station, 124,052  02 

Apparatus  and  materials, 2,305  83 

Rent  of  Lawrence  Experiment  Station, 150  00 

Travelling  expenses, 1,617  31 

Express  charges, 877  41 

Use  of  tools  and  office,  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,       .        .        .  216  97 

Books,  stationery  and  drawing  materials, 411  64 

Maps  and  blue  prints, 125  48 

Postage  stamps, 41  00 

Printing 184  44 

Messengers,  telegrams  and  telephone  messages,         ....  17  56 

Total, 129,999  66 


For  Food  and  Drug  Inspection  for  Year  ending  Sept.  30,  1898. 

Salaries  of  analysts $4,595  00 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 4,000  00 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples, 1,838  83 

Apparatus  and  chemicals, 299  48 

Amount  carried  forward, f  10,733  31 
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Amount  brought  forward^ 110,733  81 

Ftinting, 20  34 

Index  cards, 27  60 

Special  investigation, 14  94 

Special  services  (milk  case), 10  00 

Extra  services  for  inspection, 164  00 

Services  (cleaning  laboratory), 82  00 

Bottles  and  stoppers, 10  21 

Sondry  small  supplies, 10  38 

Total, $11,062  68 
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JAMES  W.  HULL, 
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ADVICE  TO  CITIES  AND  TOWNS. 


Under  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  entitled 
'*  An  Act  to  protect  the  purity  of  inland  waters,  and  to  require  con- 
sultation \\4th  the  State  Board  of  Health  regarding  the  establishment 
of  systems  of  water  supply,  drainage  and  sewerage,"  the  Board  is 
required 

"  from  time  to  time  to  consult  with  and  advise  the  authorities  of  cities  and 
towns,  or  with  corporations,  firms  or  individuals  either  already  having  or 
intending  to  introduce  systems  of  water  supply,  drainage  or  sewerage,  as 
to  the  most  appropriate  source  of  supply,  the  best  practical  method  of 
assuring  the  purity  thereof  or  of  disposing  of  their  drainage  or  sewage, 
having  regard  to  the  present  and  prospective  needs  and  interests  of  other 
cities,  towns,  corporations,  firms  or  individuals  which  may  be  affected 
thereby.  It  shall  also  from  time  to  time  consult  with  and  ad\'i8e  persons 
or  corporations  engaged  or  intending  to  engage  in  any  manufacturing  or 
other  business,  drainage  or  sewage  from  which  may  tend  to  cause  the  pol- 
lation  of  any  inland  water,  as  to  the  best  practicable  method  of  preventing 
Buch  pollution  by  the  interception,  disposal  or  purification  of  such  drainage 
or  sewage :  provided^  that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  such  consultation  or  advice,  or  of  experiments  made  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  act.  All  such  authorities,  corporations,  firms  and  individuals 
are  hereby  required  to  give  notice  to  said  Board  of  their  intentions  in  the 
premises,  and  to  submit  for  its  advice  outlines  of  their  proposed  plans  or 
schemes  in  relation  to  water  supply  and  disposal  of  drainage  and  sewage  ; 
and  all  petitions  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  introduce  a  system  of 
water  supply,  drainage  or  sewerage  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the 
recommendation  and  advice  of  the  said  Board  thereon." 

During  the  year  1898  the  Board  has  given  its  advice  to  the  follow- 
ing cities,  towns,  corporations  and  individuals  who  have  applied  for 
such  advice  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  act  of  1888,  or  under 
special  acts  relating  to  water  supply  and  sewerage. 

Replies  were  made  during  the  year  to  applications  made  from  the 
following  sources  for  advice  relative  to  water  supply  :  Agawam  (Mit- 
tineague),  Arlington  (the  Bobbins'  Spring  Water  Company),  Bil- 
lerica  (two  replies),  Cheshire,  Cohassot,  Enfield,  Fairhaven,  Groton, 
Harvard,  Haverhill,  the  Gale  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company  of  Haver- 
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hill,  the  l)oard  of  health  of  Haverhill  ^vith  reference  to  the  Whittier 
wells,  Hinghain  (two  replies),  Hudson,  Huntington,  Lawrence, 
Lenox,  the  Lyman  School  for  Boys  (in  Westborough) ,  Lynn, 
Marblehead,  Medford,  Natick,  Needhani,  North  Andovor  (two  re- 
plies), Xorthtield,  Pepperell  (two  replies),  Rowley,  Sheffield,  South 
Hadley,  AVarehani,  Weston,  West  Springfield  (four  replies).  Whit- 
man, Whitman  (the  Commonwealth  Shoe  and  Leather  Company), 
Wilmington. 

Replies  were  made  during  the  year  relative  to  sewerage  and  sew- 
age disposal,  in  answer  to  applications  from  the  following  sources : 
Andover  (two  replies),  Attleborough,  Brockton  Hospital  Company, 
Concord,  Danvers  (trustees  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital),  Gloucester, 
Hatfield,  Hingham,  Holyoke,  Lee,  Leicester,  Lexington,  Long- 
meadow  (two  replies),  Ludlow,  Marlborough,  the  Metropolitan  Sew- 
erage Commission,  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  (relative  to  the 
sewage  disposal  of  Clinton),  Northampton,  Southbridge,  Springfield 
(two  replies),  Wakefield  (two  replies)  and  Wales. 

Replies  were  also  made  to  the  authorities  of  certain  cities  and 
towTis,  relative  to  the  pollution  of  ponds,  streams  and  other  bodies 
of  water,  as  follows :  Arlington,  Falmouth,  Middleborough,  North- 
borough,  Rhode  Island  (the  State  Board  of  Health),  Westborough, 
Winchester  and  Woburn. 

Replies  were  also  made  to  the  authorities  of  certain  cities  and 
towns  relative  to  ice  supplies,  as  follows :  Acton,  North  Adams 
(two  replies),  Holyoke,  Lexington  and  Worcester. 

The  Board  was  requested  to  examine  a  certain  proposed  locatioa 
for  a  public  institution  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  101  of  the 
Acts  of  1886,  section  4 ;  and,  wliile  this  subject  is  not  embraced, 
directly  in  the  proWsions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  ques— 
tions  of  water  supply  and  sewerage  are  involved  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  is  deemed  proper  to  include  the  matter  in  this  report. 

Water  Supply . 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during" 
the  i^ftst  year,  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  water 
supply :  — 

AoAWAM  (Mittineaguo) .     An  application  was  received  Sept.  30, 
1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  proposed  water 
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supply  for  a  portion  of  the  village  of  Mittineague  in  the  town  of 
AgHwam.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Nov.  4, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Sept.  30,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  water  sup- 
ply for  a  portion  of  the  village  of  Mittineague  in  the  town  of  Agawam,  the 
scarce  of  supply  mentioned  being  a  spring  near  the  southwesterly  side  of 
the  village. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers 
iDd  has  cansed  a  sample  of  the  water  of  the  proposed  source  to  be  analyzed. 
The  results  of  the  analysis  show  that  the  water  is  soft,  nearly  colorless,  and 
of  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  domestic  water  supply,  and  the  souirce 
is  not  exposed  at  the  present  time  to  danger  of  pollution  by  sewage. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  proposed  source  will 
yield,  the  Board  is  unable  with  its  present  information  to  form  a  definite 
opinion,  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  will  be  sufficient  to  supply  the  number 
of  people  which  you  state  you  propose  to  supply  with  water  from  this  source. 

It  is  important,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  surface  water  be  kept 
cot  of  the  spring  or  well  in  which  the  spnng  water  is  collected  ;  and,  since 
a  ground  water  such  as  this  will  deteriorate  rapidly  if  exposed  to  light,  it 
is  unportant  that  the  spring  and  any  distributing  reseri'oir  or  tank  that  may 
be  used  in  connection  with  the  works  be  covered  so  as  to  exclude  the  light. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  source  is  a  suitable  and  appropriate 
one  from  which  to  take  water  to  supply  the  domestic  needs  of  the  portion 
of  Mittineague  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  the  water. 

Arlington  (the  Robbins'  Spring  Water  Company).  An  appli- 
cation was  received  Oct.  4,  1898,  from  the  Robbins'  Spring  Water 
Company  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  best  practicable 
method  of  protecting  the  purity  of  the  springs  belonging  to  the 
company.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Nov.  4,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Oct.  4,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  as  to  the  best  practicable  method  of  protecting  the 
purity  of  certain  springs  in  Arlington,  accompanied  by  a  plan  showing 
the  location  of  the  springs  and  their  surronndings.  You  also  state  that 
the  springs  supply  water  to  some  twenty-five  houses  in  Arlington,  and  that 
^ater  from  the  springs  is  also  sold  from  teams  to  families  in  Arlington, 
Cambridge  and  Boston.  It  appears  that  there  are  seven  springs  in  all,  but 
that  the  water  in  two  of  them  is  not  supplied  or  sold  for  drinking. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers, 
*nd  samples  of  the  water  from  the  springs  which  are  used  to  supply  water 
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for  drinking  and  other  domestic  purposes  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of 
these  analyses  show  that  the  water  of  four  of  the  springs  was  of  good  qual- 
ity at  the  time  that  the  examination  was  made,  though  there  was  evidence 
that  some  of  the  water  had  at  some  time  been  polluted  and  subsequently 
thoroughly  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground.  The  water  of  the 
remaining  spring,  numbered  4  on  the  plan,  contained  a  small  quantity  of 
ree  ammonia,  contained  a  larger  quantity  of  chlorine  and  nitrates  than  was 
iound  in  the  water  of  any  of  the  other  springs,  and  the  hardness  also  was 
somewhat  greater.  The  poorer  quality  of  the  water  from  this  spring  may 
possibly  have  been  partially  due  to  the  manner  of  collecting  the  sample, 
since  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  water  should  not  be  of  as 
good  quality  as  that  of  spring  No.  5,  which  is  located  close  by. 

A  portion  of  the  area  from  which  the  water  of  the  springs  appears  to  be 
derived  is  controlled  by  your  company,  but  other  portions  are  not  so  con- 
trolled ;  and  there  are  already  a  few  dwelling-houses  within  the  apparent 
water-shed  of  the  springs,  and  these  lands  are  liable  to  be  used  for  build- 
ing purposes  before  many  years.  The  region  appears  to  be  building  up 
rapidly;  and,  if  the  number  of  dwelling-hoases  in  the  region  above  the 
springs  and  from  which  their  supply  is  derived  increases,  and  sewage  is 
disposed  of  by  discharging  it  into  or  upon  the  ground,  it  is  probable  that 
the  sewage  would  unfavorably  affect  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  springs, 
and  possibly  render  it  unsafe  for  drinking. 

The  town  is  provided  with  a  sewerage  system,  however ;  and,  if  all  sew- 
age is  removed  from  houses  in  the  territory  in  question  by  discharging  it 
into  the  sewers,  the  danger  of  pollution  of  the  springs  would  be  greatly 
reduced,  especially  if  the  sewers  are  made  tight,  or  are  laid  below  the  level 
of  the  ground  water. 

The  best  method  of  protecting  the  purity  of  the  spring  water  would  be 
for  the  company  to  acquire  control  of  the  land  above  the  springs  within  the 
area  from  which  the  water  of  the  springs  is  apparently  derived,  and  prevent 
its  occupation  for  building ;  and,  if  it  is  feasible  to  do  so,  the  Board  would 
advise  that  the  control  of  the  land  be  secured  by  the  company,  and  that  it 
be  kept  free  from  buildings. 

It  is  important  that  the  springs  be  kept  covered,  so  as  to  exclude  the 
light  and  to  keep  out  such  contamination  as  might  be  thrown  into  them, 
and  surface  water  should  also  be  carefully  excluded. 

BiLLERiCA.     The  water  commissioners  of  Billerica  applied  to  the 
Board,  Dec.  10,  1897,  for  its  advice  under  the  general  act  of  1888, 
chapter  375,  and  the  special  act  of  1897,  relating  to  a  water  supply 
for  the  town.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

Jan.  27,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Dec.  17,  1897,  an 
application  for  the  advice  of  the  Board,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  375 
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of  the  Acts  of  1888  and  chapter  471  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  with  reference  to 
a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town  of  Billerica,  in  which  you  state  that 
it  is  proposed  to  obtain  a  supply  of  ground  water  from  land  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Concord  River,  known  as  the  Hutchins  Meadow,  by  means  of  a 
large  well,  supplemented  when  necessary  by  tubular  wells,  or  by  the  use 
of  tubular  wells  alone.  You  also  submitted  the  results  of  your  investiga- 
tions of  this  territory  by  means  of  tubular  test  wells,  and  the  results  of 
pamping  tests  made  by  connecting  several  wells  with  a  steam  pump,  and 
pomping  from  them  for  a  period  of  several  days.  During  these  tests  sam- 
ples of  the  water  drawn  from  the  wells  collected  by  you  and  by  agents  of 
the  Board  have  been  analyzed. 

The  first  pumping  test  was  begun  on  November  15  and  continued  until 
November  24,  seven  wells,  numbered  11,  12,  13,  42,  49,  48  and  26,  being 
connected  with  the  pumps.  During  the  whole  of  this  test  the  water  drawn 
appears  to  have  had  a  strong  odor  of  sulphuretted  or  carburetted  hydrogen, 
which,  however,  disappeared  very  quickly  when  the  water  was  exposed  to 
the  air ;  and  the  analyses  showed  the  presence  of  iron  in  considerable 
quantity,  a  small  amount  of  which  precipitated  out  of  the  water  on  stand- 
ing. In  view  of  this  condition,  and  the  probability  that  the  quantity  of 
iron  would  increase  with  continued  pumping  of  such  a  quantity  of  water  as 
would  be  necessary  to  supply  the  town  of  Billerica,  the  suggestion  was 
i&ade  that  you  continue  your  investigations,  to  determine  whether  it  was 
feasible  to  obtain  in  this  neighborhood  water  that  was  free  from  iron. 

Subsequently,  on  December  3,  a  second  test  was  begun  by  pumping 
from  a  group  of  seven  wells,  numbered  12  (a),  22,  24,  25,  53,  34  and  52, 
sitaated  at  the  southerly  side  of  the  meadow,  a  short  distance  south-west  of 
those  first  connected  with  the  pump.  This  test  was  continued  from 
December  3  to  December  11,  water  being  pumped  during  this  period  at 
the  rate  of  about  430,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  Analyses  of 
samples  of  water  collected  at  frequent  intervals  through  this  test  showed 
that  it  was  soft,  free  from  odor,  nearly  colorless,  and  contained  only  an 
insignificant  amount  of  iron,  and  that  it  was  in  other  respects  of  excellent 
quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

The  wells  from  which  the  last  test  was  made  were  located  as  stated 
&bove,  at  the  southerly  side  of  the  meadow  ;  and,  while  some  of  them  are 
not  far  distant  from  the  wells  used  in  the  previous  test,  which  were  nearly 
*ll  located  in  the  meadow,  the  quantity  of  iron  present  showed  no  tendency 
to  increase  during  the  test.  It  is  very  desirable,  however,  in  selecting  the 
^nal  location  of  the  collecting  works,  to  place  them  at  as  great  a  distance 
*8  is  feasible  from  the  places  where  the  ground  water  is  found  to  contain 
^  excess  of  iron. 

The  daily  quantity  of  water  pumped  during  each  of  these  tests  was  much 
m  excess  of  the  quantity  that  is  likely  to  be  needed  for  the  supply  of 
Billerica;  but,  while  the  tests  have  shown  that  water  could  be  pumped 
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freely  from  the  ground  in  large  quantities  at  this  season  of  the  year,  when 
the  ground  is  full  of  water,  the  yield  is  likely  to  be  much  smaller  in  the 
summer  season,  when  the  water  in  the  river  and  in  the  ground  in  its 
vicinity  is  lower,  and  when  water  is  being  pumped  constantly  for  the  sup- 
ply of  the  town.  Nevertheless,  it  is  probable  that  a  sufficient  supply  of 
good  water  for  Billerica  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  this  locality, 
if  the  works  are  extended  so  as  to  draw  water  from  a  large  area. 

The  tests,  on  the  whole,  indicate  that  a  system  of  collecting  works  in 
this  locality  can  be  so  located  and  arranged  that  a  suitable  water  supply 
for  the  town  of  Billerica  can  be  obtained  at  this  place  ;  and  there  does  not 
appear,  from  your  investigations,  to  be  any  other  available  source  where 
the  conditions  for  obtaining  a  suitable  supply  are  aa  favorable,  unless  at  a 
considerably  greater  expense  for  the  works.  Moreover,  if  works  are  con- 
structed here,  and  the  quantity  of  water  shall  be  found  too  small  at  some 
future  time,  it  will  be  practicable,  without  great  cost,  to  increase  the  sup- 
ply by  filtering  the  water  of  the  Concord  River  through  a  filter  prepared 
for  the  purpose,  or,  perhaps,  by  discharging  it  upon  the  ground,  where  the 
material  is  favorable  for  filtration,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  collecting  works. 

The  Board,  therefore,  advises  and  recommends  that  ground  water,  taken 
from  the  ground  at  the  southerly  side  of  the  Hutchins  Meadow,  proposed 
in  your  application,  is  a  suitable  source  of  supply  for  the  town  of  Billerica. 

Billerica.  A  request  was  received,  May  22,  1898,  from  the 
water  commissioners  of  Billerica,  for  the  opinion  of  the  Board  relar- 
tive  to  the  use  of  lead  service  pipes  in  connection  with  the  public 
water  supply  of  the  town.  The  Board  replied  to  this  request  as 
follows :  — 

JuKB  7,  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  request,  contained  in  a 
letter  of  your  engineer  to  the  chief  engineer  of  this  Board,  for  opinion  rela- 
tive to  the  use  of  lead  service  mains  for  the  distribution  of  the  water  from 
tubular  wells  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  for  the  supply  of  Billerica. 

It  is  not  possible  for  the  Board  to  determine,  without  suitable  tests,  the 
probable  effect  that  this  water  would  have  upon  lead  pipes.  Investigations 
in  regard  to  this  matter  are  now  being  made ;  and  while,  in  some  cases, 
certain  waters  do  not  appear  to  dissolve  lead  from  the  pipes,  in  most  cases 
it  is  found  that  lead  is  taken  up  by  the  water  from  such  pipes,  and  it  has 
been  found  in  some  late  investigations  by  the  Board  that  severe  cases  of 
lead  poisoning  have  been  caused  by  the  use  of  water  from  public  water 
supplies  drawn  through  lead  pipes. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  avoid  the  use 
of  lead  pipe,  either  for  mains  or  services,  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
system  of  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Billerica. 
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Cheshire.  An  application  was  received,  Feb.  7,  1898,  from  the 
Cheshire  Water  Company,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a 
proposed  additional  water  supply  to  be  taken  from  Kitchen  Brook  in 
that  town.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

April  7, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Feb.  7,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply 
for  the  town  of  Cheshire,  which  you  propose  to  take  from  Kitchen  Brook, 
also  called  West  Brook,  in  that  town. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  from  this  source 
to  be  made,  and  finds  that  at  the  present  time  it  is  of  good  quality,  its 
quality  being  about  the  same  as  that  of  your  present  source  of  supply, 
which  is  drawn  from  a  tributary  of  Kitchen  Brook  known  as  Thunder 
Brook.  Whether  its  quality  is  materially  different  at  other  seasons  of  the 
year  from  what  it  was  found  to  be  at  the  present  time,  cannot  be  predicted 
with  certainty,  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  will  be  considerably  harder  in 
the  summer  season.  Its  water-shed,  however,  lies  between  the  water-sheds 
of  Bassett  Brook  on  the  north  and  of  Thunder  Brook  on  the  south ;  and  the 
resalts  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  these  sources,  taken  at  regular 
intervals  through  two  years,  show  that,  while  the  water  becomes  consider- 
ably harder  in  the  summer  season  than  it  is  in  the  early  spring,  the  hard- 
ness has  not  been  excessive,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  quality 
of  the  water  of  Kitchen  Brook  will  not  differ  materially  in  this  respect  from 
that  of  the  other  sources  mentioned. 

The  water-shed  of  Kitchen  Brook,  at  the  point  at  which  water  would 
naturally  be  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  town,  is  much  larger  than  that 
of  Thunder  Brook ;  and,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  its  flow  is  well  main- 
tained in  the  summer  season,  so  that  it  is  probable  that  it  will  furnish  an 
ample  additional  supply  for  the  town;  and,  owing  to  its  situation  with 
respect  to  your  present  source,  it  is  the  most  economical  source  from  which 
an  additional  water  supply  can  be  obtained. 

It  has  not  been  feasible  for  the  Board  to  have  a  thorough  examination 
made  at  this  season  of  the  year  of  the  water-shed  of  the  brook,  with  ref- 
erence to  danger  of  pollution  of  the  water  from  dwelling-houses  thereon ; 
but  a  further  examination  will  be  made  at  a  later  date,  and  the  Board  will 
advise  you  with  reference  to  precautions  that  may  be  necessary  to  avoid 
danger  of  pollution  of  this  source. 

CoHASSET.  An  application  was  received,  March  21,  1898,  from 
the  Cohasset  Water  Company,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  with  ref- 
erence to  a  proposed  additional  source  of  water  supply  for  that  town, 
to  be  taken  from  wells  in  the  Ellms  Meadow  in  that  town.  The 
Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 
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July  7, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  March  21,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  source  of  water  supply 
for  the  town  of  Cohasset,  to  be  taken  from  tubular  wells  in  the  EUms 
Meadow,  so  called,  in  that  town,  and  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  exam- 
ined by  its  engineer  and  samples  of  the  water  of  the  wells  to  be  analyzed. 

Since  the  application  was  received,  a  pumping  plant  has  been  installed 
and  water  has  been  pumped  from  a  group  of  seven  tubular  wells  in  this 
meadow  for  periods  of  a  few  days  at  a  time,  at  a  rate  nearly  sufficient  for 
the  supply  of  the  town. 

The  results  of  analyses  &f  samples  of  the  water  from  the  wells  show  that 
at  the  present  time  it  is  clear,  nearly  colorless,  and  otherwise  of  good  qual- 
ity fo&the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply,  and  is  of  better  quality  than 
the  water  of  your  present  sources,  in  that  it  is  much  softer  and  is  free  from 
an  excessive  amount  of  iron. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  proposed  source  will  fur- 
nish, it  may  be  said  that,  while  the  yield  for  the  short  periods  during  which 
the  pump  has  thus  far  been  operated  has  been  nearly  sufficient  for  the  supply 
of  the  town,  it  is  probable  that  with  continued  pumping  in  a  very  dry  year 
the  yield  will  be  considerably  smaller  than  it  is  at  present.  NeverthelesB, 
this  source  will  probably  form  a  material  addition  to  the  supply  of  the  town. 

The  proposed  new  source  is  located  much  nearer  the  thickly  settled  por- 
tion of  the  town  than  is  desirable,  and  the  water  may  deteriorate  when  & 
large  quantity  is  pumped  continuously  from  the  ground ;  but,  in  view  of 
the  need  of  an  additional  source  of  supply  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
a  suitable  additional  supply  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  the  Board  believes 
that  it  is  advisable,  under  the  circumstances,  to  use  all  of  the  water  that 
the  proposed  source  will  yield,  while  its  quality  remains  satisfactory,  and 
advises  you  to  cause  the  water  to  be  analyzed  from  time  to  time,  in  order 
to  detect  any  deterioration  in  its  quality  which  would  render  it  unsaitable 
for  domestic  use. 

Enfield.  An  application  was  received,  March  4, 1898,  from  the 
committee  on  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Enfield,  for  the  advice 
of  the  Board  with  reference  to  the  taking  of  certain  springs  in  that 
town  as  sources  of  water  supply.  The  Board  replied  to  this  appli- 
cation as  follows :  — 

April  7*  1896. 

The  State  Boaixl  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  relative  to  a 
proposed  water  supply  for  the  town  of  Enfield,  to  be  taken  from  springs 
on  the  Randall  and  Shearer  farms,  and  has  caused  an  examination  of  the 
locality  to  be  made  by  its  engineer  and  samples  of  water  to  be  analyzed. 
It  appears  that  the  town  at  present  owns  a  spring  upon  the  Randall  farm, 
from  which  water  is  drawn  for  the  supply  of  a  drinking  fountain,  hotel  and 
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two  hooBes  in  the  village,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  ase  this  spring  as  the 
aouroe  of  sapply,  and  increase  its  capacity  by  diverting  into  it  the  water 
of  a  small  spring  in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Shearer  pasture. 

Samples  of  the  water  of  both  these  springs  have  been  analyzed,  and  the 
leaults  show  that  the  water  is  nearly  colorless,  very  soft,  and  otherwise  of 
excellent  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply ;  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  expect  that,  if  the  water  is  kept  from  exposure  to  light,  its 
quality  will  differ  materially  at  other  seasons  of  the  year  from  what  it  is 
found  to  be  at  the  present  time.  The  water-shed  of  these  springs,  how- 
ever, is  so  small  that  it  is  not  probable  that  enough  water  could  be  obtained 
from  them  for  the  supply  of  the  town  of  Enfield,  should  water  be  generally 
introduced  in  both  villages,  or  even  in  the  main  village  only.  The  Board, 
tberefore,  does  not  advise  the  construction  of  works  for  taking  a  supply 
of  water  for  the  town  from  these  springs,  but  would  advise  that  the  matter 
be  given  further  consideration,  and  a  source  of  supply  secured  that  will  not 
only  famish  a  water  of  good  quality,  but  also  of  ample  quantity  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  the  town. 

In  this  connection  the  Board  has  caused  analyses  to  be  made  of  samples 
of  water  from  several  other  sources  that  appear  to  have  been  under  con- 
sideration in  the  past,  and  finds  that  water  of  good  quality  can  probably 
be  obtained  from  Wood*s  Springs,  so  called,  Thurston's  Brook,  or  the 
brook  flowing  from  Quabin  Hill.  There  are  indications  that  either  of  the 
first  two  sources  mentioned  might  be  developed  so  as  to  furnish  a  sufficient 
sapply  of  good  water  for  the  town ;  but  there  is  much  doubt  as  to  whether 
the  last-mentioned  source  —  the  brook  fiowing  from  Quabin  Hill  —  could 
be  made  to  yield  a  sufficient  supply. 

The  Board  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  you  with  information  collected  by 
its  engineer  with  reference  to  possible  sources  of  water  supply  for  the  town, 
and  will  give  you  further  advice  in  this  matter  when  you  have  any  further 
plans  to  present. 

Fairhaven.  In  the  last  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
(29th  annual  report,  1897,  p.  10)  reference  is  made  to  the  action 
of  the  Board  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  water  of  the  Fairhaven 
water  supply  upon  lead  pipes.  Further  examinations  in  the  same 
direction  were  made  by  the  Board  during  the  past  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  investigation  were  communicated  to  the  board  of 
health  of  Fairhaven,  as  follows  :  — 

June  20, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  made  further  examinations  of  water  drawn 
from  faucets  in  several  houses  in  the  town  of  Fairhaven  which  had  not  pre- 
viously been  examined,  and  found  an  excessive  quantity  of  lead  in  nearly 
all  cases.     One  of  the  houses  from  which  samples  were  collected  was  that 
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of  J.  G.  Murray,  located  on  Green  Street  extension^  one  of  the  occupants 
of  which  is  said  to  have  recently  been  ill  from  lead  poisoning.  The  sample 
of  water  from  this  house  contained  an  excessive  quantity  of  lead.  The 
Board  would  suggest  that  you  bring  this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
persons  who  occupy  the  house  referred  to. 

The  best  means  of  preventing  danger  to  health  from  this  cause  is  to  re- 
move the  lead  pipe,  at  least  that  portion  of  it  through  which  water  is  drawn 
for  drinking  and  cooking,  and  to  replace  it  with  pipe  made  of  material  which 
does  not  contain  lead. 

The  recent  examinations  by  the  Board,  like  those  made  previously,  show 
that  the  Fairhaven  water  continues  to  dissolve  large  quantities  of  lead  from 
lead  service  pipes,  and  the  use  of  service  pipes  of  this  material  is  causing 
injury  to  the  health  of  the  people  who  use  the  water. 

Groton.  An  application  was  received,  Dec.  30,  1897,  from  the 
Groton  Water  Company,  for  the  approval  by  the  Board  under 
chapter  388  of  the  Acts  of  1897  of  the  taking  of  sources  of  water 
supply  and  lands  in  that  town.  The  Board  replied  to  this  applica- 
tion as  follows :  — 

Mat  6,  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  yon,  on  Dec.  30,  1897,  an 
application  requesting  the  approval  by  this  Board  of  the  taking  of  sources 
of  water  supply  and  lands  in  the  town  of  Groton.  Subsequently,  upon 
request  of  the  Board  for  copies  of  plans  and  descriptions  of  the  sources 
of  water  supply  and  lands  taken  by  your  corporation  under  the  authority 
of  chapter  388  of  the  Acts  of  1897,  you  submitted  a  plan  entitled,  **  Plan 
of  Land  in  Groton  Mass.,  Taken  by  the  Groton  Water  Company,  Scale  80 
feet  to  the  inch.  Charles  A.  Allen,  Chief  Engineer,  H.  C.  Hovey,  Sur- 
veyor and  Assistant  Engineer.  Surveyed,  April,  1897."  Attached  to 
this  map  was  the  following  communication,  signed  by  H.  C.  Hovey, 
assistant  engineer  and  addressed  to  the  president  of  the  water  com- 
pany :  — 

In  accordance  with  your  request  of  Jan.  18,  1898,  for  "  plans  and  a  description 
of  the  sources  of  the  water  supply  and  lands  taken  by  the  Groton  Water  Com- 
pany," I  send  you  herewith  a  plan  of  the  land  taken  by  the  Groton  Water  Com- 
pany at  Baddacook  Pond,  which  comprises  all  the  land  taken  by  the  company 
(about  4.7  acres),  that  I  am  aware  of.  The  land  has  no  brook  or  springs  upon 
its  surface. 

The  source  of*  supply  is  from  a  well  30  feet  in  diameter  (inside)  and  about  16 
feet  deep  below  the  surface  of  the  surrounding  ground  and  194  feet  below 
the  finished  top  of  masonry  wall.  The  bottom  of  the  well  is  10  feet  below  the 
surface  of  the  pond,  at  medium  heights  of  water  in  the  pond.  The  centre  of  the 
well  is  about  50  feet  from  the  high-water  line  on  the  shore  of  the  pond,  and  has 
no  connection  by  a  pipe  or  other  way  with  the  pond ;  and  I  have  never  supposed 
that  direct  connection  was  contemplated,  as  the  capacity  of  the  well,  as  indicated 
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by  contmnoiis  pumping  during  construction,  and  measured  by  me  at  that  time 
(by  request  of  Mr.  Allen,  chief  engineer),  was  41,000  gallons  per  hour. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  source  of  supply  to  be 
made  by  its  engineer  and  has  caused  samples  of  the  water  of  the  well  to 
be  analyzed.  The  water  is  found,  upon  analysis,  to  be  soft,  pi-actically 
colorless,  and  in  other  respects  of  excellent  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a 
public  water  supply.  With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  well 
will  yield,  a  definite  es£imate  cannot  be  given ;  but,  in  view  of  the  infor- 
mation as  to  the  yield  of  the  well  up  to  the  present  time,  it  seems  probable 
that  it  will  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  for  the  supply  of  the 
town  of  Groton. 

The  Board  advises  and  recommends  that  this  well  is  a  suitable  source  of 
water  supply  for  domestic  purposes,  and  approves  the  taking  by  the 
Groton  Water  Company  of  the  land,  including  this  source,  shown  upon 
the  plan  submitted  to  this  Board,  Feb.  7,  1898,  entitled  ^^  Plan  of  Land  in 
Groton,  Mass.,  taken  by  the  Groton  Water  Company.  Scale,  80  feet  to 
the  inch.  Charles  A.  Allen,  Chief  Engineer,  H.  C.  Hovey,  Surveyor  and 
Assistant  Engineer.     Surveyed  April,  1897." 

Harvard.  An  application  was  received  from  the  board  of  health 
of  Harvard,  Sept.  27,  1898,  for  advice  relative  to  the  ^quality  of 
the  water  of  a  public  well  in  that  town  used  for  drinking  purposes, 
especially  by  the  pupils  in  one  of  the  public  schools.  The  Board 
caused  the  water  to  be  examined  and  replied  as  follows :  — 

Dec.  2, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  September  27,  an  ap- 
plication requesting  that  an  examination  be  made  of  the  town  well,  so  called, 
in  Harvard,  which  you  state  is  used  for  public  purposes,  and  especially  by 
the  children  of  your  public  schools. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  well  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined  by 
one  of  its  engineers,  and  samples  of  the  water  collected  on  October  18  and 
November  7  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of  these  analyses  show  that  the 
water  has  a  disagreeable  odor,  and  contains  an  excessive  amount  of  organic 
matter  and  iron.  The  quality  of  the  water  appears  to  vary  considerably 
from  time  to  time-;  and,  since  the  indications  are  that  it  is  in  some  way  pol- 
luted by  sewage,  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  safe  source  of  drinking  water. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  advises  that  the  use  of  the  water 
of  this  well  be  prevented. 

Haverhill.  Early  in  the  fall  of  1897  the  attention  of  the  Board 
was  called  by  the  board  of  health  of  Haverhill  to  the  unusual  preva- 
lence of  typhoid  fever  in  that  city,  and  the  State  Board  caused  an 


14  STATE   BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

investigation  to  be  made,  the  results  of  which  were  embodied  in  the 
following  communication  to  the  Haverhill  board  of  health :  — 

Jan.  21, 1896. 

Early  last  fall  yoa  called  the  attention  of  this  Board  to  the  presence  of 
an  unusually  large  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  city  of  Haver- 
hill, and  the  Board  has  since  caused  a  thorough  investigation  to  be  made, 
with  a  view  to  discovering  the  probable  cause  of  the  epidemic.  Investiga- 
tions already  made  by  your  board,  through  Mr.  Bryant,  your  agent,  were 
of  great  assistance  in  locating  the  cases,  and  furnished  a  large  amount  of 
necessary  information  relative  to  the  sources  of  water,  milk  and  ice  sup- 
plies, the  occupation  and  movements  previous  to  illness  of  persons  attacked 
with  the  disease,  and  much  other  information. 

An  examination  of  the  records  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  Haverhill 
for  several  years  past  shows  that  the  disease  has  prevailed  in  an  excessive 
degree  since  about  the  beginning  of  November,  1895.  In  the  months  of 
November  and  December,  1895,  21  cases  of  the  disease  were  reported, 
which  is  three  times  as  many  as  is  usual  in  these  two  months.  Of  these 
21  cases,  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  16  used  Crystal  Lake  water  more  or 
less  regularly.  These  cases  resulted  in  6  deaths  in  December,  which  is  a 
larger  number  of  deaths  than  occurred  from  this  disease  in  any  one  month 
in  the  past  ten  years,  and  six  times  the  average  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  in  December. 

The  number  of  cases  during  the  first  five  months  of  1896,  while  not 
numerically  large,  was  about  twice  the  number  of  cases  that  might  have 
been  expected  to  occur  if  the  prevalence  of  this  disease  had  been  no  greater 
than  usual,  and  the  mortality  during  this  period  was  exceedingly  high, 
being  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  cases.  In  June,  1896,  there  was 
a  sudden  increase,  the  total  number  of  cases  reported  being  32  for  that 
month ;  and  for  the  months  from  July  to  November,  inclusive,  the  number 
ranged  from  11  to  19  per  month.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  six  months 
was  100,  showing  an  excessive  prevalence  of  the  disease ;  while  the  total 
number  of  deaths  was  9,  the  same  as  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  first  five 
months  of  the  year,  when  the  whole  number  of  cases  was  18.  From  Decem- 
ber, 1896,  up  to  and  including  July,  1897,  a  period  of  eight  months,  the 
number  of  cases  ranged  from  3  to  5  per  month,  and  averaged  3.5,  which 
was  about  twice  the  number  which  might  have  been  expected  to  occur  in 
Haverhill  during  this  period  under  usual  conditions.  In  August,  1897,  the 
number  of  cases  repoiled  rose  to  16,  and  in  September  to  41,  the  greatest 
number  that  had  occurred  in  the  city  in  any  one  month  for  at  least  ten 
years.  Since  that  time  the  number  of  cases  in  each  month  has  gradually 
decreased,  but  has  remained  much  above  the  number  which  it  is  reasonable 
to  expect  will  occur  in  a  city  of  this  size  when  the  inhabitants  are  exposed 
to  no  extraordinary  source  of  infection. 
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For  the  purpose  of  this  investigation,  August  5  was  assumed  as  the  date 
of  the  banning  of  the  epidemic  of  1897,  because  at  that  time  the  number 
of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  city  increased  with  much  greater  rapidity 
than  was  usual  at  that  season  of  the  year.  From  that  time  until  Novem- 
ber 12,  85  persons  became  ill  with  typhoid  fever  in  Haverhill.  Of  this 
number  2  cases  were  undoubtedly  imported,  the  persons  returning  to  Haver- 
bill  ill  with  typhoid  fever  after  an  extended  absence.  Four  of  the  cases 
were  those  of  persons  engaged  in  attendance  upon  others  who  were  ill  with 
the  disease,  and  it  is  probable  that  they  wei*e  iilfected  from  the  persons  upon 
whom  they  were  in  attendance.  Of  the  79  remaining  cases,  it  was  found 
that  71,  or  90  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number,  used  Crystal  Lake  water  for 
drinking  purposes  more  or  less  constantly ;  while  the  number  of  cases  in 
which  the  patient  had  not  used  Crystal  Lake  water  is  not  greater  than  usual 
for  districts  containing  a  population  equal  to  that  in  Haverhill  outside  of 
the  Crystal  Lake  district. 

An  investigation  was  also  made  to  determine  whether  it  was  probable 
that  the  presence  of  the  many  cases  of  typhoid  fever  was  due  to  the  milk 
supplies  or  ice  supplies  of  the  city ;  but  many  of  the  patients  used  no  ice 
at  all,  and  the  milk  supply  of  the  various  patients  came  from  so  many 
different  sources,  which  appeared  to  be  entirely  independent  of  each  other, 
that  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  epidemic  was  due  either  to  infected  ice 
or  milk. 

An  examination  was  also  made  of  a  spring  water  which  is  sold  to  a  large 
extent  in  the  city ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  supply  could  have 
been  contaminated  by  sewage,  and,  moreover,  a  great  many  of  the  cases 
of  typhoid  fever  were  those  of  persons  who  had  used  no  spring  water. 

Examinations  were  also  made  of  various  semi-public  water  supplies  in 
the  city,  taken  for  the  most  part  from  tubular  or  other  wells,  but  in  some 
cases  drawn  from  the  Merrimack  River.  Nearly  all  of  the  well  waters 
were  found  to  be  highly  polluted  by  sewage,  and  there  is  no  question  of 
the  danger  of  drinking  water  directly  from  the  Merrimack  River,  but  it 
could  not  be  determined  that  any  cases  were  due  to  the  use  of  these 
waters. 

The  circumstances  indicate  very  strongly  the  infection  of  the  part  of  the 
water  supply  of  the  city  that  is  drawn  from  Crystal  Lake.  This  lake, 
which  is  one  of  the  main  supplies  of  the  city  of  Haverhill,  has  an  area  of 
about  145  acres  and  a  drainage  area  of  2.95  square  miles,  exclusive  of  the 
area  of  the  lake,  as  measured  from  the  State  maps.  The  lake  is  divided 
into  two  basins  by  a  natural  bar,  at  a  narrow  place  about  2,000  feet  from 
its  lower  end,  and  the  small  basin  below  this  bar  is  very  shallow.  From 
this  basin  about  800  feet  from  the  outlet  of  the  lake  the  intake  pipe  of  the 
Haverhill  water  works  begins.  In  very  dry  seasons  the  water  falls  so  low 
in  the  small  basin  that  it  is  necessary  to  pump  water  from  the  main  portion 
of  the  lake  over  the  low  bar  into  this  basin,  in  order  to  obtain  a  sufficient 
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supply  for  the  city.  A  careful  examination  of  the  water-shed  of  the  lake, 
however,  shows  at  present  no  actually  existing  case  of  sewage  pollution, 
nor  any  definite  evidence  of  the  cause  which  produced  the  increase  of 
typhoid  fever  in  1895.  It  is  found  that  the  water  in  the  shallow  basin  at 
the  lower  end  of  Crystal  Lake  was  very  low  during  the  latter  pail  of  1895, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  pump  water  from  the  main  portion  of  the  lake  into 
the  portion  from  which  tfie  pipe  line  begins ;  and  it  appears  that,  while  an 
engineer  and  a  fireman  were  employed  here  for  a  period  of  more  than  two 
months,  no  provision  was  made  for  the  disposal  of  excrement  and  other 
wastes  from  this  place,  or  from  camps  along  the  shore  used  at  various 
times,  especially  in  the  summer  season.  During  1896  and  1897  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  pumping  has  been  done  at  the  lake,  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  lake  was  infected  from  the  several  camps  and  places  abont  the 
shores  to  which  people  resort  for  fishing,  boating,  etc. ;  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  supervision  is  exercised  by  the  city  authorities  over  the 
use  of  the  pond  or  its  shores  by  visitors,  to  protect  it  from  danger  of  pol- 
lution. 

A  careful  investigation  was  also  made  of  the  other  sources  of  water 
supply  of  the  city,  including  Kenoza  Lake,  Lake  Pentucket,  Lake  Salton- 
stall  and  Johnson's  Pond,  the  source  of  supply  of  the  Bradford  district. 
The  result  of  this  investigation  shows  the  existence  of  possible  sources  of 
pollution  on  Kenoza  Lake  and  Johnson's  Pond,  but  the  most  serious  danger 
of  contamination  by  sewage  is  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Saltonstall. 
It  is  understood,  however,  that  this  lake  has  been  used  to  supply  drinking 
water  on  only  one  or  two  occasions  now  for  nearly  two  years. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  it  is  their 
judgment  that  the  recent  excessive  sickness  and  mortality  from  typhoid 
fever  have  been  due  to  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply,  principally  of 
that  from  Crystal  Lake ;  and  it  becomes  necessary  that  all  possible  sources 
of  pollution  within  the  water-shed  of  Crystal  Lake,  and  of  all  other  sources 
of  public  water  supply  of  the  city,  be  cut  off,  and  that  hereafter  all  access 
to  the  shores  of  the  lakes  and  ponds  from  which  the  supply  of  any  portion 
of  the  cit}'  is  drawn  be  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  a  board  having 
authority  if  necessary  to  exclude  all  persons,  and  that  such  measures  be 
taken  that  the  city  authorities  can  feej  sure  that  all  danger  of  contamina- 
tion from  visitors  or  others  has  been  provided  against. 

The  Board  would  also  call  attention  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  water  of 
several  wells  in  the  city  which  are  accessible,  in  some  of  the  large  manu- 
facturing establishments,  for  drinking.  Nearly  all  of  the  wells  in  the 
thickly  settled  portion  of  the  city  that  have  been  examined  by  the  Board 
have  shown  evidences  of  a  high  degree  of  pollution  by  sewage ;  and  while, 
in  most  cases,  the  water  has  been  subsequently  purified  to  a  considerable 
degree  in  its  passage  through  the  ground,  it  is,  neveilheless,  an  nnsafe 
water  for  drinking  purposes.    While  it  may  be  said  that  no  case  of  typhoid 
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fever  in  the  city  in  1897  was  traced  directly  to  the  use  of  water  from  wells 
in  the  densely  populated  part  of  the  city,  it  is  not  improbable  that  injury 
has  been  done  to  the  health  of  those  using  it,  because  these  waters  are  very 
hard,  while  the  water  supply  of  the  city  is  very  soft.  It  is  known  that  the 
use  of  hard  water  by  those  whose  usual  supply  is  soft,  or  vice  versa,  may 
be  productive  of  stomach  and  bowel  disturbances  which  may  render  the 
patient  susceptible  to  other  and  more  serious  forms  of  illness. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  it  was  found,  as  already  stated,  that 
Merrimack  River  water,  drawn  from  the  shore  of  the  river  a  short  distance 
below  sewer  outlets,  was  accessible  in  some  of  the  factories  for  drinking. 
The  Merrimack  River  water  from  any  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Haverhill  is 
a  dangerous  water  for  dnnking ;  and  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  make 
every  effort  to  prevent  its  being  made  accessible  for  this  pui*pose,  or  if  it 
is  not  feasible  to  do  this,  that  you  warn  the  people  to  whom  it  may  be 
accessible  of  the  danger  involved  in  its  use. 

Should  you  desire  to  examine  the  details  obtained  in  this  investigation, 
they  will  be  shown  to  you  at  this  office. 

Haverhill  (the  Gale  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company).  A  request 
was  received,  Jan.  27,  1898,  from  the  Gale  Shoo  Manufacturing 
Company  of  Haverhill,  for  the  opinion  of  the  Board  relative  to  the 
qaality  of  the  water  of  a  well  on  the  premises  of  the  company. 
The  Board  replied  to  this  request  as  follows :  — 

March  4, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the 
anrronndings  of  the  well  referred  to  in  your  communication  of  January  27, 
which  is  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  your  factory,  and  has  caused 
a  sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of  this  analysis,  and 
of  an  analysis  of  a  sample  collected  last  fall,  show  that  the  water  has  been 
greatly  polluted  by  sewage  which  has  not  been  thoroughly  purified  in  the 
passage  of  the  water  through  the  ground,  and  that  its  hardness  is  so  exces- 
sive that  it  would  generally  be  regarded  as  unfit  for  use  in  boilers. 

The  well  is  located  in  a  densely  populated  part  of  the  city,  and,  consid- 
ering its  location  and  the  character  of  the  water,  as  shown  by  the  analyses, 
the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  a  dangerous  water  for  drinking. 

The  Board  is  informed  that  you  have  warned  your  employees  not  to  drink 
the  water,  but  that  it  is  still  accessible  for  drinking ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  remove  all  opportunity 
for  obtaining  this  water  for  drinking,  or,  if  this  is  not  practicable,  that 
you  post  notices  warning  those  to  whom  it  is  accessible  of  the  danger  in- 
volved in  its  use. 

ELaverhill.  An  application  was  received  from  the  board  of 
health  of  Haverhill,  May  10,  1898,  requesting  the  State  Board  of 
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Health  to  examine  the  water  of  certain  wells  used  as  sources 
of  water  supply  at  the  birthplace  of  Whittier  in  Haverhill,  those 
wells  being  lai-gely  used  by  visitors  to  that  place.  The  Board  made 
the  examination  and  replied  as  follows :  — 

Aug.  8, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  May  10,  a  communica- 
tion requesting  an  examination  of  certain  wells  on  the  premises  known  as 
*'Whittier'8  Birthplace,"  on  the  Aniesbury  Road,  Haverhill;  and  in  re- 
sponse to  this  request  the  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined 
by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  samples  of  water  from  the  wells  on  the  premises 
to  be  analyzed. 

It  appears  that  in  the  course  of  the  year  the  place  is  visited  by  large 
numbers  of  people,  and  there  are  two  wells  on  the  place  from  which  water 
is  used  by  visitors  for  drinking,  one  of  the  wells  being  located  near  the 
house  and  the  other  on  the  side  of  the  liighway  near  the  barn. 

The  water  of  the  well  nearest  the  house,  when  first  analyzed  in  May  last, 
was  found  to  be  nearly  clear,  only  slightly  colored  and  free  from  odor. 
The  quantity  of  organic  matter  was,  however,  considerably  larger  than  is 
found  in  a  good  ground  water.  A  sample  analyzed  in  June  showed  that 
the  water  had  deteriorated  somewhat,  as  compared  with  its  condition  at  the 
previous  time.  The  results  of  an  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the  water  collected 
in  July,  when  apparently  the  quantity  of  water  being  drawn  from  the  well 
was  much  greater  than  in  the  former  months,  shows  a  very  great  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  present  in  the  water,  which  had  also 
become  decidedly  turbid  and  had  an  offensive  odor.  Thei*e  is  a  privy  and 
sink  drain  located  in  close  proximity  to  this  well ;  and,  in  view  of  all  the 
circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  well  is  a  very  danger- 
ous source  from  which  to  take  water  for  drinking,  and  advises  that  further 
use  of  this  water  be  prevented. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  well  at  the  side  of  the  highway 
near  the  bam  show  that  the  water  has  been  considerably  polluted,  prob- 
ably by  drainage  from  the  barn,  and  subsequently  well  purified  In  its 
passage  through  the  ground.  While  the  water  of  this  well,  so  far  as  these 
analyses  show,  may  not  be  unsafe  for  drinking,  a  change  in  the  conditions 
affecting  the  well,  such  as  the  use  of  a  larger  quantity  of  water  from  it 
than  was  being  used  at  about  the  time  these  samples  were  collected,  might 
cause  a  deterioration  in  its  quality  such  as  was  observed  in  the  well  near 
the  house. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  very  de- 
sirable that  a  new  and  safe  source  of  drinking  water  supply  be  provided 
for  the  use  of  visitors  at  this  place,  so  that  the  use  of  the  well  near  the 
barn  may  also  be  discontinued. 
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HiNGHAM.  An  application  was  received,  Jan.  11,  1898,  from 
the  water  board  of  Hingham,  relative  to  the  question  of  improving 
the  water  of  Accord  Pond,  which  is  subject  at  times  to  a  disagree- 
able taste  and  odor.  A  request  was  also  made  for  an  examination 
of  the  pond  and  its  surroundings,  to  determine  whether  anjlhing 
could  be  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  same  trouble  in  the  , 
future.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

March  4,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Jan.  11,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  as  to  whether  there  is  any  means  of  improving  the 
quality  of  the  water  in  Accord  Pond,  which  you  state  is  causing  serious 
annoyance  to  the  usera  of  the  water,  owing  to  the  disagreeable  taste  and 
odor  due  to  the  organism  Uroglena.  You  also  request  that  a  thorough  ex- 
amination be  made  of  the  pond  and  suiToundings,  to  determine  what,  if 
anything,  can  be  done  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  same  trouble  in  the 
future. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  your  application,  and  has  caused  an 
examination  of  the  pond  and  its  surroundings  to  be  made  by  its  engineer 
and  samples  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

So  far  as  our  observations  of  this  organism  have  shown,  it  is  usually  pres- 
ent only  in  the  colder  months  of  the  year,  between  October  or  November 
and  April  or  May,  though  it  is  sometimes  found  in  June  and  late  in  Septem- 
ber, but  only  in  very  small  numbers.  In  some  ponds  and  reservoirs  in 
which  its  presence  has  been  obser\^cd  it  has  returned  in  each  winter  season 
for  several  years  consecutively,  though  it  appears  to  be  present  in  smaller 
numbers  and  to  affect  the  character  of  the  water  less  seriously  in  some 
years  than  in  others,  while  in  other  ponds  it  is  present  only  at  intervals  of 
several  years. 

The  water  of  Accord  Pond  has  now  been  used  for  the  supply  of  Hing- 
ham  for  nearly  eighteen  years,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  appears  to 
have  been  objectionable  on  account  of  a  bad  taste  and  odor  in  several 
years  since  it  was  first  used,  the  most  serious  complaints,  hitherto,  oc- 
curring in  the  latter  part  of  the  spring  or  early  in  the  summer.  The  cause 
of  complaint  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water  in  June,  1894,  was  the  subject  of 
investigation  by  this  Board,  at  your  request ;  and  the  results  of  the  inves- 
tigation made  at  that  time  showed  that  the  taste  and  odor  of  the  water 
were  due  principally  to  the  presence  of  the  organism  Anabceiia^  which  was 
found  in  great  abundance,  either  distributed  through  the  water  of  the  pond 
or  floating  upon  the  surface  as  green  scum.  It  is  probable  that  the  oc- 
currence of  similar  trouble  in  other  years  was  due  to  the  presence  of  some 
variety  of  microscopical  organism  in  large  numbers. 

The  cause  of  the  presence  and  growth  of  organisms  in  the  water  of 
Accord  Pond  is  not  known ;  but  it  seems  probable  that  the  presence  of 
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mud  and  organic  matter  on  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  pond,  especially 
the  portions  which  were  flowed  by  raising  the  dam,  and  from  which  the 
soil  and  vegetable  matter  were  not  removed,  may  cause  or  help  to  caose 
the  growth  of  these  organisms. 

With  reference  to  a  possible  method  of  improving  the  quality  of  the 
water  of  this  |X)nd,  with  the  information  at  present  available  the  Board 
'  can  advise  you  only  in  a  general  way.  It  is  possible  that  the  removal  of 
the  soil  and  organic  matter  from  the  bottom  of  the  pond  to  the  extent  to 
which  it  may  be  removed  when  the  pond  is  drawn  low  would  lessen  the 
amount  and  frequency  of  the  growths  of  organisms  in  this  pond ;  bat  it 
may  not  be  practicable  or  desirable  to  reduce  the  level  of  the  water  of  this 
source  for  several  years  to  such  an  extent  or  for  such  a  time  as  to  enable 
you  to  do  this  work.  It  is  possible  that  the  water  of  Accord  Pond  could 
be  effectually  purified  by  filtration  near  the  pond ;  but  such  information  as 
is  available  as  to  the  purification  by  filtration  of  a  water  of  this  sort,  con- 
taining large  numbers  of  organisms,  has  not  been  sufi9cient  to  enable  the 
Board  to  advise  you  as  to  the  size  of  filters  that  might  be  required.  More- 
over, owing  to  the  small  amount  of  head  at  present  available  for  supplying 
the  town  by  gravity,  pumping  would  probably  be  necessary ;  and  there 
might  be  much  difiSculty  and  expense  in  the  operation  of  filters  in  the 
winter  season,  when  the  trouble  from  the  presence  of  Uroglena  usually 
occurs. 

From  a  general  examination  of  the  land  along  the  shores  of  Accord  Pond, 
near  the  outlet,  it  appears  probable  that  the  soil  is  in  many  places  largely 
composed  of  coarse  sand  or  gravel,  and  the  large  amount  of  leakage  from 
the  pond  in  the  vicinity  of  the  outlet  is  a  further  indication  that  the  soil, 
in  this  vicinity  at  least,  is  porous.  If  this  is  the  case,  it  is  probable  that, 
if  wells  or  filter-galleries  should  be  constructed  along  the  shores  of  the 
pond,  and  water  could  be  drawn  from  them  in  large  quantities,  water  from 
the  pond  would  filter  through  the  soil  in  these  works,  and  a  large  portion, 
if  not  all,  of  the  yield  of  the  pond  might  be  obtained  in  this  way,  as  is 
done  at  several  other  places  in  the  State.  In  this  way  a  water  free  from 
color,  taste  or  odor  would  be  obtained,  if  the  collecting  works  were  placed 
at  such  a  distance  from  the  shore  of  the  pond  that  the  water  would  become 
thoroughly  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground.  Experience  with 
other  works  of  this  sort  has  shown  that,  in  order  to  obtain  satisfactory 
results,  it  is  desirable  to  place  such  works  as  much  as  100  feet  from  tbB 
shore  of  the  pond. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  cause  an  in- 
vestigation to  be  made,  to  determine  the  character  of  the  soil  in  the  vicinity 
of  Accord  Pond ;  and,  if  from  these  tests  the  conditions  are  found  to  be  favor- 
able to  obtaining  a  large  quantity  of  water  from  the  ground  near  the  pond, 
the  Board  would  recommend  that  you  make  a  further  test  by  setting  up 
a  temporary  pumping  plant,  and  pumping  from  wells  or  other  works  for 
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SQch  a  time  as  may  be  necessary  to  determine  the  probable  quantity  of 
water  to  be  obtained  in  this  way,  and  that  you  cause  analyses  to  be  made 
of  samples  of  the  water,  to  obtain  information  as  to  its  quality. 

These  investigations  should  be  made  under  the  direction  of  an  engineer 
of  experience  in  such  matters,  and  the  Board  will  assist  you  by  making  the 
necessary  analyses  of  water,  and  will  give  you  further  advice  in  the  matter 
when  you  have  the  results  of  investigations  to  present. 

HixoHAM.  A  further  application  was  received  from  the  Hingham 
Water  Company,  May  20,  1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply  of  that  town  by  means  of 
a  system  of  wells  in  the  neighborhood  of  Accord  Pond.  The  Board 
replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

July  7, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for  further 
advice  in  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of 
Hingham,  and  has  examined  the  information  received  with  reference  to 
investigations  in  the  vicinity  of  Accord  Pond  by  means  of  tubular  wells. 
Several  samples  of  water  sent  in  by  you  from  these  wells  have  been  analyzed. 
The  results  show,  in  general,  that  the  material  on  the  north-westerly  side 
of  the  outlet  of  the  pond  is  too  fine  to  furnish  any  considerable  yield  of 
water.    The  conditions  for  a  large  yield  of  water  are  much  better  in  the 
unmediate  vicinity  of  the  dam,  but  the  test  wells  in  this  vicinity  show  that 
the  water  contains  an  excessive  amount  of  iron  which  would  make  it  ob- 
jectionable for  many  domestic  uses.    At  the  south-easterly  end  of  the  dam, 
and  between  the  gravel  ridge  which  borders  the  shore  of  the  pond  at  this 
place  and  the  cut-off  dam,  so  called,  constructed  on  the  north-westerly  side 
of  this  ridge  to  intercept  the  leakage  from  the  pond,  water  "which  was  free 
from  an  excess  of  iron  was  obtained  from  several  test  wells,  but  the  indi- 
cations are  that  the  yield  of  the  wells  would  amount  to  but  a  small  propor- 
tion of  the  yield  of  the  pond.     The  results,  as  a  whole,  indicate  that  the 
conditions  are  not  favorable  for  obtaining  a  large  proportion  of  the  yield 
of  Accord  Pond  from  the  ground  in  this  region,  except  by  the  use  of  water 
which  will  contain  such  an  excessive  amount  of  iron  as  to  make  it  objec- 
tionable for  many  purposes. 

An  estimate  of  the  probable  yield  of  your  present  sources  of  supply, 
when  compared  with  the  records  of  water  used  in  Hull  and  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  quantity  used  in  Hingham,  indicates  that  the  consumption 
of  water  is  probably  already  in  excess  of  the  capacity  of  your  sources  of 
supply  in  a  dry  period,  and  an  additional  supply  will  soon  be  needed.    More- 
over, it  is  understood  that  greater  pressure  is  desirable  in  the  mains  in  the 
central  portion  of  Hingham. 
In  response  to  a  previous  application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  pro- 
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posed  additional  water  supply  for  Hingham,  which  it  was  proposed  to  take 
from  Accord  Brook,  the  Hoard  advised  that,  owing  to  the  swampy  char- 
acter of  this  water,  it  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  would  not  be  of 
suitable  quality  for  domestic  use  unless  it  should  be  efficiently  purified. 
The  plan  for  purifying  the  water  which  seemed  likely  to  give  the  most  sat- 
isfactory result  was  by  filtenng  it  slowly  through  gravelly  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Accord  Pond  or  Fulling  Mill  Pond ;  and  the  Board  advised  that  investi- 
gations be  made  to  determine  whether  there  was  high  poi*ous  land  near 
Fulling  Mill  Pond,  or  the  brook  which  feeds  it,  where  filter  beds  might  be 
constructed  to  which  the  water  of  Accord  Brook  might  be  conveyed  by 
gravity,  but  it  is  understood  that  no  such  investigations  have  been  made. 
You  have  found,  however,  that  by  constructing  a  filter  basin  near  the  shore 
of  Fulling  Mill  Pond  a  large  amount  of  filtered  water  can  be  obtained. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  take 
into  consideration  the  question  of  increasing  your  sources  of  water  supply 
and  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  present  supply,  by  conveying  the 
water  of  Accord  Brook  to  the  vicinity  of  Fulling  Mill  Pond  and  filtering  it 
there  through  the  natural  gravel  beds,  and  that  you  also  consider  the 
feasibility  of  filtering  the  water  of  Accord  Pond  in  this  vicinity  when  the 
water  is  of  unsatisfactory  quality,  owing  to  the  presence  of  organisms.  It 
will  be  verv  desirable  to  collect  the  filtered  water  in  covered  conduits  or 
galleries,  where  it  will  be  kept  from  exposure  to  light  and  consequent 
danger  of  deterioration.  It  will  also  be  necessary  to  provide  pumping 
capacity  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  needs  of  both  Hingham  and  Hull  from 
these  sources  whenever  required,  though  water  may  be  taken  directly  from 
Accord  Pond,  as  at  present,  when  its  quality  is  satisfactoi^.  It  is  desir- 
able, however,  to  use  the  full  capacity  of  Accord  Brook  and  Fulling  Mill 
Pond,  so  as  to  keep  the  water  of  Accord  Pond  for  use  in  the  drier  portion 
of  the  year.      ' 

An  examination  of  the  present  conditions  in  the  vicinity  of  Fulling  Mill 
Pond  indicates  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  ground  water  flows  from 
the  meadow  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  pond;  and,  if  an  examination 
shows  that  this  water  is  of  good  quality,  it  would  probably  be  of  advan- 
tage to  include  the  collection  of  this  water  with  any  system  of  filtration 
which  may  be  constructed  in  the  vicinity  of  this  pond. 

The  Board  will  assist  you  in  these  investigations  by  making  such 
analyses  of  samples  of  water  as  may  be  necessary,  and  will  again  advise 
you  with  reference  to  the  purification  of  your  water  supply  when  you  have 
the  i*esults  of  further  investigations  to  present. 

Hudson.  An  application  was  received,  Feb.  7,  1898,  from  the 
water  commissioners  of  Hudson,  for  the  adWce  of  the  Board  relative 
to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply  for  Hudson.  The  Board  re- 
plied to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 
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Mabch  3,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Feb.  7,  1898,  an  ap« 
plication  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply 
for  the  town  of  Hudson,  to  be  obtained  by  diverting  into  Gates  Pond, 
your  present  ource  of  supply,  the  water  of  Fosgate  Brook,  so  called,  the 
water-shed  of  which  lies  contiguous  to  that  of  Gates  Pond  on  the  north. 

The  application  was  accompanied  by  a  report  and  plans  by  your  engi- 
neer, Mr.  Burton  R.  Felton,  showing  the  location  and  a  profile  of  the  pro- 
posed pipe  line,  about  1,650  feet  in  length,  from  the  brook  to  a   point 
within  the  water-shed  of  the  pond,  where  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the 
water  into  an  open  channel,  through  which  it  will  flow  into  the  northerly 
end  of  the  pond.     A  topographical  plan  of  the  water-shed  of   Fosgate 
Brook  was  also  submitted,  showing  the  location  and  area  of  swamps  within 
the  water-shed  of  Fosgate  Brook.     From  this  plan  it  appears  that  there  is 
an  area  of  about  15  acres  of  swamp  land  on  the  southerly  branch  of  the 
brook,  in  which  the  mud  is  in  several  places  more  than  13  feet  in  depth ; 
and  there  is  also  a  small  swamp  on  the  northerly  branch  of  the  brook, 
having  an  area  of  about  three-quailers  of  an  acre.     A  proposed  method  of 
draining  the  swamps  was  shown   in  this  plan,  but  the  plan  was  subse- 
qaently  modified,  and  a  new  plan  submitted  on  Feb.  23,  1898.     By  this 
plan  it  is  proposed  to  construct  drainage  channels  around  the  larger 
swamp,  to  intercept  water  flowing  toward  the  swamp  and  the  water  of  the 
brook  near  the  upper  end  of  the  swamp,  and  convey  it  to  the  channel  of 
the  brook  below  the  swamp,  in  onler  to  prevent  the  water  from  acquiring  a 
high  color  and  an  excessive  amount  of  organic  matter  from  contact  with 
mud  and  vegetable  matter  in  the  swamp,  which,  under  present  conditions, 
makes  the  quality  of  water  of  this  source  very  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  proposed  to  place  the  drainage  channels  about  the  swamp  at  such 
aD  elevation  that  swamp  water  will  not  flow  into  them  unless  the  swamp  is 
flooded  to  a  considerable  depth ;  and,  in  order  to  remove  the  water  which 
will  collect  on  the  swamp  and  prevent  it  from  entering  the  proposed  drain- 
age channels  or  finding  its  way  into  Gates  Pond,  it  is  proposed  to  lay  a 
six-inch  pipe  from  the  lower  end  of  the  swamp  to  convey  this  water  to  a 
point  of  discharge  in  the  water-shed  of  the  brook  below  the  point  at  which 
it  is  proposed  to  divert  the  water  into  Gates  Pond.     By  this  plan,  the  area 
of  the  water-shed  of  the  brook  above  the  proposed  point  of  diversion  will 
be  reduced  from  125  to  about  108  acres.     In  order  to  drain  the  small  area 
of  swamp  on  the  north  branch  of  the  brook,  it  is  proposed  to  lower  the 
snrface  of  the  water  by  deepening  the  channel  of  the  brook  through  the 
swamp  and  below  it. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plan,  and  concludes 
that  it  is  an  appropriate  one  for  increasing  the  water  supply  of  the  town 
of  Hudson;  and,  if  carried  out  as  proposed,  and  the  entrance  of  water 
which  has  been  standing  in  the  large  swamp  on  the  south  branch  of  the 
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brook  into  Gates  Pond  is  prevented,  the  water  of  Fosgate  Brook  will  not 
be  likely  to  have  an  unfavorable  influence  upon  the  quality  of  the  water  of 
Gates  Pond.  The  diversion  of  the  water  of  this  brook  into  Gates  Pond 
will  increase  materially  the  quantity  of  water  which  this  pond  will  furnish 
to  the  town  of  Hudson,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  other  source  from  which 
a  material  addition  to  the  supply  can  be  obtained  without  pumping. 

It  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  water  of  the  brook  into  the  northerly  end 
of  the  pond,  near  the  outlet  gate-house ;  but  it  may  be  found  desirable  to 
discharge  the  water  into  a  portion  of  the  pond  more  remote  from  the  gate- 
house, in  order  that  it  may  derive  benefit  from  longer  storage  in  the  pond* 

Huntington.  The  water  commissioners  of  the  Huntington  fire 
district  applied  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Aug.  22,  1898,  for 
its  approval,  under  chapter  344  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  of  plans  for 
a  proposed  system  of  water  supply  for  the  district.  The  Board 
replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Sbft.  17»  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Ang.  25, 1898,  a  com- 
munication submitting  your  proposed  plans  for  a  system  of  water  supply 
for  the  Huntington  fire  district,  which  you  describe  in  your  application  as 
follows :  — 

We  propose  to  take  the  waters  of  Cold  Brook,  so  called,  substantially  in  con- 
formity with  a  plan  of  Louis  E.  Hawes,  a  civil  engineer,  accompanying  a  report 
by  him,  made  April  7,  1898.  The  plan  contemplates  an  intake  reservohr  of  a 
capacity  of  1,250,000  gallons,  situated  at  a  distance  of  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  fK)m  the  center  of  Huntington  Village,  the  dam  to  be  of  rubble  masonry 
and  earth  work,  and  of  suitable  dimensions  to  secure  the  above  capacity.  The 
surface  of  the  ground  flowed  and  for  a  distance  of  25  feet  beyond  the  flowage 
line  is  to  be  cleaned  of  all  trees,  brush,  stumps,  roots,  muck  and  vegetable  matter. 
The  main  conduit  is  to  be  of  ten-inch  pipe  and  the  branches  of  eight,  six  and  four 
inch  pipe,  according  to  the  needs  of  the  locality  to  be  supplied. 

We  also  ask  your  approval  of  plans  showing  proposed  sources  of  supply  and 
methods  of  utilizing  them,  submitted  by  E.  E.  Davis,  Aug.  2, 1898.  These  pro- 
vide for  the  possibility  of  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  present  proposed  source 
by  uniting  the  waters  of  Gold-mine  Brook,  so  called,  with  those  of  Cold  Brook, 
and  the  building  of  a  large  storage  reservoir  on  Cold  Brook.  Not  being  a  part 
of  our  plan  at  the  present  time,  we  have  not  caused  detailed  specifications  for 
their  development  to  be  prepared. 

You  have  also  submitted  a  plan  by  Louis  £.  Hawes,  C.E.,  showing  the 
location  of  the  proposed  intake  reservoir  on  Cold  Brook  and  the  system  of 
piping  in  the  village ;  and  plans  by  £.  £.  Davis,  C.E.,  showing  details  of 
construction  of  the  proposed  intake  reservoir  and  possible  methods  of  in- 
creasing the  supply,  —  one  by  diverting  the  water  from  Gold-mine  Brook 
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into  Cold  Brook,  and  the  other  by  the  construction  of  a  storage  reservoir 
on  a  tribatary  of  Cold  Brook. 

The  Board  has  caref  ally  considered  the  proposed  plans,  and  has  caused 
the  proposed  source  of  supply  and  the  sources  and  methods  by  which  it  is 
proposed  to  increase  the  supply  when  necessary  to  be  examined  by  its  en- 
gineers, and  samples  of  the  water  of  these  and  other  sources  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  the  water  of  Cold  Brook,  collected 
at  the  point  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  locate  the  intake  reservoir,  indicate 
tiiat  the  water  is  soft,  has  but  little  color,  and  is  otherwise  of  good  quality 
for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  will  furnish  in 
the  drier  portion  of  a  dry  season,  it  is  very  difficult  to  make  an  estimate, 
since  no  records  are  obtainable  of  the  flow  of  the  streams  in  such  a  season. 
So  far  as  can  be  judged  with  present  information,  it  seems  probable  that, 
with  an  intake  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  1,250,000  gallons,  as  pro- 
posed, the  supply  from  this  stream  will  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
town  in  an  ordinary  summer,  but  that  the  capacity  of  this  source  will  be 
inadequate  in  a  very  dry  season,  after  the  water  comes  into  general  use. 

Tour  plans  show  that  it  is  feasible  to  enlarge  the  supply  by  diverting  the 
water  of  Gold-mine  Brook,  at  a  point  where  this  stream  flows  close  to  the 
water-shed  of  Cold  Brook  and  at  a  higher  level,  into  the  latter  water-shed, 
at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  and  thus  increase  considerably  your  sup- 
ply of  water.  Analyses  of  the  water  of  Gold-mine  Brook  show  that  at  the 
proposed  point  of  diversion  it  has  a  much  higher  color  and  contains  a  much 
greater  amount  of  organic  matter  than  the  water  of  Cold  Brook,  or  even 
of  Gold-mine  Brook  at  a  point  lower  down  stream.  The  color  and  organic 
matter  are  doubtless  due  to  contact  of  the  water  with  vegetable  matter  in 
Bwamps,  and  the  quality  of  the  water  might  possibly  be  improved  by  drain- 
ing the  swamps.  The  water  of  this  brook  would  be  objectionable  for  many 
domestic  uses,  and  the  Board  does  not  advise  the  use  of  water  from  this 
brook  in  its  present  state  for  the  supply  of  Huntington. 

Another  proposed  plan  of  increasing  the  supply  is  by  constructing  a 
storage  reservoir  upon  the  head  waters  of  Cold  Brook.  By  the  construc- 
tion of  this  reservoir  a  large  increase  to  your  supply  could  be  made,  though 
the  water-shed  of  the  reservoir  will  be  comparatively  small.  No  investi- 
gations appear  to  have  been  made  at  the  site  of  this  reservoir  to  determine 
the  probable  cost  of  constructing  and  preparing  it  in  a  suitable  manner  for 
the  storage  of  water,  but  the  indications  are  that  the  expense  would  be 
large. 

Examinations  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  other  possible 
Boarces  in  the  vicinity  indicate  that  it  is  feasible  to  divert  the  waters  of 
Black  Brook  into  the  water-shed  of  Cold  Brook  at  no  very  large  expense, 
and  thus  furnish  an  additional  supply  nearly  as  great  as  would  be  obtained 
if  the  waters  of  Gold-mine  Brook  were  used.    Analyses  of  samples  of  water 
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collected  from  Black  Brook  at  the  point  at  which  it  might  be  diverted  show 
that  the  water  is  of  about  the  same  quality  as  that  of  Cold  Brook,  ha\ixig 
but  little  color  and  containing  only  a  small  amount  of  organic  matter. 

The  indications  are,  that,  if  the  works  are  constructed  for  supplying  the 
fire  district  from  Cold  Brook,  and  the  supply  should  be  found  to  be  in- 
adequate, it  can  be  increased  without  special  difficulty  by  one  of  several 
methods;  and,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  hereby  ap- 
proves the  taking  of  the  waters  from  Cold  Brook  at  the  point  shown  upon 
the  plan  entitled  *'  Huntington  Water  Works.  Proposed  Plan  Showing 
Sources  of  Supply,  Reser\'oir,  Distribution  Pipes,  Gates  and  Fire  Hydrants, 
1898/'  by  LfOuis  E.  Hawes,  civil  and  hydraulic  engineer,  Boston,  Mass., 
and  the  water  sources  and  water  rights  connected  therewith  and  pertaining 
thereto ;  but  the  Board  does  not  at  present  approve  the,  proposed  plan  of 
increasing  the  supply  by  taking  water  from  Gold-mine  Brook  and  diverting 
it  into  the  water-shed  of  Cold  Brook,  nor  can  it  advise  at  present  that  the 
constniction  of  the  proposed  storage  reservoir  on  Cold  Brook  will  be  the 
best  method  of  increasing  the  supply  when  necessary ;  but  advises  that  a 
survey  be  made  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  diverting  the  water  of  Black 
Brook  into  the  water-shed  of  Cold  Brook,  and  the  probable  cost  of  the 
work. 

It  is  very  essential  that  the  intake  reservoir  be  thoroughly  prepared  for 
the  reception  and  storage  of  water  by  removing  all  muck  and  vegetable 
matter  from  its  bottom  as  proposed. 

With  regard  to  the  sizes  of  pipe  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the 
works,  the  Board  is  unable  to  advise  you  with  the  limited  information 
presented. 

There  are  located  at  present  upon  the  water-shed  of  Cold  Brook,  near 
its  extreme  upper  limits,  a  very  few  farm-houses.  It  will  be  essential  that 
you  enforce  such  methods  of  disposing  of  sewage  and  other  refuse  matters 
from  these  houses  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  prevent  danger  of  pollution  of 
your  sources  of  water  supply. 

Lawrence.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water  board 
of  Lawrence,  March  5,  1898,  for  advice  with  reference  to  increasing 
the  capacity  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter.  The  Board  replied  to  this 
application  as  follows  :  — 

Sbpt.  19,  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  March  5,  1898,  the  fol- 
lowing request  for  advice  with  reference  to  improving  the  capacity  of  the 
Lawrence  city  filter :  — 

The  Lawrence  water  board  respectfully  represents  that  the  municipal  filter  does 
not  furnish  sufficient  water  for  the  demands  upon  our  system. 

We  are  led  to  believe,  from  limited  experiments  showing  the  loss  of  head^ 
that  portions  of  the  filter  are  clogged.    We  desire  your  Board  to  advise  us  in 
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regard  to  the  proper  method  to  be  adopted  to  restore  the  filter  to  its  proper  capac- 
ity, also  to  co-operate  with  us  and  advise  what  further  experiments  may  be  neces- 
sary to  determine  what  portion  needs  to  be  renewed. 

The  Board  has  examined  the  available  data  as  to  the  operation  and  man- 
agement of  the  filter  and  the  consumption  of  water  as  furnished  from  the 
records  kept  by  your  Board,  and  has  made  investigations  to  determine  the 
quality  and  condition  of  the  sand  in  the  filter,  and  the  condition  of  the  nnder- 
drains  as  compared  with  their  condition  when  first  placed  in  the  filter  five 
years  ago.  The  Boaid  has  also  made  many  experiments  to  determine  the 
cause  of  the  reduced  capacity  of  the  filter  and  the  best  method  of  relief. 

Analyses  of  many  samples  of  sand  collected  from  all  parts  of  the  filter 
show  that,  while  the  effective  size  of  the  sand  is  probably  slightly  finer  than 
when  first  placed  in  the  filter,  on  account  of  silt  carried  by  the  river  water, 
the  increase  in  the  fineness  of  the  sand  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  a  very 
material  reduction  in  the  quantity  of  water  that  would  pass  through  the 
filter. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  height  of  water  in  the  sand  of  the  filter 
while  it  was  being  drained  showed  that,  while  the  portion  nearest  the  pump- 
ing station,  amounting  to  approximately  half  the  area,  for  the  most  part 
drained  down  rapidly,  the  water  in  the  easterly  half  of  the  filter  did  not 
drain  down  readily,  and  in  some  portions  of  it  remained,  after  several  hours 
of  draining,  but  little  below  the  surface  of  the  sand. 

Excavations  were  made  through  the  whole  depth  of  the  sand  and  into 

the  gravel  forming  and  surrounding  the  uuderdrains.     The  sand  was  found 

to  be  clean  and  unobstructed  throughout  its  full  depth,  and  in  the  portion 

of  the  filter  near  the  pumping  station  the  gravel  under  the  sand  was  found 

where  examined  to  be  in  good  condition,  and  the  water  appeared  to  drain 

freely  through  it.     More  attention  was  given  to  the  easterly  portion  of  the 

filter,  where,  as  has  been  stated,  the  water  did  not  drain  readily  from  it. 

Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  sand  was  found  in  nearly  all  parts  of  it  to  be  clean 

and  nnobstructed  down  to  the  gravel ;  but  within  the  gravel  and  between 

the  stones  surrounding  the  drain  pipes  and  in  the  joints  of  the  drain  pipes 

was  found  a  deposit  of  gelatinous  iron  rust,  together  with  some  Crenothrix, 

a  plant  which  grows  in  water  containing  iron,  which  deposit  allowed  very 

little  water  to  enter  the  drain  pi[>es.     This  deposit  was  more  dense  in  the 

middle  and  upper  portion  of  the  layer  of  gravel,  where  air  has  entered  this 

layer  from  the  uuderdrains  when  the  water  in  the  pump  well  has  been  drawn 

below  the  top  of  the  uuderdrains. 

It  is  evident  from  the  character  of  this  deposit  that  air  is  essential  to  its 
formation ;  and  the  only  way  to  prevent  its  formation  in  the  future  is  to 
run  the  filter,  as  it  was  intended  to  be  run  from  the  time  of  construction^ 
with  the  water  in  the  pump  well  always  above  the  top  of  the  uuderdrains, 
or  not  below  the  level  of  31  feet  on  the  scale  of  heights. 
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This  portion  of  the  filter  can  be  rendered  efficient  by  excavating  trencbe 
10  feet  wide  across  the  filter,  in  line  of  and  over  the  underdrains,  removiz^ 
the  gmvel  for  this  width,  washing  and  relaying  the  pipes,  and  at  the  sanic 
time  extending  the  lines  of  four-inch  pipes  a  distance  of  about  50  feel 
from  their  present  termination  and  placing  clean  gravel  about  them,  as  it 
was  originally  placed,  adjacent  to  such  pipes ;  then  filling  the  trench  above 
the  gravel  to  a  depth  of  2  feet  vith  the  washed  sand  which  you  have  upoa 
the  bank,  and  filling  above  this  and  over  the  present  top  of  the  filter  be- 
tween the  nearest  carriers  with  the  remaining  sand  from  the  excavation. 
This  process  should  be  continued  over  so  much  of  the  filter  as  does  not 
allow  the  water  to  drain  from  the  sand  freely,  which  includes  a  large  part 
of  the  easterly  half  of  the  filter  and  a  small  portion  of  the  remainder. 

When  the  filter  was  constructed,  you  were  advised  that  the  whole  sio^ 
face  should  be  cleaned  once  a  month,  and  that  certain  portions  should  be 
cleaned  oftener  in  times  of  freshets.  Your  recoixls  show  that  the  easterl] 
portion  of  the  filter  has  been  allowed  to  remain  uncleaned  in  the  cold  sea* 
son  a  much  longer  time,  even  reaching  a  period  of  four  or  five  months 
while  the  poi*tion  nearer  the  pumping  station  has  been  cleaned  mor 
frequently.  To  this  fact  is  probably  due  the  larger  deposit  of  iron  in  tb 
gravel  of  the  easterly  portion,  and  the  Board  regards  it  important  that  tb 
original  instruction  in  regard  to  cleaning  the  filter  should  be  carried  out  i 
order  to  maintain  its  efficiency.  To  accomplish  this,  it  is,  in  the  opinio 
of  the  Board,  necessary  that  the  filter  be  covered,  to  effectually  prevent  tt 
formation  of  ice  upon  its  surface. 

Upon  completing  the  relaying  of  the  undcrdrains  and  upon  restoring  tt 
filter  bed  to  its  original  depth,  it  should  hereafter  be  maintained  at  thi 
depth;  and,  to  keep  it  in  the  most  efficient  condition  for  purifying  ti 
water,  it  should  be  run  intermittently,  as  originally  designed. 

You  have  found  the  filter  delivering  an  abundant  supply  of  water  durir 
the  past  four  months,  but  from  this  you  cannot  conclude  that  it  will  coi 
tinue  to  do  so,  for  during  the  season  of  the  formation  of  ice  the  sand  wi 
allow  only  about  two-thirds  as  much  water  to  pass  through  it  as  in  summe 
Your  experience  of  last  winter  shows  that  it  is  necessary  to  act  promptly. 

By  entering  upon  the  work  of  covering  the  filter  with  a  roof  to  prevei 
freezing  and  of  removing  the  gravel  clogged  with  iron  without  delay,  it 
probable  that  enough  work  can  be  done  before  the  beginning  of  winter  1 
insure  a  sufficient  supply  of  filtered  water  for  the  city. 

Lenox.  A  communication  was  received  from  the  Lenox  Wat< 
Company,  May  6,  1898,  requesting  that  its  reservoir  be  examinee 
**  and  such  suggestions  made  as  may  lead  to  an  improvement  of  H 
water  and  the  curing  of  any  defects  in  the  system  of  wat^r  supp] 
adopted  by  the  company."  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  i 
follows :  — 
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June  3,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for  advice 
with  reference  to  the  improvement  of  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied 
to  the  town  of  Lenox,  and  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  sources  of 
4Qpplj  to  be  made  by  its  engineer  and  has  analyzed  several  samples  of 
water  collected  at  various  times  since  the  early  portion  of  last  November. 

The  results  of  the  analysis  of  a  sample  collected  from  the  storage  reser- 
Toir  on  Nov.  9,  1897,  show  that  the  water,  while  it  had  only  a  slight  color, 
contained  a  large  amount  of  oi^anic  matter,  the  quantity  of  albuminoid 
ammonia  being  several  times  as  great  as  has  been  found  in  the  samples 
analyzed  since  that  date.  The  microscopical  examination  of  the  sample 
eoUected  in  November  showed  the  presence  of  a  very  large  number  of 
the  organism  Dinobryon^  which  has  been  known  to  cause  disagreeable 
tastes  and  odors  in  the  water  of  other  reservoirs  when  present  in  large 
nombers.  The  microscopical  examinations  of  the  other  samples  showed  the 
presence  of  very  few  organisms,  and  in  some  cases  none  were  found.  The 
presence  of  microscopic  organisms  in  the  water  of  a  pond  or  reservoir 
affects  the  appearance,  taste  and  odor  of  the  water,  rather  than  its  health- 
folness,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  our  present  information. 

An  examination  of  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  at  the  time  it  was  drawn 
down  recently  showed  the  presence  of  considerable  mud  covered  with  a 
plant  growth,  which  upon  analysis  was  found  to  be  a  variety  of  Algse 
known  as  Chara.  This  organism  is  quite  common  in  the  water  of  ponds 
and  reservoirs,  and  when  present  in  very  large  quantities  may  impart  a 
taste  and  odor  to  the  water.  It  may  also  produce  a  condition  of  the  water 
which  is  favorable  to  the  development  of  microscopic  organisms,  but  it  is 
not  known  to  have  an  unfavorable  effect  on  the  health  of  those  who  may 
drink  the  water. 

The  cause  of  the  growth  of  the  organisms  found  in  the  reservoir  is  not 
definitely  known,  but  it  is  probably  largely  due  to  the  presence  of  mud 
and  vegetable  matter  on  its  bottom ;  and  it  seems  probable  that,  by 
thoroughly  cleaning  the  bottom  and  sides  of  the  reservoir  so  as  to  remove 
^  soil,  mud  and  vegetable  matter,  leaving  a  clay  or  gravel  bottom  practi- 
cally free  from  organic  matter  in  contact  with  the  water,  the  growths  of 
organisms  could  be  greatly  reduced  and  perhaps  prevented ;  and  the  Board 
would  advise  that  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  be  thoroughly  cleaned,  and 
precautions  taken  to  prevent  mud  and  organic  matter  being  washed  into 
the  reservoir  from  the  sides  or  through  the  smaller  streams  which  enter  it. 

There  are  two  houses  with  bams  and  out-buildings  in  such  close  proxim- 
ity to  the  stream  upon  which  the  reservoir  is  situated  that  there  is  some 
danger  of  the  pollution  of  the  reservoir  by  these  places.  It  appears  that  a 
careful  supervision  of  the  disposal  of  the  drainage  and  other  refuse  from 
these  places  is  exercised  by  the  water  company ;  and  it  is  important,  in 
order  to  prevent  pollution  of  the  water  supply,  that,  if  these  houses  and 
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buildings  are  to  continue  in  use,  this  supervision  be  not  relaxed,  and  that 
the  chance  of  polluting  matters  entering  the  water  supply  be  prevented  at 
all  times. 

The  Lyman  School  for  Boys.  The  superintendent  of  the 
Lyman  School  at  Westborough  applied  to  the  Board,  March  11, 
1898,  for  the  opinion  of  theJBoard  with  reference  to  the  quality  of 
the  water  supply  of  the  institution.  The  Board  replied  to  this  ap- 
plication as  follows :  — 

Mat  5,  1896. 

In  response  to  your  communication  of  March  11,  1898,  stating  that  you 
had  reason  to  be  suspicious  of  the  quality  of  the  water  of  Sandra  Pond, 
and  requesting  an  investigation  of  this  source,  the  Board  has  caused  an 
examination  of  the  ponds  used  as  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  town  of 
Westborough  to  be  made  by  its  engineers,  and  has  carefully  examined  the 
results  of  numerous  analyses  of  samples  of  water  sent  in  by  the  water 
works  authorities  from  time  to  time  for  several  years. 

It  appears  that  the  supply  is  drawn  partly  from  the  upper  basin  of  Sandra 
Pond,  so  called,  which  is  an  artificial  storage  reservoir  of  small  depth,  a 
portion  of  the  bottom  of  which  is  covered  with  mud  and  organic  matter, 
and  partly  from  the  lower  basin,  so  called,  which  receives  water  from  the 
upper  basin  both  by  direct  flow  over  the  dam  and  by  filtration  through  the 
dam  and  the  gravelly  land  which  surrounds  it. 

A  comparison  of  the  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected 
from  the  lower  basin  with  those  collected  from  the  upper  basin  shows  that 
the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  lower  basin  is  much  better  than  that  of  the 
upper  basin,  which  at  times  contains  enormous  numbers  of  oi^anisms  of 
a  kind  which  cause  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors  when  present  in  large 
numbers  in  the  water.  If  the  supply  could  be  drawn  wholly  from  the 
lower  basin,  and  water  from  the  upper  basin  kept  from  running  directly 
into  it,  a  water  of  much  better  quality  than  that  supplied  at  present  could 
be  furnished  to  consumers ;  but  the  yield  of  the  lower  basin  is  not,  under 
present  conditions,  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  consumers  at  all  times. 

The  water-shed  of  the  basins  contains  only  a  small  number  of  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  water  does  not  appear  to  be  exposed  to  serious  danger  of 
pollution  by  sewage.  The  presence  of  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter 
found  in  the  water  of  the  basins  affects  its  appearance,  taste  and  odor, 
rather  than  its  healthfulness,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  our  present 
information. 

The  Board  cannot  advise  you  as  to  any  practicable  method  by  which  ydu 
can  improve  the  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  you,  unless  the  town  will 
take  steps  to  provide  sufficient  filtered  water  to  avoid  drawing  water  directly 
from  the  upper  basin,  which  seems  to  be  practicable,  or  unless  you  can 
obtain  an  independent  supply  from  some  suitable  source. 
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Ltnn.  The  State  Board  of  Health  having  observed  that  the 
DQinber  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  Lynn  had  increased  in  a 
nuu-ked  manner  in  recent  years,  and  that  there  was  a  further  in- 
crease in  the  early  portion  of  the  present  year,  caused  a  thorough 
investigation  to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  discover  the  probable  cause 
of  the  excessive  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  the  city.  The  Board 
after  completing  the  investigation  addressed  the  following  commu- 
nication to  the  board  of  health  of  Lynn  :  — 

JuNB  i,  1898. 

It  having  been  observed  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  that  the  number 
of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  city  of  Lynn  had  increased  in  a  marked 
manner  in  recent  years,  and  that  there  was  a  further  increase  in  the  early 
portion  of  the  present  year,  the  Board  has  caused  a  thorough  investigation 
to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  discover  the  probable  cause  of  the  excessive 
raevalence  of  this  disease  in  the  city. 

In  this  connection  an  examination  has  been  made  of  the  statistics  of 
typhoid  fever  in  Lynn,  and  records  have  been  obtained  of  the  annual  num- 
ber of  cases  of  the  disease  and  the  number  of  deaths  therefrom  since  the 
year  1881.  It  is  found  that  the  returns  of  cases  of  this  disease  were  prob- 
ably not,  for  several  years  after  1881,  as  complete  as  they  have  been  in 
recent  years.  No  information  which  appeared  to  be  of  great  value  relative 
to  the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  for  the  years  previous  to  1881  has 
been  found. 

It  appears  that  the  death  rate  from  all  causes  in  Lynn  has  been  materially 
ledoced  during  the  past  eighteen  years.  Beginning  with  1880,  the  death 
rate  per  10,000  of  the  population  by  three-year  periods  has  been  as  fol- 
lows :  — 


PERIOD. 

Death  Rate  from 

All  CaoMi 
per  10,000  Living. 

PERIOD. 

Death  Rate  ftt)m 

All  Cauaei 
per  10,000  Living. 

1880-82,   .... 
1883-85,   .... 
1886-88,   .... 

201.2 
179.6 
177.0 

1889-91,    .... 
1892-94,   .... 

loyo— 'yT,  .... 

168.7 
170.6 
167.7 

A  study  of  the  death  rate  from  infectious  diseases  during  the  past  nine 
years,  from  1889  to  1897,  considered  in  a  similar  manner,  shows  a  notice- 
able increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  infectious  diseases  as  com- 
pared with  the  deaths  from  all  causes.  These  facts  appear  in  the  following 
Uble :  — 
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PERIOD. 


ATenife  Annoal 

Niunber  of  Deftths  from 

Infecttoui  DImum 

per  10,000  Llrlng. 


( 
IknmAn 
due  to 
laftethNU 


1889-91, 
1892-94, 
1895-97, 


17.0 
17.7 
19.0 


A  study  by  three-year  periods  of  the  death  rate  from  typhoid  fever  per 
10,000  living  shows  an  increase  similar  to  that  which  was  found  to  exist 
in  the  death  rate  from  all  infectious  diseases  during  the  same  years  from 
1889  to  1897.  The  average  annual  death  rate  from  typhoid  fever  and  the 
relation  of  the  deaths  from  this  disease  to  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
all  causes  during  each  of  the  three-year  periods  are  as  follows :  — 


PERIOD. 


Areniffe  Annoal 

Number  of  Deftthi  from 

Typhoid  Fever 

per  10,000  Living. 


Pectoeataft  (ofPeetht 

fhrnAilOaaaee) 
dae  to  Typliold  f^ver. 


I 


1889-91,  

1892-94,  ! 

1896-97,  : 


1.7 
2.0 
3.1 


1.0 
1.1 
1.9 


It  appears  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  death  rate  from  typhoid 
fever  during  the  past  three  years  has  been  55  per  cent,  higher  than  that 
of  the  years  from  1892  to  1894,  and  over  82  per  cent,  higher  than  during 
the  period  from  1889  to  1891.  Moreover,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  relation 
of  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  to  the  total  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  during  the  three  years  from  1895  to  1897  was  78  per  cent, 
higher  than  the  average  of  the  three-year  peiiod  next  preceding,  and  90 
per  cent,  greater  than  that  of  the  years  from  1889  to  1891. 

The  death  rate  from  typhoid  fever  per  10,000  living  during  each  of  the 
past  three  years,  1895-97,  has  been,  respectively,  2.1,  4.4,  2.9.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  mortality  from  the  disease  in  1896  was  about  2.1  times 
that  of  the  previous  year,  and  during  1897  was  about  1.4  times  that  of 
1895.  The  death  rate  from  typhoid  fever  during  1896  was  higher  than 
that  of  any  year  since  1884,  and  during  1897  was  greater  than  during  any 
other  year,  except  1896,  since  the  year  1887. 

The  records  of  the  number  of  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  deaths 
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tberefrom  daring  the  past  seventeen  years  show  that  this  series  of  years 
may  he  divided  into  three  periods.  The  first  extended  from  1881  to  1887, 
covering  a  period  of  seven  years ;  the  second,  from  1888  to  1898,  embrac- 
ing six  years ;  and  the  third,  from  1894  to  March  24,  1898,  covering  about 
four  and  a  quarter  years. 

It  is  evident  that  typhoid  fever  was  prevalent  in  Lynn  in  an  excessive 
degree  during  the  period  of  years  first  mentioned,  from  1881  to  1887.  The 
probable  number  of  cases  occurring  during  each  of  the  years  in  question, 
estimated  from  the  number  of  deaths  actually  reported  upon  the  basis  of 
20  per  cent,  mortality  and  of  the  present  population,  has  been  found  to 
be  as  follows :  — 


1881, 
1882, 
188S, 
1884, 


196 
212 
169 
147 


TEAB. 


1886, 
1886, 
1887, 


99 
121 
116 


Daring  the  period  from  1888  to  1898  the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  reported  each  year  was  fairly  uniform,  and  was  lower  than  in  any 
period  since  records  have  been  kept ;  so  that  this  period  may  reasonably 
be  taken  to  represent  what,  for  purposes  of  comparison,  may  be  considered 
a»the  normal  prevalence  of  tyi^hoid  fever  in  Lynn  when  there  are  no  unusual 
caoses  of  infection.  The  annual  number  of  cases  of  the  disease,  estimated 
upon  the  basis  of  present  population,  from  the  number  of  cases  actually 
reported,  for  each  of  the  six  years  from  1888  to  1893,  is  as  follows :  — 


The  average  number  of  cases  of  the  disease  per  10,000  inhabitants  was 
10.5  and  the  average  number  of  deaths  1.9. 

Very  early  in  the  year  1894  the  number  of  reported  cases  per  month 
began  to  be  considerably  greater  than  the  average  monthly  number  during 
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the  period  from  1888  to  1893.  The  conditions  of  the  year  1894  were 
pecaliar,  in  that  the  number  of  cases  was  not  as  great  as  usual  during  the 
late  summer  and  the  autumn  months,  but  was  very  much  greater  than 
usual  during  the  winter  and  spring  months.  The  average  annual  num- 
ber of  cases  during  the  past  three  years,  1895  to  1897,  upon  the  basis  of 
present  population,  was  100.2 ;  which  is  47  per  cent,  larger  than  the  aver- 
age number  for  the  period  of  six  years  from  1888  to  1893.  The  current 
year,  1898,  has  been  marked  by  an  excessive  prevalence  of  the  disease 
during  the  months  of  February  and  March. 

During  the  entire  period  from  Jan.  1,  1894,  to  March  24,  1898,  there 
was  reported  to  your  board  a  total  number  of  390  cases  of  typhoid  fever, 
77  of  which  have  resulted  in  death.  Assuming  that  the  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  and  deaths  therefrom  during  the  period  from  1888  to  1893  represent 
usual  conditions,  there  has  been  an  excess,  in  the  interval  between  Jan. 
1,  1894,  and  March  24,  1898,  of  about  156  cases,  resulting  in  about  35 
deaths. 

From  Jan.  1,  1895,  to  March  24,  1898,  there  was  reported  a  total  num- 
ber of  336  cases  of  typhoid  fever ;  and  in  269  of  these  a  careful  investi- 
gation has  been  made  of  each  individual  case,  and  information  has  been 
obtained  relative  to  the  occupation  and  movements  for  about  two  months 
prior  to  the  date  of  illness  of  persons  having  the  disease,  together  with  as 
complete  information  as  possible  relative  to  the  water,  milk,  ice  and  food 
supplies  used  in  each  case  during  that  period.  In  the  study  of  these  cases 
a  large  portion  of  the  information  was  collected  through  your  sanitary  in- 
spectors, who  were  detailed  by  you  to  do  this  work.  The  remaining  67 
(or  about  20  per  cent.)  were  not  investigated,  because  no  satisfactory 
information  concerning  them  could  be  obtained,  the  large  majority  of  those 
persons  sick  with  the  disease  during  the  years  1895  and  1896  having  re- 
moved from  the  city. 

Of  the  269  cases  investigated,  12  were  undoubtedly  imported,  7  others 
may  reasonably  be  attributed  to  infection  derived  elsewhere  than  in  Lynn, 
and  13  cases  followed  somewhat  closely  upon  others  occurring  in  the  same 
families,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  infection  may  have  been  derived  from 
direct  personal  contact  and  association  with  those  first  coming  down  with 
the  sickness.  Excluding  the  eases  which  were  imported,  and  2  others,  all 
are  known  to  have  been  provided  with  the  public  water  supply  at  the  house 
from  which  they  were  reported.  Only  17  individuals  of  the  257  cases  in- 
vestigated, excluding  as  before  the  imported  cases,  are  believed  to  have 
used  at  their  homes  any  other  water  than  that  from  the  public  water  works. 
One  hundred  and  fifty-four  persons  (or  60  per  cent.)  of  all  the  cases  in- 
vestigated, excluding  the  12  cases  known  definitely  to  have  been  imported, 
are  believed  to  have  used  no  water  for  drinking  purposes  other  than  the 
public  water  supply  of  Lynn,  during  a  period  of  two  months  previous  to 

• 

coming  down  with  the  disease. 
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A  study  of  the  relation  of  the  use  of  spring  waters  to  the  cases  of  typhoid 
fever  occurring  in  Lynn  during  the  period  from  Jan.  1,  1895,  to  March  24, 
1898,  has  given  no  evidence  that  the  infection  in  any  instance  was  derived 
from  the  use  of  a  spring  water.  There  is  evidence,  however,  that  the  water 
of  several  of  these  springs  has  been  at  some  time  greatly  polluted  by  sew- 
age and  Bobsequently  well  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground ;  and, 
while  no  case  of  typhoid  fever  was  traced  to  the  use  of  water  from  these 
springs,  some  of  the  waters  are  excessively  hard,  and  it  is  not  improbable 
that  the  hardness  has  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  those  using 
these  waters.  Moreover,  there  is  danger  that  the  purification  of  the  water 
in  its  passage  through  the  ground  may  at  some  time  be  less  thorough,  and 
tfaos  endanger  the  health  of  those  who  use  it. 

An  examination  of  the  relation  of  the  cases  occurring  during  the  period 
above  noted  to  the  milk  supply  indicates  that  several  cases  coming  down 
in  September,  1896,  may  have  been  due  to  infection  received  from  the  use 
of  milk  sopplied  by  one  of  the  largest  dealers  in  Lynn.  A  careful  investi- 
gation of  other  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  relative  to  the  use  of  milk  and  a 
general  study  of  the  milk  supply  of  Lynn,  has  failed  to  give  any  further 
evidence  of  infection  derived  from  the  use  of  this  article  of  food. 

In  the  course  of  the  investigation  it  was  learned  that  about  70  per  cent, 
of  the  people  of  the  city  used  ice  in  connection  with  food  or  drinking 
water ;  while,  of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  investigated,  it 
was  foond  that  a  somewhat  smaller  percentage  of  those  who  contracted  the 
disease  had  used  ice  in  this  way  for  a  period  of  several  weeks  prior  to  the 
date  of  illness.  Considering  the  fact  that  the  most  excessive  prevalence 
of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  months  from  December  to  April,  inclusive, 
when  the  use  of  ice  in  contact  with  food  and  water  is  far  less  common  than 
At  other  seasons,  it  is  unreasonable  to  attribute  the  excessive  prevalence  of 
the  disease  during  these  years  to  the  use  of  ice. 

An  examination  into  the  system  of  public  water  supply  of  the  city  of 
Lynn  has  revealed  a  most  serious  pollution  by  sewage  of  that  portion 
which  has  been  taken  from  the  Saugus  River  above  Howlett's  dam.  The 
use  of  this  source  appears  to  have  been  begun  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1893,  or  early  in  the  year  1894.  Throughout  the  past  four  years 
typhoid  fever  has  been  more  or  less  prevalent  upon  the  water-shed  of  this 
stream,  under  conditions  which  at  times  must  have  caused  the  infection 
of  the  river  water  with  the  germs  of  the  disease,  since  there  are  many  cess- 
pools which  overflow  into  the  stream,  and  there  are  privies  situated  either 
directly  over  the  water  or  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  It  has  been  found 
that  practically  coincident  with  the  first  use  of  this  river  water  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  public  supply  in  Lynn  typhoid  fever  began  to  be  prevalent 
to  a  degree  greatly  in  excess  of  its  prevalence  during  the  preceding  six 
years,  when  the  water  supply  is  believed  to  have  been  in  no  part  drawn 
from  this  source. 
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In  addition  to  the  statistical  evidence  which  has  been  presented,  ms 
facts  have  been  brought  out  by  personal  studies  of  the  individual  cases 
typhoid  fever  which  make  it  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  other  condusi 
than  that  nearly  all  of  the  excess  in  the  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in  Ly 
during  the  years  from  1894  to  1897  has  been  due  to  the  use  of  the  poUu^ 
waters  of  the  Saugus  River  and  of  Birch  Pond,  and  perhaps  Breed's  Poi 
which  have  been  contaminated  therefrom.  It  appears  probable  that  so 
of  the  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurring  during  the  present  year  have  Im 
due  to  temporary  infection  of  the  water  of  Hawkes  reservoir. 

In  addition  to  the  examination  which  was  made  of  the  water-shed  of  i 
Saugus  River,  a  careful  investigation  was  made  of  the  water-sheds  and  \ 
condition  of  the  various  other  sources  of  public  supply  of  the  city.  It  i 
pears  that  the  water-sheds  of  Breed's,  Birch,  Walden  and  Glen  Lewis  poi 
are  largely  embraced  in  a  tract  of  land  known  as  the  Lynn  woods,  wh 
is  public  property  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  park.  There  is  no  e 
dence  that  injury  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  ponds  has  been  caui 
by  the  use  of  these  lands  by  the  public  up  to  the  present  time. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  lai 
portion  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  city  of  Ly 
in  the  past  four  years  has  been  due  to  the  pollution  of  the  portion  of  1 
water  supply  drawn  from  Saugus  River  and  from  Birch  and  Breed's  pont 
to  which  this  water  is  supplied.  The  sickness  and  mortality  caused  by  1 
pollution  of  the  public  water  supply  of  the  city  are,  in  the  opinion  of  1 
Board,  unnecessary  and  preventable ;  and  the  Board  would,  therefore,  i 
vise  the  city  of  Lynn  that,  on  account  of  the  large  population  situated  up 
the  water-shed  of  the  Saugus  River,  the  water  from  this  stream  should  i 
be  taken  into  the  city  until  it  has  been  thoroughly  purified  by  filtrati< 
While  it  does  not  appear  that  the  public  use  of  the  Lynn  woods,  so  call 
has  caused  pollution  of  the  ponds  about  which  these  lands  are  situated 
is,  nevertheless,  important  that  the  use  of  these  lands  in  the  vicinity  of 
ponds  and  streams  be  continually  under  careful  sui>ervision,  in  order  tl 
all  danger  of  the  pollution  of  these  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  city  n 
be  prevented. 

The  Board  would  also  advise  that  measures  be  taken  to  prevent  the  u 
for  domestic  purposes,  of  ice  from  polluted  sources.  A  careful  supervis 
should  also  be  exercised  over  the  spring  waters  sold  in  the  city,  in  on 
that  the  sale  of  such  waters  as  are  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  n 
be  prevented. 

With  these  conditions  established,  we  see  no  reason  why  the  city  of  Lj 
may  not  return  to  the  enviable  condition  existing  from  1888  to  1898,  wl 
deaths  from  typhoid  fever  were  less  than  in  nearly  all  the  cities  of 
State. 

Should  you  desire  to  examine  the  details  obtained  in  this  investigatii 
they  will  be  shown  you  at  this  office. 
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Marblehead.  a  communication  was  received  from  the  water 
commissioners  of  Marblehead,  Dec.  20,  1897,  asking  the  opinion 
of  the  Board  as  to  the  cause  of  a  reddish  color  in  the  public  water 
supply  of  the  town,  sometimes  accompanied  by  a  bad  taste  and 
odor.  They  also  requested  advice  as  to  the  best  remedy  for  the 
same.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

JuLT  7,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Dec.  20,  1897,  a  com- 
mQDication  relative  to  the  quality  of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Mar- 
blehead, which  you  state  is  objectionable  on  account  of  a  reddish  color, 
which  stains  materials  with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  and  also  on  account 
of  a  somewhat  disagreeable  taste  and  odor ;  and  you  request  information 
18  to  the  cause  of  the  trouble  and  advice  as  to  a  remedy  therefor. 

The  Bqard  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  present  sources  of  supply 
to  be  made  by  its  engineer,  and  finds  that  the  supply  of  the  town  is  at 
present  drawn  chiefly  from  two  large  wells,  one  known  as  Well  No.  1, 
located  near  the  pumping  station  and  not  far  from  Loring  Avenue  in 
Salem,  and  the  other  known  as  Well  No.  2,  located  about  800  feet  south- 
east of  the  pumping  station.     The  water  in  the  latter  well  stands  at  a  con- 
nderably  higher  level  than  the  water  in  Well  No.  1,  and  is  drawn  into  Well 
No.  1  by  gravity.     A  system  of  thirty-nine  tubular  wells,  situated  mostly 
in  a  marsh  near  the  salt  water  north-east  of  the  pumping  station,  has  been 
QBed  occasionally  in  connection  with  the  other  sources.    Numerous  samples 
of  the  water  supplied  to  the  town  from  these  sources  have  been  analyzed 
since  the  works  were  first  constructed,  the  results  of  which  show  that  the 
water  is  affected  by  the  presence  of  an  excessive  amount  of  iron,  causing 
the  reddish  appearance  and  probably  also  the  taste  and  odor  of  the  water 
to  which  you  refer  in  your  application. 

Examinations  of  the  separate  sources  of  supply  show  that  the  water  of 
Well  No.  2,  which  furnishes  the  greater  portion  of  the  water  supplied  to 
the  town,  contains  a  very  large  amount  of  iron.  It  has  not  been  practicable 
to  obtain  samples  from  Well  No.  1  except  at  times  when  it  was  affected  by 
the  presence  of  water  from  Well  No.  2 ;  but  the  mingled  water  of  the  two 
wells,  as  drawn  from  Well  No.  1 ,  contains  a  considerably  smaller  quantity 
of  iron  than  the  water  of  Well  No.  2,  and  it  seems  probable  that  the  water 
which  drains  naturally  into  Well  No.  1  is  not  at  present  affected  by  an 
excess  of  iron. 

Examinations  of  the  water  of  the  tubular  wells  show  that  this  water  also 
is  affected  by  an  excess  of  iron,  and,  moreover,  the  quality  of  the  water 
appears  to  deteriorate  rapidly  when  any  cousiderable  amount  is  drawn  from 
these  wells,  on  account  of  a  marked  increase  at  such  times  in  the  hardness 
and  in  the  quantity  of  salt  present  in  the  water. 
With  regard  to  the  best  means  of  improving  the  quality  of  the  water  of 
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Well  No.  2,  the  Board  has  caused  experiments  to  be  made  with  water  taken 
from  this  well,  the  results  of  which  have  shown  that  by  first  aerating  the 
water  and  subsequently  filtering  it  through  a  sand  filter  at  a  rate  of  about 
10,000,000  gallons  per  acre  per  day,  the  iron  can  all  be  removed,  and  a 
elear  and  colorless  water  can  be  obtained  which  is  free  from  taste  and  odor. 

In  constructing  a  filter  to  filter  all  of  the  water  of  Well  No.  2,  it  would 
be  desirable  to  provide  for  a  smaller  rate  of  filtration  than  that  at  which 
the  experimental  filter  was  operated,  and  the  depth  of  sand  should  not  be 
less  than  24  inches.  The  filter  should  be  so  designed  and  constructed  that 
it  can  be  operated  without  difficulty  at  the  rate  proposed,  and  provision 
should  be  made  for  cleaning.  The  filter  should  be  covered,  to  prevent 
difficulty  of  operation  in  cold  weather. 

Should  you  desire  to  construct  a  filter  for  the  improvement  of  your  water 
supply,  the  plans  should  be  prepared  by  a  com|>etent  hydraulic  engineer, 
and  the  Board  will,  upon  application,  give  you  advice  with  reference  to 
any  plans  which  you  may  wish  to  present. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  the  town  is  increasing,  and  in  connection 
with  plans  for  the  filtration  of  water  from  your  present  sources  the  Board 
would  suggest  that  you  consider  the  question  of  the  possible  necessity  for 
an  additional  supply. 


Medfori).  An  application  was  received,  Oct.  18,  1898,  from 
the  water  commissioners  of  Medford,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  proposed  use  of  the  water  of  Wright's  Pond  as  a 
source  of  water  supply  during  the  cold  weather.  The  Board  re- 
plied to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Deo.  2, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  October  18,  an  appli- 
cation requesting  the  advice  of  the  Board  with  reference  to  the  use  of  water 
from  Wright's  Pond  for  the  supply  of  the  city  of  Medford  during  cold 
weather. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  pond  and  its  water-shed  to  be  examined  by 
one  of  its  engineers,  and  a  sample  of  the  water  collected  on  November  4 
to  be  analyzed.  This  analysis  shows  that  the  water  at  that  time  had  con- 
siderable color  and  a  somewhat  unpleasant  odor  when  heated ;  and  the 
quantity  of  organic  matter  present,  as  shown  by  the  free  and  albuminoid 
ammonia,  was  large.  The  water  of  the  pond  does  not  appear  to  be  ex- 
posed to  danger  of  pollution  by  sewage,  but  it  will  be  liable  to  be  objec- 
tionable for  drinking  and  other  uses  on  account  of  its  appearance  and 
disagreeable  taste  and  odor ;  and  on  this  account  the  Board  would  advise 
that  you  avoid  the  use  of  water  from  this  pond,  if  a  better  source  is 
available. 
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Natick.  The  water  commissioners  of  Natick  applied  to  the 
Board,  Feb.  15,  1898,  for  its  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  water 
sapply  for  the  town,  to  be  taken  from  gravel  beds  lying  between 
the  Worcester  road,  the  Saxonville  branch  of  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Raiht)ad  and  Lake  Cochituate,  and  distant  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  the  railroad  station  in  Natick.  The  Board  replied  to 
this  application  as  follows :  — 

MuiCH  17,  IS98. 

An  application  was  received  from  you,  on  Feb.  15,  1898,  requesting  the 
advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water 
supply  for  the  town  of  Natick,  containing  the  following  outline  of  your 
proposed  plans :  — 

It  is  proposed  to  obtain  a  supply  of  ground  water  from  the  gravel  beds  under- 
lying land  owned  by  the  town  of  Natick  and  l3ring  between  the  Worcester  Road 
(old  turnpike),  the  Saxonville  branch  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  and  Lake 
Cochituate,  said  land  being  located  in  the  town  of  Natick  and  distant  about  one 
and  one-half  miles  from  the  railroad  station  in  Natick,  and  is  the  territoiy  re- 
ferred to  in  the  commimication  of  your  Board  to  the  water  commissioners  of 
Natick,  dated  Nor.  4, 1897. 

It  is  proposed  to  obtain  this  water  by  driven  wells  of  large  diameter  arranged 
in  clusters  and  connected  with  each  other  and  a  main  suction  pipe  by  pipes  of 
appropriate  diameter,  such  wells  to  be  located  at  such  points  and  driven  to 
such  depths  as  convenience  in  construction  and  quantity  of  water  available  may 
indicate. 

Or,  by  an  excavated  well  of  large  diameter,  to  be  retained  witli  heavy  stone 
work,  laid  dry,  and  lined  inside  with  water-tight  brick  work  laid  in  American 
Portland  cement,  this  well  to  be  covered  with  appropriate  roof  to  exclude  sun- 
light. 

Or,  the  above  methods  may  be  used  in  combination ;  in  such  case  the  large 
well  to  serve  as  a  storage  reservoir  to  meet  the  demand  for  rapid  pumping. 

The  water  obtained  by  either  or  both  of  the  above  plans  is  to  be  pumped  into 
a  stand-pipe,  to  be  constructed  on  an  appropriate  elevation  within  the  town  limits, 
such  stand-pipe  to  be  of  most  modem  construction,  and  to  have  a  tight  roof  to 
exclude  sunlight  and  air  and  reduce  the  danger  of  freezing  in  cold  weather.  In 
such  stand-pipe  the  ground  water  is  to  be  delivered  at  or  near  the  high-water 
nuu:k  at  the  top  of  the  structure. 

Or,  the  water  may  be  pumped  through  the  present  system  of  piping  in  the 
town  into  the  present  reservoir  on  Broad  Hill ;  in  such  case  the  reservoir  is  to 
he  covered  over  by  an  appropriate  and  durable  design  in  construction  in  order 
to  preserve  the  quality  of  the  water. 

The  opinion  and  advice  of  the  Board  is  desired  as  to  the  sufficiency  and  quality 
of  the  proposed  supply  and  its  desirability  in  comparison  with  the  water  now 
drawn  by  the  town  from  Dug  Fond. 

You  also  submitted  the  results  of  your  investigations  as  to  the  character 
of  the  soil  in  the  territory  referred  to  in  the  application  by  means  of  tubular 
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test  wells,  and  the  results  of  a  pumping  test  made  by  connecting  several 
of  these  wells  and  pumping  from  them  nearly  continuously  with  a  steam 
pump  for  a  period  of  thirteen  days,  from  January  19  to  Feb.  1,  1898. 
During  this  test  samples  of  water  drawn  from  the  wells,  collected  by  you 
and  by  the  Board,  have  been  analyzed. 

The  source  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  obtain  the  supply  is  the  same 
as  that  referred  to  in  your  application  of  last  year,  concerning  which  the 
Board  advised  that  the  conditions  appeared  to  be  favorable,  and  suggested 
that  further  investigation  be  made  in  its  communication  of  November  4. 
The  character  of  the  soil,  as  shown  by  the  material  taken  from  the  wells, 
appears  to  be  coarse  and  porous,  but  the  soil  taken  from  one  of  the  wells 
driven  in  the  bottom  of  the  small  shallow  pond  known  as  Snake  Pond  was 
quite  fine. 

The  wells  from  which  water  was  drawn  were  located  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  Snake  Pond,  and  several  other  test  wells  were  driven  near  the  shore 
of  the  southerly  basin  of  Lake  Cochituate  and  one  near  the  southerly  shore 
of  the  middle  basin  of  the  lake.  The  average  daily  quantity  of  water 
pumped  during  the  test  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  quantity  now 
used  for  the  supply  of  Nutick ;  but,  nevertheless,  the  water  in  the  ground 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  wells,  as  shown  by  your  observations,  rose  consider- 
ably during  the  test,  following  closely  a  rise  in  the  level  of  the  water  of 
Lake  Cochituate.  The  tests  as  a  whole  indicate  that  a  quantity  of  water 
much  in  excess  of  the  present  needs  of  the  town  of  Natick  can  be  obtained 
from  the  ground  at  this  place,  under  conditions  similar  to  those  which  ex- 
isted when  the  pumping  test  was  made.  The  lake  may,  however,  be  drawn 
down  much  lower  at  times  than  its  level  at  the  time  this  test  was  made, 
and  the  amount  of  water  which  the  ground  would  yield  would  be  smaller 
when  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  lake  is  lower,  and  it  is  not  feasible  to 
tell  definitely  the  probable  quantity  of  water  that  could  be  obtained  from 
the  ground  when  the  lake  is  drawn  down  near  low-water  level ;  but  it 
appears  to  be  practicable  to  increase  the  yield  of  the  wells,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  by  pumping  water  from  the  lake  upon  the  surface  of  the 
ground  in  their  vicinity. 

Analyses  of  several  samples  of  the  water  of  the  test  wells  collected  at 
intervals  throughout  the  test  show  that  this  water  was  clear,  colorless  and 
otherwise  of  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply ;  and, 
if  the  location  of  the  wells  in  soil  containing  organic  matter  beneath  the 
small  pond  is  avoided,  and  the  wells  for  permanent  use  are  located  at  a 
sufficient  distance  from  the  lake  to  avoid  danger  of  imperfectly  filtered 
water  from  that  source  finding  its  way  into  them,  there  appears  to  be  no 
reason  to  expect  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  water,  if  a  quantity  suffi- 
cient for  the  supply  of  Natick  should  be  drawn  continually  from  the  ground 
at  this  place,  provided  the  water  is  kept  from  exposure  to  light,  as  is  pro- 
posed in  your  present  plan. 
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In  view  of  the  results  of  the  investigation,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  source  proposed  by  you  is  an  appropriate  one  for  the  supply  of 
the  town  of  Natick,  and  is  much  more  desirable  than  Dug  Pond,  your 
present  source,  the  capacity  of  which  is  little  in  excess  of  the  present 
needs  of  the  town  in  dry  years.  Moreover,  as  stated  in  the  previous 
communication  of  the  Board  with  reference  to  this  subject.  Dug  Pond  is 
not  a  safe  source  from  which  to  take  water  directly  for  domestic  uses,  on 
account  of  the  large  population  located  along  its  main  feeder,  which  dis- 
charges into  the  arm  of  the  pond  from  which  its  supply  for  the  town  is 
drawn. 

The  Board  would,  therefore,  advise  that  the  new  works  be  constructed 
with  a  view  to  supplying  the  town  wholly  from  the  new  source,  in  order 
that  the  use  of  water  from  Dug  Pond  may  be  abandoned  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

Needham.  An  application  was  received,  Sept.  23,  1898,  from 
the  Needham  water  board,  giving  notice  of  their  intention  to  in- 
crease the  water  supply  of  that  town,  and  requesting  the  advice 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health  relative  to  the  same.  The  Board 
replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Not.  17, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Sept.  28,  1898,  an 
application  under  the  authority  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  giving 
notice  of  your  intention  to  increase  the  system  of  water  supply  for  the  town 
of  Needham,  and  giving  an  outline  of  your  proposed  plan  for  adding  to  the 
supply  by  providing  further  means  for  securing  ground  water  from  the 
water-shed  of  your  present  supply,  as  follows  :  — 

To  accomplish  this  it  is  proposed  to  sink  another  well  or  provide  filter-galleries 
or  conduits,  or  both,  in  the  sand  and  gravel  basin  between  the  present  well  and 
the  pumping  station. 

To  aid  in  keeping  the  ground  saturated  about  the  supply  well,  it  is  proposed 
to  coDstniet  a  storage  basin  either  above  the  location  of  the  wells  in  the  valley 
of  the  brook  or  below  the  wells  near  the  pumping  station  in  the  sandy  basin 
before  mentioned 

The  latter  location  seems  preferable,  inasmuch  as  considerable  spring  water 
now  wasted  would  be  intercepted ;   the  water  table  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the 
wells  would  be  maintained  higher ;  more  water  would  pass  through  the  reser- 
Foir,  creating  a  better  circulation ;  and  there  would  be  a  large  body  of  water 
near  the  pumping  station,  which,  although  not  to  be  used  direct,  its  presence 
would  give  an  added  sense  of  security  in  considering  the  possibility  of  a  con- 
flagration coincident  with  an  empty  stand-pipe  and  low  water  in  the  wells.    The 
reservoir  would  be  excavated  to  uniform  depths  and  protected  against  impure 
surface  water  by  a  sand  filter  dam  where  the  brook  enters. 
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Subsequently  a  plan  was  submitted  by  your  engineer,  showing  the  pro- 
posed location  of  a  well  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  about  440  feet  south- 
west of  your  present  well,  between  the  present  well  and  the  pumping 
station,  together  with  the  location  of  the  proposed  dam  across  the  brook 
a  short  distance  above  your  pumping  station,  but  below  the  location  of 
the  present  and  proposed  wells,  and  the  approximate  outlines  of  the  res- 
ervoir which  would  be  created  thereby. 

From  this  plan  it  appears  that  the  shores  of  the  pond  will  be  at  the 
nearest  place  within  about  225  feet  of  your  present  well,  and  that,  to  avoid 
flooding  the  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  your  proposed  new  well, 
it  is  proposed  to  raise  the  level  of  the  ground  so  that  the  line  of  flowage 
in  the  pond  will  be  at  least  90  feet  from  the  well. 

The  consumption  of  water  in  Needham  has  increased  very  rapidly  in  the 
last  few  yeara,  and  there  are  indications  that  the  supply  from  the  present 
source  would  prove  inadequate  for  the  supply  of  the  town  in  a  dry  season, 
and  a  suitable  additional  supply  should  be  provided  without  delay. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans,  and  has  caused 
the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer  and  a  sample  of  the  water  from 
the  test  well  at  the  location  of  your  proposed  new  well  to  be  analyzed.  It 
appears  that  a  test  well  at  the  site  of  your  proposed  new  well  yields  water 
freely  at  a  rate  of  about  60  gallons  per  minute  when  pumping  with  a  hand 
pump ;  and  the  results  of  the  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the  water  sent  in  by 
you  from  this  well  indicate  that  its  quality  at  the  present  time  is  good, 
being  about  the  same  as  that  of  your  present  source  of  supply.  Observa- 
tions upon  the  height  of  water  in  the  test  well  and  in  your  present  well 
show  that,  when  pumping  from  the  present  source,  the  level  of  the  water 
in  the  test  well  is  affected  to  a  considerable  extent,  showing  that  the  ground 
water  in  the  vicinity  of  your  proposed  well  is  already  influenced  by  pump- 
ing from  your  present  source.  No  test  has  been  made  to  determine  the 
probable  quantity  of  water  that  can  be  obtained  from  the  ground  in  the 
vicinity  of  this  test  well,  in  addition  to  the  quantity  now  obtained  from 
your  present  well. 

The  proposed  well  would  be  located  close  to  the  edge  of  the  water-shed 
of  the  brook,  on  its  southerly  and  westerly  sides,  while  on  the  north-westerly 
and  northerly  sides  tests  of  the  ground  have  shown  that  ledge  comes  to 
within  9  feet  of  the  surface  in  places.  It  also  appears  that  ledge  was  en- 
countered in  the  test  well  at  a  depth  of  16  feet  beneath  the  surface,  and 
the  indications  are  that  the  stratum  of  porous  material  from  which  water 
can  be  obtained  is  not  of  considerable  depth  or  extent. 

It  is  a  part  of  your  plan,  however,  to  create  a  small  pond  near  the  wells, 
by  means  of  which  it  is  expected  to  saturate  the  ground  and  thus  increase 
the  yield  of  these  sources.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  beforehand  to 
what  extent  the  water  of  your  proposed  pond  would  filter  through  the 
ground  to  these  wells;    but,  even  if  a  large  portion  of  the  flow  of  the 
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brook  should  enter  the  wells  through  the  ground,  it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  yield  of  the  wells  would  be  sufficient  to  supply  the  requirements  of  the 
town  of  Needham  if  a  dry  year  should  occur  in  the  immediate  future.  It 
may  also  happen  that  imperfectly  filtered  water  from  the  [>ond  may  enter 
the  wells  and  have  an  unfavorable  influence  upon  the  quality  of  the  water, 
causing  it  to  contain  an  excess  of  iron  or  organic  matter,  and  making  it 
objectionable  for  many  uses. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  does  not  at  present  advise 
the  adoption  of  the  method  now  proposed  for  increasing  the  water  supply 
of  the  town  of  Needham,  but  would  advise  a  further  investigation,  with  a 
Tiew  to  obtaining  a  larger  quantity  of  water  than  would  probably  be  made 
available  by  the  proposed  new  well. 

It  is  desirable  to  increase  your  supply,  if  possible,  by  further  works  in 
the  vicinity  of  your  present  well.  A  single  test  well  in  a  small  valley  east 
of  your  present  well  indicates  that  porous  soil  may  be  found  in  that  vicinity 
at  a  considerable  depth  beneath  the  surface  ;  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  seems  desirable  to  make  further  tests  in  this  valley,  to  determine  whether 
any  considerable  additional  supply  of  ground  water  may  be  obtained  there. 

It  is  also  desirable  to  make  a  careful  examination  along  the  Charles 
River,  near  your  present  pumping  station,  to  see  whether  a  suitable  addi- 
tional supply  may  not  be  obtained  near  that  stream. 

The  Board  will  co-operate  with  you  in  such  further  investigations  as  you 
may  decide  to  make,  by  making  such  analyses  of  samples  of  water  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  will,  upon  application,  give  you  further  advice  in  this 
matter  when  you  have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 

North  Andover.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water 
commissioners  of  North  Andover,  April  20,  1898,  for  the  advice 
of  the  Board  relative  to  taking  the  water  of  Great  Pond  in  that 
town  as  a  source  of  public  water  supi)ly.  The  Board  replied  to 
this  application  as  follows  :  — 

May  6,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  April  20,  1898,  an 

application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  source  of  water  supply 

for  the  town  of  North  Andover,  to  be  taken  from  Great  Pond  in  that  town, 

at  a  point  near  its  southerly  end,  and  has  caused  an  examination  of  the 

proposed  source  to  be  made  and  a  sample  of  the  water  of  the  pond  to  be 

analyzed. 

The  results  of  this  analysis,  and  of  analyses  of  two  samples  made  in 
previous  years,  indicate  that  the  water  is  soft,  generally  only  slightly 
colored,  and  is  in  other  respects  of  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a 
public  water  supply.  The  limited  number  of  examinations  thus  far  made 
are  not  sufficient  to  make  it  possible  to  determine  whether  its  quality  would 
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be  satisfactory  at  all  times;  bat  the  indications  are  that  the  water  will 
generally  be  satisfactory,  but  that  it  may  at  intervals  be  affected  by  the 
presence  of  large  numbers  of  microscopic  organisms,  which  may  impart 
to  the  water  a  noticeable  taste  and  odor. 

The  quantity  of  water  which  the  pond  will  furnish  is  many  times  in  ex- 
cess of  the  quantity  which  would  be  required  for  the  supply  of  the  town 
of  North  Andover. 

The  water-shed  of  the  pond  contains  a  considerable  number  of  dwelling- 
houses,  in  connection  with  most  of  which  there  are  barns  and  out-houses ; 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  danger  of  the  pollution  of  the  pond 
from  these  places.  The  pond  is  also  used  to  a  considerable  extent  as  a 
summer  resort,  and  it  is  likely  that  the  number  of  summer  visitors  will 
increase  from  year  to  year.  There  are,  moreover,  several  buildings  around 
the  shores  which  are  said  to  be  used  as  places  of  resort  in  the  summer 
season,  one  of  which  is  not  far  from  the  proposed  intake. 

Recent  investigations  in  the  cases  of  other  ponds  used  as  sources  of 
public  water  supply  indicate  that  there  might  be  much  danger  to  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  should  water  be  drawn  directly  from  the 
pond,  unless  the  use  of  the  pond  is  under  such  control  and  supervision  as 
to  prevent  its  pollution ;  and  the  Board  would  advise  that  such  control  and 
supervision  is  necessary  to  protect  the  health  of  those  who  may  use  the 
water. 


At  a  later  date,  Sept.  23,  1898,  the  same  board  applied  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  requesting  an  opinion  as  to  the  probable 
effect  of  the  water  of  Great  Pond  upon  lead  or  lead-lined  pipes, 
as  affecting  the  water  for  domestic  use.  The  Board  replied  to  this 
letter  as  follows  :  — 

Oct.  7, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  communication  of  Sept. 
23,  1898,  in  which  you  inquire  whether  anything  was  found  in  the  analyses 
of  Great  Pond  water  that  would  make  the  use  of  lead  or  lead-lined  pipe 
undesirable  for  street  services  to  dwellings. 

It  is  not  possible  for  the  Board  to  determine,  from  the  analyses  of  Great 
Pond  water  that  have  been  made  by  the  Board,  whether  the  water  would 
take  up  lead  if  supplied  through  pipes  of  that  metal,  or,  if  so,  to  what 
extent.  Investigations  thus  far  made  with  regard  to  this  subject  have 
shown  that,  while  in  some  cases  certain  waters  do  not  appear  to  dissolve 
lead  from  the  pipes,  in  most  cases  it  is  found  that  lead  is  taken  up  by  the 
water  from  such  pipes.  The  quantity  taken  up  is  in  many  cases  quite 
minute ;  but  in  some  cases  investigated  by  the  Board  it  has  been  found 
that  water  dissolves  lead  from  lead  pipes  in  large  quantities,  and  severe 
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etaes  of  lead  poisoning  have  been  caused  by  the  use  of  water  from  public 
water  supplies  drawn  through  lead  pipes. 

Even  if  tests  should  show  that  Great  Pond  water  would  not  take  up  lead 
in  passing  through  lead  pipes  at  the  present  time,  it  is  possible  that  in  the 
fotore  some  change  might  occur  in  the  character  of  the  water  which  would 
caase  it  to  attack  the  pipe,  or  a  supply  of  water  of  a  different  character 
might,  at  some  time,  be  introduced  from  another  source,  which  might  be 
anfavorably  affected  by  passing  through  lead  pipes. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  avoid  the  use 
of  lead  either  for  mains  or  services  in  connection  with  the  proposed  system 
of  water  supply  of  the  town  of  North  Andover. 


NoBTHFiELD.  An  application  was  received,  March  4,  1898,  from 
the  Northfield  Water  Company,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  a  proposed  water  supply  from  Minot  Brook  and  Warwick  Brook, 
"  for  domestic  use  and  for  the  better  protection  of  the  town  from 
fire."     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

April  8, 1808. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  March  4,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the 
town  of  Northfield,  in  which  you  state  that  the  supply  is  to  be  obtained 
from  a  brook  running  between  Hemlock  and  Rouiul  mountains,  known  as 
the  Minot  Brook.  You  also  state  that,  should  it  be  necessary  at  a  later 
date  to  increase  this  supply,  you  propose  to  use  so  much  of  the  water  of 
.  Warwick  Brook,  so  called,  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  proposed  sources  of  supply 
to  be  made  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  has  had  samples  of  the  water  of 
each  of  these  sources  analyzed.     The  water  of  Minot  Brook  is  found  from 
this  analysis  to  be  nearly  colorless,  soft,  and  of  excellent  quality  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  public  water  supply ;  and,  while  its  quality  may  be  found  to  be 
somewhat  different  at  other  seasons  of  the  year,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
difference  will  be  material.     The  water-shed  of  the  brook  is  free  from 
dwelling-houses,  and  its  waters  do  not  appear  to  be  exposed  to  any  danger 
of  sewage  pollution. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  that  can  be  obtained  from  this  * 
source,  it  is  difficult  to  form  an  estimate  from  an  examination  made  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  since  the  flow  in  the  drier  portion  of  a  dry  season  would 
be  very  much  smaller  than  at  the  present  time  ;  but,  so  far  as  can  be  learned, 
the  flow  of  this  brook  appears  to  be  well  maintained  in  the  summer  season, 
and  it  is  probable  that  by  the  construction  of  a  small  reservoir,  capable  of 
holding  a  few  weeks'  supply  for  the  town,  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water 
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can  be  obtained  from  this  source  for  the  supply  of  the  town  for  several 
years,  at  least,  if  the  growth  is  no  greater  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 

Warwick  Brook  would  probably  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  water  at  all 
times  without  storage,  but  its  water  has  considerable  color  and  would  be 
of  less  satisfactory  quality  than  that  of  Minot  Brook ;  moreover,  there  are 
several  houses  located  near  this  stream  above  the  place  at  which  it  would 
naturally  be  taken  for  the  supply  of  Northfield,  and  there  would  be  great 
danger  that,  if  this  source  should  be  used  for  the  supply  of  the  town,  the 
health  of  the  people  would  be  endangered  by  sewage  entering  the  stream 
from  these  houses.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  practicable,  except  at  a  large 
expense,  to  prevent  the  danger  of  pollution  of  this  stream  by  sewage,  and 
the  Board  therefore  does  not  advise  its  use  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for 
Northfield. 

There  appear  to  be  other  sources  in  this  region  which,  like  Minot  Brook, ' 
are  not  exposed  to  pollution  from  population  upon  their  water-sheds,  and 
from  which  it  may  be  practicable  to  obtain  by  gravity  a  further  supply  of 
water  of  good  quality  in  connection  with  Minot  Brook.  Possibly  the  brook 
draining  the  westerly  slope  of  Hemlock  Mountain  and  north  of  the  Minot 
Brook  drainage  area  would  furnish  a  suitable  and  satisfactory  additional 
supply  for  the  town.  The  Board  would  recommend  that  a  further  examina- 
tion be  made,  with  a  view  to  selecting  a  source  of  suitable  quality  in  case 
the  yield  of  Minot  Brook  should  prove  insufficient  for  the  supply  of  the 
town. 

The  Boai*d  will,  if  you  so  request,  assist  you  in  any  further  investigations 
you  may  wish  to  make  by  making  analyses  of  samples  of  water,  and  will 
give  you  further  advice  in  the  matter  when  you  have  the  results  of  further 
investigations  to  present. 

Pepperell.  An  application  was  received  from  the  selectmen 
of  Pepperell,  Oct.  26,  1897,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town  to  be  taken  from  wells  in 
the  valley  of  Sucker  Brook.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application 
as  follows :  — 

March  17, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Oct.'  26,  1897,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for .  the 
town  of  Pepperell,  with  which  you  submitted  a  report  relative  to  tests  of 
the  ground  in  the  valley  of  Sucker  Brook  in  the  Sartelle  Meadow  and 
above,  by  means  of  tubular  wells,  and  requested  the  advice  of  the  Board 
with  reference  to  taking  a  supply  of  water  for  Pepperell  from  the  ground 
in  this  vicinity. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  locality  to  be  made  by  its 
engineer,  and  has  caused  a  sample  of  the  water  collected  from  one  of  the 
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wells  to  be  analyzed.  The  resalts  of  this  analysis  do  not  differ  materially 
from  the  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  another  well  in  this 
region  three  years  ago;  they  show,  as  stated  in  a  previous  reply,  that 
the  water  is  of  good  quality  except  for  its  hardness,  which  would  render  it 
unsatisfactory  for  some  of  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

The  source  now  under  consideration  is  one  of  those  proposed  by  you  in 
jouT  application  of  three  years  ago,  the  plan  proposed  at  that  time  being 
to  construct  a  well  near  the  right  bank  of  the  Nissitissit  River,  just  below 
tbe  mouth  of  Sucker  Brook,  and  to  lay  a  pipe  with  open  joints  from  that 
point  to  the  vicinity  of  Sartelle  Meadow,  where  it  was  proposed  to  con- 
stmct  a  second  well  to  supplement  the  supply.  It  was  suggested  at  that 
time,  in  case  a  sufRcient  supply  should  not  be  obtained  from  the  valley  of 
tiie  brook«  that  the  source  might  be  further  supplemented  by  drawing  water 
from  the  valley  of  Gulf  Brook,  the  water-shed  of  which  lies  north-west  of 
that  of  Sucker  Brook.  The  results  of  tests  of  the  ground  in  the  valley  of 
Sacker  Brook  made  at  that  time  and  at  a  subsequent  time  showed  that  ledge 
was  foand  so  near  the  surface  near  the  mouth  of  Sucker  Brook  that  it  was 
impracticable  to  obtain  water  from  the  ground  at  this  place,  except  possi- 
bly in  very  small  quantity ;  and  the  tests  further  up  the  valley  showed  that 
the  conditions  for  obtaining  water  freely  from  the  ground  were  not  favor- 
able at  any  place  below  the  Sartelle  Meadow. 

The  recent  tests  were  made  by  driving  seven  wells  in  the  valley  of  the 
brook«  one  being  located  in  the  Sartelle  Meadow  and  the  others  between 
the  meadow  and  a  road  which  crosses  Sucker  Brook  about  a  quaiter  of  a 
mile  above  the  meadow.  The  tests  show  that  water  could  be  obtained  freely 
from  the  well  in  Sartelle  Meadow,  and  with  considerable  freedom  from  three 
of  the  other  wells  nearest  the  meadow ;  but  from  the  upper  three  wells  no 
water  could  be  obtained,  on  account  of  the  fineness  of  the  material,  and  in 
nearly  all  of  the  wells  ledge  was  found  at  no  very  great  depth  beneath  tbe 
BQrface  of  the  ground. 

The  results  of  these  tests  tend  to  confirm  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  ex- 
pressed in  a  previous  reply,  that  the  quantity  of  water  which  could  be 
obtained  from  the  ground  in  the  valley  of  Sucker  Brook  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  supply  of  the  town  in  the  drier  portion  of  a  dry  year  after  the 
water  supply  system  comes  into  general  use  ;  and  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
practicable  to  supplement  the  supply  from  any  other  source  without  main- 
taining and  operating  two  pumping  plants. 

In  the  previous  reply  of  the  Board  with  reference  to  this  subject  it  was 
suggested  that  you  make  further  tests  in  the  valley  of  Unquetenasset  Brook, 
by  driving  wells  along  the  valley  of  the  brook  to  determine  whether  porous 
soil  is  fo«nd  beneath  the  surface  in  the  valley  at  any  place  from  which 
^ater  of  good  quality  could  be  drawn  with  freedom  from  the  ground ;  and 
•t  appears,  from  information  submitted  by  you,  that  tests  were  made  in  this 
valley  in  the  spring  of  1897,  between  the  railroad  crossing  near  the  mouth 
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of  the  brook  and  the  Dunstable  Road ;  but  the  conditions  appear  from  th^ 
report  submitted  by  you  to  be  unfavorable  to  obtaining  water  from  th^ 
ground  in  this  region,  though,  judging  from  the  location  of  the  test  wells, 
the  area  covered  does  not  include  all  of  the  valley  of  the  brook  in  which 
the  conditions  may  be  favorable  to  obtaining  water  in  large  quantity  from 
the  ground.  On  account  of  the  snow,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  a. 
satisfactory  examination  of  this  territory  recently,  to  determine  whether 
further  investigation  in  this  valley  is  desirable. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances,  the  Board  does  not  at  present  advise  that 
you  attempt  to  secure  a  water  supply  from  the  valley  of  Sucker  Brook,  but 
advises  that  you  continue  your  investigations,  and  that  you  secure  the  aid 
in  this  matter  of  an  engineer  of  experience  in  matters  relating  to  water 
supply.  It  is  desirable  that  these  investigations  include  a  consideration 
of  the  feasibility  of  obtaining  a  ground-water  supply  in  the  vicinity  of 
Baddacook  Pond ;  and  it  may  be  found  advisable  to  make  further  tests 
in  the  valley  of  Unquetenasset  Brook,  for  a  distance  of  at  least  a  mile 
above  the  place  where  the  previous  tests  were  made. 

The  Board  will  give  you  further  assistance  in  this  investigation  by  mak- 
ing such  analyses  of  the  water  as  is  necessary,  and  will,  upon  application, 
give  you  further  advice  when  you  have  the  results  of  fuither  investigations 
to  present. 

Pepperell.  The  Board  received  another  application  from  the 
selectmen  of  Pepperell,  Aug.  11,  1898,  for  advice  relative  to  the 
introduction  of  a  public  water  supply  for  that  town.  The  Board 
plied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Sbpt.  1, 189S. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Aug.  11,  1898, 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  Pep— 
perell,  accompanied  by  a  report  giving  a  description  of  certain  tests  madi^ 
by  means  of  tubular  wells  in  the  valley  of  Unquetenasset  Brook.     Froncm 
this  report  it  appears  that  ten  test  wells  were  driven  in  the  valley  of  the 
brook,  at  various  places  between  the  point  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  Dun- 
stable Road  and  the  road  which  crosses  near  Cummings'  Mill,  about  one 
and  one-half  miles  further  up  stream,  but  that  none  of  these  wells  reached 
a  stratum  which  would  furnish  water  in  any  considerable  quantity.     Further 
tests  by  means  of  wells  located  in  the  vicinity  of  a  road  which  crosses  the 
brook  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  Cummings'  Mill  and  two  and 
one-half  miles  south-east  of  the  village  of  East  Pepperell  were  more  favor- 
able.    At  this  place  five  wells  were  driven,  three  of  which  penetrated  a 
gravel  stratum  of  a  considerable  depth,  from  which  water  could  be  pomped 
freely  with  a  hand  pump. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  latter  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer, 
and  samples  of  the  water  from  three  of  these  test  wells  to  be  analyzed. 
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The  reBolts  show  that  the  water  is  quite  soft,  but  the  samples  contained  an 
excessive  amount  of  iron,  which  would  render  this  water  objectionable  for 
many  domestic  uses.  A  general  examination  has  been  made  of  the  land  in 
this  valley  for  a  long  distance  up  the  brook,  and  the  surface  indications 
appear  to  be  favorable  to  the  absorption  by  the  ground  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  water  which  falls  upon  its  surface,  and  there  are  several  large  springs 
in  the  low  land  in  the  valley.  An  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected 
from  one  of  these  springs  showed  that  the  water  was  clear  and  nearly  color- 
less and  was  also  quite  soft,  the  hardness  of  this  water,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  test  wells  already  referred  to,  being  much  less  than  that  of  the  water 
obtained  from  wells  in  the  valley  of  Sucker  Brook,  where  your  previous 
investigations  were  made.  While  the  water  of  the  test  wells  contained  an 
excessive  amount  of  iron,  the  quantity  of  iron  found  in  the  spring  water 
was  insignificant,  and  it  is  therefore  evident  that  ground  water  free  from 
in  excess  of  iron  can  be  obtained  in  this  valley. 

So  far  as  the  Board  can  Judge  from  the  information  which  has  thus  far 
been  submitted,  the  conditions  for  obtaining  a  suitable  supply  of  good 
ground  water  are  more  favorable  in  this  valley  than  at  any  other  place 
within  an  equal  distance  of  Fepperell ;  and  the  Board  would  advise  that 
thorough  tests  be  made  here,  to  determine  definitely  the  feasibility  of  obtain- 
ing a  suitable  supply  of  water  for  the  town.  Such  tests  should  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  an  engineer  of  experience  in  the  design  and  con- 
straction  of  works  for  the  collection  of  ground  water. 

If  by  further  examinations  a  gravel  stratum  of  large  depth  and  extent  is 
found,  it  will  be  very  desirable  to  connect  together  several  wells,  and  test 
them  by  pumping  continuously  for  a  period  of  several  days,  at  a  rate  at 
least  as  great  as  would  be  likely  to  be  required  for  the  supply  of  Pepperell 
after  water  comes  into  general  use,  and  to  note  the  effect  of  such  pumping 
upon  the  elevation  of  the  water  in  the  ground,  in  order  to  obtain  infor- 
mation as  to  the  probable  quantity  of  water  that  the  source  will  yield. 
Samples  of  water  should  also  be  collected  to  determine  its  quality  before 
pumping,  and  what  changes,  if  any,  take  place  in  the  course  of  the  test. 

The  Board  will,  if  you  so  request,  assist  you  in  further  investigations  by 
making  such  analyses  of  samples  of  water  as  may  be  necessary,  and  will, 
upon  application,  give  you  further  advice  when  you  have  the  results  of 
further  investigations  to  present. 

Rowley.  The  board  of  health  of  Rowley  applied  to  the  State- 
Board  of  Health,  April  16,  1898,  for  its  advice  in  regard  to  the 
quality  of  the  water  of  certain  wells  used  by  the  operatives  in  shoe 
&ctories  in  that  town.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 
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JuKB  3,  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  yoa,  on  April  16,  a  communi 
cation  relative  to  three  wells  in  the  town  of  Rowley,  the  water  of  which  yo 
state  is  used  extensively  by  the  public  for  drinking,  and  you  desire  th 
advice  of  the  Board  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  location  and  surroundings  of  these  wells  to  b 
examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  has  analyzed  two  samples  of  th 
water  from  each  well,  one  on  the  1st  of  March  and  the  second  on  Apr 
80,  1898. 

The  water  of  the  first  sample,  collected  from  the  Burke  well,  so  callec 
was  found  to  be  clear,  colorless  and  free  from  odor,  and  the  quantity  c 
organic  matter  present  was  not  large.  The  chlorine,  however,  appeai-s  t 
be  above  the  normal  for  the  region,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  nitrat€ 
was  present  in  the  sample.  These  results  indicate  that  the  water  has  f 
some  time  been  polluted  by  sewage  and  subsequently  well  purified  in  i1 
passage  through  the  ground.  The  sample  collected  on  April  30  was  slight! 
turbid  and  colored,  but  free  from  odor,  and  the  quantity  of  organic  matte: 
as  represented  by  the  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia,  was  the  same  as  in  tl: 
first  sample.  The  chlorine  and  nitrates,  however,  were  considerably  high< 
and  the  water  was  much  harder.  So  far  as  chemical  analyses  show,  thei 
is  no  indication  that  the  water  of  this  well  is,  in  its  present  state,  injurioi 
to  the  health  of  those  who  use  it  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes ;  bu 
considering  the  comparatively  small  depth  of  the  well  and  the  nearness  < 
several  of  the  sources  of  pollution,  there  is  danger  that  at  some  time  po 
luting  matter  may  enter  the  well  without  complete  purification,  and  th 
well  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  a  safe  source  of  drinking  water. 

A  sample  of  water  from  the  Pickard  well,  so  called,  collected  on  March 
was  found  to  be  slightly  turbid  and  colored,  but  free  from  odor.  Tl 
water  was  hard,  and  contained  several  times  as  much  mineral  matter  as  tl 
Burke  well  and  a  much  larger  quantity  of  organic  matter.  The  quantil 
of  chlorine  and  nitrates  was  also  excessive.  The  second  sample,  collectc 
on  April  30,  was  found  to  be  decidedly  turbid  and  more  colored  than  tl 
first  sample.  It  also  contained  a  considerably  larger  quantity  of  organ 
matter,  though  the  chlorine  and  nitrates  were  slightly  smaller  than  in  tl 
previous  sample.  An  examination  of  the  surroundings  of  the  well  sho^ 
the  presence  of  several  privies  and  sink  drains  in  its  immediate  vicinit 
and  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  has  been  highly  polluted  and  has  n< 
been  fully  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground  to  the  well.  In  tl 
opinion  of  the  Board,  this  well  is  a  dangerous  source  from  which  to  tal 
water  for  drinking  or  other  domestic  purposes,  and  its  further  use  shou 
be  prevented. 

The  third  well  is  known  as  the  Armitage  well,  which  is  said  to  have  be« 
in  use  for  many  years.  Its  surroundings  are  similar  to  those  of  the  oth 
wells,  but  the  analyses  show  that  the  water  is  very  hard  and  is  even  mo 
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highly  polloted  than  that  of  the  other  wells ;  and,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  this  well  also  is  a  dangeroas  source  from  which  to  take  water  for 
domestic  uses,'  and  its  use  should  be  prevented. 

Sheffield.  A  communication  was  jeceived,  Nov.  13,  1897, 
from  the  Sheffield  Water  Company,  calling  attention  to  an  unusual 
outbreak  of  illness  in  one  of  the  schools  of  that  town,  and  stating 
that  the  illness  had  been  attributed  by  some  persons  to  the  new 
public  water  supply,  and  at  the  same  time  requesting  an  examina- 
tion of  the  water  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  Board  caused 
an  exanodnation  to  be  made,  and  replied  as  follows  :  — 

March  4, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  November  13,  a  com- 
munication calling  attention  to  cases  of  illness  in  one  of  the  schools  of 
Sheffield,  which  appears  to  have  been  attributed  by  some  persons  to  the 
▼ater  supplied  from  the  new  system  of  works  installed  last  fall. 

The  Board,  upon  receipt  of  your  letter,  caused  an  examination  to  be 
made  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  town  and  of  the  locality  in 
which  the  schools  were  situated,  and  from  this  examination  it  appeared 
that  the  school  children  in  the  two  school  buildings  located  in  the  centre 
of  the  village  were  all  supplied  with  water  from  the  public  works  by  the 
same  pipe;  but  the  cases  of  illness  were  practically  all  confined  to  the 
children  in  the  room  occupied  by  the  primary  school,  while  there  was  only 
one  case  in  the  other  room  in  this  building,  and  none  at  all  among  those 
in  the  other  building  near  by,  which,  as  already  stated,  was  supplied  with 
water  through  the  same  pipe.     These  conditions  point  to  infection  of  the 
children  of  the  primary  school  from  some  cause  which  affected  the  condi- 
tion of  the  children  of  the  other  room  in  this  building  but  slightly,  and  had 
no  effect  at  all  on  those  of  the  grammar  and  high  schools. 

Since  there  appeared  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the 
disease,  which  was  thought  to  be  malarial,  the  Board  has  sought  further 
evidence  on  this  point,  but  none  has  been  obtained. 

The  sources  of  water  supply  were  examined,  aud  no  evidence  was  found 
of  the  possible  infection  of  the  source  from  which  the  supply  was  then 
being  drawn.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  Board  that  tliere  is  any  evidence 
that  the  disease  was  due  to  infection  of  the  water  supply. 

South  Hadley.  The  water  commissioners  of  the  fire  district 
of  South  Hadley  Falls  applied  to  the  Board,  July  25,  1898,  for 
advice  relative  to  a  bad  taste  and  odor  in  their  water  supj^ly,  and 
the  l>est  method  of  inii)roving  the  quality  of  the   water.     They  also 
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asked  whether  the  condition  of  the  water  would  make  it  injurious 
to  the  health  of  persons  using  it.     The  Board  replied  as  follows  :  — 

San.  2, 189S. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  August  4,  a  communi- 
cation stating  that  the  water  of  Leaping  Well  reservoir  has  a  strong  odor 
and  bad  taste,  and  requesting  the  Board  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
water  and  to  advise  you  as  to  means  by  which  the  quality  of  the  water  may 
be  improved.  You  also  request  information  as  to  whether  there  is  any 
thing  in  this  water  that  would  affect  or  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
community. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  reservoir  and  its  surroundings  to  be  examined 
by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  has  caused  samples  of  the  water  of  the  reser- 
voir and  of  the  water  of  the  brook  which  feeds  it  to  be  analyzed,  both 
chemically  and  microscopically.  The  results  of  these  analyses,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  results  of  similar  examinations  of  water  from  this 
source  made  in  previous  years,  show  that  the  quality  of  the  water  is  un- 
favorably affected,  especially  in  the  summer  season,  by  the  presence  of 
large  numbers  of  microscopical  organisms,  of  kinds  which  are  known  to 
impart  to  water  a  disagreeable  taste  and  odor.  The  cause  of  the  recent 
bad  taste  and  odor  of  the  water  has  evidently  been  the  presence  of  large 
numbers  of  the  organism  AncUxBna.  While  the  presence  of  such  organisms 
in  large  numbers  often  renders  a  water  disagreeable  for  drinking  and  other 
domestic  uses,  it  is  not  known  that  waters  affected  in  this  way  are  injurious 
to  health. 

An  examination  of  the  water-shed  of  the  reservoir  shows  that  the  soil 
is  sandy,  and  the  indications  are  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  water  fall- 
ing upon  the  surface  sinks  into  the  ground,  and,  after  percolation  through 
the  soil,  enters  the  reservoir,  or  the  brook  which  feeds  it,  in  the  form  of 
springs.  An  analysis  of  a  sample  of  the  water  of  the  brook  which  appears 
to  form  the  main  feeder  of  the  reservoir  shows  that  the  water  is  practically 
clear  and  colorless,  and  contains  only  a  very  small  amount  of  organic 
matter,  as  compared  with  the  water  which  has  been  standing  in  the  reser- 
voir. It  is  well  known  that  ground  water,  such  as  that  which  enters  the 
reservoir,  very  quickly  deteriorates  when  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sun- 
light by  storage  in  an  open  reservoir ;  and,  judging  from  experience  with 
such  sources,  the  water  of  the  Leaping  Well  reservoir  is  likely  to  continue 
to  give  trouble  at  times  from  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

The  appearance  of  the  surface  of  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reser- 
voir indicates  that  the  soil  may  be  coarse  and  porous  to  a  considerable 
depth ;  and,  if  this  is  the  case,  it  may  be  practicable,  by  constructing 
filter-galleries  or  similar  works  in  the  vicinity  of  the  shores  of  the  reser- 
voir, to  obtain  a  large  proportion,  if  not  all,  of  the  yield  of  this  source  by 
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fijtration  throagh  the  groand,  and  at  the  same  time  to  secare  a  water  free 
from  color,  taste  or  odor,  which  will  not  deteriorate  if  kept  from  exposure 
to  light,  and  which  can  probably  be  conveyed  to  the  town  throagh  the 
present  system. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  cause 
tests  to  be  made  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reservoir,  by  means  of  tubular  wells, 
to  determine  the  character  of  the  soil  and  the  probable  quantity  of  water 
to  be  obtained  from  the  ground.  If  the  material  is  very  coarse  and  porous, 
it  is  desirable  that  works  for  collecting  ground  water  be  located  as  much 
as  100  feet  from  the  shore  of  the  reservoir,  to  reduce  as  much  as  possible 
the  danger  of  imperfectly  filtered  water  from  the  reservoir  finding  its  way 
to  the  collecting  works.  It  is  very  desirable  that  investigations  and  plans 
for  improving  the  quality  of  the  water  be  made  under  the  direction  of  an 
engineer  of  experience  in  such  matters. 

The  Board  will  assist  you  in  these  investigations,  if  you  desire,  by  mak- 
ing analyses  of  samples  of  water,  and  will,  upon  application,  give  you 
farther  advice  in  the  matter  when  you  have  the  results  of  further  investi- 
gations to  present. 


Wareham.  An  application  was  received,  Jan.  17,  1898,  from 
Mr.  Joseph  K.  Nye,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a  pro- 
posed extension  of  the  water  supply  of  Onset  to  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Wareham  known  as  the  Narrows,  using  for  the  purpose  the 
water  of  Sandy  Pond,  also  known  as  Jonathan's  Pond,  in  that  town, 
the  present  source  of  supply  of  Onset.  The  Board  replied  as 
follows :  — 

Feb.  3,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Jan.  17,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  town  of  Wareham,  in  which  you  state  that  it  is  proposed  to 
extend  the  present  works  of  the  village  of  Onset  in  that  town  into  the 
portion  of  the  town  known  as  Wareham  Narrows,  using,  as  the  source  of 
supply,  Sandy  Pond,  also  known  as  Jonathan's  Pond,  the  present  source 
of  supply  of  the  village  of  Onset. 

Several  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  of  Jonathan's  Pond  have  been 
made  since  the  works  for  supplying  the  village  of  Onset  were  constructed, 
in  1894,  and  the  results  have  shown  that  the  water  has  been  very  soft,  and 
otherwise  of  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  a  public  water  supply. 

The  works  for  supplying  the  village  of  Onset  have  been  in  use  for  a 
period  of  four  years,  and  the  quantity  of  water  used  during  the  year  just 
ended,  according  to  information  furnished  by  you,  averaged  only  13,000 
gallons  per  day.     While,  as  already  stated  in  a  previous  communication  of 
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the  Board  with  reference  to  this  subject,  the  limits  of  the  territory  which 
contributes  to  the  supply  of  Jonathan's  Pond,  either  by  direct  flow  over  the 
surface  or  by  filtration  under  ground  through  the  sandy  territory  in  which 
the  pond  is  situated,  are  not  well  defined,  the  indications  are,  that,  con- 
sidering the  small  quantity  of  water  used  by  Onset  at  present,  the  yield  of 
the  pond  will  be  sufficient  to  supply  both  Onset  Village  and  the  territory 
to  which  you  now  propose  to  extend  the  works-  for  several  years  in  the 
future.  There  appear  to  be  other  sources  in  this  region  which  might  furnish 
a  lai^er  supply  of  good  water ;  but  it  will  probably  be  best,  on  the  whole, 
to  use  the  present  works  as  long  as  the  supply  proves  sufficient  for  the  pur- 
pose, rather  than  to  take  water  from  a  new  source. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  Jonathan's 
Fond  is  a  suitable  source  from  which  to  take,  for  the  present,  a  supply  of 
water  for  both  Onset  and  the  village  of  Wareham  Narrows,  to  which  you 
now  propose  to  extend  the  works. 

Weston.  An  application  was  received,  Feb.  14,  1898,  from  Mr. 
C.  W.  Hubbard  of  Weston,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to 
a  proposed  water  supply  for  a  small  part  of  Weston,  at  the  same 
time  suggesting  that  the  supply  be  taken  from  the  existing  water 
Works  of  Wellesley.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

March  4,  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  communication  of 
February  14,  relative  to  a  water  supply  for  a  small  district  in  the  south- 
easterly portion  of  Weston,  in  which  you  suggest  taking  a  supply  from  the 
works  of  the  town  of  Wellesley,  one  of  the  main  pipes  of  which  works,  you 
state,  extends  to  within  less  than  1,000  feet  of  the  boundary  line  between 
Wellesley  and  Weston,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  district  which  you  propose  to 
suppl3\  You  state,  also,  that  your  water  tower  holds  100,000  gallons,  and 
was  built  at  an  even  level  with  the  Wellesley  reservoir. 

Under  these  conditions  it  is  possible  that  a  sufficient  supply  for  your 
works  would  flow  to  the  stand-pipe  from  the  works  of  the  town  of  Wellesley, 
if  the  consumption  from  the  Wellesley  main  is  not  such  that  there  is  a  large 
loss  of  head  in  the  passage  of  the  water  through  the  Wellesley  mains  and 
the  main  leading  to  your  stand-pipe.  The  water  furnished  by  the  filter- 
gallery  and  the  well  of  the  Wellesley  water  works  at  Williams  Spring,  so 
called,  is  of  good  quality  for  drinking  and  other  domestic  uses,  but  the 
quantity  of  water  which  these  sources  have  furnished  in  the  past  has  been 
insufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  town  at  all  times.  It  is  understood,  how- 
ever, that  the  town  of  Wellesley  has  recently  completed  additional  works 
for  obtaining  water  from  the  ground,  and  that  a  new  covered  reservoir  has 
also  been  built.     Under  the  circumstances,  it  may  be  practicable  for  the 
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town  to  furnish  you  an  adequate  supply  of  good  water  in  addition  to  the 
amoant  that  is  needed  for  the  supply  of  its  present  system ;  and,  if  this  is 
tbe  case,  the  Board  can  see  at  present  no  objection,  if  mutually  satisfactory 
arrangements  can  be  made,  to  the  plan  of  supplying  the  portion  of  Weston 
referred  to  from  the  works  of  the  town  of  Wellesley,  and  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  proposed  source  would  be  an  appropriate  one  for  the  portion  of 
Weston  which  it  is  proposed  to  supply  from  it. 

•  West  Springfield.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water 
commissioners  of  West  Springfield,  Nov.  12,  1897,  for  the  advice 
of  the  Board  relative  to  increasing  their  supply.  The  Board  replied 
to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Fbb.  4, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Nov.  12,  1897,  an 
application  for  advice  as  to  increasing  the  water  supply  of  West  Spring- 
field, in  which  you  state  that,  application  having  been  made  by  the  Boston 
&  Albany  Railroad  Company  for  a  supply  of  water  for  its  use,  an  increase 
of  the  capacity  of  the  town's  water  plant  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  fur- 
nish a  permanent  supply,  and  that  you  are  considering  the  plan  of  taking 
either  Hyde  Brook  or  the  Massasoit  (also  known  as  Bear  Hole)  Spring, 
and  connecting  the  new  source  with  the  present  reservoir.  You  also  state 
that,  if  the  water  is  satisfactory,  probably  Hyde  Brook  would  be  the  most 
practical  source,  under  existing  conditions.  It  is  understood  that  the 
quantity  of  water  that  will  be  required  to  supply  the  Boston  &  Albany  Rail- 
road may  be  in  the  vicinity  of  200,000  gallons  per  day. 

No  records  of  the  consumption  of  water  in  the  town  are  kept,  and  it  is 
not  practicable  to  determine  definitely  the  capacity  of  the  present  sources 
of  supply,  but,  owing  to  the  small  size  of  tbe  water-sheds,  it  is  not  probable 
that  they  will  furnish  enough  water  to  supply  the  town  in  the  drier  portion 
of  a  dry  year. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  proposed  sources  of  supply  and  other  possible 
sources  in  the  neighborhood  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and 
samples  of  the  water  of  these  sources  have  been  analyzed.  The  water  of 
Hyde  Brook  is  somewhat  colored ;  and  it  is  not  feasible  to  tell  from  these 
examinations,  which  were  made  at  times  when  the  flow  of  the  brook  was 
high,  what  the  quality  of  the  water  may  be  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year, 
though,  so  far  as  can  be  judged,  they  indicate  that  the  quality  of  the  water 
is  likely  to  be  fairly  good,  and  the  source  does  not  appear  to  be  exposed 
to  pollution  by  sewage  at  the  present  time.  This  source  has  the  advantage 
that  its  water  could  be  used  in  connection  with  the  present  source  by 
gravity ;  but  the  flow  of  the  stream  is  not  known,  though,  judging  from 
the  small  size  of  its  water-shed,  as  measured  from  the  State  map,  it  is  not 
probable  that  it  would  furnish  a  suftlcient  additional  supply  for  the  town, 
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if  water  is  also  supplied  to  the  railroad,  as  proposed,  without  stora^ 
From  a  general  examination  of  the  water-shed,  there  does  not  appear  to  1 
a  favorable  site  for  a  large  storage  reservoir. 

The  water  of  Massasoit  Spring  is  of  excellent  quality,  and,  while  it 
somewhat  hard,  its  hardness  might  not  be  very  objectionable  if  the  wa^ 
be  mixed  with  that  of  the  present  source.     The  water  of  Bear  Hole, 
Black  Brook,  which  flows  near  this  spring,  and  forms  also  the  outlet 
Ashley  Pond,  one  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  city  of  Holyoke,  may 
of  suitable  quality  for  water  supply  purposes,  though  it  is  not  practical 
to  make  a  definite  statement  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  this  source,  fr<: 
the  limited  investigations  thus  far  made.     No  measurements  of  the  ft< 
of  the  spring  or  brook  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year  have  been  made,  1^ 
it  is  possible  that  careful  investigation  would  show  that  a  sufficient  add 
tional  supply  for  West  Springfield  could  be  obtained  from  these  souroe^ 
though  it  might  be  found  less  expensive  to  pump  the  water  than  to  suppjj 
it  by  gravity. 

Examinations  have  also  been  made  of  Pepper  Brook,  the  water-shed  of 
which  is  contiguous  to  that  of  Hyde  Brook  on  the  south,  and  of  Block 
Brook,  the  water-shed  of  which  lies  between  the  water-shed  of  Darby 
Brook,  your  present  source,  and  Bear  Hole  or  Black  Brook,  already  re- 
ferred to.  Pepper  Brook  would  probably  furnish  a  water  of  similar  quality 
to  that  of  Hyde  Brook,  though  somewhat  harder,  and  its  water  could  prob- 
ably be  used  in  connection  with  that  of  Hyde  Brook  by  gravity ;  but,  in 
the  absence  of  any  knowledge  as  to  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  in  this 
brook  in  the  drier  portion  of  the  year,  it  is  not  feasible  to  tell  whether  it 
would  furnish,  in  connection  with  Hyde  Brook,  a  sufl9cient  additional  sup- 
ply for  the  town  and  railroad  at  all  times,  though,  judging  from  the  small 
size  of  the  water-sheds  of  these  brooks,  it  is  not  probable  that  they  would 
furnish  all  the  water  required,  unless  additional  storage  can  be  provided. 

Block  Brook  appears  to  be  at  such  an  elevation  that  its  water  could  be 
turned  into  the  water-shed  of  Darby  Brook,  your  present  source,  by  gmv- 
ity,  and  the  area  of  its  water-shed  at  the  place  where  it  might  be  diverted 
is  twice  as  large  as  those  of  Hyde  and  Pepper  brooks  combined.  But  there 
appear  to  be  considerable  areas  of  swampy  land  within  the  water-shed  of 
this  brook,  and  analyses  of  samples  of  its  water  show  that  it  is  highly  colored 
and  contains  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter,  so  that  its  water  would  prob- 
ably be  objectionable  for  domestic  uses. 

In  order  to  determine  which  will  be  the  most  economical  and  otherwise 
satisfactory  source  or  sources  of  additional  supply  for  the  town,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  you  make  further  investigations,  in  order  to  determine  the  prob- 
able quantity  and  quality  of  water  that  the  various  sources  may  be  depended 
upon  to  yield  in  connection  with  the  present  works,  and  the  probable  cos 
of  works  for  obtaining  a  sufl9cient  additional  supply  of  water  for  the  towi 
from  the  sources  which  are  found  to  be  available.     In  order  to  obtain  sue 
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formation  as  is  necessary  to  determine  the  best  practicable  method  of 
creasing  your  water  supply,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  employ  an 
gineer  of  experience  in  matters  relating  to  water  supply  to  make  the 
pessary  investigations. 

The  Board  will,  upon  application,  assist  you  in  such  further  investi- 
ioDS  as  you  may  decide  to  make,  by  making  analyses  of  samples  of 
ter,  and  will  give  you  further  advice  in  the  matter  when  you  have  the 
ilts  of  f.urther  investigations  to  present. 

►Vest  Springfield.  The  Board  of  Health  of  West  Springfield 
>lied  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  March  17,  1898,  requesting 
opinion  of  the  Board  with  reference  to  a  proposed  plan  of  using 
water  of  the  Agawam  or  Westfield  River  in  that  town,  in  case 
necessity,  for  extinguishing  fires,  the  water  to  be  pumped  into 
pipes  of  the  public  water  supply.  The  Board  replied  to  this 
ilication  as  follows :  — 

April  7, 1898. 

'he  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  March  19,  1898,  a 
imunication  requesting  the  opinion  of  the  Board  as  to  the  advisability 
naking  a  connection  between  a  pump  in  a  paper  mill  in  the  village  of 
tineague  and  the  water  supply  pipes  in  that  village,  in  order  that  at 
es  of  fire  an  extra  supply  of  water  may  be  obtained  and  greater  pressure 
ared  than  is  furnished  by  the  present  system,  by  pumping  water  from 
anal  leading  from  the  Agawam  or  Westfield  River  into  the  water  pipes 
the  village. 

The  Westfield  River  now  receives  the  sewage  of  all  of  the  thickly  settled 
rtions  of  the  town  of  Westfield,  which,  at  the  last  census,  had  a  popula- 
nof  10,663.  The  sewage  is  discharged,  directly  into  the  river,  without 
atment,  chiefly  at  a  point  about  7  miles  above  the  village  of  Mittineague, 
i  the  water  of  the  river  at  the  place  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  it 
aid  be  very  dangerous  for  drinking.  If  the  proposed  connection  should 
made,  it  might  be  found  necessary  or  desirable  to  use  the  water  at  times 
'  periods  of  several  hours,  and  in  consequence  of  this  use  the  river  water 
ght  flow  through  a  considerable  portion  of  the  pipe  system,  and  be  used 
drinking  by  many  of  the  people  of  the  village  at  such  times.  More- 
Jr,  contamination  from  this  source  might  remain  in  the  pipes  for  a  con- 
erable  time,  even  if  they  should  be  thoroughly  flushed  after  the  necessity 
pumping  water  from  the  canal  had  passed. 

[lie  Board,  therefore,  advises  that  the  introduction  of  water  from  the 
stfield  River  into  the  water  supply  pipes  of  the  town  should  be  avoided, 
ill  means. 

Test  Springfield.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water 
missioners  of  West  Springfield,  May  8,   1898,  for  the  advice 


58  STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

of  the  Board  in  relation  to  the  quality  of  the  public  water  supply 
of  that  town.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Juxs  3, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  May  8,  a  commanica- 
tion  requesting  an  investigation  and  advice  as  to  the  quality  of  the  water 
supplied  to  the  town  of  West  Springfield  from  the  present  works. 

In  response  to  this  request  the  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the 
sources  of  supply  to  be  made  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  has  examined 
the  results  of  several  analyses  of  samples  of  water. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  reservoir  show  that 
the  water  is  slightly  colored  and  that  it  often  has  a  vegetable  and  some- 
times  a  disagreeable  odor,  and  that  it  contains  at  some  seasons  of  the  year 
a  considerable  amount  of  organic  matter.  This  organic  matter  is  largely 
in  suspension  in  the  form  of  microscopical  organisms,  and  an  examination 
of  the  reservoir  shows  that  many  of  the  larger  Algse  also  grow  in  this 
water. 

A  large  quantity  of  ground  water  is  diverted  into  the  reservoir  from  a 
spring  in  another  water-shed,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  quantity 
of  ground  water  enters  it  from  its  own  water-shed.  It  is  known  that 
organisms  of  various  sorts  thrive  in  ground  water  when  exposed  to  light 
in  an  open  reservoir,  and  it  is  probable  that  to  this  cause  is  due  a  large 
portion  of  the  organic  growths  in  this  reservoir. 

The  presence  of  such  organisms  as  have  been  found  in  this  water  makes 
it  very  objectionable  in  appearance,  taste  and  odor,  but  it  is  not  known 
that  these  organisms  have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  those  who 
may  use  the  water  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes.  The  reservoir  does 
not  appear  to  be  exposed  to  pollution  by  sewage. 

If  the  soil  about  the  shores  of  the  reservoir  is  of  gravel  or  coarse  sand, 
it  might  be  possible  to  construct  filter-galleries  or  wells  near  the  shores  of 
the  resei*voir,  and  secure  in  this  way  practically  all  of  the  water  which  this 
source  is  capable  of  yielding ;  but  the  capacity  of  the  present  works  is 
insufficient  to  meet  all  requirements,  and  it  is  understood  that  investigations 
are  at  present  being  made  with  reference  to  an  additional  water  supply  for 
the  town.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  will  probably  be  best,  in  selecting 
a  source  of  supply,  to  secure  one  which  will  furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
water  to  make  it  possible  to  avoid  the  use  of  the  present  reservoir,  except- 
ing at  times  when  the  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  well  used  to  supply  the 
village  of  Mittineague  show  that  this  water  has  at  some  time  been  polluted 
by  sewage  and  subsequently  well  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground, 
so  that  the  water,  as  shown  by  these  analyses,  is  of  good  quality  for  the. 
purposes  of  a  public  water  supply.  The  pollution  is  probably  due  to  houses 
and  barns  located  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  well,  the  drainage 
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from  which  probably  finds  its  way  into  the  well.  If  proper  care  is  exer- 
cised in  the  disposal  of  sewage  from  these  buildings,  and  there  is  no  con- 
siderable increase  in  population  in  this  region,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
buildings  will  cause  any  material  injury  to  the  water  of  the  well. 

West  Springfield.  Another  application  was  received  from  the 
water  commissioners  of  West  Springfield,  Aug.  23,  1898,  for  the 
advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  with  reference  to  the  protection 
and  enlargement  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  town.  The 
Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Sept.  22, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Aug.  23, 1898,  a  com- 
munication requesting  its  advice  with  reference  to  the  protection  and 
enlargement  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  town  of  West  Spring- 
field, in  which  your  proposed  plans  are  outlined  as  follows :  — 

The  town  by  vote  at  a  recent  meeting  referred  the  matter  of  "  protection  of 
flonrces  of  present  water  supply  ^  to  the  commissioners.  The  board  has  decided 
CD  a  plan  to  recommend  to  the  town  for  adoption.  A  line  has  been  run  out  around 
the  land  we  propose  taking,  also  the  outline  for  another  reservoir  above  the 
present  one.  A  plan  and  description  of  same  is  nearly  completed  by  -the  engi- 
neers. We  ask  that  your  Honorable  Board  will  send  an  agent  to  view  the  premises 
as  soon  as  convenient,  that  your  Board  may  take  as  early  action  on  the  matter  as 
possible.  We  desire  a  report  from  your  Board  before  calling  a  special  meeting 
of  the  town  to  act  on  our  report,  if  your  recommendations  are  satisfactory  all 
aroond.  it  is  desirable  to  begin  the  work  at  the  earliest  possible  time,  that  the  town 
may  receive  the  benefits  in  the  spring. 

You  have  also  submitted  a  plan  showing  the  outline  of  your  present 
reservoir,  the  outline  of  a  new  reservoir  which  you  propose  to  construct 
upon  Darby  Brook  by  building  a  dam  at  the  roadway  which  crosses  the 
brook  at  the  head  of  your  present  reservoir,  and  the  outline  of  lands  which 
you  propose  to  take  about  the  new  reservoir.  You  also  propose  to  enlarge 
your  present  reservoir  by  increasing  the  height  of  the  dam  so  as  to  raise 
the  surface  at  high  water  4  feet  above  its  present  level. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans. 

It  is  evident  that  your  present  sources  are  inadequate  to  supply  the  large 
amount  of  water  used  for  mechanical  purposes,  in  addition  to  the  quantity 
required  for  ordinary  domestic  and  public  uses  and  that  an  additional 
supply  is  necessary. 

The  quality  of  the  water  of  your  present  reservoir  is  at  times  objection- 
able for  drinking  and  other  uses,  on  account  of  disagreeable  tastes  and 
odors ;  and,  in  response  to  a  request  made  by  you,  in  May  of  the  present 
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year,  for  an  investigation  and  advice  as  to  the  quality  of  your  water  supply, 
the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 


The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  reservoir  show  that  the 
water  is  slightly  colored  and  that  it  often  has  a  vegetable  and  sometimes  a  dis- 
agreeable odor,  and  that  it  contains  at  some  seasons  of  the  year  a  considerable 
amount  of  organic  matter.  This  organic  matter  is  largely  in  suspension  in  the 
form  of  microscopical  organisms,  and  an  examination  of  the  reservoir  shows  that 
many  of  the  larger  Algs  also  grow  in  this  water. 

A  large  quantity  of  ground  water  is  diverted  into  the  reservoir  from  a  spring  in 
another  water-shed,  and  it  is  probable  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  ground  water 
enters  it  from  its  own  water-shed.  It  is  known  that  organisms  of  various  sortB 
thrive  in  ground  water  when  exposed  to  light  in  an  open  reservoir,  and  it  is  prob- 
able that  to  this  cause  is  due  a  large  portion  of  the  organic  growths  in  this 
reservoir. 

The  presence  of  such  organisms  as  have  been  found  in  this  water  makes  it  very 
objectionable  in  appearance,  taste  and  odor,  but  it  is  not  known  that  these  oi^ganisms 
have  an  injurious  effect  upon  the  health  of  those  who  may  use  the  water  for  drink- 
ing or  cooking  purposes.  The  reservoir  does  not  appear  to  be  exposed  to  pollution 
by  sewage. 

If  the  soil  about  the  shores  of  the  reservoir  is  of  gravel  or  coarse  sand,  it  might 
be  possible  to  construct  filter-galleries  or  wells  near  the  shores  of  the  reservoir, 
and  secure  in  this  way  practically  all  of  the  water  which  this  source  is  capable  of 
yielding ;  but  the  capacity  of  the  present  works  is  insufficient  to  meet  all  require- 
ments, and  it  is  understood  that  investigations  are  at  present  being  made  with 
reference  to  an  additional  water  supply  for  the  town.  Under  the  circumstances, 
it  will  probably  be  best,  in  selecting  a  source  of  supply,  to  secure  one  which  will 
furnish  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  make  it  possible  to  avoid  the  use  of  the 
present  reservoir,  excepting  at  times  when  the  quality  of  the  water  is  satisfactory. 

By  the  plan  you  now  propose,  a  larger  quantity  of  water  would  be  stored 
in  reservoirs  exposed  to  the  light  than  is  the  case  at  present,  and  the  water 
would  be  exposed  to  the  light  for  a  longer  time.  There  would  be,  by  this 
plan,  no  material  change  in  the  character  of  the  water  entering  the  reser- 
voirs, and,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  probable  that  the  water  of  these 
sources  would  be  affected  by  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  organisms, 
and  would  be  objectionable  at  times  on  account  of  disagreeable  tastes  and 
odors.  Moreover,  while  the  construction  of  the  proposed  new  reservoir 
and  the  raising  of  the  height  of  your  present  reservoir  would  increase  con- 
siderably the  available  supply  from  Darby  Brook,  it  is  not  probable  that, 
even  with  this  increase,  the  quantity  of  water  which  these  sources  would 
furnish  in  a  dry  year  would  be  sufficient  to  supply  all  of  the  water  that  the 
town  will  require  if  you  continue  to  supply  water  for  other  than  ordinary 
domestic  and  public  uses. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  does  not  at  present  advise  the  en- 
largement of  your  supply  by  the  construction  of  a  new  reservoir  and  the 
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increaae  in  the  storage  capacity  of  yoar  present  reservoir,  as  you  now 
propose. 

In  reply  to  an  application  with  reference  to  increasing  your  water  sup- 
ply, under  date  of  Feb.  4, 1898,  the  Board  advised  that,  in  order  to  obtain 
such  information  as  is  necessary  to  determine  the  best  practicable  method 
of  increasing  your  water  supply,  you  employ  an  engineer  of  experience  in 
matters  relating  to  water  supply  to  make  the  necessary  investigations. 
There  appear  to  be  several  sources  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Springfield 
from  which  a  large  supply  of  good  water  may  be  obtained,  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board,  it  will  be  for  the  interests  of  the  town,  before  mak- 
ing a  laige  outlay  for  increasing  and  protecting  its  sources  of  water  sup- 
ply, to  determine  beforehand,  as  definitely  as  possible,  the  most  appropriate 
floOToe  from  which  a  further  supply  of  water  can  be  obtained,  having  in 
view  the  present  needs  and  probable  future  requirements  of  the  town ;  and 
the  Board  would  again  urge,  before  any  steps  are  taken  for  enlarging  the 
supply,  that  a  thorough  investigation  be  made,  under  the  direction  of  an 
engineer  of  experience  in  matters  relating  to  water  supply. 

The  Board  would  again  state  that  it  will  assist  you  in  such  an  investiga- 
tion by  making  any  further  analyses  of  the  various  possible  sources  of 
supply  that  may  be  necessary,  and  will,  upon  application,  give  you  further 
advice  when  you  have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 

WHriMAN.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water  commis- 
sioners of  Whitman,  Nov.  18,  1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  propriety  of  taking  the  water  of  Maquam  Pond  as  a 
source  of  supply  for  the  town,  instead  of  the  present  source.  The 
Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  5, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Nov.  18,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  source  of  water  sup- 
ply for  the  town  of  Whitman,  in  which  you  state  that  you  propose  to  take 
water  from  Maquam  Pond,  located  in  the  town  of  Hanson,  about  5  miles 
from  Whitman.  You  also  state  that,  while  Maquam  Pond  is  not  large, 
yon  believe  that  it  will  furnish  a  supply  of  water  for  Whitman  for  many 
years  in  the  future,  and  that  it  can  be  supplemented,  when  necessary,  by 
other  sources  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  town.  It  appears  that  the 
average  daily  consumption  of  water  in  Whitman  during  1898  has  been 
less  than  150,000  gallons,  and  that  the  population  of  the  town  may  be 
about  6,500.  The  proposed  new  supply  will  take  the  place  of  the  sources 
now  used,  which  furnish  water  which  is  not  only  of  very  poor  quality,  but 
is  unsafe  for  driokiug,  on  account  of  pollution  by  sewage. 

The  question  as  to  whether  Maquam  Pond  is  a  suitable  source  of  water 
supply  for  Whitman  was  considered  by  this  Board  in  response  to  an  ap- 
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plication  from  your  board  in  1893 ;  and  on  May  4,  1898,  after  an  examina- 
tion of  this  pond  and  other  sources  in  the  vicinity,  the  Board  advised  aa 
follows  with  reference  to  the  capacity  of  Maquam  Pond :  — 

It  is  not  feasible  to  tell,  from  the  information  at  present  available,  whether  or 
not  Maquam  Pond  will  furnish  sufficient  water  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
town  of  Whitman  even  in  the  near  fiiture,  and  this  source  should  not,  therefore, 
be  adopted  in  any  case  Mdthout  making  provision  for  supplementing  the  supply 
from  some  other  source  when  necessary.  In  order  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  this  pond  will  furnish  enough  water  to  warrant  taking  a  supply  finom 
it  in  the  beginning,  it  would  be  necessary  for  you  to  ascertain  by  surveys  Hie 
size  of  the  water-shed  from  which  its  supply  is  derived,  and  to  make  investiga- 
tions to  determine  how  much,  if  any,  water  is  liable  to  be  lost  by  filtration  through 
the  ground  into  other  ponds. 

The  quantity  of  water  used  by  Whitman  increased  considerably  for  three 
years  after  the  last  reply  was  made ;  but  during  the  last  two  years  the  use 
of  water  from  the  public  supply  has  fallen  off  greatly,  due,  probably,  in  a 
considerable  degree,  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  water  supplied  from  the 
public  works. 

The  Board  has  caused  a  further  examination  of  Maquam  Pond  and  its 
surroundings  to  be  made  by  its  engineer,  and  has  caused  several  samples 
of  the  water  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of  these  analyses  give  practically 
the  same  indications  as  to  the  probable  quality  of  the  water  as  the  results 
of  the  analysis  made  by  this  Board  in  response  to  your  former  application. 
They  show  that  the  water  of  Maquam  Pond  is  very  soft,  practically  color- 
less, and  in  most  respects  a  very  satisfactory  pond  water.  The  sample 
analyzed  in  1893,  and  one  of  the  samples  collected  recently,  were  found, 
however,  to  contain  a  considerable  number  of  organisms,  of  kinds  which 
impart  to  water  a  disagreeable  taste  and  odor.  It  is  not  practicable 
to  tell,  from  the  limited  number  of  examinations  thus  far  made,  whether 
troubles  from  this  cause  are  likely  to  be  of  frequent  or  regular  occurrence, 
though  it  seems  hardly  probable  that  in  a  pond  of  this  character  such 
troubles  will  be  serious  or  long  continued. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  water  that  this  source  will  yield,  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  further  information  has  been  obtained  since  the  matter 
was  last  considered  by  the  Board ;  and  such  further  investigations  as  it 
has  been  practicable  for  the  Board  to  make  are  insufficient  to  show  at  all 
definitely  the  probable  quantity  of  water  which  this  source  will  yield.  The 
pond  is  situated  at  a  considerably  higher  elevation  than  other  ponds  in  the 
vicinity,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  gravelly  soil ;  so  that  the  conditions  ap- 
pear to  be  favorable  for  the  filtration  of  water  from  the  pond  through  the 
ground  toward  other  ponds  at  lower  levels,  and  there  is  some  evidence 
that  a  large  amount  of  water  is  lost  from  the  pond  in  this  way.  It  is 
reasonable  to  expect  that,  with  the  introduction  of  an  ample  supply  of 
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soft,  dear  and  nearly  colorless  water,  a  marked  increase  would  occar  in 
the  use  of  water  from  the  public  works  in  Whitman ;  and,  judging  from 
the  information  at  present  available  as  to  the  capacity  of  Maquam  Pond 
and  the  size  of  its  water-shed,  it  is  doubtful,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board, 
whether  the  yield  of  the  source  would  be  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the 
town,  even  if  no  considerable  quantity  of  water  is  lost  by  filtration,  should 
a  series  of  dry  years  occur  in  the  near  future.  The  only  way  in  which  the 
capacity  of  this  pond  can  be  determined  is  by  making  a  survey  to  learn 
the  extent  of  the  water-shed,  and  by  making  investigations  to  determine 
how  much,  if  any,  water  is  lost  by  filtration  through  the  ground  to  ponds 
at  lower  levels,  as  advised  in  the  previous  reply  of  the  Board. 

With  regard  to  supplementing  the  supply  from  other  sources,  as  sug- 
gested in  your  application,  the  investigations  by  the  Board  indicate  that 
it  is  practicable  to  obtain  an  ample  additional  supply  from  Oldham  Pond, 
which  is  distant  at  the  nearest  place  about  1,900  feet  from  Maquam  Pond. 
Monthly  analyses  of  the  water  of  Oldham  Pond,  made  during  the  year 
1898,  indicate  that  it  is  at  times  highly  colored  and  contains  a  large  quan- 
tity of  organic  matter ;  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  and  in  the  spring 
the  water  had  only  a  moderate  color,  and  was  in  other  respects  of  good 
quality.  By  pumping  water  from  Oldham  Pond  into  Maquam  Pond  during 
the  winter  and  spring  seasons,  when  the  quality  of  the  water  of  Oldham 
Pond  is  at  its  best,  and  by  discharging  this  water  into  Maquam  Pond  at 
some  place  remote  from  the  place  from  which  the  water  is  drawn  out, 
thereby  allowing  the  water  to  mingle  thoroughly  with  that  of  Maquam 
Pond  and  receive  all  the  benefit  practicable  from  storage  in  Maquam  Pond, 
an  ample  supply  of  water  for  Whitman  could  undoubtedly  be  obtained, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  the  quality  of  the  water  of  Maquam  Pond  would 
be  affected  in  any  noticeably  unfavorable  degree  by  the  introduction  into 
it  of  water  from  Oldham  Pond. 

In  selecting  a  new  source  of  water  supply,  it  appears  to  the  Board  desir- 
able for  you  to  consider  the  feasibility  of  obtaining  a  supply  from,  or  in 
connection  with,  the  towns  of  Abington  and  Rockland,  which  at  present 
take  their  supply  of  water  from  Big  Sandy  Pond. 

The  water  of  Big  Sandy  Pond  has  always  been  of  good  quality,  and  that 
pond  is  capable  of  supplying  considerably  more  water  than  is  now  used  by 
the  three  towns  of  Rockland,  Abington  and  Whitman.  The  main  pipe 
which  supplies  Abington  and  Rockland  passes  near  the  town  of  Whitman ; 
and,  if  these  works  are  capable  of  furnishing  a  suitable  supply  of  water  to 
Whitman,  in  addition  to  the  other  towns  at  all  times,  the  town  of  Whitman 
might  obtain  a  satisfactory  water  supply  from  these  works  at  less  expense 
than  in  any  other  way. 

While  the  need  for  a  new  water  supply  in  Whitman  is  urgent,  owing  to 
the  great  danger  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  from  the  use 
of  the  present  sewage-polluted  sources,  and  while  considerable  time  may 
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be  coDsamed  in  making  farther  investigations,  the  Board  is,  nevertheless, 
of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  town  to  make 
sdch  investigations  as  are  necessary  to  determine  the  best  source  of  supply 
available  for  the  town,  before  deciding  upon  its  future  source  of  water 
supply. 

The  Board  would,  therefore,  advise  the  town  of  Whitman  to  investigate 
the  feasibility  of  obtaining  a  supply  from,  or  in  connection  with,  the  towns 
of  Abington  and  Rockland ;  and  that  at  the  same  time  you  cause  an  investi- 
gation to  be  made,  with  the  assistance  of  an  engineer  of  experience  in  mat- 
ters relating  to  water  supply,  to  determine  the  area  of  the  water-shed  of 
Maquam  Pond,  the  probable  quantity  of  water,  if  any,  that  may  be  lost  by 
filtration  therefrom,  and  the  probable  cost  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  water 
from  Maquam  Pond,  supplemented,  when  necessary  in  the  future,  by  water 
pumped  from  Oldham  Pond  into  Maquam  Pond.  It  is  important,  also, 
that  frequent  analyses  be  made  of  the  water  of  Maquam  Pond. 

A  good  ground-water  supply,  owing  to  its  freedom  from  color,  taste  and 
odor,  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  a  surface-water  supply ;  and  the 
conditions  appear  to  be  very  favorable  for  obtaining  a  ground-water  supply 
from  the  vicinity  of  Maquam  Pond,  and  there  are  indications  that  it  may 
be  possible  to  obtain  such  a  supply  from  the  ground  near  Oldham  Pond. 
In  view  of  these  conditions,  the  Board  would  advise  that  you  include  in 
your  investigations  an  examination  of  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Maquam 
and  Oldham  ponds,  and,  if  the  conditions  are  found  to  be  favorable  for 
obtaining  a  satisfactory  supply  in  this  way,  that  you  cause  an  estimate  to 
be  made  of  the  probable  cost  of  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  for  Whitman 
from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  one  of  these  ponds. 

The  Board  will  assist  you  in  these  investigations  by  making  such  analyses 
of  samples  of  water  as  may  be  necessary,  if  you  will  collect  the  samples, 
and  will,  upon  application,  give  you  further  advice  in  this  matter  when  you 
have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 

Whitman  (the  Commonwealth  Shoe  and  Leather  Company) .  An 
application  was  received,  Nov.  29,  1898,  from  the  Commonwealth 
Shoe  and  Leather  Company  of  Whitman,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  certain  wells  which  had  been 
driven  upon  the  premises  of  the  corporation.  The  Board  replied  to 
this  application  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  5, 1899. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your  application  for 
advice  as  to  whether  the  water  drawn  from  seven  driven  wells  located  at 
the  northerly  side  of  your  factory  in  the  village  of  Whitman  is  suitable  for 
drinking. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
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aevend  samples  of  water  have  been  collected  from  the  wells  for  analysis. 
Tlie  results  of  the  analyses  show  that,  at  the  time  these  samples  were  col- 
lected, the  water  was  nearly  clear  and  colorless  and  free  from  odor,  but 
that  it  was  bard,  and  contained  an  excessive  amount  of  nitrates  and  chlorine, 
diowing  that  mach  of  the  water  entering  the  wells  has  at  some  time  been 
hig^y  polluted  by  sewage,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  water  has  not  been 
wholly  purified  in  its  passage  through  the  ground  to  the  wells. 

The  town  of  Whitman  has  no  sewerage  system,  and  the  sewage  from 
buildings  in  the  region  about  the  wells  is  collected  in  cess-pools  and  similar 
receptacles,  or  discharged  upon  the  ground,  thus  greatly  polluting  the 
ground  water.  Experience  with  wells  in  similar  situations  indicates  that 
the  quality  of  the  water  is  likely  to  deteriorate  with  continuous  use. 

Under  the  circumstances,  these  wells  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  safe  source 
from  which  to  take  water  for  drinking,  and  the  Board  would  advise  that 
the  use  of  the  water  for  this  purpose  be  avoided,  and  that  water  of  known 
purity  be  supplied  to  the  employees  of  your  factory  for  drinking. 

.W11.MIXGTON.  An  application  was  received  from  the  board  of 
health  of  Wiknington,  Nov.  17,  1898,  requesting  that  an  examination 
should  be  made  of  the  water  of  a  well  intended  for  use  as  drinking 
water  in  a  new  school-house  being  erected  in  that  town.  The  Board 
replied  to  this  request  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  5, 1899. 

The  State  Board  ,of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for  advice 
with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  a  well  newly  dug  and  intended 
to  supply  drinking  water  for  a  new  school-house  in  the  north  district  of 
Wilmington. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  well  and  its  surroundings 
to  be  made  and  a  sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed.  The  water  of  the 
well  had  a  very  strong  and  offensive  odor  at  the  time  the  sample  was  col- 
lected, and  the  analysis  indicates  that  the  water  entering  the  well  has  been 
considerably  polluted  by  sewage,  and  has  not  yet  been  purified  in  its  pas- 
sage through  the  ground. 

The  indications  are  that  the  pollution  comes  from  a  drain  which  passes 
under  the  road  near  the  well,  since  the  waters  of  this  drain  appear  to  re- 
ceive pollution  from  buildings  situated  not  far  from  the  well. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances,  this  source  must  be  regarded  as  a  dan- 
gerous one  from  which  to  take  water  for  drinking,  and  the  Board  would 
advise  that  the  use  of  water  from  this  source  for  drinking  be  prevented. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during 
the  pajst  year  in  reply  to  applications  relative  to  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal :  — 
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Andover.  The  sewer  commissioners  of  Andover  applied  to  (lie 
Board,  March  19,  1898,  for  its  approval,  under  chapter  386  of  the 
Acts  of  1895,  of  a  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  that 
town.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Mat  7.  1808. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  March  21,  1898,  an 
application  reqaestiog  the  approval  of  a  proposed  plan  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  the  town  of  Andover,  under  the  authority  of  chapter 
375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  and  chapter  386  of  the  Acts  of  1895.  The  plan 
proposed  hy  you  is  described  in  your  application  as  follows :  — 

The  system  proposed  is  the  separate  system,  t.  e.,  for  sewage  only.  The  entire 
system  iDoludes  about  23.9  miles.  The  proposed  outlet  is  into  the  Merrimack 
River,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Shawsheen  River. 

A  general  description  of  the  system  is  as  follows :  starting  at  the  Merrimack 
River,  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Shawsheen  River,  thence  through  private  land, 
in  a  general  south-westerly  direction,  along  the  southerly  side  of  the  Shawsheen 
River  to  Haverhill  or  Lowell  Street  in  Andover.  Said  line  passes  through  a  part 
of  North  Andover  and  Lawrence,  thence  in  a  westerly  direction  on  Haveriiill  or 
Lowell  Street  to  Main  Street,  thence  in  a  southerly  direction  on  Main  Street  to 
the  top  of  the  hill  at  the  Andover  Seminary.  A  branch  sewer  enters  the  main 
sewer  at  Marland  Street.  This  branch  sewer  is  described  as  follows :  starting 
at  the  junction  of  Main  and  Marland  streets,  thence  in  a  general  southerly  direo- 
tion  through  Marland  and  Mineral  streets  and  private  land  to  Ballardvale. 

Into  this  main  and  branch  sewer  lead  the  lateral  sewers,  in  sizes  from  6  to  12 
inches. 

The  main  sewer  from  the  Merrimack  River  to  a  point  on  Main  Street  near  the 
Shawsheen  River  is  a  24  inch  pipe.  The  remainder  is  20, 15,  12,  10  and  8  inch. 
The  Ballardvale  sewer  is  a  15  and  12  inch  pipe.  The  plans  submitted  show  the 
sizes  of  pipes  and  direction  of  flow  of  the  sewage.  The  24  inch  has  a  grade  of 
1  foot  in  1,000  feet    The  lateral  sewers  have  good  grades. 

A  plan  is  submitted,  showing  the  size  of  pipes  and  direction  of  flow. 

The  town  of  Andover,  through  its  sewer  commissioners,  hereby  ask  your  ap- 
proval of  the  proposed  plan  for  a  system  of  sewerage,  as  required  under  chapter 
886  of  the  Acts  of  1895. 

The  blue  lines  on  the  said  plan  show  the  part  of  the  system  the  town  proposes 
to  build  in  1898,  about  7  miles. 

The  town  proposes  to  construct  a  settling  tank  and  filter  beds  at  a  point  on  the 
Shawsheen  River  near  where  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  crosses  said  river, 
and  to  discharge  the  purified  sewage  or  water  into  the  Shawsheen  River  at  said 
point ;  this  outlet  and  method  to  be  temporary.  Plans  showing  in  detail  the  pro- 
posed settling  tank,  filter  beds  and  outlet,  will  be  submitted  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health.  The  town  of  Andover,  through  its  sewer  commissioners,  hereby  peti- 
tion the  State  Board  of  Health  for  permission  or  license  to  drain  temporarily  into 
said  Shawsheen  River,  said  permit  to  contain  such  restrictions  as  said  Board  of 
Health  may  see  fit  to  impose.  ... 
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The  applicatdon  was  accompanied  by  a  plan,  showing  the  proposed  sys- 
tem and  the  portion  of  it  which  it  is  proposed  to  construct  in  the  begin- 
ning. Plans  were  also  submitted,  on  a  subsequent  date,  showing  the 
proposed  temporary  settling  tank  and  filter  beds  on  the  southerly  bank 
of  the  Shawsheen  River,  just  east  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

The  system  as  designed  provides  for  collecting  the  sewage  of  all  of  the 
thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town,  for  which  sewerage  facilities  are  likely 
to  be  necessary,  into  a  main  sewer  in  the  valley  of  the  Shawsheen  River 
in  the  vicinity  of  Frye  Village,  from  which  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the 
main  sewer  along  the  easterly  side  of  the  Shawsheen  River  to  a  place  of 
discharge  into  the  Merrimack  River,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the  Shaw- 
theen  River.  It  is  proposed  in  the  beginning  to  construct  this  main  sewer 
down  to  a  proposed  temporary  filtration  area  near  the  place  where  the  Bos- 
ton &  Maine  Railroad  crosses  the  Shawsheen  River,  and  to  purify  it  there 
by  means  of  a  settling  tank  and  filter  beds,  and  discharge  the  effluent  into 
the  Shawsheen  River. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  plans  submitted,  and  has  caused 
the  examination  of  the  locality  to  be  made  by  its  engineers. 

In  the  course  of  examinations  in  this  region,  it  appeared  that  good  soil 
for  the  filtration  of  sewage  could  be  found  on  higher  land  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  temporary  disposal  works ;  and 
it  was  BOggested  that  a  further  investigation  be  made,  to  determine  whether 
there  was  a  sufficient  area  of  suitable  land  in  this  vicinity  for  the  disposal 
of  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  town.  Subsequently,  a  plan  was  submitted 
showing  the  contour  of  the  land  that  appeared  to  be  available  for  sewage- 
disposal  purposes,  and  your  engineers  also  submitted  samples  of  the  soil 
from  many  test  pits  upon  this  area,  together  with  estimates  of  the  cost 
of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  by  pumping  it  to  filter  beds  upon 
this  area,  as  compared  with  the  estimated  cost  of  conveying  the  sewage 
to  a  point  of  discharge  into  the  Merrimack  River. 

According  to  the  estimates  of  cost  submitted,  it  appears  that  the  cost 
to  the  town  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  by  pumping  it  to  filter  beds  upon 
the  area  of  higher  land  near  the  Shawsheen  River  would  probably  be  less 
for  many  years  than  the  cost  of  conveying  the  sewage  to  the  Merrimack 
River ;  but  these  estimates  indicate  that,  if  a  longer  period  is  taken  into 
consideration,  it  might  be  cheaper  to  adopt  in  the  beginning  the  plan  of 
conveying  the  sewage  to  the  Merrimack  River. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that,  with  the  growth  of  population  in  the  valley 
of  the  Merrimack  River  and  the  consequent  pollution  of  the  stream  from 
the  many  cities,  towns  and  factories  upon  it  which  discharge  sewage  into 
the  stream,  the  time  is  likely  to  come  when  some  method  of  purification 
of  the  sewage  will  have  to  be  adopted ;  and,  in  estimating  upon  the  prob- 
able future  cost  of  the  Merrimack  River  outlet,  the  possibility  that  Audover 
may  still  in  time  find  it  necessary  to  purify  its  sewage,  even  if  conveyed 
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to  the  Merrimack  River,  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  especiaUy  as 
there  is  a  section  in  its  sewerage  act  providing  for  the  prevention  of  a 
nuisance  from  the  discharge  of  its  sewage  into  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
North  Andover.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  is  probable  that,  even  in  tlie 
long  run,  it  will  be  more  economical  for  the  town  to  purify  its  sewage  in 
the  beginning. 

The  estimates  of  cost  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  by  filU'ation  are  based 
upon  a  plan  which  provides  for  conveying  all  of  the  sewage  by  gravity 
through  a  sewer  in  the  valley  of  the  Shawsheen  River  to  a  point  near  the 
filtration  area,  and  there  pumping  it  to  the  height  necessary  for  disposing 
of  it  upon  the  area.  It  appears  to  be  possible,  from  a  general  examina- 
tion of  the  territory,  to  collect  the  sewage  from  nearly  all  of  the  town  that 
is  said  to  require  sewerage  facilities  at  present,  and  to  convey  it  to  the 
possible  filtration  area  near  the  Shawsheen  River  by  gravity  at  such  an 
elevation  that  nearly  all  of  the  best  portions  of  the  area  would  be  available 
for  the  disposal  of  sewage  without  pumping.  If  this  plan  is  feasible,  its 
adoption  might  effect  a  considerable  saving  of  cost  to  the  town  in  disposing 
of  its  sewage.  It  would  still  be  necessary,  however,  to  provide  some  means 
of  disposing  of  the  sewage  from  the  lower  levels  in  the  town.  Two  methods 
appear  to  be  practicable ;  one  by  constructing  a  sewer  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shawsheen  River,  to  discharge  upon  artificial  filter  beds  constructed  on  the 
lower  portions  of  the  filtration  area,  and  the  other  by  providing  a  pumping 
plant  for  pumping  the  sewage  from  the  lower  levels  in  the  town  into  the 
high-level  main  sewer.  It  is  understood  that  sewerage  facilities  are  not 
required  at  present  by  the  village  of  Ballardvale  or  by  Frye  Village ;  and, 
if  this  is  the  case,  the  quantity  of  sewage  which  would  have  to  be  disposed 
of  from  the  low  levels  would  be  likely  to  be  very  small,  in  the  beginning 
at  least. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  does  not  at  present  approve 
the  plans  submitted,  but  advises  that  you  give  the  matter  further  consid- 
eration, to  determine  whether  it  will  not  be  nM>re  satisfactory  and  econom- 
ical for  the  town  to  dispose  of  its  sewage  by  filtration  within  its  own  limits 
than  it  would  be  to  construct  a  sewer  to  convey  the  sewage  to  the  Merri- 
mack River.  The  Board  will  give  the  matter  prompt  consideration  when 
you  have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 


On  May  18,  1898,  the  sewer  commissioners  again  applied  to  the 
Board  for  approval  of  a  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  in- 
volving filtration  of  the  sewage  upon  a  tract  of  land  near  the  Shaw- 
sheen River,  and  east  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  in  that  town. 
After  a  public  hearing,  duly  advertised,  had  been  held,  on  June  2, 
1898,  as  required  by  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  the  Board 
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replied  to  the  application  of  the  Andover  sewer  commissioners  as 
follows :  — 

June  8, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  May  20,  1898,  an 
Application  giving  notice  of  year  intention  to  introduce  a  system  of  sew- 
erage in  the  town  of  Andover,  and  submitting  your  proposed  plans  for  the 
advice  and  approval  of  this  Board,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  375  of 
the  Acts  of  1888  and  chapter  386  of  the  Acts  of  1895.  You  also  request 
tiie  approval  of  the  Board,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  50, 
section  1,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as  amended  by  chapter  124  of  the  Acts 
of  1890,  of  the  taking  of  certain  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of 
Andover  for  sewage-disposal  purposes. 

The  plans  provide  for  a  system  of  sewers,  designed  to  take  sewage  only, 
oonnecting  with  a  main  sewer  which  will  convey  the  sewage  by  gravity  to 
a  proposed  filtration  area  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Boston  A 
Maine  Railroad,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  Shawsheen  River,  Just  south  of 
the  boundary  line  between  the  town  of  Andover  and  the  city  of  Lawrence. 
A  portion  of  the  main  village  and  the  villages  of  Ballardvale  and  Frye 
l^age  are  situated  at  so  low  a  level  that  the  sewage  from  these  districts 
cannot  be  discharged  into  the  main  sewer  by  gravity.  It  is  proposed  to 
collect  the  sewage  of  these  districts  at  a  pumping  station  to  be  located  on 
Main  Street  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  Shawsheen  River,  and  to  pump  the 
sewage  from  this  place  into  the  main  sewer.  In  connection  with  this  pump- 
ing station  it  is  proposed  to  provide  an  overflow  or  waste  pipe  leading  to 
the  Shawsheen  River  in  the  vicinity  of  Main  Street,  in  order  to  discharge 
sewage  into  the  Shawsheen  River  in  case  of  emergency.  It  is  understood 
that  this  overflow  or  discharge  pipe  is  to  be  used  only  in  cases  of  emergency, 
BQch  as  an  accident  to  pumps,  pumping  station  or  force  main,  and  it  is  not 
for  frequent  or  regular  use. 

The  route  of  the  proposed  main  sewer  from  the  town  to  the  filtration 
area  lies  across  a  valley.  From  the  corner  of  High  Street  and  Fray's  Road 
to  the  filtration  area,  a  distance  of  about  5,467  feet,  the  sewer  is  to  be  laid 
in  the  form  of  an  inverted  siphon,  and  is  to  be  constructed  of  iron  pipe. 
At  the  lowest  point  in  this  siphon  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  blow-off, 
for  the  purpose  of  emptying  the  pipe  if  necessary ;  and  it  is  proposed  to 
take  a  small  area  of  land  and  to  construct  a  filter  bed  at  this  place,  to  re- 
ceive the  sewage  that  may  be  discharged  from  this  blow-off.  At  the  filtra- 
tion area  the  main  sewer  is  to  discharge  into  a  settling  tank,  in  connection 
with  which  it  is  proposed  to  provide  a  flush  tank  to  discharge  the  sewage 
iDtermittently  upon  the  filter  beds. 

It  is  proposed  to  prepare  twenty  filter  beds  in  the  beginning,  covering  an 
area  of  4  acres,  and  to  provide  uuderdrains  beneath  those  beds  to  collect 
the  effluent  and  convey  it  to  pipes  leading  to  a  small  brook  which  flows 
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through  the  proposed  filtration  area  and  discharges  into  the  Shawsheen 
River.  It  is  also  proposed  to  prepare  about  2  acres  along  the  side  of  a 
steep  hill,  with  ditches  from  10  to  20  feet  apart,  along  the  sides  of  the  hill, 
into  which  sewage  can  be  discharged  when  necessary.  It  is  proposed  to 
provide  a  system  of  underdrainage  for  this  bed  similar  to  that  of  the  beds 
referred  to  above,  and  to  discharge  the  effluent  into  the  brook. '  Two 
sludge  beds  are  also  to  be  prepared,  to  receive  sludge  from  the  settling 
tank.  It  is  understood  that,  aside  from  the  proposed  overflow  or  discharge 
pipe  at  the  pumping  station  already  referred  to,  which  may  be  used  in  case 
of  emergency,  no  crude  or  unpurified  sewage  is  to  be  dischai^ed  into  the 
Shawsheen  River,  or  any  stream  or  water  course  tributary  thereto. 

The  Board  has  considered  the  proposed  plans,  and  concludes  that  they 
are,  in  general,  adapted  to  the  disposal  in  a  satisfactory  manner  of  the 
sewage  from  the  districts  in  the  town  of  Andover  for  which  it  is  proposed 
to  provide  sewerage  facilities.  It  appears  that  only  a  limited  portion  of 
the  lower  districts  in  the  town  are  likely  to  require  sewerage  for  several 
years ;  and  the  proposed  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  from  these 
areas  by  collecting  it  at  a  pumping  station  on  Main  Street,  near  the  Shaw- 
sheen River,  and  pumping  it  into  the  main  sewer  leading  from  the  town  to 
the  filtration  area,  is  probably,  under  the  circumstances,  the  best  that  it  is 
practicable  to  adopt.  If  it  becomes  necessary  in  the  future  to  materially 
extend  the  sewers  in  these  districts,  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  change 
somewhat  the  proposed  plans;  but  the  consideration  of  other  possible 
methods  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  from  these  districts  may  properly  be 
omitted  until  there  is  need  of  much  more  extensive  sewerage  facilities  than 
it  is  proposed  to  provide  in  this  region  in  the  beginning. 

The  Board  hereby  approves  the  proposed  plan  of  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  for  the  town  of  Andover,  as  herein  described,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  386  of  the  Acts  of  1895. 

It  is  very  important  that  all  storm  water  be  kept  out  of  the  sewers ;  and, 
by  providing  underdrains  beneath  the  sewers  to  carry  off  ground  water,  as 
proposed,  the  quantity  of  sewage  to  be  disposed  of  can  be  made  smaller 
than  would  otherwise  be  the  case,  and  a  smaller  area  of  filter  beds  will  be 
required. 

The  velocity  of  fiow  through  the  inverted  siphon  may  not  be  sufl^cient, 
in  the  beginning  at  least,  to  prevent  deposits ;  but  the  proposed  blow-off 
at  the  lowest  point  in  this  siphon  will  make  it  practicable  to  flush  out  the 
siphon  from  time  to  time,  if  it  becomes  necessary.  There  would  be  more 
certainty  of  the  satisfactory  operation  of  the  siphon  at  all  times,  if  means 
were  taken  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  large  substances  which  might  tend 
to  clog  it. 

In  response  to  the  request  contained  in  your  application  for  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  the  purchase  or  taking  of  certain  lands  for  sewage-disposal 
purposes,  described  in  your  application  and  shown  upon  a  plan  submitted, 
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the  State  Board  of  Health  gave  notice  that  a  public  hearing  upon  this 
matter  would  be  given  at  its  office  on  June  2,  1898,  as  required  by  chapter 
50,  section  1,  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as  amended  by  chapter  124  of  the 
Acts  of  1890.  At  this  hearing  no  person  appeared  to  oppose  the  taking 
of  the  lands  referred  to  for  sewage-disposal  purposes ;  and  the  Board 
hereby  approves  the  purchase  or  taking  by  the  town  of  Andover,  for  the 
purification  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  said  town,  of  land  bordering 
the  easterly  side  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  just  south  of  the  boundary 
line  between  the  town  of  Andover  and  the  city  of  Lawrence,  and  of  another 
k>t  of  land  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  blow-off  from  the  main 
sewer  and  adjoining  land  now  owned  by  the  town  of  Andover,  as  shown 
upon  a  plan  submitted.  May  20,  1898,  entitled,  ^^  Plan  of  Proposed  Siphon 
and  Filter  Area  of  Andover,  Mass.,  May  12,  1898.  McClintock  &  Wood- 
faD,  Civil  Engineers,"  said  land  being  described  in  your  application  as 
follows :  — 

The  main  area  for  filtration  is  described  as  follows :  beginning  at  a  point  in  the 
easterly  line  of  the  location  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  thence  running 
parallel  to  the  Lawrence  city  line  and  5  feet  southerly  therefrom  S.  68®  16'  E  — 
2,118.0  feet ;  thence  S.  25""  W  W  — 601.2  feet ;  thence  S.  69«^  1^  W— 789.9  feet  to 
the  aforesaid  easterly  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad ;  thence  following  said 
easterly  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  northerly  2,015.9  feet  to  the  point 
of  beginning. 

The  area  for  filtration  at  the  blow-off  of  the  siphon  line  is  described  as  follows : 
beginning  at  the  south-easterly  comer  of  said  area,  at  a  point  where  the  line  of 
the  proposed  sewer  crosses  the  boundary  wall  between  land  of  George  Mander 
and  land  of  the  tovm  of  Andover,  thence  running  in  a  westerly  direction  along  the 
line  of  said  wall  175  feet  to  the  boundary  wall  between  the  aforesaid  land  of  George 
Mander  and  land  of  David  Middleton,  thence  running  in  a  northerly  direction 
along  said  wall  161  feet,  thence  running  in  an  easterly  direction  174  feet  to  the 
aforesaid  line  of  proposed  sewer,  thence  in  a  southerly  direction  195  feet  to  the 
point  of  beginning. 

Attlebobough.  The  selectmen  of  Attleborough  applied  to  the 
Board,  June  24,  1897,  for  its  advice  relative  to  a  proposed  system 
of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  that  town,  to  which  the  Board 
replied  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  27, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  June  25,  1897,  an  appli- 
cation for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  the  town  of  Attleborough,  in  which  you  refer  to  a 
report  and  plans  made  by  engineers  employed  by  the  town,  which  you 
submitted  with  the  application. 

The  plan  first  proposed  provided  for  disposing  of  the  sewage  from  the 
present  sewers  in  Union  and  County  streets,  by  pumping  the  dry-weather 
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flow  of  the  County  Street  sewer  into  the  Union  Street  sewer,  and  extend- 
ing the  latter  sewer  to  a  tract  of  low  land  having  an  area  of  about  10  acres 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ten-mile  River  near  Tiffany  Street,  upon  which  area  it 
was  proposed  to  dispose  of  this  sewage  by  filtration.  Upon  an  examina- 
tion of  this  land,  however,  it  was  found  that  the  soil  consisted  of  a  deep 
layer  of  loam  and  subsoil,  beneath  which  the  material  was  a  very  fine  sand, 
so  that  the  disposal  of  any  considerable  quantity  of  sewage  upon  this  area 
would  be  impracticable ;  and  a  further  plan  was  then  prepared  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  Board  on  Jan.  1,  1898.  By  this  plan  it  is  proposed  to  col- 
lect the  sewage  from  the  Union  Street  and  County  Street  sewers,  together 
with  other  sewage  from  the  district,  at  a  location  between  the  railroad  and 
the  river  about  opposite  the  end  of  Manchester  Street,  and  to  pump  the 
dry-weather  flow  to  a  proposed  filtration  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Tiffany 
Street,  adjoining  the  area  already  referred  to,  but  situated  at  a  higher 
elevation. 

The  works  now  proposed  are  intended  to  form  a  part  of  a  general  sys- 
tem of  sewerage  for  the  town  of  Attleborough.  One  of  the  essential 
features  of  this  system  is  the  collection  of  the  sewage  from  several  pro- 
posed sewer  districts  in  the  town,  by  means  of  sewers  converging  at  the 
lowest  point  in  each  district,  from  which  it  is  to  be  pumped  into  a  force 
main  leading  to  the  proposed  filtration  area  near  Tiffany  Street.  It  is 
proposed  in  the  beginning  to  pump  only  the  dry-weather  flow  of  the  sewers 
now  built,  which  drain  an  area  which  will  form  a  part  of  District  No.  1  of 
the  proposed  plan,  to  the  proposed  filtration  area,  allowing  the  excess  of 
flow  of  mingled  sewage  and  water  at  times  of  rains  or  thaws  to  discharge 
into  the  river. 

It  is  also  proposed  at  first  to  provide  only  a  limited  pumping  capacity, 
but  to  construct  a  force  main  having  a  diameter  of  12  inches,  which  is 
large  enough  to  provide  for  removing  a  much  larger  quantity  of  sewage 
than  the  dry-weather  flow  of  the  present  sewers,  which  is  thought  to  be 
about  150,000  gallons  per  day,  though  it  is  understood  that  the  dry-weather 
flow  has  not  been  definitely  determined. 

The  Board  has  examined  the  proposed  plans,  and  has  caused  an  exami- 
nation of  the  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  for  filtration  purposes  to  be 
made  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  finds  that  it  is  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose, both  in  its  location  and  in  the  character  of  the  soil,  which  is  excel- 
lent for  the  disposal  of  sewage  by  intermittent  filtration,  and  that  the  area 
is  of  such  size  as  to  be  capable  of  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
of  Attleborough  for  mahy  years  in  the  future. 

The  rate  at  which  you  propose  to  pump  sewage  through  the  force  main 
appears  to  be  so  small  that  deposits  are  likely  to  occur  in  the  pipe  and 
cause  serious  trouble,  nor  does  it  appear  to  be  feasible  to  secure  a  greater 
velocity  through  the  pipe  at  any  time  for  flushing  purposes.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  such  change  be  made  in  the  plan  as  will  avoid  this  diflSculty. 
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With  regard  to  the  other  features  of  the  proposed  plan,  no  details  have 
been  sabmitted  showing  the  proposed  method  of  construction  and  opera- 
tion of  the  force  main,  storage  reservoirs,  ejector  or  pumping  stations  or 
other  essential  features,  nor  have  plans  been  submitted  showing  the  pro- 
posed systems  of  street  sewers. 

The  present  sewers,  as  already  stated,  receive  both  sewage  and  storm 
water  from  a  large  district,  and  it  is  proposed  to  pump  only  the  dry-weather 
How  of  these  sewers,  allowing  the  excess  at  times  of  storms  and  thaws  to 
discharge  into  the  stream.  This  is  a  very  objectionable  feature  of  the  pro- 
posed plan,  since,  if  this  plan  is  used,  a  considerable  quantity  of  sewage 
will  still  be  discharged  into  the  stream  at  times  of  storms  or  thaws ;  and, 
Id  order  to  be  sure  of  pumping  the  maximum  dry-weather  flow  of  the  sew- 
age at  all  times,  and  avoiding  the  discharge  of  sewage  under  ordinary 
eonditions  into  the  stream,  it  will  be  necessary  at  other  times  to  pump 
eonsiderable  quantities  of  storm  water,  thus  increasing  the  cost  of  pump- 
ing. Moreover,  the  disposal  of  the  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  will 
require  a  larger  area  of  filter  beds  than  will  be  required  if  sewage  only  is 
discharged  upon  them,  and  there  would  be  more  difficulty  in  disposing  of 
the  sewage  upon  the  beds,  especially  in  cold  weather,  when  its  temperature 
IB  reduced  by  the  admission  of  storm  water. 

The  information  furnished  as  to  the  method  of  construction  and  opera- 
tion of  the  proposed  system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  of  Attleborough  is 
not  sufficient  to  enable  the  Board  to  advise  as  to  whether  this  plan  is  the 
most  economical  and  otherwise  appropriate  for  the  town  of  Attleborough 
to  adopt.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  however,  it  is  very  desirable  that, 
whatever  plan  be  adopted,  the  storm  water  be  kept  separate  from  the  sew- 
age in  making  future  extensions,  and  that  sewers  for  conveying  sewage 
only  be  constructed  to  receive  the  sewage  which  is  now  discharged  into  the 
existing  storm  water  sewers. 

The  Board  would  advise  that,  before  constructing  partial  works,  as  pro- 
posed, the  whole  matter  be  given  further  consideration,  in  order  that  the 
most  feasible  and  economical  plan  may  be  selected,  having  in  view  both 
the  present  needs  and  probable  future  requirements  of  the  town  in  the 
matter  of  sewerage,  drainage  and  sewage  disposal. 

The  Brck5Kton  Hospital  Company.  An  application  was  re- 
ceived from  the  Brockton  Hospital  Company,  Aug.  19,  1898,  for 
the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  plan  of  sewage  dis- 
posal for  that  institution.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

Sept.  1,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Aug.  19,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewage  dis- 
posal for  the  Brockton  hospital,  accompanied  by  a  plan  and  general  descrip- 
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tion  of  the  proposed  works.  The  present  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage 
is  by  means  of  cess-pools,  and  it  is  not  satisfactory,  on  account  of  the 
character  of  the  soil,  which  is  fine  and  compact.  Owing  to  the  distance  of 
the  hospital  from  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  city,  it  is  not  practi- 
cable, under  present  conditions,  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  in  connection 
with  the  general  system  of  the  city. 

Your  proposed  plan  provides  for  collecting  the  sewage  in  a  storage  and 
flush  tank  having  a  capacity  of  about  2,000  gallons,  which  will  discharge 
its  contents  automatically  upon  four  filter  beds,  having  an  aggregate  area 
of  about  2,000  square  feet,  which  are  to  be  constructed  upon  the  hospital 
grounds,  of  sand  to  be  hauled  from  a  sand  bank  about  one  mile  away. 

The  proposed  filter  beds  are  to  have  a  depth  of  4^  feet,  and  the  effluent 
is  to  be  collected  in  underdrains,  which  will  discharge  through  a  single  pipe 
into  a  small  pond  near  the  filter  bed.  The  quantity  of  sewage  at  present 
produced  by  the  hospital  is  not  definitely  known,  but  is  probably  somewhat 
less  than  2,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  Board  has  caused  thQ  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers 
and  has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans. 

Examinations  of  the  sand  in  the  sand  bank  from  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  material  for  the  construction  of  the  filter  beds  indicate  that  mate- 
rial of  excellent  quality  for  this  purpose  can  be  obtained  from  this  sand 
bank,  and,  if  the  most  suitable  material  is  used,  the  proposed  filter  beds 
will  be  of  sufficient  size  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  hospital,  even 
though  the  quantity  of  sewage  becomes  somewhat  greater  than  it  appears 
to  be  at  present. 

The  proposed  method  of  disposing  of  the  effluent  from  the  underdrains 
beneath  the  filters,  by  discharging  it  directly  into  a  small  pond  near  the 
filter  beds,  might  foster  large  growths  of  Algse  and  similar  organisms  in 
this  pond,  which  would  make  it  unsightly  and  perhaps  objectionable  under 
the  circumstances.  It  appears  to  be  practicable  to  lay  a  pipe  to  convey 
the  effluent  to  a  small  stream  below  the  ponds  on  the  hospital  grounds,  or 
possibly  to  drain  these  ponds  by  constructing  a  suitable  drainage  channel 
leading  to  a  stream  a  short  distance  away,  and  the  Board  would  recommend 
that  the  effluent  be  discharged  into  the  stream  in  the  valley  below  the  lower 
pond  unless  the  ponds  are  suitably  drained. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  plan  in  general,  with  the  modifi- 
cations suggested  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  effluent,  is  a  suitable  one  for 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Brockton  hospital,  under  the  present 
circumstances. 

Concord.  A  communication  was  received,  June  30,  1898,  from 
the  sewer  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Concord,  giving  notice  of 
their  intention  to  construct  and  maintain  a  system  of  sewerage  in  that 
town,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  151  of  the  Acts  of  1895  ;  at  the 
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same  time  submitting  plans  and  a  general  description  of  the  proposed 
system  and  the  location  of  land  to  be  taken  for  sewage  disposal,  for 
the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The 
Board  replied  to  this  communication  as  follows :  — 

Auo.  10, 189S. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  June  80,  1898,  a  com- 
monication  giving  notice  of  your  intention  to  construct  and  maintain  a 
system  of  sewerage  in  the  town  of  Concoixl,  and  you  have  submitted  plans 
and  a  general  description  of  the  proposed  system,  and  the  location  of  lands 
to  he  taken  for  the  purpose  of  sewage  disposal,  for  the  consideration  and 
approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  151 
of  the  Acts  of  1895.  The  description  of  the  proposed  system  submitted 
by  you  is  as  follows :  — 

Outline  of  Concord  Sewerage  System  accompanying  Plans  submitted  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  by  the  Concord  Sewer  Commissioners, 

The  general  arrangement  of  pipe  sewers  for  the  town  of  Concord  is  clearly  set 
forth  on  the  plan  entitled  ''  Preliminary  Flan  of  Sewerage  System  for  the  Town 
of  Concord,  Mass.^    Briefly  outlined,  the  system  can  be  described  as  follows :  — 

The  pipe  sewers  cover  three  general  districts,  the  first,  the  north-easterly  por- 
tion of  the  town,  comprising  all  of  that  portion  of  the  town  lying  to  the  north  and 
east  of  the  junction  of  Main  Street  and  Sudbury  Road,  and  of  Stow  Street  and 
Hubbard  Street  The  sewers  of  this  district  are  all  tributary  to  the  main  10-inch 
sewer  running  through  Lowell  Road  from  Main  Street  to  the  pumping  station  lot 
near  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  track,  and  discharge  into  the  main  storage  well 
and  screen  chamber  opposite  the  pumping  station. 

The  second  district  comprises  the  central  portion  of  the  town,  lying  south  of  the 
Sudbury  River,  west  of  the  junction  of  Main  Street  and  Sudbury  Road  and  of  Stow 
Street  and  Hubbard  Street,  and  east  of  the  junction  of  Main  Street  and  Elm  Street 
This  entire  district  is  tributary  to  the  10-inch  sewer  running  through  Nashawtuc 
Road  from  Main  Street  to  a  collecting  chamber  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  Sud- 
bury River,  just  east  of  Nashawtuc  bridge. 

The  third  district  comprises  the  territory  west  of  the  junction  of  Main  and  Elm 
streets,  and  is  tributary  to  the  8-inch  sewer  running  from  the  junction  of  River  and 
Elm  streets  westerly  along  Elm  Street  to  the  collecting  chamber  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Sudbury  River  and  north  of  the  Elm  Street  bridge. 

It  may  be  said,  in  general,  in  regard  to  the  pipe-sewer  system,  that  it  is  a  separate 
system,  with  minimum  grades  of  1  per  cent,  on  6-inch  lines  and  }  per  cent  on 
S-incb  lines,  flush  tanks  being  placed  at  the  heads  of  lines  with  grades  flatter  than 
2  per  cent 

The  collecting  chamber  and  river  crossing  at  Elm  Street  is  clearly  set  forth  in 
the  detailed  plan  therefor,  the  collecting  chamber  having  a  capacity  of  approxi- 
mately 1,700  gallons.  By  means  of  a  flush  tank  it  will  be  automatically  discharged 
intermittently. 

The  collecting  chamber  and  river  crossing  east  of  Nashawtuc  bridge  is  also 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  detailed  plan  therefor,  which  provides  for  a  chamber  of 
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approximately  7,400  gallons  capacity,  discharging  intermittently.  The  river 
crossing  near  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  bridge  is  also  shown  in  detail. 

A  detailed  plan  shows  the  general  arrangement  of  the  screen  chamber  uid 
storage  well  to  be  built  opposite  the  pumping  station.  Briefly  stated,  the  storage 
well  is  a  circular  well,  60  feet  internal  diameter,  with  24-inch  brick  walls  laid  in 
Portland  cement  mortar,  covered  by  a  concrete  groined  elliptical  arch  roof  with 
a  Portland  cement  concrete  segmental  groined  arch  bottom,  draining  toward  the 
screen  well,  fh)m  the  bottom  of  which  runs  the  suction  pipe  leading  to  the  pumps 
in  the  pumping  station.  The  two  pumps  of  1,000,000  gallons  capacity  per  twenty- 
four  hours  each,  placed  in  said  pumping  station,  will  discharge  the  sewage  through 
a  10-inch  cast-iron  force  main  laid  along  the  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad 
location  upon  sand  filtration  beds,  to  be  constructed  upon  the  land  at  the  easterly 
end  of  the  Lang  estate,  a  plan  of  which  is  submitted  herewith. 

Of  the  filtration  lands  shown  upon  the  accompanying  plans,  it  is  proposed  to 
acquire  not  less  than  10  acres  that  shall  be  suitable  for  filtration  purposes,  upon 
which  shall  be  prepared  and  constructed  for  present  use  such  filter  beds  of  about 
one  acre  net  area  each  as  the  proper  treatment  of  the  sewage  shall  require. 

The  plans  submitted  for  the  consideration  and  approval  of  the  Board 
show  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  designed  to  collect  the  sewage  of  the  thickly 
built  up  portion  of  the  main  village  of  Concord  upon  the  separate  plan,  and 
convey  it  to  a  proposed  collecting  well  or  reservoir  to  be  located  between 
the  Lowell  Road  and  the  Sudbury  River,  and  close  to  the  southerly  side 
of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  from  which  the  sewage  is  to  be  forced 
by  means  of  a  pump,  to  be  located  in  a  building  near  the  reservoir,  through 
an  iron  pipe  10  inches  in  diameter  to  land  situated  on  both  sides  of  the 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  about  one  mile  north-east  of  the  main  village 
of  Concord,  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  for  the  purpose  of  sewage  disposal. 
It  is  understood  to  be  a  part  of  the  plan  submitted  that  all  the  sewage 
is  to  be  conveyed  to  the  proposed  filtration  area  and  there  purified,  and 
that  no  unpurified  sewage  is  to  be  discharged  into  the  Sudbury  or  Con- 
cord rivers,  or  any  other  stream,  pond  or  water  course,  from  any  sewer  or 
other  part  of  the  proposed  works. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans,  and  has  caused 
the  territory  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer  and  samples  of  the  soil  from 
test  pits  on  the  land  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  for  the  purposes  of  sewage 
disposal  to  be  analyzed. 

The  location  selected  for  the  pumping  station  is  such  that  it  will  be  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  dwelling-houses,  for  the  present  at  least ;  but 
its  proximity  to  the  highway  and  a  railroad  station  will  make  it  necessary, 
in  order  that  there  may  be  no  odor  from  it  in  the  neighborhood,  to  make 
provision  for  thorough  ventilation,  into  the  chimney  connected  with  the 
boiler  house,  of  the  sewers,  screen  chambers,  reservoir  and  any  other  places 
from  which  an  odor  of  sewage  might  escape.  The  station  and  its  appurte- 
nances can  be  so  constructed  and  operated  that  no  odor  of  sewage  will 
ever  be  noticed  from  it  in  the  neighborhood. 
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The  lands  which  it  is  proposed  to  take  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
are  well  situated  for  the  purpose,  and  are  located  in  a  thinly  populated 
region,  there  being  no  dwelling-houses  in  their  immediate  vicinity.  Ex- 
aminations of  the  soil  of  these  lands  by  means  of  a  limited  number  of  test 
pitB  indicate  that  the  material  beneath  the  surface  soil  is  generally  a  very 
fine  sand ;  and,  while  there  is  coarser  material  underneath  this  sand,  the 
depth  of  the  fine  sand  is  such  that  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  remove  it, 
from  a  large  portion  of  the  area  at  least,  except  at  great  cost.  The  fine 
sand  is,  however,  suitable  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  if  the  beds  are  prop- 
erty prepared  for  the  purpose,  though  more  care  will  be  necessary  in  the 
proper  operation  of  filters  consisting  of  this  material  than  would  be  the 
ease  with  the  coarser  sand,  and  the  quantity  that  can  be  purified  will  be 
smaller. 

The  system  as  a  whole  is  adapted  to  the  collection  and  disposal  of  all 
of  the  sewage  of  the  portion  of  the  town  of  Concord  which  it  is  proposed 
to  make  tributary  to  it,  according  to  the  plans  submitted,  provided  that 
sorface  water  is  excluded  from  the  sewers  as  proposed,  and  care  is  taken 
to  prevent  the  entrance  of  ground  water  so  far  as  practicable. 

The  State  Board  of  Health,  acting  under  the  authority  of  chapter  151, 
section  2,  of  the  Acts  of  1895,  approves  the  proposed  system  and  the  loca- 
tion of  the  lands  to  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  sewage  disposal,  as  out- 
lined in  your  description  previously  quoted  and  shown  upon  the  plans 
sabmitted  with  your  application ;  the  lands  being  in  the  town  of  Concord, 
and  bounded,  measured  and  described  as  follows :  — 

Description  for  Taking  of  Land  now  or  lately  of  Estate  of  Catherine  (alias  Kate) 

Lang,  on  North  Side  of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  north  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  (formerly 
Middlesex  Central  Railroad)  location  at  its  intersection  with  the  division  line  be- 
tween land  supposed  now  or  lately  to  belong  to  the  estate  of  Catherine  (oliaA 
Kate)  Lang  and  land  containing  gravel  pit  and  supposed  to  belong  to  the  said 
Boston  &  Maine  Railroad,  thence  running  along  the  north  lino  of  said  railroad 
location  south  seventy-two  degrees  and  twenty-five  minutes  west  (S  72^  25^  W) 
magnetic,  about  one  thousand  and  thirt^'-nine  (1,039)  feet  to  a  point ;  thence  de- 
flecting to  the  right  and  running  approximately  north  one  degree  and  forty-five 
minutes  west  (N  1^  45^  W)  about  seven  hundred  and  ninety-three  (793)  feet  to 
a  point  in  the  division  stone  wall  between  lands  supposed  to  belong  to  the  said 
Lang  estate  and  to  John  S.  Keyes,  respectively ;  thence  defiecting  to  the  right 
and  running  in  a  generally  easterly  direction  along  said  division  wall  about  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three  (793)  feet  to  an  angle  in  said  wall ;  thence  deflecting 
to  the  right  and  running  approximately  south  eleven  degrees  and  nine  minutes 
west  (S  11^  9^  W)  about  seventy-nine  (79)  feet  along  said  wall  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  fence  and  wall  between  said  lands  supposed  to  belong  to  the  said 
Lang  estate  and  to  John  S.  Keyes  respectively ;  thence  deflecting  to  the  lefi;  and 
running  approximately  south  eighty-one  degrees  and  sixteen  minutes  east  (S  81° 
16'  £)  about  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  (235)  feet  along  said  fence  and  wall  to 
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a  p<^t  in  the  division  fence  between  the  said  lands  supposed  to  belong  to  die 
Lang  estate  and  the  said  land  containing  gravel  pit  and  supposed  to  belong  to 
the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad ;  thence  deflecting  to  the  right  and  running  approxi- 
mately south  one  degree  and  forty-five  minutes  east  (S  1°  45'  £)  about  three  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty-three  (d5d)  feet  along  said  division  fence  to  the  point  of  beg^inning, 
comprising  an  area  of  fourteen  and  thirteen  hundredths  (14.13)  acres,  more  or 
less. 

Description  for  Taking  of  Land  of  John  S.  Keyes, 

Beginning  at  an  angle  or  comer  where  land  supposed  now  or  lately  to  belong 
to  the  estate  of  Catherine  (alias  Kate)  Lang,  and  land  containing  gravel  pit  and 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  (formerly  Middlesex  Central 
Railroad),  and  lands  supposed  to  belong  to  John  S.  Keyes,  respectively,  meet^  and 
distant  about  three  hundred  and  fifty-three  (353)  feet  northerly  from  the  north 
line  of  the  location  of  the  said  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  measured  along  the 
easterly  line  of  said  Lang  estate ;  thence  approximately  north  one  degree  and 
forty-five  minutes  west  (N  1^  45'  W)  magnetic,  in  prolongation  of  said  easterly 
line  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  feet  to  a  point ;  thence  deflecting  to  the  left 
through  an  angle  of  ninety  (90)  degrees  and  running  approximately  south  eighty- 
eight  degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  west  (S  88°  15'  W)  about  two  hundred  and 
fourteen  (214)  feet  to  an  angle  in  the  division  stone  wall  between  lands  supposed 
to  belong  to  said  Lang  estate  and  to  John  S.  Keyes,  respectively ;  thence  deflect- 
ing to  the  left  through  an  angle  of  approximately  seventy-seven  degrees  and  six 
minutes  (77°  6')  and  running  approximately  south  eleven  degrees  and  nine 
minutes  west  (S  11°  9^  W)  about  seventy-nine  (79)  feet  along  said  wall  to  its 
intersection  with  the  division  fence  and  wall  between  said  lands  suppoeed  to 
belong  to  the  said  Lang  estate  and  to  John  S.  Keyes,  respectively ;  thence  de- 
flecting to  the  left  through  an  angle  of  approximately  ninety-two  degrees  and 
twenty-flve  minutes  (92°  25')  and  running  approximately  south  eighty-one  de- 
grees and  sixteen  minutes  east  (S  81°  16'  E)  about  two  hundred  and  diirty-flve 
(235)  feet  along  said  division  fence  and  wall  to  the  point  of  beginning,  compris- 
ing an  area  of  forty-nine  hundredths  (0.49)  of  an  acre,  more  or  less. 

Description  for  Taking  of  Land  now  or  lately  of  Estate  of  Catherine  {alias  Kate) 

Lang,  on  South  Side  of  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad. 

Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  south  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  (formerly 
Middlesex  Central  Railroad)  location  at  its  intersection  with  the  division  line  be- 
tween land  supposed  now  or  lately  to  belong  to  the  estate  of  Catherine  (alias 
Kate)  Lang  and  land  supposed  to  belong  to  Patrick  W.  White,  said  point  being 
about  forty-one  (41)  feet  fh)m  the  south  rail  of  the  track  of  said  railroad ;  thence 
running  approximately  south  one  degree  and  forty-five  minutes  east  (S  1°  45^  £) 
magnetic,  along  said  division  line  about  one  thousand  and  eighty  (1,080)  feet  to 
land  supposed  to  belong  to  Enoch  Garfield ;  thence  deflecting  to  the  right  and 
running  approximately  south  eighty-eight  degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  west  (S  88° 
15'  W)  along  the  division  line  between  the  lands  supposed  to  belong  to  said  Lang 
estate  and  to  said  Garfield,  respectively,  five  hundred  (500)  feet  to  a  point ;  thence 
deflecting  to  the  right  and  running  north  one  degree  and  forty-five  minutes  west 
(N  1°  45^  W)  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  (295)  feet  to  a  point ;  thence  defiecting 
ninety  (90)  degrees  to  the  right  and  running  approximately  north  eighty-eight 
degrees  and  fifteen  minutes  east  (N  88^  15'  E)  one  hundred  (100)  feet  to  a  point; 
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thoice  defleeting  ninety  (90)  degrees  to  the  left  and  running  approximately  north 
one  degree  and  forty-five  minutes  west  (N 1^  45'  W)  about  six  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  (669)  feet  to  a  point  on  said  south  line  of  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  loca- 
tion; thence  deflecting  to  the  right  and  running  approximately  north  seventy-two 
degrees  and  forty-one  minutes  east  (N  72°  41'  £)  about  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
(415)  feet  along  said  railroad  location  to  the  point  of  beginning,  comprising  an 
area  of  ten  and  nine  hundredths  (10.09)  acres,  more  or  less. 

DAinrEBS.  The  trustees  of  the  Dan  vers  Lunatic  Hospital  applied 
to  the  Board,  Aug.  1,  1898,  for  its  advice  with  reference  to  a  plan 
of  sewage  disposal  for  that  institution  upon  land  belonging  to  that 
mstitation.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Auo.  4, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  yon,  on  Aug,  1,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  with  reference  to  certain  proposed  modifications  in 
the  details  of  the  plan  of  sewage  disposal  for  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital 
which  was  considered  by  the  Board  last  year. 

With  regard  to  the  plan  presented  at  that  time,  the  Board  advised  that, 
if  properly  carried  out,  the  plan  was  the  best  that  it  appeared  to  be  feasible 
to  adopt ;  but  it  was  suggested  that  the  filtration  area  might  with  advantage 
be  divided  into  a  larger  number  of  beds,  and  that  the  size  of  the  fiush  tank 
might  be  reduced. 

Ton  now  state  that  you  have  secured  a  more  direct  route  for  the  main 
sewer  from  the  hospital  to  the  filtration  area,  by  which  the  construction 
of  a  portion  of  the  main  sewer  in  the  form  of  an  inverted  siphon  at  a  place 
where  the  line  crossed  a  valley  between  the  hospital  and  the  filtration  area 
is  avoided ;  and,  in  connection  with  the  proposed  change  in  the  location 
of  the  main  sewer,  it  is  proposed  to  change  the  position  of  the  fiush  tank 
iDd  to  locate  it  upon  the  proposed  filtration  area. 

In  accordance  with  suggestions  of  the  Board  in  its  last  reply,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  reduce  the  size  of  the  fiush  tank  and  to  divide  the  filtration  area 
into  a  laiger  number  of  beds. 

The  present  plan  provides  for  ten  beds,  eight  of  which,  having  an  area 
of  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre  each,  are  to  be  constructed  of  the  coarsest 
material  available,  and  the  remaining  two,  having  an  area  of  about  half 
an  acre  each,  are  to  be  constructed  of  the  finer  material.  It  is  proposed 
to  use  a  portion  of  the  sewage  for  the  irrigation  of  crops  on  land  through 
which  the  main  sewer  is  to  pass. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  your  application  and  the  proposed 
modifications  in  your  plans,  and  concludes  that  the  changes  proposed  are 
desirable  in  the  interest  of  economy  and  facility  of  operation  of  the  plant ; 
and,  if  the  plans  are  carried  out  as  proposed,  they  will  provide  satisfactorily 
for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Danvers  Lunatic  Hospital,  provided 
the  size  of  the  institution  is  not  materially  increased. 
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It  will  be  necessary,  in  using  the  sewage  for  irrigating  purposes  in  the 
growing  of  crops,  to  avoid  danger  of  any  portion  of  the  unpurified  sewage 
finding  its  way  into  a  water  course. 

Gloucester.  An  application  was  received  Aug.  19,  1898,  from 
the  committee  on  sewerage  of  Gloucester,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  for  that  city.  The  Board 
replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Sbft.  8S,  189S. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Aug.  19,  1898,  an 
application  giving  notice  of  your  intention  to  introduce  a  system  of  sewer- 
age in  the  city  of  Gloucester ;  and  the  Board  is  informed  that  you  propose 
to  make  use  of  the  drain  which  at  present  discharges  into  the  outer  harbor 
opposite  Mansfield  Street  as  a  main  sewer,  and  change  the  point  of  dis- 
charge of  this  drain  from  its  present  location  to  a  point  in  the  Gloucester 
canal. 

The  application  was  accompanied  by  a  plan  entitled  ^^  Sketch  showing 
Proposed  Extension  of  Main  Drain  through  Western  Avenue  to  Gloucester 
Canal,"  which  shows  the  line  of  the  proposed  extension  from  the  present 
drain  at  the  place  where  it  crosses  Western  Avenue  through  Western 
Avenue  to  the  Gloucester  canal. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plan.  The  plan  appears  to  resemble 
closely  a  plan  submitted  to  this  Board  in  1888,  which  provided  for  the 
collection  of  the  sewage  of  a  large  district  in  Gloucester  which  would 
naturally  be  tributary  to  the  present  drain,  and  the  discharge  of  this  sew- 
age into  the  canal  in  the  vicinity  of  Cut  bridge.  The  opinion  of  the  Board, 
as  expressed  at  that  time,  was  as  follows :  — 

It  would  not  be  advisable  to  admit  sewage  to  the  drain  now  receiving  brook 
and  storm  water,  and  discharging  upon  the  beach  near  Western  Avenue.  A  sat- 
isfactory outlet  for  the  sewage  of  a  large  part  of  the  city  will  not  be  provided  by 
building  the  proposed  sewer  in  Western  Avenue  to  cany  the  contents  of  the  ex- 
isting drain  to  the  waterway  known  as  the  **  Cut^* 

The  city  has  grown  considerably  in  the  past  ten  years,  and  the  proposed 
sewer  outlet  would  be  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  thickly  populated  por- 
tion of  the  city,  and  upon  a  shore  which  appears  to  be  used  as  a  place  of 
resort  by  many  people  in  the  summer  season.  Under  the  circumstances, 
the  Board  can  see  no  reason  for  changing  the  opinion  expressed  at  the  pre- 
vious time  with  reference  to  the  use  of  the  existing  drain  as  a  sewer  and 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  by  discharging  it  into  Gloucester  canal,  or  the 
^^  Cut,"  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  all  sewage  should  be  kept  out  of  the 
*^ Cut"  and  away  from  the  shores  in  the  neighborhood  of  its  outlet. 
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It  appears  that  the  drainage  discharged  from  the  drain  has  at  times  an 
offensiye  odor,  and  that  the  present  place  of  disposal  of  the  drainage  is 
objectionable,  especially  when  discolored  water  from  the  streets  is  dis- 
charged after  a  heary  rain.  It  is  possible  that  much  of  the  objection  to 
the  dischaige  of  drainage  at  the  present  outlet  would  be  removed  by  ex- 
tending a  pipe  from  the  bottom  of  the  present  drain  to  a  place  of  discharge 
at  some  distance  beyond  low  water,  so  that,  except  in  very  heavy  rains, 
little  or  no  drainage  would  be  discharged  close  to  the  shore ;  but  the  Board 
is  of  the  opinion  that  in  any  case  it  is  important  to  keep  sewage  from  enter- 
ing the  present  drain  or  any  of  its  tributaries. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  the  whole  question  of  sewerage  for  the 
city  be  again  considered,  with  a  view  to  beginning  the  construction  of  a 
system  on  some  satisfactory  plan. 

Hatfield.  An  application  was  received,  Oct.  20,  1898,  from 
the  Board  of  Health  of  Hatfield,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  rela- 
tive to  the  proposed  construction  of  certain  sewers  in  that  town  in- 
tended to  convey  the  sewage  of  certain  houses  to  the  Mill  River. 
The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Dec.  1, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for  advice 
with  reference  to  the  construction  of  two  sewers  in  Hatfield,  to  discharge 
sewage  from  certain  houses  into  the  Mill  River  at  two  points  in  the  village, 
lod  has  caused  the  localities  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer. 

One  sewer  is  to  be  laid  in  School  Street,  and  will  provide  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  sewage  of  four  houses  on  that  street.  It  is  proposed  to  dis- 
charge this  sewer  into  a  drain  which  crosses  the  highway  near  land  of  Jacob 
Carl,  and  runs  through  private  land  in  a  southerly  direction  to  Mill  River. 
At  the  place  where  this  drain  will  discharge  the  stream  has  a  sluggish 
current,  owing  to  a  dam  below,  and  solid  matters  from  the  sewage  will 
natorally  tend  to  deposit  upon  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  stream.  While 
there  are  no  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  stream  near  the  out- 
let of  the  drain,  the  main  portions  of  the  village  are  not  far  distant,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  not  desirable  to  discharge  sewage  at 
this  place  continually,  even  in  small  quantity. 

The  other  sewer  mentioned  in  the  application  is  to  be  constructed  in 
Elm  Street,  and  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  sewage  into  the  Mill  River 
jost  below  the  last  dam.  This  outlet  is  less  objectionable  from  a  sanitary 
point  of  view  than  the  one  farther  up  stream ;  but  if  any  considerable  num- 
ber of  houses  should  be  connected  with  this  sewer,  the  discharge  of  sewage 
at  this  place  might  become  objectionable  at  times  when  the  river  is  low. 

It  is  very  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  not  only  to  keep  sewage 
from  entering  Mill  River  and  polluting  it  in  the  vicinity  of  the  village,  but 
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also  to  avoid  the  creation  of  numerous  sewer  outlets  into  the  streams  near 
the  village,  on  account  of  danger  that  local  nuisances  will  thereby  be  created. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  would  be  best  for  the  interests  of  the  town 
that,  before  any  sewers  are  constructed,  a  general  plan  of  sewerage  should 
be  prepared,. by  which  a  satisfactory  disposal  of  the  sewage  may  be  effected. 
All  sewers  hereafter  constructed  might  then  be  made  to  conform  to  this 
plan,  so  that  they  might  all  ultimately  form  a  part  of  the  completed 
system. 

The  Board  would  therefore  advise  that  you  cause  a  plan  to  be  prepared 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  main  village  of  Hat- 
field. The  Board  will  render  you  such  assistance  as  it  may  in  any  investi- 
gation as  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  that  you  may  desire  to  make,  and  will 
upon  application  advise  you  as  to  any  plan  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village 
which  you  may  wish  to  present. 

HixGHAM.  An  application  was  received,  Oct.  14,  1898,  from  the 
board  of  health  of  Hingham,  for  the  advice  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  relative  to  a  proposed  sewer  for  a  small  district  in  that  town 
known  as  Crow  Point.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

Dec.  1, 1S98. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Oct.  14,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  from  a  small 
summer  settlement  in  the  town  of  Hingham,  known  as  Crow  Point,  accom- 
panied by  a  plan  showing  the  lines  of  the  proposed  sewers  and  the  proposed 
location  of  the  sewer  outlet.  It  is  understood  to  be  a  part  of  your  plan 
that  each  house  is  to  be  provided  with  a  cess-pool,  and  that  the  sewers  are 
to  receive  the  overflow  from  these  cess-pools,  but  are  not  to  receive  storm 
water. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plan.  The  proposed  system  of 
sewers,  with  such  extensions  as  can  be  made,  will  provide  for  collecting 
sewage  from  nearly  all  of  the  houses  on»  Crow  Point,  and  for  houses  which 
may  be  built  on  high  land  to  the  west  of  the  point. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  that  is  likely  to  be  discharged  from  the  proposed 
system  of  sewers  will  probably  be  very  small  for  several  years,  and  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  serious  trouble  will  be  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage 
at  the  place  proposed  at  all  times.  If  the  population  in  this  region  should 
increase  considerably,  and  a  much  larger  number  of  houses  should  be  con- 
nected with  the  sewers,  it  might  be  desirable  to  provide  an  outlet  into  the 
main  channel ;  and  for  this  reason  it  would  be  desirable  to  so  construct  the 
sewers  that  the  sewage  can,  at  some  future  time,  be  carried  further  to 
the  east,  along  the  northerly  side  of  Crow  Point,  and  discharged  into  the 
main  channel  well  out  from  the  entrance  of  Hingham  harbor. 
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With  the  modification  suggested,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
plan  is  a  suitable  one  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  this  small  portion 
of  the  town  of  Hingham. 

HoLYOKE.  An  application  was  received,  June  18,  1898,  from  the 
board  of  public  works  of  Holyokc,  for  the  advice  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  relative  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal for  a  district  of  Holyoke  lying  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  city 
above  the  dam.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Oct.  6, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  June  18,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  a  district  in  the  north-westerly  part  of  the  city  of 
Holyoke.  Subsequently,  on  August  24  and  September  22,  plans  were  re- 
ceived showing  outlines  of  a  proposed  sewerage  and  drainage  district,  its 
relation  to  the  present  sewerage  system  of  the  portion  of  the  city  in  that 
vicinity,  and  the  location,  sizes  and  grades  of  a  proposed  system  of 
domestic  sewers  and  a  system  of  storm-water  drains  to  serve  the  new 
district. 

The  district  shown  upon  the  plans  is  bounded  by  the  city  limits  on  the 
north  and  approximately  by  Pleasant  Street  on  the  east,  Lincoln  Street  on 
the  south,  and  aline  about  1,500  feet  west  of  Northampton  Street  on  the 
west.  A  separate  system  of  pipes  to  receive  storm  water  includes  the  por- 
tion of  the  district  lying  between  Lincoln  Street  on  the  south,  Morrill 
Avenue  on  the  north.  Pearl  Street  on  the  east,  and  a  line  about  1,500  feet 
west  of  Northampton  Street  on  the  west.  It  is  proposed  to  discharge  the 
storm  water  from  this  system  of  pipes  into  the  upper  end  of  the  Dingle,  so 
called,  through  which  it  will  flow  to  the  Connecticut  River. 

The  plan  for  the  sewerage  of  the  district  provides  for  a  system  of  pipe 
sewers  discharging  into  a  trunk  sewer  in  Jefferson  Street  near  the  upper 
end  of  the  Dingle,  from  which  the  course  of  the  sewer  is  northerly  through 
Jefferson  Street  and  private  land  and  down  through  a  deep  ravine  to  the 
Connecticut  River,  into  which  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  sewage  directly 
without  treatment.  You  propose  to  include  in  the  new  sewer  district  a 
small  portion  of  the  district  wliich  at  present  discharges  into  the  Walnut 
Street  sewer  system,  which  drains  a  district  lying  south-west  of  the  new 
district.  The  sewers  in  the  Walnut  Street  district  are  constructed  upon 
the  so  called  combined  plan,  and  in  the  portion  of  the  Walnut  Street  dis- 
trict which  it  is  proposed  to  divert  into  tlie  new  district,  one  of  the  sewers 
will,  by  the  proposed  plan,  continue  to  receive  storm  water,  in  addition  to 
tiie  sewage.  You  also  propose  to  receive  into  the  main  trunk  sewer  the 
storm  water  from  the  area  bounded  by  Dartmouth  Street  on  the  south, 
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also  to  avoid  the  creation  of  numerous  sewer  outlets  into  the  streams  near 
the  village,  on  account  of  danger  that  local  nuisances  will  thereby  be  created. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  would  be  best  for  the  interests  of  the  town 
that,  before  any  sewers  are  constructed,  a  general  plan  of  sewerage  should 
be  prepared,  by  which  a  satisfactory  disposal  of  the  sewage  may  be  effected. 
All  sewers  hereafter  constructed  might  then  be  made  to  conform  to  this 
plan,  so  that  they  might  all  ultimately  form  a  part  of  the  completed 
system. 

The  Board  would  therefore  advise  that  you  cause  a  plan  to  be  prepared 
for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  main  village  of  Hat- 
field. The  Board  will  render  you  such  assistance  as  it  may  in  any  investi- 
gation as  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  that  you  may  desire  to  make,  and  will 
upon  application  advise  you  as  to  any  plan  for  the  sewerage  of  the  village 
which  you  may  wish  to  present. 

HiNGHAM.  An  application  was  received,  Oct.  14,  1898,  from  the 
board  of  health  of  Hingham,  for  the  advice  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  relative  to  a  proposed  sewer  for  a  small  district  in  that  town 
known  as  Crow  Point.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

Dec.  1, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Oct.  J4,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  from  a  small 
summer  settlement  in  the  town  of  Hingham,  known  as  Crow  Point,  accom- 
panied by  a  plan  showing  the  lines  of  the  proposed  sewers  and  the  proposed 
location  of  the  sewer  outlet.  It  is  understood  to  be  a  part  of  your  plan 
that  each  house  is  to  be  provided  with  a  cess-pool,  and  that  the  sewers  are 
to  receive  the  overflow  from  these  cess-pools,  but  are  not  to  receive  storm 
water. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plan.  The  proposed  system  of 
sewers,  with  such  extensions  as  can  be  made,  will  provide  for  collecting 
sewage  from  nearly  all  of  the  houses  on*  Crow  Point,  and  for  houses  which 
may  be  built  on  high  land  to  the  west  of  the  point. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  that  is  likely  to  be  discharged  from  the  proposed 
system  of  sewers  will  probably  be  very  small  for  several  years,  and  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  serious  trouble  will  be  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage 
at  the  place  proposed  at  all  times.  If  the  population  in  this  region  should 
increase  considerably,  and  a  much  larger  number  of  houses  should  be  con- 
nected with  the  sewers,  it  might  be  desirable  to  provide  an  outlet  into  the 
main  channel ;  and  for  this  reason  it  would  be  desirable  to  so  construct  the 
sewers  that  the  sewage  can,  at  some  future  time,  be  carried  further  to 
the  east,  along  the  northerly  side  of  Crow  Point,  and  discharged  into  the 
main  channel  well  out  from  the  entrance  of  Hingham  harbor. 
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With  the  modification  suggested,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
plan  is  a  suitable  one  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  this  small  portion 
of  the  town  of  Hingham. 

HoLYOKE.  An  application  was  received,  June  18,  1898,  from  the 
board  of  public  works  of  Holyoke,  for  the  advice  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  relative  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal for  a  district  of  Holyoke  lying  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  city 
above  the  dam.     The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Oct.  6, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  June  18,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal  for  a  district  in  the  north-westerly  part  of  the  city  of 
Holyoke.  Subsequently,  on  August  24  and  September  22,  plans  were  re- 
ceived showing  outlines  of  a  proposed  sewerage  and  drainage  district,  its 
relation  to  the  present  sewerage  system  of  the  portion  of  the  city  in  that 
vicinity,  and  the  location,  sizes  and  grades  of  a  proposed  system  of 
domestic  sewers  and  a  system  of  storm-water  drains  to  serve  the  new 
district. 

The  district  shown  upon  the  plans  is  bounded  by  the  city  limits  on  the 
north  and  approximately  by  Pleasant  Street  on  the  east,  Lincoln  Street  on 
the  south,  and  aline  about  1,500  feet  west  of  Northampton  Street  on  the 
west.  A  separate  system  of  pipes  to  receive  storm  water  includes  the  por- 
tion of  the  district  lying  between  Lincoln  Street  on  the  south,  Morrill 
Avenue  on  the  north.  Pearl  Street  on  the  east,  and  a  line  about  1,500  feet 
west  of  Northampton  Street  on  the  west.  It  is  proposed  to  discharge  the 
storm  water  from  this  system  of  pipes  int»  the  upper  end  of  the  Dingle,  so 
called,  through  which  it  will  flow  to  the  Connecticut  River. 

The  plan  for  the  sewerage  of  the  district  provides  for  a  system  of  pipe 
sewers  discharging  into  a  trunk  sewer  in  Jefferson  Street  near  the  upper 
end  of  the  Dingle,  from  which  the  course  of  the  sewer  is  northerly  through 
Jefferson  Street  and  private  land  and  down  through  a  deep  ravine  to  the 
Connecticut  River,  into  which  it  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  sewage  directly 
without  treatment.  You  propose  to  include  in  tlie  new  sewer  district  a 
small  portion  of  the  district  which  at  present  discharges  into  the  Walnut 
Street  sewer  system,  which  drains  a  district  lying  south-west  of  the  new 
district.  The  sewers  in  the  Walnut  Street  district  are  constructed  upon 
the  so  called  combined  plan,  and  in  the  portion  of  the  Walnut  Street  dis- 
trict which  it  is  proposed  to  divert  into  the  new  district,  one  of  the  sewers 
wiU,  by  the  proposed  plan,  continue  to  receive  storm  water,  in  addition  to 
the  sewage.  You  also  propose  to  receive  into  the  main  trunk  sewer  the 
storm  water  from  the  area  bounded  by  Dartmouth  Street  on  the  south, 
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Lee.  The  State  Board  of  Health  was  informed  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  build  certain  sewers  in  the  town  of  Lee,  having  their  out- 
let into  the  Housatonic  River.  The  State  Board,  therefore,  sent  a 
communication  to  the  selectmen  of  Lee,  as  follows  :  — 

Nov.  17,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  is  informed  that  it  is  proposed  to  construct 
sewers  in  the  village  of  Lee  in  accordance  with  a  plan  which  has  been  suh- 
mitted  to  your  board,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  sewage  is  to  be  disposed 
of  by  discharging  it  into  the  Housatonic  River.  The  evidence  before  this 
Board  would  indicate  that  the  plan  of  sewerage  in  question  is  one  which 
should  be  submitted  to  this  Board  for  advice,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888.  If  it  is  intended  to  construct 
a  sewer  or  sewei's  discharging  into  the  Housatonic  River  or  any  other 
stream,  you  will,  of  course,  wish  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
referred  to,  and  a  blank  form  of  application  is  accordingly  enclosed.  Upon 
receipt  of  an  application,  the  Board  will  give  the  matter  prompt  attention. 

Leicester.  The  attention  of  the  Board  was  called,  July  26,  1898, 
by  the  water  commissioners  of  Worcester,  to  the  imperfect  purifi- 
cation of  the  sewage  at  the  disposal  beds  at  the  Leicester  Poor  Farm, 
and  the  possibility'  of  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of  Worcester 
as  a  consequence.  The  State  Board  of  Health  ma<ic  an  investigation 
of  the  matter,  and  sent  the  following  communication  to  the  selectmen 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Leicester :  — 

Sept.  1,  ISaS. 

The  results  of  chemical  analyses  made  by  this  Board  of  the  eflluent  from 
the  sewage  filter  beds  at  the  Leicester  Poor  Farm  show  that  it  contains  at 
times  a  large  proportion  of  unoxidized  organic  matter,  indicating  that  the 
action  of  tlie  filters  is  at  times  inellicient  in  the  purification  of  the  sewage ; 
and  an  examination  of  the  filters  by  one  of  the  engineers  of  the  Board  indi- 
cates that  they  are  not  operated  in  the  manner  necessary  to  produce  the 
best  results.  It  appears  that  the  sewage  has  been  allowed  to  flow  upon 
one  of  the  beds  continuously  for  a  period  of  several  days,  thereby  pre- 
venting the  necessary  air  from  entering  the  filter  and  effecting  the  purifi- 
cation of  the  sewage.  If  all  of  the  beds  were  used,  and  the  sewage  changed 
frequently  from  bed  to  bed,  satisfactory  purification  could  be  effected,  pro- 
vided the  filters  were  given  the  necessary  attention,  and  were  kept  in  proper 
condition  by  scraping  or  raking  from  time  to  time. 

The  effluent  from  the  filter  beds  finds  its  way  into  one  of  the  feeders  of 
the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  and  the  discharge  of  uupurified 
or  partially  purified  sewage  from  these  beds  will  cause  a  pollution  of  this 
water  supply,  and  is  contrary  to  existing  statutes. 
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The  Board  would  therefore  urge  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken  with- 
out delay  to  provide  that  sewage  be  applied  at  proper  intervals  and  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  insure  a  purified  effluent  from  the  filter  ]>eds  at  the  Leicester 
Poor  Farm.  It  may  be  found  that,  even  with  proper  application  of  the 
sewage,  satisfactory  purification  may  not  result  in  winter,  on  account  of 
freezing.  If  this  should  be  found  to  be  the  case,  the  ditticulty  can  be 
avoided  by  protecting  the  filtering  area  by  a  cov.er  which  will  prevent 
freezing. 

Lexixgton'.  An  application  was  received  from  the  sewer  com- 
missioners of  Lexington,  March  24,  1898,  under  the  general  act  of 
1888,  chapter  375,  and  chapters  504  and  520  of  the  Acts  of  1897, 
for  the  advice  of  the  Board  wdth  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  town  of  Lexington.  After  a 
hearing,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of  chai)tcr  504,  section  17, 
Acts  of  1897,  at  which  the  sewer  commissioners  of  Lexington  and 
the  water  commissioners  of  Arlington  were  present,  the  Board  replied 
to  the  application  as  follows  :  — 

April  16, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  March  24,  1898,  an 
application,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888  and 
chapters  504  and  520  of  the  Acts  of  1807,  dated  March  22,  1898,  giving 
notice  of  your  intention  to  introduce  a  system  of  sewerage  in  the  town  of 
LexiDgton,  Mass.,  and  sul)niitting  a  plan  of  your  proposed  system  for  the 
approval  of  this  Board.  In  this  application  your  proposed  plans  are  set 
forth  as  follows  :  — 

A  general  description  of  the  system  of  sewerage  proposed  is  given  in  the  report 
of  McClintock  and  Woodfall,  civil  engineers,  dated  Jan.  lA^  18*J7,  contained  in  the 
printed  pamphlet  submitted  herewith,  the  discharge  of  the  sewage  to  be  into  the 
metropolitan  sewer  as  extended  to  the  dividing  line  botween  Arlington  and  Lex- 
ingftoD,  under  chapter  520  of  the  Acts  of  1897.  (Disregard  cancelled  portions  of 
pages  8,  9, 10,  and  11  of  said  report.) 

The  sizes,  directions  of  flow  and  approximate  locations  of  the  several  sewers 
proposed  to  be  built  for  house  drainage  are  shown  on  the  map  accomi)anying  said 
report,  and  entitled  "  Plan  Showing  Proposed  System  of  Sewers  for  the  Town  of 
Lexington,  Mass.  Designed  by  McClintock  and  Woodfall,  Civil  Engineers,  15 
Court  Square,  Boston,  Mass.,  1897." 

The  grade  of  the  main  and  intercepting  sewer  is  to  be  at  no  place  less  than 
1  foot  in  1,000  feet.  Following  is  a  general  description  of  said  sewer:  A  sewer 
20  inches  in  diameter,  starting  at  the  dividing  line  between  the  towns  of  Arlington 
and  Lexington,  and  extending  through  Massachusetts  Avenue  to  the  junction 
thereof 'ii'ith  Flint  or  Curve  Street ;  thence  running  easterly  and  northerly  through 
portions' of  Flint  or  Curve  Street;  thence  north-easterly  across  private  lauds  to 
and  across  the  Arlington  Branch  Railroad  ;  thence  northerly  or  north-westerly  in 
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and  aloDg  the  location  of  said  railroad,  about  2,000  feet ;  thence  running  nearly 
parallel  with  the  north-easterly  line  of  the  location  of  said  railroad  about  1,500 
feet  to  a  point  near  Munroe^s  station ;  thence  continuing  as  an  18-inch  pipe  in  a 
line  approximately  parallel  with  the  north-easterly  side  of  said  railroad  location, 
about  1,100  or  1,200  feet ;  thence  an  18-inch  pipe  in  a  northerly  direction  across 
the  head  of  Munroe^s  Meadows  and  private  lands  to  and  across  Wobum  and  Vine 
streets  to  a  point  about  165  feet  northerly  from  Vine  Street ;  thence  a  15>inch  pipe 
across  private  lands  to  the  lane  at  the  base  of  Granny  Hill  leading  to  the  Hayes 
house. 

Into  this  main  and  intercepting  sewer  will  be  connected  at  sundry  places  the 
several  sewers  leading  from  the  Centre  and  East  villages. 

Such  portions  of  the  main  and  intercepting  sewer  between  the  junction  of 
Pleasant  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Vine  Street  as  the  State  Board 
of  Health  shall  require,  and  so  much  of  each  lateral  sewer  within  the  water-shed 
of  the  Arlington  water  supply  as  shall  lie  between  a  level  even  with  the  top  of  the 
main  or  intercepting  sewer  at  the  place  where  such  lateral  sewer  connects  there- 
with and  the  place  of  connection  will  be  constructed  of  iron  pipe  with  carefully 
made  lead  joints.  Similarly,  where  any  sewer  crosses  a  stream  or  brook  which 
is  tributary  to  the  Arlington  water  supply,  iron  pipe  with  leaded  joints  will  be 
used  at  such  crossing,  and  for  a  distance  of  about  12  feet  on  either  side  thereof. 

Surface  water  is  not  to  be  conducted  into  the  sewers ;  but  sub-drains  have  been 
planned  to  take  care  of  such  water,  and  drain  low-lying  and  wet  parts  of  the  town, 
the  discharge  to  be  into  natural  water  courses,  as  may  be  approved  by  said  Board 
of  Health. 

At  the  hearing  upon  the  foregoing  application,  plans  prepared  by  said  McClin- 
tock  and  Woodfall  will  be  submitted,  showing  in  detail  the  work  to  be  done  in 
constructing  said  system. 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  504  of  the  Acts  of  1897, 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  upon  receipt  of  your  application,  gave  notice 
to  the  board  of  water  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Arlington  of  a  hearing 
upon  your  application,  as  required  by  section  17  of  said  chapter  504,  to 
be  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Board,  at  the  State  House,  on  April  7,  1898, 
at  eleven  o'clock.  At  this  hearing  there  were  present  the  board  of  wat^r 
commissioners  of  the  town  of  Arlington  with  their  engineer  and  your  ])oard 
with  your  engineers ;  and  plans  were  presented  by  you,  showing  in  detail 
the  work  to  be  done  in  constructing  a  system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  of 
Lexington,  which  is  designed  to  discharge  into  the  metropolitan  sewer  as 
extended  to  the  dividing  line  between  Arlington  and  Lexington,  under 
chapter  520  of  the  Acts  of  1897. 

It  appearing  that  some  modifications  with  a  view  to  further  protection 
of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Arlington  were  deemed  desirable  by 
the  water  commissioners  of  that  town,  it  was  suggested  that  your  l)oard 
confer  with  the  water  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Arlington,  and  sub- 
sequently submit  such  amendments  to  your  plan  as  might,  after  the  con- 
sultation suggested,  seem  desirable;   and  subsequently,  on  the  same  day 
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before  said  hearing  was  closed,  you  presented  the  following  modifications 
of  your  proposed  plan :  — 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  filed  by  the  sewer  commissioners  of  Lexington, 
March  22, 1898,  for  an  approval  of  a  system  of  sewerage  for  that  town,  which 
Application,  after  due  notice  to  the  board  of  water  commissioners  of  the  town  of 
Arlington,  is  now  being  heard  by  your  Board,  the  undersigned  ask  leave  to  modify 
the  application  and  plans  as  below  set  forth :  — 

In  the  next  to  the  last  paragraph,  the  words,  **•  take  care  of  such  water  and  ^* 
are  stricken  out,  so  that  the  paragraph  as  amended  reads :  ''  Surface  water  is  not 
to  be  conducted  into  the  sewers ;  but  sub-drains  have  been  planned  to  drain  low- 
Ijing  and  wet  parts  of  the  town,  the  discharge  to  be  into  natural  water  courses, 
as  may  be  approved  by  said  Board  of  Health/^ 

If  required  by  the  water  board  of  Arlington,  cut-off  dams  of  concrete  1  foot 
tiiick  will  be  constructed  at  the  three  several  places  shown  on  the  accompanying 
plan,  marked :  **  Plan  of  Proposed  System  of  Sewers  for  the  Town  of  Lexington, 
Mass.,  designed  by  McClintock  and  Woodfall,  1897."  These  dams  are  to  be  2 
feet  wider  than  the  sewer  trench  (t.  e.,  overlapping  1  foot  on  either  side),  and  are 
to  extend  from  a  point  2  feet  below  the  ground^s  surface  to  a  point  6  inches  below 
the  bottom  of  the  sewer,  or  the  underdrain,  as  the  case  may  be. 

If  a  permanent  sub-drain  is  constructed  in  the  East  Village,  it  shall  empty  into 
Brown  Brook,  just  below  the  present  outlet  of  the  Brown  Brook  conduit,  so  called. 

Any  sub-drain  in  the  East  Village  made  for  use  only  during  or  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  the  sewer,  may  enter  into  Brown  Brook  at  any  point,  but 
in  case  of  any  such  temporary  sub-drain,  so  emptying,  its  outlet  shall  be  filled 
np  immediately  after  the  sewer  shall  have  been  constructed. 

The  town  of  Lexington,  in  contracting  for  the  construction  of  its  sewers,  will 
cause  to  be  inserted  in  the  contract  substantially  the  following  provisions :  — 

The  contractor  at  his  expense  shall  provide  proper  sanitaries. 

No  sanitary  to  be  located  within  100  feet  of  any  brook  tributary  to  the  Arling- 
ton water  supply. 

The  engineer  may  designate  the  position  of  the  sanitaries. 

Sanitaries  shall  be  left  in  one  location  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  and  on 
removal  all  foul  matter  shall  be  removed  to  such  location  as  the  engineer  desig- 
nates, and  there  buried. 

Thecontractor  must  see  that  the  men  employed  on  the  work  use  the  proper 
sanitaries  provided  for  them. 

No  sanitary  to  be  put  over  the  sewer  trench  within  the  territory  tributary  to 
Arlington's  water  supply. 

Accompanying  this  communication  was  a  statement  signed  by  the  water 
commissioners  of  Arlington  and  the  sewer  commissioners  of  Lexington, 
as  follows :  — 

The  several  matters  discussed  before  your  Board  this  morning  are  disposed  of 
to  our  mutual  satisfaction,  except  that  we  differ  as  to  the  necessity  of  any  require- 
ment to  be  made  by  your  Board  with  reference  to  the  policing  of  the  sewer  dis- 
trict, and  also  as  to  the  necessity  of  any  requirement  with  respect  to  disposing  of 
water  pumped  out  of  the  sewer  trenches  during  the  period  of  construction. 
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These  two  matters  are  left  to  be  determined  by  your  Board.  You  are  to  in- 
corporate in  your  order  of  approval  such  provisions  on  these  matters,  if  any,  as 
you  shall  think  necessary  and  proper. 

It  is  understood  that  no  provision  is  to  be  made  therein  with  regard  to  divert- 
ing or  disposing  of  the  waters  of  "  Village  Brook." 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  your  proposed  system  of  sewerage, 
with  the  modifications  referred  to,  and  the  plans  submitted,  and  concludes 
that,  in  general,  they  are  appropriate  for  the  sewerage  of  the  town  of  Lex- 
ington, and  that  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  in  connection  with  the  metro- 
politan sewerage  system  is  the  best  metho<l  of  disposal  for  the  town  to 
adopt. 

The  disposal  of  water  collected  by  the  proposed  uuderdrains  beneath  the 
sewers,  by  discharging  it  into  Vine  Brook  and  into  Brown  Brook  below  the 
lower  end  of  the  Brown  Brook  conduit,  as  indicated  upon  the  plans  sub- 
mitted, does  not  appear  to  be  objectionable. 

With  reference  to  policing  the  district  in  which  sewers  are  to  be  con- 
structed during  the  period  of  construction,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  extra  precautions  should  be  taken  by  the 
town  of  Lexington  to  prevent  danger  of  polluting  the  sources  of  the  Arling- 
ton water  supply,  in  consequence  of  the  operations  carried  on  by  the  town 
of  Lexington,  by  providing  sanitaries,  so  called,  in  suitable  places  not  over 
the  sewer  trenches,  by  requiring  the  use  of  the  sanitaries  by  the  persons 
engaged  upon  the  work,  by  making  provision  for  the  removal  and  proper 
disposal  of  all  matters  deposited  therein,  by  preventing  the  encampment 
of  laborers  within  the  water-shed  of  the  Arlington  water  supply  in  the  town 
of  Lexington,  and  by  policing  the  district  in  case  other  safeguards  shall 
not  prove  effectual  in  preventing  contamination  of  the  sources  of  water 
supply  of  the  town  of  Arlington  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Lexington. 

With  regard  to  the  disposal  of  water  pumped  out  of  the  sewer  trenches 
during  tlie  period  of  construction,  it  may  be  said  that  if,  by  providing 
proper  sanitaries  and  by  other  precautions  before  mentioned,  all  pollutions 
are  kept  out  of  the  trenches,  it  seems  to  the  Board  that  there  should  be 
no  danger  in  the  disposal  of  this  water  by  discharge  upon  the  ground  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  trenches. 

In  this  matter  and  in  that  of  policing  the  district  and  in  such  other  mat- 
ters not  specially  mentioned,  where  conditions  might  arise  that  could  en- 
danger the  healthfulness  of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Arlington,  the 
State  Board  of  Health  assumes  and  expects  that  the  sewer  commissioners 
of  the  town  of  Lexington  will  take  every  precaution  to  protect  that  water 
supply  that  they  would  take  if  it  were  the  water  supply  of  their  own  town. 

The  Board  hereby  approves  the  proposed  system  and  plans,  as  outlined 
in  your  communications  of  March  2*2,  1898,  and  April  7,  1898,  and  shown 
upon  plans  submitted  and  filed  upon  the  latter  date,  and  requires  that  all 


Xo.  34.]        ADVICE   TO   CITIES   AND   TOWNS.  91 

portions  of  the  main  and  intercepting  sewer  which  lie  between  the  junction 
of  Pleasant  Street  and  Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Vine  Street  shall  be 
constructed  of  iron  pipe  with  carefuUy  made  lead  joints. 

LoNGMEADOw.  The  selectmen  of  Longmeadow  applied  to  the 
Board,  April  22,  1898,  for  its  advice  with  reference  to  the  sewage 
disposal  of  that  town.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

Mat  6, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  April  25,  1898,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the 
town  of  Longmeadow,  and  subsequently  a  plan  was  received  showing  a 
proposed  system  of  sewerage  for  the  extreme  northerly  portion  of  the  town. 
It  is  proposed  to  collect  the  sewage  into  a  sewer  in  Lewis  Street,  in  the 
valley  of  Cooley  Brook,  and  to  convey  it  to  a  point  of  temporary  discharge 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  westerly  end  of  Lewis  Street,  and  you  desire  advice 
as  to  the  best  method  of  disposing  of  this  sewage. 

To  discharge  the  sewage  untreated  into  Cooley  Brook  would  undoubtedly 
create  a  serious  nuisance,  and  there  appear  to  be  only  two  methods  by 
which  the  sewage  from  this  sewer  can  ]>e  satisfactorily  disposed  of ;  one 
by  constructing  a  sewer  to  discharge  the  sewage  into  the  Connecticut  River, 
and  the  other  by  constructing  filter  beds  near  the  outlet  of  the  sewer  and 
purifying  the  sewage  thereon. 

The  Board  has  not  at  present  sufficient  information  with  regard  to  the 
probable  cost  of  either  of  these  plans  to  be  able  to  advise  you  definitely  as 
to  which  plan  is  the  most  appropriate  one  for  the  town  to  adopt.  The 
Board  would,  therefore,  advise  tliat  you  cause  a  careful  investigation  of 
both  of  these  plans  to  be  made  by  your  engineers,  and  careful  estimates 
of  the  cost  to  be  made ;  at  the  same  time,  the  whole  question  of  the  sew- 
erage of  your  town  should  be  carefully  considered,  in  order  that  the  por- 
tion of  the  system  which  you  now  propose  to  construct  may  bear  a  proper 
relation  to  the  sewerage  of  the  remainder  of  the  town  when  it  may  become 
necessary,  thus  possibly  effecting  a  considerable  saving  in  the  ultimate 
cost  of  the  works. 

The  Board  will,  upon  application,  give  you  further  advice  in  this  matter 
when  you  have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 

A  subsequent  application  was  made  l)y  the  same  authorities  for 
the  approval  by  the  Board  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  Longmeadow 
for  the  pui'pose  of  sewage  disposal ;  and  after  a  public  hearing,  as 
required  by  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  the  Board  transmitted 
the  following  reply  to  the  selectmen  of  Longmeadow :  — 
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JuLT  28, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  June  22,  1898,  an 
application  for  the  approval  by  the  Board  of  the  taking  of  certain  lands  in 
the  town  of  Longmeadow,  as  shown  upon  the  plan  submitted  with  your 
application,  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage. 

In  response  to  this  application,  the  State  Board  of  Health  gave  notice 
that,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  chapter  50,  section  1  of  the 
Public  Statutes,  as  amended  by  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  a  public 
hearing  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  land  in  question  for  the  purification 
and  disposal  of  sewage  would  be  given  at  its  ofiSce  on  July  7,  1898.  At 
this  hearing  no  person  appeared  to  oppose  the  proposed  taking  of  the  land 
referred  to,  and  the  Board  voted  to  approve  the  purchase  or  taking  by  the 
town  of  Longmeadow,  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage,  of  land 
now  or  formerly  of  the  estate  of  W.  O.  Emerson,  situated  north-westerly 
of  Riverview  Street,  nearly  opposite  its  junction  with  Lewis  Street  in  said 
town,  and  shown  upon  a  plan  submitted  by  you,  entitled,  "  Proposed  filter 
bed  for  the  town  of  Longmeadow,  Mass. ;  Durkee,  White  and  Towne, 
Engineers.  June,  1898.  Scale  thirty  feet  per  inch,"  the  land  being 
bounded,  measured  and  described  as  follows :  — 

Beginning  at  a  monument  at  the  south-west  comer  of  land  now  or  formerly  of 
James  H.  Lewis,  and  running  thence  along  the  westerly  line  of  land  of  said  Lewis, 
N.  8^  57'  £.  203.39  feet  to  a  monument.  Thence  along  the  westerly  line  of  said 
Lewis  N.  0°  21'  W.  141.25  feet  to  a  monument.  Thence  along  the  land  of  W.  G. 
Emerson  Est.  N.  1°  46'  W.  27.22  feet  to  a  monument.  Thence  along  land  of 
Wm.  F.  Emerson  N.  59^  9'  W.  209.24  feet  to  a  monument.  Thence  along  the 
land  of  Wm.  G.  Emerson  Est.  S.  19°  21'  W.  892.00  feet  to  a  monument.  Thence 
along  land  of  Wm.  G.  Emerson  Est  S.  69"  49'  E.  300.38  feet  to  a  monument  at  the 
place  of  beginning.    Containing  2.25  acres  of  land. 

Upon  the  plan  submitted  are  shown  a  settling  basin  and  two  distributing 
basins,  but  no  further  details  of  the  proposed  method  of  purifying  the 
sewage  are  presented.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  suitable  filter  ])eds 
are  to  be  prepared  upon  the  land  as  needed. 

When  you  have  prepared  further  plans  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage 
upon  the  land,  the  Board  will  give  you  further  advice  in  the  matter,  if  you 
80  request. 

Ludlow.  An  application  was  received,  June  13,  1898,  from  the 
Ludlow  Manufacturing  Company,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  a  plan  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  village  of  Ludlow, 
the  system  being  designed  to  receive  both  sewage  and  storm  water. 
The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 
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July  7, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  June  13,  an  application 
for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage  for  the  village 
of  Ludlow,  which  is  located  principally  in  the  town  of  Ludlow  and  partly 
in  the  town  of  Wilbraham  and  in  the  city  of  Springfield.  The  application 
was  accompanied  by  a  map,  showing  the  location  of  the  proposed  sewers 
and  their  outlets.  It  is  underatood  that  the  sewers  are  to  be  designed  to 
receive  both  sewage  and  storm  water. 

For  the  portion  of  the  village  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river  it  is  pro- 
posed to  provide  two  main  sewers,  one  to  receive  the  sewage  from  the 
portion  of  the  village  between  the  Athol  branch  of  the  Boston  <&  Albany 
Railroad  and  the  Chicopee  River,  and  the  other  to  receive  sewage  from 
the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  village  north  of  the  railroad.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  discharge  the  sewage  from  both  of  these  main  sewers  into  the 
tail-race,  or  waste-way,  below  the  last  mill.  As  indicated  upon  the  plan, 
tiie  sewage  from  the  district  nearest  the  river  would  be  discharged  into  the 
waste-way  about  600  feet  from  the  point  where  the  waste-way  joins  the 
main  river,  while  tlie  sewage  from  the  district  north  of  the  railroad  would 
be  discharged  into  the  waste-way  about  200  feet  from  the  point  where  it 
joins  the  main  river.  It  is  proposed  to  discharge  the  sewage  from  the  por- 
tion of  the  village  south  of  the  Chicopee  River  into  a  cove  a  short  distance 
below  the  lower  dam. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans,  and  has  caused 
the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer.  The  proposed  method  of  dis- 
posing of  the  sewage,  by  discharging  it  in  a  crude  state  into  the  Chicopee 
River,  appears  to  the  Board  to  be  permissible,  under  present  conditions. 

The  proposed  plan  of  discharging  the  sewers  into  the  tail-race,  or  waste- 
way,  below  the  mill  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  river,  might  not  be  seri- 
ously objectionable  if  there  were  a  flow  through  this  waste-way  at  all  times ; 
but  when  the  mills  are  shut  down  it  appears  that  there  is  no  flow  in  this 
channel,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  a  local  nuisance  is  liable  to  be 
created  if  the  sewers  are  discharged  into  it.  It  appears  to  be  feasible  to 
convey  the  sewers  to  a  point  of  discharge  into  the  river  below  the  outlet 
of  the  waste-way,  and  the  Board  would  recommend  that  this  be  done. 

The  proposed  sewer  outlet  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  is  so  located 
that  it  will  not  be  likely  to  cause  offense  for  several  years  at  least ;  but 
the  water  in  this  cove  is  quite  still,  and  matter  from  the  sewage  may  col- 
lect along  the  shore  and  cause  an  odor  at  times  of  low  water  in  the  river. 
A  more  thorough  dilution  of  the  sewage  could  be  obtained  by  placing  the 
OQtlet  in  the  river  near  the  lower  end  of  the  rapids  below  the  lower  dam, 
and  the  Board  would  suggest  that  you  consider  the  feasibility  of  making 
the  outlet  at  this  place  when  the  sewers  are  constructed. 

While,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  permissible  to  discharge  the 
sewage  from  the  village  in  a  crude  state  into  the  Chicopee  River  for  the 


94  STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

present,  the  time  may  come  when  it  may  be  found  desirable  to  divert 
the  sewage  from  the  river.  Moreover,  it  appears  to  be  practicable,  with- 
out great  cost,  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  upon  land  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  village,  where  it  can  be  used  to  great  advantage  as  a  fertilizer  and  for 
the  in'igation  of  crops.  If  the  time  shall  come  when  it  is  found  necessary 
to  remove  the  sewage  from  the  river,  or  should  it  be  decided  to  use  it  upon 
land  in  the  beginning,  it  will  be  very  desirable  to  keep  the  sewage  separate 
from  the  storm  water,  so  as  to  avoid  unnecessary  expense  in  pumping  and 
disposing  of  the  sewage ;  and,  under  the  circumstances,  it  would  probably 
be  best  to  construct  the  sewers  in  the  beginning  upon  the  so-called  sep- 
arate plan,  that  is,  to  admit  sewage  only  to  the  sewers,  and  remove  the 
8toi*m  water  and  roof  water  by  separate  channels. 

The  sizes  and  grades  of  the  proposed  sewers  have  not  been  submitted, 
80  that  the  Board  is  unable  to  advise  as  to  their  capacity  for  serving  the 
proposed  territory. 

The  Board  will  give  you  further  advice  in  regard  to  this  j)ortion  of  your 
proposed  plans,  if  you  desire,  and  will,  upon  request,  give  you  further 
information  or  advice,  should  you  conclude  to  dispose  of  the  sewage  upon 
land. 

Marlborough.  An  application  was  received,  July  25,  1898, 
from  the  mayor  of  Marlborough,  for  the  approval  of  the  Board, 
under  chapter  364  of  the  Acts  of  1898,  of  plans  for  a  proposed 
extension  of  the  system  of  sewerage  of  Marlborough  to  the  district 
bordering  upon  Lake  Williams,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
purity  of  the  water  of  that  lake.  The  Board  replied  to  this  appli- 
cation as  follows :  — 

Aug.  4,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  July  25,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication giving  notice  of  your  intention  to  extend  the  sewerage  system  of 
the  city  of  Marlborough  by  constructing  sewers  in  the  district  about  Lake 
Williams,  and  submitting  plans  of  the  proposed  sewers  and  other  works 
for  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  Board,  as  required  by  chapter  375  of 
the  Acts  of  1888  and  chapter  364  of  the  Acts  of  1898. 

In  tlie  application  you  state  that  the  object  of  the  plan  is  to  preserve  the 
purity  of  the  water  of  Lake  Williams,  which  is  the  principal  source  of  water 
supply  of  the  city,  and  you  present  the  following  outline  of  your  proposed 
plans :  — 

At  the  present  time  there  are  about  eighty-one  houses  on  this  shed.  The  most 
feasible  way  to  handle  the  sewage  from  these  houses  at  the  present  time  seems  to 
be  to  collect  the  sewage  at  a  central  point,  and  pump  over  the  divide  into  our 
present  system. 
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As  oatlined  on  the  accompanying  plans,  we  propose  to  sewer  West  Main  Street, 
Lakeside  Avenue,  Williams  Street,  Lincoln  Street,  Winter  Street,  Elm  Street  and 
Bond  Stareet.  The  sewage  is  to  be  collected  at  a  well  by  the  water  works  pump- 
ing station.  The  capacity  of  the  well  is  to  be  40,000  gallons,  and  ii'ill  be  below 
the  sorface  of  the  water  in  the  lake  at  nearly  the  entire  time.  We  propose  to 
hare  two  pumps,  of  about  500,000  gallons  capacity,  to  be  operated  every  day,  in 
lifting  the  sewage  from  the  well  and  forcing  it  through  an  eight-inch  iron  pipe, 
to  the  junction  of  Broad  and  West  Main  streets,  at  which  place  it  will  flow  by 
gravity  through  our  present  system,  and  be  discharged  at  the  filter  beds  now  in 
nse. 

We  propose  to  use  iron  pipe  with  calked  lead  joints  throughout  this  proposed 
system.  This  will  prevent  ground  water  entering  the  pipe,  and  prevent  possible 
leaks,  that  would  cause  pollution  to  the  lake  water. 

The  plans  submitted  show  the  location,  size  and  grade  of  the  proposed 
sewers,  which  are  designed  to  convey  the  sewage  of  all  of  the  thickly  set- 
tled territory  about  Lake  Williams  to  the  proposed  storage  well,  or  reser- 
voir, which  is  to  be  located  at  the  westerly  end  of  your  present  water 
works  pumping  station  on  the  northerly  shore  of  the  lake.  A  general  out- 
line of  the  proposed  storage  well,  or  reservoir,  and  pumping  station  is 
shown  on  the  plans  submitted.  From  this  it  appears  that  the  bottom  and 
sides  of  the  reservoir  are  to  be  constructed  of  concrete,  with  an  inside 
lining  of  brick  masonry  and  a  layer  of  asphalt  between  the  concrete  and 
masonry.  The  roof  is  to  consist  of  concrete  arches,  supported  upon  iron 
I-beams  and  brick  piers.  The  proposed  level  of  high  water  in  this  reser- 
voir is  to  be  three  feet  below  the  level  of  high  water  in  Lake  Williams, 
and  its  capacity  is  to  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  entire  flow  of  sewage  to  be 
expected  from  the  territory  in  which  the  sewers  are  to  be  built  for  a  period 
of  many  hours  under  present  conditions.  It  is  proposed  to  dispose  of  the 
sewage  by  pumping  it  into  one  of  the  main  sewers  of  the  city,  through 
which  it  will  flow  with  the  other  sewage  from  the  city  to  the  present  sew- 
age-disposal area. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  territory  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
population  upon  the  water-shed  of  Lake  Williams  is  a  very  serious  menace 
to  the  purity  of  your  drinking-water  supply,  and  that  provision  should  be 
made  for  removing  all  sewage  from  this  district.  The  proposed  plans  are 
well  adapted  for  the  collection  of  this  sewage  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cause 
the  least  danger  of  an  escape  of  any  of  the  sewage  by  leaks  in  the  pipes. 
The  location  of  the  proposed  reservoir  close  to  the  water  works  pumping 
station  should  not  be  a  menace  to  the  quality  of  the  water,  if,  in  construct- 
ing the  reservoir,  care  is  taken  to  prevent  any  danger  of  overflow  from  it 
or  leakage  at  a  time  when  the  lake  is  drawn  down  below  the  level  of  high 
water  in  the  reservoir.  It  is  very  important  that  all  pumps,  machinery 
and  connections  with  the  reservoir  and  force  main  should  be  in  duplicate, 
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BO  that,  in  case  of  injury  to  any  part  of  the  machinery  or  a  suction  pipe, 
duplicate  works  will  be  available  without  material  delay. 

Provision  should  be  made  for  stirring  up  any  sediment  that  may  collect 
in  the  tank,  and  removing  it  with  the  sewage  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  removing  it  by  means  of  carts  or  other  receptacles,  from  which  some 
of  the  polluting  matters  might  escape  and  find  their  way  into  the  lake ; 
and  it  will  be  necessary  to  avoid  any  danger  of  polluting  the  water  supply 
in  the  operation  of  cleaning  the  screens  and  disposing  of  matters  removed 
from  the  sewage. 

The  plans  as  a  whole  are  suitable  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the 
territory  which  they  are  designed  to  serve,  and,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  chapter  375  of , the  Acts  of  1888  and  chapter  364  of  the  Acts 
of  1898,  are  hereby  approved. 

Measurements  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  upon  the  filter  beds 
used  to  purify  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Marlborough  show  that  the  quan- 
tity of  sewage  is  larger  than  the  present  area  of  beds  is  capable  of  receiv- 
ing and  purifying  at  all  times,  and  the  Board  is  informed  that  unpurified 
sewage  is  at  times  allowed  to  escape  into  the  stream  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
filter  beds.  While  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  sewage  that  will  be  due 
to  the  construction  of  sewers  in  the  Lake  Williams  district  will  be  com- 
paratively small,  it  is  nevertheless  very  desirable  that  a  larger  area  of 
filter  beds  be  prepared  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Metropolitan  Sewerage  Commission.  The  Board  received  an 
application  from  the  Metropolitan  Sewerage  Commission,  July  13, 
1897,  requesting  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  Board  concerning 
plans  for  automatic  overflows  and  regulators  at  certain  connections 
with  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  the  Neponset  valley ;  and  on  Aug. 
13,  1897,  another  application  was  received  from  the  same  board  for 
advice  and  approval  of  a  proposed  overflow  from  a  fifteen-inch  branch 
on  the  northerly  side  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Business  Street, 
at  the  junction  of  Barry  Place  in  Hyde  Park.  To  these  applications 
the  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

March  4, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  July  13,  1897,  an 
application  requesting  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  Board  concerning 
automatic  overflows  and  regulators  at  certain  connections  with  the  metro- 
politan sewer  in  the  Neponset  valley,  as  follows :  — 

The  hoard  of  sewer  commissioners  of  the  town  of  Hyde  Park  have  made  appli- 
cation to  the  Metropolitan  Sewerage  Commissioners  for  permission  to  make  con- 
nections with  the  Neponset  valley  intercepting  sewer  at  five  points,  as  follows :  — 

By  12-inch  branch  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Fairmount 
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Aireniie^  between  the  New  England  Railroad  and  Neponset  Rirer,  Hyde  Park. 
(Section  Na  1.) 

By  12-uich  branch  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Hyde  Park 
Arenoe,  near  Factory  Street,  Hyde  Park.    (Section  No.  2.) 

By  15-inch  branch  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  extension 
of  Aiiington  Street  and  Metropolitan  Avenue,  Hyde  Park.    (Section  No.  3.) 

By  18-inch  branch  on  the  easterly  side  of  ^e  metropolitan  sewer  between 
Neponset  BiTer  and  New  England  Railroad,  Hyde  Park,  opposite  extension  of 
Ifllton  Avenne.    (Section  No.  4.) 

By  20-inch  branch  on  the  southerly  side  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Hyde  Park 
Avenae,  being  the  outlet  for  sewerage  section  No.  8,  Hyde  Park. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Metropolitan  Sewerage  Commissioners  to  require  at  these 
OQiinecti<nis  automatic  overflows  and  regulators,  so  designed  as  to  act  only  when 
tbe  intercepting  sewer  is  filled  to  its  maximum  flow  line.  Maps,  showing  the 
details  of  the  proposed  connections,  as  they  are  desired  to  be  approved,  are  sub- 
odtted  herewith. 

Yonr  advice  and  approval  is  asked  for  these  Hyde  Park  connectioos,  as  above 
outlined. 

Subsequently,  on  Aug.  13,  1897,  a  similar  application  was  received  for 
the  advice  and  approval  of  the  Board  concerning  a  proposed  overflow  from 
&  15-inch  branch  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  in  Business 
Street,  at  the  Junction  of  Barry  Place,  Hyde  Park. 

Accompanyiug  the  applications  were  plans  showing  in  detail  the  pro- 
posed connections  with  tbe  proposed  regulators  and  overflows.  On  each 
of  these  plans  there  is  a  note  stating  that  the  valve  (by  which  the  lateral 
sewer  is  shut  off  from  the  metropolitan)  is  designed  to  close  when  the 
metropolitan  sewer  is  full. 

It  is  understood  that  all  the  applications  for  connections  with  the  metro- 
politan sewer  in  the  Neponset  valley  thus  far  approved  by  your  board  have 
been  approved  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  no  surface,  roof  or 
ground  waters  from  underdrains  should  be  admitted  to  the  sewers,  and 
that  this  provision  applies  to  the  connections  mentioned  in  the  applications 
labmitted  to  this  Board. 

The  sewage  discharged  from  all  of  the  overflows  proposed  in  your  appli- 
cations would  enter  the  fresh-water  portion  of  the  Neponset  River,  or 
Mother  Brook,  in  the  midst  of  a  large  and  rapidly  growing  population, 
where  the  streams  have  a  sluggish  current,  on  account  of  a  dam  below  the 
outlets  of  the  proposed  overflows. 

As  stated  in  the  previous  reply  relating  to  this  matter,  the  Board  believes 
it  to  be  important  to  keep  sewage  from  entering  the  fresh-water  portion 
of  the  Neponset  River,  which,  in  the  region  in  which  it  is  proposed  to 
make  these  overflows,  is  practically  a  mill  pond,  and  that  no  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  for  the  disposal  of  any  sewage  in  this  way,  unless  it 
may  be  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  the  danger  of  a  greater 
miisance  elsewhere. 
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The  size  of  the  metropolitan  sewer  above  a  point  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
boundary  line  between  Hyde  Park  and  Boston  was  designed  to  be  sufficient 
to  remove  all  of  the  sewage  of  the  district  which  it  is  intended  to  serve 
until  about  the  year  1930,  at  which  time  it  is  expected  that  the  population 
will  be  several  times  as  great  as  that  now  living  in  this  disti'ict.  Below 
this  point  the  size  of  the  sewer  is  much  smaller  down  to  the  place  where  it 
joins  the  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer,  but  was  considered  when  planned 
to  be  sufficient  to  remove  the  sewage  which  the  larger  sewer  will  bring  to 
it  until  about  the  year  1905,  or  possibly  longer,  depending  upon  the  growth 
of  the  population  and  the  increase  in  quantity  of  sewage  in  the  district. 
The  Dorchester  intercepting  sewer,  into  which  the  metropolitan  sewer 
discharges,  is  provided  with  overflows  through  which  the  sewage  may  dis- 
charge into  tide  water  automatically,  when  the  sewage  in  the  Boston  main 
drainage  sewer  rises  above  a  certain  height.  It  seems  to  the  Board  that 
the  only  condition  which  will  make  the  overflows  proposed  in  your  present 
application  necessary  would  be  a  flow  of  sewage  in  the  metropolitan  sewer, 
above  the  place  where  its  size  is  reduced,  much  in  excess  of  the  capacity 
of  the  smaller  sewer  below  the  Hyde  Park  and  Dorchester  line,  before  the 
time  that  the  high-level  sewer  is  constructed. 

No  evidence  has  been  submitted  to  show  that  the  flow  in  the  metropolitan 
sewer  is  likely  to  soon  exceed  the  capacity  of  the  sewer  at  any  place,  and 
it  does  not  appear  to  the  Board  that  it  is  necessary  to  provide  at  present 
automatic  overflows  for  the  proposed  connections  with  the  metropolitan 
sewer  in  Hyde  Park ;  and  the  Board,  therefore,  does  not  approve  the  con- 
struction of  overflows,  as  proposed  in  your  applications. 

If  observations  made  at  times  of  maximum  flow  of  the  height  and  flow 
of  sewage  in  the  metropolitan  sewer,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  place 
where  its  size  is  contracted  at  the  line  between  Hyde  Park  and  Dorchester, 
shall  show  that  the  flow  in  the  sewer  is  so  great  that  there  is  danger  that 
the  capacity  of  the  sewer,  or  any  portion  of  it,  is  likely  to  be  reached  before 
any  additional  means  of  removing  the  sewage  shall  have  been  provided, 
and  that  the  flooding  of  lateral  sewers  above  the  place  where  the  sewer  is 
contracted  is  threatened,  or  if  from  any  other  cause  it  would  seem  to  you 
necessary  to  provide  an  overflow  or  overflows  from  the  main  sewer  or  its 
tributaries  at  any  place,  this  Board  will  consider  any  information  you  may 
present  showing  the  necessity  or  desirability  of  overflows,  or  any  plans  that 
you  may  submit  with  regard  to  measures  for  disposing  of  the  excess  of 
sewage ;  but,  as  already  stated  in  a  previous  reply,  the  Board  is  desirous 
of  avoiding  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  Neponset  River  above  any 
of  the  mill  dams  when  not  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  (sewerage  system  of  Clinton). 
An  application  was  received,  Aug.  2,  1898,  from  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  for  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  a 
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proposed  system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  of  Clinton,  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  557  of  the  Acts  of  1898.  The  Board  replied 
to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Sbpt.  1, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  yen,  on  Aug.  2,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication giving  notice  of  your  intention  to  introduce  a  system  of  sewerage 
in  the  town  of  Clinton,  and  submitting  your  proposed  plans  for  approval 
by  the  Board,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  557  of  the  Acts  of  1898. 
The  application  was  accompanied  by  plans  of  the  proposed  main  sewers 
and  other  portions  of  the  proposed  system,  and  by  the  following  state- 
ment relating  to  the  plans  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  of 
Clinton :  — 

The  preliminary  examinadons  relative  to  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Clinton 
were  made  for  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  by  Messrs.  Snow  &  Barbour,  and 
they  reported,  as  a  result  of  gaugings  and  observations,  that  the  quantify  of  sew- 
age to  be  disposed  of  at  the  present  time,  including  the  wool  wastes  from  the 
Bigelow  Carpet  Mills  and  the  more  objectionable  wastes  from  the  Lancaster 
Mills,  equalled  780,000  gallons  per  day.  We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  or 
desirable  to  attempt  to  pump  and  purify  wastes  which  are  merely  discolored,  and 
not  offensive  in  odor  or  injurious  to  health.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  purify  these 
oomparatively  unobjectionable  wastes,  the  additional  quantity  to  be  purified  will 
be  about  1,000,000  gallons  daily. 

The  sewage  of  the  town  is  now  discharged  into  the  Nashua  River  through  two 
main  outlets,  one  which  takes  the  sewage  from  the  main  valley  of  the  Nashua 
River  and  is  known  as  the  Williams  Street  outlet,  and  the  other  which  takes  the 
sewage  from  the  valley  of  Coachlace  Brook  and  is  known  as  the  Allen  Street 
outlet  It  is  proposed  to  build  an  intercepting  sewer  20  inches  in  diameter,  with 
a  grade  of  .17  per  100,  to  convey  the  sewage  from  the  Williams  Street  outlet  to 
the  Allen  Street  outlet,  and  thence  to  make  the. sewer  30  inches  in  diameter  to 
the  reservoir.  The  20-inch  sewer  will  receive  less  than  half  the  sewage  of  the 
town,  and  will  have  a  capacity,  when  full,  of  about  3,500,000  gallons  daily.  It 
is  not  expected  that  this  capacity  will  be  exceeded  at  any  time.  From  the  inter- 
cepting sewer  the  sewage  will  discharge  into  a  small  chamber  between  the  res- 
ervoir and  the  pumping  station.  The  sewage  will  first  pass  through  a  screen, 
and  then  can  be  turned,  by  means  of  gates,  either  directly  into  the  pump  wells 
or  into  the  further  end  of  the  reservoir,  so  as  to  produce  as  much  sedimentatioiL 
in  the  reservoir  as  possible. 

The  reservoir  is  to  be  100  feet  in  diameter,  and  up  to  its  high-water  mark, 
which  is  at  elevation  247  above  Boston  city  base,  will  hold  600,000  gallons.  The 
high-water  mark  is  placed  sufiiciently  low  to  provide  for  the  sewerage  of  the 
lowest  parts  of  Clinton.  An  overfiow  from  the  reservoir  is  provided  at  the  high- 
water  level,  to  be  used  only  in  cases  of  emergency.  Arrangements  will  be  made 
for  agitating  the  sediment  in  the  tank  and  pumping  it  to  the  filter  beds. 

The  pumping  plant  proposed  is  to  consist  of  two  pumping  engines,  one  of 
which  will  have  a  capacity  of  3,000,000  gallons  daily,  and  two  boilers,  each  hav- 
ing a  sufficient  capacity  to  supply  steam  to  either  engine. 
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From  the  pumping  station  the  sewage  will  be  foiced  through  an  18-inch  cast- 
iron  pipe  to  the  westerly  comer  of  the  area  to  be  taken  for  sewage-disposal  pur- 
poses, thence  will  be  carried  by  a  24-inch  vitrified  pipe  carrier  to  the  filter  beds. 

It  is  proposed  to  construct  at  present  twenty-fiye  beds,  having  a  total  area  of 
23}  acres.  From  nineteen  of  these  beds,  which  have  a  total  area  of  17|  acres, 
all  of  the  dark  soil  at  the  surface  and  of  the  subsoil  will  be  removed,  and  the 
underlying  sand  and  gravel  will  be  properly  graded  to  receive  the  sewage.  From 
one  bed,  having  an  area  of  I  acre,  the  dark  soil  only  is  to  be  removed  before  grad- 
ing ;  and  from  five  beds,  having  a  total  area  of  4|  acres,  no  soil  is  to  be  removed 
before  grading. 

The  carriers  for  distributing  the  sewage  to  each  bed  will  be  vitrified  pipes. 

Two  tiers  of  beds  will  be  underdrained  by  running  a  vitrified  pipe  beneath 
them ;  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  drain  the  other  beds  unless  it  should  be  found 
necessary  after  trial. 

Mr.  Bigelow,  of  the  Bigelow  Carpet  Company,  has  signified  his  willingness  to 
construct  duplicate  settling  tanks,  in  which  to  remove  by  sedimentation  the  solids 
in  the  wool-washing  wastes. 

The  plans  provide  for  a  main  intercepting  sewer  in  the  valley  of  the 
Nashua  River,  which  is  designed  to  collect  the  sewage  from  sewers  which 
at  present  discharge  into  that  stream,  and  convey  it  to  a  reservoir  to  be 
located  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  river  and  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
road  leading  from  Clinton  to  Lancaster  Commons,  from  which  the  sewage 
is  to  be  forced  by  pumps,  through  a  cast-iron  pipe  18  inches  in  diameter, 
to  a  proposed  filtration  area  to  be  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  road 
leading  from  Clinton  to  the  village  of  Lancaster  Commons,  and  about  half 
a  mile  south-west  of  the  latter  village,  and  there  purified  by  intermittent 
filtration. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  proposed  system  and  the  lands  which  it  is 
proposed  to  use  for  sewage  disposal  to  be  examined  by  its  engineers,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans. 

It  is  understood  that  in  the  construction  of  the  present  sewers  in  Clinton 
all  storm  water,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  ground  water,  has  been  ex- 
cluded, and  it  is  also  understood  that  in  making  extensions  to  the  system 
in  the  future  it  is  proposed  to  adhere  to  the  so  called  separate  system. 

It  appears  that  in  certain  manufacturing  establishments  in  Clinton  large 
quantities  of  water  are  used  in  the  processes  of  scouring  wool  and  dyeing 
wool  and  cotton.  Information  furnished  by  you  shows  that  a  small  por- 
tion of  this  water,  especially  that  which  is  used  in  the  scouring  of  wool, 
becomes  very  highly  polluted ;  and  you  propose  to  receive  this  sewage  into 
the  intercepting  sewers,  after  removing  a  portion  of  the  heavier  matters 
by  passing  the  sewage  through  settling  tanks.  The  remaining  water  is 
used  chiefiy  in  the  processes  of  dyeing  and  rinsing,  and  you  propose  to 
discharge  this  water  into  the  river  or  its  tributaries  without  treatment. 

It  is  very  important,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  the  proposed  set- 
tling tanks  be  so  operated  as  to  remove  as  much  of  the  solid  matters  from 
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the  sewage  as  it  is  practicable  to  remove  by  sedimentation,  in  order  to 
avoid  difficulty  in  operating  the  works,  which  would  be  caused  by  admit- 
ting such  matters  to  the  sewers. 

Examinations  of  the  effluent  from  the  dyeing  and  rinsing  processes  show 
that,  whUe  it  may  be  discharged  into  the  river  at  the  present  time  and  pos- 
sibly even  after  the  construction  of  the  reservoir  above  Clinton  without 
causing  a  serious  pollution  of  the  stream,  this  effluent  contains  at  present 
considerable  quantities  of  organic  matter ;  and  it  may  be  found  desirable 
in  the  future,  on  account  of  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  this  organic 
matter  or  from  some  other  cause,  to  remove  it  from  the  stream.  It  is 
possible  that  a  portion  of  the  water  containing  the  greater  portion  of  the 
organic  matter  can  be  separated,  and  thus  the  treatment  of  the  whole  of 
these  waste  waters  be  avoided.  It  is  desirable,  in  designing  the  sewerage 
works,  however,  that  they  should  be  so  arranged  that  they  can  be  readily 
enlarged  so  as  to  admit  of  the  purification  of  this  manufacturing  sewage ; 
and  it  appears  that  such  provision  has  been  made,  since  the  proposed 
sewers  are  of  sufficient  capacity  to  remove  all  of  the  manufacturing  sew- 
age, in  addition  to  the  domestic  sewage,  that  seems  likely  to  be  produced 
for  many  years  in  the  future. 

The  place  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  locate  the  pumping  station  is  a 
suitable  one ;  and,  by  thorough  ventilation,  into  the  chimney  at  the  pump- 
ing station,  of  the  sewers,  reservoir,  pump  wells  and  other  places  from 
which  an  odor  of  sewage  might  escape,  there  need  be  no  danger  of  any 
objectionable  odors  in  the  neighborhood.  In  connection  with  the  reser- 
Toir,  the  plans  show  an  overflow  or  waste  pipe  through  which  sewage  may 
be  discharged  into  the  north  branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  which  at  this 
place  has  a  very  sluggish  current,  owing  to  a  dam  a  short  distance  below. 
By  providing  duplicate  machinery  at  the  pumping  station,  as  is  proposed, 
the  necessity  for  such  an  overflow  will  be  very  slight,  and  this  Board  under- 
stands that  the  overflow  or  discharge  pipe  is  to  be  used  only  in  cases  of 
emergency,  such  as  an  accident  to  the  pumping  station,  machinery  or  force 
main,  and  that  it  is  not  for  frequent  or  regular  use. 

The  lands  which  it  is  proposed  to  use  for  sewage  disposal,  according  to 
the  plans,  are  located  within  the  area  prescribed  by  chapter  557  of  the 
Acts  of  1898.  Examinations  of  the  soil  show  that  it  is  excellent  for  the 
parification  of  sewage,  and  the  lands  selected  appear  to  be  the  most 
appropriate  for  the  purpose  that  are  to  be  found  within  that  area. 

The  area  of  filter  beds  which  it  is  proposed  to  prepare  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  disposal  of  all  of  the  sewage  which  is  likely  to  be  produced  by  the 
town  of  Clinton  for  the  present  and  for  a  considerable  time  in  the  future ; 
and  it  appears  to  be  feasible  to  increase  considerably  the  area  of  filter  beds 
by  using  other  lands  in  the  prescribed  area,  if  it  should  become  necessary. 
It  will  be  practicable  to  dispose  of  a  greater  quantity  of  sewage  per  acre 
on  the  beds  from  which  all  of  the  soil  and  subsoil  has  been  removed  than 
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on  the  beds  upon  which  the  soil  is  allowed  to  remain,  and  less  care  in  the 
operation  of  the  beds  will  be  required.  The  efficiency  of  the  beds  on  which 
the  soil  is  to  be  allowed  to  remain  can  be  increased,  however,  when  it  be- 
comes necessary,  by  removing  the  soil  and  subsoil.  Should  the  limited 
amount  of  underdrainage  that  it  is  proposed  to  provide  in  the  beginning  be 
found  inadequate  for  the  proper  removal  of  the  effluent,  further  underdrain- 
age can  be  provided  without  special  difficulty. 

The  Board,  having  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans,  hereby  ap- 
proves them,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  557  of  the  Acts  of  1898. 

Northampton.  An  application  was  received  from  the  board  of 
health  of  Northampton,  Nov.  11,  1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  best  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  a  mill  in 
course  of  construction  in  that  city.  The  Board  replied  to  this 
application  as  follows  :  — 

Dec.  2,  IS96. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Nov.  11,  1898,  a  com- 
munication requesting  advice  as  to  the  best  way  of  disposing  of  the  sew- 
age of  a  new  hosiery  mill,  the  construction  of  which  has  recently  been 
begun  near  the  Mill  River  in  Noithampton.  You  state  that  the  plan  under 
consideration  is  to  build  a  sewer  to  discharge  the  sewage  of  the  factory 
into  Mill  River,  at  a  point  near  the  railroad  bridge  just  below  West  Street. 
Tou  also  state  that  the  only  sewer  in  the  vicinity  of  the  proposed  mill  is 
a  trunk  line,  indicated  upon  the  plan  submitted,  which  is  so  much  higher 
than  the  land  on  which  the  mill  is  being  built  that  you  are  informed  that 
it  is  impossible  to  connect  the  building  with  it. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engi- 
neers, and  has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plan.  It  appears  that 
the  current  in  the  river  at  the  proposed  sewer  outlet  is  very  sluggish  during 
much  of  the  time,  owing  to  a  dam  across  the  river  a  short  distance  below, 
and  that  there  is  a  large  population  in  the  vicinity  of  the  river  below  the 
proposed  point  of  discharge.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of 
the  opinion  that  no  sewage  should  be  discharged  into  the  river  in  this 
vicinity. 

It  would  probably  be  practicable,  without  great  expense,  to  collect  all 
the  sewage  in  a  small  reservoir  or  tank,  properly  ventilated,  and  force  it 
into  the  intercepting  sewer.  It  is  possible  also,  that,  by  preventing  the 
construction  of  sinks,  water-closets  or  other  fixtures  in  the  lower  portion 
of  the  factory,  a  sewer  can  be  laid  in  the  vicinity  of  the  railroad  embank- 
ment to  convey  the  sewage  to  the  main  sewer  by  gravity. 

The  Board  advises  that  the  matter  be  given  further  careful  considera- 
tion, in  order  that  the  most  feasible  plan  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  into 
the  present  sewerage  system  may  be  selected. 
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SouTHBRiDGE.  A  request  was  received  from  the  town  of  South- 
bridge,  Aug.  5,  1898,  for  the  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
of  certain  lands  in  that  town  for  the  puq>ose  of  sewage  disposal. 
A  hearing  was  granted  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  124  of  the 
Acts  of  1890,  on  Sept.  1,  1898,  after  which  the  Board  replied  to 
the  application  as  follows :  — 

Skpt.  29, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Aug.  5,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication requesting  approval  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  the  taking 
by  the  town  of  Southbridge  of  certain  lands  in  that  town,  now  or  formerly 
of  the  estate  of  G.  W.  Wells,  situated  for  the  most  part  on  the  northerly 
Bide  of  the  Quinebaug  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Leusdale  Dam,  so  called, 
for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage. 

In  response  to  this  application,  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  chapter  50,  section  1  of  the  Public  Statutes,  as 
amended  by  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  gave  notice  that  a  public 
hearing  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  lands  in  question  for  the  purification 
and  disposal  of  sewage  would  be  given  at  its  office  on  Sept.  1,  1898.  At 
this  hearing  no  pei*son  appeared  to  oppose  the  proposed  taking  of  the  lands 
referred  to,  and  the  Board  voted  to  approve  the  purchase  or  taking  by  the 
town  of  Southbridge  of  said  lands  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sew- 
age. The  said  lands  are  shown  upon  a  plan  submitted  by  you  on  Aug.  5, 
1898,  signed  by  A.  C.  Moore,  and  are  bounded,  measured  and  described 
as  follows :  — 

Beginning  at  a  stone  bound  set  on  the  east  shore  of  Leosdale  Pond,  on  the 
Qmnebang  River,  at  line  of  land  of  Ellen  J.  Bartholomew ;  thence  southerly  and 
easterly  on  said  river  and  pond  about  2,000  feet  to  a  pin  near  where  the  new  chan- 
nel of  said  river  empties  into  the  pond  of  the  Southbridge  Printing  Company ; 
thence  southerly,  crossing  said  river  to  a  pin  on  the  northerly  line  of  Main  Street; 
thence  easterly  on  said  Main  Street  about  280  feet  to  a  pin  at  land  of  George  W. 
Wells,  known  as  the  ''  Grant  lot ;  ^^  thence  northerly  by  said  Grant  lot  to  the  centre 
ci  said  river ;  thence  easterly  on  the  centre  of  said  river  to  land  of  said  printing 
company ;  thence  N.4^  46'  E.  by  land  of  said  printing  company,  E.  T.  Torrey  and 
land  formerly  belonging  to  L.  Travis,  to  a  pin  at  a  comer ;  thence  S.  86^  W. 
364  feet  to  a  pin  at  land  of  said  Bartholomew ;  thence  S.  4P  45'  W.  1,155  feet ; 
thence  S.  60^  W.  247.5  feet;  thence  N.  68°  W.  1,518  feet,  all  by  land  of  said  Bar- 
tholomew to  the  first-mentioned  bound,  containing  52  acres  of  land,  more  or  less, 
a  plan  of  which  land  is  filed  herewith  and  made  a  part  of  this  petition. 

Springfield.  An  application  was  received,  Nov.  3,  1897,  from 
the  mayor  of  Springfield,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  of  the  Mill  River  valley  in  that  city, 
and  the  propriety  of  discharging  storm  water  into  Watershop  Pond 
and  Mill  River.    The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 
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JuKB  3, 1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  joa,  on  Nov.  3,  1897,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  with  reference  to  proposed  plans  for  the  disposal  of 
sewage  and  storm  water  from  the  Mill  River  valley  in  Springfield. 

Subsequently,  new  and  detailed  plans  were  submitted  by  the  city  engi- 
neer, one  showing  the  areas  from  which  the  proposed  Mill  River  intercept- 
ing sewer  is  designed  to  receive  sewage  and  storm  water,  and  the  other 
showing  the  location  and  profile  of  the  proposed  intercepting  sewer  in  the 
valley  of  Mill  River.  The  proposed  sewer  is  to  begin  at  a  point  in  Wal- 
nut Street  near  Hickory  Street,  north  of  the  outlet  of  Watershop  Pond, 
and,  passing  along  the  northerly  side  of  Mill  River,  is  to  discharge  into 
that  stream  a  short  distance  below  Fort  Pleasant  Avenue  and  above  the 
third  dam  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This  sewer  is  designed  to  provide 
for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  from  two  districts.  One  of  these  districts 
includes  chiefly  the  valley  of  Carlisle  Bi'ook,  on  the  northerly  side  of 
Watershop  Pond.  In  this  district  it  is  proposed  to  construct  the  sewer- 
age system  upon  the  so  called  separate  plan,  excluding  from  the  sewers 
all  storm  water,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  ground  water,  and  to  discharge 
the  sewage  into  the  intercepting  sewer,  while  the  storm  water  and  ground 
water  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  separate  channels  discharging  into  the  brook 
or  its  tributaries,  or  into  Watershop  Pond.  In  the  other  district,  a  small 
portion  of  which  lies  north  of  Watershop  Pond  and  Mill  River  and  the 
remainder  south  of  the  pond  and  river,  it  is  proposed  to  collect  both  sew- 
age and  storm  water  in  one  system  of  sewers,  and  to  discharge  them  into 
the  proposed  intercepting  sewer  at  several  points,  providing  overflows  at 
the  points  where  sewers  connect  with  the  intercepting  sewer,  through 
wliich  the  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  may  overflow  into  Mill  River 
below  Watershop  Pond  whenever  the  main  sewer  is  flowing  full. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  plans  and  other  information  submitted. 

It  is  important  to  keep  all  sewage  out  of  Watershop  Pond,  and  for  this 
reason  no  overflow  or  sewer  from  which  sewage  is  discharged  should  be 
connected  with  this  pond. 

The  proposed  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  and  storm  water  from 
the  valley  of  Carlisle  Brook  seems  to  be  the  best  that  it  is  practicable  to 
adopt. 

In  the  other  district,  which  it  is  proposed  to  connect  with  the  intercept- 
ing sewer,  sewers  have  already  been  constructed  upon  the  combined  plan, 
and  it  is  probably  best,  in  making  future  extensions  in  this  district,  to  ad- 
here to  this  system. 

There  are  other  areas  in  the  valley  of  Mill  River,  at  present  very  sparsely 
populated,  from  which  the  sewage  can  be  taken  into  the  intercepting  sewer, 
if  necessary,  in  the  future ;  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  exclude  storm  water 
from  the  sewers  in  those  districts,  and  it  will  also  be  essential,  in  order  to 
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avoid  causing  more  freqaent  overflows  of  the  Mill  River  sewer  than  are 
desirable  or  are  contemplated  in  the  present  plan,  to  divert  from  this  sewer 
some  of  the  storm  water  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  discharge  into  it.  If 
the  necessity  for  reducing  the  quantity  of  storm  water  discharged  into  the 
main  sewer  arises,  it  can  probably  be  accomplished  by  building  a  separate 
channel  for  the  storm  water  in  some  portion  of  the  district  which  it  is  now 
proposed  to  provide  with  sewers  upon  the  combined  plan ;  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  the  territory  in  the  vicinity  of  Allen  and  White  streets,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  storm  water  by  discharging  it  into  Mill  River. 

The  proposed  intercepting  sewer  in  the  valley  of  Mill  River,  as  designed, 
is  of  soflQcient  capacity  to  remove  all  of  the  sewage  and  storm  water  from 
the  districts  which  it  is  designed  to  serve,  excepting  occasionally,  at  times 
of  very  heavy  rain,  when  a  small  amount  of  mingled  sewage  and  storm 
water  may  be  discharged  through  overflows  from  tributary  sewers  at  several 
points  along  the  stream  below  Watershop  Pond.  It  is  not  likely,  however, 
that  the  sewage  discharged  at  such  times  will  have  any  very  unfavorable 
effect  upon  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  stream,  but  it  is  very  important 
that  the  quantity  of  sewage  disposed  of  in  this  way  be  kept  as  small  as 
possible. 

It  is  understood  that  you  propose  to  divert  from  the  intercepting  sewer 
at  Locust  Street  so  much  of  the  sewage  and  storm  water  as  the  Locust 
Street  sewer  is  capable  of  removing,  and  to  discharge  only  the  surplus 
through  the  Mill  River  intercepting  sewer  into  Mill  River. 

From  the  information  submitted,  it  seems  probable  that  the  Locust  Street 
sewer  will  be  capable  of  removing  the  dry-weather  flow  of  the  sewage  from 
the  Mill  River  intercepting  sewer,  as  well  as  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sew- 
age from  sewers  in  Fort  Pleasant  Avenue  and  Belmont  Avenue,  which  are 
connected  with  the  Locust  Street  sewer.  It  seems  likely  that,  in  addition 
to  the  dry-weather  flow  of  sewage  from  the  sewers  referred  to,  the  Locust 
Street  sewer  will  be  capable  of  carrying  off  a  small  amount  of  storm  water, 
so  that  in  small  storms  there  may  be  no  flow  in  the  Mill  River  intercepting 
sewer  below  Locust  Street ;  but  with  larger  storms  and  at  times  of  thaws 
a  portion  of  the  mingled  sewage  and  storm  water  will  be  discharged  through 
the  intercepting  sewer  into  Mill  River. 

It  is  proposed  to  terminate  the  Mill  River  intercepting  sewer  in  Mill 
River,  just  above  the  third  dam  from  the  mouth  of  the  stream.  If  any 
considerable  quantity  of  sewage  should  be  discharged  into  the  Mill  River 
in  this  region,  there  is  danger  that  a  nuisance  may  be  created ;  and  the 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  very  desirable  to  avoid  the  discharge  of 
any  considerable  quantity  of  sewage  into  Mill  River  above  any  of  the  dams 
on  the  stream.  There  are,  moreover,  indications  that  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Mill  River  valley,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  stream,  is  likely 
to  be  densely  populated  before  many  years,  so  that  it  will  probably  be 
necessary  to  extend  the  sewer  to  the  Connecticut  River,  and  it  appears 


106  STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

to  be  practicable  to  extend  the  sewer  to  that  stream.  It  seems  probable, 
however,  that  the  quantity  of  sewage  that  will  be  discharged  from  the  Mill 
River  intercepting  sewer  will  be  small  in  the  beginning,  and  the  sewage 
coming  from  this  sewer  will  probably  be  quite  dilute. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  desirable 
to  extend  the  sewer  in  the  beginning  as  far  at  least  as  some  place  below 
the  lowest  dam,  though  a  temporary  outlet  at  the  point  proposed  may  not 
cause  any  serious  trouble  for  a  time. 

The  plan  as  a  whole,  with  the  modifications  suggested,  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  a  suitable  one  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  Mill 
River  valley. 

Springfield.  Another  application  was  received  from  the  mayor 
of  Springfield,  July  7,  1898,  for  the  approval  of  certain  sewers  for 
a  small  district  of  Springfield  having  their  outfall  into  the  Connecti- 
cut River.     The  Board  replied  as  follows :  — 

Aug.  8, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  July  7,  1898,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  with  reference  to  the  discharge  into  the  Connecticut 
River  of  sewage  and  storm  water  from  a  proposed  sewer  to  be  built  in 
Clinton,  Fulton  and  Sargent  streets,  in  Springfield.  The  plan  shows  a 
storm-water  overflow  at  the  Harbor  Commissioners'  line  at  the  easterly 
bank  of  the  Connecticut  River,  and  a  sewer  leading  downward  from  the 
bottom  of  the  main  sewer  just  above  the  outlet  along  the  bottom  of  the 
river  to  a  point  of  discharge  200  feet  from  the  Harbor  Commissioners' 
line. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engi- 
neers, and,  having  given  the  matter  careful  consideration,  concludes  that 
the  proposed  method  and  plan  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  the  district 
under  consideration  are  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

Wakefield.  A  communication  was  received  from  the  committee 
on  sewerage  of  the  town  of  Wakefield,  requesting  the  approval  of 
the  Board,  under  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890,  of  the  purchase 
or  taking  of  land  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage,  at  the 
same  time  indicating  certain  tracts  of  land  IWng  in  the  valley  of  the 
Saugus  River  as  suited  to  the  puq^ose.  The  Board  replied  to  this 
application  as  follows  :  — 

Oct.  6, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Aug.  31,  1898,  a  com- 
munication requesting  approval  by  the  Board  of  the  taking  of  certain  lands 
in  the  town  of  Wakefield  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of  sewage,  under 
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the  aothority  of  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890  and  chapter  50  of  the 
Pablic  Statutes. 

Tou  state  that  it  is  proposed  to  utilize  the  property  described  in  your 
application  by  filling  upon  the  bottom  and  swamp  land  to  the  required 
depth  with  suitable  material,  some  of  which  can  be  procured  upon  the 
land  you  propose  to  take,  and  the  balance  within  2,000  feet  at  the  town 
farm,  toward  which  place  it  is  proposed  to  extend  the  filter  area  as  neces- 
sity requires.  Subsequently  a  plan  was  received,  showing  an  outline  of 
Lands  which  you  propose  to  take ;  and  later  a  topographical  plan  of  the 
area  was  submitted,  showing  the  location  of  test  pits. 

The  lands  which  you  propose  to  use  are  located  in  the  easterly  portion 
of  the  town  of  Wakefield,  adjoining  the  town  of  Suugus,  and  are  bounded 
on  the  northerly  and  easterly  sides  by  the  Wakefield  branch  of  the  Saugus 
Biyer  and  by  the  Saugus  River. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plans  and  other  information  sub- 
mitted. 

In  some  parts  of  the  proposed  filtration  area  the  soil  appears  to  be 
suitable  for  the  purification  of  sewage  by  intermittent  filtration,  but  the 
aggregate  area  of  these  portions  is  much  less  than  would  be  necessary  for 
the  purification  of  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Wakefield.  If  the  gravelly 
soil  found  on  a  part  of  the  area  extends  to  a  sufficient  depth,  filter  beds 
might  be  constructed  with  this  material  upon  other  portions  of  the  area ; 
but,  even  if  filter  beds  should  be  constructed  upon  all  portions  of  the  area 
that  appear  to  be  suitable  for  that  purpose,  by  using  such  suitable  soil  as 
is  found  upon  the  area,  or  by  hauling  sand  or  gravel  from  the  town  farm, 
if  necessary,  as  suggested  in  your  application,  the  Board  is  unable  to  con- 
clude that  a  sufficient  area  could  be  prepared  here  for  the  disposal  of  all 
of  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Wakefield  after  a  sewerage  system  shall  have 
come  into  general  use.  Moreover,  the  cost  of  preparing  filter  beds,  even 
upon  the  portions  of  this  area  best  suited  for  the  purpose,  would  be  very 
large,  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  constructing  filter  beds  upon  land 
better  adapted  to  the  purpose. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  unable  to  approve  the  purchase 
or  taking  of  the  land  referred  to  in  your  application  for  the  purpose  of  the 
purification  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wakefield. 

In  response  to  an  application  from  the  authorities  of  the  town  of  Wake 
field,  made  in  1892,  for  advice  with  reference  to  a  proposed  plan  of  sew- 
erage and  sewage  disposal  for  the  town,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  use 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  farm  for  the  purification  and  disposal  of 
the  sewage,  the  Board  made  the  following  statement :  — 

With  regard  to  the  best  place  for  filtering  the  sewage,  your  engineer  has  shown 
in  his  report  that  the  proposed  disposal  area  has  a  decided  advantage,  in  regard 
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both  to  the  cost  of  reaching  it  with  the  sewage  and  to  the  cost  of  nuuntenanoey 
over  any  other  available  area.  The  character  of  the  land  at  this  place  is  also  of 
excellent  quality  for  filtration,  so  that,  on  the  whole,  these  advantages  may  be 
said  to  outweigh  the  disadvantage  that  the  tract  contains  two  small  houses  and  a 
school-house,  and  is  not  very  far  from  settled  portions  of  the  town. 

It  does  not  appear  that  there  has  been  any  material  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation in  the  vicinity  of  the  town  farm  in  the  last  six  years,  so  that  the 
disadvantage  referred  to  has  not  become  materially  greater;  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  necessary  cost  of  purifying  the  sewage  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  town  farm  would  be  less  than  by  any  other  method  of  disposal  that 
it  is  practicable  to  adopt.  It  is  possible  that  there  may  be  other  suitable 
areas  of  land  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  not  known  to  this  Board,  which 
are  suitable  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wakefield ;  and  the  Board  is 
prepared  to  assist  you  in  any  further  investigations  you  may  conclude  to 
make  with  reference  to  sewage  disposal,  by  making  such  analyses  of  samples 
of  soil  as  may  be  necessary,  and  to  advise  you  as  to  any  plan  of  sewerage 
or  sewage  disposal  for  the  town  which  you  may  wish  to  present. 

Wakefield.  Another  application  for  advice  was  received  from 
Wakefield,  Nov.  8,  1898,  with  reference  to  the  propriety  of  taking 
certain  lands  in  Wakefield,  under  the  authority  of  chapter  124  of 
the  Acts  of  1890.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  (oU 
lows :  — 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Nov.  8, 1898,  a  further 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  sewage  of  the  town 
of  Wakefield,  in  which  you  request  the  approval  by  this  Board,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  chapter  124  of  the  Acts  of  1890  and  chapter 
50  of  the  Public  Statutes,  of  the  taking  of  certain  lands  in  the  Woodville 
district  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  comprising  the  Tyzzer,  Edmunds  and 
Buckman  properties,  and  a  portion  of  the  town  farm  east  of  a  brook  which 
runs  parallel  with  Farm  Street  about  500  feet  easterly  therefrom,  for  the 
purification  and  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  the  town,  these  lands  being  in 
addition  to  the  Lynde  and  Hone  lots  described  in  a  previous  application. 
You  also  furnish  a  description  of  the  lands  you  propose  to  take  and  a  plan 
showing  their  location ;  but  no  plan  has  been  presented  showing  definitely 
how  the  sewage  is  to  be  conveyed  to  these  lands,  or  how  they  are  to  be 
prepared  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  upon  them. 

The  Board  has  given  the  matter  of  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wake- 
field further  consideration,  and  has  caused  the  lands  described  in  your 
application  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and  samples  of  soil  from  a 
limited  number  of  test  pits  on  these  lands  to  be  analyzed. 

It  is  diflScult,  from  the  limited  amount  of  information  available  with  ref- 
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erence  to  the  character  of  the  soil  of  these  lands,  for  the  Board  to  deter- 
miiie  at  all  definitely  the  area  of  the  land  within  the  lots  mentioned  in  your 
application  that  is  suitable  for  the  construction  of  filter  beds  for  the  purifi- 
cation and  disposal  of  sewage;  but,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the 
information  available,  there  may  be  about  8  acres  of  land  upon  which  it 
would  be  practicable  to  construct  filter  beds  at  a  reasonable  cost,  which 
would  be  suitable  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wakefield.  Judging 
from  experience  in  other  cities  and  towns,  the  area  of  land  which  is  here 
suitable  for  filtration  might  be  no  more  than  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wakefield  after  the  sewers  had  been  generally 
extended  through  the  town  and  become  generally  used. 

The  area  of  filters  could  probably  be  enlarged  by  taking  some  of  the 
material  from  the  higher  portions  of  the  gravelly  areas,  if  the  coarse  mate- 
rial extends  to  a  sufficient  depth,  and  constructing  filter  beds  artificially  upon 
other  portions  of  the  land ;  but  the  cost  of  constructing  filter  beds  in  this 
way  would  be  very  large,  as  compared  with  the  cost  of  constructing  filters 
upon  gravelly  land  naturally  adapted  to  the  purpose,  where  the  material 
does  not  need  to  be  moved. 

It  is  understood  that  you  propose,  if  it  shall  become  necessary  in  the 
future,  to  use  other  portions  of  the  town  farm,  located  on  both  sides  of 
Farm  Street,  for  the  extension  of  the  filter  beds ;  and,  judging  from  the 
present  indications,  it  would  probably  be  necessary  to  extend  the  works 
for  purifying  the  sewage  within  a  few  years  after  their  construction ;  and, 
if  the  town  farm  lands  are  to  be  used  at  all,  it  would  probably  be  less  expen- 
sive for  the  town  to  use  these  lands  in  the  beginning,  because  the  indications 
are  that  the  cost  of  conveying  sewage  to  these  lands  and  constructing  filter 
beds  upon  them  would,  as  indicated  in  the  previous  reply  of  the  Board,  be 
less  than  at  the  places  proposed  in  your  present  application. 

The  attention  of  the  Board  has  also  been  called,  in  this  connection,  to 
the  lands  north  of  Water  Street  and  east  of  Montrose  Avenue,  where  the 
character  of  the  surface  of  the  ground  indicates  that  the  soil  over  a  con- 
siderable area  may  consist  of  porous  sand  or  gravel.  It  is  possible  that 
farther  investigations  might  show  that  a  sufficient  area  of  suitable  land  for 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Wakefield  exists  here ;  and  it  is  possible  that 
these  lands  may  be  found,  upon  careful  examination,  to  possess  advantages 
as  a  place  of  sewage  disposal  which  would  make  it  desirable  to  select  them 
for  this  purpose  in  preference  to  the  other  areas  that  have  thus  far  been 
considered. 

The  information  thus  far  presented  with  reference  to  the  comparative 
advantages  of  the  areas  which  appear  to  be  available  for  the  disposal  of 
the  sewage  of  Wakefield  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  Board  to  arrive  at 
definite  conclusions  as  to  which  area  or  areas  it  would  be  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  town  to  use  for  the  disposal  of  its  sewage.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  Board  does  not  at  present  advise  that  the  land  proposed 
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in  your  application  be  selected  as  a  place  of  disposal  for  the  sewage  of 
Wakefield,  but  woald  again  advise  that  a  further  and  more  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  subject  be  made  by  the  town,  in  order  to  collect 
all  the  available  information  with  reference  to  the  comparative  advantages 
and  suitability  of  the  various  areas  for  the  disposal  of  sewage,  and  thus 
make  it  possible  to  determine  which  area  it  will  be  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  town  to  use.  These  investigations  should  include  such  further  sur^ 
veys  of  the  lands  which  appear  to  be  available  for  sewage  disposal  as  may 
be  necessary  to  determine  their  elevation ;  the  digging  of  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  test  pits  in  these  lands  to  determine  the  character  of  the  soil,  the 
extent  of  areas  containing  soil  suitable  for  sewage  disposal,  and  the  depth 
to  ground  water  where  necessary ;  and,  finally,  careful  comparative  esti- 
mates of  the  cost  of  constructiDg  filter  beds  sufficient  for  the  disposal  of 
the  sewage  of  the  town  for  the  present  and  for  a  reasonable  time  in  the 
future,  including  a  careful  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  for  land  dam- 
age in  each  case. 

The  Board  will  assist  you  in  the  investigations,  if  you  desire,  by  making 
such  analyses  as  may  be  necessary  of  samples  of  soil  from  test  pits  that 
you  may  excavate  upon  these  areas,  and  will,  upon  application,  give  you 
further  advice  with  reference  to  any  plan  of  sewage  disposal  when  you 
have  the  results  of  further  investigations  to  present. 

Wales.  An  application  was  received  May  25,  1898,  from  the 
board  of  health  of  Wales,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to 
the  disposal  of  the  drainage  of  certain  houses  in  the  village  of  Wales. 
The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

July  7, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  May  25,  an  applica- 
tion for  advice  with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  sink  drainage  from  houses 
in  the  village  of  Wales.  You  suggest  the  possibility  of  preventing  these 
nuisances  by  the  construction  of  cess-pools. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  village  to  be  made  by  its 
engineer,  and  finds  that,  owing  to  the  contour  of  the  land,  many  of  the 
houses  drain  naturally  toward  the  main  street.  Complaint  is  made  of 
several  sink  drains  which  discharge  upon  this  street,  and  particular  atten- 
tion was  called  to  four  of  these  drains.  The  construction  of  a  sewer  to 
remove  sink  drainage  or  other  sewage  seems  impracticable,  under  the  ex- 
isting conditions ;  and,  after  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  matter,  the 
Board  is  of  the  opinion  that,  in  general,  the  best  method  of  disposing  of 
the  sink  drainage  which  causes  trouble  in  the  village  at  present  is  by  the 
construction  of  cess-pools.  Care  will  have  to  be  taken  to  locate  cess-pools 
in  such  a  manner  that  their  contents  may  not  find  their  way  into  any  well 
or  into  the  cellar  or  basement  of  any  building. 
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Kxamination  of  each  of  the  localities  of  which  complaint  is  made  at  the 
present  time  indicates  that  it  is  practicable  to  coustract  cess-pools  in  the 
Ticinity  of  the  houses,  to  receive  the  drainage.  One  of  the  cases  to  which 
atteniioii  was  called  was  that  of  a  house  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
main  street,  south  of  the  saw  mill,  the  drain  from  which  causes  a  serious 
nuisance  in  the  street.  It  appears  to  be  entirely  practicable  to  divert  the 
drainage  to  the  rear  of  the  house,  where  it  may  be  disposed  of  either  into 
a  oess-pool  or  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground,  where  it  can  probably  be 
adrantageously  used  as  a  fertilizer. 

Pollution  of  Poxds,  Streams  and  Other  Bodies  of  Water. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during 
the  past  year  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  the  pol- 
lution of  ponds,  streams  and  other  bodies  of  water :  — 

Arlington.  The  attention  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  was 
called  by  a  communication  from  the  Arlington  water  board  to  the 
existence  of  a  slaughter  house  upon  the  water-shed  of  their  source 
of  supply,  at  the  same  time  requesting  the  State  Board  •*to  take 
such  action  as  the  law  allows  to  prevent  further  impairment  or  pol- 
lution of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  of  Arlington,"  The  Board 
replied  to  this  communication  as  follows  :  — 

Mat  6,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  April  12,  1898,  a  com- 
munication calling  attention  to  a  building  used  for  slaughtering  purposes 
and  for  the  keeping  of  swine,  which  is  drained  into  a  small  pond  which  is 
tributary  to  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Arlington  water  supply,  and  request- 
ing this  Board  to  take  such  action  as  the  law  allows,  to  prevent  the  pollu- 
tion of  the  water  supply  of  Arlington. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  building  and  of  the  locality 
to  be  made  by  its  engineer,  and  finds  that  the  building  is  used,  as  stated, 
as  a  slaughter  house  and  for  the  keeping  of  swine,  and  there  are  evidences 
that  drainage  from  it  has  recently  flowed  into  one  of  the  sources  of  the 
Arlington  water  supply.  The  drainage  from  this  establishment  is  of  a 
very  foul  character,  and  its  discharge  into  the  Arlington  water  supply 
should  be  discontinued  as  soon  as  possible. 

By  the  provisions  of  chapter  491  of  the  Acts  of  1894  and  chapter  496 
of  the  Acts  of  1895,  the  proprietors  of  every  slaughter  house  eng^ed  in 
the  slaughter  of  neat  cattle,  sheep  or  swine,  any  product  of  which  is  to  be 
sold  or  used  for  food,  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  April,  make  applica- 
tion to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city  or  selectmen  of  the  town  where 
such  establishment  is  located  for  a  license  to  carry  on  such  business.    The 
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Board  is  informed  that  this  establishment  has  not  been  licensed  by  the 
selectmen  of  Lexington,  as  required  by  the  acts  referred  to. 

Under  the  circumstances,  it  yrould  seem  that  the  selectmen  of  Lexing- 
ton, upon  presentation  of  the  facts  by  the  authorities  of  the  town  of 
Arlington,  might  refuse  to  grant  a  license,  and  thus  prevent  the  continu- 
ance of  the  business  at  the  present  location  or  at  any  place  where  there 
would  be  any  danger  of  causing  a  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of  the 
town  of  Arlington. 

If  a  license  is  granted,  it  may  be  practicable  for  the  person  or  persons 
who  control  the  operations  of  the  establishment  in  question  to  prevent 
polluting  matters  from  escaping  from  it  into  the  Arlington  water  supply. 
If  this  is  not  done,  however,  it  seems  possible  for  the  town  to  prevent  the 
pollution  of  its  water  supply  from  the  operations  carried  on  in  and  around 
this  building,  by  acting  under  the  authority  of  chapter  80,  section  96  of 
the  Public  Statutes,  which  appears  to  cover  such  cases  as  the  one  under 
consideration ;  and  the  Board  would  advise  that  the  necessary  legal  steps 
be  taken,  unless  the  pollution  of  your  water  supply  from  this  source  is 
discontinued. 

Falmouth.  An  application  was  received,  May  26,  1897,  from 
the  board  of  health  of  Falinouth,  asking  advice  as  to  the  best  method 
^'  of  abating  a  nuisance  existing  in  State  waters  at  the  head  of  Little 
Harbor,  so  called,  in  Wood's  HoU,  and  consisting  of  mud,  seaweed 
and  decomposed  matter  brought  in  by  action  of  the  wind  and  tide." 
The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Ma&ch  4, 1898« 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  considered  your  application  for  advice 
with  reference  to  the  best  method  of  abating  a  nuisance  at  the  head  of 
Little  Harbor  in  the  town  of  Falmouth,  has  caused  an  examination  of  the 
locality  to  be  made  by  its  engineer,  and  has  carefully  examined  the  plans 
proposed  by  you.  These  plans  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  bulkhead 
across  the  north-easterly  corner  of  the  cove  where  the  nuisance  exists,  and 
the  filling  in  of  the  portion  of  the  harbor  thus  cut  off. 

It  is  probable  that,  by  constructing  the  bulkhead  and  making  it  tight 
enough  to  prevent  the  water  passing  out,  and  thus  keeping  the  area  cov- 
ered with  water  at  all  times,  much  relief  would  be  experienced  from  the 
odor  now  complained  of,  and  the  filling  in  of  the  area  behind  the  bulkhead, 
as  proposed  in  the  application,  would  prevent  all  odor  from  this  area ;  bat 
whether,  by  this  plan,  permanent  relief  would  be  secured,  seems  doubtful, 
since  it  is  possible  that  the  seaweed  would  deposit  outside  of  the  bulk- 
head, and,  gradually  rising  above  the  level  of  low  water,  again  produce  a 
nuisance  such  as  is  now  complained  of.  It  is  also  an  objection  to  this  plan 
that  it  would  lessen  the  area  of  the  harbor  and  reduce  the  quantity  of  tide- 
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water  coming  in  and  going  oat  of  the  harbor,  thus  changing  somewhat  the 
existing  conditions  which  might  possibly  have  an  unf  ayorable  effect  upon 
the  condition  of  some  other  portion  of  the  harbor. 

The  indications  seem  to  be  that  seaweed  is  carried  to  the  north-easterly 
comer  of  the  harbor,  where  the  naisance  is  now  complained  of,  both  float- 
ing upon  the  surface  of  the  water  and  in  suspension  in  the  water  below 
the  surface,  and  perhaps  also  by  movement  along  the  bottom.  If  these 
masses  could  be  arrested  before  entering  the  portion  of  the  harbor  where 
they  are  now  deposited,  and  at  the  same  time  the  tide  water  be  allowed 
to  pass  into  this  place,  the  water,  going  out  from  behind  a  barrier  arrest- 
ing these  masses,  would  tend  to  prevent  them  from  being  deposited,  and 
the  lai^er  the  area  behind  the  barrier  compared  with  the  length  of  the 
barrier  the  more  efficient  would  be  its  action. 

In  view  of  the  circumstances,  the  Board  would  suggest,  as  a  probable 
method  of  obtaining  relief,  the  construction  of  a  bulkhead  perhaps  100 
feet  farther  into  the  harbor  than  shown  upon  your  sketch,  if  this  distance 
would  not  interfere  with  the  uses  of  the  harbor ;  this  bulkhead  to  be  closed 
from  high  water  down  to  near  low  water,  below  which  to  be  composed  of 
vertical  strips  of  plank,  two  or  three  inches  apart,  covering  half  the  area. 
The  deposit  in  the  rear  of  the  bulkhead  should  be  removed  at  least  down 
to  low  water  and  deeper  near  the  bulkhead,  where  the  open  work  should 
present  a  water  way  as  much  as  4  or  5  feet  in  depth. 

It  is  not  known  whether  the  Teredo  operates  to  injure  structures  in  this 
harbor,  but  the  possibility  of  trouble  from  this  oi*ganism  should  be  taken 
into  account  in  the  construction  of  the  work. 

MiDDLEBOROUGH.  A  petition  was  received  by  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  Oct.  6,  1898,  from  inhabitants  of  Middleborough,  rela- 
tive to  the  prevalence  of  malarial  fever  in  a  portion  of  that  town, 
and  alleging  the  pollution  of  the  Nemasket  River  and  the  existence 
of  certain  nuisances  caused  by  the  sewage  disposal  of  the  town. 

Accompanying  this  petition  was  a  copy  of  another  petition,  ad- 
dressed to  the  local  board  of  health  of  Middleborough,  dated  Oct. 
1,  1898,  requesting  that  board  to  examine  into  the  pollution  of  the 
Nemasket  River  and  the  cause  of  malarial  fever,  and  to  destroy, 
remove  or  prevent  the  same. 

A  supplementary  petition  was  received,  Oct.  20,  1898,  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  requesting  a  hearing,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888  ;  and  representing  that  the  dis- 
posal of  sewage  through  the  ditch  into  the  Nemasket  River,  as  alleged 
in  the  first  petition,  was  begun  in  1892,  and  that,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  notice  had  never 
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been  given  to  the  present  State  Board  of  Health  or  its  predecessors 
by  the  present  or  any  authorities  of  the  town  of  Middleborough,  at 
any  time,  of  the  intention  of  any  of  the  said  authorities  as  to  dis- 
IK)sing  of  their  drainage  and  sewage  in  the  manner  alleged.  The 
petitioners  further  stated  that  application  had  never  been  made 
for  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  or  its 
predecessors  of  the  plans  or  schemes  in  relation  to  water  supply 
and  disposal  of  drainage  and  sewage  proposed  and  practised,  as 
alleged  in  the  first  petition ;  that  is,  by  discharging  it  through  a 
ditch  into  the  Nemasket  River  opposite  Mayflower  Avenue ;  and 
that  such  omissions  were  and  are  contrary  to  the  said  act,  and  that 
such  disposal  and  the  pollution  of  the  Nemasket  River  thereby  have 
been  and  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth  existing  at 
any  time  during  such  disposal  and  pollution,  and  the  Board  was 
requested  to  bring  such  omission  and  pollution  to  the  notice  of  the 
Attorney-General.  In  compliance  with  these  petitions,  the  Board 
gave  hearings  to  the  petitioners,  Nov.  3  and  Nov.  17,  1898,  and 
on  Dec.  1,  1898,  sent  copies  of  the  following  communication  to  the 
petitioners  and  to  the  boards  of  health  and  selectmen  of  fiddle- 
borough  :  — 

Dbc.  1,  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received,  on  Oct.  6,  1898,  a  petition  from 
inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Middleborough,  relative  to  the  prevalence  of 
malarial  fever  in  a  portion  of  the  town,  and  alleging  the  pollution  of  the 
Nemasket  River  and  the  existence  of  certain  nuisances  in  the  disposal  of 
the  sewage  of  the  town. 

Accompanying  this  petition  was  a  copy  of  a  petition  addressed  to  the 
local  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Middleborough,  dated  Oct.  1,  1898, 
requesting  the  said  board  to  examine  into  the  pollution  of  the  Nemasket 
River  and  the  cause  of  malarial  sickness,  and  destroy,  remove  or  prevent 
the  same. 

On  Oct.  20,  1898,  a  supplementary  petition  was  received  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  requesting  a  hearing,  under  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of 
1888,  and  representing  that  the  disposal  of  drainage  through  the  ditch  into 
the  Nemasket  River,  as  alleged  in  the  first  above-mentioned  petition,  was 
begun  in  the  year  1892 ;  and  that,  contrary  to  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of 
1888,  notice  has  never  been  given  to  the  present  State  Board  of  Health  or 
its  predecessors  by  the  present  or  any  authorities  of  the  town  of  Middle- 
borough at  any  time  of  the  intention  of  any  of  the  said  authorities  as  to 
disposing  of  their  drainage  and  sewage  in  the  manner  alleged ;  and  that 
submission  has  never  been  made  for  the  advice  and  approval  of  the  present 
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State  Botfd  of  Health,  or  its  predecessors,  of  the  plans  or  schemes  in  rela^ 
tion  to  water  supply  and  disposal  of  drainage  and  sewage  proposed  and 
practiBed  as  alleged  in  the  first  petition,  that  is,  by  discharging  it  Uirough 
t ditch  into  the  Nemasket  River  opposite  Mayflower  Avenue;  and  that 
rach  omissions  were  and  are  contrary  to  the  said  act,  and  that  such  dis- 
posal, and  the  pollution  of  the  Nemasket  River  thereby,  have  been  and 
are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  existing  at  any  time  during 
such  disposal  and  pollution ;  and  the  Board  is  requested  to  bring  such  omis- 
sion and  pollution  to  the  notice  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  said  Com- 
monwealth, as  required  by  the  said  act. 

The  Board  has  carefully  considered  these  petitions,  and  has  given  a 
hearing  to  the  petitioners  and  the  town  authorities,  and  evidence  relative 
to  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  petitions  has  been  presented  to  the  Board. 
The  Board  has  also  caused  the  localities  referred  to  to  be  examined  by  its 
eagineery  and  the  prevalence  of  malaria  to  be  investigated  by  one  of  its 
experts. 

The  Board  does  not  at  present  express  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the 
dflimed  violation  of  the  provisions  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts  of  1888, 
preferring  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  development  of  a  practical  way 
ci  removing  such  conditions  as  endanger  the  public  health. 

It  is  evident  that  malarial  sickness  has  been  increasing  in  the  town  of 
Middleborough  in  recent  years,  and  that  there  has  been  a  great  increase 
duriiig  the  present  year,  in  which  it  appears  that  up  to  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber there  have  been  as  many  as  thirty  cases  of  malaria  in  the  town.  Half 
of  these  cases  have  occurred  in  the  village  of  Muttock,  and,  considering 
the  small  population  of  this  village,  the  epidemic  at  that  place  has  been 
a  most  serious  one. 

The  Board  finds  that  at  the  present  time  sewage  from  a  large  portion 
of  the  main  village  of  Middleborough  is  discharged  into  the  Nemasket 
River  through  two  main  sewers,  one  laid  in  Mayflower  Avenue,  so  called, 
and  the  other  in  Water  Street.  The  sewer  in  Mayflower  Avenue  ends  at 
a  point  about  500  feet  from  the  Nemasket  River,  where  the  sewage  flows 
from  the  sewer  into  an  open  ditch  and  through  this  ditch  to  the  river.  The 
flow  in  the  ditch  is  sluggish,  and  solid  matters  from  the  sewage  are  de- 
posited upon  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  ditch,  especially  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  place  where  it  joins  the  river.  Moreover,  the  current  of  the  river 
is  also  very  sluggish  in  this  vicinity,  owing  to  a  dam  a  short  distance  below, 
so  that  solids  brought  down  in  the  sewer  tend  to  deposit  upon  the  sides 
and  bottom  of  the  stream  and  mill  pond,  portions  of  which,  on  account  of 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  river,  are  apparently  alternately  exposed  to  the  air 
and  covered  with  water. 

The  sewer  in  Water  Street  discharges  into  the  raceway  leading  from  the 
electric  light  works  to  the  river.  In  the  day-time,  when  the  works  are  shut 
down,  there  is  very  little  water  running  in  the  raceway  to  dilute  the  sew- 
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age,  which  spreads  out  oyer  the  stony  bottom  of  the  raceway  in  pools  and 
small  streams,  and  finds  its  way  slowly  toward  the  river,  creating  an  ob- 
jectionable local  nuisance.  In  this  case  also  there  is  a  dam  across  the  river 
a  short  distance  below  the  sewer  outlet,  and  solid  matters  from  the  sewage 
tend  to  collect  on  the  sides  and  bottom  of  the  mill  pond,  and  make  them 
offensive  when  exposed. 

The  dam  at  Muttock  is  an  old  one,  and  is  in  a  ruined  condition.  The 
banks  of  the  river  in  this  vicinity  are  quite  flat,  and  a  considerable  area 
appears  to  be  alternately  covered  with  water  and  exposed  to  the  air  by 
slight  fluctuations  in  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  river.  It  also  appears 
that  there  has  been  complaint  of  an  odor  from  the  banks  of  the  stream 
when  exposed  at  times  when  the  water  is  low,  and  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  keep  them  covered  with  water,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this 
has  been  done. 

The  present  manner  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Middleborough  is 
unsanitary,  and  may  be  among  the  causes  of  the  large  amount  of  sickness 
in  the  portion  of  the  town  which  is  nearest  the  river ;  and  the  conditions 
are  certain  to  grow  worse,  because  the  quantity  of  sewage  is  likely  to  in- 
crease, while  the  flow  of  the  river  will  grow  smaller  in  the  future,  owing 
to  the  quantity  of  water  withdrawn  from  the  Middleborough  ponds  by  the 
cities  of  Taunton  and  New  Bedford  for  water-supply  purposes. 

The  present  method  of  disposing  of  the  sewage  of  Middleborough  is  ob- 
jectionable also,  because  the  sewage  pollutes  the  water  supply  of  the  State 
Farm,  which  is  drawn  from  the  Taunton  River  a  short  distance  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Nemasket  River. 

It  appears,  from  the  evidence  before  the  Board,  that  the  dischai^e  of 
the  sewage  in  a  crude  state  into  the  stream  was  not  contemplated  by  the 
town  as  a  permanent  method  of  sewage  disposal,  but  was  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient, which  has,  however,  been  continued  in  operation  in  the  case  of 
one  sewer  outlet  for  a  period  of  at  least  thirteen  years,  and  in  the  other 
for  as  many  as  six  years.  The  sewerage  plans  of  the  town  provide  for 
an  intercepting  sewer  in  the  valley  of  the  Nemasket  River,  to  collect  the 
sewage  from  existing  sewers  and  areas  which  may  require  sewerage  in  the 
future,  and  convey  it  to  land  in  the  valley  of  the  river  below  the  Star  Mills, 
where  it  can  be  purified ;  but  these  portions  of  the  works  have  not  been 
constructed,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  thorough  surveys  or  plans 
for  works  for  collecting  and  purifying  the  sewage  have  been  prepared, 
though  a  preliminary  estimate,  indicating  the  ultimate  cost  of  the  works, 
has  been  submitted. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
interests  of  the  town  of  Middleborough  and  of  the  public  require  that  the 
sewerage  plans  be  carried  out  by  constructing  the  works  for  collecting  and 
purifying  the  sewage,  and  that  the  existing  sewer  outlets  into  the  Nemasket 
Biver  be  closed,  and  the  discharge  of  sewage  through  them  be  discontinued. 
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The  Board  would  therefore  advise  that  you  cause  an  inyestigatioii  to  be 
made  without  delay,  to  determine  the  best  available  place  for  disposal  and 
porification  of  the  sewage,  and  the  most  feasible  route  for  an  intercepting 
sewer  to  convey  the  sewage  from  the  present  sewers  and  any  other  areas 
which  are  likely  to  require  sewerage  in  the  future  to  the  proposed  disposal 
area,  together  with  careful  estimates  of  the  entire  cost,  and  showing,  among 
other  things,  the  expenditure  necessary  for  preparing  sufficient  land  and 
for  buUding  presently  so  much  of  the  intercepting  sewer  as  will  convey  to 
that  land  the  sewage  now  entering  or  soon  to  enter  the  Water  Street  sewer 
and  the  sewers  down  river  therefrom. 

Upon  receiving  such  plans  and  estimates,  the  Board  will  advise  further 
in  regard  to  the  portion  of  the  work  necessary  to  be  first  constructed.  The 
Board  will  assist  you  in  these  investigations,  if  you  desire,  by  making  such 
examinations  of  the  soil  of  available  lands  for  filtration  areas  as  may  be 
necessary,  and  will,  upon  application,  advise  you  as  to  any  sewage  dis- 
posal plan  you  may  wish  to  present.  It  is  also  advised  that  in  making 
inyestigations  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  you  secure  the  assistance  of  an 
engineer  of  experience  in  such  matters. 

Bhode  Island.  A  communication  was  received  from  the  State 
Board  of  Health  of  Rhode  Island,  July  28,  1898,  with  reference  to 
the  pollution  of  Ten-mile  River  by  the  sewage  of  Attleborough,  that 
river  being  the  source  of  water  supply  of  the  town  of  East  Providence 
in  Rhode  Island.  The  assistance  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 
Massachusetts  was  also  requested  in  the  removal  of  the  sources 
of  contamination.  The  Board  replied  to  this  communication  as 
follows :  — 

Nov.  4,  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  your  Board,  on  July  28,  1898, 
a  communication  stating  that,  as  a  result  of  a  recent  inspection  of  the  Ten- 
mile  River  made  by  your  Board  in  the  towns  of  Attleborough  and  North 
Attleborough,  it  was  found  that  a  number  of  factories  and  mills  and  the 
town  of  Attleborough  were  delivering  their  wastes,  both  from  vaults  and 
from  the  processes  of  manufacture,  into  the  river,  which  is  the  source  of 
water  supply  of  the  town  of  East  Providence  in  Rhode  Island.  You  request 
the  assistance  of  this  Board  in  the  removal  of  these  sources  of  contam- 
ination, and  ask  if  any  action  can  be  taken  by  this  Board  in  the  matter, 
legally  or  otherwise.  Accompanying  your  communication  were  memoranda 
of  the  inspection  referred  to. 

The  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the  valley  of  the  Ten-mile 
River  to  be  made  by  its  engineer,  and  has  carefully  considered  the  results 
of  previous  examinations  of  the  stream  and  its  water-shed.     From  the 
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information  recently  collected,  it  appears  that  at  the  present  time  the 
sewage  from  as  many  as  4,500  people  in  the  villages  of  Lebanon  Mills, 
Kents  Mills,  Hebronville,  Dodgeville,  Attleboroagh,  Robinson viUe,  Attle- 
boroagh  Falls,  North  Attleboroagh,  Plainville  and  South  Attleborough  is 
discharged  directly  into  the  stream  or  its  tributaries,  and  that  large  amoants 
of  sulphuric  acid,  nitric  acid,  hydrochloric  acid,  ammonia,  spent  dyes  and 
other  substances  used  in  the  various  manufactories  are  discharged  into  the 
river.  Gas  wastes,  wastes  from  a  rendering  establishment  at  which  dead 
animals  are  disposed  of,  and  wastes  from  a  tannery,  also  enter  the  stream. 

Numerous  chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  this  river 
at  two  points,  one  above  North  Attleborough  and  the  other  above  Attle- 
borough, were  made  several  years  ago,  and  the  results  were  published  in  a 
special  report  of  this  Board,  entitled  ^^  Examination  of  Water  Supplies," 
published  in  1890. 

In  this  report  it  is  stated  that  the  pollution  of  the  river  at  Attleboroagh 
was  sufficient  to  render  the  water  taken  directly  from  the  river  unfit  for 
drinking.  No  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  river  below  Attleborough  were 
made  at  that  time,  but  analyses  made  in  more  recent  years  have  shown  that 
the  river  is  polluted  to  a  much  greater  degree  below  the  town  than  it  is 
above. 

The  sewage  discharged  from  the  Attleborough  sewers  is  the  most  serioas 
pollution  of  the  stream  that  exists  at  the  present  time ;  and  the  Board  has 
already  called  the  attention  of  the  town  of  Attleborough  to  the  objection  to 
disposing  of  sewage  by  discharging  it  directly  into  the  stream,  and  some 
action  has  been  taken  by  the  town,  looking  to  the  removal  of  the  sewage 
from  the  river  and  its  purification  upon  land.  If,  however,  the  sewage  of 
the  town  of  Attleborough  should  be  purified  before  it  is  discharged  into  the 
river,  while  a  great  improvement  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  stream 
will  be  effected,  the  stream  would,  nevertheless,  continue  to  be,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  Board,  a  very  dangerous  source  from  which  to  take  water 
for  drinking  or  other  domestic  uses.  Moreover,  on  account  of  the  large 
population  within  the  water-shed  of  the  stream  and  the  numerous  villages 
and  mills  widely  scattered  throughout  this  water-shed,  it  is  impracticable, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  stream  by 
sewage  and  manufacturing  wastes  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  the  water 
safe  for  drinking. 

The  Board  considers  that  the  pollution  of  the  river  to  the  present  degree 
is  very  objectionable,  from  a  sanitary  stand-point,  and  that,  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  this  valley,  further  pollution  of  the  stream  should  be  pre- 
vented ;  and  the  sewage  of  Attleborough,  which  is  now  discharged  into  the 
stream,  should  be  removed  therefrom  and  purified.  TJie  Board  will  urge 
the  purification  of  the  stream  as  rapidly  as  practicable ;  but,  as  already 
stated,  it  is  not  practicable,  in  its  opinion,  to  render  the  water  of  the  river 
below  Attleborough  suitable  for  drinking. 


No.  34.]        ADVICE  TO   CITIES   AND  TOWNS.  119 

Westbobouoh.  a  communication  was  received  from  the  select- 
nien  of  Northborough,  stating  that  the  sewage  of  Westborough  was 
aDowed  to  pass  into  the  swamps  near  the  filter  beds  without  filtration, 
and  fliat  such  disposal  was  a  menace  to  the  health  of  Northborough, 
at  the  same  time  requesting  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  investigate 
die  matter.  The  Board  complied  with  this  request,  and  sent  the 
following  conununications  to  the  selectmen  of  Northborough  and  to 
die  sewer  commissioners  of  Westborough.  To  the  selectmen  of 
Northborough,  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  5, 1899. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  yoa,  on  March  21,  1898,  a  com- 
monication  relative  to  the  Westborough  sewer  beds,  stating  that  sewage 
was  being  tamed  directly  into  the  swamps  iu  the  rear  of  the  beds,  and  that 
the  beds  seemed  to  care  for  only  a  small  portion  of  the  sewage.  You  re- 
gard this  as  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  town,  and  request  the  Board  to 
investigate,  and  take  such  action  as  shall  seem  for  the  best  interests  of  all 
concerned. 

The  Board  has  caused  examinations  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  since 
your  application  was  received,  to  determine  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing 
from  the  town  sewer,  the  character  and  condition  of  the  filter  beds  and  the 
quality  of  the  water  of  the  Assabet  River,  both  above  the  filter  beds  and 
below  them  in  the  vicinity  of  Northborough  and  elsewhere. 

The  Board  has  found  that  much  crude  and  partially  purified  sewage  is 
being  discharged  into  the  Assabet  River  or  small  tributaries  of  that  stream 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  filter  beds,  —  a  method  of  disposal  which  was  not 
contemplated  in  the  plans  for  sewage  disposal  of  Westborough,  presented 
by  the  town  to  this  Board  under  the  authority  of  chapter  375  of  the  Acts 
of  1888,  and  which  is  inadmissible. 

In  1893  the  Board  advised  the  town  of  Westborough  relative  to  the 
purification  of  its  sewage,  and  a  considerable  increase  in  the  area  of  the 
filter  beds  has  been  made  since  that  time ;  but  the  beds  are  nevertheless 
at  present  inadequate  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage.  The  Board  has, 
accordingly,  called  the  attention  of  the  authorities  of  the  town  of  West- 
borough to  the  need  of  constructing  suitable  works  for  purifying  all  of  its 
sewage^  and  a  copy  of  the  communication  is  enclosed  herewith. 

The  Board  finds,  as  stated  therein,  th&t  the  Assabet  River  is  being  badly 
polluted  by  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Westborough,  and  that  the  discharge 
of  unpurified  sewage  into  the  stream  is  likely  to  prove  a  serious  nuisance 
in  the  summer  season,  and  the  Board  believes  that  the  disposal  of  sewage 
in  this  way  should  be  prevented. 

It  will  not  be  practicable  for  the  town  of  Westborough  to  make  investi- 
gations or  to  construct  works  before  next  spring ;  and  the  Board  would 
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Buggeat  that  further  action  be  deferred  until  an  opportunity  has  been  giyen 
for  the  town  of  Westborough  to  construct  proper  works. 

The  following  conununication  was  sent  to  the  sewer  commis- 
sioners of  Westborough :  — 

Jan.  5, 1809. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  a  communication  from  the  board  of 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Northborough,  in  the  early  part  of  1898,  alleging 
that  unpurified  sewage  was  being  discharged  into  the  Assabet  River,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  sewage  filtration  area  of  the  town  of  Westborough. 

The  Board  has  caused  examinations  to  be  made,  to  determine  the  quan- 
tity of  sewage  flowing  from  the  town  sewer  and  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the  filter  beds,  and  has  also  caused  samples  of  the  water  of  the 
Assabet  River,  both  above  the  filter  beds  and  at  various  points  below  the 
beds,  to  be  analyzed. 

As  a  result  of  these  examinations,  the  Board  finds  that  the  quantity  of 
sewage  flowing  from  the  town  is  often  greatly  in  excess  of  the  capacity 
of  the  filter  beds  for  purifying  the  sewage,  and  that  much  crude  and  par- 
tially purified  sewage  is  discharged  into  the  Assabet  River,  or  into  small 
tributaries  of  that  stream  in  the  vicinity  of  the  filter  beds,  and  that  the 
quantity  so  discharged  is  at  times  the  greater  portion  of  the  flow  of  sew- 
age. It  also  appears  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  sludge  is  separated 
from  the  sewage  at  certain  periods  of  the  year,  and  that  part  of  it  is  dis- 
charged through  a  pipe  directly  into  a  meadow  or  swamp  through  which 
water  flows  to  the  Assabet  River. 

The  plans  for  a  system  of  sewage  disposal  presented  to  this  Board  by 
the  authorities  of  the  town  of  Westborough,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter 
375  of  the  Acts  of  1888,  provided  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  of  the 
town  of  Westborough  by  intermittent  filtration ;  and  the  discharge  of  un- 
purified sewage  into  the  Assabet  River  or  any  of  its  tributaries  has  never 
been  contemplated  in  any  plan  presented  to  this  Board,  and  is  inadmissible. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1893  your  Board  requested  the  State  Board 
of  Health  to  examine  your  sewage-disposal  works,  and  advise  the  town  in 
the  matter  of  sewage  disposal.  The  Board  advised  you  then,  as  on  a  pre- 
vious occasion,  very  definitely  as  to  how  you  should  proceed  to  pi^ovide  a 
proper  system  of  sewage  disposal,  and  offered  to  assist  you  in  determining 
the  suitability  of  materials  obtained  from  test  pits  for  filtering  sewage,  and 
to  advise  you  as  to  any  new  plans  you  might  present.  It  appears  that 
since  that  advice  was  received  you  have  constructed  underdrains  beneath 
the  two  filter  beds  then  in  use,  and  graded  their  surfaces,  and  that  you 
have  provided  two  additional  filter  beds.  Recent  examinations  of  the 
filter  beds  show  that  the  two  which  were  originally  constructed  consist 
now  of  a  layer  of  coarse  gravel  at  the  surface,  beneath  which  the  soil  is 
very  fine,  and  that  the  fine  material  will  not  filter  any  considerable  quantity 
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of  sewage,  while  the  coarse  material  is  found  to  be  very  badly  clogged  with 
organic  matter ;  the  other  two  beds  are  composed  of  such  fine  material  that 
they  are  capable  of  purifying  very  little  sewage,  and  are  nearly  worthless 
for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  constructed.  In  making  the  changes 
ftDd  enlargements  of  the  works  it  does  not  appear  that  the  advice  of  any 
person  of  experience  in  matters  relating  to  sewage  disposal  was  followed, 
nor  was  any  further  advice  or  assistance  sought  for  from  this  Board. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  Assabet  River,  made  during  the 
nmmer  of  1898,  when,  however,  the  quantity  of  water  flowing  was  much 
greater  than  is  ordinarily  the  case  in  the  summer  season,  have  shown  that 
the  river  is  being  badly  polluted  by  the  sewage  of  the  town  of  Westborough, 
and  the  discharge  of  unpurified  sewage  into  the  stream  is  likely  to  prove 
aaerioos  nuisance  in  the  sunmier  season. 

Suitable  filter  beds  of  a  sufficient  area  will  have  to  be  constructed  in 
order  to  purify  the  sewage  of  Westborough,  and  the  Board  would  advise 
yon  to  proceed  with  the  necessary  work  without  delay. 

A  copy  of  the  reply  of  the  Board  to  the  selectmen  of  Northborough  is 
sent  you  herewith. 

Winchester.  An  application  was  received,  Dec.  14, 1897,  from 
the  water  board  of  Winchester,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  the  protection  of  the  water  supply  of  the  town  from  pollution. 
The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Feb.  3»  1896. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Dec.  14,  1897,  an  ap- 
plication for  advice  with  reference  to  protecting  the  purity  of  the  water 
supply  of  the  town  of  Winchester,  which  is  at  present  furnished  by  three 
reservoirs,  known  as  the  north  reservoir,  middle  reservoir  and  south  reser- 
Toir.  It  is  stated,  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Winchester  water  board  for 
1894,  that  the  water-shed  of  the  middle  and  south  reservoirs  contains  no 
dwelling-houses,  and  all  of  the  land  within  the  water-shed  of  these  reser- 
voirs, with  the  exception  of  about  three  acres  of  the  water-shed  of  the 
middle  reservoir,  are  within  the  Middlesex  Fells  park  reservation.  There 
appear  to  be  no  sources  of  pollution  upon  the  water-sheds,  and,  if  the  use 
of  these  reservoirs  and  their  water-sheds  by  visitors  is  restricted  and 
properly  supervised,  there  need  be  no  danger  of  pollution  from  this  cause. 

The  water-shed  of  the  north  reservoir  is  only  partially  within  the  park 
reservation,  and  at  its  upper  end  it  includes  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
village  of  Stoneham.  The  portion  of  the  village  that  is  within  the  water- 
shed is  said  to  be  partially  provided  with  sewers ;  but  the  population  ap- 
pears to  be  increasing  rapidly,  and  many  of  the  houses  are  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Dyke's  Brook,  the  main  feeder  of  the  reseiToir  and  its  tribu- 
taries.   Moreover,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land  within  the  water-shed 
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but  outside  the  reservation  is  said  to  be  highly  cultivated,  and  there  is 
much  danger  of  the  pollution  of  the  stream  by  manure  used  on  these  lands. 

An  examination  of  the  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  the 
water  of  this  reservoir  collected  during  the  past  ten  years  show  a  very 
decided  increase  in  the  quantity  of  chlorine  present,  which  is  undoubtedly 
due  to  the  increasing  pollution  by  sewage  of  the  main  feeder  of  the  reser- 
voir, and  the  existence  of  these  conditions  endangers  the  health  of  those 
using  the  water;  for,  while  under  ordinary  conditions  the  water  of  the 
brook,  which  enters  the  reservoir  near  its  upper  end,  might  be  purified 
by  long  storage  in  the  reservoir  before  reaching  the  supply  main  of  the 
town,  it  is  possible  that,  should  a  high  flow  in  the  stream  occur  when  the 
water  in  the  reservoir  is  low,  the  brook  water  would  flow  quickly  to 
the  lower  end  of  the  reservoir  and  enter  the  pipe,  with  but  little  improve- 
ment by  storage. 

The  pollution  of  the  brook  can  probably  be  prevented,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  by  careful  inspection  of  the  water-shed ;  but  it  is  not  feasible,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  prevent  wholly  the  pollution  of  the  brook  by  this 
method,  and  the  cost  of  inspection  would  be  considerable.  It  is  possible 
to  filter  the  water  of  the  brook  before  it  enters  the  reservoir,  and  make  It 
in  this  way  a  safe  water  for  drinking ;  but  the  cost  of  suitable  works  for 
the  filtration  of  the  water  at  all  times  would  be  large. 

Examinations  made  by  your  board  in  previous  years  indicate  that  it  is 
feasible  at  small  expense  to  divert  all  of  the  water  of  the  water-shed  of 
Dyke's  Brook  that  is  not  within  the  park  reservation  into  the  stream  below 
the  north  reservoir ;  and,  while  this  would  reduce  considerably  the  yield 
of  this  source,  this  plan  seems  at  present  to  be  the  most  practicable  and 
satisfactory  method  of  preventing  the  pollution  of  this  reservoir. 

The  Board  would  advise  that  measures  be  taken  without  delay  to  prevent 
the  further  pollution  of  the  reservoir  from  the  population  at  present  living 
upon  its  water-shed. 

WoBURN.  An  application  was  received  from  the  board  of  public 
works  of  Wobum  for  the  opinion  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  as  to 
whether  the  water  of  Horn  Pond  is  being  polluted  by  the  water  flowing 
into  it  from  Fowle  Brook,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  pond.  The 
Board  replied  to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

JVNB  3»  1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  May  1, 1898,  an  appli- 
cation for  advice  as  to  whether  the  water  of  Horn  Pond  is  being  polluted 
by  the  water  fiowing  into  it  from  Put  Fowle  Brook,  so  called,  one  of  the 
tributaries  of  the  pond.  , 

The  Board  has  caused  the  water-shed  of  the  brook  and  the  water-sheds 
of  its  two  principal  branches,  known  as  Cummingsville  Brook  and  Gard- 
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ner^s  Brook,  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers,  and  has  caused  samples 
of  the  water  of  the  two  last-mentioned  streams  to  be  analyzed.  The  re- 
sults of  these  analyses  indicate  that  the  water  of  Gardner's  Brook  receives 
hut  little  pollution,  but  that  Cummingsville  Brook  is  seriously  polluted. 

The  water-shed  of  Gardner's  Brook  is  sparsely  populated,  and  there 
appears  to  be  no  serious  source  of  pollution  upon  this  water-shed.  The 
water-shed  of  Cummingsville  Brook  includes  a  considerable  population  in 
the  village  of  Cummingsville,  and  the  stream  is  probably  polluted  to  some 
extent  by  sewage  from  houses  located  close  to  the  stream  and  its  tributaries. 
A  short  distance  south  of  the  village  there  is  a  very  large  piggery  located 
do8e  to  the  brook,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  stream  receives  a  large  amount 
of  pollution  from  this  establishment. 

The  water-shed  of  Put  Fowle  Brook  below  the  junction  of  Gardner's  and 
Commingsville  brooks  appears  to  contain  no  sources  of  serious  pollution. 

The  examinations  made  by  the  Board  indicate  that  some  of  the  other 
feeders  of  Horn  Pond  are  seriously  polluted. 

The  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Wobum  is  drawn  from  a  filter-gallery 
located  near  the  shore  of  Horn  Pond.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from 
Horn  Pond  and  from  the  filter-gallery  indicate  that  about  90  per  cent,  of 
the  water  drawn  from  the  filter-gallery  comes  from  Horn  Pond  by  filtration 
through  the  ground.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  desirable  to 
prevent  the  pollution  of  the  waters  of  the  pond  or  any  of  its  feeders. 

Should  other  means  fail,  the  city  authorities  can  probably  prevent  the 
pollution  of  Horn  Pond  or  any  of  its  feeders  by  taking  action  under  the 
aathority  of  chapter  80,  section  96  of  the  Public  Statutes. 

Ice  Supplies. 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  action  of  the  Board  during 
the  past  year  in  reply  to  applications  for  advice  relative  to  sources 
of  ice  supply :  — 

AcTOX.  An  application  was  received,  Nov.  26,  1898,  from  Mr. 
Freeman  W.  Robbins  of  Acton,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board  relative 
to  the  use  of  ice  from  a  pond  in  East  Acton.  The  Board  replied  to 
this  application  as  follows  :  — 

Jan.  5,  1899. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  November  26,  an 
application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  use  of  ice  from  a  small  artificial 
pond  in  the  village  of  East  Acton,  and  has  caused  the  pond  and  its  sur- 
roondings  to  be  examined  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  a  sample  of  the  water 
to  be  analyzed. 

The  water  does  not  at  present  contain  any  evidence  of  sewage  pollution, 
^  there  appear  to  be  no  sources  of  sewage  pollution  upon  the  water-shed. 
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In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  source  is  a  suitable  one  from  which  to  take 
ice  for  domestic  purposes.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  pond,  which  is 
formed  by  flooding  a  meadow  to  a  slight  depth,  it  is  desirable  to  aymd 
flooding  it  until  the  beginning  of  winter,  as  otherwise  much  organic  matter 
of  vegetable  origin  may  be  taken  up  by  the  water  from  the  bottom  of  the 
pond. 

HoLTOKE.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water  commis- 
sioners of  Holyoke,  Nov.  16,  1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  ice  to  be  cut  from  Ashley  Pond, 
one  of  the  sources  of  the  city  water  supply.  The  Board  replied  to 
this  application  as  follows :  — 

Dbo.  2, 189S. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Nov.  16, 1898,  a  com- 
munication  requesting  advice  as  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  ice  to  be 
cut  from  Ashley  Pond,  one  of  the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  city  of 
Holyoke.  Accompanying  the  application  was  a  plan  showing  the  water- 
shed of  the  pond,  the  place  where  the  ice  houses  are  to  be  located  and  the 
place  where  it  is  proposed  to  cut  the  ice. 

The  Board  has  caused  the  locality  to  be  examined  by  its  engineer,  and 
has  carefully  considered  the  proposed  plan.  It  appears  that  mudi  improve- 
ment has  been  made  in  and  about  the  shores  of  Ashley  Pond ;  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  water-shed  of  the  pond  is  now  controlled  by  the  city 
of  Holyoke,  and  that  all  sources  of  pollution  have  been  removed  therefrom. 
It  is  very  desirable,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  that  ice  used  for  domestic 
purposes  should  be  taken  from  sources  free  from  sewage  contamination ; 
and  it  is  probably  safe  to  allow  the  cutting  of  ice  upon  Ashley  Pond  or  one 
of  its  arms,  provided  that  inspectors  be  employed  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  the  city,  and  that  other  suitable  precautions  be  taken  to  prevent  pol- 
lution of  the  water. 

The  ice  houses  proposed  in  your  application  would  be  located  within  the 
water-shed  of  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Ashley  Pond,  and  drainage  from 
the  vicinity  of  these  houses  would  flow  naturally  into  the  pond.  It  appears 
to  be  feasible  to  divert  from  Ashley  Pond  tlie  portion  of  the  water-shed 
upon  which  the  proposed  ice  houses  will  be  located,  and  thereby  prevent 
any  drainage  from  this  region  from  entering  the  pond ;  but,  in  order  to  do 
this,  it  would  be  necessary  for  the  city  to  deprive  itself  of  the  yield  of 
about  100  acres  of  water-shed,  which  of  course  represents  a  considerable 
value. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that,  having 
secured  control  of  the  water-shed  of  this  pond,  —  your  principal  source 
of  water  supply,  —  with  the  view  of  protecting  it  from  pollution,  it  would 
not  be  wise  to  grant  away  any  rights  to  its  occupation,  or  to  allow  the  con- 
struction or  use  of  buildings  within  this  water-shed. 
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Lexington.  An  application  was  received  from  the  water  com- 
missioners of  Lexington,  Nov.  14,  1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
tdative  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  ice  to  be  cut  from  the  reservoir 
used  by  the  town  as  a  source  of  water  supply.  The  Board  replied 
to  this  application  as  follows :  — 

Jan.  6, 1899. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  carefully  considered  your  application  for 
advice  with  reference  to  cutting  and  taking  ice  for  domestic  purposes  from 
the  reservoir  of  the  Lexington  water  works,  situated  at  the  head  waters 
of  Vine  Brook,  and  has  caused  the  reservoir  and  its  water-shed  to  be  ex- 
amined by  one  of  its  engineers. 

It  appears  that  the  reservoir  in  question  is  not  at  present  used  for  the 
aapply  of  the  town,  and  is  not  likely  to  be  used  except  in  the  drier  por- 
tkm  of  the  year,  when  the  other  sources  of  water  supply  may  not  yield  a 
BuflScient  quantity  of  water  for  the  town.  It  also  appears  that  provision 
has  been  made  whereby  drainage  from  the  only  source  of  sewage  pollution 
apon  the  water-shed  can  be  diverted  therefrom ;  and  if  this  is  done,  this 
reservoir  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  a  suitable  source  of  ice 
supply. 

The  Board  can  see  no  objection  to  granting  the  privilege  of  cutting  ice 
from  this  reservoir,  under  present  conditions ;  but,  in  view  of  the  possi- 
bility that  this  source  may  be  drawn  upon  for  water-supply  purposes  at 
any  time,  the  Board  would  advise  tliat  the  right  to  enter  upon  the  reser- 
voir and  cut  or  remove  ice  therefrom  be  kept  under  the  control  and  super- 
Tision  of  the  water  board,  that  any  new  buildings  which  may  be  necessary 
be  kept  off  of  the  water-shed,  and  that  inspectors  be  employed  to  prevent 
danger  of  pollution  of  the  water  by  those  engaged  in  any  work  connected 
with  cutting  or  removing  the  ice. 

North  Adams.  An  application  was  received  from  the  board  of 
health  of  North  Adams,  April  11,  1898,  for  the  advice  of  the  Board 
relative  to  certain  ponds  in  that  city  used  as  sources  of  ice  supply. 
Ike  Board  replied  to  this  application  as  foUows  :  — 

Mat  5, 1898. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  April  11,  1898,  an 
Application  for  advice  with  reference  to  the  sources  of  ice  supply  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  city  of  North  Adams,  from  which  ice  is  harvested  for 
domestic  purposes,  and  has  caused  an  examination  of  these  sources  to 
be  made  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  samples  of  the  water  and  ice  to  be 
toalyzed.  The  sources  examined  were  as  follows:  Orr's  Pond,  or  the 
Lower  Pond  in  Flaggs  Meadow,  Zylonite  Pond,  Reservoir  Pond,  Blackin- 
ton  Pond,  Kemp's  Pond,  Hudson  Brook  Pond  and  Stamford  reservoir. 
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Orr's  Pond  is  so  situated  with  reference  to  the  south  branch  of  the 
Hoosac  River  that  at  times  the  river  water  flows  into  the  pond,  even  when 
the  river  is  not  at  an  extraordinarily  high  level.  This  stream  receives 
domestic  and  manafacturing  sewage  from  the  town  of  Adams,  aitnated 
on  the  stream  above  the  pond.  There  are,  moreover,  several  houses  and 
stables  on  the  water-shed  of  the  pond,  drainage  from  which  enters  one 
of  the  feeders  of  the  pond.  Under  the  present  circumstances,  this  pond 
must  be  considered  a  dangerous  source  from  which  to  take  ice  for  house- 
hold use,  where  it  is  to  come  in  contact  with  food  or  drinking  water. 

Zylonite  Pond  is  situated  in  the  northerly  portion  of  the  town  of  Adams, 
near  the  works  of  the  Zylonite  Manufacturing  Company,  and  ice  from  it 
is  said  to  be  sold  in  Adams  and  in  North  Adams.  The  pond  receives  its 
water  chiefly  from  a  small  drainage  area,  upon  which  are  located  several 
dwelling-houses,  three  of  which  are  quite  close  to  the  principal  feeder  of 
the  pond,  which  is  polluted  by  drainage  from  these  sources.  In  its  present 
state  the  source  is  not  a  suitable  one  from  which  to  take  ice  for  domestic 
use ;  but,  if  the  pollution  of  the  water  of  this  pond  from  houses  on  the 
water-shed  is  prevented,  the  ice  from  this  source  could  be  used  with 
safety. 

The  water  of  Reservoir  Pond  does  not  appear  to  be  exposed  to  pollution 
by  sewage,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  think  that  ice  cut  from  this  source 
will  be  injurious  to  health. 

Blackinton  Pond  is  situated  in  Williamstown,  Just  below  the  village  of 
Blackinton,  and  is  practically  an  arm  of  the  Hoosac  River,  with  which  it 
is  connected  by  a  culvert  beneath  the  Fitchburg  Railroad,  although  the 
pond  has  a  very  small  water-shed  of  its  own.  The  water  from  the  river 
flows  through  this  culvert  into  the  pond  when  the  river  rises,  and  in  the 
opposite  direction  when  the  river  falls.  The  Hoosac  River  above  this 
pond  receives  all  domestic  and  manufacturing  sewage  from  Adams  and 
North  Adams  and  from  the  factories  along  its  banks,  and  in  its  present 
state  it  is  a  highly  polluted  stream.  Moreover,  the  small  water-shed  of 
the  pond  also  contains  several  houses.  Blackinton  Pond  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Board,  a  very  dangerous  source  from  which  to  take  ice  for  domestic 
use. 

Kemp's  Pond  is  a  very  small  artificial  pond,  situated  in  the  easterly  por- 
tion of  North  Adams,  and  the  quantity  of  ice  cut  from  it  is  said  to  be  very 
small.  The  pond  is  exposed  to  pollution  by  one  dwelling-house,  situated 
about  60  feet  from  the  shore  of  the  pond ;  and,  if  the  use  of  this  pond  as 
a  source  of  ice  supply  for  domestic  purposes  is  to  be  continued,  the  drain- 
age from  this  house  should  be  prevented  from  entering  the  pond. 

Hudson  Brook  Pond  is  a  very  small  artificial  reservoir,  formed  by  a  dam 
across  Hudson  Brook,  one  of  the  principal  tributaries  of  the  north  branch 
of  the  Hoosac  River.  There  are  no  immediate  sources  of  pollution  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  pond,  but  there  are  a  few  houses  situated  near  the  banks 
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of  the  brook,  and  in  connection  with  some  of  these  houses  there  are  stables 

ntuated  very  close  to  the  brook.     The  pond  would  appear,  however,  to 

be  a  suitable  source  of  ice  supply,  if  care  is  taken  to  prevent  its  pollution 

from  the  few  buildings  situated  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  stream  or 

its  tributaries,  above  the  pond. 

Stamford  reservoir  is  located  at  the  head  waters  of  the  north  branch  of 
the  Hoosac  River,  in  the  town  of  Clarksburg,  and  is  the  most  important 
toarce  of  ice  supply  of  North  Adams.  There  is  a  considerable  number 
of  houses  on  the  water-shed,  a  few  of  which  are  situated  very  close  to  the 
itreams  which  feed  the  reservoir.  If  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
poQutioQ  of  the  reservoir  from  these  houses,  the  source  is  a  satisfactory 
<me  from  which  to  obtain  ice  for  domestic  uses. 

North  Adams.  An  application  was  received,  Nov.  10,  1898, 
from  the  board  of  health  of  North  Adams,  for  advice  relative  to  the 
propriety  of  using  the  Deerfield  River,  near  the  Hoosac  Tunnel,  as  a 
source  of  ice  supply.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 

Dbo.  2»  1S98. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  received  from  you,  on  Nov.  10,  1898,  a  re- 
quest for  advice  as  to  the  use  of  the  Deerfield  River,  near  Hoosac  Tunnel, 
M  a  source  of  ice  supply,  the  ice  to  be  cut  from  the  pond  created  by  a  dam 
across  the  river  near  the  entrance  to  the  tunnel,  and  has  caused  a  general 
examination  of  this  source  to  be  made  by  one  of  its  engineers  and  samples 
of  the  water  to  be  analyzed.  The  results  of  these  analyses  indicate  that 
the  water  is  of  good  quality  for  the  purposes  of  an  ice  supply. 

The  river  above  Hoosac  Tunnel  has  a  water-shed  of  about  254  square 
miles,  as  measured  from  the  available  maps  of  the  region ;  and  the  popu- 
lation upon  this  water-shed  is  very  small,  the  only  notable  sources  of  pol- 
lution being  three  mills,  one  located  at  Monroe  Bridge,  7  miles  above 
Hoosac  Tunnel,  and  the  others  at  Readsboro,  4  miles  further  up  stream, 
and  possibly  the  farm-house  and  stable  a  short  distance  above  the  dam. 

If  such  precautions  as  may  be  found  necessary  are  taken  to  prevent 
iojoiy  to  the  ice  from  the  sources  referred  to,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Deerfield  River  at  Hoosac  Tunnel  will  be  an  excellent  source  from 
which  to  take  ice  for  domestic  purposes. 

Worcester.  An  application  was  received,  on  Dec.  10,  1898, 
from  the  Curtis  Manufacturing  Company  of  Worcester,  for  advice  as 
to  the  use  of  Curtis  Pond  in  that  city  as  a  source  of  ice  supply 
for  domestic  purposes.  The  Board  replied  to  this  application  as 
follows :  — 
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Jan.  10, 1899. 

In  accordance  with  yonr  request  for  advice  as  to  the  suitability  of  Curtis 
Pond,  in  the  city  of  Worcester,  as  a  source  of  ice  supply,  the  Board  has 
caused  an  examination  of  the  pond  to  be  made  by  one  of  its  engineers  and 
a  sample  of  the  water  to  be  analyzed. 

The  results  of  the  examination  show  that  there  are  several  factories  and 
dwelling-houses  located  near  the  stream,  for  the  most  part  at  considerable 
distances  above  the  pond,  from  some  of  which  polluting  matters  enter  the 
stream.  These  would  render  this  pond  an  unsatisfactory  source  from 
which  to  obtain  ice  for  use  in  drinking  waters,  and  the  Board  knows  of  but 
one  way  to  obtain  ice  from  such  a  pond  that  can  be  so  used  with  safety. 
This  is,  to  remove  from  the  ice,  after  cutting,  the  first  inch  of  ice  that 
formed  upon  the  pond  and  all  of  the  ice  which  formed  above  this  first  inch, 
from  snow  or  rain  or  flooding,  and  retain  for  use  only  the  clear  ice  which 
formed  under  the  first  inch. 

If  such  a  course  be  followed  with  the  ice  of  Curtis  Pond,  the  ice  thus 
retained  can  be  safely  used  for  domestic  purposes. 

Public  Institutions  (Chapter  101,  Acts  of  1886,  Section  4). 

The  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded.  An 
application  was  received,  in  November,  1898,  from  the  trustees  of 
the  Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded,  for  the  advice  of  the 
Board,  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  101  of  the  Acts  of  1886, 
relative  to  the  propriety  of  taking  certain  land  in  the  town  of  Tem- 
pleton,  comprising  about  2,000  acres,  for  the  location  of  a  colony 
of  the  School  for  the  Feeble-minded.  The  Board  caused  the  proposed 
locality  to  be  examined,  and  replied  as  follows :  — 

Dec.  2, 1896. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  for  the  approval  of  this  Board,  under 
the  provisions  of  chapter  101  of  the  Acts  of  1886,  section  4,  of  a  certain 
tract  of  land  in  Templeton  as  a  location  for  a  colony  of  the  Massachusetts 
School  for  the  Feeble-minded,  the  Board  has  caused  an  examination  of  the 
land  to  be  made. 

The  proposed  tract  comprises  about  2,000  acres,  more  or  less,  lying  in 
the  north-west  part  of  the  town  of  Templeton,  between  Beaver  Brook  and 
Crow  Hill  Brook,  so  called,  and  the  road  running  from  Baldwinville  to 
South  Royalston. 

The  Board  has  voted  to  approve  the  aforesaid  tract  as  suitable  for  the 
purpose  named  in  your  application. 


Examination  of  Water  Supplies. 
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EXPLANATORY  NOTE. 

The  systematic  ezamiDation  of  the  water  supplies  of  Massachusetts  was  begun  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health  June  1,  1887,  and  has  been  continued  up  to  the  present 
time.  The  results  of  the  investigations  which  were  made  during  the  first  two  years 
were  published  In  the  special  report  of  the  Board  upon  the  Examination  of  Water 
Supplies  (1890),  and  the  results  of  examinations  made  in  succeeding  years  have 
been  published  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Board  beginning  with  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Annual  Report  (1890). 

The  special  report  upon  the  Examination  of  Water  Supplies  contains  descriptions 
of  each  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  State  existing  at  the  date  of  that  report,  and  the 
results  of  chemical  and  microscopical  examinations  of  samples  of  water  collected 
from  the  principal  sources  of  supply.  The  annual  reports,  beginning  with  the  re- 
port for  the  year  1890,  contain  descriptions  of  all  new  works  and  the  Important 
changes  In  existing  works,  together  with  the  results  of  the  chemical  and  microscopi- 
cal examinations  which  have  been  made  of  the  various  sources  of  supply.  In  the 
more  recent  reports,  yearly  averages  of  the  chemical  analyses  of  those  sources 
which  have  been  examined  regularly  for  a  number  of  years  have  also  been  given. 

In  the  present  report  It  has  been  thought  advisable.  In  certain  cases,  where  a  num- 
ber of  samples  from  one  source  have  been  analyzed  during  the  year,  and  the  results 
of  the  various  analyses  show  no  marked  changes  from  time  to  time,  to  omit  the  re- 
mits of  the  analysis  of  each  Individual  sample,  and  to  give  only  the  average  of  the 
results  of  all  the  analyses  of  the  water  of  this  source  made  during  the  year. 

The  average  analyses  of  former  years  are  generally  omitted,  except  those  of 
soarces  in  which  there  has  been  some  marked  change  in*  the  character  of  the  water 
during  the  period  covered  by  the  examinations. 

Microscopical  examinations  have  been  made  of  nearly  all  of  the  samples  of  water 
which  have  been  examined  chemically,  and  the  methods  employed  have  remained  un- 
changed. The  results  of  these  examinations  have  been  generally  omitted  in  this 
report,  except  in  cases  where  certain  organisms  which  are  known  to  have  given 
trouble  in  water  supplies  by  causing  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors  have  been  found 
hi  considerable  numbers. 

In  cases  where  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  and  the  surroundings  of  the  source 
woqM  assist  materially  in  understanding  and  interpreting  the  analyses,  a  brief  de- 
scription of  the  source  is  presented,  and  in  some  cases  a  statement  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  water,  as  indicated  by  previous  analyses,  is  given.  The  descriptions  of 
sources  have  in  many  cases  been  obtained  from  reports  of  engineers,  and  in  others, 
^m  personal  investigation  by  members  of  the  engineering  force  of  the  Board. 
The  information  as  to  sizes  of  ponds  and  of  their  drainage  areas  has  generally  been 
obtained  from  the  most  recent  maps,  and  the  areas  of  water-sheds  include  In  all  cases 
the  areas  of  water  surfaces.  The  population  on  water-sheds  has  been  estimated  from 
the  census  of  1895. 
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In  this  report,  as  in  former  reports,  an  alphabetical  arrangement  by  towns  has 
been  followed,. the  source  of  supply  being  tabulated  under  the  name  of  the  town 
supplied,  except  that  the  description  and  analyses  of  the  sources  used  for  the  supply 
of  the  Metropolitan  Water  District  are  placed  at  the  beginning.  Waters  not  used  as 
sources  of  supply  are  tabulated  under  the  name  of  the  towns  in  which  they  are  sit- 
uated. The  analyses  of  samples  collected  ft'om  rivers  not  used  directly  as  sources 
of  water  supply  are  given  In  a  subsequent  chapter  on  the  "  Examination  of  Rivers," 
and  the  results  are  tabulated  alphabetically  by  the  name  of  the  river. 

The  method  of  making  the  chemical  examinations  has  not  been  changed  during 
the  past  year.  All  surface  waters  and  such  samples  of  ground  water  as  contain  sus- 
pended matter  are  filtered  through  filter-paper  before  determining  the  color,  the  resi- 
due on  evaporation,  the  albuminoid  ammonia  in  solution  and  the  oxygen  consumed. 
Some  ground  waters  which  are  perfectly  clear  and  colorless  when  drawn  ttom  the 
ground  become  turbid  and  colored  on  standing,  in  consequence  of  the  oxidation  of 
the  iron  which  they  contain.  In  these  waters  the  residue  on  evaporation  is  deter- 
mined without  filtration,  since  this  iron  is  an  essential  and  not  an  accidental  ingre- 
dient in  the  water.  In  the  changes  which  accompany  the  oxidation  of  the  iron 
in  waters  of  this  character,  they  become  first  cloudy  (well  described  by  the  word 
milky) ,  and  finally  deposit  a  precipitate  of  oxide  of  iron.  In  the  cloudy  condition 
they  have  a  distinct  color,  which,  while  it  does  not  have  the  same  signiflcance  as 
in  the  case  of  surface  waters,  and  is  only  a  passing  phenomenon,  is,  nevertheless, 
of  interest,  as  showing  a  color  which  the  water  may  assume  while  the  oxidation  of 
the  iron  is  in  progress.  When  the  iron  is  all  oxidized  and  precipitated  the  wator 
may  become  colorless  again.  In  some  cases,  however,  the  Iron  occurs  in  combina- 
tion with  organic  matter,  forming  a  much  more  stable  body.  In  such  cases  the  water 
is  of  a  brown  color  when  first  drawn  from  the  ground,  and,  while  the  iron  begins 
to  oxidize  soon  after  the  water  is  exposed  to  the  air,  the  process  goes  on  slowly, 
and  the  water  may  remain  colored  and  iron  continue  to  precipitate  for  a  long  time. 

The  color  of  the  water  is  expressed  by  numbers,  which  increase  with  the  amount 
of  color.  The  standards  used  are  natural  waters,  the  color  of  which  has  been  accu- 
rately determined  by  comparing  them  with  the  nesslerized  ammonia  standards  which 
were  described  on  page  6S1  of  the  Special  Report  upon  the  Examination  of  Water 
Supplies  (1890),  and  on  page  829  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1892.  By  using  natural 
waters  as  standards  for  comparison,  the  apparent  rather  than  the  actual  color  is 
obtained,  as  a  natural  water  nearly  always  has  a  greater  or  less  turbidity,  which 
gives  the  water  the  appearance  of  having  a  greater  color  than  the  water  would  have 
if  there  were  no  turbidity. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  1898  was  exceptionally  heavy,  especially  during  some  of 
the  summer  months,  in  consequence  of  which  the  flow  of  the  streams  was  very  laige 
during  that  portion  of  the  year  when  the  flow  is  usually  smallest,  and  the  water  in 
the  storage  reservoirs  and  ponds  was  consequently  kept  at  a  high  level  in  the  summer. 
The  ground-water  level  was  also  much  higher  than  is  usual  during  an  ordinary  year. 
The  eflect  of  these  conditions  upon  the  sources  of  water  supply  has  been  to  prevent 
troubles  which  often  occur  from  the  lowering  of  water  in  ponds  and  storage  res- 
ervoirs, and  the  troubles  whicn  frequently  occur  in  ground  waters  from  imperfect 
filtration  at  times  when  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  ground  has  been  lowered  consid- 
erably. Tables  showing  the  daily  rainfall  at  various  places  in  the  State,  the  average 
rainfall  for  a  large  number  of  years  and  the  flow  of  some  of  the  streams  in  the 
State,  are  given  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  entitled  *^  Water  Supply  Statistics  and  Flow 
of  Streams.*' 
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Water  Supply  of  the  Metroi'Olitan  Water  District. 

By  the  provisions  of  chapter  488  of  the  Acts  of  1895,  entitled 
**  An  Act  to  provide  for  a  Metropolitan  Water  Supply,"  a  Metro- 
politan Water  District  was  created,  to  include  the  cities  of  Boston, 
Chelsea,  Everett,  Maiden,  Medford,  Newton  and  Somerville,  and 
the  towns  of  Belmont,  Hyde  Park,  Melrose,  Revere,  Watertown 
and  Winthrop.  In  accordance  with  a  provision  made  in  the  act  for 
the  admission  of  other  cities  and  towns,  the  city  of  Quincy  and 
town  of  Nahant  have  been  admitted  to  the  district,  and,  by  an 
igreement  entered  into  Dee.  2,  1898,  a  supply  of  water  is  to  be 
famished  by  the  district  to  the  town  of  Swampscott  for  a  term  of 
years. 

The  Metropolitan  Water  Board,  instituted  under  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Act,  began  in  1895  the  construction  of  works  to  supply 
the  Metropolitan  Water  District  with  water  from  the  South  Branch 
of  the  Nashua  River,  in  connection  >vith  some  of  the  former  sources 
of  supply  of  the  city  of  Boston.  On  Jan.  1,  1898,  the  Board,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  took  possession  of  Mystic 
Lake,  the  aqueduct,  pumping  station  and  distributing  resers'^oir,  the 
Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  and  pumping  station,  and  all  the  lands, 
reservoirs,  pumps,  dams,  aqueducts,  pipes  and  other  property  west 
of  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir  held  by  the  city  of  Boston,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  storing  and  supplying  water  and  protecting  its  purity,  in- 
cluding all  of  the  Sudbury  and  Cochituato  works. 

The  Sudbury  and  Cochituate  sources  formerly  owned  by  the  city 
of  Boston  are  retained  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  for  use 
b  supplying  the  district ;  but  Mystic  Lake,  from  which  the  water 
supply  of  the  cities  of  Somerville,  Chelsea  and  Everett  and  a  por- 
tion of  Boston  was  formerly  derived,  has  been  abandoned  as  a 
source  of  water  supply.     Spot  Pond,  which  was  formerly  the  chief 
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source  of  supply  of  Maiden,  Medford  and  Melrose,  is  to  be  used  in 
the  future  as  a  distributing  reservoir  for  the  Metropolitan  District, 
and  material  changes  are  being  made  in  the  pond  and  its  surroundings. 

The  water  of  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  the  new 
source  of  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  District,  is  taken  at  a 
point  above  Clinton  where  the  river  has  a  water-shed  of  118.2 
square  miles.  This  water-shed  contains  no  large  towns  and  is  very 
sparsely  settled,  the  entire  area  having  a  population  of  about  69  per- 
sons per  square  mile,  and  the  population  is  decreasing.  Much  of 
the  water-shed  is  hillj'  and  even  mountainous,  Mt.  Wachusett  at  the 
northerly  side  of  the  water-shed  being  the  highest  elevation.  The 
valleys  are  generally  quite  steep,  and  the  areas  of  swampy  land  are 
small  as  compared  with  the  Sudbury  River  water-shed.  The  nature 
of  the  land  is,  moreover,  such  that  it  is  not  highly  cultivated. 

Water  from  Nashua  River  is  conveyed  to  the  Sudbury  Reservoir 
(formerly  known  as  Reservoir  No.  6  of  the  city  of  Boston) ,  through 
the  Wachusett  Aqueduct,  and  an  open  channel  in  the  bed  of  Stony 
Brook,  a  total  distance  of  12  miles.  The  Sudbury  Reservoir  was 
taken  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  in  January,  1896,  when 
partially  constructed,  and  was  completed  and  first  used  in  the  early 
part  of  1898.  This  reservoir  is  the  largest  of  the  various  reservoirs 
available  for  the  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  District.  From  the 
Sudbury  Reservoir  water  flows  through  the  open  channel  of  Stony 
Brook  to  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  3  (formerly  known  as  Reser- 
voir No.  3  of  the  city  of  Boston),  and  from  this  reservoir  two  48- 
inch  pipes  convey  the  water  to  the  head  of  the  Sudbury  Aqueduct, 
which  extends  from  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  1  to  Chestnut  Hill 
Reservoir,  a  distance  of  17.4  miles. 

Framingham  Reservoir  No.  1  (formerly  Reservoir  No.  1  of  the 
Boston  Water  Works )  is  located  at  the  confluence  of  Stony  Brook 
with  the  Sudbury  River,  and  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2  (for- 
merly Reservoir  No.  2  of  the  Boston  Water  Works)  is  located  on 
the  Sudbury  River  just  above  Reservoir  No.  1.  There  are  three 
other  large  reservoirs,  located  on  tributaries  of  the  Sudbury  River, 
now  under  the  control  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board;  viz., 
Ashland  Reservoir  (formerly  known  as  Reservoir  No.  4),  located 
on  Cold  Spring  Brook ;  Hopkinton  Reservoir  (formerly  known  as 
Reservoir  No.  6),  located  on  Indian  Brook;  and  Whitehall  Reser- 
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voir  (formerly  known  as  Whitehall  Pond,  or  Reservoir  No.  8),  lo- 
cated near  the  headwaters  of  the  Sudbury  River.  Water  from  the 
last  three  reservoirs  is  drawn  through  the  channels  of  the  brooks 
upon  which  the  reservoirs  are  built  to  the  Sudbury  River,  through 
which  it  flows  to  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2,  and  may  thence 
be  drawn  into  the  aqueduct  leading  to  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir. 
Farm  Pond  in  Framingham,  formerly  used  as  a  source  of  supply  for 
the  city  of  Boston,  is  now  controlled  by  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Board,  and  is  connected  with  the  Sudbury  Aqueduct.  Lake  Cochit- 
oate,  which  has  also  been  acquired  as  one  of  the  sources  of  supply 
of  the  district,  is  connected  by  a  separate  aqueduct  with  Chestnut 
Hill  Reservoir.  Dudley  Pond  is  a  tributary  of  Lake  Cochituate, 
and  its  waters  can  be  drawn  into  the  lake.  The  following  table 
gives  statistics  relating  to  the  various  reservoirs  and  lakes  above 
referred  to :  — 
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Maxlmam 

Depth 

of 

BMtrrolr 
(Feet). 

HAMB. 

Excloiivt  of 
BMenroIn 

ftbOTt 

(SquAre  Mllet). 

Total 

Contrlbatlng 

Water-shM 

(Square  Mllet). 

Water 
Surflice 
(Aorei). 

Capacity  of 

Befenrolr 

(U.  8.  Gallons). 

Bidbary  Reserrolr,    • 

22.28 

22.28* 

1,202 

7^,600,000 

67 

6.40 

27.68* 

263 

1,188,600,000 

26 

ftamtnghMn  Retervolr  No.  1,  . 

1.84 

74.66* 

143 

287,600,000 

16 

fnadnglb»m  BeMirolr  No.  2,  . 

28.60 

46.14 

184 

629,000,000 

18 

Aahlaad  Baiervoir,    . 

0.48 

6.43 

187 

1.416,400,000 

40 

HopkinUm  RManroir,        • 

6.86 

6.86 

186 

1,620,000,000 

66 

WUtehaU  BoMnroir, 

4.86 

4.36 

601 

1,266,000,000 

18 

FkrmPoDd,         .       .       .       . 

0.64 

0.64 

160 

167,600,000 

12 

Lik«Coebitiiate, 

18.87 

10.76 

no 

2,011,200,000 

72 

Dudley  Pond,      .       .       .       . 

0.88 

0.88 

03 

281,200,000 

20 

BpetPoDd 

2.00 

2.06 

301 

768,800.000 

88 

*  The  water-ahed  of  the  Naehua  River,  above  Clinton,  water  from  which  la  diverted  Into  Sndbary 
BMerroir,  haa  an  area  of  118.2  eqaare  mllea. 


Whitehall  Reservoir,  Farm  Pond,  Lake  Cochituate,  Dudley  Pond 
and  Spot  Pond  are  natural  ponds,  in  which  the  level  of  the  water 
has  been  raised  somewhat  by  damming  the  outlets.  Framingham 
reservoirs  Nos.  1,  2  and  3  are  artificial  reservoirs,  containing  on 
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the  bottom  mach  of  the  soil  and  organic  matter  which  was  on  ther- 
sor&ce  of  the  ground  before  the  reserroirs  were  constructed.     Sud* 
bury  Reserroiry  Ashland  Reserroir  and  Hopkinton  Reservoir  are 
artificial  reservoirs,  from  the  bottoms  of  which  all  of  the  soil  and 
organic  matter  have  been  removed. 

The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  began  to  supply  water  to  the 
Metropolitan  Water  District  Jan.  1,  1898,  and  during  the  year  the 
following  cities  and  towns  were  supplied,  either  wholly  or  in  part, 
with  water  from  these  works  :  — 


CITT  OE  TOWX. 


BoetoD, 

Somerville^ 

Chelsea, 

MaldeD, 

QuiDCT, 

Everett* 

Medford, 

Melrose, 

Watertown, 

Revere, 

Winthrop, 

BelmoDt, 

Total  population  of  cities  and  towns  supplied, . 


496,990 

52,900 

31,264 

29,706 

20,712 

18«578 

14,474 

11,965 

7,768 

7,428 

4,192 

2346 


696,062 


During  the  year  1898,  the  water  for  Boston  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  abore  table  was  taken  mainlv  from 
Franiingham  reservoirs  Xos.  1  and  2,  up  to  April  20,  and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  from  Framingham  Reservoir  Xo.  3.  The 
water  of  the  Nashua  River  has  been  discharged  through  the  Wachu- 
sott  Aqueiluct  into  the  Sudl>ury  Reservoir,  from  which  it  has  been 
drawn  into  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  3.  A  small  part  of  the 
supply  was  ftirnished  from  Lake  Cochituate  early  in  the  year,  and 
again  in  Soptemlvr  and  October.  The  water  of  Spot  Pond  has 
lieen  supplied  to  Melrose  and  occasionally  to  other  cities  and  towns 
in  the  northerly  j^art  of  the  district.  The  cities  of  Maiden,  Med- 
fonl  and  Quincy*  and  the  towns  of  Revere,  Winthrop,  Watertown 
and  IVluiont,  supplicil  themselves,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  during 
a  jH^rtion  of  the  year  with  water  from  local  sources. 
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(Semical  SxaminatUm  of  Water  from  the  Qumepoxel  Biver  in  ffolden. 

[PuU  par  100^.] 
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Chemical  Exantinatton  of  Water  from  the  South  Brandt  of  the  Ncukua  Sivt 
above  Oiintott. 
[Put*  p«r  IttOfiX.] 
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Otemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Sudbury  Reservoir,  collected  near  the 
Surface. 

[P.n.p,,  100,000.] 
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BfETBOPOIJTAN  WATEB  DISTRICT. 

Mietvicopteal  Examination  of  Water  from  Stidbury  Baervoir,  eolleeUd  near  i 

Sutfaet. 

[ITamb«r  of  orgudnu  pu  enbla  MotlmMar.} 
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Memeepieal  Sxamination  of  Water  from  Sudbury  Beaervoir,  eoQeeied  near  the 
Surface — CoDtiiiued. 

[NomtMr of  otsknlami pnnablii  sntlmator.] 
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METItOPOI.ITA.N  WATER  DI8TKICT. 

IGcroaeopieal  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Sudbury  Seeervoir,  eoUeeUd  near  C^ 
Surface — Concluded. 
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METROPOLITAN  WATBR  DISTBICT. 

MicroKopieal  Examination  of  Waier  from  Sudbury  Reservoir,  ooUecUd  nem 
Bottom  — Concluded. 
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MKTBOPOUTAN  WATER  DISTRICT. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  3, 
Framingham. 
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Chtmieal  Examiiial«m  of  Water  Jrom  Hopkinton  Rtiervoir,  collected  near  the 
Surface. 
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Oumical  ExaminaUon  of  Water  from  Aahland  Reservoir,  collected  near  Che 
Surface. 
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METROPOLITAN  WATER  DI8TEICT. 

Chemical  Examination  of   Water  from  AsMand  Beservoir,  coUeiUed  near  the 

BoUom. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  Framingham  Seservoir  No.  2. 
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METROPOLITAN  WATER  DISTRICT. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  CochitwUe  in  Wagland. 
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Microscopical  Examiiudion  of  Water  from  Lake  CochitvaU  in  Wayland. 

(Nimibar  of  orgnnlanu  p«r  cubic  cmllmsMr.] 
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Xiieroseopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  CochUuate  in  Wayland — 
Concluded. 
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Chemical  Examittation  of    Water  from  the  Terminal  Chamber  of  fAe  Sudbury 
Aqnediicl  at  Chetinul  Hill  Beaervoir. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  ft 
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Wateh  Supply  of  Abinqton  and  Rockland. 
The  aoarce  of  snpply  is  Big  Sandy  Pond  in  Pembroke,  a  natural 
pood  having  an  area  of  111  acres.  The  general  depth  of  the  pond 
is  aboat  15  feet,  its  maximum  depth  20  feet,  and  the  bottom  is  said 
to  contain  very  little  organic  matter.  Its  drainage  area,  including 
the  area  of  the  pond  and  of  Little  Sandy  Pond,  which  is  within 
this  water-abed,  is  1.15  square  miles,  and  this  area,  which  is  largely 
'covered  with  wood,  is  estimated  to  contain  a  permanent  population 
of  about  50  per  square  mile.  There  are  a  large  number  of  cottages 
on  the  shores  of  the  ponds  which  are  occupied  during  the  summer 
months. 

CKemJcal  Examination  of  Waterfront  Big  Sandy  Fund,  Ptmbnke. 
[Part*  par  lOO.DDO.] 
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of  Acton,  relative  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  an  artificial  pond  in 
'  Concord  as  a  source  of  ice  supply,  may  be  found  on  pages  123  and 
124  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  the  analysis  of  a  sample  of 
water  collected  from  the  pond  are  given  under  Concord,  on  page  188 
of  this  report. 
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ADAMS. 

Water  Supply  of  Adams  Fibe  District,  Adams. 
The  principal  sources  of  supply  are  two  mouDtain  streams  known 
as  Bassett  and  Dry  brooks,  but  water  is  also  sometimes  supplied 
from  a  well  owned  by  a  private  corporation  in  the  village,  and  other 
wells  located  in  the  valley  of  the  Hoosac  River  below  the  village 
have  been  used  at  times  in  previous  years.  The  Bassett  Brook 
water-shed,  which  has  an  area  of  2.6  square  miles,  is  an  unin- 
habited mountain  side.  The  water-shed  of  Dry  Brook  has  an  area ' 
of  7.8  square  miles,  and  contains  a  small  population.  The  water- 
shed is  mountainous,  but  tliere  is  a  small  area  of  nearly  level 
swampy  land  near  the  head  waters  of  the  brook. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Dry  Brook  Beservoir  in  Adams  and  Chethirt, 
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ADAMS. 

Chemicat  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Benfrew  Manufacturing 
Company,  Adami. 
[Puu  p«r  iw.ooa.] 
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AOAWAM. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  George  D.  Cooloy, 
with  reference  to  the  use  of  a  certain  spring  as  a  source  of  water 
Bopply  for  a  portion  of  the  village  of  Mittineague  iu  Agawam, 
may  be  found  on  pages  4  and  5  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  the 
chemical  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  spring  are 
as  follows :  — 

Otmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Spring  in  the  Village  of  Mittineague, 

Jgawam. 

[Puu  per  100,000.] 


1 

1 

a™«:.«. 

Si 

i 

1 

"a..o„^" 

i 

I 

-■■T."" 

.00 

1 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

awa 

Oei.   17  ,Soiia. 

V.tlltbt. 

^ 

..» 

.tmt 

^ 

^ 

^ 

164  STATE  BOARD   OP  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

AMBSBUKT. 

Watbk  Supply  op  Amesbubt. — Powow  Hili.  Watbb  Cohfast. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Uu  WeUt  of  Ae  Potooto  BUI  Water  Company 

in  Ameabury. 

[Paita  par  loo.om.] 
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Wateb  Supply  of  Ahherst.  —  Ahhbbst  Wateb  CoHPAirr. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Jmethytt  Brook  Beiervoir  of  the 

Amheni  Water  Company. 

[PkrUpttlOO.OOD.] 
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Wateb  Supply  or  Andoveb. 

The  source  of  supply  is  Raggett's  Pond  in  AodoTer,  which  has 

an  area  of  about  200  acres,  and  a  drainage  area,  including  the  area 

of  the  pond,  of  about  2.7  square  miles.     The  drainage  area  coDtaina 
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ANDOTSR, 

a  population  of  about  40  per  square  mile,  and  the  shores  of  the 
pond  are  used  to  some  extent  as  a  pleasure  resort  in  the  summer 
season. 

Chemieat  ExatniTtation  of  Water  fivm  HaggelCt  Pvnd,  Andowr. 

(Pin*  ptr  100,000.) 
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Watee  Supply  of  Arlington. 
The  original  source  of  supply  was  a  storage  reservoir  on  North 
Brook,  Lexington,  having  an  area  of  31  acres,  a  capacity  of 
77,000,000  gallons  and  an  average  depth  of  about  S  foet.  The 
■K&of  the  water-shed,  including  the  area  of  the  reservoir,  is  2.25 
sqnare  miles,  and  this  area  contains  about  200  persona  per  square 
mile.  The  yield  of  the  reservoir  can  be  increased  by  diverting 
into  it  water  from  the  Great  Meadows,  bo  called,  which  have  a 
dninage  area  of  0,5  of  a  square  mile. 

Along  one  side  of  the  reservoir  is  a  filter-gallery,  and  the  water 
from  the  brook  which  feeds  the  reservoir  is  also  turned  directly 
JDto  this  gallery.  The  supply  of  the  town  has  been  drawn  chiefly 
from  the  filter-gallery  and  brook,  the  reservoir  being  used  only 
vhen  the  yield  from  the  other  sources  is  insufficient. 

The  higher  portions  of  the  town  are  supplied  with  water  which  is 
drawn  from  a  group  of  tubular  wells  located  at  the  «dge  of  the  Great 
Meadows  in  East  Lexington.     The  wells  have  an  average  depth  of 
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about  35  feet,  and  water  from  them  was  first  used  in  1895.  "When 
water  was  first  drawn  from  the  wells  it  bad  considerable  color,  and 
contained  an  excessive  amount  of  iron  and  a  larger  amount  of  or- 
ganic matter  than  is  found  in  good  water.  Since  that  time  the 
color  has  increased  considerably,  and  there  has  also  been  a  decided 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  and  iron  present  in  the 
water. 

A  communication  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Arling- 
ton Water  Board,  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  water  supply  of 
that  town  by  refuse  from  a  slaughter  house  upon  the  water-shed  of 
one  of  the  sources  of  supply,  may  be  found  on  pages  111  and  112 
of  this  volume. 


Ckemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Reiervoir  of  the  Arlington 
Water  Worla. 
[P»u  p*r  100.000.) 
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ABLiyGTOK. 

Chemieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Tubular  WelU  at  Etui  Lexington. 

[Ptnm  p*r  lOO/MO.] 
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The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Robbins  Spring 
Water  Company,  with  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  cer- 
tain springs  in  Arlintrton,  the  water  from  which  13  used  for  the 
supply  of  several  families  in  that  town,  and  is  also  sold  for  drink- 
ing purposes  in  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  may  be  found  on  pages  5 
and  S  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water 
collected  from  the  springs  are  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


Chemical  Exatninalion  of  Wnler  fror, 


Bohbim  Springs  in  Arlington. 
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ATHOL. 

Water  Sdpply  op  Athol.  —  Athol  Watisb  Cokpamt. 
Qumieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Large  Storage  Beaervoir  in  PhiU^tlon. 

[Paru  par  lOO.MM.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Biickman  Brook  Beaervoir,  Athol. 

[P*rup«t  100,000.] 
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ATTLSBOBODGH. 


Water  Supplt  op  Attlbboeougii. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  about  150  feet  from  Seven  Mile 
Biver,  just  above  Orr's  Pond,  a  mill  pond  at  the  confluence  of  Seven 
Klile  River  and  Four  Mile  Brook,  not  &r  from  the  village  of  South 
Attleborough.  The  well  is  30  feet  in  diameter  and  25  feet  in  depth. 
The  water  as  drawn  from  the  well  has  always  been  clear  and  practi- 
cally free  from  color  or  odor,  and  the  quantity  of  organic  matter  in 
the  water  has  been  very  small. 


dUmfsoI  Examination  f^  Water  from  the  WtU  of  the  AUleborough  Water  Work*. 

(ParU  par  100,000] 
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AVON. 
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Water  Sopplt  of  Avon. 
Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrom  Oe  Weil  oftht  Avon  Water  Works. 
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Water  Supply  op  Atbr. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  25.5  feet  in  diameter  and  25.7  feet 
in  depth,  situated  near  a  small  stream  flowing  from  Sandy  Pond, 
close  to  the  south-easterly  side  of  the  main  villi^je  of  Ayer. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WtM  of  the  Ayer  Waler  Works. 
[Pkiu  per  100.000.] 


A^o.,.. 

1  "'T."'" 

1 

s 

1 

1 

1 

t 

r 

i 

.83 

1 

1 

» 

i 

, 

kC[Brt 

.« 

B.JS 

ODOE 

.0018 

.04116   .«OT 

.« 

a.7 

.oon 

1 

Water  Supply  of  Barre. — Barre  Water  Company. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  small  storage  reservoir  having  an 
area  of  4.25  acres  and  a  capacity  of  10,000,000  gallons,  in  which 
water  from  several  springs  in  the  vicinity  is  collected.  The  reser- 
voir was  made  by  excavating  in  a  depression  and  building  a  dyke 
around  the  edges,  material  for  the  dyke  being  taken  from  the 
excavation.  The  reservoir  is  al)out  10  feet  deep,  and  its  bottom  is 
of  hard-pan. 
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BABBB. 

Chmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Ote  Beservdr  of  l&e  Barre  Water  Company. 

[PvU  [XT  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Belmont. 
The  town  of  Belmont,  nntil  Nov.  30,  1898,  was  supplied  with 
Water  from  the  works  of  the  town  of  Watertown,  and  analyses  of 
tile  water  may  be  found  under  "Watertown."  Since  Nov,  30, 
11*08,  water  has  been  supplied  from  the  Metropolitan  Works,  and 
analyses  of  the  water  and  descriptions  of  the  sources  of  supply  may 
lie  found  under  "  Metropolitan  Water  District,"  pages  133  to  160 
of  this  volume. 

Water  Supply  op  Bevekly. 
(See  Saiem.) 


Water  Supply  of  Billbrica. 

Population  in  1895,  2,577.     The  works  are  owned  by  the  town, 

and  water  was  introduced  in  January,  1899,     The  source  of  supply 

is  a  system  of  tulmlar  wells  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Concord  River, 

about  a  mile  above  the  village  of  North  Billerica.     The  system  con- 
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BILLEBICA. 

sists  of  35  four-inch  welU,  driven  to  depths  ranging  from  15  to  31 
feet,  the  average  depth  Ining  26  feet.     The  wells  are  arranged  in 
five  groups  of  seven  wells  each,  and  provision  has  been  made  for 
shutting  off  any  of  the  groups  if  it  should  be  found  desirable  to  da  i 
so.     Water  is  pumped  from  the  wells  to  the  town  and  to  a  covered  \ 
iron  tank.     Service  pipes  used  are  of  wrought  iron,  lined  with  ' 
cement. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Billerica, 
relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  that  town  to  be  taken  froia 
.  the  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  Concord  River,  may  be  found  on 
pages  6  to  8  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  chemical  analyses  of 
numerous  samples  of  water  collected  in  the  course  of  two  pumping 
tests,  which  were  made  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  water  that  might  he  obtained  from  the  ground  in  this 
region,  may  be  found  on  pages  108  to  111  of  the  annual  report  for 
the  year  1897. 

The  advice  of  the  Board  to  the  water  commissioners  of  Billerica, 
relative  to  the  use  of  lead  service  pipes  in  connection  with  the  public 
water  supply  of  that  town,  may  be  found  on  page  8  of  this  volume. 


BOXFORD. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Bald  Pate  Pond,  Boxford. 

(ParU  par  100/NO  ] 
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Water  Supply  of  Boston. 
(See  Meln^olitan  Water  District.) 
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BBAINTBEE. 


Water  SuppLr  of  BRAmrBEE. 


The  aource  of  supply  is  a  filter-gallery  on  the  shore  of  Little  Pond 
I  South  Braintree.  Little  Pond  has  an  area  of  62  acres  when  full, 
1(1  a  water-shed  of  0.46  of  a  square  mile,  excluding  the  area  of  the 
)nd.  The  water^shed  of  the  pond  contains  a  population  of  about 
100  per  square  mile,  the  larger  portion  of  which  is  situated  on 
at  side  of  the  pond  on  which  the  filter-gallery  is  located.  The 
ter-gallery  ia  112  feet  long  and  15  feet  wide,  and  ia  located  very 
ose  to  the  high-water  mark  of  the  pond.  At  times  it  has  been 
rcessary  to  supplement  the  supply  from  the  filter-gallery  by 
awing  water  directly  from  the  pond. 
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BBAIMTBEE. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  LiUk  Pond,  Brainiree. 

[Pim  p<r  lOO.OOO.] 
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Water  Sufplt  of  Bridoewater  and  East  Bromjewater.  — 

The  Bridgewaters  Water  Company. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Welti  of  the  Bridgewatert  Water  Company. 

[Fart*  pat  1I»,0M.] 
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bbockton. 

Water  Supply  op  Brockton. 

The  source  of  supply  ia  a  storage  reservoir  on  Salialjury  Brook 

ixa  the  town  of  Avon.     Tho  reservoir  has  an  area  of  100  acres,  a 

xfiaximum  depth  of  19  feet  and  a  capacity  of  alrout  325,000,000  gal- 

1  ons.     Very  little  of  the  soil  and  organic  matter  was  removed  from 

-tiiie  area  flowed  when  the  reservoir  was  constructed,  and  there  is 

^aid  to  be  but  little  shallow  flowage  except  at  tiie  upper  end  of  the 

reservoir,  where  a  swampy  area  ia  flooded  to  a  slight  dci>th  at  high 

-crater.     The  reservoir  has  a  water-shed  of  3,24  square  miles,  which 

contains  about  54  persons  per  square  mile.     There  are  considerable 

o-ieas  of  swamp  or  meadow  land  on  the  water-shod. 

Much  trouble  was  experienced  by  the  occurrence  of  bad  tastes 
and  odors  in  the  water  soon  after  the  reservoir  was  built,  in  1880. 
The  analyses  indicate  tliat  the  water  has  been  of  somewhat  less 
ohjectionable  quality  since  1891  than  in  the  four  years  during  which 
cjraminations  were  made  previous  to  that  time. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  Silver  Lake  in  Pembroke, 
'W'hich  has  been  considered  a  possible  source  of  supply  for  Brockton, 
*ua^  be  found  under  "Pembroke"  in  this  volume. 


Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  SaiUbury  Brook  al  it»  Entrance  U 
Storage  Seaervoir. 

[PmrU  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examinatum  of  Water  from  Salisbury  Brook  Storage  Reservoir. 

[Parts  POT  100,000  ] 
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Non  to  analyses  of  1898:  Odor,  generally  vegetable;  In  February  and  July,  moaty.    A  fiaby  odor 

waa  developed  in  the  last  sample  on  heating. The  aamplea  were  collected  from  the  raaervoir,  near  the 

gate-house,  1  foot  beneath  the  surface. 
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Mienseopical  Examinalion  of  Water  frmn  Baiiabury  Brook  Storage  Betervotr, 

[Nnraber  of  arguluni  par  onblo  canilmitar.] 
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Watku  Si  ri'LY  ok  Bi!0(iklink. 

The  orijsinal  source  of  supfily  is  a  lilter-piUery  located  on  tlio 
right  bank  of  the  Charles  Kiver  at  West  Roxliury,  tlio  bottom  of 
the  gallery  being  about  (i  feet  below  the  level  of  low  water  in  the 
fiver.  The  total  length  of  the  gallery  is  1,142  feet,  its  width  being 
from  4  to  6  feet. 

Water  is  also  taken  from  a  system  of  tubular  wells  driven  on 
Iwth  sidea  of  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pumping  station.  (Ine 
bundred  and  seventy-eight  wells,  2^  inches  in  diameter,  have  been 
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driven  to  depths  of  from  35  to  95  feet.  The  wells  are  driven  i 
lines  radiating  from  a  main  line  which  crosses  the  river,  the  tot 
length  of  the  lines  being  6,620  feet. 

Until  1893  water  was  pumped  from  the  wells  and  the  filtei 
gallery  to  an  open  distributing  reservoir.  The  water  as  it  can 
from  the  wells  was  colorless  and  odorless,  but  after  being  stored  i 
the  open  reservoir  large  numbers  of  organisms  appeared  in  tl 
water,  giving  it  a  disagreeable  taste  and  odor.  In  1893  a  ne 
masonrv  reservoir  was  constructed,  covered  in  such  a  manner  as  t 
exclude  the  light,  and  since  that  time  the  water  has  been  entire) 
free  from  tastes  and  odors. 

The  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  riv( 
opposite  the  wells  and  liltcr-gallery  may  be  found  in  the  chapt< 
on  the  ''Examination  of  Kivers,''  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  th 
report. 

Cheinical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  a  Faucet  at  the  Low-service  Pumpit 

Station  of  the  Brookline  Water  Works. 

[ParU  per  100.000.] 
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Odor,  none. 


AVater  SrppLY  OF  Camhkidge. 

The  sources  of  sui)ply  are  Fresh  Pond  in  Cambridge  and  Stoi 
Brook  in  AValtham  and  AVeston.  Fresh  Pond,  the  original  sour« 
of  supply,  is  a  natural  pond,  having  an  area  of  165  acres  and 
maximum  depth  of  4i)  feet.     The  pond  is  now  used  principally  j 
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1  receiving  and  storage  reservoir  for  the  water  from  Stony  Brook, 
wbich  flows  to  the  pond  by  gravity. 

The  water  of  Stony  Brook  is  taken  from  a  storage  reservoir  on  the 
stream  at  the  l)oundary  line  between  Waltham  and  Weston.  The 
storage  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  354,000,000  gallons,  an  area  of 
li  acres  and  an  average  depth  of  15  feet.  The  area  of  its  water-shed 
13  22.9  square  miles,  exclusive  of  the  watej-slied  of  Sandy  Pond  in 
Lincoln,  the  water  of  which  is  practically  all  taken  for  the  supply 
of  the  towns  of  Concord  and  Lincoln.  The  water-shed  contains  u 
population  of  about  107  persons  per  square  mile.  In  1897  two  large 
storage  reservoirs  were  constructed  on  Hobbs  Brook  in  Waltham, 
one  of  the  tributaries  of  Stony  Brook.  The  upper  of  these  reser- 
Toira  has  an  area  of  92  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  15  feet  and  a 
storage  capacity  of  240,000,000  gallons.  The  lower  reservoir  has 
an  area  of  467  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  26  feet  and  a  storage 
capacity  of  1,450,000,000  gallons.  Water  from  these  reservoirs 
flows  through  the  natural  l>ed  of  the  brook  to  the  Stony  Brook 
Beservoir,  a  distance  of  about  3  mile.s. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fresh  Pond,  Cambridge, 

[PirU  par  lOO.OCO.] 
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Mieroaeopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Frttk  Pond,  Cambridge. 
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OcmKoI  ExaminaHon  of  Water  from  Stony  Brook  Storage  Beservoir,  Waltham. 
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Chtmicat  Examination  of  Water  from  ffobbs  Brook,  at  Wijiter  Street,  WaUham. 

[P«ru  p«r  100,000.] 
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CAKTON. 

Water  Supply  of  Canton. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  wells  situated  in  the  valley  of  Bea"^ 
Brook.  The  first  well,  which  is  located  near  a  brook  at  Sprii  a 
dale  not  far  from  the  boundary  line  between  Canton  and  Stoughtn 
is  about  40  feet  in  diameter.  Near  this  well  are  several  tubul 
wells  which  are  also  connected  with  the  pumps. 

The  second  woU  is  located  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  almut  9,0< 
feet  above  the  well  at  Springdale,  and  is  connected  with  it  by 
east-iron  pipe,  through  which  the  water  flows  by  gravity.  Tl» 
well  is  40  feet  in  diameter  and  23  feet  deep,  sunk  through  quid 
sand  into  a  gravel  stratum.  Provision  has  been  made  for  collectia 
water  from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  brook  between  tb 
two  wells  whenever  it  is  found  necessary. 


(Acmieal  Examittation  of  Water  fivtn  the  Wells  o 

[FuU  p«  WOfiOO.] 
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Water  Sdpply  of  Chelsea. 
(See  MelropolUaa  Water  District,  pages  133-160.) 


Water  Suitly  of  Chesuirk.  —  Cheshire  Water  Cosipany. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Cheshire  Wate 
Company,  relative  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply  to  be  takei 
from  Kitchen  Brook  in  that  town,  may  be  found  on  page  9  of  thi 
volume.  The  results  of  the  analyses  of  samples  of  water  froD 
Kitchen  Brook,  the  proposed  source  of  supply,  and  from  the  pres 
ent  source  of  supply,  which  is  a  small  reservoir  on  Thunder  Brook 
a  tributary  of  Kitchen  Brook,  are  given  in  the  following  tables 
Both  sources  are  mountain  streams,  and  there  are  very  few  inhabi 
tants  on  their  water-sheds. 
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CHESHIBE. 

yjk«ttieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Jtaervoir  of  the  Chethirt  Water  Works. 

[Put!  pet  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Waterfront  KUchen  Brook  in  Cheshire. 

[PuU  par  100,000.] 
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AVatek  SiTPLY  OF  Chester, 
The  source  of  supply  is  Austin  Brook,  a  mountain  stream  od 
which  a  small  reservoir  is  built.     The  water-ahed,  of  about  1.25 
Bquare  miles,  is  said  to  contain  but  one  dwelling-house. 
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CHBSTEIl. 

Chemical  Examination  of  WaUrfrvm  the  AutUn  Brook  Betervoir. 

[Puu  pat  100,000.] 
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WAtEs  Supply  of  CHicorEE. 
The  principal  sources  of  supply  are  Cooley  Brook  and  Mort 
Brook,  the  waters  of  which  are  taken  from  smaU  reservoirs  at 
their  confluence.  Cooley  Brook  is  a  tributary  of  the  Chicoi 
River  from  the  north,  and  a  large  part  of  its  course  is  tlirougl 
ravine  in  a  great  sandy  plain.  It  is  fed  largely  by  springs,  Mori 
Brook  is  a  small  tributary  of  Cooley  Brook,  with  a  similar  wat 
shed. 


Chemical  Examittaiion  of  Water  from  Cooley  Brook  Reservoir,  Chicopee. 

[HuU  par  1«I,«00.) 
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CHICOPBS. 

Chemieai  Examination  of  Water  from  Morton  Brook  Reiervoir,  Chicopee. 

[PuU  par  lOO.OOa.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Clinton  and  Lancaster. 

(ianieal  Examiiwiion  of  Water  from  Faucets  supplied  ftwn  the  Clinton  Water 
Works. 

[Put!  par  100,000.] 


1 

''t^^X'..'i'' 

....... 

i 

k™... 

1 

3 

r 

J 

1 

1 

i 

lil 

1 

Awift  of  tbtn  ■■mplH  cDllHUid  In 

..*« 

o.gg 

•~' 

.™..m,.™. 

.00!! 

■™ 

,.. 

186  STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  I>* 

cx>hasskt. 

Water  Supply  of  Cohasset. —  Cohasset  Water  Company. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Cohasset  Wat 
Company,  relative  to  a  proposed  additioDal  supply  of  water  for  Ui 
town,  to  be  taken  from  tubular  -wells  in  tiie  Ellms  Meadow,  sittiat* 
a  short  distance  south  of  the  main  village,  may  be  found  on  pag< 
9  and  10  of  this  volume. 

The  original  source  of  supply  is  a  system  of  tubular  wells  in  lo 
ground  west  of  the  main  village,  which  has  been  in  use  since  188 
Works  for  obtaining  water  from  wells  in  the  EUms  Meadow  we: 
constructed  in  the  spring  of  1898,  and  water  from  this  source  wj 
used,  in  part,  during  the  drier  portion  of  the  year,  for  the  suppj 
of  the  town.  The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  co 
lected  from  this  source  and  from  the  system  of  tubular  vel. 
which  is  the  original  source  of  supply  are  given  in  the  followin 
tables :  — 

Chemieai  Examiaatioa  of  Water  from  the  fibular  Wells  of  the  Cohaastt  Wat 
Company,  ntuaied  West  of  the  Mean  Village. 

[FuU  par  100.000.] 
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COHAS8ET. 

I  daiiuU  SxamiTtaiion  of  Water  fnm  lAe  Tubular  Welh  of  Ihe  OohasMt  WtUer 

Company  in  EUma  Meadow. 

[Paru  pn  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Concokd  and  Lincol.v. 
He  source  of  supply  is  Saiuiy  Pond,  in  Lincoln,  which  has  an 
irea  of  150  acres  and  a  water-shed  of  0.58  of  a  square  mile,  in- 
dading  the  area  of  the  pond.  The  storage  capacity  of  the  pond  is 
very  large  in  comparison  to  the  size  of  the  water-shed,  and  the 
quantity  of  water  drawn  from  it  is  so  great  that  there  is  seldom  any 
*ater  flowing  away  from  the  pond  through  its  outlet. 
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CO:TCX>ItD  AK1>  I.INCOLN. 

Chemical  Eaximinaiion  of  WaUrfrwu  Sandy  Fond,  Lineoln. 

[P>rt*  ptr  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  WtUer  from  an  Arlifiaal  Ice  Pond  in  Concord. 

[F«ni  psrlOO.OOO,] 
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cottage  city, 
Water  Supply  of  Cottaqe  City.  —  Cottage  City  "Water 

Company. 
Water  is  obtained  by  a  system  of  collecting  pipes,  which  collect 
(be  water  flowing  from  springs  near  the  head  of  Lagoon  Pond  and 
WDFey  it  to  a  pump  well  from  which  the  water  is  pumped  for  the 
mpply  of  the  town. 

(itmktU  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Uie  Sprinffi  of  the  Cottage  City  Water 
Company. 

[Psrti  p«  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Dalton  Fire  District,  Dalton. 
Tho  source  of  supply  is  Egypt  Brook,  a  mountain  stream, 
»hich  two  small  reservoirs  have  been  built. 
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danveiis  and  uiddleton. 

Water  Supply  of  Dakters  and  Middleton. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  MiddletoD  Pond,  or  Forest  Lake,  anc 
Swan's  Pond  in  Middleton.  ^Middleton  Pond  has  an  area  of  9C 
acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  33  feet  and  a  general  depth  of  about 
25  feet.  The  water-shed  of  1.7  square  miles  is  generally  hilly  sod 
well  wooded,  and  contains  a  population  of  about  15  per  square 
mile.  There  are  about  .^0  acres  of  swamp  bordering  the  pooi 
Swan's  Pond,  which  is  connected  with  Middleton  Poud  by  a  pip 
about  half  a  mile  in  length,  has  an  area  of  45  acres  and  a  water-she 
of  0.17  of  a  square  mile.     The  water-shed  contains  no  populatio 

Chemical  Examittation  of  Water  from,  Middleton  Pond,  Middleton. 

[Part*  pet  100,000.1 
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Watkk  SriTLY  OF  I)ki>ham.  —  Dkuiiam  Watkk  Co.MPAXy. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  covered  well  about  2G  feet  in  diameti 
and  18  feet  deep,  located  about  40  feet  from  the  southerly  bank  i 
Charles  Kiver,  near  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town. 
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DEDHAM. 

Ckmkai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Dedham  Water  Company. 

[Put*  F*r  100,000.] 
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Water  Slti'LY  of  East  Bkiixikwater. 
(See  Dridgewaler.) 


Water  Siitly  of  Eastiiamitox, 

Chemical  BxamiiuUion  of  Water  from  Baasett  Brook,  Easlhamplon 

IPiru  por  100,000.] 
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EA8TON. 

Water  Supply  op  Norto  Easton  Village  Dibtrict,  Eastoj 

Chetnicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  Ae  North  Boston  mi. 
DialrieL 
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Esi-IELD. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  Eofiel 
relative  to  takiug  certain  springs  in  that  town  as  sources  of  wal 
supply,  may  be  found  on  pages  10  and  11  of  this  volume.  Duri 
the  investigations  which  were  made  by  the  Board  analyses  wt 
made  of  samples  of  water  from  various  sources  in  the  town,  the  i 
suits  of  M'hicU  arc  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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EVCUETT. 

Water  Sdpply  op  Everett. 

(See  ^tivpolUan  Water  Distrtcl,  pages  133-160.) 

ITater  Suri'LY  OF  Fairiiavek.  —  Fairiiaven  Water  Company. 
A  communication  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  tbc  board  of 
iiealth  of  Faiilinven,  with  regard  to  tlio  action  of  the  water  supplied 
l»y  the  Fairhaven  Water  Company  o»  lead  pipes  used  aa  service 
pipes  in  connection  with  the  public  water  supply,  may  be  found  on 
pages  11  and  12  of  this  volume. 

The  public  water  supply  is  drawn  from  a  system  of  tubular  wells, 
liavirg  an  average  depth  of  about  35  feet,  located  in  the  valley  of 
the  Nasketucket  Kiver.  The  wells  are  located  on  both  sides  and  in 
tie  l)cd  of  the  river,  which  is  a  small  and  shallow  stream,  and  cover 
an  area  of  approximately  300  feet  in  length  in  a  northerly  and 
southerly  direction  by  about  130  feet  in  width. 

Gimieat  Examiwition  of  Water  from  the  Ttibular  WeUt  of  the  Fairhaoen  Water 
Company. 

[PirU  per  lOO.WO.] 
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STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH. 


Water  Srrpr,Y  of  Fall  Eia'er. 


[Pub. 


The  source  of  aupply  is  North  Watiippa  T^ake  in  Fall  li 
This  lake  has  an  area,  when  full,  of  about  2.8  square  miles,  s 
water-shed  of  11.17  sr|uare  miles,  which  contains  a  considr 
population.  The  water  flowing  out  "f  North  M'atuppa  t-ake  p 
into  the  South  Watuppa  Lake,  which  is  not  used  as  a  sour< 
public  water  supply. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  North  Watuppa  Lake. 

{rftTUperlQO.OOO] 
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PALI.  BrVBO. 

Mieroteopieal  Examination  of  Walerfrom  North  Watuppa  Latx. 

[HoiDber  of  orgaalgroi  pw  cDblo  cmtl malar.] 
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(Mimical  Examination  of  Water  from  South  Watuppa  Lake. 
IVtnt  p«r  100,000.] 
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PALL  RIVEB. 

Mieroacopical  ExaminalUm  of  Water  from  South  WtUuppa  Lake. 
[Mombtr  of  ort*iil*io*  per  eoblo  eenllmetar.] 


IMS. 

J.i.,>.b.[M.r.L*pr, 

.. 

jqH.  July  im: 

aeptloei. 

K«. 

Dtt^ 

Buml«rolMnip 

ittot 

16       is  j     20 
MMO  MM8 IS813 

mt« 

18       IS 

III. 

IB 

13 

PLAST8. 
Biatomiuren 

?Ba:   :   ;   :   : 

CyanophyceM 

AnabEni 

."«« 

1 
It 

1 

'5 

(1 

I 

0 

Its 

IDS 

0 
0 

It 

m 

s 

1» 
1» 

M 

It 
B 

! 

30 

7 

S 

1 

s 

0 

14 
0 

1 

1 
I 

0 

ShlEopoda, 

Infusoria 

DiQDbryoli, 

Crustacea,  Cfclapi,    . 

e 

0 

37 

it 
» 

4 

tie 

us 

t 

pr. 

10 
Id 

0 

D 
11 

0 

D 

« 

D 

° 

0 

I 
d 

a 

4 

0 
D 

C 

■ 

D 
0 

a 

1 

i 

IS 

3 

t|     } 

IS  j     s 

S 

TUTAL 1  IS*  '   IM 

m 

m 

138       « 

W      T3  1    W 

s 

"i" 

M'ater  Supply  op  Fitciiburg. 

Tlio  sources  of  supply  aro  storage  reservoirs  upon  Scott  antl 
Falulah  brooks  in  Fitchburg,  and  Meetitigbousc  Pond  in  "VVestaiin- 
Bter.  The  reservoir  on  Scott  Brook  has  an  area  of  35  acres,  a 
Diaximuni  depth  of  40  feet  and  a  capacity  of  210,000,000  gallons. 
Its  draini^e  area  of  0.77  of  a  square  mile  contains  a  population  of 
about  55  per  square  mile. 

Falulah  Reservoir,  which  is  of  small  capacity,  is  situated  a  short 
distance  below  Scott  Reservoir,  at  the  junction  of  Scott  and  Falulah 
Iirooks.  It  has  a  water-shod  of  3.05  square  miles,  exclusive  of  the 
drainage  area  of  Scott  Reservoir,  which  is  tributary  to  it,  and  this 
area  contains  30  persons  per  square  mile. 
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prrcHBURO. 

Meetinghouse   Pond  is   situated   in   the   town   of  Westminster, 

about  6.5  miles  south-west  of  the  city.     The  area  of  the  pond  ia 

152  acres,  and  its  water-shed  of  1.47  square  miles  contains  ahout 

95  persons  per  square  mile. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Scott  Betervoir,  Fitchburg. 
[Pamperim.ooa] 
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Microscopical  Bxaminalian  of  Water  from  ScoU  Betervoir,  Fitchburg. 

[NiiRilMir  ot  Drgi>n)>ni>  par  cubic  cnllmcler.] 
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FTTCHBUBQ. 

Chemical  Ezaminalion  of  Water  from  Meetinghouse  Pond,  Westminster. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 


Watee  Supply  of  Foxborough  Water  Supply  District,  I 

BOROUUH. 

The  soHi'cc  of  supply  is  a  .system  of  24  two-inch  tiil>iilui-  hi 
in  tlio  vicinity  of  the  Xcponset  liospivoir.  The  wells  nr«  .snii 
porous  gravel  to  a  tlcpth  of  from  23  to  50  feet.  There  is  no  i 
alntion  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  wells. 


Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Tubular  Welts  of  the  Foxbomwjh  f 
Supphj  Sistrirl. 
[Purl!  iwr  100.000.] 
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Wateb  ScppLr  OF  Framinoham. 

COMl'ASY. 


pbamingham;. 

-  Feaminoham  Watek 


The  source  of  supply  is  a  filter-n:allery  on  the  shore  of  Farm 
Pond  in  South  Frauiiiighani.  The  filter-gallery  is  450  feet  long,  4 
feel  high  and  from  42  to  48  inclies  wide,  the  bottom  being  about  6 
feet  below  the  surfuce  of  the  water  in  the  pond.  A  part  of  the 
gElIery  extends  beneath  the  edge  of  the  pond,  and  at  8omo  places 
there  are  but  2  feet  of  sand  lictwecn  the  top  of  the  arch  of  Uio 
filter-gallery  and  the  bottom  of  the  pond  above  it.  The  arch,  how- 
ever, is  water-tight,  and  water  from  the  pond  cannot  enter  the 
filter-gallery  without  passing  through  at  least  5  feet  of  sand, 

Oimieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Filter-galleri/  of  the  Framingham  Water 
Compatiy, 
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franklin. 

"Water  Supply  of  Frasklin.  —  Franklin  Water  Compant. 

The  sourcea  of  supjily  are  two  large  wells  and  Beaver  Pond. 
The  wells  are  about  15  feet  apart,  and  are  located  about  150  feet 
from  Mine  Brook,  on  the  northerly  side  of  the  village  of  Franklin. 
When  the  wella  do  not  furnish  a  sufficient  supply,  water  is  drawn 
from  Beaver  Pond,  which  has  an  area  of  about  33  acres  and  a  water- 
shed of  about  0.4+  of  a  s<]uare  milo,  including  the  area  of  the  pond. 
The  population  on  the  water-shed  is  very  small.  There  is  much 
swampy  land  about  the  i)ond,  and  the  water  is  highly  colored  by 
vegetable  matter. 


Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Ike  Wells  of  the  Franklin  Waler  Company. 

[PutiperlDO.OOO.] 
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Wateb  Supply  op  Gaudner.  - 


OABDMKB. 

-  Gardner  Water  Company. 


The  source  of  supply  is  Crystal  Lake  in  the  town  of  Gardner. 
The  area  of  the  lake  is  154  acres,  and  its  miiximum  depth  is  about 
'  40  feet.     Its  drainage  area  of  0.94  of  a  square  mile  contains  a 
'  popaUtion  of  about  490  persons  per  square  mile. 


(^anieal  ExamituUion  of  Water  from  Cryslat  Lake,  Gardner. 

[PirtilwrlOa.OOl).] 
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"Water  SrrrLy  of  Gi.oiicf,.ster. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  I>ike's  Brook  licservoir  and  Wallace 
Pond  in  West  Gloucester.  Dike's  IJrook  Reservoir  was  formed  by 
flooding  meadows,  from  which  the  soil  was  not  reuu»ved.  The  area 
of  this  reservoir  is  57.6  acres,  its  average  depth  12.5  feet  and  its 
storage  capacity  235,000,000  gallons.  The  reservoir  has  a  water- 
shed of  0.C8  of  a  square  mile,  which  is  uninhabited. 

Wallace  Pond  is  an  artificial  storage  reservoir,  covering  an  area 
of  24  acres,  from  which  the  soil  was  not  removed.  The  pond  has 
an  average  depth  of  8  feet  and  a  capacity  of  (53,000,000  gallons. 
Its  water-shed  of  0.29  of  a  bfjuare  mile  contains  a  small  area  of 
Bwamp,  but  is  uninhabited. 
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GLOUCK8TEB. 

[P.rt.p.rlOO^.]                                                                                 ] 
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Microscopical  Examination. 
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ramnlnlnK  Hmptea. 

Chemical  Examinaiioti  of  Water  from  Wallace  Pond,  Oloucesler. 

[PnrtaparlOa.lMO.] 
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Micro-Kopicnl  Exiniiinalion. 
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GRAFTON. 

IViTEB    SUTPLT   OF   GrAFTOS.  GbAFTON    WaTEB   COMPANY. 

dmieai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  FUter-gallery  of  the  Oraflon  Water 
Company. 

[ParupeclW.OOO.] 
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Water  Sltplt  of  Greenfield. 
Tiic  source  of  supply  is  Glen  Brook  in  Leyden,  on  which  a  stor- 
age reservoir  has  been  built.  The  reservoir  has  an  area  of  5.26 
acres,  a  inaximmn  depth  of  32  feet  and  a  capacity  of  18,000,000 
gallons.  The  drainage  area  of  the  reservoir  is  5.36  square  miles, 
consisting  principally  of  mountainous  country  and  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  54  persons  per  square  milo.  The  supply  from  Glen  Brook 
Reservoir  is  supplemented  at  times  hy  pumping  directly  from  Green 
River,  the  water-shed  of  which  contains  a  small  population. 

During  the  year  1898  four  s.implcs  of  water  were  collected  from 
faucets  in  the  town  which  were  supplied  with  water  from  the  Glen 
Brook  Reservoir,  the  average  of  these  analyses  being  as  follows  :  — 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Olen  Brook  Storage  Reservoir  in  Leyden. 

[Pin*  per  100,000.] 
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QBOTOir. 

Watee  Supply  op  Groton.  - 


■  GiioTON  "Water  Company. 


Tlie  Groton  AVater  Company  applied  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
Doc.  30,  1897,  for  the  approval  by  the  Board,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  388  of  the  Acts  of  1895,  of  the  taking  of  certain  soiirces 
of  water  supply  and  lands  in  that  town.  The  reply  of  the  Board  to 
this  application  may  be  found  on  pages  12  and  13  of  this  volume. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  covered  masonry  well,  located  aliout 
50  feet  from  tlie  south-westerly  shore  of  Baddacook  Pond  in  Groton. 
The  bottom  of  the  well  is  10  feet  below  the  ordinary  water  level  in 
Baddacook  Pond,  The  works  were  constructed  in  1897,  and  be- 
ginning with  January,  1898,  analyses  have  been  made  of  samples 
collected  from  the  pond  and  well  each  month. 


il  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Groton  Water  Company. 

[Pmrtaper  1IW,«W.] 
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OBOTON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Baddaeooh  Pond,  QroUm. 

[PiiU  per  IIM.IMO.] 
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ilicToieopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Baddaeook  Fond,  Qrolon. 
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GROTON. 

Mieroscopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Saddacook  Pond,  Qnton — CcdcIqiIc 

[Kambcr  at  Drpniun*  ptr  onbla  ctnllmcltc.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Maquam  Fond  i\ 

[PirmpH  100,000.] 
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HARVARD. 

Harvard. 
Tlie  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of  health 
of  Harvard,  relative  to  the  quality  of  th«  water  of  a  well  in  that 
town  wbicli  is  used  by  the  public  for  drinking  purposes  and  largely 
nsed  by  the  pupils  in  one  of  the  public  schools,  may  be  found  on 
p^c  13  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  analyses  of  two  samples  of 
Ttater  collected  from  the  well  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Well  in  Harvard. 

[PiitB  per  lOO.mi).] 
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WATEIt    SUPrLY    OF   HaTFIELD. 

The  source  of  supply  U  a  small  reservoir  on  Running  Gutter 
Brook  in  Hatfield. 


CScmifoI  Examination  of  Waterfront  the  Benervoir  of  the  HiUfehl  Water  Works, 

[P»rn  per  100,000.] 
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HAVKKHTTiTi. 

Water  Supply  of  Haverhill. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Crystal,  Kcnoza,  Saltonstall  and  Pei 
tucket  lakes  in  Haverhill,  Johnson's  Pond  in  Boxford  and  Grove 
land,  and  Millvale  Reservoir  on  East  Meadow  River  in  Haverhill 
Statistics  as  to  the  various  sources  are  given  in  the  following 
table :  — 


SOUBOB. 


Area  of 

Water 

Surface 

(Acren). 


Average 
Drpth 
(Fet'l). 


Maximum 
Depth 
(Feet). 


CryatalLake,     .  .  .  . 

KeDozaLake,     .  •  .  . 

Saltonstall  Lake,  •  .  • 

Pentacket  Lake,  .  .  • 

Johnaoo'B  Pond,  •  .  . 

Millvale  Reservoir,  . 


145 

225 

45 

88 

222 

47 


15 


14 
8 


25 


83 


Storsfce 

Capacity 

(MU.GaI».)- 


500 
490 
107 
82 
1,014 
125 


Drainage 
Area  (8q 


8.18 
1.72 
0.30 
0.32 
4.96 
7.76 


Popohtkm 
pr r  Sq.  Mile 


iuTeir  <"'l~r* 


Arcs. 


43 
70 
930 
47 
00 
59 


The  water  of  Crystal  Lake  is  somewhat  colored,  and  contains  a 
times  considerable  numbers  of  microscopical  organisms.  The  water 
of  Kenoza  Lake,  Lake  Pentucket  and  Lake  Saltonstall  are  muc. 
less  colored  and  contain  less  organic  matter.  The  latter  sourc 
receives  the  drainage  from  a  very  large  population  and  is  not  use( 
at  the  present  time.  Johnson's  Pond  is  the  principal  source  o 
supply  for  that  portion  of  the  city  which  was  formerly  comprised  i 
the  town  of  Bradford.  There  is  said  to  be  considerable  mud  in  th 
deeper  portions  of  this  pond,  and  the  shores  are  used  quite  largel 
as  picnic  grounds  and  are  occupied  by  summer  cottages.  There  i 
another  large  pond  within  the  water-shed  a  short  distance  abo\ 
Johnson's  Pcmd.  ^Millvale  Reservoir  w\as  constructed  bv  building: 
dam  across  the  East  Meadow  River.  All  of  the  soil  was  remove 
from  the  area  flowed.  There  is  considerable  swamp  upon  tt 
water-shed  of  the  reservoir,  and  the  reservoir  itself  is  shallov 
Water  from  this  source  is  supplied  to  the  city  by  pumping  it  inl 
Kenoza  Lake,  but,  up  to  the  present  time,  only  a  small  amount  hi 
been  used. 

A  communication  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  boar 
of  health  of  Haverhill,  in  regard  to  an  epidemic  of  typhoid  feve 
in  that  city,  may  be  found  on  pages  13  to  17  of  this  volume. 
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Chemical  Extaninalion  of  Water  fivm  iTikt  of  Cryatal  Lake. 

[Part*  par  lOO.IWD,] 
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(3iem»cai  i'laminaiton  of  Water  from  Crt/slat  Lake,  EawrhUL 

[P«rt.  per  100,000  ] 
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C/umieal  Ezaminalion  of  Water  from  Kmoxa  Lake,  SaverhtiL 

[PuU  ptr  WO^lM.] 
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Chemieal  BxarrUnation  of  Water  from  Late  BaltonelaU,  SaverhaL 

[Put*  p«r  100,000.] 
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Ckemkal  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Pentudut,  Eaverhm. 
[ParU  pw  i<ra/)oa.] 
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ftemtal  .SEomAtofiim  of  Water  from  Johnadn'a  Pond  in  Soxford  and  Oroveland 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  East  Meadow  River  at  its  Entrant 
MiUvale  Renervoir,  BaverhUt. 
[F«iu  pn  m,oi».] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  MillvaU  Reservoir  o, 
Baverhitl. 
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HATBBHILIf. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of  health  of 
Harerhill,  relative  to  the  ase  by  the  public  for  drinkiDg  purposes 
of  water  from  two  welU  at  the  birthplace  of  Wbittier  in  Haverhill, 
my  be  found  on  pages  17  and  18  of  this  volume.  The  results  of 
analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  each  of  the  wells  are  given  in 
the  following  table :  — 

QkmfaU  Exmnination  of  Water fi-om  Wells  on  WhUlier  place  in  Haverhill. 
[Pan*  per  100,000] 
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The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Gale  Shoe  Manu- 
bcturing  Company,  relative  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  a  well 
on  the  premises  of  the  company  and  its  fitness  for  drinking,  may 
be  found  on  page  17  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  an  analysis 
of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  well  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table :  — 
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HAVEBHII.L. 

Chemical  ExamituUion  of  Water  fmm  Ote  Well  of  the  Oale  Shoe  Manufacturit 
Oompany,  HaverhilL 

[Puti  pM  100.000.] 
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The  sources  of  supply  are  Accord  and  Fulling  Mill  ponda  i 
Hingham.  Accord  Pond  has  an  area  of  98  acres,  an  average  dept 
of  about  15  feet  and  a  maximum  depth  of  43  feet.  The  bottom  i 
said  to  be  gravelly,  with  deposits  of  mud  in  the  deeper  portion! 
and  there  is  a  small  area  of  the  pond  which  is  flooded  to  only 
slight  depth.  The  drainage  area  of  0.72  of  a  square  mile  coutaii 
15  acres  of  swamp  land  and  a  population  of  about  50  per  squai 
mile  of  water-shed. 

The  water  of  Accord  Pond  has  been  subject  to  the  frequei 
occurrence  of  bad  tastes  and  odors  from  the  growth  of  certai 
microscopical  organisms,  and  especially  of  the  organisms  Anabccn 
and  U)-oglena.  During  the  winter  of  1897-98  the  presence  o 
Uroglena  gave  the  water  a  very  offensive  taste  and  odor  for 
period  of  several  months. 

Falling  Mill  Pond  has  an  area  of  14  acres,  a  maximum  depth  o 
6  feet  and  an  average  depth  of  3  feet.  The  bottom  is  covered  wit 
mud.  The  water-shed  of  the  pond  is  0.36  of  a  square  mile,  eoi 
taining  a  population  of  14  per  square  mile.  Water  is  not  usual) 
drawn  directly  from  Fulling  Mill  Pond,  but  is  drawn  from  basir 
on  the  shore  of  the  pond,  into  which  water  from  the  pond  entei 
by  passing  through  a  gravel  dike.  These  basins  are  not  coveret 
and  have  frequently  contained  the  organisms  Peridinium  and  Anc 
bcetia,  which  have  been  known  to  impart  to  water  a  disagreeabl 
taste  and  odor. 
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The  adrice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Hingham  Water 
Compaoy,  relative  to  improving  the  water  of  Accord  Pood,  the 
principal  Boarce  of  supply  of  that  town,  and  in  regard  to  se- 
coring  a  supply  of  water  fcom  a  system  of  wells  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  pond,  may  be  found  on  pages  19  to  22  of  this  volume.  The 
results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  test  wells 
during  the  investigations  are  contained  in  one  of  the  following 
tables :  — 


CAemfBo/  Examination  of  Water _from  Aeeord  Pond,  Eingham. 

[Paru  pM  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  ExamiiuUion  of  Water  from  Accord  Pond,  Eingham. 
[Hnmbtf  of  orguUmi  par  bdUb  orattuwtac] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Accord  Fottd,  eoUeded  at  Different  Point*. 

[PuU  p«  100,000.] 
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CSumieai  Bxaminalion  of  Waltr  from  Fulling  Milt  Pond,  ffingham. 
[P*rU  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Accord  Brook  in  Hingham. 

[ParU  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  Jrom  Ti^tar  Tat  WeOt  near  Accord  1 
Singham. 
[Put*  F«  ioa,<M.] 
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Watbe  Supply  op  Hinsdale  Fire  District,  Hissda) 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  storage  reservoir  on  a  mountain 
The  reservoir  has  an  area  of  9  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of 
and  a  capacity  of  35,000,000  gallons.  During  the  years  ) 
the  reservoir  contained  enormous  numbers  of  the  organism  .P 
Trouble  has  also  been  occasioned  by  the  presence  in  the  ri 
of  large  numbers  of  the  organism  Peridinium. 
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of  Wdler  from  the  Storage  Beaervo^  of  the  Eitudaie  Fire 
JHtlriet. 

[Puti  pw  100,000.] 
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Microsa^ieal  Examination. 

n*  BBmbar  ol  OTBaDlami  per  cublo  cantlmaUr  toaoi  Id  Iha  umpla  wllaetad  Id 
MitcUallratZHiioOrvoailDtbe  umpla  cailMlad  Id  AiigDit,S4t,  comUilngcbleB 
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Watee  Supplt  of  Holbrook. 
(See  Randolph.) 

Waxeb  Supply  of  Holliston,  —  Holliston  Watee  Company. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  in  the  valley  of  Jar  Brook  in 
Gait  Holliston.  The  v^H,  which  is  situated  about  400  feet  below 
tmill  pood,  is  26  feet  in  diameter  and  30  feet  deep,  the  lower  10 
feet  being  in  ledge,  A  small  storage  reservoir  has  been  constructed 
below  the  mill  pond,  and  the  shore  of  the  reservoir  is  within  15 
feet  of  the  well ;  a  connection  has  been  made  between  the  reservoir 
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and  the  well,  ao  that  water  can  bo  drawn  directly  from  the  reser- 
voir. The  reservoir  has  a  maximum  depth  of  8  feet,  and  all  of  the 
soil  was  removed  from  the  area  flooded  when  the  dam  was  con- 
Btnicted.  The  water  drawn  from  the  well  contains  a  large  amomit 
of  iron  and  organic  matter,  and  is  highly  colored. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Weil  of  the  ffolUilon  Water  Company. 

[ParU  ptt  IDO.DDI).] 
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Water  Supply  of  Holyoke. 

The  aources  of  supply  are  Ashley  and  Wright  ponds  and  AVhiting 
Street  storage  reservoir  in  Ilolyoke,  and  the  Manhau  Eiver  in 
Southampton.  Ashley  and  Wright  ponds,  the  original  sources  of 
supply,  are  connected  by  a  culvert,  and  water  for  the  supply  of  the 
city  is  drawn  from  Wright  Pond.  Wright  Pond  has  an  area  of 
45  acres  and  Ashley  Pond  an  area  of  185  acres.  The  bottoms  are 
muddy,  hut  the  swamps  which  originally  bordered  the  ponds  in 
places  have  been  cleared  and  filled  in  with  gravel  and  the  shallow 
places  deepened.  The  ponds  have  a  drainage  area  of  2.06  square 
miles,  nearly  all  of  which  is  owned  by  the  city,  and  is  now  unin- 
habited. 

Whiting  Street  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  112  acres,  an 
average  depth  of  15  feet  and  &  maximum  depth  of  20  feet.  The 
bottom  was  originally  swampy,  and  none  of  the  soil  or  organic 
matter  was  removed  when  the  reservoir  was  constructed.  The 
drainage  area  of  Whiting  Street  Reservoir  is  1.34:  squai'e  milcd, 
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ud  this  area,  like  that  of  Wright  and  Ashley  |>onds,  is  practically 
BDiDhabitcd. 

During  the  yeara  1897-98  works  were  constructed  for  obtaining 
in  additional  water  supply  from  the  Manhan  River  in  Southamx)ton. 
A  small  reservoir  having  an  area  of  10.33  acres,  was  built  on  the 
river  at  the  junction  of  the  two  principal  tributaries,  Manhan  and 
lacker  brooks.  ^Vate^  from  this  reservoir  is  conveyed  through  a 
pipe  to  the  upper  end  of  Ashley  Pond,  from  the  lower  end  of  which 
water  flows  into  Wright  Pond,  and  is  thence  distributed  to  the  city. 
Manban  River,  at  the  point  where  the  storage  reservoir  is  con- 
Btmcted,  has  a  drainage  area  of  13.2  square  miles,  which  contains  a 
population  of  18  per  square  mile. 

The  water  of  Whiting  Street  Reservoir  contains  at  times  very 
li^  amounts  of  organic  matter,  much  of  which  is  in  the  form  of 
nucroscopical  organisms.  The  water  of  Wright  and  Ashley  ponds 
is  of  somewhat  better  quality  than  that  of  Whiting  Street  Reser- 
Toir,  and  the  quality  has  boon  improved  by  the  introduction  of 
Titer  from  the  JVIanhan  River  and  by  improvements  made  in  the 
pond  and  its  water-shed. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commis- 
sioners of  Holy oke,  relative  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  Jce  to  be 
cot  from  Ashley  Pond,  may  be  found  on  page  124  of  this  volume. 


Ckwuioii  Examination  of  Water  from  Whiting  Street  Storage  Jle»ermir,  Holyoke. 
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Microtcopical  Examination  of  Water  fixm  Whiting  Street  Storage  Beaerooii 

Botyohe. 

[Kombtr  ol  otiutnu  p«t  onblc  eaiillmttar.] 
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of  WiOerfiim  Wright  md  AiNei/  flwidi,  Bolyoke. 

[Pvu  pn  lOOiMW.] 


3 

ArriAuioa. 

"^^F-" 

J,™.,.. 

.1* 
.11 

.10 

»^„ 

.a 

.» 

t 

1 

1 

1 

AJbamlnald. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

i 

A 

1 

m 

ii.ru 

Aa,.M 

V.allKfat. 
V..UBbt 
V.all|ht. 

V.dlifat. 
T..llgh». 

T.allKbt. 

.11 

.9) 

t.RB 

.COM 

-ooia 

.DIM 
.MS8 

.oim'.oom 

.MSB' .MB 

.«K» 

.0030 

.0000 
.ooo: 
.0001 

t.9 

It 

.u 

<.» 

^ 

.(WW 

.OB 

^ 

,0041 

■•"' 

- 



.  _ 



Odor  of  Iha  flnt  ■unpla,  fmlnllj  TegaubJ*,  tweoralDg  dlaUnotl j  TefeUbt*  uid  fnuy  on  hHttDf ;  of 
bNcrad,  MdUjt  oUjr,  bMOtnlDS  Mrab|l;oll;  on  haiUDt;  of  tbe  tbird.  doh,  bKumlnf  filntly  (nuf 

«li»i1i|;  cf  tb*  iHt,  oDoi,  bMomtof  blntly  Tataubl*  OB  bMUD(. WuMi  from  Mubu  BlTti  hu 

IM  dhnwd  lota  Ohm  pomli  ibiiw  tb*  iMctDntaf  ot  ItM. 

Xiemeopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Wright  and  AtNey  Fonda,  Boli/oke, 

[ITDiabtr  of  oritnliou  por  foblo  cmtlmsMr.] 
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Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Fomar  Reservoir  on  the  Manhan  Biret 
Bouthamplon. 
[PirtaptTlOO/nO.] 
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"Water  Supply  of  Hoped 
(See  MUford.) 


"Water  Supply  op  Hudsox, 
The  source  of  supply  is  Gates  Pond  in  lierlin.  The  pond  has  an 
area  of  aliout  DO  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  80  feet  and  an  average 
depth  of  30  feet.  During  the  year  18'J7  a  new  dam  was  constructed 
on  tho  brook  below  the  outlet  of  the  pond,  by  which  the  water  of  the 
pond  will  be  raised  about  2  feet,  and  the  drainage  area  considerably 
increased.  In  1898  works  were  constructed  for  the  diversion  into 
the  pond  of  the  water  of  Fosgate  Brook,  which  flows  near  the  pond 
and  at  a  higher  level  but  in  another  water-shed.  The  water-shed 
of  Fosgate  Brook  contained  about  15  acres  of  swamp  land  through 
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~nrhich  the  brook  passed,  and  the  water  from  this  portion  of  the 
S'tream  was  very  highly  colored.  A  ditch  was  built  around  the  edges 
of  this  swamp,  to  intercept  the  water  from  the  higher  land  as  it 
flows  toward  the  brook  and  prevent  it  from  passing  over  the  swamp. 
The  water  which  fells  upon  the  swamp  is  diverted  from  the  brook 
l>y  means  of  a  line  of  pipe  laid  to  a  point  outside  the  water-shed. 
"Xliese  works  were  completed  about  Oct.  1,  1898,  and  the  effect  upon 
"tlie  quality  of  the  water  can  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  table  of 
oliemical  analyses  of  water  from  Fosgate  Brook  which  is  given  on 
a.  sacceeding  page.  It  will  be  seen  that,  whereas  in  September, 
jxist  before  the  work  was  completed,  the  color  waa  2.00,  in  October 
it:  had  been  reduced  to  0.32  and  in  December  to  0.12,  A  corre- 
sponding reduction  will  )>e  noticed  in  the  organic  matter. 

Gates  Pond  now  has  a  water-ehed  of  0.58  of  a  square  mile,  which 
contuna  a  small  permanent  population.  There  are  several  houses 
OB  the  shores  of  the  pond  which  are  occupied  during  the  summer. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commis- 
sioners of  Hudson,  relative  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply 
tx)  be  taken  from  Fosgate  Brook  in  that  town,  may  be  found  on 
pages  22  to  24  of  this  volume. 

Chemieal  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Oaiea  Pond,  Berlin, 

IPuUparlOO.OOC.] 
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Microieopioal  Examination  of  Water  from  Chiles  Pond^  Berlin. 

[Nomber  of  organiiiiM  per  enble  oentimeter.] 
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CSkemfcoJ  Examination  of  WtUer  from  FosgaU  Brook,  in  BerUn. 

[P*ru  pu  100,000.] 
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Cltemicai  Examination  of  Water  from  Tribtitariei  of  Foigale  Brook. 

[Puu  pv  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Hdll. 
(See  Bingham.) 


HujfTINQTON, 

The  advice  of  Uie  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commis 
sioners  of  the  Huntington  fire  district,  relative  to  a  proposed  Bye 
tern  of  water  supply  for  the  district,  may  be  found  on  pages  24  t 
26  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  analyises  of  samples  of  wate 
collected  from  various  sources  in  the  totm  during  the  investiga 
tions  in  connection  with  the  selection  of  a,  source  of  water  suppl. 
are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Various  Sutfaee  Water  Souroee  in  Sum 
ingkm  and  Vicinity. 

[Put*  IWT  lOO.OOO.] 
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HTDE  PARK  ANB  MH/TOIR'. 

WiTEK  Supply  op  Hyob  Park  and  Milton.  —  Hyde  Pabk 

■\Vatek  Compant. 
The  source  of  supply  ie  a  system  of  tubular  wells  on  the  shore  of 
the  Xeponset  River  in  Hyde  Park.     Some  of  the  wells  are  located 
ciose  to  the  river,  while  others  are  situated  at  a  considerable  dis- 
tance from  it,  and  the  character  of  the  water  drawn  from  the  wells, 
as  indicated  by  analyses  of  samples  collected  from  different  groups, 
Varies  greatly.     The  water  contains  a  large  amount  of  organic  mat- 
ter Id  the  form  of  free  ammonia,  and  also,  at  times,  of  iron. 


CAmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Wells  of  the  Si/de  Park  WaUr  OortqHmy. 

[Puu  par  100,000] 
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Water  Supply  of  Ipswich. 


[Pub.  I 


The  source  of  supply  is  a  storage  reservoir  on  Dew's  Brook 
Ipswich.  The  reservoir  has  an  area  of  17.5  acres,  a  maximu: 
depth  of  20  feet,  an  average  depth  of  9,6  feet  and  a  storage  capacK 
of  55,000,000  gallons.  All  of  the  soil  and  organic  matter  was  K 
moved  from  the  area  flooded.  The  water-shed  of  the  reservoir  la 
an  area  of  0.94  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  population  of  - 
per  square  mile.  A  large  part  of  this  population  is  located  qa^ 
close  to  the  shores  of  the  reservoir,  or  near  small  brooks  wht 
enter  the  reservoir  directly. 


Chemical  Examination  of  WdUrJrom  Dow'i  Brook  lAovt  the 
the  Iptwich  Water  Worka. 

[pKXt  p«r  lOO.OOO.] 
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OMmwoJ  Exammation  of  Water  from  t&e  Storage  ReHrvoir  vf  the  Ipiwieh  Water 
Worki. 

[Pan*  par  100,001).} 
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Mtientcopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Reservoir  of  tke  Ipswich 
WaUr  Woriu. 

[Number  of  org.DtMn.  par  cnbla  oaulmalcr.] 
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IPSWICH. 

Mierotoopieai  Examination  <4  Water  Jnm  the  Storage  Be*ervoir  of  the  Iptmie^ 
Water  ITorJb— Concluded. 

[NnmlMr  ot  otf*Dl*a»  per  aabkt  canUnMtu.] 






1SB8. 

'"■ 

raa. 

JUr. 

Apr. 

iUy.jj™. 

Jnlj 

*1W. 

Sqil. 

Oct. 

X«r 

- 

ANIMALS. 

InAiBOFla 

DlDObrron 

pLrtdSi'-'St'.    :    :    ;    : 

Vermee, 

It 

0 

B 

0 

s 

1 

0 
0 

a 

1t 

B 

D 

tt4 

6 

4 
0 

» 

TO 
B 

• 

a 

0 

1 
* 
1 
1 

JHlH'fausu,  ZoORkM,  .       .       . 

i 

s 

t 

t 

'»i    " 

1 

«B 

1    g 

Total, 

iJ 

J_ 

11 

w 

_!!j 

^ 

».     .0. 

TB 

_»^ 

u|» 

Water  Scpplv  op  Kikgbton. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from   Faucets    tupplied  from  the 
Water  Works. 
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Water  Supply  of  L.vxcaster. 
(See  ClinUm.) 
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LAWBENCE. 


Water  Supply  of  Lawrence. 


The  source  of  supply  is  the  Merrimack  River,  above  the  thickly 
populated  portioD  of  the  city.  The  river  water  is  filtered  through 
a  sand  filter  haviog  an  area  of  2.5  acres,  which  has  been  fiiHy  de- 
scribed on  page  543  of  the  annual  report  for  1893.  The  filtered 
water  ia  pumped  to  a  large  open  distributing  reservoir.  The  re- 
sults obtained  by  the  use  of  the  filter  are  shown  in  a  subsequent 
portion  of  this  report  upon  the  purification  of  water. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  Lawrence, 
relative  to  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter,  may 
be  found  on  pages  26  to  28  of  this  volume. 

Giemical  Eseaminalion  of  Water  fivm  the  Merrimaek  Biver  above  Lawrtnce, 
opposite  the  Intake,  of  the  Lawrence  Water  Worka. 

[PaiU  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  SxamituUion  of  Water  Jrom  tke  Merrimack  Biver  o/ter  pasting  thro 
the  Sand  Fitter  of  the  Lawrenee  Water  Worka. 

[PkU  ftr  100,001).] 
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Water  Supply  op  Lbb.  —  Berkshire  Water  Company. 

Oemieai  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Upper  Baervoir  of  the  Berkih^  Water 
Company. 

[FUU  par  100,000.] 
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(Smieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Lower  Betervoir  of  the  Berksliir 
Company. 

[Pari*  per  100,000.] 
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IiEICKSTEB. 

Water  Supply  of  Leicester  Water  Supply  District, 
Leicester. 

C/ietiiical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WelU  of  Ihe  LeioeaUr  Water  Supply 
DMria. 


[p™ 

p*r  iOO.MO.] 

i     1 

....... 

tilTKHUS 

1' 

1 

1 

1 

! 



1 

1 

1 

Anniw  of  Uir»  Hmplu  wIlHted  In  Juu. 

... 

*■•' 

"» 

.««. 



.MM 

.12 

t.O 

.OKI 

Odor,  noo(. Tb*  uinplti  w«ra  eollMMd  from  ■  hDMt  In  the  Tlllaa*. 

Water  Supply  of  Lenox.  —  Lenox  Water  Company. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  stereo  reserroir  oq  the  head  waters  ° 
Williams  Birer.  The  reservoir  has  an  area  of  7  acres,  an  averO'S 
depth  of  about  9  feet,  a  storage  capacity  of  20,000,000  gallons  a.*^ 
a  water-shed  of  0.61  of  a  square  mile.  The  water-shed  contain^ 
population  of  about  17  per  square  mile. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Lenox  Wat^* 
Company,  relative  to  improving  the  quality  of  the  water  suppli^ 
to  the  town,  may  be  found  on  pages  28  to  30  of  this  volume. 

Oteinical  Examination  of  Water  from  (Ac  Iniei  to  the  Reservoir  of  the  Lenox  Wa^ 
Company. 
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I.BNOX. 

(Aemieal  Rxamination  of  Water  from  the  Storage  Setervotr  of  ttte  Lenox  Water 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Wateb  Supply  of  Leominster. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Morse,  Haynes  and  Fall  Brook  reser- 
voirs. Haynes  Eeservoir  has  an  area  of  58  acres,  a  maxiuium 
depth  of  12  feet  and  a  capacity  of  140,000,000  gallons.  A  large 
portion  of  the  area  of  the  reservoir  is  flooded  to  a  slight  depth 
*Iien  the  reservoir  is  full.  The  bottom  was  originally  swampy, 
*nd  none  of  the  soil  was  removed  when  the  reservoir  was  con- 
structed. The  drainage  area  of  the  reservoir  is  0.49  of  a  square 
mile,  which  contains  a  population  of  30  per  square  mile. 

Morse  reservoir  has  a  ma-ximum  depth  of  23  feet  and  a  capacity 
of  40,000,000  gallons.  Its  bottom  is  said  to  lie  sandy,  but  a  large 
portion  of  the  reservoir  is  quite  shallow.  The  water-shed  contains 
Do  population. 

Fall  Brook  Reservoir  was  constructed  in  1896.  It  hag  an  area 
of  82.5  acres,  an  average  depth  of  14.3  feet,  a  maximum  depth  of 
28  feet  and  a  storage  capacity  of  .386,000,000  gallons.  The  soil 
*Dd  organic  matter  were  removed  from  all  of  the  area  flowed  tt'ith 
lie  exception  of  about  20  acres,  where  the  mud  was  so  deep  that  it 
''ss  not  removed,  but  was  covered  with  gravel  to  a  depth  of  from 
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15  to  18  inches.     The  reservoir  has  a  water-sbed  of  1.26  at- 
miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  20  per  square  mile. 

The  water  of  Haynes  Beserroir  has  always  given  much  tro] 
as  it  contains  at  times  very  large  quantities  of  organic  matter,  i 
of  which  is  in  the  form  of  microscopical  organisms.  The  >vat 
Morse  Reservoir  is  of  much  better  quality,  although  it  is  affi 
unfavorably  by  the  water  of  Haynes  Reservoir,  which  is  divi 
into  it  at  times.  The  water  of  Fall  Brook  Reservoir  has  al 
been  of  good  quality,  and  ita  quality  has  improved  each  year  : 
the  reservoir  was  first  filled  in  1896. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Haynu  Setervoir,  LeomintUr. 

[Pwta  p«  100,000.] 
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Mieroieopieai  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Haynea  Reservoir,  Leomimt 

[NDDibar  at  orgulinii  par  cnbls  HDUmattr.] 
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MmMopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Hmfttea  Seiervoir,  Leomimter — Con- 
oluded. 

[NnmlMr  of  orfUlliBa  par  cmUs  ognllmnar.] 
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fAcmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Morte  Betervoir,  Leomiatttr. 

[Parla  p«r  10D,I>M.] 
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Microscopical  ExamiHoiion  of  Water  frvm  Morse  SeMervotr,  LeomiruUr. 

[Number  of  orgubm*  par  oibls  oaatlraaUr.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fait  Brook,  above  the  Fall  Brook  Batrv^- 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fall  Brook  Betervoir,  Leomituter, 

[PuUp*rl<W,<M.] 
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LEOMINSTER. 

Microscopical  ExamituUion  of  Water  from  Fail  Brook  Seservoir,  LeomittOa— 
Concluded. 

[Nnmtwr  of  oignDlima  par  inbls  csDttmsUr.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Fall  Brook  SeMrvoir,  LeominaUr,  MlUdc^ 
near  the  BoUom. 

[Part*  par  100,000.] 
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opical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Fall  Brook  Beservoir  LeotninaUr,  eot- 
lected  near  the  BoUom. 

[Nambat  at  orgaxKiwm  par  aaMs  iisDtliiiatar.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Lexington. 
water  supply  is  taken  from  large  wells  and  tubular  wells  in 
low  in  the  valley  of  Vine  Brook  and  from  a  storage  reservoir 
le  Brook  about  a  mile  above  the  wclla.  The  storage  reser- 
as  an  area  of  by^  acres,  a  capacity  of  14,000,000  gallons 
water-shed  of  0.3  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  popu- 
of  about  30  per  square  mile.  The  water  of  the  reservoir 
ns  so  much  organic  matter  and  is  otherwise  of  such  poor 
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quality  that  it  is  used  only  when  the  yield  from  the  wells  is  insul 
cient  for  the  supply  of  the  town.  The  wells,  from  which  the  sn 
ply  is  ordinarily  obtained,  furnish  water  which  is  very  highly  colon 
aud  contains  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter.  In  1897  a  mechat 
cal  filter  was  introduced,  the  water  being  passed  through  a  bed  < 
charcoal. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commt 
sioners  of  Lexington,  relative  to  the  advisability  of  allowing  ice  i 
be  cut  from  the  reservoir  of  the  Lexington  water  works,  may  1 
found  on  page  125  of  this  volume. 


Chemical  Examinalitm  of  WaUr  from  Vint  Brook,  above  0>e  Storage  Beienxtr  i 
the  Lexington  Water  Workt. 

[PuU  p«r  100,000.] 
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QUmicai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Vint  Brook  Storage  Setervoir  of  the 

Lexington  Water  Work*. 
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I.BXINGTO?r. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Vine  Brook  Storage  Bttervoir  of  Ik 
Ltxittgton  Water  Woriu — Concluded. 

(MnmbarororgaDlHiit  par  gnblo  oanlliiiatH.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Wells  of  the  Lexington  Water  Works. 

(PirU  p«r  100,000.] 
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ikal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WtlU  of  the  Lexington  Water  Woriu 
after  pataing  through  a  Mechanical  Filter. 

(PktU  ptr  1(I0.DIN.] 


1 

A„««.c. 

s 

1 

„„.,.. 

i 

HITIHKIIK 

r 

5 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

i 

} 

i 

j 

1 

ipr.SI 

V..1igW. 

Son,. 

11. M 

.0010 

.0118 

.87 

.MM 

.(Km 

.£0 

4.0 

.DOM 

«.,  K 

Kons. 

Soo«. 

.»1 

9. 29 

.M« 

.mi 

.6« 

.«» 

,0003 

.£B 

4.S 

.0070 

Aog,  t 

V.ditbt. 

N-OD«. 

.a 

B.n 

.Oosu 

.■alio 

.«> 

.0140 

,0003 

.n 

4.t 

.0080 

Aog.M 

NOM. 

Nop.. 

.M 

12.W 

,09M 

.«« 

.U 

.oefio 

.owa 

.« 

4.0 

.0170 

Sept.  IS 

Nooe. 

Nong. 

.10 

W.70 

.0035 

.1)103 

-MOO 

.0013 

.« 

t.I 

.0040 

on.  M 

Saot. 

Hon.. 

.M 

11. M 

.WOO 

-inoa 

.« 

.llM 

.OOOS 

.43 

I.T 

.OQM 

■••'■ 

.0025 

■••" 

.«0 

-" 

.DOOI 

.M 

4.7 

onni 



ig  Ihs  ■ 


Lmpla. 


!tMt  la  k  mDDth,  Ihe  mun  aiulril*  for  thil  moalt 
tup  It  tlia  pumping  atkUaD,  and  laprM 


.eclrd 


I  irclla  that  bu  pawed  tbioagb  Iba  i 

Water  Suitly  of  Lincoln. 
(SeeCtoiKwrd) 

Water  Sltply  of  Longmeahow. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Cooky  Brook,  Longmeadow. 
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Water  Sui'ply  of  Lowell. 
i  of  supply  are  three  systems  of  tubular  wells.     There 
0  a  direct  connection  witli  tlie  Merrimack  River. 
e  first  system  of  driven  wells,  known  as  the  "Cook"  wells, 
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coDsists  of  51  6'mch  tubular  wells  and  40  wells  of  smaller  size^ 
located  ia  the  valley  of  River  Meadow  Brook,  a  short  distaot^ 
above  Plain  Street.  The  wells  are  driven  to  depths  of  from  47  t  ■« 
67  feet.  The  land  in  which  these  wells  are  located  is  so  low  than, 
at  times  of  high  water  in  the  brook  it  is  completely  flooded. 

The  second  system  of  tubular  wells,  known  as  the  "  Hydraulic  ' 
wells,  is  located  in  the  valley  of  Biver  Meadow  Brook,  near  ti^m 
point  where  the  brook  is  crossed  by  the  old  Middlesex  canal  1  x 
Chelmsford,  and  about  a  mile  above  the  "  Cook"  wells.  This  sys- 
tem consists  of  120  2-inch  tubular  wells,  which  are  driven  to  &.K 
average  depth  of  about  45  feet.  The  wells  are  located  in  a  meadoV 
in  some  parte  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  d^pth  of  peaty  soil. 

The  third  group  of  wells,  known  as  the  "Boulevard"  welk,  E 
located  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Merrimack  River,  about  a  quartes^ 
of  a  mile  above  the  Lowell  dam.  This  group  consists  of  169  2^^ 
inch  wells,  driven  to  depths  varying  from  27  to  40  feet. 


Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  Siver  above  LoweU. 

[PsrUparKW.OM.] 
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mKalExaminaitonof  Water  from  Tubular  Wells  in  the  Valley  of  River  Meadow 
Brook,  a  Short  Distance  above  I^ain  Strtel. 
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lOWELI,, 

Chemical  Examiaalion  of  Water  from  Tubular  WcUa  in  the  Valley  of  tkt  I1ctt> 
mack  lUoer  near  the  Pawtucket  Boulevard. 
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Zmsmf  AND  SAUGUS. 

Water  Supply  of  Lynn  and  Saugus. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Breed's,  Birch,  Glen  Lewis,  Walden 
nd  Hawkes  ponds  and  the  Saugus  River.  Statistics  of  the  differ- 
nt  sources  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


SOURCE. 


Area  of 
Water 
8ar(ac« 
(Acres). 


Maximam 
Depth 
(Feet). 


Averaife 
Depth 
(Feet). 


Btoraire 
Capacity 
(Gallons). 


Area  of 

Watershed 

(8q.  Miles). 


Popolatlon 
Per  So. 
Mile  of 

Watershed. 


irsed's  Pond,    . 

Ureh  Pond, 

}leo  Lewla  Pond,     . 

^slden  Pond,    .       • 

UwkeiPond,   . 

•Qgna  Rl^er  at  If  ontroae, 

ftOfos  River  at  Howlett'a  Dam, 


68 
82 
86 
128 
76 


22 
21 
17 
17 
26 


16 
17 
12 
12 
16 


268,000,000 
381,000,000 
120,000,000 
408,000,000 
800,000,000 


0.98 
0.60 
0.86 
1.81 
1.02 
11.70 
17.00 


11 

76 


44 

600 
760 


Breed's  Pond,  which  was  the  original  source  of  supply,  was  for- 
lerly  a  mill  pond  which  was  enlarged  by  raising  the  dam  when  it 
as  used  for  a  storage  reservoir.  Birch  Pond  is  an  artificial  reser- 
oir,  in  which  the  soil  was  left  on  the  bottom.  Glen  Lewis  and 
Talden  ponds  are  both  situated  on  Penny  Brook.  The  site  of 
icse  reservoirs  was  originally  a  swamp,  from  which  the  soil  was 
ot  removed  when  the  reservoirs  were  constructed,  but  a  portion 
IS  been  removed  from  the  bottom  of  Walden  Pond  during  the  past 
w  years.  Hawkes  Pond  was  constructed  in  1897,  and  was  pre- 
ired  for  the  storage  of  water  ])y  the  removal  of  all  the  soil  and 
rganic  matter,  with  the  exception  of  small  areas  where  the  soil 
as  covered  with  a  layer  of  gravel. 

Water  from  the  Saugus  River  was  originally  tiiken  at  Howlett's 
am,  a  short  distance  below  the  mouth  of  the  Wakefield  branch. 
urin<?  the  vear  1898  a  connection  was  made  with  the  river  in  the 
cinity  of  Montrose,  above  the  place  where  the  Wakefield  branch 
Iters  tlie  river,  so  that  water  from  the  river  may  now  be  drawn 
to  Hawkes  Pond. 

A  communication  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of 
ialth  of  Lynn,  relative  to  the  cause  of  an  increased  number  of 
■ses  of  t\"phoid  fever  in  that  city,  may  be  found  on  pages  31  to  36 

this  volume. 
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Mieroteopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Breed's  Pond,  Lynn. 
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vpieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Breed's  Pond,  Lynn  —  Coacluded, 
[Mumlwr  ol 
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Microtcopieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Birch  I^nd,  Lynn. 

[Number  ol  OT|UIhiu  par  cmUs  aantlmatar.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  WtUden  Pond,  Lynn. 

[Put*  ptt  100,001).] 
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Micnteopical  £xaminaiioit  of  Water  from  Walden  Pond,  Lynn — Concla 

[HoBbcr  of  orfkolMi*  par  nbto  oiDtliiiatar.} 


MM. 

J.. 

TA 

«.. 

Apr 

«„]...,. 

ji^ 

A-, 

»,.o..^. 

AK1M4L8. 
BhizopodK 

InrtuorlA, 

wr:  ;  ;  ;  ; 

PpirSn™™. :   :   :   : 

Dmtden. 

'Vermes 

aj'ffi.  :   :   :   :   : 

D 
] 

0 

t 
B 
c 

0 

7 

D 

1 
« 

1 

D 

0 

1M 

u 

to 
u 

4 

0 

t 

l,t!6 

0 

l« 

1 

0 

♦ 

* 

Pr. 

0 

4) 

1 

H 

t 
4 

0 
0 

0 

«4 

1»S 

0 

pr, 

11       1 

O          ( 
t        3 

0       0 

0          0 

t 

* 

t 

t 

• 

1 

10 

B 

_^ 

=» 

,« 

1,750 

I,«M 

m 

aoB 

m 

I.S10  J  fin 

' 

CSton jo)/  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Olen  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn. 
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Mierousopieal  Examination  of  Wider  from  Okn  Lewis  Pond,  Lynn. 
[MoiBbar  ol  orguilaDU  par  etble  MnUmtur.] 
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Ohemieal  Examwalion  of  Water  from  Hamha  Pond,  Lj/ttn. 
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Miero»eopietU  Bxaminalion  of  Water  from  Hatokes  Pond,  Lynn. 
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LYNK  AHS  BAUQUS. 
Mieroaecpieai  fzomfnoMon  of  Water  from  Eawket  Pond,  Lynn — Condnded. 
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CK«misa/  ffxamJnoMon  o/  WaUr  from  the  Saugta  River  at  Monlrota. 
[Put!  par  100,000.] 
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CSiemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Baugut  Siver  at  Ote  Line  btimeen  Smtgu^ 
and  Wake/kid,  and  jtut  above  the  PoitU  where  it  is  Joined  by  the  Wakefield  Branch. 

[PuU  p«t  U»,DOO.] 
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Chemical  ExaminaUon  of  Water  from  the  Saugut  River  at  HowletPi  Dam,  Baugua, 

[Part*  par  lOO.OW.] 
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Gh^mieal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Lynn  supplied  froim  One  Lynn 
Water  Works. 
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MicroiMpicai  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Fatteet  in  Lynn  supplied  from  the 
Lynn  Water  Works. 
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ijTsns  AHs  sAuens. 

Mierotoopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  a  FauaU  fo  £y»n  mppU^  from 
Lytm  Water  Works — Concluded. 
[ITiuabtr  ct  artultmi  p«r  < 
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Water  Supply  op  Maldek. 
(See  also  Xetropolilan  Water  District,  pages  133-160.) 

The  lower  portions  of  Maiden,  together  with  the  city  of  Medfo 
and  the  town  of  Melrose,  were  supplied  from  Spot  Pond  in  Ston 
ham  until  Jan.  21,  1898,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  year  frc 
the  Metropolitan  Works.  The  high-service  district  was  suppli 
with  water  taken  from  the  system  of  tubular  wells  at  Webster  Pa 
in  Maiden  until  the  latter  part  of  1898,  since  which  time  both  t 
high  and  low  service  districts  liave  l)een  supplied  with  water  frt 
the  Metropolitan  Works. 

The  system  at  Webster  Park  consists  of  99  tubular  wells  driv 
through  gravel  to  rock.  The  average  depth  of  the  wells  is  al)c 
60  feet.  There  is  a  large  population  in  the  territory  .ibout  t 
wells,  but  there  are  no  dwelling-houses  in  their  immediate  vicinit 
The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  moutt 
samples  of  water  from  the  wells  and  yearly  aver^es  of  analyses  ma 
in  former  years.  The  hardness  of  the  water  has  increased  great 
since  the  works  were  first  constructed. 
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HAU>EN> 

Ckmieal  Examination  of  WaUr  from  tiu  lubular  WtlU  at  Mt^Uuwod  (TFeMar 
Park),  MiOden. 

[PwU  p*r  WVM).] 
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■Water  Sdpplt  of  Manchester. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  a  well  32  feet  in  diameter  and  29  fe« 
deep  located  in  the  valley  of  Saw-mill  Brook,  with  11  tabular  ^elli 
driven  in  its  bottom  and  5  tubular  wells  driven  to  depths  rangii^ 
from  27  to  34  feet  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  a  short  distance  above 
the  large  well. 
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Water  Supply  of  Mansfield  Water  Supply  District, 
Mansfield. 
The  source  of  supply  ia  a  well  25  feet  in  diameter  and  20  feet 
deep  in  the  vicinity  of  Gate  Springs,  near  the  Canoe  River. 
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led  of  a  pond  which  has  been  drained  and  was  sunk  through  about 
!0  feet  of  mud  into  a  stratum  of  gravel.  The  water  from  well  No. 
{  coDtains  an  excessive  amount  of  iron,  and  considerable  trouble 
las  been  caused  by  its  presence  in  the  water  supplied  to  the  town. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  an  application  from 
iie  water  commissioners  of  Marblehead,  with  regard  to  the  iron  in 
he  water  supplied  to  the  town  and  the  best  remedy  therefor,  may 
»  found  on  pages  37  and  38  of  this  volume. 


^lentical  Examination  of  Waler  from  Faucets  in  Marbkhead  supplied  fro: 
MarbUhead  Water  Works. 

[PutM  pn  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Marlborough. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Lake  Williams  and  Millham  Brook, 
ake  Williams  has  an  area  of  72  acres,  a  capacity  of  270,000,000 
lUons  and  a  general  depth  of  from  10  to  26  feet.  The  bottom  of 
le  lake  is  said  to  be  muddy.  The  lake  has  a  water-shed  of  0.56 
'  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  population  of  about  550  per 
luare  mile, 

Millham  Brook  Reservoir,  which  was  constructed  in  1895,  has 
1  area  of  G6  acres,  a  storage  capacity  of  315,000,000  gallons  and 

general  depth  of  25  feet.  The  area  flowed  contained  about  30 
sres  of  meadow,  in  which  the  mud  was  3  to  6  feet  deep.  All  of 
le  bottom  of  the  reservoir  which  was  above  a  plane  10  feet  below 
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high  water  was  stripped  of  all  soil  and  vegetable  matter,  the  mateiiil 
remoTed  being  used  to  fill  shallow  portions,  so  that  there  is  no 
part  of  the  reservoir  where  the  water  is  less  than  6  feet  deep  it 
high  water.  The  remainder  of  the  bottom  was  cleared  of  brnah 
and  stumps,  but  none  of  the  soil  was  removed.  The  water-shed  of 
the  reservoir,  exclusive  of  the  water-shed  of  Lake  Williams,  which 
is  in  the  same  water-shed,  has  an  urea  of  3.56  square  miles  and 
contains  60  persons  per  square  mile. 

Jtmt  above  the  reservoir  Millham  Brook  is  joined  by  a  large 
tributary,  known  as  the  Korth  Branch.  The  North  Branch  coo- 
tains  much  swamp  on  its  water-shed,  and  the  water  is  consequent^ 
very  highly  colored  and  contains  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter. 
The  South  Branch  has  much  less  swamp  upon  its  water-shed,  ibA 
die  water  is  of  better  quality. 

Water  from  the  reservoir  can  be  pumped  into  Lake  Williams,  or 
it  can  be  pumped  directly  into  the  distributing  reservoir.  On  a^ 
count  of  the  heavy  rainfall  throughout  1898  no  water  was  used  from 
this  source  for  the  supply  of  the  city  during  the  year. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  city  of  Mwl- 
borough,  relative  to  plans  for  a  proposed  extension  of  the  sewerage 
system  of  the  city  to  the  district  bordering  upon  Lake  WilliitDis, 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  purity  of  the  water  of  the  lake, 
may  be  found  on  pages  94  to  96  of  this  volume, 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  WHiiams,  Marlborough. 
[PkTU  p«r  100,000.] 
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Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  North  Branch  of  Mill^am  Brook,  near 
Ha  Bntranoe  to  the  Millham  Brook  Storage  Reatrvoir,  Marlborough. 

[P*rU  par  100,000.] 
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OdoTi  iMianllr  nfitabla,  NmoUmM  mBalf. 


Okxmicai  Examination  oj  Water  from  Millham  Brook,  near  it*  Entrance  to  the 
Millham  Brook  Storage  Beeervoir,  Marlborough. 

[PuU  par  lOO.OW.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  nmham  Bnoi  Storage  Betervoir, 
MarUxtrottgh. 
[pKUptrimMM.] 
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Mknteopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Mitlham  Brook  Bloragt  Reservoir, 

Marlborough. 

[ITnnibar  ol  orgutiiu  p«t  entia  onllnatar.] 
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Chemical  ESMmmaUon  of  Water  Jrom  Mitlhom  Brook  Storage  Beiervoir,  Marl- 
borough,  colkettd  near  the  Bottom. 

[Putt  pw  IM.OOI).] 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Millham  Brook  Storage  Reservoir, 
Marlborough,  collected  near  the  Bottom. 

[Nombar  at  orfuluDa  par  cnbls  saoUmMsi  ] 
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Mieroicopieal  Examination  of  Waler/rom  Millham  Brook  Blorage  Beaervoir, 

Marlborough,  eoUeeUd  near  tKe  Bottom—  Cooclnded. 

[HnmlMt  of  orc*Blni»  ptr  eabia  oMilmtttr.] 
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Water  Supply   op  Brant  Book,    Marshfield,  —  Brant  Rock 

Water  Company. 
'^^emiealSxamifMlionofWaUrfi'omAe  WeUoftHe  Brant  Bock  Water  Compami. 

[Part*  par  im.OOO.J 
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Water  Supi'ly  of  Maysard. 

The  source  of  supply  is  White  Pond  in  Hudson  and  Stow.     The 

pond  has  an  area  of  58  acres  and  a  water-shed  of  0,29  of  a  square 

mile,   which  contains  a  population  of  about  17  per   square  mile, 

Water  from  the  pond  is  drawn  through  a  long  conduit  constructed 
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of  earthen  pipe  witti  open  joints  to  an  open  masonry  receiving  res — 
ervoir,  Mucti  ground  water  enters  the  conduit  between  the  pond_ 
and  the  receiving  reservoir.  Water  also  enters  the  reservoir  from 
the  ground  about  it  when  the  water  in  it  is  drawn  down,  so  that  the 
water  delivered  to  the  town  is  a  mixture  of  water  from  the  pond 
with  a  varying  amount  of  ground  water.  During  the  early  spring 
of  1898  the  water  had  a  fishy  and  oily  odor,  which  was  apparently 
due  to  a  growth  of  the  organism  Uroglena  in  the  open  reservoir. 


Chemical  ExamintUion  of  Water  from  White  Pond,  Maynard. 

[Firta  per  lDCt,IMI).J 
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hbdpibij)  in8akb  astluh. 
Wateb  Supply  of  Medfibld  Insane  Astlum. 
Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  Jrvtn  Farm  Amdtn  Bherbom., 

[PVU  par  100,000.] 


1 

A-««.a. 

■;ss." 

A....^, 

».,.J,., 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

if 

1 

i 

J 

i 

1 

ii 

1 

P.b.  IB 
Hkr.  SI 

Apr.  IB 

Jdi»11 
Ang.M 

a.pt.M 

Oil.   3fl 
D«.  SS 

V.  .light. 
V.dlghE. 

V..11H... 

V..llgl>i. 

V.iltgbt. 

V.  .light. 

V.illghl. 

Blight. 

BJIghi. 

KOM. 

v.. light. 

V..l!«hl. 

T.allght. 
V..llght. 
N«n*. 

Blight. 
V.  (light. 

aiigbi. 

v.. light. 
T..llghl 
Mod*. 

v.. light. 

.at 
.n 

M 

M 

.IQ 
.00 

1.10 

s.oo 

1.01 
l.U 

iM 
s.oo 
g.oo 

0 

U 

SO 

05 

.0004 

.0000 

.000* 

,0000 
.0008 

.0003 

012S 

oia 

oow 
oioo 

OlM 

ooss 

oosg 

0113 
OUD 
OOH 

ooos 

E 

0001 

0001 

.0010 

.OOW 

.0030 
.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

0000 

0000 
0000 

0000 

DOOl 
0000 

.11 

.11 

.14 

.11 

.10 

.11 

.11 

1  ^ 

' 

_ 

f*  «*f»  collHtod  fr 


Water  Supply  op  Medford. 
(See  also  MetropolUan  Water  Diatriel,  pages  133-160.) 
lie  city  of  Medford  was  formerly  supplied,  together  with  tlie 
of  Maiden  and  the  town  of  Melrose,  from  Spot  Pond,  the  aup- 
being  supplemented  at  times  by  water  from  Wright's  PobiJ. 
:e  March  12,  1898,  the  supply  of  Medford  has  been  taken  partly 
1  the  Metropolitan  Water  Works  and  partly  from  Wright's 
d.  Wright's  Pond  has  an  area  of  24  acres  and  an  average 
h  of  10  feet.  It  is  an  artificial  reservoir,  formed  by  a  dam 
as  a  brook  which  has  its  source  in  the  vicinity  of  Spot  Food, 
soil  was  not  removed  from  the  area  flowed  when  the  reservoir 
constructed.  The  pond  has  a  water-shed  of  191  acres,  which 
ains  a  very  small  population,  the  water-shed  being  mostly  in- 
ed  in  the  Middlesex  Fells  Park  Reservation.     Wat«r  is  also 
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pumped  at  times  from  t\(ro  branch  streams  which  enter  the  broo£ 
juBt  below  "Wright's  Pond. 

The  water  of  "Wright's  Pond  is  highly  colored,  and  contains  at 
times  a  very  large  amount  of  organic  matter. 

The  reply  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  an  application  from 
the  water  commissioners  of  Medford  for  advice  with  reference  to 
the  U8e  of  the  water  of  Wright's  Pond  during  cold  weather  may  ^ 
found  on  page  38  of  this  volume. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Wright's  Pond,  Medford. 

IPani  fmt  10D,«».] 
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Water  Supply  of  Melrose. 
(See  Metropolitan  Water  District,  pages  133-160.) 

Water  Supply  of  Methues. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  system  of  tubular  wells  in  the  vail*? 
of  Spicket  River,  at  the  place  where  the  river  is  joined  by  Har*^* 
Brook. 
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middi<ebobough. 
Water    Supply    of   Middlebosouoh    Fire    Distbict, 

MiDDLEBOKOUOH. 

The  source  of  supply  i»  a  well  near  the  Nemasket  River,  above 
he  village  of  Middleborough.  The  well  is  26  feet  in  diameter  and 
!S  feet  deep.  There  has  been  a  marked  deterioration  in  the  quality 
•f  the  water  drann  from  the  well,  which  is  shown  in  the  table  of 
'early  averages  of  chemical  analyses. 

'Aemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  MiddUborough  Ftre  ZHHria. 

[Pan*  p«r  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  op  Middleton. 
(See  Danvers.) 
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Water  Supply  op  Millbuby.  ■ 


-MiLLBURY   WaTBB   CohPANY. 


The  source  of  supply  is  a  n-ell  20  feet  in  diameter  and  40  feel 
deep,  located  on  a  tributary  of  Dorothy  Brook,  near  the  Millhurj 
branch  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  about  half  a  mile  north- 
east of  the  village. 

Chemi&a  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Welt  of  the  MiObury  Water  Oompmts 

[Pirto  par  l[»,l]0(t.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Millis. 
Chemicat  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Aqua  Sex  Spring,  MUlia. 

[Parta  per  IM.OM.] 
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Water  Svpply  of  Milton. 
(See  Syde  Park  ) 


Water  Supply  of  Monson. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  73  feet  in  diameter  and  23  fe€ 
deep,  located  in  tbe  valley  of  Ingalls  Brook,  near  its  junction  wit 
Conant  Brook,  about  2%  luilf's  from  the  village  of  Monson. 
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CAemicol  Examiwdion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  in  Monton,  supplied  from  the 
Monaon  Water  Work*. 
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^'ater  Supply  of  Turner's  Fali^  Fire  District,  Montague. 

The  source  of  supply  is  Lake  Pleasant,  which  is  situated  in  a 
sandy  plaio  in  the  town  of  Montague.  The  lake  has  an  area  of 
45  acres  and  a  maximuoi  depth  of  40  feet.  Its  shores  are  sandy, 
ui<I  the  bottom  is  said  to  he  free  from  organic  matter.  The  lake 
Ws  a  water-shed  of  1,78  square  miles,  which  contains  a  population 
of  about  14  persons  per  square  mile. 

The  water  obtained  from  this  source,  as  indicated  by  frequent 
analyses,  has  usually  been  of  good  quality,  hut  has  been  subject 
to  occasional  tastes  and  odors  caused  by  the  presence  of  the  or- 
ganism Uroglena. 

Ckemieal  Examination  of  WattTfrom  Lake  Pkasant,  Montague. 
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Water  Supply  of  Nantucket.  —  Waxkacomet  "Water  Company 
Tbe  source  of  supply  is  Wannacomet  Fond,  which  ia  situate 
near  Uie  sea,  tbe  lerel  of  tbe  water  iu  tbe  poud  being  about  4  fei 
above  the  level  of  ordinary  high  tide.  Tbe  pond  has  an  area  of 
acres  and  a  general  depth  of  14  feet.  The  shores  are  sandy,  bi 
the  bottom  is  said  to  contain  considerable  mud.  Tbe  drainaa 
area  of  the  pond  is  small  and  is  uninhabited.  Tbe  pond  has  l)ec 
subject  in  some  years  to  enormous  growths  of  tbe  organism  Am 
bcena  in  the  summer  and  early  fall,  which  gives  the  water  a  ver 
disagreeable  taste  and  odor;  and,  in  order  to  remedy  this,  a  filt< 
was  constructed  containing  from  12  to  16  inches  of  sand,  throug 
which  water  has  been  filtered  at  times  before  Iwing  pumped  to  tl 
distributing  stand-pipe.  The  filter  does  not  remove  the  taste  an 
odor  caused  by  the  organism  Ana/xcna. 


Chtmical  Examination  of  Water  from  Wannacomet  Pond,  Nantucket. 

{Pula  per  100,000.] 
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KAKTUCnCBT. 

Micro9copieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Wdnnacomet  Pond,  Nantucket, 

[Number  of  organlimi  par  oabic  oentlmeter.] 
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Chemieal  Exammation  oj  Water  from  the  fitter  of  the  Waimaetmei  Watex 
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Water  Supply  of  Natick. 

The  source  of  supply  is  Dug  Pond,  which  ia  tributary  to  La 
Cochituate,  one  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  D' 
trict.  The  pond  has  an  area  of  44^  acres  and  a  water-shed  of  0. 
of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  considerable  part  of  the  tbich 
built  up  portion  of  the  town  of  Natick,  the  population  on  the  watt 
shed  being  1,500  per  square  mile. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commissic 
ers  of  Xatick,  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  that  town 
be  taken  from  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Cochituate,  m 
be  found  on  pages  3!'  to  41  of  this  volume. 

In  a  previous  communication  to  the  water  commissioners  of  Natic 
relative  to  securing  a  supply  of  water  from  this  source  (pages 
and  33  of  the  annual  report  for  1897),  the  water  commissioners  we 
advised  to  make  a  test  by  pumping  from  wells  in  this  vicinity,  a1 
rate  as  great  as  would  be  necessarj'  for  the  supply  of  Xatick,  and  i 
a  period  of  two  or  three  weeks.  In  accordance  with  this  ndvi< 
numerous  test  wells  were  driven  and  samples  of  water  from  each 
them  were  analyzed.  On  January  19  a  pumping  test  was  begun  1 
pumping  with  a  steam  pump  from  five  of  the  wells,  numbered  1, 
3,  4  and  9.  Several  samples  of  water  were  collected  in  the  cour 
of  this  test,  the  results  of  which  may  be  found  in  the  last  of  the  fc 
lowing  tables.     The  test  was  continued  until  January  31. 
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VATICE. 
Chemicat  fxamfnoMm  of  Water  from  Dug  Pond,  Natiek. 
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Micro$eopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Dug  Pond,  Natich. 

(ITdiiiIwt  oI  oigaBtama  prr  inbic  eenllniMtr.) 
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NATICK. 

Chemiaii  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Various  Tubular  Tat  WelU  in  On  Vieinily 

of  Lake  Coehituate  in  Natick. 

[Parti  p*t  ita,<M.] 
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KATICK. 

Chemical  Examinaiion  of  WaUr  from  Tubular  Tett  Wells  in  the  Vicinity  of  Lak 
Cochituate  in  Naii6k^  collected  during  a  Pumping  TesU 

[Pftita  per  100,000.] 
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Odor  of  No.  21018,  faintly  earthy ;  of  the  othera,  none. The  aamplea  were  eolleeted  from  the  pif 

diaoharging  water  from  a  steam  pump  while  pamplng  from  flye  tabnlar  wella  numbered  1,  2,  8, 4  and 
The  location  of  the  wells  Is  given  In  the  note  at  the  foot  of  the  preceding  table. 


Water  Supply  of  Xeedham. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  22  feet  in  diameter  and  24  feet  deep 
located  in  the  valley  of  Colburn's  Brook,  about  2,000  feet  fror 
Charles  River. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Xeedham  wate 
board,  relative  to  obtaining  an  additional  water  supply  from  th 
ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  source  of  supply,  may  be  fount 
on  pages  41  to  43  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  chemical  analyse: 
of  samples  of  water  collected  during  the  investigations  are  given  ii 
the  tables  which  follow  :  — 
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(Aemical  ExMninaUon  of  WaUr  from  the  Needham  WaUr  Workt. 

[Puu  pv  IM/XW.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Tulmlnr  TiH  Wellt  in  NeedAam. 

[PatU  per  ITO.OOO.] 
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CAemjcof  JExamination  of  WaUr  from  StnTi  BUI  Brook,  SeeMam. 

[P>tU  (XT  100,1)00.] 
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Water  Supply  op  New  Bedford. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  a  storage  reservoir  on  Acushnet  Rive 
iu  Acushnet  and  Little  Quittacas  Pond  in  Lakeville.  The  reset 
voir  has  an  area  of  300  acres  and  an  available  storage  capacity  <: 
400,000,000  gallons.  The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  muddy,  an 
over  much  of  the  area  the  water  is  shallow.  The  water-shed  of  7. 
square  miles  contains  a  population  of  45  per  square  mile. 

Little  Quittiicas  Fond  was  connected  with  the  Acushnet  Reservai 
in  1886.  This  pond  has  an  area  of  318  acres  and  a  water-shed  *■ 
1.89  square  miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  34  per  squax 
mile. 

The  water  of  the  Acushnet  Reservoir  is  highly  colored  and  coK 
tains  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter,  much  of  which  is  in  the  for< 
of  microscopical  organisms  which  give  the  water  disagreeable  taste 
and  odors. 

Works  are  now  nearly  completed  for  taking  water  for  the  supply 
of  the  city  from  Great  Quittacas  Pond  in  Lakeville.  The  results  of 
analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  this  source,  as  well  as  from  the 
present  sources  of  supply,  are  given  in  the  following  tables  :  — 
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C%«mveai  Examination  of  WaUr  from  the  Conduit  of  Oe  Ntw  Bedford  Water 
Works. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Little  QuiUaeaa  Pond,  LakevilU. 

[P*rU  per  100,000.] 
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Gumieal  ExaminaUon  of  Water  from  Ortat  QuiUaeiu  Pond,  LakeoHU. 
[[>*rup*ri<»,<Mo.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Long  Pond,  Ltdcaville. 
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Water  Supply  of  Kewburtport. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  wells  aud  springs  near  the  south  ban^ 
of  the  Merrimack  River,  about  2.5  miles  above  the  central  portioi»- 
■of  the  city. 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  289 

NEWBT7SYPOBT. 

Chamieal  ExamijuUion  of  Water  from  the  Netoburyport  Water  Worka, 
[PirU  p«i  loo/wa.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Ne\\ton. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  covered  filter-gallery  or  conduit,  con- 
structed of  wood  and  vitrified  clay  pipe,  with  which  many  tubular 
■Wella  are  connected,  extending  along  the  valley  of  Charles  River 
above  Newton  Upper  Falls.  Water  from  the  filter-gallery  is 
pumped  to  a  covered  masonry  reservoir.  For  analyses  of  sam- 
ples of  water  from  the  Charles  River  opposite  the  filter-gallery, 
See  Charles  River  in  the  chapter  on  "Examination  of  Rivers,"  in 
"*  Subsequent  portion  of  this  report. 

^^^^mical  Examination  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  at  Ike  Newton  Water  Worka  i^mp- 
ing  Station. 
[Port*  per  100,000.1 
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Water  Supply  op  North  Adams. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Notch  Brook  in  North  Adams,  on 
which  a  storage  reservoir  has  been  built,  and  Broad  Brook  in 
Pownal,  Vt.  The  Notch  Brook  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  - 
121^  acres  and  a  capacity  of  90,000,000  gallons.  When  the  reser-  ^ 
voir  was  constructed,  all  of  the  soil  and  organic  matter  was  removed  ^^ 
from  the  bottom.  The  water-shed  of  the  reservoir  has  an  area  of^^f 
2.43  square  miles,  and  is  uninhabited.  A  large  portion  of  i 
water-shed  is  owned  by  the  city. 

Broad  Brook  at  the  point  of  diversion  has  a  water-shed  of  6.0S 
square  miles  and  contains  a  population  of  5  per  square  mile. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Notch  Brook  Storage  Beeervoir,  Norlk-^ 
Adame. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Broad  Brook  in  Pownai,  Vt. 

[pBtM  p«t  100,000.] 
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The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of  health  of 
^orth  Adams,  relative  to  the  suitability  of  certain  ponds  as  sources 
>f  domestic  ice  supply,  may  be  found  on  pages  125  to  127  of  this 
'■olume. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the 
V'arious  sources  which  have  been  investigated  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  and  under  Deerfield  River  in  a  subsequent  chapter  of 
this  report,  entitled  "  Examination  of  Rivers." 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Various  Sources  of  Ice  Supply  in  North 
Adams  and  Vicinity. 

[Parta  par  100.000.] 
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Watee  Supply  of  Northampton. 

The  source  of  supply  U  Roberta'  Meadow  Brook  in  Northamptoi 
and  Westhampton,  on  which  three  storage  reservoirs  have  beei 
built.  The  upper  and  lower  reservoirs  are  quite  small.  The  middli 
reservoir,  which  is  the  principal  storage  reservoir,  has  an  area  of 
26  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  30  feet,  an  average  depth  of  10  feei 
and  a  capacity  of  84,000,000  gallons.  Each  of  the  reservoirs  wat 
prepared  for  the  storage  of  water  by  the  removal  of  all  the  soi 
and  other  organic  matter. 

The  water-ahed  of  Roberta'  Meadow  Brook  above  the  lower  reser- 
voir has  an  area  of  10.6  square  miles  and  contains  a  population  o 
15  per  square  mile. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  BoberW  Meadow  Brook,  juU  a&ove  Mi 

Middle  Btttrvoir  of  the  Northampton  Water  Works. 

[Puta  p«  loo.ow.] 
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NOBTHAMPTON. 

Oxmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Middle  Storage  Saervoir  on  Bobertt^ 
Meadow  Brook,  collected  near  the  Surface. 

[P»U  per  100,000.] 
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NOBTHAMPTON. 

{^emieat  ExaminaUon  of  Water  Jrom  the  Middle  Storage  Reaervoir  on  Roberts'' 
Meadow  Brook,  colketed  near  the  Bottom. 

[PaiU  par  tOO.DOO.] 
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Water  Supply  op  North  Anpover. 
Population  in  1895,  3,569.  The  works  are  owned  by  the  town, 
ad  were  completed  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1898.  The  source 
of  supply  is  Great  Pond  in  North  Andover.  The  pond  has  an  area 
of  631  acres  and  a  water-shed  of  5.4  square  miles,  which  contains  a 
population  of  50  per  square  mile.  Water  is  pumped  from  the  pond 
loan  open  distributing  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  1,000,000 
gallons.     (See  also  pages  43  to  45  of  this  Tolume.) 
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Water  Supply  of  North  Attleborouoh. 
Hie  source  of  supply  is  a  well  30  feet  in  diameter  and  26  feet 
deep,  located  near  the  outlet  of  Whiting's  Mill  Pond,  on  the  Ten 
Afile  River,  just  above  the  village  of  North  Attleborougb. 

of  Woitr  Jrttm  the  Wells  of  the  North  AUUborough  Water 

Worka. 
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Water  Sotply  of  Northborouqh. 
The  Bource  of  supply  is  Cold  Harbor  Brook  in  Shrewsbury,  on 
which  two  reservoira  have  I)een  constructed.  The  upper  reservoir, 
which  was  formerly  a  mill  pond,  has  an  area  of  8  acres  and  a  masd- 
mum  depth  of  9  feet.  The  shores  of  this  reservoir  are  sandy,  bnt 
the  bottom  near  the  centre  is  muddy.  The  lower  reservoir  has  an 
area  of  9  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  15  feet  and  a  storage  capacity 
of  30,000,000  gallons.  A  considerable  portion  of  this  reservoir  is 
very  shallow,  and  the  bottom  is  said  to  be  muddy.  The  water-shed 
of  the  lower  reservoir  has  an  area  of  2.3  square  miles,  which  con- 
tains a  population  of  about  45  per  square  mile. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  frma  the  Upper  Reservoir  of  the  Northbormi^ 
WaUr  Works. 

[FmrU  par  1IXI.«>M.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Lower  Reservoir  of  the  Northborou^ 
WaUr  Worke. 
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I  Water  Supply  of  Nokth  Brookfield. 

The  aoarces  of  supply  are  Doane  and  North  ponds  and  North 
Brook  in  North  Brookfield.  Dojine  Pond  is  an  old  mill  pond,  the 
level  of  which  has  been  raised.  The  pond  now  has  an  area  of  31 
acres  and  a  storage  capacity  of  54,000,000  gallons.  The  pond  has 
a  irater-shed  tributary  to  it,  including  the  water-ahed  of  North  Pond 
and  North  Brook,  of  2,51  square  miles,  which  contains  a  population 
of  45  per  square  mile. 

North  Pond,  which  is  situated  just  above  Doane  Pond,  has  an 
area  of  70  acres  and  a  storage  capacity  of  350,000,000  gallons. 
Tbe  maximum  deptli  of  this  pond  is  30  feet  and  the  average  depth 
15  feet.  The  water  of  North  Pond  and  of  North  Brook,  which  has 
been  made  tributary  to  North  Pond,  is  used  during  much  of  the 
time  to  furnish  power  for  i)umping,  water  foi'  the  supply  of  the 
town  being  drawn  from  Doano  Pond. 

A  filter  has  been  constructed  in  Doane  Pond,  through  which  the 
water  is  passed  before  being  pumped  to  the  distributing  reservoir. 
Tflo  concentric  stone  walls  extending  from  tlie  bottom  of  the  pond 
to  above  the  high-water  mark  have  been  built  well  out  in  the  pond, 
and  tbe  annular  space  between  the  walls,  5  feet  in  width,  has  lieen 
filled  with  gravel,  '\^'atev  is  drawn  from  the  well  inside  the  inner 
Wall.  Tbe  results  of  analyses  of  water  collected  from  the  pond  and 
from  the  filter  indicate  that  the  filter  bus  but  little  influence  upon 
the  quality  of  the  water. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Boane  Pond,  North  Brookfield. 

[PumparKW.OOO.) 
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llieroscopieal  ExamiTtaiion  of  WaUrfrom  Bowie  Pond,  North  SrvokfiM. 
[ITambtr  of  oi 
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Chemical  Examination  of  WaUr  from  Sorlh  Pond,  Norlh  Brookfield. 

[PmrU  per  100,000.1 
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MieroieopKol  Ezaminaliim  of  Water  Jrom  North  Fond,  North  Brookfield. 

pTimilwr  ol  nfuUma  par  < 
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NORTHFIELD. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Northfield  Water 
'ompany,  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  from  MiDot  and 
f^arwick  brooks  in  Northfield,  may  be  found  on  pages  45  and  46 
f  this  volume. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  ft-om  each 
'  these  sources  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Chtmieal  Examinalion  of  Water  front  Wanoick  and  Minot  Brooks,  Northfield. 

[PuU  par  100,000.  J 
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HOBWOOD. 


Water  Supply  of  Norwood. 

The  source  of  supplj'  is  Buckmaster  Pond  in  Dedham.  The  ] 
has  an  area  of  29.5  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  39  feet,  an  avc 
depth  of  13  feet  and  a  storage  capacity  of  123,000,000  gall 
The  bottom  is  sand}-  except  at  the  upper  end,  where  there  ia  a 
siderablc  amount  of  mud.  The  pond  has  a  water-shed  of  0.45 
square  mile,  which  contains  a  population  of  about  145  per  sq 
mile. 

The  water  of  this  pond  lias  frequently  been  afi'ected  during 
winter  months  by  tlie  presence  of  enormous  quantities  of  the  ov 
ism  Urof/lena,  which  has  imparted  to  the  water  an  oily  and  : 
taste  and  odor. 


Chemieat  Exatninniion  of  Waier  from  Buckmaster  Pond,  Dedham. 

[Fuu  par  100,000.] 
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NORWOOD. 

cTotoopical  Examinatitm  of  Water  from  BuekmasUr  Pond,  Dalham, 

[NumtMr  of  oigmDUmi  p«r  subU  unUDHUr.] 
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Wateh  ScprLY  OF  Oraxge. 

sources  of  supjily  are  Xorth  Pond,  Coolidge  Brook  and  a 

near  Coolidge  Brook. 

spring,  which  has  furnished  most  of  the  supply  for  several 
is  collected  in  an  open  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  600,000 
;.  AVater  from  this  reservoir  is  pumped  directly  to  an  open 
ating  reservoir. 

Coolidge  Brook  two  small  storage  reservoirs  have  been 
icted,  water  for  the  supply  of  the  town  being  taken  from 
)er  reservoir,  and  the  lower  reservoir  being  used  to  furnish 

for  pumping.      The   upper  reservoir  has  a   drainage  area 
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of  1.38  square  miles,  which  contains  a  populatdoD  of  33  per  squn 
mile. 

North  Pond  ie  a  natural  pond,  the  level  of  which  has  been  nused 
10  feet  by  the  construction  of  a  dam,  and  a  connection  has  been 
made  b;  means  of  which  the  water  can  be  diverted  into  CooUdge 
Brook  at  a  point  between  the  two  reservoirs,  so  that  the  water  of 
this  pond  is  available  for  power ;  but  it  is  also  one  of  the  sources 
of  water  supply  of  the  town,  and  has  been  used  for  a  short  time 
during  dry  weather  for  this  purpose.  The  pond  has  an  area  of  132 
acres  and  a  drainage  area  of  0.66  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a 
population  of  23  per  square  mile.  Much  of  the  area  which  was 
flooded  when  the  level  of  the  poud  was  raised  is  swampy,  and  Uie 
water  of  the  pond  is  highly  colored  and  contains  at  times  enor- 
mous  numbers  of  microscopical  organisms. 

The  organism  Uroglena  has  appeared  on  several  occasions  intbe 
water  of  the  open  distributing  reservoir,  giving  the  water  a  dis- 
agreeable taste  and  odor. 


Chaaicdl  Examination  of  Water  from  iforUt  Fond,  Orange. 
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Ckemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  tht  DittriintUng  Retervoir  of  Ihe  Orangt 
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Microscopical  Examination. 


AVater  Supply  of  Palmer  Fire  District,  Palmer.  —  Palsieb 
AVater  Comfany. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  small  brook  in  Palmer,  upou  whicli  two 
storage  reservoirs  have  been  constructed.  Tlio  upper  storage  reser- 
voir has  an  area  of  4  ai-res,  a  maximum  depth  of  1.^  feet  and  a  capac- 
ity of  6,000,000  gallons.  The  lower  voscrvoir,  which  is  situated 
a  short  distance  below  the  upper  reservoir,  has  an  area  of  three- 
quarters  of  an  acre,  a  general  depth  of  4  or  5  feet  and  a  storage 
capacity  of  2,000,000  gallons.  The  bottom  and  sides  of  the  reser- 
voirs are  covered  with  sand.  Water  for  the  supply  of  the  town  is 
drawn  from  the  lower  reservoir. 
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Chemietd  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  Vpper  Se*ervoir  of  the  Patmer  Wal^-i 
Company. 

[Put*  pw  1I»,«)0.] 


i 

Arruuxci. 

"S"°" 

A-O.I*. 

.IS 
.!« 

IT 

K„„™ 

i 

j 

1 

J 

1 

ii 

1 

AlbumUold. 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

A 

1 

3W72 
SUM 

3u«e 

■saa. 

July  a 
Bapt.29 

NOT.tS 

I>«ld«l. 
Dcddsd. 

SJIgbl. 

Oddi. 

Slight. 
V..U(ht. 

v..iiebi 

.11 

4.M 

i.es 

l.W 

,0OM 

.owe 

.0001 

.OMfl 

.oou 

.01» 

.OOM 
.0041 
.0008 

.0011 

.0100 
.0030 

— 

.« 

o.s 

i» 

a.as 

\.ta 

.0003 

ni 







Odor  of  tTo.  lSUl,dlUlDctl;DiBKy,ba«omInga]MaDplMMOlai]liMtlDg;  af  tlM  othen,  ncM*U*' 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Lower  Reservoir  of  the  Pahner  Wder 
Company. 

[Psrti  par  100.000.] 
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Water  Supply  op  Peadody. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Spring  and  Brown  ponds  in  Peabocly. 

Spring  Pond  has  an  area  of  about    70  acres  and  a  water-shed 

of  0.25  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  population  of  80  per 
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Bqnare  mile.  Brown's  Pond  has  an  area  of  about  35  acres  and  a 
vater-shed  of  0.63  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  populatioa 
of  130  per  square  mile.  Water  from  these  ponds  flows  to  a  small 
reservoir  known  as  the  lower  hasin,  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  a 
stand-pipe.  The  water  of  each  of  these  ponds  has  been  affected 
»t  times  by  the  presence  of  large  numbers  of  the  organism  Uroglena, 


Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  BrowiCt  Pond,  Peabody. 
[P*tU  p«r  loo.ooo.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Spring  Fond,  Peabody. 

IPsna  per  100,000.] 
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Chemieat  Examittalion  of  Water  from  Silver  Lake,  in  I'embroke,  eoUeeUd  near  (kt 
Surface. 

[Pllt*  {Mr  lOOvOOO.] 
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Cftemicd^  fxamtnofftm  o/'  Water  from  Silver  Lake,  in  Ptmbroke,  ooUeeted  near  ftl 
Bottom. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Oldham  Pond. 
[Pbcu  p«r  ii»,im.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Pepperell. 
ulvice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  selectmen  of  Pep- 
relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  the  town,  may  be 
n  pages  46  to  49  of  this  volume. 

results  of  chemical  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected 
tlie  investigations  are  given  in  the  following  tables  :  — 


nicat  Examination  of  Water  from  Unquetenasselt  Brook  in  Pq>peretl. 

[fvu  ptr  IMfiHO.] 
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Chemical  Sxaminalion  of  Water  fiwn  Springs  in  the  Tatl^  cf 
Brook,  in  Apperetl. 

[PuU  pmf  100,000.] 
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CAemfeal  Examination  of  Water  from  Tetl  Wellt  in  the  VaUty  of  Unquetenautei 
Brook,  in  PeppereU. 

[F«R>  par  100,000.] 
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Waiee  Supply  op  PirrspiELD. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  four  mountain  atresms,  known  as 
Sacket,  Ashley,  Hathaway  and  Mill  brooks,  and  a  pond  called  Ash- 
ley Pond,  situated  near  the  bead  waters  of  Ashley  Brook.  Aahlef 
Pond  has  an  area  of  90.2  acres  and  its  drainage  area  is  0.71  of  a 
square  mile.     It  was  originally  a  natural  pond,  the  level  of  which 
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«en  considerably  raised  by  a  dam  at  the  outlet.  An  auxiliary 
y  is  at  times  obtained  by  pumping  from  Sacket  Brook,  below 
sservoir,  not  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  brook. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Backet  Brook,  Pittsfield. 

[Pftrti  IMF  100,000.] 
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jaZ  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Backet  Brook  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Pump' 
ing  Station  of  the  PHtsfield  Water  Works. 

[Parta  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ashley  Brook,  Pittsfitld. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water _fr(im  EeUhaway  Brookt  PHUfitld, 
[Put*  pn  im,<x«.] 
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"Water  Supply  of  Plymodth, 

The  sources  of  supply  are  Little  South  and  Great  South  ponds  in 
Plymouth. 

Little  South  Pond  has  an  area  of  64  acres.  Great  South  Pond 
has  au  area  of  325  acres,  and  is  connected  with  Little  South  Pond 
by  an  artificial  channel.  The  soil  of  the  lands  about  these  pooda  is 
gravelly  and  porous,  and  it  is  probable  that  water  from  Boot  Pond, 
which  is  situated  near  Great  South  Pond,  finds  its  way  into  the 
latter  at  times  through  the  ground.  A  considerable  number  oi 
summer  cottages  is  situated  on  the  shores  of  each  of  these  ponds, 
but  there  is  no  permanent  population  on  the  water-shed.  Lout 
Pond,  located  about  half  way  between  Little  South  Fond  and  the 
village  of  Plymouth,  near  the  high-service  pumping  station,  hu 
been  used  as  a  source  of  supply. 
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water  of  these  ponds  is  usually  of  excellent  quality,  but  the 
f  Little  South  Pond,  from  which  the  supply  is  drawn  directly, 
n  affected  on  several  occasions  by  large  growths  of  the  organ- 
offlena  during  the  winter  months. 

imieal  Examinaiion  of  Waterfront  Little  South  Pond,  Plymouth. 

(FBrUp*[  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Provincetown. 
16  beginning  of  the  year  1898,  the  source  of  supply  was  a 
of  six  fivo-inch  tubular  wells,  driven  in  loose,  sandy  soil  to 
age  depth  of  about  28  feet.  The  water  obtained  from  these 
iintained  a  very  large  quantity  of  iron.  Early  in  1898  the 
>oard  constructed  a  large  open  basin  to  collect  the  water 
e  ground,  and  since  March  the  water  for  the  supply  of  the 
as  been  drawn  entirely  from  this  source,  and  the  driven 
ive  been  abandoned.  During  the  first  months  that  the  water 
iwn  from  this  basin  the  amount  of  iron  in  the  water  was 
atively  small,  but  the  quantity  of  iron  present  increased 
-,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  about  as  much  iron  was  found 


STATE  BOAKD  OF  HEALTH.        [Pub.  Doc 


PBOVIHCETOWW. 

ID  the  water  of  the  basin  as  was  formerly  found  in  the  water  drawc=n 
from  the  tubular  wells. 
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iiiilh,  tha  maan  analyala  for  that  caouth  hu  baan 
u  devslapcd  Id  aoma  al  Iha  aamplai  on  h«aUii|. 
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QTTINCS'. 

Water  Supply  op  Quincy. 
lie  source  of  supply  is  a  storage  resei-^'oir  on  Town  Brook, 
reservoir  has  an  area  of  46  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  30  feet, 
iversge  depth  of  11  feet  and  a  storage  capacity  of  167,000,000 
ons.  The  water-shed  of  the  reservoir  has  an  area  of  1.55  square 
!S,  which  contains  a  population  of  aWut  60  pet  square  mile, 
re  is  a  considerable  area  of  meadow  and  swampy  land  on  the 
:r-sbod. 

he  city  of  Quincy  has  entered  the  Metropolitan  Water  District, 
the  reservoir  was  abandoned,  as  a  source  of  supply,  Jan.  1, 1899. 


mUai  Examination  of  Water  Jram  Town  Brook,  Just  above  the  Storage  Betervoir 
<if  Ike  Quincy  WaUr  Works. 

[Pun  par  100,000.1 
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QCINCT. 

IHenteopieal  ExamiTiaiion  of  Water  ftvm  the  Storage  Baervoir  of  the  Quina/ 
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Water  Supply  op  Randolph  and  Holbkook. 

The  source  of  supply  is  Great  Pond  in  Randolph  and  Braintree. 

^he  pond  has  an  area  of  130  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  23  feet  and 

general  depth  of  about  11  feet.     At  one  end  of  the  pond  there  is 

l&rge  area  of  meadow  land  which  is  overflowed  at  tiroes  when  the 

*ond  is  full.     The  bottom  is  generally  gravelly  around  the  shore 

a-od  muddy  in  the  deeper  portions.     The  pond  has  a  drainage  area 
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BASDOLPH  AND  HOI.BBOOK. 

of  3.44  Bqnare  miles,  which  containa  a  population  of  about  170  pet 
square  mile.  There  is  some  swamp  and  meadow  land  within  die 
water-shed. 

(Atmiaxt  examination  of  Wattrjnm  Ortat  PomI  in  BandoJph  and  AvMne. 

[Futa  p«  IM.OOO.) 
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Water  Supflt  of  Reading. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  filter-gallery  near  the  hank  of  the  Ipswict* 
River.     The  gallery  is  conatmcted  beneath  a  meadow  which  is  siih-^ 
ject  to  being  overflowed  to  a  depth  of  5  or  6  feet  at  times  of  higt*- 
wat«r  in  the  river.     The  gallery  is  located  22  feet  beneath  the  level 
of  this  meadow,  and  is  constructed  in  two  sections,  one  75  feet 
long,  parallel  with  the  river,  and  the  other  175  feet  long,  running 
at  a  right  angle  to  the  first.     The  gallery  is  31/^  feet  wide  and  4 
feet  high. 

The  water  obtained  from  the  filter-gallery  contains  a  large  amount 
of  iron,  and  a  mechanical  filter  has  been  constructed  to  remove  some 
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the  iron.  The  w&ter  pumped  from  the  61ter-gallery  is  first  treated 
ith  milk  of  lime  and  aerated,  and  then  mixed  with  aluminum  sul- 
late  and  filtered  rapidly  through  small  sand  filters.  By  this  process 
lai^e  proportion  of  the  iron  is  removed,  but  the  bardnesa  of  the 
iter  is  very  greatly  increased. 


[PwrUpMlOIKOOO.] 
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BBADING. 

Chemioal  ExamituUion  of  Water  fivm  Beading  FiUer-gallery  after  passing 
the  Meehanieal  Filter. 


[P.Mtp.r  100,000.] 
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"Water  Supply  of  Revere  asd  Wistmrop.  —  Revere  "W 

Company. 

(See  also  JfefropoJtfan  Water  District,  pnges  133-160.) 

The  sources  of  supply  are  wells  in  Kcvere  and  Saugua. 

Revere  wells  are   located  in  the  valley  of  a  small  brook  al 

quarter  of  a  mile  from  salt  marshes.     The  system  consists  c 

large  wells,  in  the  bottom  of  which  several  tubular  wells  have 

driven,  and  three  groups  of  tubular  wells  which  are  connectei 
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KBVBBB  AND  WIMTBKOP. 

rge  wells.  The  Saugus  wells  are  located  at  Cliftondale,  on 
side  of  a  small  brook.  This  system  consists  of  67  tubular 
driven  to  depths  of  from  30  to  100  feet. 

I  water  from  the  Revere  wells  is  affected  by  the  infiltration  of 

II  amount  of  aea  water  into  the  wells,  the  result  being  a  very 
id  increase  in  the  quantity  of  chlorine,  residue  on  evaporation 
krdness. 

ce  February  9,  water  for  the  supply  of  Revere  and  Winthrop 
•on  obtained  in  part  from  the  Metropolitan  Works,  and  the 
the  Revere  wells  has  been  discontinued. 


^Examination  of  Water  fi-om  Tubular  WeU*  of  the  Severe  Water  Company 
at  CUftondale,  Saugus. 

[ParU  p«t  lOO^nO.] 
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Water  Supply  op  Rockland. 
(See  Abinglon.^ 
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Water  Supply  of  Rockport. 
The  source  of  supply  is  Cape  Pond  in  Rocbport.  The  pood  has 
an  area  of  40  acres,  a  maxiiuum  depth  of  26  feet  and  a  water-ahed 
of  0.33  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  a  population  of  50  per 
square  mile.  The  water>shed  also  contains  a  glue  factory,  wastes 
from  which  find  their  way  into  the  pond.  The  water  of  the  pond 
contains  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter,  and  has  been  subject  to 
bad  tastes  and  odors.  ^ 


(^emieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Cape  Pond,  Roeliport. 

(Parti  par  IW/M.] 
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Microseopieal  ExamintUion  of  WaUrfrom  Capt  Pond,  BoeJiport, 

[Namber  ol  oifmDlnui  pir  ODblo  smtlowtat.] 
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RowLEr. 
le  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of  health  of 
ley,  relative  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  three  wells  osed  by 
iperatives  in  shoe  factories  in  that  town,  may  be  fouad  on 
3  49  to  51  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  analyses  of  samples 
iter  collected  from  each  of  the  wells  are  given  in  the  following 
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Chemical  Examinalion  of  WiUer  from  WelU  in  Sowley. 
[P*ru  pw  loo.ooo.] 
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Water  Scpplt  op  Rittland. 
The  source  of  supply  is  Lake  Muschopauge  in  Rutland, 
lake  has  ao  area  of  58  acres  and  a  watershed  of  0.6  of  a  sc 
mile,  which  contains  50  persons  per  square  mile. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  Muschopauge  Lake,  Rutland. 

(P«rt«perlO0,«M.] 
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RUTLAND. 

(3ianieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Mutchopauge  Lake,  eotUcted  near  the 
Bottom, 

[PvU  p*r  100,0I».) 
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Water  SoppLr  of  Salem  and  Beveklt. 
The  sonrces  of  supply  are  Wenham  Lake  and  Longham  Brook 
Beservoir  in  Beverly  and  Wenham.  Wenham  Lake  has  an  area  of 
251  acres  and  a  maximum  depth  of  49  feet.  The  bottom  is  Baid  to 
Ije  gravelly.  Its  water-shed,  of  3.1  square  miles,  contains  a  popu- 
lation of  100  per  square  mile. 

Longham  Brook  Reservoir,  which  was  constructed  in  1895  as  an 
>UKiliar}'  source  of  supply,  has  an  area  of  43  acres,  a  maximum 
depth  of  8.5  feet  and  a  storage  capacity  of  55,000,000  gallons. 
^e  area  Sowed  contained  much  meadow  laud,  from  which  no  soil 
has  been  removed.  The  reservoir  has  a  water-shed  of  3.3  square 
miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  80  per  square  mile.  Water 
from  Longham  Brook  Reservoir  is  discharged  by  gravity  into  Wen- 
bam  Lake  when  necessary,  but  during  the  year  1898  only  a  small 
quantity  of  water  from  this  source  was  used.  The  effect  of  the  in- 
troduction of  water  from  Longham  Brook  Reservoir  on  the  water  of 
Wenham  Lake  may  be  seen  in  the  table  of  yearly  averages  of 
chemical  anlyses  of  water  from  the  lake. 
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Chemical  Examinaiirm  of  Water  from  Wenham  Lake,  in  Beverly  and  IPenfcm. 
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sccpieal  ExamintUion  of  Water  from  WtnAam  Lake,  in  Beverli/  and 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Longham  Brook  Reaervoir,  tn  Beverly  and 
Wenham. 
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Mierotoopical  Examination  of  Water  from  Longham  BrotA  Eeeervoir,  i 
aiid  Wenham. 
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Watee  Sdpply  of  Shabon. 
le  source  of  supply  is  a  well  16  feet  in  diameter  and  10  fe< 
,  situated  near  Beaver  Brook  in  Sharon. 

emicat  Examinalion  of  Water  fiwn  the  Well  of  the  Sharon  Water  Worlca. 

[P>rM  pn  lOO.OOO.] 


— r~i 

— — 



— ^ 

1 

1 — 

i 

1 

1 

f 

i 

1 

V 

i 

|1 

j 

J 

J 

f 

1 

lua 

l>.M 

.imo'.oim 

i.lU 

.mou 

.IXNW 

M 

.WUIU 

-oa 

».M 

0003 'ftom 

!.«. 

.MIO 

.MM 

.OS 

S.i 

mm 

-No*.  SSOTS  ud  mw  mn  » 


d  fnm  k  basBt  u  Uu  pomplof  (Mtloi;  tb* 


FEB  Supply  of  Sheffield.  —  Sheffield  Watee  C3ompant. 
le  sources  of  supply  arc  two  small  reservoirs  about  a  mile  and 
f  north-east  of  the  village  of  Sheffield,  which  are  fed  chiefly  by 
igs. 

le  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Sheffield  Water 
pauy,  relative  to  cases  of  illness  in  one  of  the  schools  of  that 
which  had  l>een  attributed  by  some  persons  to  the  public 
r  supply,  may  be  found  on  page  51  of  this  volume. 

ical  ExamiruUion  of  Water  from  Faucets  in  Sheffield,  luppUed  firom  the 
Works  of  the  Sheffield  WiUer  Company. 
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somkbviixb. 

Watee  Supply  op  Somerville. 
(See  Melropolilan  Water  District,  pages  158-160.) 


Watek  Supply  op  Southbiuikje.  —  SoL-rraiRiixiE  Wateu  ; 

COMPAXY. 
Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Hatchet  Brook  Reservoir  of  Ih 
bridge  Water  Works. 

[PbiU  p«r  100,000.) 
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Water  Supply  of  South  H.4dley  Falls  Fire  Distuict, 
IIadley. 

The  sources  of  supply  aro  Buttery  Brook  and  Leapiiu 
reservoirs  in  South  Iladley. 

Buttery  Brook  Iteaervoir  has  an  area  of  2  acres,  a  ma 
depth  of  12  feet  and  a  general  depth  of  8  feet.  The  liottoui 
reservoir  has  been  cleaned  and  covered  with  sand,  TIio  watt 
contains  some  swampy  land  near  its  upper  end,  and  con 
SDiall  population. 

Leaping  Well  Reservoir  has  an  area  of  9.2  acres,  a  capi; 
28,000,000  gallons,  a  uiaxiuiuui  depth  of  26  feet  and  an  a 
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th  of  9  feet.  Much  of  the  soil  and  organic  matter  was  removed 
11  the  bottom  when  the  reservoir  was  constructed.  The  water- 
I  of  the  reservoir  is  a  sandy  plain,  from  which  much  ground 
er  enters  the  reservoir  whore  it  is  exposed  to  light.  The  water 
he  reservoir  often  contains  large  numbers  of  organisms. 
he  advice  of  the  Btate  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commisiiion- 
of  the  fire  district,  relative  to  the  bad  taste  and  odor  of  the  water 
reaping  Well  Reservoir  and  the  best  method  of  improving  its 
ity,  may  he  found  on  pages  51  to  53  of  this  volume. 

lieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Leaping  WeU  Brook  at  its  EyUrawx  to  the 
Storage  Reservoir  of  the  South  EadUy  FaiU  Fire  Dialrici. 
[Puu  per  i«a,Ooi>  ] 
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Chemieal  Ezaminalion  of  Water  J¥om  Leaping  Well  fiuertNnr,  eoUeded  near  tie 
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SFENCEB. 

"Water  Sdpplt  of  Spekcer. 
The  source  of  supply  is  Shaw  Fond  in  Leicester.     Tlie  pond 
s  an  srea  of  80  acres  and  a  water-ahed  of  0.60  of  a  square  mile, 
lich  contains  a  rery  small  population.     A  considerable  portion 
the  pond  is  quite  shallow. 


Chemical  Examinaliott  of  Water  from  Bhaw  Pond,  Spencer. 

{Put!  par  lOO.DOO.] 


Water  Supply  of  Springfield  and  Lcdlow. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  a  storage  reservoir  and  basin  in  Ludlow, 
ich  are  fed  hy  several  brooks,  and  Chapia  Pond  in  Ludlow. 
Ludlow  Re9erToir  has  an  area  of  445  acres,  a  capacity  of 
>92,000,000  gallons  and  an  average  depth  of  13.7  feet.  A  con- 
Jerable  portion  of  the  bottom  is  covered  with  mud.  When  the 
(ervoir  was  constructed  an  area  of  about  6%  acres  of  the  most 
jectionable  material  was  covered  with  sand  to  a  depth  of  1.5  feet 
d  all  of  the  bushes  and  trees  were  removed.  The  shores  of  the 
?ei-voir  as  a  rule  are  abrupt.  The  reservoir  is  fed  by  a  direct 
tcr-shed  of  2,55  square  miles,  and  by  Higher,  Axe  Factory  and 
hish  brooks,  which,  with  the  canals  which  convey  the  water  to 
i  reservoir,  have  a  combined  water-shed  of  19.59  square  miles, 
.king  the  total  water-shed  tributary  to  Ludlow  Reservoir  22.14 
lare  miles. 

The  water  of  Ludlow  Resen-oir  is  of  such  a  poor  quality,  owing 
the  presence  of  enormous  numbers  of  organisms  in  the  reservoir 
certain  seasons  of  the  year,  that  a  basin  has  tieen  made  by  sepa- 
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rating  a  saiall  portion  from  the  rest  of  the  reservoir.  Water  from 
the  canals  is  discharged  into  this  basin  without  passing  through  the 
storage  reservoir,  and  when  the  supply  from  other  sources  is  in- 
sufficient water  from  the  reservoir  is  drawn  into  the  bosia  and 
supplied  to  tlie  city.  The  basin  has  an  area  of  12  acres  and  > 
capacity  of  50,000,000  gallons. 

Chapin  Pond,  which  is  used  as  a  supplementary  source  of  sap- 
ply,  has  an  area  of  32  acres  and  has  no  visible  inlet  or  outlet.  It 
is  situated  in  a  sandy  plain  and  is  largely  fed  by  springs.  Tlie 
organism  Umfflena  has  appeared  several  times  in  the  water  of  this 
pond. 

Chemteal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Receiving  Bfuin  of  the   SpTtn^jiili 
Water  Works,  at  Ludloto. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ludloto  StMervotr. 

[Fan*  par  lOO/NM.] 
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HicrotecpietU  Examination  of  Water  from  Ludtoio  Beaervoir, 


[Narnbtr  arorguluu  ptr  nble  auitliD«t 

«.] 

181)8. 

J«n. 

m. 

««. 

Apr. 

M.T. 

Junt. 

Jiiij. 

Auj.  8-pt 

Oct 

-h 

Miin>biror.«ppl«.    .... 

11 

* 

ziou 

8 

ta 

10 

130M 

asue 

11 

ISMl 

MIMMMB 

mil 

4 

PLA8T8. 
Dlatomacera 

SSS  :   :  :   :   : 

MelDiln 

BynMlni, 

CyB.aopbycaa,   .... 

CliibrocyiUi,       III! 

AIg» 

in 

0 

n 

t 

( 
s 

10 

0 
0 

0 

D 
31 
M 

4t 

i,m 

1,0K 

» 

M 
» 

t 

41 

11 

ru 

M 

m 

158 
K 

H 

t 

4M 

SM 

„. 

10 

IN 
340 

340 

» 

IB 

en 

It 

111 

1 

i,i» 
i.ie 

tl 

101 
H 

1 
I 

AOTUALB. 
BUzopodB 

InftiBOFln 

DiBobryon 

VonlMlla, " 

Vermes 

OruBtacea, 

S^SJIi.  :    :   ;   :    ; 

0 

« 

pr. 

0 

t 

I 

pr. 

1 

1 

« 

D 
0 

t 

a 

0 
It 

t 

l» 

1 

pr. 
'o 

O 
14 

10 

II 
t 

0 

t 

« 

4 

4 

A 
11 

S 

0 

0 

40 
11 

pr 

■ 

4 
1 

1 

1 

pr. 

Jfli«HaT.«u..  Zoa^la.,  .       ,       . 

6 

i 

■ 

ID 

I! 

i 

10 

SS 

IS 

'• 

19 

1 

Total, 

101 

» 

"■■'" 

77« 

«,. 

73. 

SM 

■■•"i''" 

IH 

►.  34.]     EXAMINATIOX  OF  "WATER  SUPPLIES.  335 

SPBINOFIEIiD  AND  I^TIDIAiW. 

<mical  Examinalion  of  WaUrfiwn  Ludlow  Seaermir,  collected  near  the  SoUom. 
[Fuu  p«r  ii»,ow.] 
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ChemietU  Examination  of  Water  from  Cht^in  Pond,  Ludlow. 

[Parti  par  100,000.1 
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SPBINGFTXIJ)  ANB  I.TTDLOtV. 

Ckemicat  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Loon  Pond,  Springfield, 
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Chemical  ExamtTifUion  of  Waltr  from  Five  Mile  Pond,  Fipringfield. 

[Purtgperiaa.oao] 
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stockbbzdob. 

"Watee  Supply  op   Stockbridoe.  —  Stockbhidgb  Water  Com- 


The  sources  of  supply  are  a  small  reservoir,  fed  by  a  mountaiD 
stream,  and  Lake  Averic  in  Stockbridge.  The  reservoir  has  a 
capacity  of  94,500  gallons,  and  is  fed  by  a  small  water-ehed  which 
is  noinbabited.  Lake  Averic  has  an  area  of  50  acres  and  a  water- 
shed of  1.8  square  miles,  which  is  uninhabited.  The  water  of 
Lake  Averic  has  been  affected  on  several  occasions  by  the  presence 
in  the  water  of  large  numbers  of  the  organism  Uroglena. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Lake  Averio,  Stoekbridge, 

[Put*  per  100,000.] 
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Mieroscopieal  Examination. 

Tha  mnpla  oallKtwl  Id  Jdm  eoDtnliMil  4,0B0  DlnebryOH  j/n  i 
W  o(  orgudimi  wu  roDiid  loMcb  ot  the  other  oiapl*!. 


Watee  Supply  or  Stomeham. 
(See  Wakefield.) 


338  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

aXOUGHTON. 

"Water  Supply  of  Stouohton. 
The  source  of  supply  ia  a  well  near  Muddy  Pond  Brook,  ahoat  i 
quarter  of  a  mile  below  Muddy  Pond  in  Stoughton.  The  well  is  6 
feet  in  diameter  and  39  feet  deep,  and  has  connected  with  it  liDM 
of  drain  pipe  laid  with  o[)en  joints  to  collect  the  water  from  the  grooiid 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  well.  Water  for  the  supply  of  the  town  b 
also  taken  directly  from  the  brook.  The  brook  has  a  water-shed 
above  the  well  of  1.83  square  miles.  Much  of  the  water-shed  is  of 
porous  soil,  and  there  is  a  large  num))er  of  springs  on  the  shores 
of  Muddy  Pond. 


Chtm 

inal  Examination  of  WaUr 

from 

(Ae  WeU  of  (he  SCoughUm  Water  Warii. 

[Pin.  p. 

r  100,000.] 
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Watee  Supply  of  SwAiipscorr  and  Nahakt.  —  Marblehe*p 
Water  Company. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  four  systems  of  wells  in  Swampscott. 

The  original  source  of  supply  is  a  well  26  feet  in  diameter  m*^ 
20  feet  deep,  located  on  the  liank  of  Stacy's  Brook  in  Swampscott- 
Seventy-two  tubular  wells,  having  an  average  depth  of  40  feet,  »^ 
located  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  above  the  large  well.     St«c5  * 
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BWAMF8COTT  AXD  NAHAST. 

tiok  receives  a  large  amount  of  aewage,  and  ia  Iiighly  polluted. 

e  Trells  are  alao  not  far  from  the  sea  and  the  water  drawn  from 

>in  is  affected  at  times  by  the  infiltration  of  a  small  amount  of 

I  water. 

rhe  second  source  of  supply  ia  a  system  of  46  tuhalar  welU, 

sted  in  Paradise  Road,  a  short  distance  north-west  of  the  punip- 

;  station.     These  wells  have  been  sunk  through  clay  and  gravel 

rock. 

rhe  third  source  is  a  system  of  17  tubular  wells,  located  a  short 

tance  east  of  the  Swampscott  railroad  station. 

The  fourth  source  is  a  system  of  21  tubular  wells  at  the  southerly 

d  of  Thompson  Meadow,  just  north  of  the  boundary  line  between 

'ampscott  and  Salem. 


tmieol  Examination  of  Water  fnm  the  WelU  of  tht  MarbUAead  Water  Com- 
pony,  SKampacoU. 
[Fmu  ft  loa,<no.] 
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SWAUFSCOTT  AJim  NAKANT. 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  fnm  a  Byilem  of  Tubular  WeOt  a  Short  Dith 
Etut  of  the  StoamptooU  Station  on  the  Boston  A  Maine  BaUroad. 

[Puto  pn  100,000.] 
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Cheraical  Examination  of  Water  from  Tubular  WeOs  at  the  Soulherti/  Em 
Thompttm  Meadow  in  Swampseott  aiui  Salem. 


1 

Ar,..„,„, 

I    . 

1 

«„».„ 

1 

1 

f 

1 
1 

1 

1 

f 

1 

1 

jl'i! 

11T71 

».„. 

So«. 

.01 

31.60 

I.00O4 

-OOM 

1.13 

.0430 

.»0I 

J. J 

:»N 

Feb.    3 

Kona. 

None. 

.01 

IS.OO 

.0000 

-0034 

1.30 

.0300 

.0000 

.01  i  IB.0  1 

IHSS 

Uar     1 

N-ooa. 

Kona. 

.02 

M.4D 

.0004 

.001« 

1.00 

.0730 

.0001 

.02  '  1S.I  j 

ai7»6 

A,,,. 

Nona. 

V.ellgM. 

.00 

13.10 

.0001 

.0010 

1.M 

.0I«0 

.0000 

.03  i  U.S  1 

13143 

M.r  11 

Nona. 

:«giie. 

.02 

K.M 

.C«,8 

.0030 

1.10 

.ono 

.0001 

29CW 

Jud.    1 

None. 

Sone. 

11.70  Ij.OOOO 

.ooa« 

1.11 

.OiSO 

.0000 

.0. 

«.ol 

UW3 

J.l,    . 

KOD*. 

NODC. 

.00 

ZI.OO 

.000. 

.0018 

1.13 

.0370 

.0001 

.04 

10.0 

2113S 

....    = 

IfoDa. 

Nana. 

.06 

.0010 

.■0430 

t.n 

-WIO 

.0003 

.0& 

10.0 

14033 

S,,..,. 

:::: 

eilgM. 
V..llghl. 

08 

O0O4 

.005  S 
.0044 

I.IO 

.049. 

.0000 

.16 

Il.l 

«»4 

Rot.    « 

N,na. 

V.  .light. 

.03 

IS.SD 

.0000 

0018 

1.30 

.0170 

0000 

.01 

0.1 

Wis 

Dm.    • 

NoDa. 

(TODa. 

.00 

M.IO 

.0001 

0011 

l.DB 

.0340 

DOOO 

.00 

U.S 

.03 

M.87 

1.10 

.0M7 

0001 

.08 

11.4 

No."  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  341 

TAUKTON. 

Watee  Supply  of  Taunton. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  Elder's  and  Assawompsett  ponds  in 
Lakeville.  Elder's  Pond  has  an  area  of  145  acres,  a  maximum 
<leptb  of  55  feet  and  a  water-shed  of  0.53  of  a  square  mile,  contain- 
ing a  population  of  50  per  square  mile.  Assawompsett  Pond  is  the 
lowest  in  a  chain  of  several  large  ponds.  It  has  an  area  of  2,488 
uree  and  a  total  contributing  water-shod  of  50.4  square  miles,  which 
contains  considerable  swampy  land  and  several  other  large  ponds. 
There  is  a  population  of  about  35  per  square  mile  on  the  wster- 
bhed.  Water  for  the  supply  of  the  city  is  taken  from  Elder's  Pond, 
ud  water  from  Assawompsett  Pond  is  pumped  to  Elder's  Pond. 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  AisawompttU  FOnd,  Lakevitte, 

.    IParU par  100.000] 
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TAUNTON. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  EtderU  Pond,  LakeviUt. ' 

[PUU  par  1«I,0M.] 
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BOd  In  July  uid  September 


Water  Supply  of  TisBiiiY. — Vineyard  Haven  Water  Comi 
Chemical  ExrtminaCion  of  Water  from  the  FiUer-gaJlcry  at  Tashmoo  Spr. 


[P 

.ru 

POT  100,000.1 

1 

r 

k™„ 

ll 

1 

J 

i 

i 

1 

1 

ril 

«y,   April,  .lupo.  Aug...!.  O 
Dueoiber.  IBM. 

Id  Febrii. 
lobtr  ud 

.m 



.0000 

_^ 

1.01 

.woo 

■Hi    0. 

X  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES.  343 

uxbbidob. 

Wateb  Supply  of  Uxbridgb. 

emieal  Examination  of  Water  fivm  the  Reservoir  of  the  Uxbridgt  Water  Worka, 
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>S''atee  Supply  of  Wakefield  and  Stoneham.  —  Wakefield 

Water  Company. 
The  source  of  supply  is  Crystal  Lake  in  Wakefield.  The  lake 
as  an  area  of  85  acres,  a  maximum  depth  of  26  feet  and  a  general 
epth  of  13  feet.  Its  bottom  is  said  to  he  gravelly  except  at  one 
nd,  where  there  is  considerable  umd.  The  water-shed  of  the  pond 
asao  area  of  0.04  of  a  square  mile,  and  contains  a  population  of 
56  per  square  mile. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Crgtlal  Lake,  Wakefield. 
[Pint  par  100,000.] 
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WAI.FOi:.S. 

Watee  Supply  of  Walpole. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  system  of  40  tubular  wells  in  the  valley 

of  Low  Brook  in  Walpole.     The  wells  are  from  35  to  60  feet  deep. 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  pom  the  Wells  of  the  Walpole  Water  Worb. 

[Putt  per  IDO.OOO.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Waltham. 
The  source  of  supply  ia  a  well  and  filter-gallery  situated  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Charles  River,  above  the  city.  The  filter-gallery 
ia  irregular  in  shape,  covering  an  area  of  about  a  quarter  of  an 
acre,  and  in  the  deepest  place  is  about  8.4  feet  below  the  average 
level  of  the  river  opposite  the  gallery.  The  well  is  40  feet  if 
diameter  and  is  sunk  in  the  centre  of  the  filter-gallery  to  a  deplb 
of  18  feet  l>elow  the  bottom  of  the  gallery.  Water  is  pumped  froffl 
the  well  and  gallery  to  an  open  distributing  reservoir,  and,  being 
exposed  to  light,  large  numbers  of  organisms  are  developed  wbict 
cause  disagreeable  tastes  and  odors.  The  results  of  examiuatioiv 
of  the  water  of  Charles  River  in  the  vicinity  of  the  well  and  filtd 
gallery  of  the  Waltham  Water  Works  are  given  in  a  subsequei 
chapter,  entitled  "Examination  of  Rivers," 
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-WAUTHAM. 

mkai  Examination  of  Water  from  the  WeU  and  FHUr-gaOety  of  Oe  Wallham 
Water  Work*. 
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TVALTHAM, 

Chemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  lAe  Ditlr^nding  Eaervoir  (f  iht  Waltia 
Waler  Works. 

[Pkrt*  pn  100,000.] 
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Microscopical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Distributing  Reservoir  of  tt> 
thorn  Water  Works. 
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WALTHAM. 
Uienseopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  tie  Diilributing  Rttervoir  of  Ote  Wal- 
tham  WaUr  n^orfa— Concluded. 
[Hamtwr  of  fcgulimi  par  anble  Matlaalar.] 
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"Water  Suitlt  op  Ware. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  a  large  ^ell  and  tubular  wells  in  the 
fiHey  of  Muddy  Brook  in  Ware.  The  large  well  is  26  feet  in 
liimeter  and  23  feet  deep.  About  500  feet  north  of  this  well  the 
water  of  a  spring  is  collected  in  a  small  well,  and  about  it  12  tubular 
fella  have  been  sunk.  Water  from  the  spring  and  tubular  wells 
flows  by  gravity  to  the  large  well,  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  an 
open  distributing  reservoir. 

<^litmieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Large  Well  of  the  Ware  Water  Work*. 

[Puti  par  100,000.) 
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Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  lAe  TiAular  WeUt  of  tlu  Wart  ITala- 
Work*. 

[Puta|>*rlCIO,MO.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Onset  Bay  Fire  District,  'Waeeham.— 
Onset  Water  Company. 

The  Bourco  of  supply  ia  Jonathan's  Pond  in  Wareham.  Tbii 
pond  has  an  area  of  16  acres  and  a  maximum  depth  of  25  feet.  It 
is  located  in  a  sandy  territory,  and  its  water-shed  is  indotermiDSte- 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  Joseph  K.  Xye,  rela- 
tive to  a  proposed  extension  of  the  water  supply  of  Onset  totliat 
part  of  the  town  of  A\'aroham  known  as  the  Narrows,  may  be  found 
on  pages  53  and  54  of  this  volume. 


ChtmiecU  Examination  of  Waterfront  Jonalharis  Pond,  Wareham, 

[PltUIMT  100,000.] 
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WATEBTOWN  AND  BBI.MOirr. 

Water  Supply  or  Watektown  and  Belmont. 
.  Daring  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1898  the  towna  of  Watertown 
md  Belmont  were  supplied  with  water  from  a  filter-gallery  and  wells 
ocated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Charles  River  aboro  Watertown. 
Since  Not.  30, 1898,  water  for  the  supply  of  these  towns  has  been  ob- 
tained from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Works.  The  following  table 
eivesthe  results  ofanalyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  filter-gallery. 
For  a  description  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
District  and  analyses  of  the  water,  see  pages  133  to  160. 

(Aemfcol  Examinatton  of  Water  fnm  a  Faucet  in  the  Pumping  StaUon  of  the 

Walertotan  Water  Workt. 

[htup«r  100,000.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Wavlakd. 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  filter-gallery  located  close  to  t 
storage  reservoir  on  Soake  Brook  in  Waj'tand.  The  storage ; 
voir  has  an  area  of  13  acres,  and  a  storage  capacity  of  16,000,001 
gallons.  The  filter-gallery  is  400  feet  long,  12  inches  wide  and  13 
inches  bigh,  with  two  branches  each  80  feet  long  extending  nndet 
the  reservoir.  The  gallery  is  covered  with  from  4  to  10  feet  of 
gravel.  The  water  obtained  from  the  filter-gallery  contains  an  ex- 
cessive amount  of  iron  and  enormous  numbers  of  the  organism 
Crenothrix. 
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WATLAWD. 
emieal  ExaminaiAm  of  Water  from  the  Storage  JUtervoir  of  the  Waytand  Water 
Worka. 
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Water  Supplt  op  Webster, 
The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  25  feet  in  diameter,  30  feet  deep, 
rated  300  feet  from  the  north-weaterly  shore  of  Lalte  Chaubuna- 
ingamaug. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Wattr  from  the  Well  of  the  Webster  Water  Worki. 

[Puta  p*r  100,000.} 
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\rBI.LBSI.BT. 

Watee  Supply  op  Wbli-bslet. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  a  filter-gallery,  a  well,  known  as  fte 
Williams  Spring,  and  a  system  of  33  tubular  wells,  all  located  in 
the  valley  of  Rosemary  Brook. 

The  original  source  of  supply  was  the  filter-gallery,  built  in  1884, 
located  33  feet  from  Rosemary  Brook  and  400  feet  from  Charles 
River.  The  gallery  is  63  feet  long  and  16  feet  in  depth  below  tiie 
level  of  the  water  in  the  river. 

The  well  at  Williams  Spring  was  built  soon  after  the  coDstmo- 
tion  of  the  filter-gallery,  and  is  located  close  to  the  brook,  1,000 
feet  up  the  valley  from  the  filter-gallery.  It  is  22  feet  in  diamet«r 
and  20  feet  in  depth  below  the  level  of  the  brook. 

The  tubular  wells  are  located  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  in  the 
Burnett  Meadow,  so  called.  The  wellti  cover  an  area  about  1,500 
feet  long  and  about  500  feet  in  width,  the  nearest  well  to  Williams 
Spring  being  distant  from  it  about  900  feet.  The  wells  are  each 
iy2  inches  in  diameter,  and  range  in  depth  from  30  to  60  feet. 
The  system  of  wells  was  completed  in  the  year  1898,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  new  covered  reservoir  was  built  so  as  to  protect  the 
water  from  exposure  to  light.  There  are  no  direct  connections  by 
which  water  may  be  drawn  cither  from  Rosemary  Brook  or  Charles 
River. 


Cliemical  Examinalion  of  WitUr  from  the  FiUer-gallery  of  the  Wellettet/  Water 
Work*. 
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WELLESLET. 

Chemical  Examinaiim  of  Water  frrnn  the  WcU  of  Ae   WeUetUy   Water  Worki 
at  Williame  Spring. 

[P*rU  ptr  100,000.] 
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ChenUeal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Driven  WeUt  of  the  WeOeetey  Water 
Works. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Covered  Retervoir  of  the  WelUtUg 
Water  Worki. 

[Paito  pir  tOO,IIDO.] 
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Water  Supply  of  AVestborouoh. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  Upper  and  Lower  Sandra  ponds  in 
Westborough.  The  Upper  Pond  has  an  area  of  49  acres  and  a 
water-shed  of  1.25  square  miles,  which  contains  a  population  of 
45  per  square  mile.  The  Lower  Pond  is  small,  and  is  separated 
from  the  Upper  Pond  by  a  dam,  and  water  is  obtained  principally 
by  filtration  through  the  dam  from  the  Upper  Pond.  All  of  the 
soil  and  organic  matter  has  been  removed  from  the  Lower  Pond, 
but  only  a  portion  of  the  stumps  and  other  vegetation  was  removed 
from  the  bottom  of  the  Upper  Fond. 


No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OP  WATER  SUPPLIES.  355 

■WBSTBOBOTJGn. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  a  Faueel  tupplied  from  the  WetCborough 
Water  Worka. 
[PwU  p«r  IW/OO.] 
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Water  Supply  op  WESTBOROUcn  Ixsane  Hospital,  "West- 

BOROtrOH. 
Chenifaal  ExamttuUion  of  Water  from  the  Walborougk  Intone  BotpUat. 
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Water  Supply  op  Westfield. 

The  source  of  supply  is  Moose  Meadow  Brook  in  Montgomery, 

OD  which  a  storage  reservoir  and  a  distributing  reservoir  have  been 

constructed.     The  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  38  acres,  an 
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average  depth  of  15  feet,  a  maximum  depth  of  30  feet,  and  a  ca- 
pacity of  184,000,000  gallons.  The  bottom  of  the  reseiroir  was 
originally  meadow  land,  but  considerable  of  the  organic  matter 
was  removed  before  the  area  was  flooded.  The  distributing  reser- 
voir  is  situated  on  the  brook,  2.2  miles  below  the  reservoir.  The 
brook  above  the  disti-ibuting  reservoir  has  a  drainage  area  of  4.8 
square  miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  30  per  square  mile. 
Works  are  now  being  constructed  for  taking  an  additional  supply 
of  water  from  Tillottson  Brook  in  Granville. 


Chetnical  Examinaiion  ofWaUrfrom  &e  Storage  Beaervoir  of  the  WtttJUld  Water 
Works. 

[P*tU  pat  100,000] 
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Chemical  Examinaiion  of  Water  Jrom  TUloUaon  Brook,  in  OranviUe, 

[PuU  par  100,000.] 
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WE8TON. 

Watee  Supply  op  Weaton.  —  Weston  Aqueduct  Comfasv. 
The  source  of  supply  ia  a  well  11  feet  in  diameter  and  25  feet 
deep,  situated  in  the  valley  of  Cherry  Brook  in  Weston. 
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IheWeUoflAe  Waton  Agueduel  Company. 
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The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  C.  W.  Hubbard  of 
Weston,  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Weston,  may  be  found  on  pages  54  and  55  of  this  volume. 


Water  Supply  op  West  Speixgfield. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  a  storage  reservoir  on  Darby  Brook 
and  a  well  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  below  the  reservoir.  The 
Darby  Brook  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  3.5  acres,  an  average 
depth  of  9  feet  and  a  capacity  of  10,000,000  gallons.  It  has  a 
water-shed  of  0.35  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  no  population. 
The  yield  of  the  reservoir  has  been  increased  by  the  diversion  into 
it  of  the  water  of  a  spring  in  another  water-shed.  The  well  in  the 
valley  of  Darby  Brook  is  25  feet  in  diameter  and  14  feet  deep. 
Water  from  this  source  is  used  to  supply  the  higher  portions  of  the 
town. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  comrois- 
Bioners  of  West  Springfield,  relative  to  increasing  the  water  supply 
of  that  town  and  relative  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  present 
sources,  may  be  found  on  pages  55  to  61  of  this  volume. 

The  advice  to  the  board  of  health  of  West  Springfield,  relative 
to  the  use  of  the  water  of  the  Wcstfield  River  for  the  supply  of  the 
town  at  tames  when  water  is  being  used  for  extinguishing  fires, 
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average  depth  of  15  feet,  a  maximum  depth  of  30  feet,  and  a  ca- 
pacity of  184,000,000  gallons.  The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  was 
originally  meadow  land,  but  considerable  of  the  oi^anic  matter 
was  removed  before  the  area  was  flooded.  The  distributing  reser- 
voir is  situated  on  the  brook,  2.2  miles  below  the  reservoir.  The 
brook  above  the  distributing  reservoir  has  a  drainage  area  of  4.8 
square  miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  30  per  square  mile. 
Works  are  now  being  constructed  for  taking  an  additional  supply 
of  water  from  Tillottson  Brook  in  Granville. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Water  fromlhe  Storagt  Reservoir  of  tht  Weetfield  Water 
Works. 
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ChemieaJ  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  TilloUaon  Brook,  in  Oranville. 

[Put*  per  10l>,l»0.] 
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No.  34.]     EXAMINATION  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


Watbe  Sdpplt  of  Weston.- 


WBSTOS. 

-Weston  Aqueduct  Companv, 


The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  11  feet  in  diameter  aod  25  feet 
deep,  situated  in  the  valley  of  Cherry  Brook  in  Weston. 


Chtmicat  HxaminaUon  of  Water  from  the  Weil  of  the  Wetton  Aqueduct  Company. 

[P«ru  par  lOO.QOO] 
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The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  O.  W.  Hnbbard  of 
Weston,  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  a  part  of  the  town 
of  Weston,  may  be  found  on  pages  54  and  55  of  this  volume. 


Water  Suptlt  of  West  Sfrikgfield. 

The  sources  of  supply  are  a  storage  reservoir  on  Darby  Brook 
and  a  well  in  the  valley  of  the  brook  below  the  reservoir.  The 
Darby  Brook  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  3.5  acres,  an  average 
depth  of  9  feet  and  a  capacity  of  10,000,000  gallons.  It  has  a 
water-shed  of  0.35  of  a  square  mile,  which  contains  no  population. 
The  yield  of  the  reservoir  has  been  increased  by  the  diversion  into 
it  of  the  water  of  a  spring  in  another  water-shed.  The  well  in  the 
valley  of  Darby  Brook  is  25  feet  in  diameter  and  14  feet  deep. 
Water  from  this  source  is  used  to  supply  the  higher  portions  of  the 
town. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commis- 
flioners  of  West  Spring6eld,  relative  to  increasing  the  water  supply 
of  that  town  and  relative  to  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  preseut 
sources,  may  be  found  on  pages  55  to  61  of  this  volume. 

The  advice  to  the  board  of  health  of  West  Springfield,  relative 
to  the  use  of  the  water  of  the  WestGeld  River  for  the  supply  of  the 
town  at  times  when  water  is  being  used  for  extinguishing  fires. 
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may  be  found  on  page  57  of  this  volume.  Tbe  results  of  chemical 
analyaes  of  samples  of  Tvftter  from  the  Westfield  River  may  be 
found  in  a  ch&pt«r  on  the  *<  Examination  of  Rivers,"  in  a  Bubse- 
quent  portion  of  this  report. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  Water  from  a  Faucet  tuj^ied  from  Darby  Brook 
Beiervoir. 

[Parti  pat  100,000.] 
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CAenticffl  ^awminotion  of  Water  from  the  Receiving  Well  of  the  Weal  Springfield 

Water  Worka. 
[Pana  POT  loojMo.] 
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Chemicai  Bxaminaiion  of  Water  from  Variotu  Bowvet  in  Wtat  Sprfytgfield. 

(Put*  pw  100^.] 
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Water  Supply  of  Weymouth. 
The  source  of  supply  is  Great  Pond  in  Weymouth,  The  pond  has 
in  area  of  290  acres  and  a  general  depth  of  12  feet.  The  water- 
shed of  the  pond  has  an  area  of  2.85  square  miles,  which  contains 
>  population  of  about  85  per  square  mile.  There  is  considerable 
Bwamp  upon  the  water-shed  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pond,  and  there 
we  large  portions  of  the  pond  which  are  flowed  to  a  slight  depth. 

(^emical  Examination  of  Water  from  Great  Pond  in  Weymouth, 

[PiHiip«r1M,inii.] 
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WHmlAX. 

Water  Sdpplt  of  Whitman. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  filter-gallery  oa  the  shore  of  Hobarfs 
Pond  in  Whitman.  The  filter-gallery  ia  in  two  sections,  the  first 
being  100  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  wide,  the  second  416  feet  long 
and  1^  feet  wide.  The  yield  of  the  filter  gallery  is  insufficient  for 
the  supply  of  the  town,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  water  is 
taken  directly  from  the  pond.  The  pond  has  aD  area  of  175  acres, 
much  of  which  is  very  shallow.  Its  water-shed  of  6.4  square  miles 
contains  about  670  persons  per  square  mile,  many  of  whom  live  upon 
the  shores  of  the  pond  or  upon  the  banks  of  the  feeders  of  the  pond. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  commis- 
Btoners  of  Whitman,  relative  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  Maqaam 
Pond  in  Hanson  as  a  source  of  water  supply  for  the  town,  may  be 
found  on  pages  61  to  64  of  this  volume. 

C^emicat  ExaminaUon  of  Water  from  (Ac  FttUr-gftiUry  of  the  Whitman  HUtf 
Worka. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  EobarCa  Pond,  Whitman, 

[PbiU  per  100,000.] 
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,  WHITMAN. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Commonwealth 
Shoe  and  Leather  Company  of  Whitman,  relative  to  the  use  of  the 
water  of  certain  wells  upon  the  premises  of  that  Corporation,  may 
be  found  on  pages  Gi  and  65  of  this  volume.  Analyses  of  samplea  of 
water  collected  from  the  wells  are  given  in  the  following  tahle :  — 

Chemical  EzamituUion  of  Water  from  the  Wella  of  the  Commonwealth  Shoe  and 
Leather  Company,  Whitman, 

[ParU  per  lOO.OOt.] 
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Water  Slttlt  op  Williamstown.  —  William8town  Wateb 

COMPANT. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  Cold  and  Sherman  springs,  Paul 
Brook  and  Flora  Glen  Reservoir.  The  springs  are  situated  on 
uninhabited  mountain  sides  ;  Paul  Brook  has  an  uninhabited  water- 
shed, and  the  water-shed  of  Flora  Glen  Reservoir  contains  a  very 
small  population. 


Chemieat  Examination  of  Water  from  Cold  Spring  Setervoir,  Wiltiamiioion. 

[Puu  fn  11)0,000.] 
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WILLIAM8TOWN. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Sherman  Spring  Beeervoir,  Wtttianuloum, 

[Parta  pw  100.000.] 
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Chemicat  ExamijuUioti  of  Water  from  Flora  (Jlen  Beservoir,  WUliamtloien, 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Paul  Brook  Reservoir,  WitliatnsCown, 
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WlLJIIMJTON'. 

Tlie  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  hoard  of  hcaltli  of 
Wihnington,  relative  to  the  purity  of  tho  water  of  a  well  intende<l 
for  use  for  drinking  purposes  in  a  new  school-house  in  that  town, 
may  b©  found  on  page  65  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  the  an- 
alysis of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  well  are  given  in  the 
following  table :  — 
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WIUONCITON'. 

Chemieai  Examination  of  Water  from  a  WtU  in  WUminglen. 

[Pirta  par  lOO/WO.J 
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Water  Supply  op  Winchehdon. 

The  source  of  supply  is  a  well  28^^  feet  in  diameter  and  35  feet 
;ep,  situated  in  Prentiss  Meadow  in  the  valley  of  Miller's  Biver, 
bout  1,065  feet  of  earthen  pipe  with  open  joints  have  been  laid  in 

e  vicinity  of  the  well,  5  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
id  connected  with  the  well. 

iemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Well  of  the  Wineheadon  Water  Worke. 

[PkiU  par  100.000.] 
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Water  Slti'LT  of  Wixchester. 
The  sources  of  sui)ply  are  three  storage  reservoii-s  situated  in 
jddle.sex  Fells  in  the  t<)wi)s  of  Winchester  and  Stoneham.     The 
orth  Reservoir  has  an  area  of  59  acres,  a  storage  capacity  of 
>9,000,000  gallons  and  an  independent  water-shed  of  0.78  of  a 
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square  mile.     The  water-shed  of  this  reservoir  contains  a  popahp 
tion  of  524  per  square  mile. 

The  South  Reservoir  has  an  area  of  82  acres,  an  average  depth 
of  20  feet  and  a  water-ahed  of  0.44  of  a  square  mile,  which  is 
uninhabited. 

The  Middle  Reservoir  has  an  area  of  58  acres,  an  average  depth  of 
13  feet  and  a  water-shed  of  0.3  of  a  square  mile,  which  is  aninhabited. 

The  land  on  which  the  reservoirs  were  constructed  was  swampf, 
and  the  bottoms  of  the  reservoirs  are  covered  with  mud  and  organic 
matter.  The  water  of  the  reservoirs,  especially  of  the  Middle  K* 
ervoir,  contains  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter  at  times. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  water  board  of  Win- 
chester, relative  to  the  protection  of  the  water  supply  of  that  town   , 
from  pollution  from  bouses  situated  on  the  water-shed  of  the  North   i 
Reservoir,  may  be  found  on  pages  121  and  122  of  this  volume. 
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'kal  ExamituUion  of  Water  from  the  North  Reservoir  of  the  Winchester 
Water  Works. 

[Monib«r  of  orginlima  par  eablo  tmUmner.] 
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WINCDB  BTBB. 

Chemieal  Examinalion  of  Water  from  the  Soutk  Reservoir  of  the  WineKMr 
Water  Works. 

(Paili  p«r  100,000.] 
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WINCHXSTBB. 

eopieat  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  (Ae  South  Bfervoir  of  the  Wintheiter 
Water  Workt—Coacladei. 
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lical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Middle  Betervoir  of  lAe  l^ncA«i(er 
Waler  Workt. 
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Mierotcopical  Examination  of  Waia-  from  the  MidelU  Retervoir  of  the  WindiaUr 
Water  Works. 

[Sambtt  ot  orgujanw  p«r  cubic  cnllsMtor.) 
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(Seo  Bevert  snd  Metropolilan  Waler  Dinlricl.) 

M'ater  Supply  of  Wobibs. 
Thu  source  of  supply  13  a  filter-gallery  situated  130  feet  ho^ 
the  shore  of  Horn  Pond  in  Woburii.  The  filter-pal lery  is  82  fc** 
long,  12  feet  wide,  and  the  bottom  is  8  feet  l>elow  the  level  of  liig* 
Tvater  in  the  pond.  Water  from  the  filter-gallery  is  pumped  tol 
open  distributing  reservoir.     Horn  Pond  has  an  area  of  103  '^^ 
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and  a  water-shed  of  7.4  square  miles,  which  contains  a  very  largo 
population. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of  health 
of  Wobum,  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  water  of  Horn  Pond 
by  water  flowing  into  it  from  Put  Fowle  Brook,  so  called,  may  be 
fouDd  on  pages  122  and  123  of  this  volume. 

Chemicai  Examination  of  Water  frmn  the  FiU^-gailtry  of  the  Wobum  Water 
Wortu. 

[Puu  p«r  100,000.] 
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ISaroteopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Horn  Fond,  Wobum  —  Concluded. 
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"Water  Supply  of  Worcester. 
The  sources  of  supply  are  Lynde  and  Kettle  brooks  in  Leicester 
ad  Tatnuck  Brook  in  Holden,  on  which  storage  reservoirs  have 
een  constructed.  Lynde  Brook  Eeservoir  has  an  area  of  143 
:!res,  a  maximum  depth  of  37.4  feet,  an  average  depth  of  14.6 
^et  and  a  capacity  of  681,000,000  gallons.     The  shores  of  the 
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reservoir  are  steep,  and  much  of  the  soil  has  been  removed  from 
the  bottom.  The  reservoir  is  fed  by  a  direct  water-sbed  of  2.9 
aqimre  miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  20  per  square  mile. 

The  water  of  Kettle  Brook  is  diverted  into  the  Lynde  Brook 
storage  reservoir.  The  brook  has  a  wat^-shed  at  the  point  of 
diversion  of  4  square  miles,  which  contains  a  population  of  50  per 
square  mile.  There  are  several  storage  reservoirs  on  the  brook 
above  the  point  of  diversion,  some  of  which  are  shallow  and  con- 
tain large  amounts  of  organic  matter. 

Tatnuck  Brook  storage  reservoir  has  an  area  of  149.5  acres,  in 
average  depth  of  15.2  feet  and  a  capacity  of  742,000,000  galloos. 
Its  drainage  area  of  4.6  square  miles  contains  a  population  of  IE 
per  square  mile.  "Water  from  Tatnuck  Brook  Reservoir  flows  toi 
small  distributing  reservoir  ou  the  brook  a  short  distance  below  tfiA 
dam,  which  has  a  small  additional  water-shed. 

Chemical  ExamiiuUion  of  Water  from  Lynde  Brook  Storage  Retervoir,  at  IM. 

[P«rt»p«r  100,000.] 
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Chemical  ExaminaHon  of  Water  from  Lynde  Brook  Storage  Beeervoir. 

[Part*  par  100,000.] 
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Chemical  ExamtwUion  ef  Water  ftom  BoUomly  Pond,  on  EeUie  Brook,  PodM. 

[Puts  p«r  100,000.] 
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oKopieal  Examination  of  Water  from  Tatnuck  Brook  Sloragt  Setervoir 
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le  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  Curtis  Manu- 
iring  Company  of  "Worcester,  relative  to  the  use  of  Curtis 
1  in  that  city  as  a  source  of  ice  supply  for  domestic  purposes, 
be  found  on  pages  127  and  128  of  this  volume.  The  results 
chemical  analysis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  from  the  pond 
;iven  in  the  following  table :  — 

Chemicnl  Examination  of  Water  frvm  (htrlii  Fond  in  Woreetier, 

[Pirta  par  100,000.] 


1 

"""irP" 

AWIIDKU. 

, 

„™„ 

1 

f 

! 

1 

. 

i^ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

A 

1 

IMS. 

BJIiht. 

V.illghl. 

to 

«.10 

l.M 

.0011 

.OlM 

.OlM 

.OOM 

.a 

.0060 

^ 

.u 

I.O 

or,  TCT7  blnll7  TogaUbla. 


! 


EXAMINATION  OF  RIVERS. 


[Ml] 


EXAMINATION  OF  EIVEES. 


Regular  monthly  examinations  have  been  made  during  the  year 
1898  of  the  waters  of  the  Assabet,  Blackstone,  Charles,  Hoosac, 
Housatonic,  Merrimack,  Miller's,  Nashua,  Neponset,  Saugus,  Sud- 
bury, Taunton  and  Ware  rivers,  and  occasional  examinations  of 
other  rivers  in  the  State.  Most  of  the  results  of  these  examina- 
tions will  be  found  arranged  alphabetically  by  rivers  in  the  pages 
which  follow,  but  some  of  them  are  given  on  preceding  pages  in 
connection  with  the  examinations  of  water  supplies  under  the  names 
of  the  towns  where  the  samples  were  collected,  as  follows :  — 

FAOB 

Merrimack  at  Lowell,       •       • 248 

Merrimack  at  Lawrence,  .••.•••••  233 

Saugus  at  Saugus, •        •        •        •  260 

Sudbury  at  Framingham, 166 

The  flow  of  the  streams  during  the  summer  months  was  very  high, 
and  consequently  the  quality  of  the  water  of  the  sewage-polluted 
rivers  was  much  better  than  it  would  be  in  an  ordinary  season. 

AssABET  River. 

The  Westborough  sewage  filtration  area  is  situated  on  the  banks 
of  this  river  above  Northborough,  and  owing  to  faulty  construction 
of  sewers  and  filter-beds  a  considerable  quantity  of  sewage  has  been 
discharged  into  the  stream.  The  river  also  receives  sewage  and 
manufacturing  wastes  directly  or  indirectly  from  the  towns  of 
Hudson  and  Maynard,  through  which  it  passes. 

The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  North- 
borough  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  Assabet  River  by  the  dis- 
charge into  it  of  unpurified  sewage  from  the  Westborough  sewage 
disposal  works  may  be  found  on  pages  119  and  120  of  this  volume. 
A  communication  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of 
Westborough  relative  to  the  discharge  of  unpurified  sewage  into 
the  river  may  be  found  on  pages  120  and  121  of  this  volume. 
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Cltemieal  Examittation  of  Water  from  Amabtt  River,  beloio  the  Sewage  FiUraiin 

Area  at  Weatborougk. 
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Chemical  ExaminalioH  of  Waltr  from  Aaaabet  River,  below  Hudson. 
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A98ABET  BITEB. 

Chemical  Examinalion  of  WiUer  from  Amabel  River,  behui  Maynard. 

[Pmrtl  p*r  100^] 
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Blackstoxe  River. 
rhe  regular  monthly  examinations  of  the  water  of  the  Blackstone 
*er  bave  lieen  contiDucd  as  in  previous  years  and  the  results  are 
en  in  the  tallies  which  follow.  The  first  of  the  tables  is  taken 
m  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  sewers  of  the  city  of 
>rcester  for  the  year  ending  Nov,  30,  1808,  and  contains  the 
nthly  averages  of  analyses,  made  hy  the  city,  of  samples  of  sew- 
■■  and  effluent  collected  at  the  AV'orccstcr  Precipitation  Works, 
Ithe  percentage  of  matters  removed  from  the  sewage  by  treat- 
tit  at  these  works. 

Vccording  to  the  aliovc-mcntioncd  report,  there  were  treated  dur- 
the  year  ending  Nov.  30,  1838,  an  average  of  about  17,700,000 
Ions  per  day  of  mingled  sewage  and  hrook  water  taken  from  the 
I  Brook  channel,  and  about  1,073  pounds  of  quick-lime  were 
J  for  each  million  gallons  of  sewage  treated.  The  effluent  from 
precipitation  works  and  the  excess  of  ilow  of  Mill  Brook  over 
amount  treated  were  discharged  into  the  Blackstone  River, 
he  second  and  third  fables  show  the  averages  for  each  year  and 
the  six  dry  mouths  of  cacli  year  of  the  chemical  analyses  of 
plea  of  water  colloeted  at  various  points  along  the  river. 
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BLACKSTONE  BTVISR, 

WoRCESTEB  Sewage  Purifigatiok  Works. 
Ab9tr<Kt  of  Analyses  of  Sewage  and  Effluent  made  by  the  City  of  WoreesUr. 

[Taken  from  the  annaal  report  of  the  saperintendent  of  sewers  of  the  dtj  of  Worcester  fortbe 

year  ending  Nov.  30, 1898.] 

[Parti  per  100,000.] 
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92.89 
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Sewage,  October,  1898, 

.869 

.621 

.264 

.267 

4.60 

2.28 

6.12 
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.222 

.199 
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2.26 

2.26 

6.20 

Per  cent,  removed. 

7.69 

67.40 

22.06 

91.89 

61.00 
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—1.66 

Sewage,  November,  1898,    . 
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2.04 
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89.48 
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Sewage  for  year  ending  Dec.  1, 1898, 

.861 

.488 

.221 

.217 

4.08 

2.17 

4.76 

Bfflaent  for  year  ending  Dec.  1, 1898, 

.776 

.211 

.196 

.016 

2.06 

2.06 

4.81 

Per  cent,  removed,        .... 

8.93 

61.82 

11.77 

92.62 

48.89 

6.07 

—1.05 

NoTS.  —  Monthly  averages  are  made  from  dally  analyses  of  sewage  and  efflaent.  The  dally  sewage 
samples  consist  of  forty-eight  portions  taken  half.honrly.  Sewage  samples  are  taken  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  sewage  being  received  at  the  time  of  sampling.  Efflaent  samples 
consist  of  twenty  •four  portions  taken  hourly. 
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BliACKSTONE  BIVEB. 

ERAGE8  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OP  VVaTER  FROM  THE  BlAOKSTONE  RiVER 

FOR  Six  Months,  from  June  to  November,  inclusive,  of  Each  Year 
FROM  1887  to  1898,  inclusive. 

ickstone  River  between  Mill  Brook  Channel  and  the  Sewage  Precipitation  Works. 

[Paru  per  100,000.] 
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BIiACKSTONX  BIVXB. 

U  Brook  Channel  and  the  Worcester  Sewage  Preeipitation  Works. 

[PmU  par  100,000.] 
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CHARLES  BrVEB. 


Chakles  River. 


Chemteal  Examination  of  Water  from  Charles  River,  below  Milford. 

[Pang  par  100,l»0.] 
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CHABLES  BIVEB. 

Of  the  Newton  Water  Works. 

[P.rt.j«r  100,000.] 
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T^TCHRinieT.'n  Tti viea. 


Deerfield  Rn-EB. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  board  of  health  of 
North  Adams  relative  to  the  use  of  the  Deerfield  River  as  a  source 
of  ice  supply  may  be  found  on  page  127  of  this  volume. 

The  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  at  various 
points  OD  the  stream  above  the  place  from  which  it  is  proposed  to 
take  the  ice  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Iktrfieid  River. 
IP*ru  |i*r  100,000.] 
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Fbexch  River. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  French  River  at  Webitler, 
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HOOSAC    RiVEK. 


Tbia  river  receives  sewage  from  the  city  of  Xorth  Adams  and  the 
tovrn  of  Adams.  Sewage  from  Adams  and  a  small  portion  of  the 
sewage  of  North  Adams  are  discharged  into  the  South  Branch. 
The  North  Branch  receives  manufacturing  wastes  and  some  sewage 
trom  North  Adams,  but  the  principal  outlet  for  the  sewers  of  North 
Adams  is  into  the  river  below  the  junction  of  the  two  branches,  in 
North  Adams. 
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CAanieal  Examination  of  Water  fr 
near  its  Confluence  i 
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the  South  Branch  of  Oit  Soosae  Biixr, 
:ilh  the  North  Branch  at  North  Adann. 
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nOOSAC  KITKB. 

CKemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Jlooiae  Siver  ai  North  Adams. 
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HOUaATONIC  RITBB. 

HocsATON'ic  River. 

This  river  receives  the  sewage  of  the  city  of  Pittsfield,  whicli  ii 

1895  had  a  population  of  20,461.     The  sewage  in  an  unpuriG«d   I 

state  is  discharged  into  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  junctioD  of 

the  eust  and  west  branches. 


Chemical  Examination  oj  Water  from  the  East  BraiKh  of  the  Houeatonie 
at  PUUfield. 
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i  of  the  Souaatvnic  Biver,  at 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ike  SotiSalonie  Biver  at  New  Laua. 

[P.H1  per  100,000.] 
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BfEBBEUACE  KrTBB. 

In  addition  to  the  sewage  of  these  citieB,  which  are  situated  di- 
rectly on  the  main  stream  in  the  order  named,  the  river  receives 
much  pollution  from  cities  and  towns  situated  upon  its  tributaries. 
The  usual  monthly  examinations  of  the  water  of  this  river  just 
above  the  city  of  Lowell  and  just  above  the  city  of  Lawrence  have 
been  continued  during  1898,  detailed  results  of  which  may  be  found 
on  pages  248  and  233  of  this  volume. 

The  city  of  Lowell  is  situated  about  10  miles  above  the  city  of 
Lawrence,  and  the  sewage  from  the  former  city  is  discharged  di- 
rectly into  the  river  at  several  points  in  and  below  the  city.  In 
the  following  table  a  comparison  is  given  of  the  average  analyses 
of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  river  above  Lowell  and 
Lawrence  during  1898  :  — 


T<AU  comparing  the  Analyses  above  Lowell  wUh  those  above  Lawrence,  J 

[Pirt*  par  100,000,] 
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In  order  to  compare  these  results  with  similar  ones  obtained  in 
previous  years,  another  table  is  presented,  ivhich  shows  the  in- 
crease in  impurities  as  the  water  passes  from  a  point  above  Lowell 
to  liftwre&ce,  as  given  in  the  last  line  of  the  al>ove  table,  and  the 
corresponding  increase  in  previous  years :  — 
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Inereate  in  the  Amount  of  Impurities  in  the  Merrimae  Biver  Water,  fivm  t  Poitt 
above  LowtU  to  Latoretice,  a*  tkttrminal  by  the  Btguiar  MotUtUy  Aoiniu- 
Uona  of  Different  Teart. 

[ParU  p«  tOO^.] 
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CStemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Merrimack  River,  above  BaverhOL 
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MKHBOfACK  BIYBB. 

Chemical  Examinatiim  of  Waixr  from  Ot/t  Herrimaek  Biver,  below  Baverhift. 

[Pmit*  p«T  100,000.] 
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Miller's  River. 

Chemioal  £xaminaiion  of  Water  from  Milkr''t  Biver,  at  Orange. 

[Paru  par  100,000.] 
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hashita  kitsb. 

Nashua  Riteb. 

The  North  Branch  of  tho  Nashua  River  receives  the  unpurified 
sewage  of  the  city  of  Fitchburg,  which  had  in  1895  a  population  of 
26,409,  and  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  which  had  in  1895  a  popob- 
tion  of  9,211.  Tho  South  Branch  of  the  river,  at  Clinton,  is  used 
as  one  of  the  sources  of  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  District, 
and  analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  river  at  this  point  isd 
of  Stillwater  and  Quinepoxot  rivers,  its  two  principal  tributaries, 
may  be  found  on  pages  137  and  138  of  this  volume.  Below  thi 
point  where  the  water  is  taken  for  the  Metropolitan  Water  Distriei 
the  South  Branch  receives  sewage  from  the  town  of  Clinton,  hanug 
in  1895  a  population  of  11,497. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  the  North  Branch  of  the  yoAua  Jter, 
otove  Fitchburg. 

[Purta  paT  1(II>,MI0.] 
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NASHUA  BIVZB, 

■ieal  Examinaiion  of  Water  from  Ihe  North  Branek  of  the  Ifaahua  fltver, 
below  Fitchburg. 

[Part*  per  100,000,] 
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I  Examinntion  of  Waler  from  the  NoTth  Branch  of  the  Nashua  Biver,ju»t 
above  its  CoJtJluetice  loUh  Ihe  South  Vrartch  at  Lancaster. 
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NASHUA  BIViEU. 

Chemical  Examination  of  Water  Jrom  the  South  Branch  of  the  Nashua  River,  Jutt 
above  it*  Confluence  with  the  If^orth  Branch  at  Lancaster. 

[hrU  par  100,000.] 
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Nemarket  River. 
CSiemieal  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Nemasket  River,  below  Middleborou^h. 
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NKPONSET  BITEB. 


Neponset  River. 
CAnmeaJ  Examination  of  Water  from  the  Neponeet  Biver,  at  Byde  Park, 
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Jhemieal  Examittation  of  Water  from  the  Quittebaug  Siver,  below  BotUhbridge. 

[P»rU  par  100.000.] 
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saxi8bubt  fl<ain  kiveb. 

Salisbury  Plain  River. 


[Pub. 


Chemical  Examitiaiion  of  Water  Jiwit  Salislmry  Plain  Bivtr,  betwt  Brotk 

[PsrM  par  IW.ODO.] 
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Taukton  River. 
Chemicai  Examinalion  of  Water  from  ike  TnuiUon  River,  below  Taunloi 
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EXAMINATION  Or  MVEES. 


WABS  HIVBB. 


Ware  River. 
imical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ware  Biver,  at  Cold  Brook  BtaUon,  Barrt. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Water  from  Ware  Siver,  beloto  Ware. 

[PorU  per  100,000.] 
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WXBTrnSLD  BTTEB. 

Wbstfibld  Biver. 
The  advice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  town  of  West 
Springfield,  with  reference  to  a  proposed  plan  for  pumping  the 
water  of  the  Westtield  River  into  the  pipes  of  the  public  viia 
supply,  in  case  of  necessity,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  fire^i 
may  be  found  on  page  57  of  this  volume.  The  results  of  an  analj- 
sis  of  a  sample  of  water  collected  at  the  point  from  which  it  m 
proposed  to  take  water  for  this  purpose  are  given  in  one  of  the  Gil- 
lowing  tables :  — 

Chemicat  Examination  of  Water  from  Westjleld  Biver,  above  WeMfitld. 


a 

s 

-•iF" 

>n.m.. 

, 

™. 

•      1 

1 

j    1| 

l' 

i 

All  iamtDoM. 

j 

1 

1 

ii^^i 

1 

MHI 

IBtH. 

V..ll(hl. 

SIlthL. 

•ai 

B,8i 

i.» 

.M12 

.0104 

.0014 

.M 

.0030 

.„»:..li. 

iseso 

Jnly  18 

V..llgh,, 

Slight. 

.u 

tM 

Lso 

.MM 

oil. 

.OOM 

.ooao 

.13 

.0002;.W|1J 

MSIl 

Aog.W 

BIlghL 

BLIghl. 

.33 

3.M 

I.U 

■"»" 

OlM 

.0110 

.0042 

.» 

.0000  |.)7  ,  1.1 

Av.. 

-''- 

■-'"•'•"■'"- 

.11 

.fKttrl.oooi  .s;    i.i 

Odor,  nons,  becomlDK  fBlntly  muily  or  vegeUhle  In  the  flrsi  Iwo  iimplu  OD  heatlOB- TH 

Mmpm  were  col1«ted  fntm  the  ilver.  (boie  th«  ibWUy  •cttlfd  ponloDi  of  tbe  town. 

[P.rti  per  100,000.] 

i 

i 

Arrmwiufc           N   Evii-npi- 

.U„,™,. 

i 

.V.,.J,„,, 

1 

1                1 

,!i' 

J 

iiiH 

3S513 

I8SB. 

1                  1 
V..%h,,ico»..        -M 

a.M 

l.» 

.I»..'.D.J..1D. 

-                      --,- 

33031 

JulJ    K 

V.«llKht.;81lBhl.       .10     4.M 

1.60 

.MOI'. 01^8. Oiu!. 0031 

.18  |.0170.O0Oi:.«i!.l 

a4sia 

Ang.15 

BllKhl.       Slfghl.       .33'-3.» 

,.m  \.m'M.J.m..«!^ 

.l=i.0OSO.DO011.1*I.t 

1 Lu-'3.«. 

n^^T 

of  Uw 

or  of  Ibe 

l»t,Doa< 

The 

<■,  hlnlly 
»mpl»  w 

;ofl 

ulleot 

;«; 

Bd.OO 

ne.  b 

Ue." 

■'u,'; 

.1, 

hick 

y«i 

ble  OD  hHimi 
led  porUoutl 

EXAMINATION  OF  BIVEBS. 


fo.  34.] 


ChemvxU  SxammaUon  of  Wattr  from  tkt  Watfidd  Riotr.  at  Weal  SpriiigfUtd. 

[Tuuptr  UMN.] 


at  Am.  16  v.iUcbt.  v.>iigbt..)(    t.nt 


.•OH  .aua  .tui . 


'"V 


t 


1 


'm 


« 


I 


>M  * 

■  ■ 


r 


SUMMAEY  OF  WATER  SUPPLY  STATISTICS. 


During  tho  year  1898  a  public  water  supply  was  introduced  for 
tirst  time  into  the  towns  of  Billerica  and  North  Andover,  and 
portant  changes  were  made  in  the  water  supplies  of  other  cities 
1  towns.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  State  contained  32  cities 
i  321  towns,  and  of  these  all  of  tlie  cities  and  130  of  the  towns 
re  provided  with  public  water  supplies. 

riie  following  table  gives  a  classification  by  population  of  cities 
1  towns  having  and  not  having  a  public  water  supply  Dec.  31, 
)8.     The  populations  are  taken  from  the  census  of  1895  :  — 


POPCLATIOS 
(180S). 


Number  of 
Places  of  Given 

Population 
haviiur  a  Pub- 
lic Water 
Supply. 


ToUl 
Population  of 

Placvs 

in  Preceding 

Column. 


<3er  &00, 
CN>-1,000, 
00-1,500, 
00-2,000, 
00-2,500. 
00-3,000, 
00-3,600, 
00-4,000, 
00-4,600, 
P'e  4,500, 

ToUlB, 


0 

4 
10 

0 
10 

8 
10 

6 

0 
06 


102 


0 
8,301 
11,012 
15,722 
32,182 
22,444 
82,516 
21,788 
89,008 
2,088,703 


Number  of 

Place*  of  Olren 

Population 

not  baring  a 

Public 
Water  Supply. 


Total 
Population  of 

Plaoee 

InPTM^diiifl 

Colomn. 


86 

65 

88 

30 

13 

10 

7 

0 

1 

1 


2,267,663 


101 


18,287 

42,608 

46,354 

61,764 

28,882 

27,047 

22,600 

0 

4,066 

6,080 


242,620 


?rom  the  totalis  given  in  the  preceding  table  it  will  be  seen  that 
y  45.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  cities  and  towns  have 
>lic  water  supplies,  but  that  90.3  per  cent,  of  the  whole  popula- 
a  of  the  State  is  contained  within  these  cities  and  towns.  The 
liber  of  people  to  whom  a  public  water  supply  is  available  is,  of 
irse,  somewhat  less  than  the  total  population  of  the  municipalities 
>plied,  but  the  difference  is  not  large. 
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'  There  are  now  9  towns  having,  by  the  census  of  1895,  a  popula- 
tion exceeding  3,000  which  are  not  provided  with  a  public  water 
supply.     These  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


TOWKS. 

Popniation  In 
1809. 

6,039 
4,055 
8,430 
8,879 
3,321 

Towva. 

Fopnlatkmfai 

BUekatooe 

Bamatable, 

Sutton 

TewkBbmy 

Pepporell, 

1 

1  Dudley, 

Chelmaford 

Dartmonth, 

Deerfleld, 

8,208 

8,107 
8,007 

In  the  following  table  the  various  water  supplies  are  classified 
according  to  the  dates  when  a  fairly  complete  system  was  first  in- 
troduced into  a  city  or  town  :  — 


Tixsa. 


Prevloaa  to  1850, 

1860-1869, 

1860-1800, 

1870-1879, 

1880-1880, 

1890,  . 

1891,  . 
1802,      . 


Number  of 

PUcea 
BuppUed. 


6 

4 

10 

44 

68 

4 

5 

1 


Yeahs. 


1893, 
1894, 
1895, 
1896, 
1807, 


1898. 


Total, 


Nomberof 

Plaoea 
anpplted. 


8 
8 

6 
6 
2 
2 


102 


At  the  end  of  the  year  1898  all  of  the  32  cities  in  the  State,  hav- 
ing an  aggregate  population  of  1,640,503,  own  their  water  works. 
Of  the  130  towns  having  a  public  water  supply,  82,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  406,570,  own  their  works,  while  48,  having  a  population  of 
210,590,  are  supplied  by  private  companies.  The  total  population 
in  both  cities  and  towns  owning  their  works  is  2,047,073,  against 
210,590  in  those  supplied  by  private  companies. 

The  following  table  gives  statistics  with  regard  to  the  consump- 
tion of  water  in  the  cities  and  towns  in  this  State  where  such  records 
are  kept.  The  populations  for  1898  as  given  in  the  tabic  were  ob- 
tained by  adding  three-fifths  of  the  increase  in  population  from  1890 
to  1895  to  the  population  as  determined  by  the  census  taken  in  the 
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latter  year.  The  daily  consumption  of  water  per  inhabitant  has  been 
obtained  by  dividing  the  average  daily  consumption  by  the  esti- 
mated total  population  of  the  city  or  town  in  1898.  The  amount 
obtained  in  this  manner  is  somewhat  less  than  the  average  amount 
used  per  consumer,  because  there  are  in  all  cities  and  towns  a 
greater  or  less  numl)er  of  people  who  do  not  use  the  public  water 
supply.  The  difference  between  the  number  of  inhabitants  and 
consumers  would  account  to  a  large  extent  for  the  low  rate  per 
inhabitant  in  some  of  the  towns  where  works  have  been  in  opera- 
tion for  a  short  time  only,  and  where,  in  consequence,  water  has 
not  been  generally  introduced.  In  some  towns  the  population 
during  the  summer  months  is  much  greater  than  that  which  is 
shown  by  census  returns,  and  in  such  cases  the  consumption  per 
inhabitant  as  given  in  the  table  is  somewhat  higher  than  it  would 
be  if  allowance  were  made  for  the  increased  population  in  the 
summer. 


Statistics  relating  to  the  Consumption  of  Water  in  Varums  Cities  and  Towns, 

CiTT  OB  Town. 

EsU- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion in 

1808. 

Average 

Dally 
ConsQ  op- 
tion. 

Gallons. 

1808. 

Daily 
Consamp- 
tion  per 
Inhabi- 
tant. 

Gallons. 

1808. 

City  or  Towv. 

Esti- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion in 

1808. 

Average 
Daily 

Consump* 
tion. 

Gallons. 

1808. 

Daily 
Consump- 
tion per 
Inhalbi- 
Unt. 

Gallons. 

1808. 

Metropolitan  Water 
District. 

Abington  and  Rock- 
land. 

Ameabary,     . 

767,700 

9,882 

10,090 

79,274,000 
355,000 
298,000 

103 
86 
30 

Fairhaven, 
Fall  River,     . 
Foxboroagh,  . 

3,589 

98,086 

3,391 

211,000 

8,186,000 

151,000 

59 
82 
45 

Andover, 

6,147 

310,000 

50 

Framingham, 

9,676 

844,000 

36 

Attleboroagh, 

8,715 

858,000 

41 

Franklin, 

5,319 

144,0p0 

27 

Avon, 

1.771 

40,000 

23 

Gardner, 

9,637 

729,000 

76 

Ayer, 

2,073 

94,000 

45 

Gloncester,     . 

30,347 

855,000 

28 

Beverly, . 

12,397 

i      899,000 

73 

Grafton, . 

5,160 

84,000 

16 

Bralntree, 

5,589 

385,000 

09 

Groton,  . 

2,273 

67,000 

29 

Bridgewater  and  £. 

Bridge  water. 
Brockton, 

7,832 
36,688 

1      200,000 
,  1,012,000 

26 
28 

nyde  Park,    . 
Ipawlch, . 

12,806 
4,889 

672,000 
69,000 

52 
14 

Brookline, 

18,601 

1,469,000 

79 

Lawrence, 

56,670 

8,305,000 

58 

Cambridge,    . 

88,612 

7,758,000 

88 

Lexington, 

3,679 

185,000 

87 

Ointon,  . 

4,695 

180,000 

38 

Longmeadow, 

625 

47,000 

76 

Cohaaaet, 

2,490 

'        78,000 

31 

Lowell,  . 

88,370 

6,725.000 

76 

Danvera  and  Mid- 

dleton. 
Dedham, 

9,403 
1       7,264 

636,000 
513,000 

68 
71 

Lynn  and  Bangui, . 
Manchester,   . 

71.821 
1,928 

4,746,000 
167,000 

67 
87 

Easton,   . 

i       4,427 

97,000 

22 

Mansfield, 

8,896 

135,000 

35 
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Statistics  relating  to  the  Consumption  of  Water  in  Various  Cities  and  Towns - 

Concluded. 


CITT  OR  TOTfU. 

Esti- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion In 

1808. 

Average 

Dally 
Consump- 
tion. 

Gallons. 

1808. 

DaUy 
Consump- 
tion per 
Inhabi- 
tant. 

Gallons. 

1898. 

i 

1 

ClTT  OB  TOWH. 

Esti- 
mated 
Popula- 
tion In 

1808. 

Average 

Dally 

Consump- 

Uon. 

Oalloni. 

1898. 

DaOj 
Consnmp- 
tlonptr 
Inhabi- 
tant 

QalloDS. 

1898. 

Marblehead,  . 

7,852 

414,000 

66 

Reading, 

6,004 

118,000 

22 

Marlborough, 
Maynard,       .       • 

16,680 
8,824 

687,000 
117,000 

84 
86 

Revere  and  Win. 

throp. 
Rockport, 

13,647 
6,010 

676,000 
138,000 

60 
22 

Medford,        .       . 

16,611 

1,006,000 

66 

Rutland, .       .       • 

on 

10,000 

19 

Methnen, 

6,216 

230,000 

87 

Salem,     • 

86,676 

2,298,000 

68 

Mlddleborongh,     . 

7,063 

214,000 

80 

Sharon,  . 

1,767 

47,000 

27 

Milford  and  Hope- 

dale. 
Milton.    . 

Montague, 

10,664 
6,262 
6,016 

660,000 
161,000 
412,000 

63 
26 

70 

Stoughton,     . 

*  Swampsoott  ^  and 
1      Nahant. 
1  Taunton, 

6,624 

4,162 

28,116 

260,000 

460,000 

1,302,000 

47 

111 

40 

Nantucket,     . 

2,866 

87,000 

80 

1  TUbury, 

700 

46,000 

« 

Natick,   . 
Keedham, 

8,632 
8,707 

860,000 
212,000 

43 
66 

Wakefield     and 

Stoneham. 
Walpole, 

16,468 
8,228 

774,000 
80,000 

50 
28 

New  Bedford, 

63,062 

6,008,000 

02 

Waltham, 

22,177 

1,600,000 

77 

Newburyport, 

14,016 

618,000 

36 

Ware,     . 

7,844 

262,000 

83 

Newton, . 

No.  Attleboroagb, 

20,617 
6,486 

1,768,000 

60 

Warcham,  Onset 

Bay. 
Webster, 

8,317 
8,260 

10,000  1 
304,000. 

0 
37 

No.  Brookfleld,     . 

6,003 

165,000 

30 

Wellesley,      . 

4,600 

167,000 

3« 

Norwood, 

6,070 

405,000 

80 

Weston,  . 

1,738 

27.000  1 

16 

Orange,  . 

6,837 

42,000 

7 

Whitman,       . 

6,526 

1 

139,000 

21 

Peabody, 

10,716 

067,000 

00 

Wincbendon,. 

4,550 

67,000 

13 

Provincetown, 

4,602 

126,000 

28 

Woburn, 

14,686 

005,000  ! 

68 

Qulncy,  . 

23,104 

1,363,000 

50 

Worcester,     . 

107,234 

6,785,000  ' 

63 

Randolph  and  Hoi- 
brook. 

6,736 

1 
1 

284,000 

50 

1 

1 
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Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  in  Massachusetts  for  the  year  1898  was  9.34  inches 
more  than  the  normal.  An  excess  of  rainfall  occurred  during  eight 
months  of  the  year,  the  greatest  excess  being  3.06  inches  in  Octo- 
ber. A  deficiency  occurred  during  the  months  of  March ,  June, 
September  and  December,  the  greatest  deficiency  being  1.84  inches 
in  March. 

The  average  rainfall  in  Massachusetts,  as  deduced  from  long-con- 
tinued observations  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  is  given  in  the 
following  table,  together  \vith  the  rainfall  for  each  month  in  1898 
and  the  departures  from  the  normal  :* — 


MOVTH. 

Normal 
Halnfall. 

Inches. 

RalnmU 

1898a 

Inches. 

Excess  or 

Deficiency. 
1898. 

Inches. 

'               MOMTH. 

Normal 
RainAU. 

Inches. 

RainfiU 
1898. 

Inches. 

EzoeiBor 

Deflcleney. 

1898. 

Inches. 

January, 
February,    . 
March, 

April,  • 

May.    a       .       . 

» 
1 

1 

t 
t 

8.03 
8.65 
3.01 
3.35 
3.71 
3.28 
4.00 

6.53 
4.58 
2.07 
4.88 
4.72 
2.27 
4.55 

+1.60 
+0.93 
—1.84 
+1.68 
+1.01 
—1.01 
+0.55 

Auguat, 
September, . 
October, 
November, . 
December,  . 

Total,    . 

4.40 
3.81 
4.07 
4.17 
8.68 

7.24 
2.83 
7.13 
0.62 
2.78 

+2.84 
-0.08 
+8.06 
+2.46 
-0.80 

June,  a 
July.    . 

45.36 

64.70 

+0.84 

To  show  the  condition  of  the  streams  or  sources  of  water  supply 
from  which  samples  of  water  have  been  collected  for  analysis  during 
1898,  the  following  tables  are  presented,  which  give  the  daily  rain- 
fall in  inches  at  9  stations  scattered  throughout  the  State  :* — 


*  Prepared  from  the  records  of  the  New  England  Weather  Serrioe. 
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Daily  BainfaU 

»  Inches  at  Nine  Plaeai  in  MaiiaehuKlU 

UOITB. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

i 

i 

HaKTB. 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

a 

1 

i 

1,  .     . 
s,  .     . 
a.  .     . 

i.  ■     . 
».  ■     ■ 
«.  .     . 

T,    .       . 
«.    .        . 
>,    .       . 

10,  .       . 

11,  .       . 
11,    .       . 
IS.    .       . 
H,    .       . 
IS,    .       . 

l^  .     . 

18.   .      . 

It.  .    . 

20.    .       . 

31.    .       . 

33,     . 

as.   .      . 
s^   .      . 
ST.    .      . 

38.  .       . 

a,   .      . 

39,  .       . 

9. so 

s.oo 
0.(0 

- 

0.30 

D.oe 
a.M 

0.1T 
0.04 

l.M 
0.06 

.TO 

D.« 

0.3S 
_ 

0.00 

a-ii 
o.« 

o.ao 

0.10 

o.si 

0.75 
2.« 

o.js 

O.Bl 
I.BO 

D.tS 
0.18 

».ir 

0.S4 

1.3B 
1.13 

O.M 
I 

».IT 

O.IZ 

l.M 
O.U 

O.TO 

o.io 
o.u 

».S6 

1.1« 
0.20 

0.a» 

I.OS 
1.00 

\ 

O.lfc 

1..    - 

t, .    . 

3,  .       . 

*.-    . 

s. .      . 

8..       . 

».  ■       . 

0.  .         . 
10,.       . 

u. .      . 

13..        . 
16,  .        . 

IS,  .       . 
IB,  .         . 

12,.       . 
28..       . 
it,  .       . 

as,.     . 
M,  .      . 

9.16 

).30 

1.00 

l.S 
).0» 

'- 

0.06 
O.BO 

i.as 

0.14 

1.84 
D.IS 

0.04 
I.S6 

D.36 
0.14 

0.16 

0.0! 
0.03 
0.3O 

0.14 

1.S! 

0.11 
0.04 

ti.a 

0.21 

1.00 

■- 

0.32 

1.14 
Lit 

- 

: 

- 

o-x  - 

.J- 

o,»«.« 

-1  ■ 

0.1iO.Jl 

1 

ToUI.. 

0.12 

.86 

6.12 

6.W 

*-" 

s.«|..« 

S.T8 

Tou,!., 

!.06 

M 

4.01 

4.27 

6.6O4.ffZ'6.60'«.4^ 

•  I'rtclplMtlOD  iDcluded  Id  tb*l  of  lollowlng  day. 
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'/  Rainfall  in  Inches  at  Nine  Placet  in  Massachusetts,  Otograpkicaiti/  teUeted 

—  Ctiutinuetl. 


,.„...».. 

A»HI.  IHM. 

1 

S 

1 

|j 

S 
o.os 

0.08 

;« 

i 

D.n 

o.oa 

K.33 

o,a« 
a. 93 

1 

t.ii 

a.is 

a.u 
o.aa 

D.M 
0.08 

^ 

Mo"^. 

j 

£ 

i 

i 

1 

X 

1 

DM 

a.u 

1,.         . 
S,  .       . 

fi,  .       . 

B.  .         . 

T.  .       . 

8,.       . 

B.  .  . 
10,  .  . 
11,.  . 
U,  .  . 
18.  .  . 
H  .  . 
IS.  .  . 
W,  .       . 
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Daily  BatnfaU  in  Inehea  at  Nine  Place*  in  Moisaekusetts,  Oeographieally  xleettd 
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!>iHly  Bainfall  in  Inehei  at  Nine  Placet  in  Massaehugellt,  OeographicdUy  telecUd 
—  Continued. 
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Flow  of  Streams. 

The  flow  of  streams  for  the  year  1898,  as  indicated  by  the  records 
of  the  Sudbury  River,  was  very  much  in  excess  of  the  normal  for 
twenty-four  years,  and  was  exceeded  in  only  two  years  during  thfit 
time.  The  flow  was  less  than  normal  during  the  months  of  March 
and  April,  but  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  normal  during  each 
of  the  remaining  months.  The  flow  of  the  river  during  the  driest 
six  months  of  the  year  has  only  been  exceeded  in  those  months  in 
two  of  the  twenty-four  years  during  which  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury 
Kiver  has  been  measured. 

In  order  to  show  the  relation  between  the  flow  of  the  Sudbury 
Kiver  during  each  month  of  1898  and  the  normal  flow  of  the  same 
river  as  deduced  from  twenty-four  years'  observations,  from  1875  to 
1899  inclusive,  the  following  table  has  been  prepared.  The  area  of 
the  water-shed  of  the  Sudbury  River  above  the  point  of  measurement 
is  75.2  square  miles. 

TcU>le  showing  the  Average  Monthly  Flow  of  Sudbury  River  for  the  Tear  1898, 
in  Cubic  Feet  per  Second  per  Square  Mile  of  Drainage  Area  and  in  GaUont 
per  Day  per  Square  Mile  of  Drainage  Area,  also  Departures  from  the  Normal 
Flow. 


HOlfTH. 


January,     . 
February,    . 
March, 
April,  . 
May,    .       . 
June,   . 
July,    . 
August, 
September, . 
October, 
November,  . 
December,  . 
Average, 


NoRKAL  Flow. 


Coble  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 

Mile. 


Gallons  per 
Day        I 

per  Square  ■ 
Mile. 


1.870 
2.9M 
4.405 
3.092 
1.717 
0.702 
0.317 
0.600 
0.385 
0.850 
1.516 
1.665 


1.662 


1,209,000 

1,897,000 

2,847,000 

1,908,000 

1,110,000 

492,000 

205.000 

323,000 

249,000 

553,000 

980,000 

1,076,000 


Actual  Flow  im  1898. 


Cubic  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 

Mile. 


Oallons  per 

Day 
per  Square  j 


2.535 
4.676 
4.029 
2.830 
1.928 
0.820 
0.357 
1.713 
0.571 
1.795 
3.073 
2.783 


1,074,000 


2.244 


1,638,000 

+0.665 

3,022,000 

+1.740 

2,604,000 

—0.376 

1,829,000 

—0.262 

1,246,000 

+0.211 

580,000 

+0.058 

231.000 

+0.040 

1,107,000 

+1.213 

369,000 

+  0.186 

1,160,000 

+0.939 

1,986,000 

+1.567 

1,799,000 

1       +1.118 

1,450,000 

+0.582 

ExcBss  OB  DapiasycT. 


Cubic  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 

Mile. 


Qalloniptf 

Day 

perSoatfi 

Mil«. 


+429,000 
+1,125,000 
-348,000 
-1».000 
+136,000 
+38,000 
+26.000 
+784.000 
+120,000 
-h60T,000 
+1,006,000 
+733,00« 
"~+3T6,0<^ 
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The  next  table  shows  the  weekly  fluctuations  during  1898  in  the 
flow  of  two  of  the  streams  which  were  carefully  measured,  namely, 
the  Sudbury  and  the  Merrimack.  The  flow  of  these  streams,  par- 
ticularly the  Sudbury,  serves  to  indicate  the  flow  of  the  other  streams 
in  eastern  Massachusetts. 


WBSK  BlTDIirO  SUVDAT. 


JftD.    S* 

1«. 

ao. 

Feb.  6, 
13. 
20, 
27, 

Mar.  6, 
18. 
20. 
27. 

Apr.  8, 
10, 
17. 

May   1. 

8. 
15, 
22. 

2». 
June  6, 

12. 

M. 

26. 

Jnly  3. 


1S98. 


SUDBUBT 
RIVBB. 

Coble  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Square 


Mkbbixack 

lilVKB. 

Cubic  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Aqnare 

Mile. 


1.206 
1.468 
2.106 
3.207 
8.660 
1.664 
2.578 
8.081 
11.233 
4.106 
5.108 
4.804 
2.708 
2.870 
2.800 
2.386 
2.181 
6.104 
2.118 
1.544 
1.107 
2.721 
1.708 
0.742 
0.418 
1.140 
0.110 


1.222 
1.804 
1.500 
1.720 
2.040 
1.188 
1.882 
1.012 
2.182 
1.050 
2.448 
6.858 
5.078 
8.806 
S.415 
2.578 
8.064 
4.010 
2.788 
2.178 
1.007 
2.852 
2.041 
1.404 
1.848 
1.800 
0.874 


WbBX  BITDDIO  SUBDAT. 


July  10, 
17. 
24, 
81. 

Ang.  7. 
14. 
21. 
28. 

Sept.  4, 

11. 

18. 

25. 

Oet.    2, 

». 

18. 

28. 

80. 

Nov.  6. 


1S9S. 


18. 


20,  . 

27.  . 

Dec.  4.  . 

11.  . 

18.  . 

25.  . 


SUDBUBT 

KnrsB. 

Cable  Feet 

per 

Second 

perBaomre 


Jan.   1, 


1S99. 


—0.111 
0.717 
0.602 
0.400 
0.884 
2.566 
S.888 
1.022 
1.188 
0.407 
0.172 
0.406 
0.414 
0.026 
1.582 
S.400 
S.811 


1.466 


8.568 
8.686 
8.617 
2.408 
4.808 
1.826 
2.500 


2.085 


Mbbbixack 

RIVBB. 

CaUc  Feet 

per 

Second 

per  Hqnare 

MUe. 


0.680 
0.588 
0.580 
0.647 
0.558 
0.780 
0.886 
1.107 
0.748 
0.618 
0.506 
0.400 
0.878 
0.040 
0.084 
1.880 
2.888 
1.566 
1.010 
2.850 
2.062 
1.814 
2.808 
1.450 
1.502 


The  following  table  gives  the  records  of  the  rainfall  upon  the  Sud- 
bury River  water-shed  and  its  total  yield  expressed  in  inches  in  depth 
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on  the  water-shed  (inches  of  rainfall  collected)  for  the  year  1898| 
together  with  the  average  of  the  records  of  the  twenty-four  y< 
from  1875  to  1898  inclusive :  — 


Rainfall  received  and  collected  on  the  Sudbury  River  Water-^ed, 


1898. 

MXAX  roB  94  TiAM, 
197S-18M. 

Month. 

Rainfall. 

Rainfall 
collected. 

Per  Cent 
collected. 

RalnCall. 

Rainlkn 
ooUeeted. 

Per  Out 

fnltam 

January,  . 

6.88 

2.022 

42.78 

4.84 

2.166 

4I.« 

February, 

4.40 

4.860 

108.44 

4.8S 

8.064 

TUI 

March, 

2.40 

4.645 

103.54 

4.80 

6.078 

WM 

April,        .       . 

4.66 

3.158 

67.77 

8.80 

8.460 

mM 

May, .       .       . 

8.22 

2.222 

60.01 

8.41 

1.070 

58.M 

June, 

2.48 

0.015 

86.00 

2.05 

0.850 

28.81 

July, . 

4.00 

0.411 

10.06 

8.70 

0.865 

9M 

August,     . 

8.17 

1.074 

24.16 

4.27 

o.6n 

UM 

Beptembor, 

2.62 

0.687 

24.81 

8.20 

0.480 

11.41 

October,    . 

6.71 

S.060 

30.88 

4.44 

0.067 

nM 

November, 

6.03 

3.420 

40.48 

4.80 

1.601* 

WM 

December, 

8.28 

3.208 

07.80 

8.66 

1.090 

UM 

Totals  and 

aven 

iges. 

• 

65.88 

30.450 

54.51 

46.10 

22.667 

48.11 

The  Sudbury  River  records  are  particularly  valuable  as  a  basis 
for  estimating  the  yield  of  other  water-sheds  in  Massachusetts,  both 
on  account  of  the  accuracy  with  which  the  measurements  have  been 
made  and  the  absence  of  abnormal  conditions  which  would  unfavor- 
abl v  affect  the  results.  The  following  table  <rives  the  records  relating 
to  the  yield  of  this  water-shed  for  each  of  the  past  twenty-three 
years,  the  flow  from  the  water-shed  being  expressed  in  gallons  i)er 
day  per  square  mile,  instead  of  inches  in  depth  of  rainfall  collected, 
in  order  to  render  the  table  more  convenient  for  use  in  estimating  the 
probable  yields  of  water-sheds  used  as  sources  of  water  supplv:  — 
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'ieldof  the  Sudbury  Jiiver  WaUr-shedin  Oalbms  per  Day  per  Square  Mile.' 
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EXPERIMENTS  UPON  THE  PURIFICATION  OF  SEWAGE  AND 
WATER  AT  THE  LAWRENCE  EXPERIMENT  STATION.* 


By  Harry  W.  Clark,  Chemist  in  Charge. 


The  year  1898  is  the  eleventh  that  the  investigations  of  the  Law- 
rence Experiment  Station  have  been  continued.  The  work  has 
been  carried  on  under  the  general  supervision  of  Hiram  F.  Mills, 
A.M.,  C.E.,  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  with  the  writer 
in  direct  charge.  The  following  report  presents  a  summary  of  the 
investigations  and  results  obtained.  Besides  the  regular  chemical 
and  bacterial  analyses  of  sewage,  water  and  sand,  made  in  connec- 
tion with  these  investigations,  about  500  samples  of  sand,  soils,  etc., 
have  been  examined  at  the  station,  in  connection  with  the  investi- 
gation of  the  sewage-disposal  areas  of  the  various  towns  and  cities 
of  the  State. 

Purification  of  Sewage. 

Eecognizing  the  great  value  of  all  information  upon  methods  by 
which  the  area  necessary  for  the  disposal  of  a  given  volume  of  sew- 
age can  be  reduced  and  still  have  the  sewage  satisfactorily  purified, 
much  of  the  work  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  along  lines  which 
tended  to  increase  our  knowledge  of  this  particular  problem.  Es- 
pecially during  the  past  four  years  have  the  results  of  investigations 
and  observations  upon  this  interesting  subject  been  given  a  conspicu- 
ous place  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  work  of  the  Board  at  Lawrence. 
New  and  promising  work  along  this  line  has  been  carried  on  during 
the  past  year. 

Character  and  Composition  of  Sewage. 

We  call  sewage  either  strong  or  weak  according  to  the  amount  of 
organic  matter  in  the  volume  of  water  going  to  make  up  a  given 

•  A  full  accoant  of  the  work  done  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  for  the  years  1888 
and  1889  it  contained  in  a  special  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  upon  the  Purification  of 
S«wage  and  Water,  1890.  A  similar  account  for  the  years  1890  and  1891  is  contained  in  the 
twentj-tbird  annual  report  of  the  Board  for  the  year  1891.  Since  1891  the  resalts  hare  been 
pablished  yearly  in  the  annual  reports. 
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Yolume  of  sewage.  At  Lawrence,  the  sewage  used  in  our  investiga- 
tions is  taken  from  a  sewer  which  drains  the  houses,  stores  and 
streets  of  the  most  thickly  populated  portion  of  the  city.  It  is  un- 
doubtedly a  much  stronger  sewage  than  the  average  sewage  of  the 
whole  city ;  and,  as  nearly  all  that  pumped  to  the  experiment  station 
is  day  sewage,  it  is  somewhat  stronger  than  the  average  for  the 
twenty-four  hours.  The  sewage  experimented  with  at  Lawrence 
is  also  much  stronger  than  that  which  is  disposed  of  upon  the  filtra- 
tion areas  of  the  State.  Investigations  in  regard  to  these  areas, 
made  during  the  past  summer,  have  given  us  exceedingly  interesting 
and  valuable  figures  in  regard  to  the  strength  of  the  sewage,  as  well 
as  the  approximate  volume  of  sewage  reaching  each  area.     (See  paper 

beyond.) 

Fresh,  Stale  and  Septic  Sewage. 

Sewage  is  the  filth  flowing  in  our  sewers,  consisting  of  wastes 
from  houses,  stores  and  streets,  together  with  the  water  used  for 
washing  these  wastes  into  the  sewers.  In  many  places,  waste 
liquors  from  industrial  establishments  largely  augment  the  volume 
of  sewage. 

It  is  evident  that,  when  this  mixture  of  filth  and  organic  matters 
of  all  kinds,  with  the  waste  water  of  a  town,  has  just  occurred, 
and  little  time  has  been  given  for  mechanical,  chemical  and  bacterial 
actions  to  take  place  in  the  sewers,  we  have  a  liquid  containing 
organic  matter  quite  difierently  constituted  —  that  is,  of  a  different 
mechanical  and  chemical  composition  —  from  the  same  matter  in  the 
sewage  when  opportunity  has  been  given  for  these  various  actions 
to  take  place.  The  sewage  at  first  contains  generally  free  oxygen 
and  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrates  and  nitrites,  and  the  proportion 
of  organic  matters  in  suspension  is  comparatively  large.  Such  a 
liquid  we  call  fresh  sewage. 

As  this  fresh  sewage  flows  along  the  sewers,  mechanical,  chemical 
and  bacterial  forces  act  upon  it,  and  the  composition  of  its  organic 
constituents  undergoes  a  distinct  change.  This  change  is  practically 
the  breaking  up  of  the  organic  matter  into  simpler  forms,  and  is  the 
initial  step  in  the  process  by  which  the  organic  matter  is  finally 
changed  to  inorganic  matter.  The  chani^e  carried  on  in  fresh  sewage 
containing  free  oxygen  is  as  follows  :  the  carbon,  under  bacterial 
influences  in  the  presence  of  free  oxygen,  is  oxidized,  the  nitrogen 
and  hydrogen  unite  to  form  ammonia,  and  this  unites  with  the  car- 
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bon  dioxide  to  form  ammonium  carbonate.  Thus,  until  the  dissolved 
oxygen  is  exhausted,  the  free  ammonia  increases,  while  the  crude 
organic  matter  decreases.  Sewage  when  its  free  oxygen  has  just 
become  exhausted  and  its  free  ammonia  increased  to  the  maximum 
possible  by  the  exhaustion  of  its  oxygen  we  designate  as  stale  sewage. 

Sewage  containing  free  oxygen  and  for  this  reason  comparatively 
free  from  putrefying  actions  has  not  a  particularly  oflFensive  odor, 
and  the  same  can  be  said,  though  in  a  less  degree,  of  stale  sewage. 
When  the  oxygen  is  exhausted  bacterial  life  continues  active  and 
chemical  changes  go  on  and  continue  the  breaking  up  of  the  organic 
matter  into  simpler  forms.  But,  as  oxygen  is  not  present,  the 
action  by  which  the  organic  matter  is  still  further  changed  is  a 
putrefying  one,  and  the  sewage  becomes  veiy  ill-smelling  on 
account  of  the  generation  and  escape  of  hydrogen  compounds  of 
carbon,  sulphur  and  phosphorus.  Nitrogen  is  also  set  free  in  this 
putrefying  process.  The  result  of  all  these  changes  is  to  decrease 
the  amount  of  carbonaceous  and  nitrogenous  matter  in  the  sewage. 
Sewage  when  in  this  state  is  now  known,  since  the  results  of  cer- 
tain English  experiments  have  been  published,  as  septic  sewage; 
not  a  very  appropriate  term,  but  one  which  we  shall  probably  have 
to  accept  on  account  of  its  general  use  at  the  present  time.  This 
action,  resulting  in  the  change  of  stale  sewage  into  septic  sewage, 
can  probably,  if  suflScient  time  is  given,  be  continued  until  nearly 
all  the  organic  matter  in  suspension  is  changed  into  soluble  forms. 

The  fact  that  the  organic  matter  in  suspension  in  sewage  is  the 
chief  source  of  difficulty  in  sewage  purification  by  intermittent 
filtration  was  early  made  clear  by  the  work  at  Lawrence,  and  all 
our  investigations  upon  rapid  methods  of  sewage  purification  have 
dealt  with  processes  of  getting  rid  of  or  destroying  in  some  manner 
this  organic  matter  in  suspension.  The  fact  that  the  percentage  of 
suspended  organic  matter  present  in  a  sewage  decreases  with  the 
increased  age  of  the  sewage,  and  that  stale  sewage  was  more  easily 
disposed  of  upon  sand  filters  than  fresh  sewage,  on  account  of 
this  fact,  has  been  known  and  the  results  of  experiments  upon  this 
matter  have  been  given  in  the  last  four  reports  of  the  Board.  For 
instance,  in  the  report  for  1895  it  was  stated  that  if  sewage  is  stale 
when  reaching  the  filter  the  organic  matter  in  suspension  is  finely 
divided  and  hence  a  much  larger  percentage  of  it  will  enter  the 
pores  of  the  filtering  material,  and  the  filter  surface  will  not  become 
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80  quickly  clogged  as  it  will  when  fresh  sew^e,  with  less  finely 
divided  sludge,  is  applied  to  a  filter.  It  was  also  stated  at  ibat  timi 
that  the  organic  matter  decreases  as  the  sewage  iucreases  io  age 
and  that  which  remains  is  more  easily  attacked  by  the  bacteria  alwajj 
present  in  the  filter.  In  the  report  for  1896,  experiments  showio^ 
the  different  work  of  filters  receiving  in  one  case  fresh  and  ia  tbt 
other  stale  sewage  were  given  in  detail,  and  further  discussion  ol 
this  matter  was  given  in  the  report  for  1897. 

The  two  following  tables  show  the  average  analysis  of  fresh  seir- 
age  taken  directly  from  a  manhole  in  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer, 
and  the  average  analysis  of  the  sewage  pumped  at  the  station  aflei 
having  passed  through  a  2.5-inch  pipe  4,300  feet  long  and  reaching 
from  this  manhole  to  the  experiment  station.  The  samples  coUectMl 
directly  from  t^e  sewer  were  all  taken  during  the  forenoon,  when 
the  strongest  sewage  is  running  in  the  sewer,  while  the  samples  col' 
leoted  at  the  station  represent  more  nearly  the  average  of  the  twen^- 
four-hour  flow. 

The  proportion  of  suspended  organic  matter  in  the  two  sewages 
is  not,  however,  fairly  shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia  determi- 
nations, as  this  determination  when  applied  to  the  fresh  LawreoM 
Street  sewage  detects  only  about  25  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter 
in  suspension,  while  when  applied  to  the  stale  station  sewage  it 
detects  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  in  suspension.  That 
is,  in  this  older  sewage  the  organic  matter  is  more  easily  oxiilized 
by  the  alkaline  permanganate  used  in  ttie  process  of  analysis. 
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Septic  Tank  Ststem. 

The  processes  by  which  the  percentage  of  saspeDded  a 
ter  can  be  redooed  are  now  being  taken  ftdrantage  of  by  tiu  ■ 
septic  tank  system  (first  in  operation  in  Exeter,  Eng.),  Ab^ 
featore  of  which  is  an  air-tight  tank  into  which  the  sewage  | 
be  retained  for  a  time  in  order  to  allow  the  bacteria  of  < 
tion,  and  aubaequently  those  of  putre&ction,  to  break  ap  the  o 
matters  into  simpler  forms. 

Daring  the  year  we  have  studied  this  method  with  very  inf 
resalts.     An  air-tight  wooden  tank,  divided  into  two  oompi 
by  a  partition  midway  in  tlie  tank,  has  been  used  as  a  aeptte  I 
The  sewage  flows  into  one  compartment,  and  over  this  [ 
tiie  other,  from  which  it  is  withdrawn  by  means  of  a  fiuio^  ■ 
between  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  aide  of  the  tank.     Thosn 
drawing  out  either  the  sediment  from  the  bottom  of  the  tukl 
fiU  and  &tty  matters  which  accumulate  upon  the  surfiwe  of  ti 
age.     The  sewage  remains  in  the  tank  from  twenty-fimr  tsfl 
six  hours,  and  the  tank  is  always  kept  fiill,  sewage  being  I 
flie  tank  when  any  is  withdrawn,  and  at  the  same  rate. 

The  two  following  tables  give  the  average  analyses  for  tiw\il 
of  the  sewage  that  enters  the  tank  and  the  average  analyses  o 
effluent  from  the  tank :  — 
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Septic  Sewage— Effluent  of  the  SepUc  Tank. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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The  sewage,  when  drawn  from  the  tank,  is  generally  of  an  exceed- 
^ly  offensive  odor  and  darker  colored  than  when  it  enters,  but 
►vays  clearer  than  the  ordinary  sewage.  It  contains  a  compara- 
^ely  small  amount  of  nitrogenous  organic  matter  in  suspension, 
ly  about  22  per  cent,  of  the  organic  nitrogen  in  the  tank  effluent 
ing  in  suspension,  as  compared  with  40  per  cent,  when  the  sewage 
ters  the  tank.  It  is  also  evident  from  inspection  that  this  sus- 
nded  matter  is  much  more  finely  divided  than  that  in  the  fresher 
wage.  The  free  ammonia  is  increased  but  slightly,  owing  to  the 
it  that  the  dissolved  oxygen  primarily  present  in  the  sewage  is 
arly  exhausted  in  the  station  sewage  before  it  enters  the  tank, 
le  total  albuminoid  ammonia  is  decreased  about  48  per  cent,  and 
e  carbonaceous  matters,  indicated  by  the  determination  of  oxygen 
nsumed  from  permanganate,  about  43  per  cent.  No  nitrification, 
course,  takes  place  within  this  tank,  and  we  have  found  that  the 
trifying  and  oxidizing  bacteria — that  is,  those  bacteria  depending 
»on  the  presence  of  oxygen  for  their  life  and  functional  activities 
•  are  destroyed  while  the  sewage  is  passing  through  the  tank, 
le  number  of  organisms  present  in  the  tank  effluent  is  only  about 
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15  per  cent,  of  the  number  in  the  sewage  as  it  enters  the  tank,  u 
determined  by  ordinary  plate  cultures.  The  bacteria  living  throng 
this  period  and  present  in  the  effluent  of  the  tank,  moreover,  an 
almost  all  facultative  bacteria,  that  is,  those  capable  of  living  either 
with  or  without  the  presence  of  oxygen.  A  gi'eater  proportion  of 
the  bacteria  in  the  tank  effluent  are  liquefying  bacteria  than  of  the 
total  number  of  bacteria  in  the  sewage  as  it  enters  the  tank. 

Application  of  Septic  Sewage  to  Filtebs. 

Filter  Xo.  100. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1898,  a  filter  containing  5  feet  in  depth 
of  sand,  with  an  efiiective  size  of  0.26  millimeter,  —  that  is,  a  sand 
very  favorable  for  the  purification  of  sewage  by  intermittent  filtn- 
tion,  —  was  constructed  to  receive  this  septic  sewage.     The  rate  of 
operation  of  this  filter  for  the  first  seven  months  was  100,000  gallon 
per  acre  daily,  and  upon  September  10  the  rate  was  doubled.    1^ 
filter  is  located  within  the  buildings,  and,  although  started  in  mid*  ' 
winter,  was  kept  at  an  average  temperature  for  the  month  of  about 
46  degrees,  as  shown  by  the  temperature  of  the  filter  effluent.     Nitrir 
fication  was  very  slow  in  starting,  however,  much  slower  than  would 
have  been  the  case  with  a  filter  receiving  sewage  in  a  less  advanced 
state  of  putrefaction  than  this  septic  sewage.     During  the  first  month 
of  operation  the  nitrates  did  not  reach  .  10  of  a  part  per  100,000, 
and  not  until  the  middle  of  February  did  they  reach  1.00  part  per 
100,000,  the  free  ammonia  at  this  time  being  3.50  parts.     Since 
that  time,  however,  nitrification  has  been  active  within  the  filter, 
although  not  until  the  19th  of  July  did  the  free  ammonia  in  the  efflu- 
ent become  less  than  1.00  part  per  100,000  and  the  nitrites  lower 
than  .10  of  a  part  per  100,000.     The  albuminoid  ammonia  during 
all  this  period  averaged  more  than  .10  of  a  part,  and  since  the  last 
date  mentioned  (July  19),  while  the  results  have  been  better  than 
those  previously  obtained,  still  the  effluent  of  the  filter  is  always 
somewhat  turbid,  and  generally  decidedly  so,  and  also  has  a  dis- 
agreeable odor.     If  the  ordinary  stale  sewage  pumped  at  the  station 
had  been  applied  at  the  same  rate  to  this  filter  as  the  septic  sewage 
was  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year,  we  should  certainly 
have  obtained  an  effluent  clear,  practically  colorless,  with  little  tur- 
bidity and  without  appreciable  odor.     Owing  to  the  small  amount 
of  organic  matter  in  suspension  in  the  sewage  applied,  the  surface  of 
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liter  has  been  in  good  condition  during  the  year,  and  the  sewage 
passed  below  the  surfiLce  almost  immediately.  The  averse 
ysis  of  the  ediuent  of  this  fitter  for  the  year  was  as  follows :  — 


Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  100. 

[Put!  par  100,000.] 
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he  comparatively  poor  qualitative  results  obtained  by  the  inter- 
ent  filtration  of  this  septic  sewage  through  this  tilter  are  un- 
itedly due  to  a  number  of  difTerent  influences.  The  principal 
is  that,  although  the  nitrifying  bacteria  finally  became  estab- 
id  within  the  filter,  yet  each  application  of  sewage,  as  it  passes 
D,  has  set  free  from  it  the  gases  generated  in  the  septic  tank 
retained  in  .solution  in  the  sewage  until  this  time  ;  and  the  bac- 
il  results  obtained  from  the  septic  tank  make  clear  that  the 
s  in  solution  in  the  septic  sewage  must  be  inimical  to  the  life 
xidizing  bacteria,  or  prevent  them  from  performing  their  usual 
lent  work.  The  gases  and  the  easily  attacked  organic  matter 
le  sewage  also  rapidly  exhaust  the  air  held  in  the  pores  of  the 
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filter.  This  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  filter  effluent  very  seUoa 
contains  any  dissolved  oxygen,  in  distinction  from  the  effluent  rf 
filters  receiving  ordinary  fresh  or  stale  sewage. 


Sludge  in  Tubes, 

It  is  also  probable  that  various  toxins  are  produced  by  the  bi^ 
teria  in  the  tank.  An  experiment  illustrative  of  this  was  madebf 
filling  with  very  strong  sewage  two  glass  tubes  about  5  feet  long 
and  2  inches  in  diameter,  and  allowing  the  tubes  to  stand  for  Ae 
actions  to  occur  in  the  sewage  which  should  result  in  the  diange  of 
the  suspended  matters  into  soluble  forms,  according  to  the  septic 
tank  theory,  one  of  these  tubes  being  open  and  the  other  se&lei 
For  a  few  days  gases  were  generated  in  this  sludge,  bubbles  ptssed 
to  the  top  of  the  tubes  and  more  or  less  movement  of  the  skdgs 
took  place.  Shortly,  however,  the  actions  almost  ceased,  and  sam- 
ples taken  for  bacterial  analysis  showed  an  almost  entire  absenos 
of  bacterial  life  in  the  sewage.  A  very  few  bacteria  developed  upon 
our  culture  plates,  but  forms  may  have  been  present  w^hich  wobH 
only  grow  on  plates  from  which  air  was  entirely  excluded.  TW 
this  was  probably  true  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  after  a  period  of 
stagnation  bacterial  life  again  became  active  in  these  tubes,  and 
gases  —  largely  marsh  gas  —  were  generated,  and  the  sludge  gradn- 
ally  became  ^disintegrated,  helped  in  the  open  tube  by  an  abundant 
growth  of  Pleurococcus.  In  the  septic  tank  the  complete  destruc- 
tion of  aerobic  bacteria  docs  not  occur,  on  account  of  the  daily 
chanire  of  sewao:e. 

Filter  Xo.  103. 

A  second  filter  receiving  this  septic  sewage  is  a  bacterial  filter,  w 
called,  containing  5  feet  in  depth  of  small  pieces  of  coke  of  such 
a  size  that  all  will  pass  through  a  sieve  with  a  quarter-inch  mesh, 
and  but  a  few  of  the  pieces  through  a  sieve  with  an  eighth-inch 
mesh.     The  method  of  operating  this  filter  is  as  follows  :  — 

In  the  morning  the  outlet  is  closed,  and  sewage  is  applied  once 
an  hour  until  the  entire  open  space  of  the  filter  is  filled,  and  the 
sewage  just  covers  its  surface.     Operating  in  this  way  the  filter  is 
filled  in  eight  hours.     The  sewage  is  allowed  to  remain  in  it  tvro 
hours  after  the  last  application,  when  the  outlet  is  opened  and  the 
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filter  allowed  to  drain  very  slowly.  Its  rate  of  operation  for  the 
past  ten  months  has  been  800,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  The  ad- 
vantage of  having  the  filter  of  such  material  as  this,  and  of  operat- 
ing it  in  the  way  mentioned,  is  that,  owing  to  the  coarseness  of  the 
material  and  the  large  open  space,  not  only  is  surface  clogging  pre- 
vented, but  the  entire  depth  of  the  filter  is  brought  into  active  use 
with  the  sewage  applied  each  day.  Another  advantage,  especially 
with  the  septic  sewage,  is  that,  in  passing  rapidly  down  over  the 
coarse  material,  not  only  is  the  sewage  aerated  to  a  certain  extent, 
and  thus  the  foul  gases  removed  from  it,  but  also,  by  the  method  of 
operation,  air  is  introduced  through  the  entire  depth  of  the  filter 
each  day.  During  the  first  three  months  of  operation  of  this  filter 
the  free  ammonia  of  the  applied  sewage  was  reduced  but  little,  while 
the  albuminoid  ammonia  was  reduced  about  70  per  cent.  The  great- 
est reduction,  however,  was  of  the  carbonaceous  matters,  as  shown 
by  the  determination  of  oxygen  consumed. 

Beginning  in  May,  however,  nitrification  became  active  within  the 
filter ;  the  free  ammonia  present  in  the  effluent  was  very  much  re- 
duced compared  with  the  amount  present  in  the  sewage  applied,  the 
albuminoid  ammonia  became  very  much  less,  and  the  effluent  of  the 
filter  comparatively  clear  and  odorless.  In  fact,  for  the  past  seven 
months  this  filter,  although  operating  at  a  rate  many  times  as  great 
as  the  intermittent  filter  just  described,  has  given  a  better  appearing 
effluent  than  the  intermittent  filter,  and  one  which  contains  less 
organic  matter,  as  shown  by  the  analyses,  and  only  about  one-half 
as  many  bacteria.  Even  during  the  pre-nitrification  period  of  this 
filter  the  effluent  was  quite  clear  and  almost  without  odor ;  and  when 
allowed  to  stand  in  bottles  in  the  laboratory  for  months  no  odor 
developed,  showing  that,  without  doubt,  the  organic  matter  still 
present  had  been  so  worked  over  by  the  bacteria  in  the  filter  that 
it  was  not  capable  of  further  putrefaction.  The  results  obtained 
with  this  filter  were  much  better  than  results  at  corresponding  rates 
in  similar  filters  with  fresher  sewage.  These  other  filters  and  their 
results  arc  described  further  on  in  this  report. 

The  following  table  gives  the  average  analysis  for  the  year  of  the 
effluent  of  the  filter  just  described :  — 
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Effluent  of  FUUr  No.  103. 

[Pula  V*T  llW,eM.] 
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.PiV^er  No,  116, 

During  the  last  week  of  September,  1898,  a  third  filter  was  put 
in  operation  to  receive  septic  sewage.  This  filter  contains  5  feet  in 
depth  of  sand  with  ao  effective  size  of  0.17  millimeter.  The  rate 
of  operation  at  first  was  100,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  on 
November  9  this  rate  was  doubled.  Owing  to  the  sand  in  this  filter 
being  finer  than  the  sand  in  Filter  No.  100,  and  the  consequent 
slower  passage  of  the  sewage  through  the  filter,  a  better-strained 
and  better-purified  effluent  has  been  obtained  than  the  efHuent  from 
Filter  No.  100.  This  result  being  aided  also  by  the  slower  passage 
of  the  sewage  into  the  filter,  allowing  an  opportunity  for  the  escape 
of  marsh  gas  before  the  sewage  passes  below  the  surface  of  the  sand. 

The  following  table  presents  the  average  of  the  analyses  :  — 
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Effluent  of  FOUr  No.  110. 

[PaiU  par  IMhOOO.] 


3; 

^?. 

■f 

LcnitUi  nl 

APPI4KUI0I. 

1....U. 

1 

NnuxiKB 

I 

s 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

{ 

..... 

I 

1 

aoa^tna 

i! 

1«.«M 

u 

M 

|V.  .light. 

.» 

a.im 

,J 

g.40 

o.« 

.OOM 

.16 

v.ow 

Ortober.     . 

10(l,-l« 

M 

ea 

Da. 

Non«. 

.OT 

..n« 

.0X80 

0.16 

.»7B 

.ss 

4.600 

173,000 

U 

&I 

Bm. 

KDDt. 

.10 

O.SMfl 

.0302 

B.«T 

3.M 

.MB« 

.M 

1,600 

axi.Boo 

« 

Id 

Wm. 

1  Nod*. 

nr 

D.IU6 

.M§e 

B.12 

3.aj  '.oaio 

:^ 

MT 

Awrmg.. 

lu.aoa 

tn 

61 

lOm. 

2.39 

.0B7< 

S.B1I 

SmfH*  nksd  3  loobM  dMp  eMb  wmI 


Conclusions. 

The  results  obtained  from  these  three  filters  are  very  instructive, 
and  show  that  the  septic-tank  process  for  the  initiation  of  the  puri- 
fication of  sewage  is  one  of  much  interest.  With  intermittent  Filter 
No.  100  as  good  qualitative  results  were  not  obtained  as  would  have 
been  obtained  with  fresher  sewage ;  but  with  the  bacterial  filter  better 
results  were  obtained  than  we  have  ever  been  able  to  achieve  with 
bacterial  filters  receiving  fresher  sewage.  Moreover,  it  was  thought 
probable  that  if  the  sewage,  before  being  applied  to  the  intermitteDt 
sand  filter,  had  been  aerated  in  some  such  manner  as  running  over 
steps  or  being  forced  in  jets  upon  the  filter,  the  gases,  which  have 
evidently  been  detrimental  to  good  results,  would  have  been  re- 
moved, and  better  results  could  have  been  expected.  To  study  if 
this  were  so  or  not,  another  filter  was  put  in  operation  toward  the 
end  of  the  year,  which  is  a  duplicate  in  every  respect  of  Filter  No. 
100,  ejccept  that  the  septic  sewage  is  aerated  before  application  to 
the  filter.  The  results  so  far  obtained  indicate  quite  strongly  that 
the  filter  will  purify  sewage  to  a  greater  degree  than  Filter  No.  100 
and  at  a  much  greater  rate. 

Our  studies  have  also  indicated  that  it  is  probable  that  a  much 
smaller  septic  tank  can  be  used,  in  proportion  to  the  volume  of 
sewage  flowing,  especially  where  this  volume  is  large,  than  has  been 
proposed  abroad,  for  this  reason  :  a  sewage  of  ordinary  age — that 
is,  one  which  has  travelled  for  any  considerable  distance  in  the 
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so  quickly  clogged  as  it  will  when  fresh  sewage,  with  less  finely 
divided  sludge,  is  applied  to  a  filter.  It  was  also  stated  at  that  time 
that  the  organic  matter  decreases  as  the  sewage  increases  is  age, 
and  that  which  remains  is  more  easily  attacked  by  the  bacteria  always 
present  in  the  filter.  In  the  report  for  1896,  experiments  showing 
the  different  work  of  filters  receiving  in  one  case  fresh  and  in  the 
other  stale  sewage  were  given  in  detail,  and  further  discussion  of 
this  matter  was  given  in  the  report  for  1897. 

The  two  following  tables  show  the  average  analysis  of  &esh  sew- 
age taken  directly  from  a  manhole  in  the  Lawrence  Street  sewer, 
and  the  average  analysis  of  the  sewage  pumped  at  the  station  after 
having  passed  through  a  2,5-inch  pipe  4,300  feet  long  and  reaching 
from  this  manhole  to  the  experiment  station.  The  samples  collected 
directly  from  the  sewer  were  all  taken  during  the  forenoon,  when 
the  strongest  sewage  is  running  in  the  sewer,  while  the  samples  col- 
lected at  the  station  represent  more  nearly  the  averse  of  the  twenty- 
four-hour  flow. 

The  proportion  of  suspended  organic  matter  in  the  two  sewages  ' 
is  not,  however,  fairly  shown  by  the  albuminoid  ammonia  determi- 
nations, as  this  determination  when  applied  to  the  fresh  Lawrence 
Street  sewage  detects  only  ahimt  25  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter 
in  suspension,  while  when  applied  to  the  stale  station  sewage  it 
detects  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  organic  matter  in  suspension.  That 
is,  in  this  older  sewage  the  organic  matter  is  more  easily  oxidized 
by  the  alkaline  permanganate  used  in  the  process  of  analysis. 


Monthly  Average  of  Anatyaet  of  Sewage  from  Ike  Lawrence  Street  Sewer. 
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Monthly  Avtrages  of  Analyaa  of  Regular  Sewage 

[PuU  par  lOO.OW.] 
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the  strainer  per  1,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  strained  can  be  effected 
by  the  use  of  coke  somewhat  coarser  than  coke  breeze. 

The  second  filter  to  receive  this  strained  sewage  was  Filter  No. 
65,  constructed  Jan.  4,  1896.  This  filter  contained,  over  the  usiud 
gravel  underdrains,  5  feet  in  depth  of  coke  breeze.  The  average 
rate  of  filtration  during  1896  was  290,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
During  1897  the  average  rate  was  311,000  gallons  per  acre  daily, 
and  during  1898  the  average  rate  was  509,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily.  During  the  entire  period  of  operation  of  this  filter  it  pro- 
duced a  fairly  well  purified  effluent.  It  was  operated  without  diffi- 
culty at  the  rates  given  for  over  two  years.  During  1898  surfieuK 
clogging  occurred,  and  on  March  25,  2  inches  of  coke  was  scraped 
from  its  surface  and  the  filter  was  dug  over  to  a  depth  of  6  inches; 
and  on  April  13,  6  inches  in  depth  of  coke  was  taken  from  the 
surface  of  the  filter,  but  the  remaining  depth  of  filtering  material 
was  in  good  condition.  The  filter  was  put  out  of  operation  at  the 
end  of  September,  1898. 

The  four  tables  beyond  show  the  average  analysis  of  (1)  the  sew- 
age applied  to  the  strainer,  (2)  the  effluent  from  the  strainer,  (3) 
the  effluent  of  the  sand  Filter  No.  14  A,  and  (4)  the  effluent  of  the 
coke  Filter  No.  65. 

Sewage  applied  to  the  Coke  Strainer, 
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Ml/  Averages  of  Analyie*  of  Sewage  ttrained  through  Coke  for  FiUer  So.  J 
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Straining  Sewage  through  Coal. 
During  the  past  four  months,  an  experiment  has  been  carried  on 
upon  the  result  that  can  be  obtained  in  removing  sludge  from  sewage 
by  passing  the  sewage  through  a  layer  of  soft  coal  at  the  same  rate 
at  which  we  have  passed  it  through  coke,  and  the  results  hare  been 
as  follows :  — 

Effluent  of  Coal  Strainer. 

[PurH  per  100.000.] 
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Bactekial  Filters. 
The  so-called  l)acterial  filters  are  always  constructed  of  eoara 
material  and  the  entire  depth  of  the  filter  is  brought  into  contact 
with  the  sewage  applied  each  day. 
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Seven  bacterial  filters  have  been  in  operation  during  the  year, 
amely,  Filters  Nos.  81,  82,  103,  104,  105,  107  and  108.  Filter 
To.  103  has  been  described  in  connection  with  the  discussion  upon 
eptic  sewage.  All  the  bacterial  filters  have  been  operated  in  a  man- 
or approximating  that  followed  with  Filter  No.  103  previously 
escribed,  but  the  others  have  received  the  ordinary  station  sewage 
nstead  of  the  septic  sewage.  It  is  evident,  of  course,  that  in  order 
o  operate  a  filter  in  the  manner  in  which  the  bacterial  filters  are 
►perated  the  filtering  material  must  be  of  so  coarse  a  nature  that  the 
►pen  space  between  the  particles  will  be  large  enough  for  the  sewage 
o  pass,  with  a  measurable  degree  of  readiness,  from  the  top  to  the 
>ottom  of  the  filter  within  a  short  time.  With  filters  of  fine  sand, 
ipon  which  the  sewage  remains  for  a  number  of  hours,  and  at  best 
►nly  passes  a  few  inches  below  the  surface  in  the  course  of  a  day, 
he  method  successful  in  operating  the  coarser  filters  could  not  be 
ollowed.  The  fact  that  these  bacterial  filters  are  constructed  of 
loarse  material  prevents  the  formation  of  a  scum  of  organic  matter 
)n  the  surface  of  the  filter,  as  sometimes  occurs  with  a  filter  of  finer 
naterial,  and  which  results  in  excluding  air  and  preventing  the  sew- 
Lge  from  passing  below  the  surface.  Also,  on  account  of  the  coarse- 
less  of  the  material,  clogging  cannot  easily  occur  by  the  closing 
ip  of  the  pores  within  the  filter  with  organic  matter.  With  the 
naterials  used  of  late,  such  as  cinders  and  coke,  the  open  space 
tpproximates  55  per  cent,  of  the  total  volume  of  the  filter ;  whereas 
n  the  ordinary  intermittent  sand  filter,  the  open  space  is  usually 
rom  35  to  40  per  cent,  of  the  total  volume  of  the  filter.  In  the 
liter  of  coarse  material,  moreover,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  much 
imaller  number  of  particles  is  necessary  to  fill  a  given  volume,  each 
livision  of  the  open  space  is  much  larger  than  these  divisions  when 
nnumerable  small  particles  like  sand  grains  form  the  body  of  the 
liter. 

Rates  of  Operation  of  Bacterial  Filters. 

In  stating  the  rates  of  operation  of  bacterial  filters,  we  have  fol- 
owed  the  usual  rule  of  calculating  the  rates  by  the  surface  area  to 
vhich  a  given  volume  of  sewage  is  applied.  This  is,  perhaps,  not 
he  best  method  to  be  follow^ed  with  filters  operated  in  this  way,  as 
he  rate  really  increases  with  the  depth  of  the  filter ;  and  a  filter  2 
eet  in  depth,  if  receiving  two-thirds  tlie  volume  of  sewage  applied 
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to  one  of  the  same  area  3  feet  in  depth,  is  being  operated  at  an  eqnil 
rate  with  the  latter,  when  the  actual  volume  of  filtering  material  18 
taken  into  consideration. 


Filter  No.  81. 

This  filter,  of  ashes  and  cinders,  was  first  put  in  operation  during 
1897,  and  had  applied  to  it  during  that  year,  at  the  rate  of  880,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  sewage  which  had  first  been  strained  throu^ 
a  layer  of  coke  at  the  rate  of  1,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Good 
results  were  obtained  during  this  first  year  of  operation,  considering 
the  rate  of  filtration,  and  nitrification  was  active  within  the  filter,  the 
average  amount  of  nitrates  present  in  the  effluent  during  the  year 
being  1.39  parts.  The  same  rate  of  filtration  was  continued  during 
the  first  part  of  1898^  but  it  had  to  be  gradually  decreased,  owing 
to  the  fiskct  that  the  pores  of  the  filter  were  becoming  filled  and  clogged 
with  organic  matter  removed  from  the  sewage,  this  organic  matter 
evidently  accumulating  faster  than  the  filter  was  able  to  take  care 
of  it.  The  nitrates  in  the  effluent  became  less,  until  in  April  nitri- 
fication practically  ceased,  and  a  reducing  action  took  place  in  tiie 
filter ;  and  as  a  result,  the  effluent  was  highly  colored  with  iron ;  that 
is  to  say,  this  bacterial  filter,  operated  at  the  rate  named  and  without 
rest  for  a  period  of  sixteen  months,  reached  such  a  condition  that  a 
period  of  rest,  or  some  other  method  of  removing  clogging,  was 
necessary.  The  filter  was  allowed  to  rest  for  two  weeks  in  May,  and 
air  was  drawn  through  it  constantly  during  this  time.  It  was  then 
put  into  operation  again  at  the  same  rate  as  previously  followed.  At 
first,  good  nitrification  took  place,  but  in  a  few  days  the  filter  became 
clogged  again,  and  the  reducing  action  was  again  apparent,  showing 
that  the  period  of  rest  had  not  been  sufficient  for  the  removal  of 
much  of  the  clogging  material.  During  June  it  was  still  kept  in 
operation,  but  the  effluent  was  always  colored  with  iron,  and  nitrifi- 
cation had  practically  ceased.  During  July  a  period  of  rest  was 
again  allowed  the  filter,  and,  following  this,  better  results  were 
obtained  for  a  short  time ;  but  as  they  did  not  continue,  the  filter 
remained  out  of  operation  during  a  large  part  of  the  month  of 
August ;  and  in  September  the  results  were  still  so  poor  that  the 
filter  was  discontinued.  This  experiment  made  it  evident  that,  with 
the  material  in  the  filter  and  the  percentage  of  open  space,  the  rate 
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maintained  waa  too  great,  and  the  filter  bad  become  so  badly  clogged 
that  it  could  not,  by  any  process  tried,  be  again  restored  to  a  con- 
dition for  suitable  purification  to  take  place  within  it ;  that  is,  within 
a  reasonable  period  of  time. 

The  following  table  presents  the  average  analyses  of  the  effluent 
of  this  filter :  — 
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This  is  a  bacterial  filter  containing  5  feet  in  depth  of  cinders.  The 
sewage  applied  has  not  been  treated  in  any  way,  and  goes  to  the 
surface  of  the  filter  in  the  following  manner :  across  the  filter,  and 
about  10  inches  above  its  surface,  an  iron  pipe  ia  placed,  with  small 
orifices  extending  along  its  lower  half.  The  pipe  is  parallel  to  the 
surface.  The  sewage  is  pumped  to  a  tank  above  the  filter,  to  which 
the  delivery  pipe  is  attached,  and,  when  the  gate  is  opened,  the 
pressure  causes  the  sewage  to  rush  from  the  pipe  in  a  number  of 
streams.  By  this  means  air  is  introduced  into  the  sewage.  This 
filter  was  put  in  operation  in  April,  1897,  and  the  results  for  1898 
are  given  below :  — 
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Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  82. 
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Filters  Nos.  107  and  108. 
Filter  No.  107  contains  24  inches  in  depth  of  cinders,  and  Filter 
No.  108  contains  24  inches  in  depth  of  coke.  The  cinder  filter  iion- 
tains  61  per  cent,  of  open  space  and  the  coke  filter  51  per  cent. 
They  have  been  operated  as  bacterial  filters,  and  Filter  No.  108  has 
received  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  107.  Kegular  station  sewage  has 
been  applied  to  them,  and  they  are  operated  for  six  weeks  and  then 
allowed  to  rest  for  one  week.  By  this  method  of  procedure,  if  the 
filters  were  in  sets  of  seven,  six  would  be  operating  at  all  times,  and 
the  working  capacity  of  such  a  plant  would  l>e  six-sevenths  of  its 
apparent  capacity.  Operating  in  this  way  the  filters  have  kept  in 
good  condition,  and  no  clogging  is  yet  apparent.  The  average  rate 
of  operation  of  Filter  No.  107  has  been  685,000  gallons  per  acre 
daily.  Filter  No.  108,  which  has  received  the  entire  effluent  of 
Filter  No.  107,  but  has  a  larger  surface  area,  has  been  oiwrated  at 
the  rate  of  565,000  gallons  per  acre  daily  ;  but,  owing  to  the  small 
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open  space  of  this  coke  filter,  this  Tolatue  has  filled  the  filter  to  its 
Bur&ce.  The  average  analyses  of  the  effluents  of  the  two  filters 
are  here  given  :  — 

affluent  of  FUUr  No.  107. 

[Firu  poi  100,000.] 
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Effluent  of  Fitler  So.  108. 

[Part*  par  lOO.DOO.] 
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Eftectt  op  the  Nature  op  FrLTEKma  Materul  upon  Results 

OBTAINED  BY   BACTERIAL  FILTERS. 

Filters  m>8.  104  and  105. 
In  order  to  study  the  different  action  of  rough  and  smooth 
materials,  these  two  filters  were  started;  Filter  No.  104  containing 
5  feet  iu  depth  of  small  pieces  of  coke,  and  Filter  No.  105  con- 
taining the  same  depth  of  glass  beads.  The  open  space  of  each 
filter  was  approximately  50  per  cent.,  and  hence  they  were  oper- 
ated at  the  same  rates,  as  it  took  the  same  volume  of  sewage  to 
fill  tiie  open  space  in  each.  These  filters  have  been  in  operation 
nine  months  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the  effluent  of  Filt«r  No. 
104  has  been  much  better  purified  than  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  105^ 
as  shown  by  the  following  tables  :  — 


Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  104. 

(FBrta  pu  100,000.] 
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Effiuerd  of  FUter  No.  105. 

[PirU  par  lOO.OM.] 
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study  of  the  tables  show  that  the  coke  filter  gave  an  effluent 
1  only  one-half  as  much  color  as  the  bead  filter,  less  than  one- 

as  much  free  ammonia,  practically  one-half  as  much  albuminoid 
lonia,  twice  as  much  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrates,  less  than 
•half  as  much  organic  matter  determined  as  oxygen  consumed, 
also  less  than  half  the  number  of  bacteria  found  in  the  effluent 
■"liter  No.  105.  The  better  purification  obtained  by  the  coke 
r  was  due  undoubtedly  to  the  rough  surface  of  the  coke,  by  means 
vhich  it  not  only  holds  more  air  than  can  the  glass  beads,  but 

retards  the  flow  of  sewage,  so  that  it  is  a  greater  time  passing 
Ti  over  the  coke  than  over  the  beads,  and  the  matters  in  suspen- 

are  undoubtedly  held  back  more  efficiently  than  by  the  smoother 
s  beads.  The  results  from  these  two  filters  indicate  that,  in 
)ral,  a  rough  material  is  of  great  advantage  in  filters  operated 
re  these  so-dalled  bacterial  filters. 
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Action  of  Iron  in  Filters. 
FUters  ^Vo«.  88  and  96. 
In  July,  1898,  a  filter  was  put  in  operation  containiog  5  feet  m 
depth  of  a  mixture  of  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter 
and  iron  filings,  the  proportion  l}eing  one  part  by  Tolume  of  iron  to 
two  parts  of  sand.  During  the  year  1898  this  filter  has  been  operated 
at  a  rate  of  115,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  has  produced  an  efflu- 
ent containing  the  smallest  amount  of  nitrogen,  determined  as  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  and  of  carbon,  as  shown  by  the  determination 
of  oxygen  consumed,  of  any  filter  at  the  station.  Even  Filter  No. 
4,  of  fine  river  silt  (see  page  479),  and  operating  at  only  one-siztb 
the  rate  of  Filter  No,  88,  has  not  given  so  pure  an  effluent  as  &ris 
these  two  bodies  are  concerned.  The  average  analysis  of  the  effluent 
is  as  follows  :  — 

Effiutm  of  Fitter  No.  38. 

[Part!  p«r  IW.ODO.] 
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An  examination  of  this  table  shows  that  the  effluent  has  contained 
more  free  ummonia  than  we  should  expect,  considering  the  low  albu- 
minoid ammonia,  and  also  more  color.     The  color,  however,  y*^ 
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largely  due  to  iron.  The  free  ammonia  was  also  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  action  of  the  iron.  It  is  probable  that  in  the  filter  the  organic 
matter  is  l)eing  acted  upon,  not  only  by  the  oxidizing  and  nitrifying 
actions  common  to  intetmittent  sand  filters,  but  also  that  the  iron 
acts  directly  as  a  carrier  of  oxygen  to  oxidize  organic  matter.  Be- 
sides, it  reduces,  to  some  extent,  the  nitrates  constantly  forming, 
and  changes  a  portion  back  to  free  ammonia.  It  was  thought  prob- 
able also  that  nitrogen  gas  was  liberated  by  the  action  of  the  iron, 
and,  to  prove  this,  a  weak  ammonia  solution  of  known  strength  was 
run  through  iron  filings,  with  the  result  that,  after  passing  quickly 
through  40  inches  in  depth  of  these  filings,  the  ammonia,  determined 
in  the  usual  way,  was  reduced  33  per  cent.  This  experiment  was 
repeated  several  times. 

Filtei^  m.  96. 

Filter  No.  96,  containing  4%  feet  in  depth  of  iron  filings,  was 
put  in  operation  in  December,  1897,  and  was  operated  at  the  rate  of 
100,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  It  was  operated  for  five  months, 
and  produced  an  effluent  the  average  analysis  of  which  was  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Effluent  of  Filter  No.  96. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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This  filter  and  its  results  further  illustrate  the  purification  methods 
shown  by  Filter  No.  88,  as  here  we  obtained  a  good  appearing  efflu- 
ent, with  much  less  free  ammonia  than  in  the  applied  sewage,  and 
not  more  than  one-eighth  as  much  albuminoid  ammonia,  and  the 
effluent  contained  practically  no  nitrates.  This  shows  that,  if  nitrates 
were  formed  near  the  surface  of  the  filter,  they  were  reduced  before 
the  effluent  reached  the  outlet ;  and,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  efflu- 
ent contained  less  free  ammonia  than  the  applied  sewage,  consider- 
able free  nitrogen  must  have  passed  into  the  air.  Aft;er  being  in 
operation  for  five  months,  the  iron  filings  in  this  filter  were  used  in 
a  large  filter  of  the  same  nature,  which  has  continued  in  operation 
up  to  the  present  time  with  similar  results,  except  that,  from  the 
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beginning  of  operation  of  this  second  filter,  more  iron  has  appeared 
in  the  effluent,  owing  probably  to  iron  or  steel  of  a  somewhat  differ- 
ent nature  in  this  filter  than  in  the  first  filter. 


Purification  of  Wool  Liquor. 

Filter  No.  70,  containing  4%  feet  in  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective 
size  of  0.23  millimeter,  was  put  in  operation  in  June,*  1896,  and 
during  the  first  three  months  of  1898  was  operated  at  a  rate  of 
400,000  gallons  per  acre  daily ;  the  sewage  applied  being,  as  in 
previous  years,  a  mixture  of  station  sewage  and  rinse  liquor  from  a 
wool-washing  estabUshment,  the  mixture  being  in  the  proportion  of 
four  parts  of  the  wool  liquor  to  one  part  sewage.  The  average 
analysis  of  this  mixture  was  as  follows  :  — 

Sewage  applied  to  Filler  No.  70  during  January ,  February  and  March, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Operating  at  the  rate  stated,  good  results  were  obtained.  The 
effluent  of  the  filter  was  low  in  color,  and  contained  very  little  un- 
oxidized  organic  matter,  and  nitrification  was  active,  as  shown  by 
the  following  average  :  — 

Effluent  of  Filter  No.  70  during  January ,  February  and  March. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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During  April  the  sewage  applied  was  changed  to  a  mixture  of  the 
strong  scouring  liquor,  from  the  same  wool  plant,  and  city  sewage ; 
the  proportion  being  one  part  of  the  wool  liquor  to  seventeen  parts 
sewage,  and  the  rate  of  operation  being  55,600  gallons  per  acre 
daily.     The  average  analysis  of  the  mixture  during  the  next  four 
months  was  as  follows  :  — 
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Sewage  applied  to  Filter  No.  70  during  April,  May,  June  and  July. 

[ParU  par  100,000.] 
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Operating  in  this  way,  the  filter,  while  producing  a  clear  and 
almost  odorless  effluent,  gave  one  very  high  in  unoxidized  organic 
matter  and  with  low  nitrates,  the  analysis  of  which  was  as  follows  :  — 

Effluent  of  Filter  No,  70  during  Aprils  May^  June  and  July, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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During  this  second  period,  a  sand  filter,  containing  the  same  depth 
and  grade  of  sand  as  Filter  No.  70,  was  in  operation,  receiving  the 
same  mixture  and  at  the  same  rate,  namely,  55,600  gallons  per  acre 
daily,  but  before  the  mixture  was  applied  to  this  filter  it  was  allowed 
to  stand  in  an  air-tight  vessel  for  forty-eight  hours,  for  the  same  bac- 
terial actions  to  take  place  as  occur  in  the  septic  tank.  Treated 
in  this  way  the  bacteria  evidently  changed  the  composition  of  the 
mixture,  as  the  effluent  of  the  filter  was  of  a  very  much  better  char- 
acter than  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  70.  The  average  analysis  of 
the  effluent  of  this  filter  was  as  follows  :  — 

Effluent  of  FilUr  No.  112, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Beginning  in  September,  the  wool  liquor  which  was  mixed  with 
the  sewage  was  obtained  from  the  Bigelow  Carpet  Mills  in  Clinton, 
as  this  liquor  will  probably  have  to  be  disposed  of  upon  the  filtra- 
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tion  area  of  the  Clinton  sewerage  system.  The  average  analysis  of 
the  samples  collected  from  this  mill  during  the  last  three  montlis 
of  the  year  being  as  follows  :  — 

Analysis  of  Waste  jrom  Carpel  Mills, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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The  two  filters  (Nos.  70  and  112)  have  been  kept  in  operation  in 
the  same  manner  as  during  the  four  preceding  months,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  wool  liquor  to  sewage  has  been  the  same,  the  average 
analysis  of  the  mixture  of  sewage  and  wool  liquor  for  the  past  four 
months  being  as  follows  :  — 

Sewage  applied  to  Filters  Nos,  70  and  112  during  September^  October^  November 

and  December, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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It  has  been  found  that  the  wool  liquor  from  this  carpet  factory  is 
more  easily  purified  than  that  from  the  Lawrence  mill  as  both  filters 
during  this  third  period  have  given  effluents  of  a  satisfactory  quality. 
The  one  receiving  the  sewage  which  has  been  allowed  to  stand  before 
being  applied  to  the  filter,  has  however  given  rather  the  better  eftlu- 
ent.     The  average  analyses  of  the  effluents  arc  as  follows  :  — 

Effluent  of  Fillers  Nos,  70  and  112  during  September^  October^  November  and 

December, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 
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Tannery  Sewage. 
t  Tannery  No.  2,  the  sand  filter  containing  4  feet  in  depth  of 
I  of  an  effective  size  of  0.15  millimeter,  which  was  first  put  in 
ation  during  September,  1895,  ceased  to  be  operated  in  Septem- 
1898.  At  this  time  the  sand  of  the  filter  was  in  good  condition, 
filter  was  working  satisfactorily,  and  evidently  could  continue 
.0  80  indefinitely.  The  sewage,  during  a  portion  of  the  year, 
allowed  to  stand  a  number  of  hours  for  suspended  matter  to 
le,  and  then  the  supernatant  liquid  applied  to  the  filter.  The 
of  operation  during  1898  was  25,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and 
average  analyses  of  the  sewage  applied  to  the  filter  and  the  efflu- 
from  the  filter  for  the  year  are  as  follows :  — 

Tamury  Sewage  c^lied  to  Sand  FUUr. 
tPwu  p«r  100,000.] 
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EffiuetU  of  Sand  Fitter. 

[PuU  par  100.000,] 
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Coke  Strainek  beceiviho  Tanneby  Sewage. 
The  coke  strainer  at  this  tannery  was  continued  in  operstioD  dor- 
ing  the  first  nine  moDths  of  the  year  at  a  rate  of  approximate!; 
250,000  galloDS  per  acre  daily.  It  was  t>e1ieved,  when  the  strainer 
was  first  started,  that  this  rate  would  necessitate  sur&ce  scraping, 
and  that  the  coke  and  sludge  removed  could  be  disposed  of  by  bnm- 
ing.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  during  the  entire  operation  of  this  strainer, 
a  peiiod  of  nearly  two  years,  no  coke  or  sludge  has  been  removed 
from  it,  a  large  proportion  of  the  sludge  in  the  sewage  of  this  tan- 
nery being  of  so  unstable  a  character  that,  with  the  access  of  air  to 
the  filter's  surface,  it  dries  up  and  decreases  in  bulk  very  laigel;. 
Owing  to  the  situation  of  the  strainer  in  a  low  place,  a  good  deal 
of  rain  water  collected  in  the  tannery  yard  has  run  upon  its  sur&ce, 
especially  as  the  past  year  has  been  a  very  wet  one ;  and  this  bu, 
of  course,  diluted  to  a  considerable  extent  the  sewage  actually  ip* 
.  plied,  as  shown  by  the  smaller  amount  of  chlorine  in  the  efflneot  of 
the  filter  in  the  following  tables  of  average  analyses  :  — 


Tannen/  Sewage  applied  A>  Goke  Strainer. 

[Pula  par  100,000.] 
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Effluent  of  Coke  Strainer. 

[PmrU  pai  1I»,000.] 
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.1  the  sewage  applied  to  the  sand  filter  and  the  coko  strainer  baa 
highly  colored,  either  brown,  red  or  yellow,  according  to  the 
re  of  the  work  being  carried  on  in  the  tannery,  making  it  im- 
ible  to  determine  the  color  by  our  color  standard.  The  effluent 
lie  sand  filter,  however,  has  always  been  easily  read,  being 
-iably  of  a  yellow  tint,  and  with  a  color  no  gieater  than  that 
>me  of  the  highly  colored  water  supplies  of  the  State.  Gener- 
also,  the  color  of  the  etHuent  of  the  coke  strainer  could  easily 
!ad  by  our  color  standard. 


AVastf,  Liquor  fiiom  a  Paper  Mill. 
iring  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  a  cinder  strainer  one  foot 
eptli  was  kept  in  operation  at  Paper  Mill  Xo.  1,  receiving,  at 
rate  of  400,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  a  mixture  of  all  the 
c  litjuors  produced  at  tliLs  mill.  This  waste  liquor  was  almost 
ys  colored  black,  red  or  otherwise,  according  to  the  work  being 
ed  on  in  the  mill,  and  could  not,  of  coiirse,  be  read  upon  our 
-  standards.  The  effluent  of  the  strainer,  however,  has  alwaj's 
of  good  appearance,  of  rather  low  color  and  easily  read  upon 
standard.      Tlie   percentage   of   puritication   ejected   has  been 
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high,  and  especially  of  the  carbonaceous  matters,  as  shown  by  the 
determinations  of  oxygen  consumed.  The  average  analyses  of  the 
liquor  applied  to  and  the  effluent  from  this  filter  are  as  follows :  — 


Paper  Mill  Liquor, 

[Parts  per  100»000.] 
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Effluent  of  Filler  al  Paper  Mill 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Purification  of  Creamery  AVaste. 

An  experiment  has  been  made  during  the  year  upon  methods  of 
purifying  the  wastes  from  creameries,  this  waste  consisting  largely 
of  water  which  has  been  used  in  washing  out  cans,  churns  and  other 
apparatus,  together  with  the  milk  washed  from  these  cans.  Owing 
to  the  composition  of  milk,  this  waste,  even  when  containing  but  a 
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Tery  slight  proportion  of  milk  compared  with  the  amount  of  water 
used  in  washing  the  cans,  etc.,  shows  upon  analysis  a  very  large 
amount  of  nitrogen  and  carbon,  as  determined  in  the  form  of  albu- 
minoid ammonia  and  the  amount  of  oxygen  consumed  from  perman- 
ganate. A  sample  of  waste  from  a  creamery  at  Uxbridge,  supposed 
to  be  representative  of  the  strongest  waste  liquor  from  that  place, 
Tvas  collected  upon  April  8,  1898,  and  analyzed  with  the  following 
result :  — 

Creamery  Waste, 

[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 


Solids. 

Ammonia. 

Lou  on 
Ignition. 

Fixed. 

Free. 

▲LBUMIVOID. 

Oxygen 

ToUL 

ToUU. 

In 
Solution. 

In 
Snapenikm. 

Conramed. 

146.00 

180.70 

14.80 

.2120 

4.02 

.72 

8.00 

61  .SO 

Owing  to  the  diflSculty  with  which  samples  representing  the  entire 
wastes  from  the  creamery  could  be  obtained,  it  was  thought  that 
mixtures  of  milk  and  water  in  different  proportions  could  be  made 
at  the  experiment  station,  and  investigations  made  upon  the  purifi- 
cation of  these  mixtures,  the  results  from  which  would  be  comparable 
with  the  results  obtained  if  wastes  taken  directly  from  the  creamery 
were  used.     The  first  experiment  was  as  follows :  — 

A  filter  was  put  in  operation  containing  4  feet  of  clean  sand  with 
an  eflfective  size  of  0.23  millimeter.  This  filter  was  stai-ted  April 
11,  1898,  and  at  first  it  received  a  mixture  containing  equal  propor- 
tions of  skimmed  milk  and  water,  at  the  rate  of  200,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily.     The  analysis  of  this  mixture  was  as  follows  :  — 


Applied  Liquor, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


' — -  — 

Ammoxia. 

Oxygen  Coninmed. 

Free. 

i 
Albnmlnoid. 

BActnte  per 
Cnblo  Centlineler. 

6.00 

• 

M.OO 

750.00 

88,000,000 

Owing  to  the  strength  of  this  mixture,  as  shown  by  the  analysis, 
it  was  applied  for  only  two  days,  and  on  the  third  day  of  operation 
of  the  filter  the  rate  was  reduced  to  100,000  gallons  per  acre  daily, 
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and  the  liquor  applied  contained  one-third  skimmed  milk  to  two* 
thirds  water.  This  mixture  and  the  rate  of  application  clogged  tb^ 
filter  badly,  and  on  April  22,  two  inches  of  curd  were  removed  frocx::! 
the  surface  of  the  filter,  and  the  surface  dug  over  to  the  depth  of  ^5 
inches.  Following  this,  tlie  liquid  applied  to  the  filter  containecS. 
only  one-thirty-fifth  as  much  milk  as  water.  The  analysis  of  thi  ^ 
liquid  was  as  follows  :  — 

Applied  Liquor, 

[Parts  p«r  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Oxygen  Consamed. 

Frw. 

Albuminoid. 

Bacteria  per 
CoMe  CentiiiMttt. 

1.05 

m    cm 
1  .Ol 

42.60 

16,000,000 

The  amount  of  ammonia  found  in  the  mixtures  of  milk  and  water, 
and  also  the  amount  of  oxygen  consumed  from  permanganate,  varied 
very  much  with  different  samples  of  milk  and  different  age  of  the 
same  sample.    Up  to  this  time,  April  22,  the  skimmed  milk  used  was 
generally,  but  not  always,  sour  when  applied  to  the  filter,  and  the 
reaction  of  both  the  liquor  applied  to  and  the  effluent  from  the  filter 
was  acid.     No  nitrification  took  place  in  the  filter  during  this  period, 
and  the  average  analysis  of  the  effluent  for  the  two  months  of  April 
and  May  was  as  follows  :  — 

Effluent. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


MOMH. 


Ammonia. 


NiTROCKX  AS 


Free. 


Albuminoid.       Nitrates,    i     Nitrites. 


I; 


April, 
May, 


5.20 
15.23 


18.50 
2.72 


.00 
.00 


.0080 
.0040 


Oxygen 
i;  Consumed. 


217.00 
5.83 


Bacteria 

per  Cubic 

Centlmettf. 


28,000,000 
86,000.000 


The  irrotitcr  amount  of  or<zanic  matter  in  the  eftiucnt  during  April 
was  partly  due  to  th(^  cxccsssive  stren*rth  of  the  li(|uor  ap|)lied  dur- 
ing the  first  tew  days  of  o})eration  of  the  filter.  As  stilted  above, 
up  to  this  date  the  skimmed  milk  mixed  with  the  water  and  ap- 
plied to  the  filter  was  irenerally  sour,  but  beginning  June  1,  the 
milk  applied  was  sweet  at  the  time  of  api)lication  to  the  filter  on 
at  least  half  the  days,  and  when  sour  milk  of  lime  was  added  in 
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varying  amounts  of  from  1  to  13  grains  per  gallon,  enough  being 
added  each  time  to  make  this  liquor  slightly  alkaline.  The  effluent 
of  the  filter  did  not  improve,  however,  and  continued  to  have  a 
strong  odor  of  sour  milk  and  an  acid  reaction.  Hence,  for  two 
weeks,  from  June  12  to  25  inclusive,  the  filter  was  flooded  daily 
with  water  alone,  the  rate  l)eing  the  same  as  when  the  mixture  of 
milk  and  water  was  applied.  At  the  end  of  this  period  the  filter 
was  in  good  condition,  and  upon  June  27  the  regular  flooding  of 
the  filter  with  the  mixed  liquor  was  again  begun.  The  effluent  of 
the  filter  improved  slightly  from  this  time,  and  during  July  nitrifica- 
tion was  at  times  active  in  the  filter,  while  at  other  times  during 
the  month  the  effluent  contained  practically  no  nitrates.  The  aver- 
age analysis  of  the  effluent  for  the  month  was  as  follows :  — 


Effluent. 

[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

NlTHOOBK  A8 

Oxygen 
Contained. 

Free. 

1 
Albnminoid. 

Nitrates. 

Nltrttei. 

Baeteriaper 
Cabio  Centimeter. 

3.10 

.31 

1.00 

.0660 

.82 

1,026,000 

Nitrification  was  active  in  the  filter  during  the  first  three  weeks 
of  August,  but  the  effluent  contained  no  nitrates  during  the  last 
week  of  the  month.  During  September  poor  results  were  still 
obtained,  and  on  October  12  the  strength  of  the  liquid  applied  was 
still  further  reduced,  so  that  it  contained  less  than  1  per  cent,  of 
milk.  The  analysis  of  this  liquid,  which  was  applied  during  the 
remainder  of  this  month  and  up  to  December  7,  was  as  follows :  — 


Applied  Liquor. 

[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Free. 

Albuminoid. 

Oxygen  Oonsnmed. 

.12 

1.88 

8.66 

During  the  first  of  November  nitrification  again  became  fairly 
active  in  the  filter,  the  average  analysis  of  the  effluent  for  this 
month  and  for  the  first  week  in  December  being  as  follows :  — 
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Effluent 

[PmtU  pw  100,000.] 


Ammovia. 

NlTBOaSK  AB 

Oxjfen 

Baelcfli 

Month. 

xrsc* 

Albuminoid. 

1 

NItnUM. 

Nttritei. 

perCiMe 
C!«ntlBMl«. 

Noramtwr, 
I>«eemb«r, 

.82 
.81 

.1100 
.0780 

l.U 
1.40 

.0627 
.0800 

.62 
.88 

VOJM 
128,000 

As  stated  before,  the  odor  of  the  effluent  during  the  first  months 
of  operation  of  the  filter  was  very  strong  and  decidedly  that  of 
sour  milk.  This  odor  continued  strong  until  the  end  of  October. 
During  November,  when  nitrification  became  fairly  constant  in  the 
filter,  the  odor  of  the  effluent  became  much  less,  and  with  the  advent 
of  colder  weather  in  December,  still  less  noticeable,  and  during 
the  first  three  months  of  1899  the  effluent  has  been  clear,  practically 
colorless  and  without  a  distinguishing  odor. 

Upon  December  7  the  rate  of  operation  of  the  filter  was  reduced 
to  50,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  the  projwrtionate  mixture  of  milk 
and  water  being  the  same  as  from  October  12.  The  average  analysis 
of  the  liquor  applied  during  the  last  three  weeks  of  December  and 
the  fii*st  week  of  Januaiy,  1899,  was  as  follows :  — 


Applied  Liquor. 

[PftrU  per  100,000.] 


AmcoMU. 

Free. 

Albuminoid. 

OzTgen  Coninmed. 

.10 

2.25 

0.16 

The  average  analysis  of  the  effluent  of  the  filter  during  the  last 
three  weeks  of  December  and  the  first  week  of  January  was  as 

follows :  — 

Effluent, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Ammokia. 

NiTBOOBV  AB 

Oxygen 
Consumed. 

Free.           j     Albuminoid. 

Nitrates. 

'      Nitrites. 

Bacteria  p«r 
Cubic  CenttBSW- 

.80 

.0750 

2.70 

.0500 

.38 

n,ooo 
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Jpon  January  7  the  strength  of  the  applied  liquor  was  practically 
ibled,  but  the  rate  of  application  was  reduced  to  25,000  gallons 
acre  daily,  the  average  analysis  of  the  applied  liquor  from  that 
e  up  to  the  present  time,  March  31,  1899,  being  as  follows  :  — 

Applied  Liquor, 

[Parts  p«r  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Free. 

Albomlnold. 

Oxygen  CoDsomed. 

.26 

4.00 

86.60 

The  average  analysis  of  the  liquor  during  this  period  was  about 

same  as  that  of  the  sample  obtained  from  the  Uxbridge  creamery 

April,  1898,  and  previously  mentioned.     The  average  analysis 

the  effluent  of  the  filter  from  January  7  to  March  31,  1899,  is  as 

ows :  — 

Effluent, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

NiTBOOKN  AS 

Oxygen 
Consumed. 

Free. 

Albnmlnold. 

Nltratei. 

Nitrites. 

Bacteria  per 
Cable  Centimeter. 

.60                          .0680 

3.80 

.0700 

.38 

26.000 

during  the  period  of  operation  of  this  filter,  many  bacterial 
lyses  and  determinations  of  the  species  present  in  the  applied 
lor  and  effluent  have  been  made.  The  numbers  of  bacteria  per 
)ic  centimeter  in  the  applied  liquor  have  varied  very  greatly  at 
erent  times.  During  the  first  period  of  operation,  when  the 
ingest  liquor  was  applied,  there  were  many  million  present,  the 
t  analyses  showing  generally  from  50,000,000  to  85,000,000 
:teria  per  cubic  centimeter  at  this  time.     With  the  reduction  in 

proportion  of  milk  in  the  applied  liquor,  the  number  of  bacteria 
Teased  very  greatly.     Especially  after  the  use  of  lime  to  render 

applied  liquor  alkaline,  the  numbers  were  cut  down  so  that  at 
les  there  were  only  a  few  thousand  per  cubic  centimeter  present 
the  sample  at  the  time  of  planting  the  sample  and  of  applying 

liquid  to  the  filter.     Sometimes  the  skimmed  milk  mixed  with 

water  was  sweet  and  sometimes  sour ;  at  the  times  when  sweet 
k  was  used  the  ])acteria  were  very  few  in  number  as  compared 
h  the  times  when  sour  milk  was  used. 
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The  range  of  numbers  in  the  effluent  of  the  filter  has  been  nearly 
as  great,  as  a  rule,  as  in  the  applied  liquor,  and,  during  the  last  six 
months  of  operation  of  the  filter,  more  bacteria  have  been  found  in 
the  effluent  than  in  the  applied  liquor.     Two  species  have  been  very 
prominent  amongst  those  found,  both  in  the  liquor  applied  to  and 
the  effluent  from  the  filter.     One  of  these  species  liquefies  the  gek- 
tine  plate  and  the  other  does  not,  but  both  produce  lactic  acid  fer- 
mentation, and  grow  best  at  thirty  degrees  Centigrade.     The  applied 
liquor  often  contained  the  above  two  species,  almost  to  the  exclusioa 
of  all  others.     The  number  of  species  in  the  effluent,  however,  has 
been  more  varied,  many  kinds  being  found  which  were  present  in  the 
city  water  applied  with  the  milk  and  in  the  air.     The  two  character- 
istic species,  however,  are   always  present.     During  the   summer 
months,  when   the   strength  of  the   applied  liquor  was   somewhat 
greater  generally  than  that  now  Ijeing  applied,  and  the  rate  of  opera- 
tion of  the  filter  considerably  higher,  these  two  species  developed 
in  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter  practically  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  kinds,  not  only  causing  the  milk  to  become  sour  shortly  after 
its  application  to  the  filter,  notwithstanding  the  lime  used  at  the  time 
of  application,  but  also  causing  the  sand  for  a  considerable  depth  in 
the  filter  to  have  the  characteristic  odor  of  sour  milk.     The  rapid 
growth  and  multiplication  of  these  two  species  in  the  applied  liquor 
and  in  the  sand,  and  the  bodies  produced  by  them,  retarded  the 
development  of  the  nitrifying  bacteria,  as  shown  by  the  results  ol>- 
tained.     As  cooler  weather  began,  and  the  applied  liquor  and  the 
filter  itself  were  kept  at  a  lower  temperature,  the  growth  of  these 
two  species  became  nmch  slower,  thus  apparently  delaj4ng  lactic 
acid  fermentation  for  such  a  space  of  time  that  it  became  possible 
for  the  nitrifying  bacteria  to  develop  and  establish  themselves  in  the 
filter  in  such  numbers  and  strength  as  to  enable  them  to  work  over 
the  applied  liquor  and  produce  the  desired  results  tefore  lactic  aiid 
fermentation  could  take  place ;  and,  as  stated,  the  effluent  has  been 
for  practically  three  months  a  clear,  well-purified,  almost  colorless 
liquid.     The  rate  of  openition  at  the  present  time  is  considerably 
less  than  during  the  summer  months,  which  undoubtedly  has  had 
considera])le  to  do  in  obtainino^  more  satisfactorv  results.     Variou.s 
experiments  upon  the  use  of  filters  of  coke,  iron,  etc.,  have  been 
tried  in  connection  with  the    disposal    of  this  wast«,   but  without 
favora])le  results.      Boracic  acid  in   varying  proportions   has  also 
been  added  to  the  waste  before  applying  it  to  a  sand  filter,  with  the 
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.  of  eliminating  the  lactic  acid  bacteria  and  allow  the  greater 
dopment  of  the  nitrifying  bacteria ;  but  tluB  ha^  not  produced  the 
lit  desired. 


Cinders  akd  Ashes  as  Filtering  ilATERiALS. 
FiHer  Xo.  80. 
he  use  of  cinders  as  a  ii)tering  material  was  begun  at  the  ex- 
ment  station  during  1896,  when  Filter  Xo.  80,  containing  41/^ 
in  depth  of  coal  ashes,  was  first  put  into  operation.     Thia  filter 

kept  in  operation  until  the  end  of  September,  1898.  During 
his  time  it  gave  a  wcll-purified  elHucnt.  The  average  rate  of 
■ation  during  1898  was  84,700  gallons  per  aero  daily.  The 
?rial  of  the  filter  was  almost  entirely  fine  ashes,  without  any 
'iderable  portion  of  cinder.  Owing  to  this,  the  sewage  passed 
w  the  suifucc  of  the  filter  with  considerable  difSculty,  as  shown 
le  following  talde,  and  the  filter  was  discontinued  in  September, 

had  a{)|)arently  been  proved  by  tliis  time  that  as  good  results 
itativelj  could  be  olitained  by  a  filter  containing  less  of  the  fine 
s,  and  of  course  the  quantity  applied  could  be  greater  and  the 
■ee  of  clogging  less. 


EfflueTU  of  FiUer  No.  80. 
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Filter  JVo.  95. 
This  lilter  contains  41^  feet  in  depth  of  ashea  from  the  combustioD 
of  soft  coal,  and  was  put  in  operation  during  the  last  part  of  Octo- 
ber, 1897.  The  ashes  in  this  filter  were  considerably  coarser  and  of 
a  firmer  nature  than  tliose  in  Filter  No.  80,  and  the  rate  of  opera- 
tion from  tho  start  up  to  Jan.  1,  1899,  has  been  100,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily.  Operating  at  this  rate  tho  filter  has  produced  a  clear, 
almost  colorless  effluent,  containing  very  little  unoxidized  organic 
matter,  as  shown  by  the  table  below.  The  material  in  the  filter  has 
been  coarse  enough  to  allow  the  sewage  to  puss  readily  below  its 
surface. 

Effluent  of  FUler  Nq.  95. 
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Operatiom  of  the  Large  Intermittent  Filters,  ^^^  of  as 
Acre  in  Area. 

The  large  filters,  placed  in  the  field  outside  the  station,  have  ac- 
complished their  usual  satisfactory  work  during  tlie  year.  Some  of 
these  filters  have  now  been  in  oporatioii  eleven  years,  and  are  with- 
out doubt  in  as  good  a  physical  condition  as  they  hare  been  since 
tlie  first  year  or  two  of  their  operation.  The  following  table  shows 
the  period  of  service  to  date  of  these  filters,  together  with  the  volume 
of  sewage  appUcd  to  them  and  their  efliciency  reckoned  by  percent- 
ages of  organic  matter  and  bacteria  removed  during  1898  :  — 
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Before  beginning  the  description  of  these  filters,  it  can  be  said 
that  an  interesting  experiment  was  made  during  the  year,  to  leam 
what  results  could  bo  obtained  by  applying  during  the  winter  vol- 
umes of  sewage  greater  than  usually  applied,  in  order  to  keep  the 
filters  more  free  from  frost.  It  was  intended,  moreover,  although  a 
greater  volume  of  sewage  was  applied,  tliat  this  sewage  should  be 
enough  weaker  than  the  regular  sewage  to  make  the  amount  of  or- 
ganic matter  reaching  (he  filter's  surface  alwrnt  the  same  as  when 
smaller  volumes  of  stronger  sewage  were  used.  It  is  the  custom  at 
the  sewage  disposal  areas  of  the  State  to  flood  the  Iieds  with  a  very 
large  volume  of  sewage  on  one  day,  and  allow  several  days  to  elapse 
before  another  flooding.  At  these  filtration  areas,  where  the  under- 
drains  are  many  feet  apart,  this  can  be  done  with  satisfactory  results, 
the  heat  contained  in  this  large  volume  of  sewage  being  very  efli- 
cient  in  removing  irost  from  the  upper  portion  of  the  sewage  filters. 
With  our  relatively  small  experimental  filters,  however,  each  one 
■with  gravel  underdrain.s  underneath  the  entire  area  of  the  filter,  these 
large  volumes  cannot  be  apjilied  so  successfully.  AYith  the  increased 
volume  applied  during  the  cold  months  of  1898,  however,  it  was 
evident  that  the  upper  portion  of  the  filter  was  kept  in  a  more  porous 
condition  than  when  smaller  volumes  were  a[)plied,  and  the  eflect 
upon  the  eflluents  obtained  from  the  filters. is  shown  by  the  following 
tables,  in  which  a  comparison  is  made  of  the  1897  and  1898  January 
ttnd  February  results  obtained  from  filters  Nos.  1,  6  and  9  A  :  — 
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Average  Analysis  of  the  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  1,  January  and  February^  1897^ 

and  January  and  February^  1898. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Average  Analysis  of  the  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  6^  January  and  February^  1897^ 

and  January  and  February^  1898. 
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Average  Analysis  of  the  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  9  -4,  January  and  February,  1897, 

and  January  and  February^  1898. 
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Studying  these  results  in  detail,  we  find  that  not  only  purer  efflu- 
ents were  obtained,  on  account  of  the  weaker  sewage  applied  during 
these  two  months  in  181^8,  but  that  the  results  were  more  than  pro- 
portionally better,  if  we  take  into  account  the  total  nitrogen  applied 
during  each  period.  That  is,  if  we  multiply  the  total  nitrogen  in  the 
average  sewage  applied  to  these  filters  during  the  first  period  by  the 
rate  in  thousand  gallons,  and  do  the  same  with  the  total  unoxidizcd 
nitrogen  in  the  effluents,  we  shall  find,  for  instance,  that  with  Filter 
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No.  6  an  average  of  231  units  of  nnoxidized  nitrogen  were  applied 
daily  during  January  and  February,  1897,  and  71  units  appeared 
daily  in  the  effluent,  showing  a  removal  or  oxidation  of  69  per  cent. 
During  January  and  February,  1898,  an  average  of  194  units  were 
applied  daily,  and  3.^  units  appeared  in  the  effluent,  ahowing  a 
removal  or  oxidation  of  82  per  cent.  Even  better  comparative 
results,  calculated  in  thia  way,  were  obtained  with  Filter  No.  9  A. 
Tables  of  analyses  of  the  sewage  applied  to  these  filters  during 
these  two  periods  are  given  on  page  414  of  the  report  for  1897  and 
page  437  of  the  present  rejiort. 


Filter  iVo.  /. 
Filter  No.  1  contains  (10  inches  in  depth  of  coarse  sand  of  an  effec- 
tive size  of  0.48  millimeter,  and  is  jjj^  of  an  acre  in  area.  The  fil- 
ter has  been  operated  during  the  year  at  an  average  rate  of  60,500 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  has  given  a  satisfactory  effluent.  The 
surface  of  the  filter  lias  been  rakod  1  inch  deep  each  week  and  spaded 
over  to  a  depth  of  (J  inches  on  April  18  and  Octolier  1,  The  fol- 
lowing table  gives  the  averages  of  the  analyses  of  the  effluent  for 
the  vear : — 

EffluetU  of  FiUer  No.  1. 
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Filter  ^Vo.  2. 
This  filter  is  i^^^  of  an  acre  in  area  and  contains  60  inches  in  d^ 
of  fine  aand  of  an  effective  size  of  0,08  millimeter,  with  two  circnkr 
trenches  1  foot  wide  and  2  feet  deep  of  medium  sand  of  an  eJectin 
size  of  0.19  millimeter,  the  surface  of  these  trenches  being  belor 
the  sur&ce  of  the  remainder  of  the  filter,  and  to  these  trenches  ftt 
sewage  is  applied.  The  average  rate  of  filtration  for  the  year  )m 
been  38,300  gallons  per  acre  daily.  The  surface  of  the  trendies  Im 
l>een  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week  and  dug  over  to  a  depth  of  6  india 
on  January  13,  ^larch  26  and  October  1.  The  following  tAble^vn 
the  monthly  averages  of  the  analyses  of  the  eflluent :  — 

Effiuaa  of  FiUer  No.  2. 
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Filter  No.  4. 
This  tilter  is  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area  and  contdns  tiO  inches  in  depth 
of  fine  river  silt  of  an  effective  size  of  0.04  millimeter,  with  two  cir-. 
cular  trenches,  about  14  inches  wide  and  12  inches  deep,  of  coarse 
sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.48  millimeter.  The  surface  of  these 
trenches  is  below  the  surface  of  the  remainder  of  the  filter  and  to 
them  the  sewage  is  applied.  The  average  rate  of  filtration  for  the 
year  has  been  19,300  gallons  per  acre  daily.  The  surface  of  tho 
trenches  has  been  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week  and  spaded  to  a 
depth  of  C  inches  on  March  26  and  Octolwr  1.  The  following  table 
gives  the  averages  of  the  analyses  of  the  etHuent :  — 


Effittent  of  FilUr  No.  4. 
[I>iru  par  lOO.MO.] 


Tim 
41 

tt 

•--r 

A«...M«. 

».,«.. 

] 

HITUOU 

i 

1 

5 

■"■• 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

"1 

ll 

jBDurjr,    . 

SOfiOO 

Vb. 

Kdm. 

.M 

.0U3 

..„. 

e.i!oli.n 

.000< 

.10 

l^3«) 

M 

a 

Tb.am. 

tfODa. 

-W 

.0620 

•"'« 

ii.ia  I'l.u 

.•M2i 

.16 

14 

Uarcb,       . 

w.»o 

4S 

tt 

Mm. 

None, 

.1479 

1.10,1,40 

.0021 

.It 

« 

April.         . 

M,gixi 

4S 

u 

Urn. 

None. 

.IKK 

.01.8 

i.H'ii.«i 

.0004 

.u 

12 

U.y. .        . 

tOfiM 

M 

M 

llm. 

NOM. 

.01 

.OMT 

..,» 

..WU.OT 

.0003 

.11 

Jon.,.       . 

a».OM 

BE 

u 

Via. 

»<me. 

.w 

.008! 

..m 

t.TS 

^.T7 

.0000 

.10 

13 

Jolj,  .       . 

».«« 

71 

TO 

4B1. 

Nona. 

.M 

.00!^ 

.0111 

:.» 

11  .OB 

.0000 

.13 

All  RDM,       . 

ie,w» 

7i 

70 

■m. 

N«n.. 

.01 

.«U3 

.am 

T.M 

l.lll 

.0000 

.11 

W.006 

w 

It 

Km. 

Hon.. 

.OS 

.«m 

...» 

r.44 

1.42 

.0000 

.10 

Octatar,     , 

1S.BM 

It, 

M 

Mm. 

Sm: 

.03 

.0010 

:3 

7.as 

).oe 

.0000 

.00 

M.OM 

IT 

U 

l»m. 

Uo«. 

.OX 

.DOll 

«.T! 

3.41 

.0900 

.09 

I>e«iiibtr, 

MJOO 

^iT 

Ita  Km. 

None. 

S; 

.0010 

.«,. 

..« 

l.tl 

.0000 

.01 

A..n.g., 

. 

.03M 

..,1.:..,. 

S.2T 

.0005 

.10 

gelloD 

,  Ibree  lime. 

«Mk  ftom  Juoit]p  1 1 

I>«»mber 

11.     JolrlO.OOllFM 

llnrin 

ichaa  ot  inov  lemertd 

■DdlSlDdbeeot  U* 

BbTDI 

;,  3«>,'  lnch« 

o(  mow  remoTfd  from 

l.'.'tnitaHoC  lea  from 

SHi 

ctiei  or  moo 

Incbei  of 

nowr«mo**d;dBriliB 

480 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


FUter  No.  5  A. 

This  filter  was  ^J^y  of  an  acre  in  area  and  contained  60  inches  in 
.depth  of  fine  gravel  of  an  ettective  size  of  1.40  millimetere.  The  filter 
was  constructed  in  Septeml)er,  1891,  and  sewage  was  first  applied 
to  it  on  Sept.  14,  1891.  It  was  discontinued  on  March  3,  1898. 
It  received  during  the  period  of  its  operation  816,970  gallons  of 
sewage,  equal  to  163,894,000  upon  an  acre.  It  was  operated  during 
these  years  at  an  average  rate  of  about  60,000  gallons  per  acre  daily, 
and  while,  owing  to  the  coarseness  of  the  filtering  material,  its 
effiuent  was  never  of  the  degree  of  purity  obtained  with  some  of  the 
other  filters,  still  the  percentage  of  purification  was  high,  and  the 
filter  took  the  applied  sewage  without  difliculty,  and  when  the  ex- 
periment was  ended,  the  filtering  material  was  in  good  condition 
and  apparently  capa])le  of  receiving  sewage  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time. 

Effluent  of  Filter  No.  5  A. 

[ParU  per  100,000] 
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FILTRATION   OF  SEWAGE. 


Filler  No.  5  B. 
This  filter  is  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area  and  contains  60  inches  in  depth 
of  a  mixture  of  uinders  and  aehes  from  the  combustion  of  soft  coal. 
It  was  first  put  in  operation  on  March  5,  1898,  and  has  been  operated 
during  the  year  at  an  average  rate  of  7.^,000  gallons  per  acre  duly. 
The  surface  has  been  raked  1  inch  deep  each  week.  The  following 
table  gives  the  averages  of  the  analyses  of  the  effluent  of  this  filter :  — 
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Filter  No.  6. 
This  filter  is  ^^  of  an  acre  in  area  and  contains  44  inches  in  depth 
of  mixed  coarse  and  fine  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter. 
The  average  rate  of  filtration  for  the  year  has  been  65,600  gallons 
per  acre  daily.  The  surface  of  the  filter  has  been  raked  to  tiie  depth 
of  1  inch  each  week  and  spaded  to  the  depth  of  6  inches  on  April  18 
and  October  1.  The  following  table  gives  the  averages  of  the  anal^es 
of  the  efiluent  of  this  filter :  — 
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FILTRATION  OF  SEWAGE. 


Fater  J\ro.  9  A. 
This  tilter  is  ^-^^  of  an  acre  Id  area  and  contains  5  feet  in  depth  of 
sand  of  an  effective  aizo  of  0.17  millimeter.  The  average  rate  of 
filtration  maintained  during  the  year  has  been  74,200  gallons  per 
acre  daily.  The  surface  of  the  filter  has  been  raked  1  inch  deep 
each  week  and  spaded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  on  April  18  and  October 
1.  The  following  table  gives  the  averages  of  the  analyses  of  the 
effluent  of  this  filter :  — 
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Filter  yb.  10. 
This  filter  is  ^^^  of  an  acre  in  area  and  contains  5  feet  in  depth  of 
mixed  coarse  and  line  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.35  millimeter. 
No  nnderdrains  ai-e  beneath  the  sand,  except  directly  above  and 
aronnd  the  outlet  pipe.  A  partition  extending  3  feet  below  the 
surtace  separates  the  quarter  of  the  surface  farthest  from  the  ander- 
drains  from  the  remainder  of  the  sui-face.  To  this  quarter  of  the 
surface  the  sewage  has  been  applied  during  1898  at  a  rate  of  114,400 
gallons  per  aero  daily.  The  portion  of  the  surface  to  which  sewage 
is  applied  has  been  mked  over  1  inch  deep  each  week.  The  entire 
sur&oe  was  spaded  to  a  depth  of  6  inches  on  Mardi  26  and  Octo- 
ber 1:— 
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[ParU  par  100,000.] 


Qmb- 
Applfcd. 

1 

T» 

■" 

BDriKt. 

J 

Kmoaiv 

1 

rr 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

isas. 

1 

Ji 

f 

1 

January,    . 

80,000 

4t 

W   1  Bb.Mm. 

D«lded. 

.43 

I.IMO 

.lUO 

i.a 

1.00 

.0360 

.« 

8.W 

Fabrnar;,  . 

JIWOO 

43 

»     IDb.Hm. 

Sll|<bt. 

.SS 

o.ffim 

.01*0 

a.M 

1.24 

.02« 

.41 

B,W) 

Stateh.       . 

27.800 

« 

40 

3Bm. 

V.alighl. 

.17 

0.2JM 

.01&3 

4.M 

s.oo 

.oou 

.SI 

t,M 

April.         . 

30,000 

40 

u 

16m. 

Kon.. 

.18 

m„ 

3.«3 

t.4B 

.OOM 

.16 

1,M 

May,  .        - 

3g,o(» 

£7 

61 

4m.|  Kopo. 

.16 

.,.,„ 

.n» 

«.ao,3.os 

.S4 

IS) 

Jddf,  . 

M,WW 

« 

iM; 

4m.  i  Kong. 

.13 

..™ 

.om 

1.86.4.47 

.0003 

.17 

!» 

Jul)-,  .       . 

ZSpgW 

14 

70 

3m.  ;|X-ODa. 

...™ 

.0316 

10.«i«, 

.0001 

.33 

n 

Augux,     . 

30,000 

75 

■i 

Qm.     Soo: 

0.D114  .OUO 

14.61 

3.T1  1.0000 

.36 

13 

Beplsmtier. 

»,000 

10 

n 

»m..:Soae. 

.11 

O.OOM  .DIM 

O.OI 

S.U  '.OOOO 

.3) 

IM 

October,     . 

11,900 

60 

M  '1           Dm. 

tfone. 

.11 

..,».™ 

7.O0 

3.61  |.001S 

.12 

!4 

Kowmber, . 

SO.OM 

40 

61              em. 

Noae. 

.11 

..,».., 

e.so 

S.OO    .0000 

.31 

lit 

DaccTDlier. . 

i»,m 

Ji 

43  Ij  4b, 

Blliiht. 

'1 

l).746a'.OT0O 
5.«g!.04=» 

TS 

'■ 

s- 

».!« 

*""«-■ 

BB.flOO 

4,K 

Sawaga  applied,  IM  gollona 


(  Jnnvary,  So)  lpcb«  of  loow  aod  S)  lid 
fd,  during  DMtmber,  H  laehM  of  isow  i 


n 


No.  34.]  FILTRATION  OF  WATER.  485 


FILTRATION  OF  WATER. 


During  1898  the  usual  doterminatious  of  the  efficiency  of  the 
experimental  sand  filters  in  operation  at  the  station,  and  also  of  the 
Lawrence  city  filter  have  been  made.  Besides  the  determination 
of  the  total  number  of  bacteria  of  all  kinds  present  in  the  river 
water  and  in  the  filtered  water  from  the  various  experimental  filters 
and  from  the  Lawrence  city  filter,  many  tests  have  been  made  to 
determine  the  presence  or  absence  of  JB.  coU  communis^  the  charac- 
teristic bacteria  of  sewage.  The  reason  for  undertaking  this  work 
was  to  ascertain  if  sand  filters  remove  the  same  percentage  of  B. 
coll  that  they  do  of  the  total  number  of  bacteria  present  in  badly 
polluted  water.  It  was  believed  that  by  a  continuation  of  this 
work  for  sufficient  time,  the  significance  of  the  appearance  of  this 
germ  in  filtered  water  could  be  determined,  because  of  the  oppor- 
tunity presented  of  studying  the  results  obtained  in  regard  to  its 
presence  in  the  samples  of  the  filtered  city  water  taken  from  various 
points  upon  the  system,  together  with  the  occurrence  or  non-occur- 
rence of  typhoid  fever  in  the  city.  The  bacterial  results  obtained 
from  the  city  filter  could  also  be  directly  compared  with  the  results 
obtained  from  the  experimental  filters  at  the  station,  receiving  the 
same  polluted  river  water. 

Different  rates  of  filtration  have  also  been  tried  with  these  ex- 
perimental filters,  in  order  to  determine  the  highest  rate  that  can 
be  followed  with  natural  sand  filters  and  eliminate  this  germ  from 
the  water.  The  effect  of  different  seasons  —  that  is,  of  warm  and 
cold  weather  —  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  filters  in  this  respect  has 
also  been  studied.  It  has  usually  been  assumed  that  the  absence 
of  B.  coll  from  filtered  water  is  proof  of  the  absence  of  the  typhoid 
germ,  and  that  its  presence  in  a  filtered  water  is  suspicious,  as 
typhoid  may  possibly  at  times  accompany  it,  because  the  place  of 
origin  of  the  two  germs  is  the  same,  namely,  the  human  intestine. 
The  typhoid  germ   is   never  found   unaccompanied  by  the  colon 
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bacillus,  although  the  reverse  is,  of  course,  far  from  true.  We 
assume  that  for  every  typhoid  bacillus  in  a  polluted  water  there 
must  be  many  thousands  of  the  B,  coliy  since  the  latter  are  found  in 
the  dejecta  from  all  human  beings  and  some  animals,  while  the 
typhoid  bacillus  comes  only  from  persons  who  are  ill  with  that  par- 
ticular disease.  The  length  of  life  of  the  two  germs  is  believed  to 
be  quite  similar,  experiments  at  the  station,  made  several  years  ago, 
showing  that  the  typhoid  germ  would  live  in  unsterilized  water  in 
diminishing  numbers  for  periods  of  even  twenty  days,  and  other 
experiments  showing  a  corresponding  length  of  life  of  B.  colt  under 
like  conditions. 

During  the  past  year  additional  experiments  have  been  made, 
and  apparently  somewhat  shorter  lengths  of  life,  especially  of  the 
typhoid  germ,  have  been  shown  than  in  the  previous  investigations. 
These  experiments,  however,  differed  from  the  former  ones  in  that 
sewage-polluted  water  was  used  in  these  latter  experiments  with  the 
bacilli  present  in  their  natural  state,  instead  of  unsterilized  river 
water  with  a  laboratory  culture  of  the  germ  added. 

Lawrence  City  Filter. 

Determinations  made  throughout  the  year  1898  of  the  number 
of  B.  coll  present  in  samples  of  Merrimack  River  water,  collected 
from  the  river  at  the  inlet  of  the  Lawrence  city  filter,  showed  that 
it  varied  from  an  average  of  20  per  cubic  centimeter  in  May  and 
June  to  92  per  cubic  centimeter  in  August  and  Septeml)er;  the 
average  for  the  entire  year  being  47  per  cubic  centimeter.  Up  to 
Oct.  1,  1898,  of  117  samples  of  the  filtered  water  collected  at  the 
city  filter  and  examined  for  this  germ,  9  samples,  or  8  per  cent., 
showed  its  presence  in  a  single  colony.  Five  of  these  samples  in 
which  it  was  found  were,  however,  taken  at  times  of  scraping  the 
filter,  or  other  disturbances  of  the  sand.  Of  119  samples,  collected 
during  the  same  period  from  the  lap  at  the  city  hall  after  the  filtered 
water  had  passed  through  the  reservoir  and  about  one  mile  of  pipe, 
4  showed  the  presence  of  /?.  coli. 

The  bacterial  efticiency  of  the  filter,  calculated  upon  the  total  num- 
ber of  bacteria  removed  from  January  1  to  October  30,  was  99.24 
per  cent.  This,  taken  into  consideration  together  with  the  B,  voU 
results  and  the  small  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  in  the  city 
during  the  year  and  the  low  death  rate  from  typhoid,  as  shown  in  a 
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table  beyond,  —  a  rate  much  lower  than  the  average  for  the  State 
and  the  lowest  in  Lawrence  for  many  years,  —  indicates  that  the 
occasional  appearance  of  B.  coli  in  filtered  water  is  probably  not  of 
great  significance.  In  fact,  the  complete  results  obtained  from  the 
filter  —  that  is,  both  bacterial  and  hygienic  —  indicate  that,  if  a 
polluted  water  shows,  after  filtration,  its  presence  only  occasionally 
and  generally  only  a  single  colony  on  a  plate,  and  negative  results 
in  this  respect  generally,  the  water  is  efficiently  purified.  It  seems 
reasonable  to  assume  this  because  of,  first,  the  much  greater  number 
ofB.  coli  in  any  polluted  water  than  of  typhoid  germs ;  second,  the 
somewhat  greater  virility  and  longevity  of  JB.  coli  germs  when  in  a 
media  unfavorable  for  their  growth  —  that  is,  water  or  sand — than 
of  typhoid  germs  under  the  same  conditions ;  third,  experimental 
data  obtained  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  and  elsewhere 
going  to  prove  that  a  sand  filter  removes  a  much  larger  percentage 
of  typhoid  germs  from  water  than  ofi?.  coli.  The  rate  of  operation 
of  the  city  filter  is  about  1,500,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 

Owing  to  a  clogging  by  iron  rust,  and  a  growth  of  Crenothrix, 
of  the  gravel  forming  or  surrounding  the  underdrains  of  the  filter 
during  the  five  years  of  its  operation,  it  became  necessary  during 
1898  to  remove  this  clogging  material.  This  was  done  during 
October,  November  and  December,  and  caused  many  sections  of 
sand  to  be  dug  out  and  the  sand  replaced  over  the  renewed  under- 
drains. The  filter  being  all  in  one  area  of  2.5  acres,  these  sections 
had  to  be  flooded  and  the  water  filtered  through  them  used  immedi- 
ately in  connection  with  that  coming  from  the  remainder  of  the 
filter  which  remained  undisturbed  and  in  good  working  order. 
Owing  to  this,  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  filtered  water  increased 
somewhat  for  a  few  days  following  each  of  the  first  two  disturb- 
ances. With  this  increase  in  numbers,  B.  coli  appeared  for  a  day  or 
two  only,  after  the  first  two  disturbances.  When  filling  in  over  the 
underdrains  at  the  time  of  the  last  disturbance  on  December  9,  the 
sudden  advent  of  winter  weather  caused  some  of  the  sand  thrown  out 
to  freeze,  and,  although  this  was  said  to  be  carefully  broken  up  and 
reduced  to  small  particles  before  being  replaced,  it  probably  left  this 
section  of  the  filter  more  open  than  the  remainder  of  the  filter,  and 
probably  allowed  the  water  to  flow  through  this  section  too  rapidly 
for  good  filtration,  for  the  number  of  bacteria  in  the  efliluent  was  high 
for  twenty  days  or  more  after  this  back-filling,  and  JS.  coli  appeared 
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in  the  filtered  ^ater  for  a  still  longer  period.  The  provious  worb 
upon  the  filter  on  Octolier  19  and  20  nnd  November  15  to  19  inclu- 
sive had  apparently  little,  if  any,  detrimental  effect  upon  the  heatUi 
of  the  city,  but  from  the  20th  of  December  to  the  end  of  the  year 
an  unusual  numl)er  of  cases  of  t^'phoid  fever  occurred. 

During  the  time  of  these  disturbances  of  the  filter  —  that  is, 
from  October  1  to  December  31  —  S,  col i  communis  was  found  in 
23  samples  out  of  the  53  samples  examined;  that  is,  more  than  40 
per  cent,  of  the  samples  collected  during  these  three  months  con- 
tuned  S.  coli,  as  compared  with  8  per  cent,  during  the  first  nine 
months  of  the  year.  The  Imcteriat  efficiency  of  the  filter  from 
October  19  to  Decemlwr  31  inclusive  was  97  per  cent.  The  results 
of  the  l)acterial  examinations  of  samples  of  the  river  water  and  filtereil 
vater  collected  at  different  points  upon  the  system  up  to  May  1, 1898, 
have  l)ecn  given  in  previous  reports.  The  following  tables  give 
the  bacterial  results  from  May  1  up  to  Jan.  1,  1899,  and  tables 
beyond  give  tlie  results  of  chemical  analyses  of  the  river  water 
and  filtered  water :  — ■ 


Average  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Centitneltr  t'n  Biver  and  Filtered  Water. 
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Number  of  BaeUria  and  B.   CoU  GmmunU  in  River  and  FiUertd  Water - 
November.  lS9S. 
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Number  of  BaeUria  and  B.  OoH  Ckmtmunis  in  River  and  Filtered  Water,  Deeember, 

1898. 
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Merrimaek  River  Water  a»  it  flcwt  upon  the  Lawrence  Oily  FUter. 

[PUM  par  100,000.] 
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WaUrfrom  a  Tap  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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Results  from  Filters  Nos.  3,  7  and  8. 

From  Dec.  1,  1897,  to  Jan.  7,  1898,  these  three  filters  were 
operated  at  an  approximate  rate  of  4,0009000  gallons  per  ten 
daily.  Filters  Nos.  3  and  8  each  contained  about  4  feet  in  depth 
of  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter;  Filter  No.  3  being 
an  intermittent  filter  and  Filter  No.  8  a  continuous  filter.  Filter 
No.  7  contained  18  inches  in  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective  siase  of 
0.26  millimeter,  and  is  a  continuous  filter.  Each  of  these  filters  is 
one  two-hundredths  of  an  acre  in  area,  and  covered  so  that  no  ioe  is 
formed  upon  its  surface  even  in  the  coldest  weather.  Operating  at 
the  rate  given,  61  per  cent,  of  the  samples  from  filters  Nos.  3  and  7 
which  were  collected  and  examined  contained  B,  colij  and  39  per 
cent,  of  the  samples  from  Filter  No.  8.  Deducting  the  number  of 
samples  taken  at  or  soon  after  times  of  scraping  or  other  disturbances 
of  the  sand  of  the  filter,  13  per  cent,  of  the  samples  from  filters  Nos. 
3  and  8  showed  the  presence  of  B.  colt  and  22  per  cent,  of  the  sam- 
ples from  Filter  No.  7.  During  this  period  the  bacterial  efficiency 
of  Filter  No.  3  was  98.00  per  cent,  and  of  Filter  No.  8  99.25  per 
cent. ;  this  percentage  being  based  upon  the  total  number  of  the  bac- 
teria present  in  the  unfiltered  water  that  was  removed  by  the  filters. 

Upon  Jan.  7, 1898,  the  rate  of  the  filters  was  reduced  to  2,500,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  this  rate  continued  until  August  8  of  the 
same  year.  During  this  period  only  9  per  cent,  of  the  samples  from 
filters  Nos.  3  and  8  contained  B,  colisLud  11  per  cent,  of  the  samples 
from  Filter  No.  7.  Deducting  the  samples  taken  soon  after  times 
of  scraping  or  other  disturbances  of  the  filter,  only  3^2  P©r  cent. 
of  the  samples  from  Filter  No.  3  contained  B.  coli  and  6  per  cent,  of 
those  from  filters  Nos.  7  and  8.  During  this  period  the  bacterial 
efliciency  of  Filter  No.  3  was  99.50  per  cent,  and  of  Filter  No.  8, 
99.63  per  cent. 

Upon  August  8  the  rate  of  filtration  of  all  the  filters  was  again 
placed  at  4,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  so  continued  until 
November  14.  Much  better  results,  however,  were  obtained  oper- 
ating at  this  rate  during  this  period  of  warm  weather  than  during 
the  period  of  cold  weather  from  Dec.  1, 1897,  to  Jan.  7,  1898,  when 
the  filters  were  operated  at  an  equal  rate  as  noted  above.  During 
this  period,  from  August  8  to  November  14,  only  5  per  cent,  of  the 
samples  from  Filter  No.  3,  collected  at  periods  of  normal  operation 
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of  the  filter,  contained  B.  colij  7  per  cent,  of  the  samples  from  Filter 
No.  8,  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  samples  from  Filter  No.  7.  During 
this  third  period  the  bacterial  efficiency  of  Filter  No.  3  was  99.70 
per  cent,  and  of  Filter  No.  8,  99.68  per  cent.  Every  sample  of 
canal  water  collected  contained  B.  coliy  the  average  number  being  54 
per  cubic  centimeter. 

Summarizing  these  results  in  another  way,  showing  the  different 
action  of  intermittent  and  continuous  filters  at  different  seasons  of 
the  year,  and  also  showing  the  general  effect  of  cold  and  warm 
weather,  we  find  the  following  facts  :  — 

Filters  Nos.  3  and  8,  as  stated,  were  operated  at  approximately 
equal  rates  during  the  year,  although  the  rate  of  intermittent  Filter 
No.  3  was  always  somewhat  less  than  that  of  continuous  Filter 
No.  8.  Of  the  52  samples  of  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  3  which 
contained  B.  coUj  45  were  collected  during  the  colder  six  months  of 
the  year  and  7  during  the  warmer  six  months.  Of  the  34  samples 
collected  from  Filter  No.  8  which  contained  B.  coliy  18  were  collected 
during  the  colder  and  16  during  the  warmer  months  of  the  year. 
Studying  these  results  and  comparing  the  bacterial  efficiency  of 
the  filters  with  the  number  of  samples  of  efiiluent  that  contained  B. 
coltj  we  must  conclude  that,  even  though  we  can  obtain  a  bacterial 
efficiency  of  99.44  per  cent,  when  filtering  water  as  polluted  as  that 
of  the  Merrimack  River  through  four  feet  of  sand  at  a  rate  of 
4,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  yet  the  rate  is  perhaps  too  great 
if  13  per  cent,  of  the  samples  collected  at  times  of  normal  opera- 
tion contain  B.  coli. 

With  Filter  No.  3,  operating  intermittently  but  at  a  rate  approxi- 
mating 4,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  even  poorer  results  were 
obtained  in  the  winter,  on  account  of  the  daily  exposure  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  filter  to  the  low  temperature  of  these  months.  Better 
results  at  similar  rates  were  obtained  during  the  warmer  period  of 
the  year,  as  noted  above ;  but,  as  a  filtration  area  must  be  constructed 
to  furnish  a  safe  and  sufficient  supply  of  water  when  operating  at  its 
lowest  rate,  the  winter  results  are  the  ones  of  more  interest. 

These  results  are  summarized  in  a  following  table.  Tables  beyond 
give  the  bacterial  and  chemical  results  of  analyses  of  the  effluents 
of  these  three  filters  and  of  the  water  applied  to  them ;  this  applied 
water  being  Merrimack  River  water  drawn  from  the  Essex  Com- 
pany's canal. 
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The  following  tables  give  the  results  of  the  daily  bacterial  exam- 
ination of  the  water  applied  to  and  the  elfluenta  from  these  three 
Bltors,  and  tables  beyond  show  the  vct-ults  of  the  chemical  analyses 
of  applied  water  and  elHuents. 

Notes  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  tilters  are  given  with  the 
tables.  At  times  of  scraping  the  sm-face  of  the  filters  approxi- 
mately 1/^  inch  of  sand  was  removed. 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B,  Coli  Communia  Ui  Applied  Water  and  Effluente  tf 

FiUere  Not.  3,  7  and  8. 


Canal  Watib. 

FILTXB  No.  8. 

FXLTBB  No.  7. 

FILTBB  No.  8. 

Dah -1M7. 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

Baeterla. 

B.CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.Cott. 

Bacteria. 

B.C0IL 

D«e0inb«r   1,     . 

2.700 

- 

t 

45 

- 

19 

- 

8 

- 

2.     . 

6,000 

2 

88 

0 

82 

1 

10 

0 

8,     . 

6,800 

- 

112 

- 

128 

- 

7 

- 

4.     . 

2.900 

- 

74 

0 

89 

0 

14 

0 

6,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

e.    . 

6.500 

- 

103 

- 

98 

- 

86 

- 

7,     . 

8.400 

- 

71 

1 

86 

1 

20 

0 

8,     . 

7.500 

- 

64 

0 

72 

0 

17 

0 

9.     . 

900 

- 

02 

0 

107 

0 

41 

0 

10,     . 

4.300 

- 

58 

1 

80 

0 

81 

0 

11.     . 

5.400 

5 

45 

0 

80 

0 

18 

0 

12.     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18,     . 

7.500 

8 

100 

0 

164 

0 

11 

0 

14,     . 

8.200 

8 

72 

0 

171 

0 

28 

0 

16.     . 

0,500 

12 

18 

1 

24 

0 

- 

- 

w.    . 

2,100 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17.     . 

0.200 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18,     . 

6.500 

28 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1»,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20,     . 

8.900 

11 

73 

1 

187 

1 

40 

1 

21,     . 

3.500 

5 

66 

1 

78 

1 

96 

1 

22.     . 

2,700 

4 

19 

0 

76 

1 

1 

88 

- 

28.     . 

900 

11 

- 

- 

110 

1 

29 

1 

24.     . 

6.200 

18 

- 

- 

87 

1 

26 

1 

26.     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28,     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27,     . 

2.800 

9 

268 

1 

186 

1 

22 

0 

28.     . 

3,700 

8 

248 

1 

90 

1 

20 

0 

20,     . 

7,800 

28 

338 

1 

88 

1 

48 

0 

80.      . 

9.400 

12 

140 

0 

88 

0 

24 

0 

81.     . 

7,800 

24 

1 

237 

1 

88 

0 

10 

0 

Average. 

4.954 

1 
10 

107 

- 

88 

- 

29 

- 

December  16-19  iDclaeiTe,  Altera  cloeed,  dae  to  high  water  in  river.  December  6,  Altera  eloaed, 
eanal  drawn  off.  December  11,  Filter  No.  7  eoraped.  December  22,  Filter  No.  8  aeraped.  December 
23,  Filter  No.  8  ecraped.  December  2,  depth  of  water  over  enrftioe  of  Filter  No.  7  increaaed  permanently 
from  10  to  26  inchee. 
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ber  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communia  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluents  from 

Filters  Not.  3,  7  and  8. 


Canal  Watse. 

FlLTXE  No.  8. 

FiLTXB  No.  7. 

FiLTSB  No.  8. 

B-1S08. 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.GoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

ary  1, 

7.600 

27 

7 

0 

18 

0 

22 

0 

2,       . 

2,800 

56 

63 

1 

16 

1 

26 

0 

3,       . 

2,200 

64 

46 

0 

14 

0 

18 

0 

4.       . 

2.000 

83 

22 

0 

18 

0 

0 

0 

6.       . 

0,flOO 

16 

87 

0 

28 

0 

8 

0 

6,        . 

- 

- 

«» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7.        . 

e,900 

43 

88 

0 

18 

0 

10 

0 

8.        . 

8,300 

64 

02 

0 

16 

0 

7 

0 

».        . 

5,000 

44 

86 

0 

18 

1 

0 

0 

10,        . 

7,000 

14 

28 

- 

81 

0 

40 

0 

11.        . 

10,800 

10 

83 

1 

16 

1 

66 

0 

12,        . 

5,400 

2 

27 

0 

15 

0 

10 

0 

13,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14.        . 

5,400 

32 

86 

0 

16 

0 

18 

0 

16.        . 

6,200 

43 

16 

0 

22 

0 

18 

0 

1«.        . 

2,700 

40 

8 

0 

26 

0 

20 

1 

17.        . 

4,600 

26 

18 

0 

56 

1 

16 

0 

18.        . 

3,700 

8 

- 

- 

47 

0 

19 

1 

w,      . 

3,300 

- 

14 

0 

04 

0 

20 

0 

20,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21,        . 

2,800 

- 

22 

0 

69 

0 

21 

0 

22,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28.        . 

8,500 

41 

85 

0 

47 

0 

26 

0 

24,        . 

8.800 

27 

11 

0 

47 

0 

29 

0 

25,        . 

8,000 

30 

27 

0 

48 

0 

10 

0 

M,        . 

2.800 

35 

31 

0 

26 

0 

12 

0 

27.        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28,        . 

2,700 

20 

37 

0 

28 

1 

46 

1 

rerage, 

5.387 

82 

30 

- 

81 

- 

20 

- 

February  10.  Filter  No.  8  scraped.    February  26,  Filter  No.  8  scraped. 
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Number  ofBaderia  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluent*  fro;- 

FiUtn  No».  3,  7  and  8. 


Caval  Watbb. 

FlLTSB  No.  8. 

FiLTBB  So.  7. 

FlLTKB  Ko.  8. 

Date— IMS. 

BacterUu 

B.  CoU. 

Btcterta. 

B.CoU. 

BftcteiU. 

B.  Coll. 

BacterU. 

B.OoIft 

Mareh  1,    .       . 

1,800 

22 

16 

1 

67 

0 

20 

0 

2,    .       . 

1,000 

29 

8 

0 

27 

0 

13 

0 

8.    .       . 

2.800 

16 

S4 

0 

19 

0 

9 

0 

4.    .       . 

2.000 

28 

16 

0 

r 

0 

81 

0 

6,    .       . 

2.900 

7 

26 

0 

11 

0 

16 

0^ 

«.    .       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

7.    .       . 

8,700 

7 

12 

0 

8 

0 

18 

4za 

«•    .       . 

4.800 

6 

22 

0 

18 

0 

!    ^ 

"O 

».    .       . 

8.800 

7 

18 

0 

23 

0 

1 

17 

o 

10,    .       . 

8.100 

8 

18 

0 

28 

0 

18 

0 

11,    .       . 

2,900 

8 

7 

0 

11 

0 

i    10 

1 

I 

u.   .      . 

4,400 

8 

16 

0 

8 

0 

i  " 

0 

13,    .        . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

14,    .       . 

8,200 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1«.    .        . 

6,600 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16,    .        . 

2,600 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j     _ 

17.    .       . 

4.200 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18,    .        . 

2,000 

17 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

19,    .        . 

3.700 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1  - 

20,    . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

21.    .        . 

4,700 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22,    .        . 

2,700 

16 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

28,    .        . 

2,600 

3 

1 
1 

- 

- 

- 

24,    .       . 

8,600 

0 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26,    .        . 

1,100 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26,    . 

1,200 

14 

i 

- 

mt 

27.    .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mt 

28,    .        . 

2,800 

17 

i          ^ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2».    .        . 

1,000 

13 

- 

- 

- 

- 

80,    . 

8,100 

38 

- 

- 

" 

81,    . 

2,600 

40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Average, 

3,108 

14 

* 
\        ^^ 

- 

22 

16 

March  13-18,  flltert  closed,  high  water.    March  18,  flltert  opened  and  allowed  to  drain.  H*i^ 
18-31,  filters  remained  drained. 
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**nber  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluents 

'from  Filters  Nos.  3,  7  and  8. 


Camal  Watu. 

FlLTSB  No.  8. 

FiLTBK  No.  7. 

FXLTXK  No.  8. 

»^TB-19»9. 

BacteriA. 

B.CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  OoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.OolL 

rill, 

1,600 

00 

26 

1 

46 

1 

7 

0 

2. 

1,600 

48 

41 

1 

42 

0 

10 

1 

3,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

1,400 

10 

16 

- 

26 

- 

10 

0 

6. 

2,400 

45 

16 

- 

20 

- 

7 

0 

6.        ■ 

2,800 

87 

7 

0 

16 

0 

6 

0 

7. 

2,200 

80 

- 

- 

20 

0 

19 

0 

8,       . 

800 

2 

24 

0 

26 

0 

U 

0 

»,        . 

1,100 

1 

27 

1 

18 

0 

24 

0 

10,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,        . 

1,600 

6 

8 

1 

10 

1 

11 

0 

12.        . 

1.400 

82 

11 

0 

11 

0 

6 

0 

13,        , 

4,000 

16 

88 

0 

27 

0 

12 

0 

14.        . 

2,800 

66 

40 

0 

16 

0 

18 

0 

16, 

8,000 

36 

0 

47 

0 

20 

0 

w.     . 

2,600 

6 

12 

0 

81 

0 

16 

0 

17.        . 

- 

«» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18,        . 

1,200 

4 

14 

0 

60 

0 

14 

0 

w.     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

»,        . 

1,200 

8 

8 

0 

28 

0 

44 

0 

21,        . 

1,800 

- 

46 

0 

21 

0 

9 

0 

22, 

000 

7 

16 

0 

89 

0 

12 

1 

28, 

700 

- 

18 

0 

26 

0 

12 

0 

24, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25. 

6,100 

26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2«. 

2,700 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27. 

2,600 

81 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28. 

1,700 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29, 

1,800 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30. 

1,000 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

ATeragi 

».      . 

1,964 

24 

22 

-     1 
1 

28 

- 

14 

- 

April  7,  Filter  No.  3  scraped.    April  23,  Filter  No.  8  scraped.    April  24-80,  Alton  drained.    High 
ater  in  the  rirer. 
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STATE  BOAED  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  OoU  Oommunii  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluentijrom 

FOtera  No*.  3,7  and  8. 


Caval  Watsb.      I 

FXLTBB  No.  8. 

FILTKB  Ho.  7. 

1        FlLTBX  So.  8. 

DATS -IMS. 

Bavaria. 

B-Coll. 

Bacteria. 

B.OolL 

Bacteria. 

B.OoIL 

Bacteria. 

B.COU. 

M«yi.      . 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

- 

- 

1 

1 
I 

- 

%        ' 

2.400 

5 

14 

0 

67 

0 

20 

0 

«, 

2,100 

- 

14 

- 

40 

- 

15 

- 

4.        . 

»      • 

1,800 

- 

6 

- 

25 

- 

11 

- 

».        . 

1,000 

- 

20 

- 

19 

- 

15 

- 

«.        . 

1,400 

9 

54 

0 

11 

0 

15 

0 

7.         . 

2,000 

0 

22 

0 

18 

0 

47 

0 

8,        . 

- 

mt 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

».        . 

1,800 

10 

25 

0 

16 

0 

43 

1 

10,        . 

2,000 

12 

11 

0 

21 

0 

14 

0 

11.         , 

2,100 

11 

5 

0 

82 

0 

15 

0 

w.      . 

2,700 

80 

18 

0 

22 

0 

28 

0 

18,         . 

2.400 

29 

11 

0 

11 

1 

11 

0 

14.         . 

2,800 

8 

10 

0 

11 

1 

26 

0 

W,         . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M, 

2,000 

8 

14 

0 

19 

0 

28 

0 

17,         . 

3,800 

72 

28 

0 

44 

0 

40 

0 

18.         . 

2,700 

18 

36 

0 

25 

0 

12 

1 

0 

19,         . 

4,000 

16 

15 

0 

1        26 

1 

1 

1 

16 

0 

ao, 

1,500 

16 

11 

0 

12 

0 

1        17 

1 

21, 

2,200 

37 

10 

0 

6 

0 

1* 
< 

0 

M. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

1 

28, 

800 

• 

19 

7 

1 

0 

17 

0 

12 

1 

0 

24, 

8,fl00 

50 

'        14 

0 

15 

1 

0 

'          7 

0 
1 

26, 

10,400 

70 

!        15 

0 

!        14 

0 

7 

1 

0 

2«. 

5,700 

27 

3 

0 

1        18 

0 

6 

0 

27. 

6,500 

44 

,         * 

- 

1        " 

- 

5 

1 

- 

28, 

5,000 

- 

i 

- 

1 

I 
1 

- 

2».         . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1          _ 

- 

80,         . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

81.         . 

2,000 

42 

1         9 

0 

13 

0 

10 

0 

Average 

»      • 

3,800 

26 

'        16 

1 

21 

- 

18 

1 

1 

1 

May  2,  filters  started  after  standing  ont  of  operation  for  5  days.  May  8,  filters  drained ;  canal  dravi 
off.  May  16,  filters  drained ;  canal  drawn  off .  May  16,  Filter  No.  8  scraped.  May  28->29,  filters  draiosd; 
high  water  in  the  river. 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  CommunU  in  Water  appUed  to  and  Effluents  Jrom 

Filtert  Noa.  3,  7  and  8. 


Castal  Watsb. 

FiLTSH  No.  S. 

FXLTBX  Mo.  7. 

FILTBB  No.  8. 

Datb  — 18»8. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

Jane    1, 

3,200 

- 

- 

- 

90 

0 

11 

0 

2, 

4,400 

19 

20 

0 

16 

0 

7 

0 

3, 

3,100 

47 

52 

0 

88 

0 

80 

0 

4. 

0,400 

5 

12 

0 

38 

0 

144 

0 

6. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

e. 

2,100 

5 

10 

0 

18 

0 

14 

0 

7. 

5,000 

17 

43 

0 

9 

0 

10 

0 

8. 

8,300 

S7 

10 

0 

60 

0 

4 

0 

9. 

5,000 

14 

12 

0 

45 

0 

7 

0 

10, 

6,700 

14 

21 

0 

24 

0 

70 

0 

11. 

14,100 

8 

27 

0 

22 

0 

8 

0 

12, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13, 

6,800 

18 

16 

0 

24 

0 

17 

0 

M. 

14,000 

80 

16 

0 

22 

0 

10 

0 

15, 

11,800 

218 

28 

0 

26 

0 

67 

0 

1«.      . 

11,800 

- 

30 

0 

20 

0 

14 

0 

17,      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

18,      . 

12,200 

28 

21 

0 

19 

0 

21 

0 

1».      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

20, 

3,100 

72 

11 

0 

29 

0 

19 

0 

21.      . 

4,800 

110 

22 

0 

88 

0 

28 

0 

22,      , 

7,400 

79 

24 

0 

44 

0 

57 

0 

23.      . 

10,100 

62 

44 

0 

22 

0 

20 

0 

24.      . 

11,600 

28 

27 

0 

23 

0 

12 

0 

26.      . 

16,900 

- 

18 

0 

82 

0 

20 

0 

26,      , 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

27.      . 

1,800 

5 

20 

0 

78 

0 

15 

0 

28,      . 

4,000 

- 

18 

0 

83 

0 

8 

0 

29,      . 

9,700 

80 

80 

0 

22 

0 

10 

0 

30,      . 

2,800 

14 

12 

0 

42 

0 

12 

0 

Arerage 

.      • 

7,484 

42 

23 

- 

38 

• 

28 

- 

Jane  1,  Filter  No.  8  ecraped.    June  12,  Altera  drained,  canal  drawn  off.    Jane  19,  Altera  drainadi 
eanal  drawn  off.    June  26,  Altera  drained,  canal  drawn  off. 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc? 


Sitmber  ofBacUria  and  B.  Colt  Communit  in  Water  allied  to  and  Effluents  frot^ 
-Fitter*  Nos.  3   7  and  8. 


— - 

0«AI  W*«^ 

f,l™no.j. 

irn.TUSo.7.         .        Ti^™Ko.A 

Dii.-lS»». 

B-clerin. 

B-Coll. 

fiKl.ri.1. 

B.CoU. 

ButnlL 

1.COU.    ll  B«««. 

B.Coa. 

JtJ,  1. 

(^ 

» 

n 

70 

11 

3. 

3,»00 

B 

It 

» 

0 

11 

a, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i. 

3,Hn 

0 

IT 

41 

la 

B, 
9. 

1,700 

^40o 

IlrfOO 

u 

0 

1«4 

10 
« 

to 

» 

to 

10. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

u. 

s^aoo 

Tt 

m 

34 

44 

«. 

I.OIW 

at 

ts 

14 

10 

u. 

n»o 

K 

u 

43 

17 

1*. 

*,*» 

I» 

ai 

ao 

0 

11 

M, 

u^soo 

m 

84 

so 

- 

31 

". 

B,«0 

ITl 

34 

IB 

0 

20 

". 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

u, 

S.800 

41 

311 

- 

M. 

t.300 

U 

14 

ar 

0                > 

SO, 

^Ko 

48 

e 

at 

0                     g 

11. 

*,BO0 

in 

a 

18 

0 

B 

2». 

*.*oo 

- 

> 

IB 

B 

a, 

6.00O 

»* 

12 

" 

" 

» 

». 

ipSM 

li 

- 

J 

0     :      0 

s«. 

1,009 

SI 

57 

■m 

0        '         10 

»7, 

i,tM 

a 

i1 

IT 

0                It 

0 

«. 

1,100 

TS 

S3 

B 

D                     i 

», 

a,ooo 

13 

K 

0 

11 

0                  E 

BO. 

*,T00 

- 

IB 

M 

IB 

St, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Avmg..      . 

8,18* 

OS 

IB 

- 

BO 

- 

« 

jDiri> 
euul  dnwD 

Ddu 

FLlwr  No 
Hi  fllwn  dr 

g«np<d 
■iDtd. 

JnlflB, 

lunSoa 

TudS» 

npod.   J 

IT  1,4. 10 

17.M.tt 

o.  34.] 
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umber  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluents  from 

Filters  Nos.  3,  7  and  8. 


Caval 

Watbb. 

FiLTXB  No.  8. 

PiLTBX  No.  7. 

FiLTXB  No.  8. 

DATS- IMS. 

Bacteria. 

B.  Coll. 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.ColL 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

igust     1, 

2,600 

- 

10 

0 

18 

0 

36 

0 

2. 

2,000 

- 

0 

0 

IT 

0 

19 

0 

8,         . 

3,100 

78 

16 

0 

16 

0 

8 

0 

4, 

6,600 

42 

7 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

5.         . 

8,700 

280 

12 

0 

8 

0 

41 

0 

6. 

8,700 

188 

11 

0 

9 

0 

19 

0 

7, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8.         . 

2,200 

108 

8 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«, 

1,900 

86 

40 

0 

21 

0 

20 

1 

10. 

5.800 

67 

1 

6 

0 

28 

0 

26 

0 

11. 

4,600 

430      ! 

17 

0 

82 

0 

80 

1 

12, 

18,300 

211 

7 

0 

26 

1 

8 

1 

18.         . 

8,600 

43 

10 

0 

i 

J 

83 

0 

12 

0 

14. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16,         . 

1,800 

22 

18 

0      1 

17 

0 

8 

0 

16. 

11,600 

97 

T 

0 

16 

0 

8 

0 

IT. 

9,000 

164      j 

4 

0       1 

26 

0 

10 

0 

18.        .. 

13.600 

136      1 

1 

9 

0 

12 

0 

6 

0 

19.         . 

8,800 

489 

t 

3 

0 

16 

0 

9 

0 

20.         . 

6,800 

118      , 

6 

0 

16 

0 

!          8 

0 

21. 

- 

1 

- 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M.         . 

2,400 

1 
46 

4 

1 

0 

16 

0 

1          9 

0 

23. 

2,200 

84 

4 

0 

16 

0 

3 

0 

24.         . 

18,600 

44      1 

14 

0        1 

88 

0 

6 

0 

26, 

18,600 

14 

24 

0        , 

21 

0 

13 

0 

26.         . 

6,800 

830 

29 

0 

■ 

21 

0 

28 

1 

0 

27,         . 

2,000 

21      '■ 

7 

0        { 

16 

0 

:    11 

1 

0 

28,         . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

29,         . 

1,400 

28 

1 

36 

0 

21 

0 

!         6 

1 

0 

ao. 

700 

16 

6 

0     ! 

10 

0 

8 

0 

»1, 

2,900 

10 

12 

0     ! 

13 

0 

6 

0 

Avenge, 

6,829 

123 

12 

1 

- 

18 

1 

1 

14 

- 

August  8  and  23,  filters  Nos.  7  and  8  scraped.    August  23,  Filter  No.  8  scraped.    August  7,  canal 
iwn  off  and  filters  drained. 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Number  oj  SacUria  and  B.  Coli  Communit  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effiumtafnm 

FiUers  Sos.  3,  7  and  8. 


1     r««W««. 

ru.t..Ko.  a. 

F.I.™.  So. ;. 

PlLTumKoi. 

B.«^ 

B-Coli, 

B«.^ 

^c^,. 

B«t*iu. 

B.C«L 

BHUrU. 

B-Coll 

«.   . 

3,       - 
«.       ■ 
«,       . 
«,       . 

1,       . 

a.    . 
•.     . 

10.  . 

11.  . 

M,      . 
U.      . 

14.  . 

15,  . 
IB,      . 
11,      . 
19.      . 
H,      . 

21.      . 

Si.      . 

a.     . 

u,     . 

26.       . 

^        M.       . 

M,      . 

I.8« 
1.900 

8,100 
8.B00 

(.TOO 

MOO 

I1.W0 
1.1W0 

0,000 
3»,no 
M,™ 
is^soo 
iB,m 

S.O00 

>,«ao 
M,goo 

M.TOO 

n,m 

B,«tO 
9,600 

aij 
w 

« 

300 
106 

190 
1.086 
MI 

au 

ua 
ni 

70 

10 

U 

4 

69 

lOS 
41 

su 

M 
20 
IS 

Jll 

ICI 

11 

uo 
lu 

a 
m 

li 

S7 

14 
16 

a 

3 
10 

SO 
30 

a 

39 

20 

0 

1 

a 

1 

0 

Avtnie.      . 

9,8» 

_jl'_ 

« 

IS 

- 

'• 

- 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Colt  Communie  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluent!  from 

Ftltert  Noa.  3,  7  and  8. 


CkHtAL  WATBB. 

FiLTsm  Vo.  8. 

1       FlLTms  Ho.  7. 

FILTBB  No.  8. 

DATS  — IMS. 

BftcterlA. 

B.CoU. 

Bactwla. 

B.OoU. 

1 

Bacteria. 

B.Ooll. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Oetoborl,  . 

6,800 

20 

29 

0 

• 

1 

0 

- 

- 

2,   .       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8,    .        . 

4,000 

5 

25 

0 

10 

0 

- 

- 

4.    .        . 

1,900 

3 

28 

0 

8 

0 

- 

- 

5.    .        . 

15,500 

240 

27 

0 

10 

0 

- 

- 

«.    .        . 

18,500 

185 

44 

0 

18 

0 

107 

1 

7.   .       . 

19,700 

580 

44 

0 

12 

0 

864 

1 

8,    .        . 

12,900 

- 

82 

0 

18 

0 

154 

0 

».    .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10,   .        . 

16,700 

5 

« 

0 

'       U 

0 

70 

0 

11,    .        . 

36,400 

18 

28 

1 

51 

0 

54 

1 

12,    .        . 

8,400 

85 

8 

0 

16 

- 

28 

0 

18,    .        . 

15,800 

66 

6 

• 

0 

109 

0 

40 

0 

14,    .        . 

6,600 

14 

9 

0 

161 

0 

26 

0 

15,    .        . 

10,800 

41 

11 

1 

194 

0 

21 

0 

10,    .       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

IT,    .       . 

5,400 

8 

18 

0 

51 

0 

12 

0 

18,    . 

8,600 

0 

18 

0 

41 

1 

1 

12 

0 

19,    .        . 

6,200 

0 

6 

0 

20 

0 

15 

0 

20.    .        . 

8,500 

28 

8 

0 

'        43 

> 

1 

8 

0 

21.    .        . 

7,100 

8 

49 

0 

14 

0 

9 

0 

22,    .       . 

;       6,500 

15 

66 

0 

14 

0 

10 

0 

23.    .       . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

24,    .        . 

5,800 

2 

22 

0 

20 

0 

17 

0 

25,    .        . 

6,400 

24 

81 

0 

9 

0 

17 

1 

26,    .        . 

2,900 

22 

18 

0 

10 

0 

12 

0 

27,    .        . 

6,000 

12 

22 

0 

11 

1 

6 

0 

28,    .        . 

8.800 

7 

14 

0 

15 

0 

26 

0 

29,    .       . 

5,200 

0 

15 

1 

16 

1 

56 

0 

30,    .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^ 

- 

- 

- 

81,    .       . 

8,700 

- 

8 

1 

30 

0 

10 

0 

Averftfe. 

9.106 

51 

23 

- 

85 

- 

49 

- 

October  20,  Filter  No.  8  acraped.    October  12,  Filter  No.  7  apaded  to  depth  of  6  inehea.   October  5, 
jniter  No.  8  icraped  and  apaded  to  depth  of  6  Inchea.    October  30,  canal  drawn  off  and  flltert  drained. 


508 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Number  o/Baeteria  and  B.  Coli  Communii  in  Water  applied  to  and  Effluents fnm 

Filters  Nos.  3,  7  and  8. 


Caval  Watsb. 

FlLTBB  No.  8. 

FiLTBB  No.  7. 

FILTBK  No.  & 

1 

DATS- IMS. 

Bftcterte. 

B.C0IL 

BaeterU. 

B.C0II. 

1 

Bacteria. 

1 

B.O0U. 

Bacteria. 

B.OdL 

NoyemlMr  1, 

5,800 

20 

12 

0 

26 

0 

15 

1 

2,      . 

4,400 

8 

11 

0 

28 

0 

27 

1 

8,      . 

4«400 

21 

11 

0 

16 

0 

84 

0 

*.      . 

0.100 

183 

12 

0 

20 

0 

1        ^ 

0 

».      . 

2,900 

216 

28 

0 

110 

1 

39 

1 

1 

«•      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

T,      . 

2,000 

57 

10 

1 

0 

10 

0 

!          8 

0 

8.      . 

4,600 

74 

16 

0 

24 

1 

i        " 

0 

».      . 

1,800 

70 

6 

0        i 

22 

0 

10 

0 

10,      . 

1,100 

89 

6 

0 

16 

1 

13 

0 

11,      . 

.8,100 

45 

6 

0 

81 

0 

1        21 

1 

0 

12.      . 

8,100 

10 

67 

0 

85 

0 

2S 

0 

18.      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14.      . 

5^ 

14 

05 

1 

0 

48 

0 

42 

0 

16,      . 

8,000 

10 

85 

0 

12 

0 

31 

0 

W,      . 

2,800 

60 

59 

1 

22 

1 

44 

0 

17,      . 

5.900 

16 

57 

1 

15 

0 

21 

1 

0 

18.      . 

4,800 

20 

34 

0 

18 

0 

1          9 

0 

w.     . 

5,500 

24      ' 

22 

0 

9 

0 

17 

0 

20,      . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«.       . 
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26 

- 

t 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22.      . 

6,100 

9 

35 

0 

40 

0 

6 

0 

28.       . 

4,300 

12 

11 

0 

26 

0 

18 

1 

0 

24,       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

,!       - 

- 

25,       . 

4,800 

38 

27 

0 

21 

0 

22 

1 

0 

26,       . 

2.100 

36 

11 

1 

16 

0 

'         IS 

0 

27,       . 

- 

- 

- 

;' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28,       . 

3.400 

33 

32 

1 

22 

0 

2J 

0 

29.       . 

8,100 

83 

34 

0 

1 

18 

0 

:l       27 

1 

0 

30.       . 

2,100 

30 

11 

1 

1 

20 

0 

,        21 

0 

Avenge. 

4,132 

44 

" 

26 

- 

on 

- 

NoTember  4.  Filter  No.  7  acraped.    November  21,  Filter  No.  8  scraped.    November  6  and  20,  c«d»I 
drawn  off  and  Altera  drained. 
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imber  o/BaeUria  and  B.  (Mi  Communi$  in  Water  oppKuf  to  and  EffluerUsfrom 
Filters  Nos.  $   7  and  8. 
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8.000 

30 

131 

11. 

10 

•,     ■ 
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11 
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so 

10 
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«a 

u 

u 

14.     . 
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10 
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IS 
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34 

IS 
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!.:oo 

40 
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4fl 

t> 

J8,     . 

3.»» 

s.aoo 

1 

81 

04 

31 

IS.     . 

- 

- 

as.    . 

- 

. 

, 

. 

IT,      . 

2.000 

n 

u 

110 

n 

M.     . 

(1.300 

13 

M 

» 

s»,    . 
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T 

10 
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11 

so,    . 

1.M0 

84 

70 

to 

T 

31.     . 
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as 

M 

s> 

M 

Anngt.       . 
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3D 

08 

- 

" 

- 
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[Puu  p«r  IQO.OOO.] 
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Effluent  of 

[Parte 


FiUer  No. 

per  100,000.] 


8  A. 


QuanUty 

of 
Effluent 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Dally. 

TKMrsmATUBX. 

Dao.  F. 

«      Color. 

AjfMoarzA. 

6 
i 

S 

.21 

KITIOOBV 
AB 

Oxygen 

Consumed. 

-.8 
i'i 

1^ 

1898. 

• 
%m 

< 

a 
o 

a 

84 

• 

Albu- 
minoid. 

• 

S 

• 

1 

g5 

Bacterls 
Cubic    C 
meter. 

January, . 

2,644,000 

1 
40 

.0008 

.0082 

.088 

.0002 

.80 

78.2 

81 

February, 

2,800,000 

34 

84 

.83 

.0007 

.0086 

.22 

.028 

.0000 

.81 

77.0 

20 

Mareh,     . 

2,«77.000 

84 

84 

.81 

.0006 

.0080 

.26 

.081 

.0000 

.26 

81.1 

16 

April, 

2,676,000 

44 

44 

.80 

.0028 

.0090 

.20 

.027 

.0000 

.80 

68.8 

14 

May,        .       . 

1,970,000 

60 

66 

.28 

.0018 

.0072 

.16 

.048 

.0000 

.27 

66.4 

18 

June, 

2,610,000 

70 

70 

.27 

.0016 

.0060 

.16 

.080 

.0000 

.82 

28.2 

26 

July, 

2,280,000 

74 

74 

.16 

.0018 

.0070 

.27 

.082 

.0000 

.10 

8.1 

16 

Angnet,   . 

2,817,000 

76 

76 

.28 

.0014 

.0086 

.24 

.026 

.0000 

.82 

14.6 

14 

September, 

2,478,000 

07 

70 

.20 

.0008 

.0088 

.24 

.080 

.0000 

.26 

16.6 

10 

October,  . 

8,872,000 

66 

64 

.60 

.0014 

.0140 

.27 

.021 

.0000 

.66 

60.8 

40 

Noyember, 

8,218,000 

46 

46 

.40 

.0012 

.0122 

.22 

.022 

.0000 

.46 

76.8 

22 

December, 

2,080,000 

84 

86 

.84 
.81 

.0014 

.0008 

.17 
.22 

.024 

.0000 

.87 

86.6 

28 

Average,  . 

2,008,000 

62 

62 

.0012 

.0004 

.080 

.0000 

.83 

63.7 

« 

Effluent  of  FiUer  No.  7  A. 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


QuanUty 

of 
Effluent 

Gallons 

per  Acre 

Daily. 

TaUPBRATDBX. 

Dao.  F. 

i 

AirirosriA. 

a 

i 
S 

1 

1 

.21 

KXTBOOBN 
A8 

Ox>-gen 

Consumed. 

Per  Cent  of  Dis- 
solved Oxygen. 

1898. 

1        ^ 

< 

r 

;g      Effluent. 

i 

Albu- 
minoid. 

• 

Baeteria 
Cubic    C 
meter. 

January, . 

2,710,000 

40 

.82  ! 

.0010 

.0082  , 

.080 

.0002 

.81 

79.9 

86 

February, 

2,423,000 

84 

86 

.82 

.0008 

.0068 

.28 

.041 

.0000 

.29 

81.8 

81 

Mareh.     .       . 

1,496,000 

84 

84 

1 

.81 

.0006 

.0082 

.26 

.029 

.0000 

.26 

79.6 

22 

April,      . 

2,68^000 

44 

44 

.80 

.0018 

.0068 

.20 

.026 

.0000 

.81 

70.1 

28 

May,        .       . 

2,898,000 

66 

66 

.20 

.0017 

.0084 

.16 

.084 

.0000 

.82 

66.6 

21 

June, 

2,679,000 

70 

70 

.29 

.0012 

.0092 

.16 

.086 

.0000 

.84 

19.0 

83 

Jnly,       .       . 

2,876.000 

74 

74 

.16 

.0022 

.0076 

.27 

.029 

.0010 

.20 

8.8 

3D 

Angnst,  . 

2,260,000 

76 

76 

.29 

.0017 

.0096 

.26 

.026 

.0000 

.83 

12.8 

18 

September, 

8,422,000 

67 

70 

.22 

.0014 

.0098 

.26 

.081 

.0000 

.27 

19.0 

88 

October,  . 

8,737,000  1 

66 

63 

.61 

.0018 

.0167 

.27 

.020 

.0000 

.61 

61.8 

36 

November, 

2,446,000 

46 

46 

.46 

.0018 

.0121 

.22 

.022 

.0000 

.46 

77.2 

26 

Deoember, 

2,884,000 

84 

86 

.86 
.82 

.0016 

.0096 

.17 
.22 

.028 

.0000 

.87 

86.1 
62.9 

71 

Average,  . 

2,672,000 

62 

62 

.0018 

.0097 

.029 

.0001 

.34 

82 
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Filters  Nos.  68  and  69. 

These  two  filters  have  each  contained  during  1898  approximately 
40  inches  in  depth  of  sand  of  an  effective  size  of  0.23  millimeter. 
To  each  of  the  filters  has  been  applied  a  polluted  water,  containing 
more  organic  matter  than  the  river  water  and  many  more  bacteria ; 
this  water  being  filtered  river  water  to  which  a  certain  volume  of 
sewage  has  been  added.  During  the  year,  this  applied  water  has 
contained  an  average  of  43,842  bacteria  of  all  kinds  per  cubic  cen- 
timeter and  595  B.  coU  per  cubic  centimeter.  This  water,  although 
containing  more  organic  matter  than  the  river  water  applied  to  the 
Lawrence  city  filter  and  to  the  remainder  of  the  experimental  filters 
at  the  station,  having  passed  through  one  filter,  has  been  freed  to  a 
great  extent  of  the  silt,  or  clay  and  sand,  which  is  largely  the 
material  which  clogs  the  surface  of  water  filters.  Owing  to  this, 
both  of  these  filters  have  teen  operated  throughout  the  year  with- 
out the  removal  of  any  material  from  their  surfaces,  an  occasional 
raking  being  all  that  was  necessary,  when  the  sur£EU>es  were  clogged, 
to  put  them  again  into  a  condition  to  allow  water  to  pass  through 
freely.  Owing  also  to  the  removal  of  this  silt  from  the  water  be- 
fore its  application  to  these  two  filters,  the  bacterial  results  obtained 
from  them  have  been  less  favorable  than  they  would  have  been  if 
water  containing  silt  had  been  applied. 

From  January  1  to  April  14  the  rate  of  operation  of  each  filter 
was  2,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily.  Filter  No.  68  was  operated 
continuously  during  this  period  and  Filter  No.  69  intermittently. 
During  this  time  B,  coli  were  found,  in  varying  numbers,  in  the 
eflluent  of  Filter  No.  68  in  38  of  the  108  samples  examined  for  this 
bacillus ;  and  in  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  69  in  50  of  the  108 
samples  examined.  The  bacterial  efficiency,  calculated  upon  the 
removal  of  bacteria  of  all  kinds,  was,  during  this  period,  99.79  per 
cent,  for  Filter  No.  68  and  99.65  per  cent,  for  Filter  No.  69. 

From  July  18  to  December  31,  inclusive.  Filter  No.  68  was  oper- 
ated intermittently  at  an  average  rate  of  about  1,500,000  gallons  per 
acre  daily.  During  this  period  B,  coli  were  found  in  the  effluent 
in  42  of  the  132  samples  examined  for  this  germ.  From  April 
15  to  December  31,  inclusive.  Filter  No.  69  was  operated  con- 
tinuously at  a  rate  approximating  2,300,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 
During  this  time  B.  coZ*  were  found  in  90  of  the  184  samples  exam- 
ined.    During  the  entire  year  30  per  cent,  of  the  samples  from 
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Filter  No.  68  contained  B.  coli  and  44  per  cent,  of  the  samples 

from  Filter  No.  69. 

Daring  the  first  five  months  of  the  year  the  effluents  from  these 
two  filters  were  applied  to  Filter  No.  90,  containing  4  feet  in 
depth  of  sand  of  an  efl^ective  size  of  0.23  millimeter.  Owing  to 
the  fact  that  all  the  organic  matter  in  suspension  as  well  as  the  silt 
had  been  removed  from  the  water  before  reaching  the  surface  of 
Filter  No.  90,  containing  sand  of  the  same  degree  of  fineness  as 
filters  Nos.  68  and  69,  the  effluent  of  this  secondary  filter  was  but 
little  better,  from  a  bacterial  point  of  view,  than  the  effluents  ap- 
plied to  it ;  the  bacterial  efficiency,  reckoned  upon  total  numbers  of 
bacteria  removed,  l^eing  somewhat  greater  when  calculated  against 
the  bacteria  in  the  water  applied  to  filters  Nos.  68  and  69,  but, 
nevertheless,  42  per  cent,  of  the  samples  of  effluent  examined  con- 
tained B.  coli.  The  surface  of  this  filter  did  not  become  clogged 
during  its  period  of  operation  in  1898  and  was  neither  scraped  nor 
raked.  The  average  rate  of  operation  of  the  filter  was  3,528,000 
gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  it  was  discontinued  May  14. 

Upon  April  23,  Filter  No.  109  was  put  in  operation.  This  filter 
contains  the  same  depth  of  sand  as  Filter  No.  90,  but  the  sand  is 
of  a  much  finer  grade,  having  an  eflective  size  of  0.14  millimeter. 
To  this  filter,  canal  water  was  applied  from  April  23  to  May  15,  in- 
clusive, and  from  May  16  to  July  17  the  same  water  as  applied  to 
filters  Nos.  68  and  69.  This  was  done  in  order  to  cause  a  deposit 
of  organic  matter  upon  the  sand  grains  in  the  upper  portion  of  this 
filter.  From  July  18  to  December  31,  inclusive,  the  filter  received 
the  effluents  of  filters  Nos.  68  and  69.  From  August  1  to  De- 
cember 31,  inclusive,  only  9  of  the  102  samples  examined  for  B, 
coli  contained  this  germ,  and  the  bacterial  efficiency,  calculated 
upon  the  bacteria  present  in  the  water  applied  to  filters  Nos.  68 
and  69,  was  99.90  per  cent.  The  average  rate  of  filtration  main- 
tained was  2,769,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  its  surface  did 
not  become  clogged  and  hence  was  not  scraped  or  raked  during 
the  period  from  August  1  to  December  31. 

Determinations  of  the  percentage  of  oxygen  dissolved,  in  the 
polluted  water  applied  to  filters  Nos.  68  and  69  and  in  the  effluents 
of  these  two  filters,  have  been  made  on  many  of  the  days  of  the 
year.  Tables  giving  the  results  of  these  examinations  are  given 
on  pages  528  and  529.  It  will  be  seen  from  an  examination  of 
these  tables  that  the  amount  present  in  the  applied  water  was  not  dc- 


514 


STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


creased  during  the  passage  of  the  water  through  the  filters  when  they 
were  operated  intermittently,  owing  to  the  additional  volume  of  air 
introduced  into  the  body  of  the  filter  each  day,  by  the  daily  freeing 
of  the  surface  of  the  filter  from  water.  With  continuous  operation 
of  the  filters,  moreover,  the  oxygen  was  not  perceptibly  reduced  dur- 
ing cold  weather.  During  warm  weather  the  amount  present  in  the 
eflluent  of  Filter  Xo.  69,  then  being  operated  continuously,  was  very 
small ;  but  its  entire  absence  was  noted  on  only  one  occasion,  and 
the  "total"  bacterial  results  were  equal  to  those  obtained  from  the 
intermittent  filter,  but  B.  colt  appeared  in  the  efllueut  more  frequently 
and  in  greater  numbers  than  in  the  effluent  of  the  intermittent  filters. 
The  difference  in  the  B,  coli  results  would  probably  have  been  much 
more  pronounced  also  than  the  tables  show,  if  Filter  No.  68  had  l)een 
in  operation  during  the  period  from  May  15  to  July  18,  as  it  took 
this  filter  some  days  to  get  into  good  working  condition  aft«r  l)eing 
put  in  operation  again  on  July  18. 


Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  applied  Water  and  Effluents  of 

Filters  Nos.  68,  69  and  90, 


Date-  1899. 

1 

CAVA.L  WaTKK  fob 

F1LTKB8  N08.  68  AKD  69. 

Filter  No.  68. 

FXLTBK  No.  69. 

FiLTKB  No.  90. 

1 

1 

Bacteria. . 

B.  Coll.     ! 

Bacteria. 

B.CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria 

B.C0U. 

Janaary  1, 

2.     . 
8,      . 

102,600 

610 

213 

4 

182 

4 

68 

I 

69.600 

616 

122 

2 

318 

6 

79 

1 

4,      . 

44,800 

350 

99 

0 

163 

1 

76 

0 

6,      . 

108,700 

704 

228 

2 

1,657 

44 

69 

0 

6.      . 

69,700 

728 

99 

0 

262 

4 

79 

1 

7.      . 

38,000 

370 

i          13 

0 

186 

2 

60 

0 

8.      . 
9, 
10, 

166.000 

226 

;        103 

0 

113 

4 

46 

0 

136.200 

270 

63 

0 

160 

^ 

61 

0 

11,      . 

162,600 

100 

186 

8 

156 

6 

67 

1 

12,      . 

62,700 

676 

66 

0 

169 

• 

72 

1 

13,      . 

27.700 

046 

130 

1 

87 

2 

78 

1 

14,      . 

66,000 

660 

96 

0 

80 

0 

48 

I 

15, 

17,000 

420 

i        118 

0 

126 

3 

69 

0 

18, 

— 

— 

1            - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

17,      . 

. 

— 

;      186 

4 

162 

6 

81 

1 

18,      . 

140,400 

280 

96 

0 

126 

6 

117 

1 

19;      . 

40,000 

100 

102 

0 

71 

0 

6S 

0 

20,      . 

80,400 

634 

112 

0 

100 

4 

61 

1 

21,      . 

100.000 

896 

136 

0 

108 

7 

46 

0 

22. 

130,200 

104 

112 

0 

62 

0 

41 

0 

23,      . 

- 

- 

1            _ 

<- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

24,      . 

64.600 

62 

101 

0 

378 

3 

81 

1 

26,      . 

77,500 

176 

111 

0 

60 

0 

63 

0 

26, 

99,600 

330 

109 

0 

88 

0 

48 

0 

27, 

119.600 

1,225 

106 

1 

114 

0 

47 

0 

28, 

173,400 

1.016 

124 

0 

126 

2 

67 

0 

29. 

167,600 

290 

86 

0 

118 

3 

40 

0 

30, 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

• 

31. 

79,600 

370 

196 

2 

182 

1 

0 

58 

1 

1    1 

ATerage, 

»              • 

02,760 

468 

1 

1        123 

1 

- 

204 

1 

- 

1"             ■     "       ■■ 

63 

JaDuary  6,  Filter  No.  69  raked  1  loch.    January  12,  Filter  No.  68  raked  1  inch. 
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umber  of  Bacteria  and  B.  CoK  Communit  in  applied  Water  and  Effluents  of 

Fillers  Nos.  68,  69  and  90. 


Canal  Watkb  fob       i 

FlLTKBI  N08.  68  AMD  69. 

Filter  No.  68. 

1 

FlLTBB  No.  68. 

FlLTBB  No.  90. 

I>ATB— 189S. 

1 

Bacteria. 

li.  Coll. 

Bacteria. 

B.  Coll. 

'  Bacteria. 

i 

B.CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

jrnary   1|  . 

99,000 

780 

112 

0 

'           87 

0 

88 

0 

2.  .        . 

78.400 

424 

1 

370 

0 

1           67 

0 

86 

0 

8,  .        . 

66,500 

400      1 

109 

0 

1          109 

0 

64 

4.  .        . 

43,800 

140    ; 

192 

2 

1           ^ 

0 

66 

1 

6..       . 

44,600 

1^11    i 

1 

267 

0 

128 

0 

42 

0 

«.  .       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7,  .       . 

66,600 

824 

109 

0 

70 

0 

47 

0 

8.  .       . 

164,700 

270 

107 

0 

70 

0 

48 

0 

«.  .        . 

129,800 

466 

414 

0 

84 

0 

68 

0 

10,  . 

162,600 

128 

464 

24 

1           T* 

0 

66 

1 

11.  .        . 

164.800 

666 

660 

1 

!         104 

1 

80 

1 

12,.        . 

103.700 

460      1 

1 

480 

0 

20 

0 

68 

0 

18,.        . 

- 

-      1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14.  .        . 

100,400 

288      1 

170 

0 

1         212 

0 

00 

1 

16,.        . 

24,000 

6 

112 

0 

86 

0 

68 

0 

16,.        . 

67,200 

892      1 

164 

0 

124 

1 

66 

1 

17,.        . 

64.600 

462 

840 

0 

4.030 

1 

686 

1 

18,  . 

102,800 

696      ! 

106 

0 

840 

0 

116 

0 

10,  .       . 

126.500 

- 

106 

- 

470 

- 

141 

1 

20,.       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21.  .        . 

66,200 

1 

186 

- 

199 

- 

109 

0 

22,.        . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28,.        . 

63.000 

«,   1 

166 

0 

198 

0 

102 

0 

24,  .        . 

67,200 

430 

229 

0 

162 

0 

77 

0 

26,  .        . 

74,400 

808      , 

142 

0 

172 

1 

0 

•  82 

0 

26,.        . 

66,700 

190      , 

840 

0 

60 

0 

66 

0 

27..        . 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

28,  .        . 

49,600 

416 

92 

0 

'          106 

0 

80 

1 

Avenge, . 

83.639 

417 

234 

i         882 

- 

102 

- 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Colt  Communis  in  applied  Water  and  Effluents  tf 

FOUrs  Nos.  68,  60  and  90. 


DAn-189S. 

Caval  Watbb  roB 

FlLTBM  Nos.  88  AND  60. 

FlLTSB  No.  68. 

FlLTBB  No.  68. 

FII.TBB  No.  90. 

Bacteria. 

B.  Coll. 

Bacteria. 

B.  CoU. 

Bacteria. 

B.O0IL 

Bacteria. 

B.C0IL 

Mareh   1, 

82,000 

480 

88 

0 

06 

0 

64 

0 

s. 

41,900 

672 

74 

0 

82 

0 

60 

0 

«• 

104.800 

888 

60 

0 

64 

0 

88 

0 

4. 

134.600 

076 

61 

0 

187 

0 

61 

0 

6. 
7, 

720,000 

680 

68 

0 

80 

0 

87 

0 

88.900 

406 

02 

0 

64 

0 

71 

8, 

41.000 

4.188 

62 

0 

74 

0 

66 

». 

16.000 

- 

228 

6 

86 

0 

68 

10. 

80,400 

677 

186 

1 

88 

0 

68 

11. 

02.000 

27 

288 

0 

71 

0 

70 

H, 

184.800 

481 

124 

0 

103 

0 

141 

18, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14, 

06,700 

178 

08 

0 

862 

8 

M 

18. 

66.600 

870 

218 

4 

900 

T 

121 

18, 

30.000 

668 

180 

2 

148 

8 

06 

17.        . 

3^900 

1.164 

208 

6 

804 

14 

818 

18.        . 

50,400 

838 

100 

2     i 

162 

2 

70 

w.     . 

03.000 

781 

93 

0 

60 

1 

40 

r 
1 

20.        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21, 

39.700 

476 

116 

0     1 

Ill 

3 

81 

0 

22,        . 

66,900 

474 

61 

1 

126 

1 

66            I 

1 

23,        . 

36,000 

636 

63 

2 

54 

2 

87      '      0 

24,        . 

89,200 

504 

55 

1 

66 

3 

47            0 

25,        . 

86,400 

692      ! 

61 

2      ! 

1 

67 

2 

04            1 

26,        . 

37.600 

618 

88 

0 

48 

0 

46 

1 

27,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

28.        . 

20.800 

480      ' 

1 

86 

4 

73 

1      1 

1 

72 

1 

29.        . 

114.700 

424      ' 

134 

1 

80 

0     t 

1 

01 

I 

30.        . 

18.500 

440      1 

1 

642 

22 

21 

1      . 

132 

I 

81.        . 

82,800 

640 

1 

195 

0 

19 

1 

92 

1 

Average. . 

83,607 

700 

126 

107 

- 

83 

\o.  34.] 
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'umber  of  Baderia  and  B.  Colt  Communia  in  applied  Water  and  EffluenU  of 

FiUers  Nos.  68,  69  and  90. 


W  .  ^^             4  Mktf^^ 

Canal  Watm  foe 
FiLTSKB  Nos.  68  AND  69. 

FiLTM  Kg.  68. 

FlLTBK  Ko.  60. 

FiLTBB  No.  90. 

Datb— 189S« 

1 

Bacteria. 

B.  Coll. 

Bacteria. 

B.  Cotl. 

Bacteria. 

B.  Coll. 

Bactaria. 

B.  CoU. 

pril  1,  . 

29.200 

1.060 

222 

4 

135 

1 

130 

1 

2,  . 

28.600 

663 

821 

12 

812 

32 

139 

1 

8,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4.  . 

21.100 

724 

760 

82 

206 

8 

180 

1 

6.  . 

16.700 

747 

194 

16 

122 

6 

M 

1 

«,  . 

26.000 

639 

98 

0 

56 

8 

185 

1 

7.  . 

10.600 

700 

138 

26 

84 

8 

T2 

1 

8,.       . 

22,200 

406 

110 

3 

75 

1 

80 

1 

«.  . 

20.000 

36 

65 

0 

66 

0 

82 

0 

10,  . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11.  . 

28,000 

200 

60 

1 

48 

2 

81 

1 

12.  . 

18.000 

130 

20 

1 

- 

0 

24 

1 

IS,  .       . 

24.200 

816 

47 

0 

186 

0 

58 

1 

14,  . 

20.900 

216 

60 

0 

78 

0 

84 

0 

15,  . 

26.700 

- 

48 

0 

822 

67 

15 

0 

le, . 

81.000 

827 

46 

12 

860 

5 

140 

0 

17,  .       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

^ 

- 

- 

- 

18,.       . 

18.500 

- 

179 

5 

115 

0 

48 

0 

19..       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

».  . 

26,400 

298 

167 

0 

86 

0 

60 

1 

21.  .       , 

25.700 

- 

186 

56 

- 

44 

0 

22,  . 

.17,800 

- 

206 

- 

84 

- 

44 

0 

28.. 

18.600 

666 

84 

0 

86 

0 

81 

0      , 

24,  .        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26,  .        , 

11.900 

140 

51 

0 

50 

0 

80 

0 

26,  .        . 

11.900 

640 

124 

1 

74 

0 

48 

2 

27..       . 

13.600 

600 

83 

0 

135 

0 

74 

1 

28..       . 

48.700 

596 

102 

0 

160 

0 

67 

0 

29,  .        , 

14.800 

840 

95 

4 

49 

0 

56 

0 

80.  . 

13.800 

799 

286 

1 

3 

76 

0 

77 

0 

Ayenge, . 

21.600 

505 

147 

1 
1 

122 

71 

April  6,  Filter  No.  68  raked.    April  14,  Filter  No.  69  raked.    April  15.  ratea  of  flltera  Nob.  68  and  69 
sreaaed  to  3.000.000;  69  to  mn  continaonsly. 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  applied  Water  and  Effluent*  of 

Filters  Nos.  68,  69,  90  and  109. 


■ 

Caval  Watbb  fob 

FiLTaaa  Nos.  68,  69, 

AVD  109. 

1 

\  FiLTaa  No.  68. 

1 

FILTBR  No.  69. 

FiLTsm  Mo.  90. 

FII.TBB  So.  108. 

Datb. 

18t8. 

1 

1 

t 

• 

« 

i 

• 

1 

• 
• 

■ 

a 

& 

1 

May    1,       . 

21,000 

212 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2.       . 

21.000 

212 

84 

0 

22 

0 

120 

0 

- 

- 

8,       . 

17,800 

- 

68 

- 

90 

- 

48 

- 

- 

- 

4,        . 

27,100 

- 

52 

- 

265 

- 

21 

- 

- 

- 

».        . 

10^600 

- 

58 

- 

87 

- 

49 

- 

- 

- 

«.        . 

10,100 

285 

18 

0 

124 

0 

104 

0 

- 

- 

T,       . 

15.000 

til 

78 

0 

99 

1 

186 

0 

- 

- 

8.       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

«.       . 

5,600 

124 

68 

0 

84 

0 

180 

0 

- 

- 

10,       . 

10,000 

48 

16 

0 

740 

0 

128 

0 

- 

- 

11.        . 

9,500 

180 

44 

0 

19 

0 

25 

0 

- 

- 

12,       . 

21,000 

846 

87 

0 

956 

0 

182 

0 

- 

- 

18,       . 

28,000 

001 

18 

0 

44 

4 

82 

0 

- 

- 

14, 

20,000 

660 

76 

0 

20 

0 

88 

0 

- 

- 

w.     . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1«.        . 

20,800 

5 

- 

- 

78 

0 

- 

- 

107 

0 

17.        . 

15,200 

Oil 

- 

240 

0 

- 

- 

163 

12 

18.        . 

15,400 

285 

- 

207 

34 

- 

- 

115 

5 

19,        . 

22,500 

780 

- 

- 

96 

4 

- 

- 

35 

0 

20,        . 

30,100 

124 

- 

- 

86 

6 

- 

- 

92 

0 

21,        . 

70,000 

568 

- 

- 

151 

9 

- 

- 

70 

m 

22,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      ■ 

- 

- 

28,        . 

62,100 

410 

_ 

- 

128 

- 

- 

- 

351 

3 

24.        . 

86,000 

225 

- 

- 

585 

11 

- 

- 

56 

0 

25,        . 

80,600 

240 

- 

- 

514 

24 

- 

- 

106 

3 

28.        . 

11,000 

390 

- 

- 

675 

14 

- 

- 

81 

0 

27.        . 

8,800 

240 

- 

- 

338 

9 

- 

- 

17 

0 

28.        . 

8,800 

- 

- 

- 

202 

1 

- 

- 

24 

9 

».        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

80,        . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

81.        . 

18,900 

408 

- 

- 

129 

3 

- 

- 

23 

0 

Average, 

24,042 

323 

55 

- 

241 

"    i 

84 

- 

92 

April  25  to  May  15,  Filter  No.  109  ruD  with  canal  water ;  rate,  2,500,000.    May  15,  Filter  No.  90  dii- 
eontioaed ;  Filter  No.  109  aUrted.    May  20,  Filter  No.  69  raked.    May  30,  Filter  No.  100  scraped. 
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dumber  of  BcuUeria  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  applied  Water  and  Effluents  of 

Fitters  Nos.  69  and  109, 


toe  1» 

3, 
4, 
»• 
«• 
T, 

10, 

11, 
12, 
18, 
14, 
15. 

18. 
17, 
18, 

W. 
20, 

21, 
22. 
28, 
24, 

25. 
26. 
27. 
28, 
2», 
80, 


Date— 1898. 


Canal  Watbk  roK 
Filters  Kos.  69  amd  109. 


Bacterlft. 


17,900 

17,700 

10,400 

8,700 


19,800 
14,900 
19,000 
18,100 
11,500 
11,900 


0,300 

7,700 

4,600 

41,000 


140,000 


22,100 
66,600 


80,700 
21,900 
22,800 
20,500 


30,800 
25,100 
12,900 
18,300 


Average, 24.784 


B.  Coli. 


518 
824 

246 
410 
596 
212 
442 
286 

270 
168 
824 
688 

1,628 


5 
168 
356 
716 
600 

170 

28 
696 


419 


FiLTBB  No.  69. 


Bacteria. 


187 
166 
692 
110 

51 
22 
10 
51 
46 
17 

57 

59 

69 

187 

159 

205 
262 
240 
814 
202 
418 

356 
290 

208 
78 


178 


B.  Coll. 


8 

12 

8 

0 
0 
0 
2 
1 
8 

8 
5 
1 
0 


0 

4 

0 

21 

14 

0 


0 
4 


Filth  No.  109. 


Bacteria. 


51 
82 
26 
26 

84 
80 
13 
18 
18 
21 

26 
16 
20 
26 

18 

49 
88 
64 
68 
48 
78 

118 
47 
80 
40 


87 


B.CoU. 


0 
1 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 


2 

1 
1 

4 
2 
2 


Jane  0,  Filter  No.  109  ecraped.  Jane  10,  rate  of  Filter  No.  109  IncreMsed  to  8,000,000  gallona  )>er 
ire  daily.  Jnne  13,  Filter  No.  69  raked.  June  18,  ratee  of  fllten  Noa.  109  and  60  reduced  to  2,000,000 
lUuna  per  acre  dally.    Jane  27,  Crenothriz  growing  on  Filter  No.  109. 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  CoU  Qmtmunia  in  <g>plied  Waler  cmd  EffiuetUt  (^ 


JWim  Jftw.  ea,  eg  and  109. 

U.m-1BIW. 

t,^r'^^Z 

VS'av'h- 

FlttU  So.  «g. 

m™m«. 

m™. 

0.10*. 

T^ttMtUL. 

B,eoii. 

BuKirU. 

B.  Coll. 

nuKcrta. 

B.C0il. 

B««H^ 

a<Mi. 

jBly  1.  .       . 

u,uo 

n» 

- 

109 

ss 

s. 

4T,3M 

131 

" 

n 

IT 

6. 

S7,6«m 

IH 

- 

TO 

Ta 

0, 

61,N» 
8,900 

101 

■ 

«T 

M 

ai 

10. 

»,TO0 
IB,M» 

::: 

; 

3S 
It 

10« 

IJ, 

IfcWO 

92t 

- 

10 

»T 

u, 

1«^ 

HT 

- 

11 

4T 

IS, 

u,<xa 

1,*M 

- 

N 

4S 

14, 

S9.W» 

1,380 

- 

lis 

3S 

16, 

21,W0 

%a 

- 

IH 

U 

1«, 

33,000 

1.ST§ 

4t 

II, 

- 

- 

_ 

18, 

13,M0 

930 

4,3TS 

39 

19, 

«,»0 

3Sfl 

19B5 

SO 

se 

20. 

15,3011 

7»       1         344 

a 

IS 

21. 

ST.BM 

m    j       1X9 

4S 

TJ 

32. 

KI.SOI) 

-      '\           "2 

m 

12 

S3, 

19,900 

2.*9(!       i|           175 

VI 

« 

" 

!s! 

1B.900 

1.M2    li        n 

34 

10 

2». 

20,700 

SM       1           100 

4a 

s 

u. 

10,000 

MB                  T4 

13 

B 

as. 

38. 

17.000 

i,(MS     1        i: 

40 

T 

M, 

12,000 

85 

- 

94 

B 

SI. 

- 

........ 

^:,r 

,„ ,  - 

. 

' 

. 
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fumber  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communit  in  applied  Water  and  Effiuentt  of 
FOtera  ifot.  63  6S  and  109. 


rn-nu  TSet.  n  -UD  n. 

Va-tH.  Xo.  tt. 

riunUto-tt. 

nrntSo.]!*. 

B«*,rt. 

B.CoU. 

B«lnta. 

B-ColL 

KutMk. 

B.<!eU. 

Suuib. 

BOdL 

.B».t  1.         .         . 

HI.8O0 

3- 

31 

- 

% 

»,4I» 

3* 

0 

3, 

1, 

15,300 

ia,Too 

110 

M 

31 
16 

IT 

1 

IT.lOtt 

M 

11 

3S 

« 

12.M» 

130 

« 

21 

8 

U,2M 

« 

» 

TS 

s 

»,60« 

on 

31 

31 

10 

H,™ 

««3 

u 

18 

11 

U,«WI 

no 

11 

36 

14 

•.«« 

rao 

41 

44 

la, 

11,800 

3.B 

" 

» 

IB 

B,«0 

IM 

U 

It 

11 

i« 

11.10* 
W.100 
18,  wo 

an 

«8 

aiE 

xt 

U 

w 

«,000 

no 

M 

U 

10 

20 

11.800 

3=7 

18 

11 

sv. 

4.100 

S3 

U 

M 

23. 

a.Boo 

58 

3D 

M, 

*.«» 

186 

31 

» 

2ft 

18,100 

lU 

na 

81 

28 

SS.JOO 

04r 

46 

M 

81 

M,«00 

m 

6B 

U 

14 

2B 

- 

2» 

I.SOO 

TS 

23 

IB 

SO 
31 

16.800 
31,300 

S8 

SI 

IS 

n 

Aran 

^ 

"■" 

.„ 

" 

18 

- 

- 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B,  Colt  Communis  in  applied  Water  and  EffluenU  oj 

Filters  Nos,  68,  69  and  109. 


Date -1898. 


September  1, . 

2,. 
3.. 
4.. 

».. 
«.. 

T.. 
8.. 

».. 
10,. 
11,. 
12,. 
W.. 
14,. 
15,. 
10,. 
17,. 
18,. 
19,. 
20,  . 
21.. 
22,. 
28,. 
24.. 
26,. 
20,  . 


28,  . 

29.  . 
30,. 

Average, . 


Cah  AL  Watbk  pok       ' 

FlLTEKB  NOfl.  68  AVD  69. 


Becterla. 


25,700 
32,400 
26,500 


4,100 
5,500 

85,aoo 

88,700 
111,000 

58,100 
40,600 
82,600 
16,900 
20,000 
21.800 

24,800 
22,600 
20,900 
18,200 
15,600 
20,000 

23,100 
52,700 
25,200 
46,400 
71,400 

32.196 


B.  Coll. 


417 
026 
885 


87 

106 

1,887 

947 


844 
150 
810 
222 
218 
502 

1,432 
1,625 
1,194 
1,679 
626 
2,034 

1,409 

282 
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Number  of  Bacteria  and  B.  Coli  Communis  in  appUed  Water  and  Effluents  ej 

Filters  Nos.  68,  69  and  109. 
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Average  Analytea  of  Water  applied  to  FiUen  Not.  68  and  09. 
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Per  Cera,  of  Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Water  applied  to  Filters  Nos.  68  and  69. 
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Per  Cent,  of  Dissolved  Oxygen  in  Effluent  of  Filter  No.  68. 
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Filter  operated  eontiououtly  from  January  1  to  May  14,  Ineluilvei  and  Intermittently  from  July  18  to 
^mber  81,  inclnelve. 
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Filtration  through  Ashes. 

Filter  No.  86. 

Filter  No.  86  was  first  put  in  operation  on  May  28, 1897,  and  con- 
tains 48  inches  in  depth  of  coal  ashes.  Merrimack  River  water  was 
applied  to  it  at  an  average  rate  of  4,206,000  gallons  per  acre  daily 
during  the  three  months  of  1897  that  it  was  operated,  and  the  efflu- 
ent of  the  filter  was  clear  and  odorless,  and  the  removal  of  organic 
matter  from  the  applied  water  was  equal  to  the  removal  obtained  by 
the  best  of  our  sand  filters.  The  effluent  was  slightly  harder  than 
the  river  water,  and  the  bacterial  efficiency  very  much  poorer  than 
that  of  our  best  sand  filters.  The  filter  was  again  put  into  opera- 
tion on  May  1,  1898,  and  continued  until  October  31  of  the  same 
year.  During  this  period  the  rate  of  filtration  was  approximately 
3,000,000  gallons  per  acre  daily,  and  the  effluent  was  well  purified 
from  a  chemical  point  of  view.  During  this  year  the  hardness  of 
the  effluent  was  somewhat  less  than  during  1897,  and  the  bacterial 
results  obtained  were  very  much  better.  It  was  noticed,  however, 
that  B.  colt  came  through  in  large  numbers  on  several  of  the  days 
during  its  period  of  operation  in  1898,  even  on  days  when  the  total 
number  of  bacteria  present  in  the  effluent  was  low.  The  surface  of 
the  filter  has  not  clogged  during  its  period  of  operation  in  1897 
and  1898,  and  hence  has  been  neither  raked  or  scraped.  The 
following  tables  show  the  bacterial  and  chemical  analyses  of  the 
effluent : — 
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Average  Daily  Number  of  Bacteria  per  Cubic  Ctntimeler  in  Effluent  frm 
No.  86. 


— 

— 

— 

M.T. 

J»(. 

j„» 

itonn. 

,.„m.. 

o™-' 

Dm. 

1 

i 

ij 

T 

i 

1 

i 

1 

3 

T 

i 

i 

S    ■    a 

1 

a 

« 

S) 

<3 

1,         .        .        .        . 

111 

M 

in 

30 

4 

lit 

>. 

w 

<1 

■3 

u 

- 

» 

0 

1, 

too 

11 

» 

1 

It 

0 

TS 

4. 

sn 

M 

- 

lOS 

1 

- 

- 

H 

ft, 

•. 
T. 
1. 

M 

M 

It 
ES 

ISS 
M 

tt 

M 

u 

3D 

ITS 
US 

w 

; 

IS* 

110 

m 

•. 

so 

H 

S« 

« 

6 

111 

10 

10, 

Si 

U 

M 

4 

sio 

» 

«> 

11. 

M 

M 

T! 

U 

- 

- 

It 

11. 

U 

- 

W 

u 

4 

IS 

0 

11 

M. 

■0 

lit 

in 

106 

4 

u 

0 

« 

!«. 

H 

« 

o& 

l» 

> 

a 

11, 

TB 

118 

«3 

0 

"1  s 

11 

1*. 

7J 

103 

0      '       «1 

as 

0 

u!     0 

IT, 

S6 

as 

0 

GS 

0 

in 

18, 

M 

11  !      0           S3 

4§ 

0 

- 

1! 

1>. 

ai 

Mil           103 

0 

SB 

^ 

231 

" 

BB 

31, 

41 

0     1!       71  ■       0      ,     IM 

142 

0 

ID3 

■n. 

24, 

:; 

:  f ":: :  \  ■'' 

a 

0 

204 

; 

» 

v.. 

fi6 

0    J      33 

0    1     ISA 

n 

0 

91 

M, 

41          1 

-    '       4S 

0 

as 

0 

aw 

0 

:s 

1", 

34 

1     '     2S3 

a        m 

n 

0 

110 

0 

M 

29. 

vn 

a  :     N 

-.1 

u 

0 

B 

1*. 

122 

a         '.!. 

D 

s 

0 

43 

0 

li 

M. 

- 

-     ■        ST 

0             20 

0 

10 

0 

103 

0 

SI, 

K 

.     1          .  1       - 

M 

- 

1     "   ^ 

A„™^ 

~. 

-             «i       -|      - 

" 

^  .« 

-  j  «  ^ 

No.  34.] 


FILTRATION   OF  WATER. 


SffiMta  of  Fitter  No.  86. 
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Method  op  Ditfebentiation  of  Bacillus  Coli  Commdnk,  em- 
ployed AT  THE  Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  used  as  a 
Test  to  determine  the  Presence  of  Sewage  Bacteria  in 
Water. 
The  bacillus  coli  communis  is  the  characteristic  organism  of  human 

feces,  occurring  in  large  numbers  in  sewage  and  in  greater  or  less 

numbers  in  all  sewage-polluted  waters. 

The  method  used  in  testing  for  S,  coH  is  a  combination  of  the 

testa  generally  employed  in  species  determinations,  modified  and 

adapted  to  the  routine  handling  of  a  number  of  samples  daily.     The 

details  have  all  been  determined  by  experiment  to  be  those  most 

favorable  for  rapid  and  accurate  diSerentintion. 


CuUural  Characteristics. 

The  cultural  characteristicB  of  the  colon  bacillus  are  as  follows :  — 

Agar.  —  On  the  surface  of  glycerine  agar  it  produces  a  luxuriant, 
smooth,  moist,  white  growth,  which  is  never  stringy  to  the  needle. 

Gelatine.  —  It  grows  well  in  nutrient  gelatine,  without  liquefying 
that  medium. 

Lactose-Litmus- Agar.  —  In  neutral  agar,  containing  milk  sugar 
and  blue  litmus,  it  grows  rapidly,  producing  acid  and  turning  the 
litmus  red  around  the  colonics. 


534  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

MtOc.  —  Grown  in  milk,  acid  is  produced  and  the  milk  is  quicklj 
coagulated. 

Smith's  Solution.  —  In  bouillon  containing  glucose,  fermentation 
at  once  takes  place ;  contained  in  a  bent  tube  with  one  arm  closed, 
the  gas  is  collected  in  the  closed  arm  of  the  tube. 

NitraUe  Solution.  —  In  nutrient  solution,  containing  small  amounts 
of  potassium  nitrate,  the  nitrate  is  quicklj  and  completely  reduced 
to  nitrite. 

Indol.  —  In  solutions  containing  small  amounts  of  peptone  and 
salt,  or  in  bouillon  free  from  carbohydrates  and  containing  peptone 
and  salt,  indol  is  produced. 

Method. 

The  method  employed  in  testing  waters  for  B.  coli  communis 
varies  slightly  with  the  character  of  the  water  under  examination. 
For  waters  in  which  B.  coli  is  very  rarely  found,  a  qualitative  test 
is  used;  while,  for  waters  generally  containing  that  organism  in 
some  numbers,  a  quantitative  method  is  used. 

The  qualitative  test  consists  in  inoculating  a  Smith  tube,  contain- 
ing glucose-bouillon,  with  one  cubic  centimeter  of  the  water.  This 
tube  is  set  away  in  an  incubator,  automatically  kept  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  38^  C.  If,  after  twelve  hours'  growth,  gas  has  collected  in 
the  closed  arm,  the  tube  is  taken  out  and  complete  species  tests 
made.  The  absence  of  gas  is  final,  there  being  no  B.  coli  in  the 
water. 

Some  of  the  bouillon  from  the  fermented  tube  is  now  diluted  with 
sterile  water,  and  a  portion  plated  on  lactose-litraus-agar.  This 
plate  is  grown  for  twelve  hours  in  the  incubator  at  38°  C.  If  at 
the  end  of  this  time  any  red  colonies  are  found  on  the  plate,  a  few 
of  these  are  fished  to  agar  slants  and  grown  twelve  hours,  as  before. 
If  this  culture  resembles  B.  coli,  tubes  of  Smith's  solution,  milk, 
nitrate  solution  and  Dunham's  solution  are  inoculated  with  it,  and  a 
gelatine  stab  is  made.  The  Smith  tubes,  nitrate  solution  and  milk 
are  grown  twelve  hours  at  38°  C.  The  Dunham's  solution  is  grown 
at  the  same  temperature  for  three  days.  The  gelatine  must  be 
grown  at  20°  C.  for  at  least  seven  days.  Some  species  of  bacteria, 
resembling  B.  coli  closely,  will  liquefy  the  gelatine  very  slowly. 
A  culture  which  gives  characteristic  reactions  with  all  of  the  above 
media  belongs  to  the  colon  group  undoubtedly. 
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In  quantitative  work,  when  dealing  with  waters  in  which  B.  coli 
is  known  to  be  present,  the  preliminary  test  on  Smith's  solution  is 
omitted.  One  cubic  centimeter  of  the  water  is  plated  direct  on 
lactose-litmus-agar,  and  the  plates  grown  twelve  hours  at  38^  C. 
At  the  end  of  this  time  the  plates  are  taken  out  and  the  number  of 
red  colonies  counted.  If  the  number  is  small,  all  of  the  colonies 
are  fished  to  agar  slants ;  if,  however,  the  number  is  large,  a  few 
representative  colonies  are  chosen  as  an  average  of  the  whole  num- 
ber, and  are  fished  as  before.  The  agar  slants  are  grown  over 
night  at  38^  C,  and  the  cultures  so  obtained  are  examined  and  tested 
exactly  as  those  obtained  in  the  qualitative  method. 

The  reason  for  employing  the  qualitative  method,  instead  of 
using  the  plate  method,  is  that  the  test  is  more  delicate.  We  have 
frequently  found  that  duplicate  determinations  gave  £.  coli  present 
by  the  gas  test  and  absent  by  the  plate  method.  This  is  probably 
due  to  the  influence  of  the  slightly  alkaline  media,  and  to  the  fact 
that  better  development  is  always  obtained  in  fluid  than  in  solid 
media.  The  test  also  requires  less  time  in  manipulation  and  less 
room  in  the  incubator. 

The  accuracy  of  these  tests  depends  largely  on  attention  to  the 
seemingly  minor  details  of  time  of  growth,  temperature,  reaction 
and  composition  of  media.  B,  coli  will  develop  well  at  a  tempera- 
ture of  38^  to  40°  C.  in  from  eight  to  twelve  hours.  The  thermal 
death  point  of  most  species  of  water  bacteria  lies  below  that  tem- 
perature, and  some  species,  which  would  grow,  require  more  time, 
usually  thirty-six  to  forty-eight  hours,  for  development. 

Preparation  of  Media. 

Glycerine  Agar.  —  Meat  bouillon  is  first  prepared  by  soaking 
500  grams  of  finely  chopped  lean  beef  in  1  liter  of  water  over 
night.  The  juice  is  then  pressed  out,  boiled  fifteen  minutes,  and 
the  coagulated  matter  filtered  out.  To  this  is  added  1  per  cent, 
peptone  and  1  per  cent,  chopped  agar-agar.  It  is  usual  to  soak  the 
agar  in  a  known  volume  of  water,  and  make  allowance  for  the  extra 
water  in  boiling  down.  This  mixture  is  boiled  thirty  minutes,  the 
evaporated  water  replaced,  the  solution  titrated,  and  normal  sodium 
hydrate  solution  added  in  sufficient  amount  to  make  the  solution 
neutral  to  phenolphthalein.  We  now  boil  for  one  hour,  replace 
water  and  titrate  again,  and  add  normal  hydrochloric  acid  to  make 
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the  acidity  of  the  media  about  15^,  Fuller's  scale  (see  annual  report 
of  Board  for  1895,  page  591).  The  solution  is  now  filtered  through 
cloth  and  wet  cotton  until  clear,  3  per  cent,  glycerine  is  added,  and 
the  media  tubed  and  sterilized.  Slants  are  made  by  allowing  the 
melted  media  to  harden  with  the  tubes  laid  on  one  side  in  a  sloping 
position. 

Lactose  Agar.  —  Lactose  agar  is  prepared  from  the  neutral  agar 
by  adding  2  per  cent,  powdered  lactose,  cooking  ten  minutes  and 
adding  caustic  soda  solution  to  make  the  reaction  of  the  media 
about  minus  five.  Fuller's  scale.  Some  change  in  reaction  takes 
place  in  sterilizing,  and  the  media,  as  used,  is  nearly  neutral.  The 
media  is  tubed  and  sterilized,  and  enough  strong  aqueous  solution 
of  litmus  is  added,  just  before  using,  to  turn  it  a  dark  blue. 

Smith's  Solution.  —  Smith's  solution  or  glucose  bouillon  is  pre- 
pared from  the  meat  bouillon  by  adding  1  per  cent,  peptone  and  2 
per  cent,  glucose,  cooking  fifteen  minutes  and  neutralizing  with 
caustic  soda  solution.  It  is  then  filtered  through  wet  paper,  run 
into  Smith  tubes  and  sterilized. 

MUk.  —  Fresh  milk  is  heated  for  fifteen  minutes,  cooled  and  set 
in  ice  chest  over  night.  In  the  morning  the  clear  milk  is  separated 
from  the  cream,  tubed  and  sterilized. 

Nitrate  Solution.  — One-tenth  of  one  per  cent,  peptone  and  two- 
huudredths  of  one  per  cent,  potassium  nitrate  are  dissolved  in  dis- 
tilled water,  heated  ten  minutes,  filtered  through  paper,  tubed  and 
sterilized.  To  test  for  presence  of  nitrite,  add  a  few  drops  of  a 
mixture  of  equal  parts  of  the  following :  A  =  10  grains  naphtha- 
lamine  dissolved  in  10  cubic  centimeters  of  strong  hydrochloric 
acid,  and  made  up  to  one  liter  with  distilled  water ;  B  =  10  grams 
sulphanilic  acid,  dissolved  in  10  cubic  centimeters  concentrated 
sulphuric  acid,  and  made  up  to  one  liter  with  distilled  water. 

Dunham's  Solution.  —  Dissolve  1  per  cent.  Witte's  peptone  aud 
half  of  1  per  cent,  of  common  salt  in  water,  heat  ten  minutes,  filt^i) 
tube  and  sterilize.  To  test  for  indol  add  1  cubic  centimeter  oi 
sodium  nitrite  solution  and  1  cul)ic  centimeter  of  sulphuric  acid, 
and  a  pink  color  will  appear  if  indol  is  present. 
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JPrecautions  and  Hints  on  Manipulation. 

All  media  containing  sugar,  glucose  or  lactose  should  be  steril- 
zed  in  the  Arnold  for  thirty  minutes,  three  successive  days.  Other 
nedia  are  more  conveniently  sterilized  in  the  Autoclave  at  a  press- 
ire  of  fifteen  to  twenty  pounds.  Fifteen  minutes  is  sufficient.  Care 
ihould  be  observed  to  remove  gas  from  closed  arm  of  Smith  tubes 
mmediately  after  sterilizing,  as  it  is  reabsorbed  on  cooling,  and 
vill  give  false  tests  when  placed  in  the  incubator. 

In  making  plates  with  lactose-litmus-agar  it  is  better  to  turn  the 
)Iates  upside  down  before  placing  in  the  incubator.  Spreaders  are 
;hus  avoided,  and  pure  cultures  are  more  easily  obtained. 

In  testing  for  indol  it  is  well  to  keep  the  tubes  cold.  The  re- 
iction  in  warm  solution  is  apt  to  go  too  far,  and  the  characteristic 
iolor  to  be  destroyed. 


AN    INVESTIG-ATION 


or    THE 


ACTION  OF  WATER  UPON  LEAD,  TIN  AND  ZINC, 

WITH    ESPECIAL   REFERENCE   TO   THE   UsE   OF    LeAD   PiPES   WITH 

Massachusetts  Water  Supplies. 


By  H.  W.  Clark,  Chemist  of  the  Board, 
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Ax^  INVESTIGATION  OF  THE  ACTION  OF  WATEK  UPON  LEAD,  TIN  AND  ZINC,  WITH 

ESPECIAL  BEFEBENCE  TO  THE  USE  OF  LEAD  PIPES  WITH 

1A8SACHUSE1T8  WATEB  SUPPLIES. 


By  H.  W.  OuLBX,  Ohemiit  of  the  Board. 


During  the  past  two  years  an  investigation  has  been  carried  on 
by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in  order  to  learn  the  nature  and 
degree  of  the  action  of  the  waters  of  the  various  public  water  sup- 
plies of  the  State  upon  lead,  in  such  towns  as  use  lead  or  lead-lined 
service  pipes,  and  to  ascertain  facts  in  regard  to  the  occurrence  of 
lead-poisoning  in  these  towns.  This  investigation  was  undertaken 
on  account  of  a  large  number  of  cases  of  lead  poisoning  in  several 
of  the  towns  of  the  State,  which  were  upon  investigation  found  to 
be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  water  supplied  publicly  to  these  towns  was 
of  such  a  character  as  to  actively  attack  lead,  and  cause  an  appreci- 
able amount  of  lead  to  be  taken  constantly  into  their  systems  by 
persons  who  habitually  used  these  waters  drawn  through  lead  pipes. 

When  the  investigation  was  begun,  communications  had  been 
received  from  the  water  department  officials  of  136  of  the  cities  and 
towns  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  use  or  non-use  of  lead  service 
pipes  by  them.  Sixty-five  of  these  municipalities  reported  that  no 
lead  service  pipes  were  in  use,  and  71  reported  the  use  of  lead  or 
lead-lined  service  pipes.  Of  the  71  towns  reporting  the  use  of 
lead  or  lead-lined  service  pipes,  7,  namely,  Ashburnham,  Everett, 
Fall  River,  Lexington,  Milford,  South  Hadley  and  Warren,  reported 
that  all  the  service  pipes  in  use  were  lead ;  2,  namely,  Easton  and 
Millbury,  reported  that  all  the  service  pipes  in  use  were  lead-lined ; 
and  1,  namely  Stoughton,  reported  that  all  the  service  pipes  in  use 
were  either  lead  or  lead-lined ;  14  other  municipalities  reported  that 
more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  service  pipes  in  use  were  lead  or  lead- 
lined  ;  while  the  remaining  towns  furnished  reports  showing  the  use 
of  lead  pipes  in  very  different  proportions,  varying  from  1  service 
pipe  up  to  50  per  cent,  of  the  service  pipes ;  but  in  most  of  these 
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towns  only  a  very  few  lead  service  pipes  were  in  use.  It  is  prob- 
able, however,  that  in  all  of  these  places  many  houses  are  piped 
with  lead  beyond  the  service  pipe. 

During  the  past  two  years  we  have  examined  in  this  laboratory, 
for  lead,  about  800  samples  of  water,  from  63  different  towns  and 
cities.  Many  of  the  samples  taken  have  really  required  two  anal- 
yses, in  order  to  determine  both  the  lead  in  solution  and  that  in 
suspension.  From  30  of  the  municipalities  one  or  more  series  of 
samples  have  been  taken ;  the  cities  and  towns  from  which  these 
series  were  taken  being  selected  partly  because  of  the  large  amount 
of  lead  pipe  in  use,  and  partly  because  of  real  or  supposed  cases  of 
lead  poisoning  in  these  towns. 

When  the  work  of  determining  the  amount  of  lead  in  the  various 
water  supplies  was  begun  in  this  laboratory,  the  method  of  analysis 
previously  used  by  Dr.  Worcester,  of  the  food  and  drug  laboratory 
of  the  Board,  was  employed.  This  was  a  colorimetric  method,  by 
which,  after  preliminary  treatment  of  the  sample,  small  amounts  of 
lead  could  be  determined  in  solution,  by  noting  the  color  obtained 
when  the  lead  was  precipitated  as  sulphide  by  hydrogen  sulphide. 
This  method  as  first  used  was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  us,  as  the 
colors  obtained  were  at  times  difficult  to  read.  Experiments  were 
therefore  made,  as  the  work  progressed,  to  improve  it,  if  possible; 
and,  with  Dr.  Worcester's  method  as  a  basis,  a  fairly  satisfactory 
method  of  analysis  has  been  worked  out,  by  which  very  minute 
quantities  of  lead  can  be  determined  with  considerable  accuracy,  — 
an  accuracy  much  greater,  we  believe,  than  would  result  if  any 
gravimetric  method  were  used  in  dealing  with  the  small  quanti- 
ties of  lead  found  in  one  gallon  of  most  of  the  samples  of  water 
examined.  An  appended  paper  describes  the  first  method  em- 
ployed, together  with  the  various  steps  by  which  it  was  improved, 
and  a  description  of  the  method  now  in  use,  together  with  certain 
experiments  to  indicate  the  accuracy  of  the  method. 

Sheets  showing  the  analyses  of  all  samples  examined  during  this 
investigation,  together  with  the  data  in  regard  to  age,  size  and 
length  of  pipes,  and  length  of  time  that  the  sample  of  water  exam- 
ined remained  in  the  pipe,  are  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  engineer 
of  the  Board. 

There  is  given  below  a  list  of  the  cities  and  towns  from  which 
samples  of  water  have  been  collected  for  the  determination  of  lead. 
Opposite  the  name  of  each  place  is  given  the  greatest  amount  of  lead 
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nd  in  any  sample  of  water  from  this  town  which  has  been  exam- 
ined. The  asterisk,  placed  after  the  figures  giving  the  amount  of 
d  present,  indicates  that  the  amount  of  lead  found  in  this  sample 
}  very  much  greater  than  the  average  amount  in  the  samples  from 
J  city  or  town. 

List  of  Cities  and  Towns, 


n. 


over. 


sarobmm, 
sboroagh, 


Id. 


OD,     . 

gewater, 


opee,  two  systemi, 


iMet, 
K>rd, 


on, 
rrtt. 


haren, 

Birer, 

alngbam, 

erhlll, 

roke, 


■on, 


r)eh, . 

{■ton, 

:aster, 

renoe, 

Ington, 

cU,    . 

len,  . 

Iborongh, 

way. 


Inen, 

lleborongh, 
ord,  . 


Lead  (Parts 

per 

100,000).t 


.1880 
.0618 
.8708 
.3300 
.1778 


.0618 
.1402 
.7164* 
.0023 


.1868* 

.6288* 

.0206 

.6886 

.0924« 

.0684 

.0684 

.0171 

.0088 


.0874* 
.6674 
.0188 
.8460* 
.0171 
2.0440* 
.2808 
.0088 
.2914 
.0088 
.0142 
.1727 
.4700 


MUlbary,       . 
Nantucket,    . 
Needham, 
New  Bedford, 
Newton, 

North  Andover,   . 
North  Attleboroagh, 
Northfleld,    . 
Norwood, 
Palmer, 
Plttifleld,      . 
Plymoatb,     . 
Qnlncy, . 
Reading, 
Revere, . 
Rockland,      . 
Rutland, 
Sharon, . 

Shelbnme  Falla,  . 
Sonthborongh, 
Bonthbrldge, 
South  Hadley, 
South  Hanover,    . 
Springfield,  . 
Btoughton,    . 
Walpole, 
Warren, 
Wellesley,     . 
Welleeley  Farma, 
Weit  Brookfleld, . 
Weymouth,  . 
Williamstown, 


Lead  (Parts 

per 

10();000). 


.1820* 
.0408 
.0888 
.4407* 
.0810 
.1808 
.0108 
.0181 
.1061 
.1727 
.0065 
.0082 
.0888 
.0202 
.0342 
.1884 
.0410 
.0487 
.0068 
.0065 
.1016 
.8504 
.0287 
.1848 
.4880 
.0840 
.0882 
.0180 
.0085 
8.6480 
.1878 
.0142 


t  Pnrts  per  100,000  X  .688  =  grains  per  United  BUtes  gallon. 
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A  number  of  the  analyses  gi^en  here  are  of  samples  from  wells  in 
certain  towns  which  ha^e  no  pablic  water  supply,  and  the  samples 
were  forwarded  to  this  laboratory  for  analysis  because  the  water 
was  suspected  of  being  the  cause  of  cases  of  lead  poisoning. 

One  or  more  series  of  samples  have  been  taken  from  Ashbum- 
ham,  Boston,  Chicopee,  Concord,  Easton,  Fairhaven,  Fall  Hiyer, 
Framin^iam,  Haverhill,  Ipswich,  Kingston,  Lawrence,  LexingtoD, 
Lowell,  Maiden,  Methuen,  Milford,  Millbury,  New  Bedford,  Nor- 
wood, Palmer,  Reading,  Revere,  Rockland,  Sharon,  South  Hadley, 
Springfield,  Stoughton,  Warren  and  West  Brookfield,  and  the  work 
is  still  in  progress. 

The  four  following  tables  summarize  the  results  in  regard  to  the 
lead  found  in  the  series  of  samples  taken  from  the  towns  just 
named ;  the  first  table  being  an  arrangement  of  ground-water  supplies 
according  to  the  maximum  amount  of  lead  found  in  the  samples 
taken  after  the  water  had  stood  in  the  pipes  for  a  number  of  hours, 
and  the  second  being  an  arrangement  of  ground-water  supplies 
according  to  the  average  amount  found  in  the  samples  when  the 
water  was  in  ordinary  daytime  use.  The  third  and  fourth  tables 
are  similar  arrangements  of  samples  from  surfsice-water  supplies. 
The  tables  also  show  the  minimum  amounts  of  lead  found  both  in 
samples  taken  when  the  water  was  in  ordinary  daytime  use,  and  in 
samples  taken  after  the  water  bad  stood  in  the  pipes  for  a  number 
of  hours ;  also  the  average  of  the  sets  of  samples. 


34.]  ACTION  OP  WATER  UPON  LEAD,  ETC. 


Table  No.  1. 
in  Bandit*  of  Water.  —  Ground  Watert,  arranged  according  to  Xaximvm 
Amount  of  Lead  found  ajler  Water  haa  itood  in  Pipet. 


uidlDf  Id  plpvt  ■ 
udlDKlDptpg,. 
■ndlDH  ]□  pipe. . 
■qillni  In  plpa, . 


airy  oi«, 


In  pipe. . 


nlBnKikBild.AqnHliiii 


Falrbivau. 

\      fflDgilOD. 

Kortb  EutoD. 

I  uiirsid. 

I    Aihbornluin. 


■IBOdlugdipIpe,. 


Ih  the  W«t  BrookBeld  wuMn,  Um  lawn  Bg 

•oluiloa. 

■  when  Ihia  unipl*  wm  l*k«D  ib«r*  wu  ibont 
FitarlD  Uieplp«  ■  Dumber  af  boanukn. 


mIoo,  asd  Um  ft|»M  iImfi*, 
W  fMl  ot  tMd  md  iMid-UMd  plpa.   Bo 
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Lend  in  Samples  of  Water. —  Oround  Waters,  arranged  according  to  Avera 
Amount  of  Lead  found  when  Water  is  in  Ordiaary  Use. 


[p.n, 

perl 

».«».] 

|.™... 

*i:^T^ 

^:.T 

Lou  1117. 

AfS.r.uTo'dtariVplp., 

1IM 

1.04M 

S^[ 

Lowell. 

Aft»r  luniliac  U  plp«. 

1US 

:««! 

gi9«[ 

Mlirord. 

Afwrttt^lorinplp", 

ss 

!m« 

SI 

PalrhiTEB. 

Arw.r.^^Cfnplp*, 

0H« 

1M1 

:«™ 

r.i 

KlDg.tOQ. 

In  ordlo.fj  ii«,     . 
AfUr>iu>dlD(laplp>, 

'*t 

OBIS 

.OAM 

s! 

^r,'uEiC'c''.«p2!"*' 

Alt«.i>adli>KtDplpB, 

048T 

.OSIS 

s\ 

'n'xil  Brook  Held,  Cem 
Aqaeducl  Cooipur. 

iDordlairyiiM,     . 
Aft«.t«aiDg[oplpe, 

1M7 

:^« 

SI 

SutOD. 

i-S"W.». 

IIM 

.OIH 

MiOf 

SddUi  Hadle; . 

In  ordlrnry  u«,     . 

OSOT 

'.zw 

SI 

A-hbnrabani. 

In  orJln.rT  uw.     . 
Artec  •inncllDK  Id  pipe. 

S!S 

;^" 

oii-i 

PnmiDKb»fl. 

Afl.r.lsBdlBglnpIp*. 

01  TO 

:"5S 

SI 

Umburr- 

loordlo.cyoM      . 
Atwi  lUndtng  in  plp(, 

KU 

:SSt 

.ml 

ab.™«. 

Jn  ocdlury  dh.     . 

AruriiuajuciDpip*. 

S!S 

:Siii 

m'i 

KovTfc 

Id  ordlury  aia.     . 

1- 

ss? 

I'SeeJ 

uZj 

WnMBrooliBold.AiiOHii 
Compsuy. 

OlM 

:Sm 

HIi 

Le.l=«U,a. 

IhL  .°MdlB"ln  pipe. 

f^ 

.D«e 

SI 

U*ldea. 

iVec  .^Stai'l'ii  Plp«, 

S?iS 

.'OXH 

S! 

ReadlDg. 

Aflcr>Uddli>t|l'Dplpg, 

.DDU 

.oT« 

.i.1 

MeLho,D. 

Raid  wu«r*,  Ibc  lovtr  Bg are*  giv*  laid  In 


UBpeDilOD,  DDd  (hs  flgurea  ilxr 


West  Brookfield  is  supplied  witli  water  hy  several  small  con 
panies.  The  water  comes  from  springs  on  tlie  hills,  and  flows  1 
gravity  through  small   lead  mains  to  cisterns  in  the  cclkrs  of  th 
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houses  of  the  takers.  From  these  cisterns  it  is  pumped,  and  most 
of  the  lead  taken  from  the  pipes  between  the  springs  and  the  houses 
Bettles  to  the  bottom  of  the  cisterns,  and  is  not  pumped  with  the 
water  used. 

Table  Ho.  S. 

Lead  in  SnmpUs  of  Water. —  Bwfaee  Waten,  arranged  according  U>  Mnximum 

Amount  of  Lead  found  after  Water  ha*  ttood  in  Pipe§. 


9pR,  Abbe  IfU 
\    New  Bedtoid. 
I    Sloaghlon. 

MsldsD. 


tn  ordli 
Afuia 


Etoeklaod. 

apriBgHisid. 

CUcapei-,  Ooolty  tyitnB. 
iraod. 
I     Fell  BEvn. 
;    tpjvloh. 

'    nimrblll. 
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Table  No.  4. 

Lead  in  Samples  of  Water.  ^  Surface  Waters^  arranged  according  to  Average 
Amount  of  Lead  found  when  Water  is  in  Ordinary  Use, 

[PMta  per  100,000.] 


Maxtmom 
AmonnL 


Bfinlmnm 
Amoant. 


LocaUtj. 


In  ordinarr  iite«     . 
After  ateiidiDg  In  pipe, , 

Id  ordinary  nae,    . 
After  aUndlng  In  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nae,    • 
After  atandlng  in  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atending  In  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atending  in  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atandlng  in  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atandlng  in  pipe. 

In  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atending  In  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nae,    . 
After  atandlng  In  pipe. 

In  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atandlng  in  pipe. 

In  ordinary  nae,    . 
After  atandlng  In  pipe, 

Id  ordinary  nae,     . 
After  atandlng  in  pipe. 

In  ordinary  uae,     . 
After  atandlng  In  pipe, 

In  ordinary  ase,     . 
After  atandlng  in  pipe, 

In  ordinary  nee,     . 
After  atandlng  in  pipe. 


• 

.0788 
.8921 

.on4 

.2178 

.0611 
.0829 

.0409 
.1087 

.0810 
.0681 

.0809 
.1066 

.0288 
.1067 

.0276 
.1094 

.0106 
.0687 

.0177 
.1466 

.0009 
.1778 

.0095 
.0281 

.0080 
.0266 

.0060 
.0668 

.0081 
.0099 

.1848 
.7164 

.1096 
.4880 

.1440 
.1727 

.0626 
.1062 

.0406 
.1061 

.0642 
.2808 

.0788 
.1664 

.1110 
.8460 

.0404 
.1848 

.0360 
.4497 

.0171 
.3061 

.0234 
.0684 

.0281 
.0924 

.0190 
.1868 

.0164 
.0874 

.0467 
.1677 

.0488 

.0684) 

.0060) 
.0220 

.0292 
.1022) 

.0146) 
.0248 

.0117 
.0467 

.0117 
.0088 

.0062 
.0268 

.0000 
.0204 

.0061 
.0446 

.0068 
.0496 

.0051) 
.0088) 

.0000 
.0000 

.0000) 
.0161 ) 

.0000 
.0000 

Ohleopee,  Abbe  ayatem. 

Btonghton. 

Palmer. 

Chicopee,  Cooltj  ayitem. 

Norwood. 

ICalden. 

Roekland. 

Lawrenoe. 

Bprlngfleld. 

New  Bedford. 

Boaten. 

Haverhill. 

Fall  River. 

Concord. 

Ipawicb. 


Stoughton  water  is  hard  to  classify,  being  generally,  up  to  a  few 
months  before  the  collection  of  the  samples,  largely  ground  water; 
when  the  samples  were  collected,  however,  surface  water  was  in  use 
almost  entirely.  This  change  may  have  affected  and  loosened  or 
corroded  the  coating  on  the  pipes,  and  a  larger  amount  of  lead  found 
in  the  samples  examined  than  had  generally  been  in  the  water  as  used. 

In  order  to  make  comparisons  between  the  amount  of  lead  found  in 
the  waters  from  the  various  places  during  daytime  use,  and  the  sani- 
tary analyses  of  these  waters,  the  following  sets  of  tables  are  pre- 
sented, the  first  set  being  of  the  ground  waters.  The  sanitary  analyses 
used  are  of  the  waters  at  or  near  the  date  of  collection  of  the  samples 
for  the  determination  of  lead. 
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Table  showing  Comparison  between  Color  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Degree  of  Color. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Color. 


Lead. 


Lexington, 
Beeding,  . 
Aihbamluun, 
Lowell,  . 
MUford,  . 
Framlogbmm, 
Methnen,  . 
FoirbAven, 


.87 
.80 
.24 
.18 
.11 
.00 
.08 
.06 


.0078 
.0066 
.0807 
.1890 
.1268 
.0180 
.0060 
.0060 


Color. 


KlngeloD, . 
Booth  Hadley, . 
Berere,     •       . 

ICalden,    •       . 

EMtOD,       . 

MlUbnry,  .       . 
Bharoiia 


.07 
.06 
.06 
.02 
.01 
.00 
.00 


.0044 
.0886 
.0101 
.0067 
.0414 
.0170 
.0140 


T(U>le  showing  Comparison  between  Total  Solids  and  Lead, — Arranged  in  Order 

of  Amount  of  Total  Solids. 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Total 
SoUds. 

Lead. 

ToUl 

Solid!. 

Lead. 

Maiden,    . 

28.60 

.0067 

Klngaton,  • 

6.60 

.0044 

Reading,  . 

18.70 

.0066 

EaatoOf     .       . 

4.60 

.0414 

Reyere,     . 

14.80 

.0101 

MiUbnry, .       .       . 

4.40 

.0170 

Sharon,     . 

8.60 

.0140 

Lexington, 

4.06 

.0078 

Framingham,  . 

7.16 

.0180 

AihbamhaiB,  • 

8.80 

.0807 

Methaen,  . 

7.00 

.0066 

Mllford,    .       .       . 

2.80 

.1268 

Lowell,     . 

6.66 

.1800 

Sonth  Hadley, . 

2.26 

.0386 

Fairhaven, 

6.00 

.0060 

m    ■.»_     -1. • 

n 

J 1. 

^M -^„         ■>»- 

J  ^     _    J 

J      r 

X                   A 

•    ..- 

Table  showing  Comparison  between  Free  Ammonia  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in 

Order  of  Amount  of  Free  Ammonia, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Free 

Ammonia. 


Lead. 


Kingston, . 
Lowell, 
Lexington, 
Beading,  . 
Berere,  . 
MUlbury,  . 
Framingham, 
Maiden,    . 


•   •   • 


... 


.0074 
.0074 
.0088 
.0028 
.0014 
.0010 
.0008 
.0008 


.0044 
.1800 
.0078 
.0066 
.0101 
.0170 
.0180 
.0067 


Free 
Ammonia. 


Mllford,  . 
Aahbomham, 
Fairhaven, 
Methnen,  . 
Baeton,  . 
Sonth  Hadley, 
Sharon,     . 


.0007 
.0006 
.0002 
.0002 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 


.1268 
.0807 
.1066 
.0066 

.0414 


.0140 
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Table  shotoing  Comparison  betuoeen  Oxygen  consumed  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in 

Order  of  Amount  of  Oxygen  consumed, 

[PATti  per  100,000.] 


Oxyiren 
Consumed. 


Lexington, 
Beading,  . 
Aehbornluum, 
Milford,  . 
Hethaen,  . 
Fadrbiiven, 
Lowell,  . 
8oatb  Hadley, 


.8000 
.8300 
.8700 
.9000 
.1520 
.1180 
.1030 
.1000 


.0078 
.0056 
.0807 
.1358 
.0060 
.0060 
.1800 
.0885 


Oxyiren 
Consomed. 


Lead. 


FnunlnghAm, 
MiUbnry,  . 
Kingston,  • 
Maiden,  . 
Saeton,  . 
Sharon,  . 
Revere,     . 


.0720 
.0588 
.0820 
.0820 
.0200 
.0200 
.0100 


.01» 
.OITO 
.0044 
.005T 
.0414 
.0140 
.0101 


Table  shouHug  Comparison  between  Chlorine  and  Lead,  -^Arranged  in  Order  of 

Amount  of  Chlorine, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Chlorine. 


Lead. 


Maiden,     . 
Revere,     . 

Sharon,  . 
Fairhaven, 
Framlngham, 
ElngBton, . 
EastOD,  . 
Lowell,     . 


8.04 
1.42 
1.08 
0.09 
0.93 
0.83 
0.44 
0.42 


.0057 
.0101 
.0140 
.0950 
.0189 
.0944 
.0414 
.1899 


Chlorine. 


Lead. 


Reading,  . 
Lexington, 
Meihuen,  . 
Mllford.  . 
MlUbury,  . 
Sonth  Hadley, 
Ashburnham, 


0.41 

.0055 

0.87 

.0071 

0.28 

.COM 

0.22 

.125$ 

0.19 

.0170 

0.13 

.03S5 

0.12 

.0307 

Table  showing  Comparison  between  Nitrates  and  Lead.  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Amount  of  Nitrates, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Nitrates. 

Lead. 

Nitrates. 

Lesd. 

Maiden,     . 

.8S00 

.0057 

Mllford,     . 

.0170 

.1258 

Sharon,     . 

.2520 

.0140 

FramlDgham,   , 

.0100 

.0189 

Revere,     . 

.1900 

.0101 

Lexington, 

.0160 

.0073 

Easton, 

.0500 

.0414 

Reading,  . 

.0070 

.0055 

FairbavcD, 

.0400 

.0959 

Methaen,  . 

.0080 

.0056 

EingstOD. . 

.0300 

.0944 

Sonth  Hadley, . 

.0020 

.0385 

Lowell,     . 

.0300 

.1899 

Ashbarnham,  , 

.0000 

.0307 

Millbary,  . 

.0230 

.0170 
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tie  showing  Comparison  between  Hardness  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Degree  of  Hardness. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


HardnMS. 

Lead. 

Hardnets. 

Lead. 

leo,    .       .       .       . 

14.6 

.0067 

LcxiogtoD, 

.0078 

ding,  .... 

9.1 

.0066 

FairhmTen, 

.0060 

ere,     .       .       .       . 

7.7 

.0101 

Klngaton, . 

.0044 

tiaen 

8.1 

.0060 

BactOD,     • 

.0414 

niDghaaa,  . 

8.0 

.0180 

Aahbamhmm,  . 

.0807 

ron,     •       •       .       • 

2.9 

.0140 

Mllford,    .       . 

.1268 

rell,     .       .       .       . 

2.8 

.1899 

Booth  Hadley, . 

.0686 

bary,  .       .       .       . 

1.9 

.0170 

The  following  tables  are  of  a  similar  series,  to  laake  the  same 
mparisons  as  in  the  previous  tables,  but  of  the  surface  waters 
imined :  — 

ble  showing  Comparison  between  Color  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Degree  of  Color, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Color. 


Lead. 


7  Bedford, 
too, 
oer,     . 
'rence, 
den,     . 
iDgfield, 
vlch,    . 


.85 
.66 
.60 
.49 
.40 
.34 
.32 


.om 

.0090 
.0511 
.0270 
.0309 
.0195 
.0031 


Color. 


Lead. 


Fall  River, 
Stongbton, 
Rockland, 
Concord,  . 
Norwood, 
Chicopee, . 


.29 
.16 
.14 
.13 
.10 
.07 


.0080 
.0774 
.0288 
.0080 
.0810 
.0788 


ble  showing  Comparison  between  Total  Solids  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order 

of  Amount  of  Total  Solids, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Totol 
Solidt. 


Lead. 


ton,  . 
vieb,  . 
den,  • 
River, 
rrenee, 
ner,  • 
r  Bedford, 


6.85 
6.20 
6.16 
4.02 
4.40 
4.00 
3.76 


.0099 
.0031 
.0309 
.0080 
.0276 
.0511 
.0177 


Total 
Solids. 


Lead. 


Chicopee, . 
Rockland, 
Springfield, 
Btougbton, 
Concord,  . 
Norwood,  • 


8.86 
8.86 
8.20 
8.00 
2.60 
2.46 


.0788 
.0288 
.0106 
.0774 
.0000 
.0810 
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T(tble  showing  Comparison  between  Free  Ammonia  and  Lead. — Arranged  in  Order 

of  Amount  of  Free  Ammonia. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Lftwranoe, 
Ipswleh,  . 
Ntw  Bedford, 
Norwood, . 
Bprlngfleld, 
Boftton,  . 
FfeU  Birer, 


Free 
Ammoolft. 


.0078 
.0090 
.OOSO 
.OOIS 
.0012 
.0006 
.0007 


Lead. 


.0270 
.0081 

.om 

.0810 
.0106 
.0009 
.0060 


Cbloopee, . 
Palmer,  • 
Maiden,  . 
CoDoord,  . 
BtonghtOD, 
Rockland, 


AJBUDOoia. 


.0006 
.0006 
.0004 
.0004 
.0000 
.0000 


OTW 
6111 


on4 


Table  showing  Comparison  between  Oxygen  consumed  and  Lead, — Arranged  tn 

Order  of  Amount  of  Oxygen  consumed. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Boaton,  . 
New  Bedford, 
Maiden,  • 
Palmer,  • 
Fall  River, 
Lawrence, 
Iptwlch,    . 


Oxygen 
Consomed. 


.8100 
.6000 
.6160 
.5224 
.4080 
.4000 
.8200 


Lead. 


.0000 
.0177 
.0809 
.0511 
.0080 
.0276 
.0081 


Norwood,. 
Springfield, 
Rockland,. 
Concord,  . 
Btonghton, 
Chicopee, . 


Oxygen 
Coniomed. 


.8040 
.8040 
.2880 
.2160 
.1000 
.1300 


.0611 
.0194 


.0060 
.0774 
.0788 


Table  showing  Comparison  between  Chlorine  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Amount  of  Chlorine, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Fall  River, 
Ipswich,  . 
Rockland, 
New  Bedford, 
Boston,  . 
Maiden,  . 
Norwood, 


Chlorine. 


0.77 
0.68 
0.64 
0.58 
0.46 
0.41 
0.36 


Lead. 


.0080 
.0031 
.0283 
.0177 
.0099 
.0309 
.0310 


Btoughton, 
CoDcord,  . 
Lawrence, 
Springfield, 
Chicopee, . 
Palmer,     . 


Chlorine. 


0.S2 
0.80 
0.2S 
0.18 
0.16 
0.16 


Lead 


.oni 

.0060 
.0270 
.019» 

.0611 
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*le  showing  Comparison  between  Nitrates  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Amount  of  Nitrates, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


on,     • 

ranee, 

leh,   . 

Biver, 

opee,. 

igfleld, 

ler,     . 


Nitrates. 


.0280 
.0220 
.0180 
.0110 
.0080 
.0060 
.0050 


Lead. 


.0008 
.0270 
.0081 
.0080 
.0788 
.0195 
.0511 


New  Bedford, 
BtOQghton, 
Maiden,    • 
Bookland, 
Norwood, 
Ooneord,  . 


Nitrates. 


.0060 
.0080 
.0080 
.0020 
.0010 
.0010 


.017T 

.on4 

.0800 


.0810 
.0000 


le  showing  Comparison  between  Hardness  and  Lead,  —  Arranged  in  Order  of 

Degree  of  Hardness, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


■ence, 
ich,  . 
en,  • 
>n,  . 
Eilver, 
er,  • 
igfleld, 


HardneM. 


2.2 
2.2 
2.0 
1.8 
1.4 
1.1 
1.0 


Lead. 


.0270 
.0081 
.0809 
.0009 
.0080 
.0511 
.0195 


Hardness. 


Ohieopee, .... 

0.8 

Ooneord,  .... 

0.8 

Boekland, 

0.0 

New  Bedford,  . 

0.0 

BtOQghton,       .       . 

0.5 

Norwood, 

0.6 

.0788 
.0000 
.0288 
.0177 
.0774 
.0810 


?hese  tables,  making  a  comparison  of  the  sanitary  analyses  of 
le  of  the  waters  examined  for  lead  with  the  amount  of  lead  found 
these  waters,  do  not  show  very  clearly  the  reasons  why  some 
ers  attack  lead  and  others  do  not.  They  apparently  indicate,  how- 
r,  that  the  surface  waters  having  the  gi*eatest  amount  of  solids 
.  chlorine  and  the  greatest  degree  of  hardness  take  the  least  lead 
n  the  pipes;  while,  with  the  ground  waters,  those  with  the 
atest  solids  and  hardness  take  generally  the  least  amount  of 
i. 

L  series  of  experiments  was  begun  early  in  the  investigation,  to 
•n,  if  possible,  more  upon  this  subject  than  our  regular  analytical 
'k  showed ;  that  is  to  say,  the  experiments  were  made  to  study  the 
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effect  upon  lead  of  water  to  which  known  amounts  of  the  sabstanoes 
found  in  natural  waters  were  added  in  different  proportions.  In 
all  of  these  experiments  the  water  was  in  contact  with  the  lead  for 
several  days,  or  in  some  cases  even  weeks,  instead  of  for  a  few 
hours,  as  in  service  and  house  pipes.  The  first  water  used  in  this 
connection  was  that  from  Naukeag  Fond,  Ashburnham.  The 
analysis  of  the  water  was  at  that  time  as  follows :  — 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Color, 16 

Total  solids 1.56 

Free  ammonia,         .        .        .      .0036 


Chlorine, 15 

Nitrates, 0040 

Hardness, S 


Half-gallon  bottles,  each  containing  a  piece  of  clean  lead  pipe 
one-half  inch  in  diameter  and  eight  inches  long,  were  completely 
filled  with  water,  and  to  each  was  added  a  definite  amoant  of  a 
different  su])stance.  The  bottles  were  allowed  to  stand  undisturbed 
in  a  dark  closet  for  one  week,  when  the  pipe  was  withdrawn,  and 
the  amount  of  lead  taken  from  the  lead  pipe  by  the  water  was  de- 
termined. The  experiments  and  the  results  obtained  are  given  in 
the  following  table :  — 


Series  No.  1. 

No. 

SUBSTAKCB   ADDBD 

(l»arta  per  100.000). 

LeadFoDDt 

(Parts  ptf 

100,000). 

1 

Nothing 

.1236 

2 
8 

200  c.c.  of  highly  colored  ewamp  water,  increasing  color  to  0.50  parts,     . 

Bodiuni  chloride,  increaainfir  chlorine  to  6.00  oarta.        ..■■•>. 

.1686 

•ono 

4 
5 

Calrium  carbonate,  increasing  hardness  to  1.6  parts  (excess  of  CaOos  being  filtered 

off). 
Sodium  flilicate.  increasioR  fixed  solids  to  5.80  parts 

.OIM 
.0715 

6 

Ammonia,  increasing  free  ammonia  to  t0260  Darts.       «....•. 

.0588 

7 
8 
0 

Potassium  nitrate,  increasing  nitrogen  as  nitrates  to  8.80  parts, 

Magnesium  carbonate  plus  carbonic  acid,  increasing  hardness  to  58.0  parts,    .       . 

Carbonic  acid,  increasing  hardness  to  13.3  parts;  then  magnesium  oarbooate.  In* 
creasing  it  further  to  71.0  parts. 

.010 
.0618 
.0081 

Durins:  the  time  that  the  lead  remained  in  the  bottles,  the  water 
was  kept  fit  an  approximately  constant  temperature  of  75^  F.  It  will 
be  seen  from  a  study  of  the  table  that  the  addition  of  every  sub- 
stance decreased  the  action  of  the  original  water  upon  the  lead 
pipe,   with  the  exception  of  the  addition   of  the  highly  colored 
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'amp  water,  which  increased  to  some  extent  the  amount  of  lead 
tten  from  the  pipe ;  but  in  regard  to  this  it  must  be  noted  that, 
order  to  add  the  color,  it  was  necessary  to  add,  as  stated,  200 
bio  centimeters  of  a  different  water. 

A  second  series  of  similar  experiments,  with  the  same  water  and 
ith  the  lead  in  contact  with  the  water  for  the  same  length  of  time, 
suited  as  follows  :  — 


Series  No.  2. 


SUBtTAirCS  AODBD 

(Parts  per  100,000). 


Lead  Foand 

(Parts  per 

lOOfiOO). 


Nothing, 

200  e.c.  of  highly  colored  swamp  wfttor,  inoroMfng  color  to  0.60  parts, 

Sodiaro  chloride,  InoreaslDg  chlorine  to  6.00  parts, 

Caldnm  carbonate,  increasing  hardneas  to  1.6  parts  (excess  of  C^Oos  being  filtered 

off). 
Sodium  silicate,  incr^kslng  fixed  solids  to  6.00  parts, • 

Ammonia,  increasing  free  ammonia  to  .0360  parts,       ••...•. 

Potassium  nitrate.  Increasing  nitrogen  as  nitrates  to  1.72  parts, 

Carbonic  acid.  Increasing  hardneas  to  6.6,  then  magnesium  carbonate,  increasing 
it  further  to  14.0  parts. 


.8801 
.8612 
.1819 
.1090 
.0914 
2.1860 
11.8800 


The  temperature  of  the  water  during  the  time  the  lead  remained 
1  the  bottles  during  this  series  of  experiments  was  approximately 
0^  F.  The  bottles  were  filled  in  this  instance  with  water  sufficient 
)  cover  the  lead  pipe,  which  stood  upright  in  the  bottle ;  but  the 
)ps  of  the  bottles  contained  some  air.  It  will  be  seen  from  a  study 
f  the  results  that  in  every  instance  more  lead  was  taken  into  solu- 
on  than  during  the  previous  set  of  experiments,  partly  due  to 
le  higher  temperature,  but  largely,  as  further  experiments  will 
emonstrate,  to  the  fact  that  the  air  was  allowed  to  reach  the 
irface  of  the  water.  The  increased  amount  was  particularly 
oticeable  in  experiments  Nos.  6  and  7,  in  which  ammonia  and 
otassium  nitrate  wore  added.  It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the 
Kperinient  of  adding  carbonic  acid  and  magnesium  carbonate  in  the 
jcond  series  did  not  decrease  the  action  of  the  water  to  the  same 
stent  as  in  the  first  series ;  but  the  substances  were  added  in 
nounts  only  sufficient  to  make  the  hardness  one-fifth  what  it  was 
I  the  similar  experiment  in  the  first  set.  The  total  solids  were, 
'  course,  less  also. 
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Another  set  of  experiments  similar  to  the  foregoing  was  made 
with  redistilled  water.     These  experiments  were  as  follows :  — 


Series  No.  S. 


Ko. 

817B8TAIIOB  ADDBD 

(Parti  par  100,000). 

Amount  of  Snbstanoe 
added,  found  at  End 

ofEsperlment 
(ParU  per  100,000). 

UMMMoT 

1 

Nothlns 

Color.  0.60,     . 
Chlorine,        • 
Hardness,  1.00, 
Fixed  soUds,  6.70, . 
Free  ammonia,  .(050,    • 
Nitrates,  0.66, 
Total  hardness,  22.0, 

10.i8N 

2 

200  o.e.  of  twamp  water,  making  color  0.60  parts,    . 
Sodium  chloride,  making  chlorine  6.20  parts,  .       . 
Calcium  carbonate,  making  hardness  1.80  parts,     .       . 
Sodium  silicate,  making  fixed  solids  6.00  parts, 
Ammonia,  making  free  ammonia  .0260  parts,  . 
Potassium  nitrate,  making  nitrogen  as  nitratss  2.60  parts. 
Carbonic  acid,  making  hardness  9.70,  then  magneslam 
carbonate,  making  total  hardness  40.00  parts. 

1.0t» 

i.nii 

.18K 
11.8M 
18.6486 

.06tt 

During  the  week  that  the  water  was  kept  in  contact  with  the  lead 
in  this  set  of  experiments  the  temperature  of  the  water  averaged 
81^  F.,  and  there  was  a  small  volume  of  air  in  the  top  of  eadi 
bottle.  It  will  be  seen  that  in  every  instance  the  addition  of  a 
substance  to  the  distilled  water  caused  a  less  violent  action  of  the 
water  upon  lead,  excepting  of  ammonia  and  potassium  nitrate.  It 
will  also  be  seen  that  the  hardness  was  reduced  during  Experiment 
No.  4,  the  fixed  solids  during  Experiment  No.  5,  the  nitrates  dur- 
ing Experiment  No.  7  and  the  total  hardness  during  Experiment 
No;  8. 

Another  series  of  experiments  was  made  as  given  below.  As  in 
the  previous  series,  the  water  in  each  case  was  in  a  half-gallon 
bottle  containing  a  piece  of  lead  pipe  one-half  inch  in  diameter  and 
eight  inches  long.  The  bottles  were  kept  in  a  dark  closet,  were 
not  disturbed  during  the  week,  the  temperature  remained  approx- 
imately constant  at  84°  F.,  and  there  was  a  small  amount  of  air  in 
the  top  of  each  bottle. 


Series  No.  4. 


No. 

SiTBSTAVCB  Added 
(Parts  per  100,000). 

Lead  Found 

(Parti  per 

100,000). 

Tap  water,   . 
Redistilled  water, 
Redistilled  water. 
Redistilled  water, 

RedisUUed  water, 

1 
2 
3 

4 

6 

Potassium  nitrate,  increasing  nitrates  to  .61  parts. 
Potassium  nitrate,  increasing  nitrates  to  .61  parts,      .       • 
Ammonia,  incr^ksiog  free  ammonia  to  .0260  parts,      .       • 
Potassium  nitrate,  increasing  nitrates  to  .64  parts,  and  0.6 

gram  peptono. 
Ammonia,  increasing  free  ammonia  to  .0280  parts,  and  0.6 

gram  peptone. 

0.S7TS 
14.1880 
16.8290 

0.8601 

0.8614 
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A  study  of  the  table  will  show  that  the  addition  of  potassium 
nitrate  to  tap  water  (Boston  city  water)  did  not  cause  a  violent 
action  upon  lead  pipe,  such  as  ensued  when  the  same  amount  of 
potassium  nitrate  was  added  to  distilled  water.  It  will  also  be 
noticed  that,  when  organic  matter,  namely,  peptone,  was  added  to 
the  redistilled  water  in  experiments  4  and  5  of  this  series,  the 
action  of  the  nitrate  and  ammonia  was  very  much  decreased  when 
compared  with  the  action  in  experiments  2  and  3,  containing  the 
same  amounts  of  ammonia  and  nitrate,  but  no  organic  matter. 

Another  similar  series  of  experiments  was  made,  but  with  the 
use  of  tap  water  (Boston  city  water).  The  bottles  contained,  as 
usual,  pieces  of  lead  pipe  one-half  inch  in  diameter  and  eight  inches 
long,  and  were  allowed  to  stand  undisturbed  for  eight  days  in  a 
dark  closet.  Their  temperature  during  the  experiment  was  ap- 
proximately constant  at  82°  F.  The  bottles  were  completely  filled 
with  the  water,  excluding  all  air ;  the  stoppers,  however,  were  not 
sealed.  The  amount  of  each  substance  added  and  the  amount  of 
lead  taken  up  by  the  water  is  shown  in  the  following  table :  — 

Series  No.  5. 


B6. 

SUBSTAKCB  ADDSD 

(Parts  per  100/X)0). 

Lead  Foand 

(Parte  per 

100,000). 

Nothiogi 

.1886 

900  ee.  of  •wamp  water.  loereMlns  color  to  0.66  Darta.        • 

.2886 

Bodlam  chlorido.  iDereasiDE  chlorine  to  2.60  parta.       .•■•••• 

.1686 

Oaldnm  carbonate,  increaaing  hardneaa  to  2.8  parta  (ezoeaa  of  OaOos  filtered  off), 
Sodlam  silicate.  Increaalnff  fixed  aollds  to  6.60  parte.  ••«..•• 

.0684 
.1848 

Ammonia.  Increasins  free  ammonia  to  .0880  parta.       •.•••.. 

.7709 

Potaaalom  nitrate,  Increaaing  nitrogen  aa  nltratea  to  .6000  parta,       .... 

.2278 

From  a  study  of  this  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  action  of 
the  water  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  swamp  water,  am- 
monia and  potassium  nitrate,  although  the  action  was  inconsider- 
able when  compared  with  that  induced  by  these  bodies  in  distilled 
water. 

In  all  previous  experiments,  either  with  natural  waters  or  with 
distilled  water,  there  was  always  a  considerable  percentage  of  dis- 
solved oxygen  present  in  the  water  and  sometimes  a  small  volume 
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of  air  in  the  neck  of  the  bottles,  and  also  in  many  cases  a  small 
amount  of  carbonic  acid  present.  In  order  to  note,  however,  the 
efiect  upon  lead  of  distilled  water  which  contained  neither  oxjgen 
nor  carbonic  acid,  a  half-gallon  bottle,  containing  a  piece  of  lead 
pipe  of  the  usual  size  and  length,  was  filled  with  redistilled  water, 
freed  from  carbonic  acid  by  treatment  with  barium  hydrate,  and 
from  dissolved  oxygen  by  boiling.  The  water,  aft^r  boiling,  wai 
cooled  in  the  bottle  in  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen,  the  lead  pipe 
introduced  and  the  bottle  sealed.  It  was  then  allowed  to  stand 
undisturbed  in  a  dark  place  at  an  approximately  constant  tempe^ 
aturo  of  82^  F.  At  the  end  of  one  week  the  lead  was  as  bright  u 
when  first  put  in,  although  in  all  other  experiments  the  appearance 
of  the  lead  changed  materially.  At  the  end  of  two  weeks  the  lead 
appeared  to  have  been  acted  upon  slightly  in  spots,  while  the  water  was 
very  slightly  turbid.  A  determination  was  then  made  of  the  amount 
of  lead  in  the  water,  and  it  was  found  to  contain  only  .0774  parts 
per  100,000,  or  .0451  grains  per  gallon.  Upon  referring  to  Series 
No.  3,  it  will  be  noted  that  Experiment  No.  1,  an  experiment  ex- 
actly similar  to  this,  with  the  exception  that  the  distilled  water 
was  not  made  free  from  carbonic  acid  and  oxygen,  resulted  in  the 
water's  taking  from  the  lead  pipe  in  the  course  of  a  week  10.58 
parts  per  100,000  of  lead  or  6.17  grains  per  gallon.  This  experi- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  effect  of  distilled  water  after  the  removil 
from  it  of  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid,  was  repeated  with  a  similar 
result.  It  was  made  also  with  tap  water  (Boston  city  water),  and 
found  to  reduce  quite  materially  the  amount  of  lead  that  would  be 
taken  into  solution  by  this  tap  water  in  a  given  length  of  time. 

Summarizing  the  experiments  so  far  given,  it  can  be  said  that  the 
action  upon  lead  taking  place  in  distilled  water  containing  oxygen  is 
more  violent  than  the  action  taking  place  in  any  natural  water  which 
we  have  examined  or  with  w^hich  w^e  have  experimented ;  that  this 
action  of  distilled  water  is  increased  by  the  addition  of  ammonia 
or  potassium  nitrate ;  that  it  is  decreased  very  greatly  by  the  addi- 
tion of  sodium  chloride,  calcium  carbonate,  sodium  silicate,  or  by 
an  increase  in  the  hardness  or  total  solids  of  the  water,  or  by  the 
addition  of  organic  matter.  Still  more  worthy  of  note  is  the  fiict 
that,  when  the  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid  are  removed  from  distilled 
water,  the  action  of  this  water  upon  lead  is  reduced  almost  to  a 
minimum.  There  would  probably  be  no  action  whatever  if  we 
could  completely  remove  both  the  carbonic  acid  and  the  oxygen, 
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and  prevent  any  from  reaching  the  water  and  being  absorbed  by  it 
during  our  experiments. 

The  addition  of  the  various  substances  to  natural  waters  shows 
that  an  increase  of  coloring  matter  generally  increases  the  action 
of  the  water  upon  lead  slightly,  and  that  an  increase  of  ammonia 
or  potassium  nitrate  also  increases  the  action  but  slightly,  if  air  is 
practically  excluded.  The  addition  of  all  other  substances  experi- 
mented with  decreases  the  action.  Free  access  of  air  increases  the 
action  above  that  taking  place  when  air  is  excluded  and  only  the  air 
dissolved  in  the  water  comes  into  play.  Ammonia  or  potassium 
nitrate  increase  the  action  very  slightly  in  natural  waters,  while  in 
distilled  waters  they  increase  it  quite  materially,  especially  the  ad- 
dition of  potassium  nitrate.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  it  is  these 
two  bodies  themselves  which  act  upon  the  lead  pipe.  They  are 
unstable  bodies  and  carriers  of  oxygen,  and  it  is  probably  this 
oxygen  which  has  the  marked  effect  upon  the  pipe.  To  prove  this 
point,  two  experiments  were  made,  as  follows :  — 

Two  half-gallon  bottles  were  filled  completely  with  redistilled 
water,  freed  from  carbonic  acid  and  dissolved  oxygen  by  boiling 
the  water  and  then  cooling  it  in  an  atmosphere  of  hydrogen.  To 
the  water  in  one  of  these  bottles  was  added  a  definite  amount  of 
potassium  nitrate  and  to  the  other  a  definite  amount  of  free  ammo- 
nia, and  the  bottles  were  sealed  and  allowed  to  stand  for  one  week 
at  an  approximately  constant  temperature  of  68°  F.  The  results 
were  as  follows  :  — 

Series  No.  6. 


Vo. 

SOBSTAlfOB  ADDED  AKD  AMOUW.                               ^^^^^'^JETpSitaK U^  ^^  "^ 

Lead  Fonnd 

(Parts  per 

100,000). 

1 

PoUMium  nitrate  to  equal  2.6  parte  N  per 
100,000. 

Free  ammonia  to  equal   .0800  parte  per 
100,000. 

SHgbt  white  coating  at  one  end,  both 
inside  and  onuide. 

.8480 
.0293 

Comparing  these  results  with  the  results  of  experiments  6  and  7 
of  Series  No.  3,  the  great  difference,  due  to  the  presence  of  oxygen 
and  perhaps  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  water  in  the  Series  3  experi- 
ments, will  be  noted.  The  experiments,  in  which  a  small  amount 
of  peptone  was  added  with  the  ammonia  and  nitrate  (see  Series 
No.  4),  are  fairly  convincing,  however,  as  the  amount  of  lead  taken 
from  the  pipes  was  very  much  less  than  in  similar  experiments 
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where  peptone  was  not  added ;  that  is  to  say,  the  oxygen  primarily 
in  the  water,  and  that  absorbed  by  it  during  the  experiment,  was 
probably  largely  employed  in  oxidizing  the  organic  matter,  instead 
of  being  left  free  to  attack  the  lead  pipe. 

In  regard  to  the  coloring  matter,  I  have  considered  it  doabtfhl 
if  the  organic  matter  giving  the  color  to  the  water  has  in  itself 
any  effect  upon  lead,  but  that,  undergoing  change,  carbonic  add  is 
set  free,  which  is  the  active  agent  in  attacking  the  lead,  this  car- 
bonic acid  probably  being  especially  active  in  its  nascent  state.  A 
series  of  experiments,  making  this  fact  somewhat  clear,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

Four  gallon  bottles  were  filled  with  different  waters :  No.  1  with 
Merrimack  River  water.  No.  2  with  a  mixture  of  two-thirds  river 
water  and  one-third  hay  infusion,  No.  3  with  a  mixture  of  one-third 
river  water  and  two-thirds  hay  infusion,  and  No.  4  with  hay  infusion 
only,  this  hay  infusion  being  prepared  by  soaking  a  given  quantitj 
of  hay  in  a  tank  filled  with  Merrimack  River  water.  The  infusion 
was  drawn  from  the  bottom  of  the  tank  through  a  cloth  strainer,  and 
was  an  ill-smelling,  highly  colored  liquid,  containing  considerable 
nitrogenous  and  a  large  amount  of  carbonaceous  matter  in  solution. 
It  was  free  from  dissolved  oxygen,  and  the  portion  drawn  from  the 
bottom  of  the  tank  contained  little,  if  any,  carbonic  acid  in  solution. 
Each  of  the  bottles  in  which  this  water  was  placed  contained  a  piece 
of  clean  lead  pipe,  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  eight 
inches  long.  The  bottles  stood  in  the  laboratory  for  eighty-five 
days,  when  half  of  the  water  was  withdrawn  from  each,  and  the 
amount  of  lead  determined  in  each  sample.  The  remainder  of  the 
water  was  allowed  to  stand  undisturbed  in  the  bottle  for  an  addi- 
tional period  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  days,  making  the 
total  length  of  time  two  hundred  and  fourteen  days.  During  this 
last  period  the  bottles  remained  only  half  full  of  water,  and  there 
was  a  free  access  of  air.     The  analyses  resulted  as  follows  :  — 

Series  No.  7  (without  Air). 
First  Portion, 


KuMBER  OP  Bottle. 


Total  Lead  Found 
(Pans  p«r  100,000). 


2. 


.8166 
.2166 


Number  of  Bottle. 


Total  L«ad  Fowf 
(Paxta  per  UXM^)- 


8, 
4. 


.4SU 

.0270 
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Series  No.  8  (with  Air). 
Second  Portion. 


Nomber 

Lbad. 
(Puts  per  100,000.) 

Nambor 

of 
BotUe. 

Lbad. 
(Parts  per  100«000.) 

of 
B<ytt]«. 

Tn 
Solution. 

In 
Snspentlon. 

ToUl. 

In 
SolDtlon. 

In 
Saspenslon. 

ToUI. 

1. 

.1061 
.7800 

.2102 
.8860 

.8168 
1.0960 

8. 

.8468 
2.0440 

1.9710 
1.6426 

2.8178 
8.6866 

Studying  the  analyses  first  made,  we  find  that  there  was  no  dif- 
ference in  the  action  of  the  river  water  only  and  of  the  solution 
containing  two-thirds  river  water  and  one-third  hay  infusion.  The 
solution  containing  one-third  river  water  and  two-thirds  hay  infu- 
sion had  a  more  violent  action  upon  the  lead,  while  the  hay  infusion 
alone  acted  during  this  first  period  very  weakly  upon  the  lead.  Dur- 
ing the  second  and  longer  period  the  lead  in  the  first  sample  in- 
creased ;  the  second  sample  contained  five  times  as  much  lead  as  at 
the  end  of  eighty-five  days ;  the  third  sample  nearly  seven  times 
as  much  lead ;  while  the  fourth  sample,  which  contained  hardly  any 
lead  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  eighty-five  days,  contained  by  far 
the  most  at  the  end  of  this  second  period.  As  stated  before  this 
hay  infusion,  drawn  from  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  contained  little 
carbonic  acid  and  no  oxygen,  apparently  not  enough  of  either  to 
act  upon  the  lead  during  the  first  period  of  eighty-five  days ;  neither 
did  the  coloring  matter  act  upon  the  lead.  The  reason  of  the 
different  action  during  the  two  periods  is  as  follows  :  — 

Carbonic  acid  was  not  formed  in  this  bottle  during  the  first 
period,  owing  to  the  exclusion  of  air.  During  the  second  period, 
however,  air  was  freely  admitted  to  the  surface  of  the  liquid,  and 
resulted  in  the  fermentation  of  this  strong  hay  infusion  and  the 
formation  of  much  carbonic  acid,  which,  together  with  the  air  itself, 
acted  violently  upon  the  lead.  This  same  action  took  place  in 
samples  Nos.  2  and  3,  but  to  a  less  degree. 

Another  set  of  experiments  worth  recording  was  as  follows :  — 
Four  one-gallon  bottles,  each  containing  a  piece  of  clean  lead  pipe, 
three-fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  eight  inches  long,  were 
Slled  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  as  follows :  No.  1,  with 
distilled  water;  No.  2,  with  the  effluent  from  Sewage  Filter  No.  2, 
:;ontaining  almost  no  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia,  but   a  large 
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amount  of  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  nitrates,  no  nitrites,  very  little 
color,  but  high  in  dissolved  oxygen,  and  containing  some  carbonic 
acid;  No.  3,  with  the  effluent  of  Water  Filter  No.  68,  this  water 
containing  about  the  same  amount  of  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia 
as  the  effluent  of  Filter  No.  2,  about  one-tenth  as  much  nitrogen  in 
the  form  of  nitrates,  no  nitrites,  about  an  equal  amount  of  dissolved 
oxygen,  and  four  times  as  much  color.  The  lead  pipe  remained  in 
these  waters  for  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  days,  and  they  were 
then  analyzed,  with  the  following  results  :  — 

Series  No.  9. 


LMd 

In  Solatlon 

(ParU  per  100/)00). 


Lead  in 

Rospensloii 

(Puts  p«r  100,000). 


1 
2 
8 


DiatUled  water,    . 
Effluent  of  Filter  No.  2, 
Effluent  of  FllUr  No.  68, 


1.0950 
4.9610 
0.8796 


0.6700 
0.2268 


It  will  be  seen  that  a  very  large  amount  of  lead  was  taken  from 
the  pipe  by  the  distilled  water,  most  of  this  lead  precipitating  in 
the  bottom  of  the  bottle  as  the  heavy  white  hydroxide.  The  sewage 
effluent,  containing  considerable  carbonic  acid,  took  a  large  amount  of 
lead  from  the  pipe,  but  most  of  this  remained  in  solution,  while  the 
effluent  of  the  water  filter  took  a  comparatively  small  amount  of  lead 
from  the  pipe. 

A  temperature  experiment  was  as  follows  :  Six  half-gallon  bottles, 
each  containing  a  piece  of  lead  pipe  eight  inches  long,  were  com- 
pletely filled  with  tap  water  (Boston  city  water),  the  analysis  of 
which  was  as  follows  :  — 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Color, 0.22 

Free  ammonia,         .        .        .  0.0002 

Albuminoid  ammonia,      .        .  0.0166 

Chlorine, 0.23 

Nitrates, 0.0040 


Nitrites, 0.0001 

Total  solids,     ....    3.75 
Hardness,          .        .        .        .1.4 
Oxygen  consumed,  .        .        .0.38 
Iron, 0.0280 


Three  of  the  bottles  were  placed  in  a  dark  closet  in  the  labor- 
atory, and  three  in  an  ice  chest.  At  the  end  of  three  days,  one 
bottle  was  withdrawn  from  each  place ;  at  the  end  of  six  days,  a 
second ;  and  at  the  end  of  nine  days,  a  third.     The  results  are  in 
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Series  No.  10. 


Number  of  Days  Bottle  stood. 


3. 


6. 


9, 


Dabk  Gloaxt. 


Tempentare. 
Decrees  F. 


Lead  fonnd 

(Parts  per 

100,000). 


n 

l84J 


'86^ 
<  86). 

U 


.1848 


.1080 


.1266 


lOB  CHB8T. 


Temperatare. 
Degrees  F. 


(60) 

1.1 

UJ 

I"] 


Lead  fonnd 

(FarUper 

100,000). 


.0903 


.1168 


.1168 


A  review  of  results  of  all  the  experiments  indicates  strongly 
that  the  two  active  agents  in  the  waters,  causing  them  to  take 
lead  into  solution,  were  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid.  The  purer 
the  water  (for  instance,  distilled  water),  the  more  active  these 
agents  were  upon  lead  when  in  this  water.  The  presence  of  nitrates 
and  ammonia  in  distilled  water  together  with  free  access  of  air 
caused  a  very  violent  action  upon  the  lead  to  take  place ;  but  they 
had  much  less  influence  when  present  in  natural  waters  containing 
some  organic  matter.  AVhen  organic  matter  (peptone,  for  instance) , 
as  shown  in  the  experiments,  was  added  to  distilled  water,  it  re- 
duced very  greatly  the  action  caused  by  the  presence  of  ammonia 
or  nitrates  with  free  access  of  air.  The  addition  of  substances 
which  increased  the  fixed  solids  tended  to  decrease  the  action  of 
wat^r  upon  lead  very  greatly. 

In  order  to  prove  the  relative  action  of  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid, 
a  series  of  experiments  was  made,  as  follows :  Four  half-gallon 
bottles  of  distilled  water  were  first  freed  from  dissolved  oxygen  and 
carbonic  acid  in  the  usual  way,  and  then  known  amounts  of  each 
of  these  bodies,  both  separately  and  together,  were  added  to  the 
samples,  and  they  were  then  sealed  and  allowed  to  stand  for  one 
week,  at  an  approximately  constant  temperature  of  68°  F.  The 
results  were  as  follows :  — 
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Series  No.  11. 


Ho. 


SlIBSTAXCB  ADDKD  AlfD  AMOUST. 


LMidFoond 
(Putt  Mr 

locM)' 


1 
2 
8 

4 
6 


Oxygen  to  sataration, 

•iri«l 
CftrboDie  add  (4.0  parts  per  100,000), 


Carbonic  aeld  (20.0  parU  per  100,000), 

Ten  per  cent,  of  oxygen  neeeasary  for  aataration,  and  4.0  parte  of  OO2, . 
Ten  per  cent,  of  oxygen  necessary  for  saturation,  and  4.0  parts  of  00$, . 


S.4100 

.4oes 

.8085 

.0S61 
.106 


These  results  are  somewhat   contradictory,  but  seem  to  show 
that   oxygen  acts  more  quickly  in  distilled  water  than  carbonic 
acid.     The   amount   of  lead  taken   from   the   pipes  may  vary  in 
the  case  of  natural  waters,  according  to  varying  proportions  of 
oxygen  and  carbonic  acid  present  in  these  waters.     The  amount  of 
lead  taken  into  solution  and  the  amount  in  suspension  in  the  waters 
may  and  probably  does  vary  from  the  same  cause.     For  instance, 
laboratory  experiments  with  water  from  two  sets  of  driven  wells  in 
Lowell  showed  that,  when  lead  pipe  was  introduced  into  a  bottle  of 
water  from  the  boulevard  wells,  so  called,  containing  about  20  per 
cent,  of  the  volume  of  oxygen  necessary  for  saturation  and  about  2 
parts  of  carbonic  acid  per  100,000,  much  lead  was  taken  from  the 
pipe  in  a  few  days,  which  largely  precipitated  as  the  white  hydroxide 
of  lead,  but  the  pipes  were  more  or  less  coated  also  with  the  oxide 
and  hydroxide.     When,  liowcver,  lead  pipe  was  introduced  into  a 
bottle  of  water  from  the  Cook  wells,  so  called,  contiiining  about  10 
per  cent,  of  the  volume  of  oxygen  necessary  for  saturation,  but  over 
4  parts  of  carbonic  acid  per  100,000,  not  any  precipitate  appeared 
on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  and  the  pipe  remained  clean  and  without 
a  coating ;  but  at  the  end  of  a  few  days  the  water  contained  a])out 
2.5  parts  of  lead  per  100,000  parts,  practically  all  of  which  was  in 
solution. 

From  many  previous  experiments,  in  which  pieces  of  lead  pipe 
were  exposed  to  the  action  of  water  containing  various  substances 
in  solution,  it  was  found  that  certain  substances  seemed  to  accelerate 
the  action  of  the  water  on  the  lead,  while  others  seemed  to  retard 
the  action.  Among  the  latter,  silica,  calcium  carbonate  and  chlo- 
rine were  those  that  appeared  to  exert  the  most  decided  retiirdins 
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action,  and  a  series  of  experiments  was  prepared  in  order  to  show, 
if  possible,  in  what  way  this  retarding  action  was  effected, — 
whether  it  was  due  simply  to  the  presence  of  the  substance  in 
solution,  or  whether  the  pipe  was  first  attacked  and  a  coating 
formed  by  combination  with  the  lead,  which  prevented  further 
action. 

One  series  of  six  bottles  was  prepared,  using  ordinary  redistilled 
water,  which  contains  considerable  dissolved  oxygen  and  a  very 
small  amount  of  carbonic  acid ;  and  another  series  of  six  bottles, 
using  redistilled  water  freed  from  both  gases.  The  plan  was  to 
allow  the  waters,  containing  known  amounts  of  the  different  sub- 
stances in  solution,  to  act  upon  the  lead  for  a  certain  time,  then  to 
withdraw  the  pipes  from  the  bottles,  rinsing  off  any  easily  detach- 
able coating  back  into  the  bottles,  and  putting  the  pipes  into  fresh 
portions  of  water  similarly  prepared,  and  allowing  them  to  remain 
the  same  length  of  time  as  before.  By  determining  the  amount  of 
lead  taken  up  by  the  water  in  each  bottle  after  the  first  period  of 
time,  and  then  again  after  the  second  period  of  action  with  the 
fresh  portion  of  water,  it  was  hoped  to  show  whether  the  action 
was  continuous,  or  whether  the  pipes  would  become  coated  with 
compounds  which  would  prevent  as  much  action  as  occurred  in  the 
first  case ;  also,  after  the  final  period  of  action,  any  coating  which 
appeared  in  sufficient  quantity  was  to  be  tested,  to  determine  if 
possible  its  composition. 

These  experiments  are  not  satisfactorily  completed,  as  yet,  but 
seem  to  indicate  that,  as  generally  supposed,  certain  mineral  mat- 
ters prevent  action  not  only  by  aiding  the  formation  of  a  protective 
coating  upon  the  pipes,  but  also  by  their  simple  presence  in  the 
water. 

Eelation  that  the  Amount  of  Carbonic  Acid  and  Oxygen  in 
Solution  in  Waters  bears  to  the  Amount  of  Lead  taken 
FROM  Lead  Pipes  by  Ground  and  Surface  Waters. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  1898  and  up  to  the 
present  time  determinations  of  the  amount  of  dissolved  oxygen 
and  carbonic  acid  have  been  made  in  a  number  of  the  water  sup- 
plies of  the  cities  and  towns  from  which  we  have  obtained  samples 
for  the  determination  of  lead.  In  order  that  these  determinations 
of  oxygen  and  carbonic  acid  may  have  a  value,  they  have  to  be 
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made  in  the  various  towns  and  cities  with  water  taken  directly  from 
the  supplies,  as  water,  when  transported  from  these  towns  and 
cities  to  the  laboratory,  loses  in  some  instances  a  large  percentage 
of  both  the  oxygen  and  free  carbonic  acid  during  this  transporta- 
tion. Enough  of  these  determinations  have  been  made  up  to  the 
present  time  to  present  in  the  form  of  tables,  together  with  the  lead 
found  in  the  samples  of  water  from  the  various  places,  and  the 
degree  of  hardness  of  that  water.  The  first  table  is  an  arrangement 
of  ground-water  supplies  :  — 


TOWH  OR  ClTT. 


Lowell,*  . 
North  Baaton, . 
FBlrhftTen, 
Klogttoo, 
Bharon,    . 
Mllford,    .       .       . 
Watt  Brookfl«ld,t  . 
Framingham,  . 
Bomb  Hadley, . 
Atbburnham,  . 
Bevere,     . 
Maiden,     . 
Metbaen,  . 
Readingtt 


Lbad. 
(Parte  per  100,000.) 


Water  In  Pipes 
OTer  Night. 


Water  in 
Daytime  Uae. 


.1083 
.1667 
.2461 
.1962 
.0274 
.1091 
.0779 
.0340 
.1194 
.1210 
.0185 
.0200 
.0056 
.0142 


.1899 
.0414 
.09S9 
.0944 
.0140 
.1258 
.0437 
.0189 
.0885 
.0307 
.0101 
.0057 
.0056 
.0055 


Free  CO  2- 
(Parte 

io£ooo.) 


2.85 
2.84 
2.17 
2.08 
1.96 
1.55 
1.52 
1.51 
0.92 
0.80 
0.74 
0.70 
0.29 
0.00 


Oxygen 

DlMolTed. 

(Per 

Cent,  of 
Satoration  ) 


10 
64 

47 
86 
03 
40 

104 
43 

105 

102 

11 

54 

9 

105 


Hardneti. 
(Parts 

100/XW.) 


2.80 
1.80 
1.40 
1.00 
2.90 
1.00 
0.60 
8.60 
0.40 
1.10 
7.90 
4.40 
2.90 
9.30 


*  Average  of  tbree  ayateme  of  wells. 

X  filtered  water,  alum  and  lime  having  been  added. 


t  Settled  in  cistema. 


A  study  of  this  table  shows  that  the  clear  and  practically  color- 
less supplies,  which  most  actively  attack  lead,  are  those  containing 
the  most  carbonic  acid  and  a  small  or  medium  amount  of  mineral 
matter,  as  shown  by  the  determination  of  hardness.  Fairhaven  and 
Kingston,  where  many  cases  of  lead  poisoning  have  occurred  during 
the  past  few  years,  stand  first  and  second  on  the  table  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  lead  found  in  the  samples  which  we  have  analyzed  of 
water  that  has  remained  in  the  pipes  for  a  number  of  hours ;  while 
Lowell  and  Milford,  where  many  cases  of  lead  poisoning  are  now 
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urring,  stand  third  and  fourth  upon  the  table.  Lowell  samples 
w  the  most  lead  taken  from  the  pipes  during  daytime  use.  West 
»okfield  water  attacks  lead  pipes  actively,  but  the  lead  remains 
I  great  extent  in  the  cisterns,  as  previously  explained,  and  the 
res  in  this  table  give  only  the  lead  in  solution  in  this  water ; 
total  amount  in  the  samples  averaging  over  8  parts  (see  page 
).  While  the  table  is  not  exactly  regular  in  respect  to  the 
3onic  acid,  hardness  and  lead,  still  it  must  be  remembered  that 
length  of  the  lead  pipes  from  which  the  samples  were  taken 
led  very  much  in  different  towns  and  in  different  places  in  the 
le  town,  and  that  the  water  remained  in  the  pipes  for  different 
iods  of  time.  Sharon  water,  although  containing  nearly  2  parts 
carbonic  acid  and  much  free  oxygen,  is  prevented,  apparently 
its  hardness  of  2.90  parts,  from  attacking  lead,  and  it  is  prob- 
3  that  this  degree  of  hardness  is  sufficient  to  prevent  action  in 
le  waters  containing  this  amount  of  carbonic  acid,  but  varies 
ii  the  character  of  the  mineral  constituents  causing  the  hardness. 
Len  as  a  whole,  the  table  is  as  regular  as  could  be  expected, 
'he  second  table  presented  is  that  of  towns  and  cities  having 
face- water  supplies  :  — 


Town  ob  Citt. 


o. 


(btOD, 

ich,   . 

Bedford, . 

ood, 

Br,     . 

•pee,* 

enee, 

•pee,* 

>rd,  . 

liver, 

land, 

^eld, 


Lkad. 
(Parts  per  100,000.) 


In  Pipes 
over  Might 


.1778 
.2178 
.0099 
.1466 
.0581 
.0829 
.1037 
.1094 
.8921 
.0668 
.0366 
.1055 
.0687 


Dajtlme 
Use. 


.0099 
.0774 
.0031 
.0177 
.0810 
.0511 
.0490 
.0276 
.0778 
.0060 
.0080 
.0283 
.0195 


Free  GO  2. 

(Parts 

per 

100,000.) 


1.57 
1.48 
.78 
.67 
.50 
.50 
.40 
.81 
.28 
.27 
.00 
.00 
.00 


Oxygen 
Dissolved. 

(Per 

Cent,  of 

Saturation.) 


84 

78 

1 

54 
104 
02 
97 
85 
97 
75 
98 
88 
97 


Hardness. 

(Parts 

per 

100,000.) 


1.60 
.50 

1.30 
.80 
.80 
.60 
.60 

1.10 

1.40 
.80 
.60 
.80 
.80 


*  Two  different  rappUee. 
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A  study  of  this  table  shows  that  its  regularity  is  much  less  than 
that  of  the  ground-water  supplies,  but  this  can  be  accounted  for  by 
an  accurate  study  of  the  figures  given,  and  the  sanitary  analyses  of 
the  water  supplies  of  these  towns  and  cities  given  in  previous  tables. 
In  the  first  place,  all  of  these  waters  are  soft ;  in  the  second  place, 
most  of  them  contain  but  a  small  amount  of  carbonic  acid,  as  com- 
pared with  the  amount  present  in  the  ground-water  supplies  which 
violently  attack  lead,  but  a  large  amount  of  free  oxygen. 

The  experiments  given  on  previous  pages  have  proved  that  oxygen, 
under  certain  conditions,  is  quite  as  active  as  carbonic  acid  in 
attacking  lead  pipes  when  the  lead  is  placed  in  distilled  water,  and 
a  study  of  this  table,  together  with  previous  tables,  will  show  that 
some  of  these  waters,  which  contain  little  or  no  carbonic  acid  but 
are  saturated  with  oxygen,  are  comparatively  soft  and  colorless  sur- 
face waters,  containing  little  organic  matter.  The  waters  of  Chico- 
pee.  Concord,  Norwood  and  Rockland  are  of  this  character,  and,  in 
their  freedom  from  organic  mineral  matter,  resemble  to  a  certain 
extent  distilled  water,  and  therefore  the  oxygen,  as  was  shown  by 
the  experiment  with  distilled  water  with  and  without  peptone,  having 
little  organic  matter  to  attack,  is  left  free  to  attack  the  lead.  Again, 
it  was  shown  by  our  experiments  that  highly  colored  water  would 
attack  lead  if  sufficient  time  and  air  were  allowed  for  the  change  of 
this  carbonaceous  coloring  matter  to  carbonic  acid  in  the  presence 
of  oxygen.  This  change  probably  occurs  when  some  highly  colored 
surface  waters  remain  in  the  service  pipes  for  some  hours,  as  shown 
by  the  lead  in  the  New  Bedford  and  Boston  samples  taken  after  the 
water  had  stood  in  lead  pipes  for  a  number  of  hours,  most  of  these 
Boston  samples  having  been  taken  when  the  water  was  more  highly 
colored  than  at  the  present  time.  Determinations  of  carbonic  acid 
have  also  shown  that  this  gas  sometimes  increases  as  the  water  stays 
in  the  pipes. 

Lawrence  water  is  a  filtered  surface  water,  and  hence  resembles  to 
a  certain  extent  a  ground  water.  It  contains,  moreover,  more  free 
ammonia  than  any  other  surface  water  on  the  table,  and  is  high  in 
nitrates. 

In  New  Bedford  we  have  a  marked  example  of  a  water  which, 
while  not  acting  so  violently  upon  lead  that  much  is  taken  from  the 
pipes  when  the  water  is  drawn  frequently,  still  is  of  such  a  char- 
acter that,  when  allowed   to  remain  for  a  considerable  period  of 
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time  in  the  pipes,  it  takes  considerable  lead  both  in  solution  and  sus- 
pension from  them ;  that  is,  a  coating  of  organic  and  mineral  matter 
forms  upon  the  pipes,  carbonic  acid  is  generated,  which,  together 
with  the  oxygen  present,  attacks  the  lead,  and  this  deposit  is,  when 
the  water  is  drawn  quickly  after  hours  of  rest,  apparently  easily 
detached  from  the  pipe  and  drawn  out,  thus  increasing  the  amount 
of  lead  in  water  drawn  after  periods  of  rest  above  that  actually 
taken  into  solution  by  the  water  during  this  period  of  rest. 

In  the  various  supplies  the  pressure  of  the  water  in  the  pipes 
varies,  but  in  all  the  supplies  it  is  several  atmospheres,  and  the 
amount  of  lead  taken  into  solution  by  carbonic  acid  and  oxygen 
increases  as  the  pressure  increases. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  that  in  Kingston  and  Fairhaven^ 
towns  having  a  large  number  of  cases  of  lead  poisoning  during  the 
past  few  years,  the  average  amount  of  lead  found  in  the  samples 
taken  when  the  water  was  in  ordinary  daytime  use  was  in  each  case 
nearly  .1000  of  a  part  per  100,000  parts.  Milford  and  Lowell,  the 
samples  from  which  contained  a  greater  average,  have  had  and 
are  having  many  cases  of  lead  poisoning.  In  all  of  these  four  places, 
however,  the  average  amount  of  lead,  found  when  the  water  was 
allowed  to  stand  in  the  pipes  for  a  number  of  hours,  was  about  .2000 
of  a  part.  Many  of  the  samples  from  these  places  contained,  more- 
over, much  more  lead  than  these  averages  and  at  times  many  of  the 
inhabitants  must  have  drunk  water  containing  much  more  lead  than 
the  averages  indicate. 

Interviews  with  physicians  in  the  towns  and  cities  where  series  of 
samples  have  been  taken  fail  to  show  a  prevalence  of  lead  poisoning 
in  any  except  the  four  places  mentioned  above,  although  occasional 
cases  have  been  noted  in  several  other  towns  that  have  ground-water 
supplies.  Our  investigations  so  far  made  in  the  towns  and  cities 
having  surface-water  supplies  have  failed  to  reveal  any  cases  what- 
ever, although  many  of  these  waters  attack  lead,  the  amounts  found 
in  some  samples  not  being  inconsiderable,  and  the  lead,  taken  in 
this  manner  into  the  systems  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  cities 
and  towns,  may  cause  mild  or  unrecognized  cases  of  lead  poisoning. 
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ExPERniENTAL   PiPES. 

In  the  course  of  this  investigation,  pipes  of  different  metals  have  been 
placed  for  experimental  purposes  in  the  following  towns  of  the  State : 
Fairhaven,  Kingston,  New  Bedford,  West  Brookfield  and  Lowell. 

In  Fairhaven  the  pipes  were  of  lead,  iron,  galvanized  iron  and 
block  tin,  and  were  placed  in  the  pumping  station,  attached  to  the 
main.  The  pipes  were  %  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  45  feet  in 
length,  with  a  faucet  at  the  end  of  each  pipe.  Instructions  were 
given  that  the  water  should  be  allowed  to  flow  slowly  through  these 
pipes  during  each  day,  so  that  at  least  100  gallons  should  pass 
through  the  pipes  each  twenty-four  hours.  Samples  have  been 
taken  for  analysis  at  various  dates,  with  the  following  results  :  — 

Fairhaven. 

Gallon  samples  from  the  iron  pipe  showed  the  following  amounts 
of  iron  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


DATS  or 

COLLBOTIOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Iron. 

'           Datb  or 

COLLKOTIOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Iron. 

Jan.  25, 1898,  . 
Jan.  25, 1898,  . 
Feb.  24, 1898,  . 
Aug.    4,1898,  . 
Aug.   4, 1898,  . 
Nov.  26, 1898,  . 

Over  night,     . 
One  hour. 
Over  night,     . 
Over  night,     . 
One  hour. 
Over  night,     . 

1.2720 
0.4600 
0.8800 
1.2240 

0.8960  ; 

1 

0.7500  , 

Nov.  26, 1898,  . 
Dec.  IS,  1898,  . 
Dec.  13,  1898,  . 
Feb.  24,  1899,  . 
Feb.  24, 1899,  . 

1 

One  hoar, 
Over  night,     . 
One  hoar. 
Over  night,     . 
One  hoar. 

O.SfiOO 
0.2SOO 

o.ono 

1.2000 
0.6SOO 

Samples  collected  from  the  galvanized-iron  pipe  showed  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  of  zinc  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Datb  of 

COLLKCnOM. 

Time 

Sample  tttood 

In  Pipe. 

Zinc. 

Date  of 

COLLKCTIOV. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

ZiM. 

Jan.  25, 1898,  . 
Jan.  25, 1898,  . 
Feb.  24, 1898,  . 
Feb.  24,  1898,  . 
AprU  7, 1898,  . 
April  7, 1898,  . 
Aug.   4, 1898,  . 

Over  night,     , 
One  hour. 
Over  night. 
One  hour. 
Over  night. 
One  hour. 
Over  night. 

1.7038 
1.2458 
1.5249 
1.1443 
1.1236 
0.2591 
1.2154 

1 

'  Aug.   4,  1898,  . 

Nov.  26, 1898,  . 

Nov.  26, 1898,  . 

Dec.  13, 1898,  . 

1 

i  Dec.  13, 1898,  . 
Feb.  24, 1899,  . 
Feb.  24, 1899,  . 

One  hoar. 
Over  night,     . 
One  hoar, 
Over  night,     . 
One  hoar. 
Over  night,     . 
One  hoar. 

O.4T01 

i.7ae 

0.B4SS 
1.0913 
1.2STI 

i.Tsn 

1.64SJ 
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Samples  collected  from  the  lead  pipe  showed  the  following  amounts 
of  lead  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Datk  oy 

COLLXCTIOH. 

Time 

Sample  ttood 

In  Pipe. 

Lead. 

Date  or 

COLLBOnOH. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Lead. 

Jan.  25,1806,   . 
Jan.  2ft,  1808,   . 
Feb.  24, 1808,   .       . 
Feb.  24, 1808,  . 
AprU7,1808,   . 
April  7, 1808,   . 
Auff.  4, 1808,   . 

Over  night. 
One  hour. 
Over  night,     . 
One  hour. 
Over  night. 
One  hour. 
Over  night,     . 

.4140 

.2208 

.8071  ! 

.1061 

.1086 

.1061 

.7300 

Aug.  4, 1808,  . 
Nov.  26, 1808,  . 
Nov.  26, 1808,  .       . 
Deo.  13, 1808,  . 
Dee.  13, 1808,  . 
Feb.  24, 1800,  .       . 
Feb.  24, 1800,  . 

One  hour. 
Over  night,    . 
One  hoar. 
Over  night,     , 
One  bonr. 
Over  night,     . 
One  hour. 

.2887 
.4672 
.1752 
.2570 
.2670 
.8604 
.2808 

Samples  collected  from  the  block-tin  pipe  gave  the  following 
amounts  of  tin  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Datk  of 

TlV  FOUND,  AFTSB  SAMPLK 

rrooD  IK  Pipe  — 

DATS  OF 
COLLBOTIOV. 

TlV  FODITD,  AFTBB  BAMPLS 

STOOD  IK  Pipe— 

COLLBOTIOK. 

Over  Nlgbt. 

One  Hour. 

Over  Night. 

One  Hour. 

Jan.  26, 1808,     . 
Feb.  24,  1808,     .        . 
April  7, 1808,     . 
Aug.  4, 1808,     . 

.0860 
.0247 
.0607 
.0382 

.0180 
.0247 

Nov.  26, 1808,     . 
Jan.    7, 1800,    • 
Feb.  24, 1800,     . 

.1020 
.0260 
.0220 

.0467 
.0114 
.0086 

Kingston. 

At  Kingston  four  kinds  of  pipe  were  experimented  with,  namely, 
iron,  galvanized  iron,  lead  and  block  tin.  The  pipes  were  each  % 
inch  in  diameter,  45  feet  in  length,  and  were  attached  to  the  main 
in  the  pumping  station.  Instructions  were  given  that  the  water 
should  be  allowed  to  flow  slowly  through  these  pipes  during  each 
day,  so  that  at  least  100  gallons  should  pass  through  the  pipes  each 
twenty-four  hours. 

These  results  cannot  be  compared,  however,  directly  with  the 
saniples  showing  the  amount  of  lead  taken  from  service  pipes  in  this 
town,  and  summarized  on  previous  pages,  as  the  water  supply  had 
been  changed  before  these  experiments  were  made. 

Samples  collected  for  analysis  from  the  iron  pipes  showed  the 
following  amounts  of  iron  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 
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DATS  OW 
COLLBCnOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Iron. 

Datb  of 

COLLSOnOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Iron. 

Jan.  22, 1808,   . 
Jan.  22, 1898,    . 

Over  night,     . 
One  hoar. 

.0650 
.0060 

March  4, 1808, . 
March  4, 1896, . 

Over  night,     .       .  |    .0180 
One  hour,               .  .    .0010 

Samples  collected  from  the  galvanized-iron  pipe  showed  the  fol- 
lowing amounts  of  zinc  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Pats  ow 

COLLKCnOll. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Zinc. 

Date  op 
collkctioh. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Zinc 

June  22, 1898,  . 
Jnly29, 1898,  . 
July  29, 1898,  . 
Not.  26, 1808,  . 

Twenty -four  hoars, 
Sixteen  honrs. 
One  hour, 
Fifteen  hours. 

1.0657 

1.4042 

.0371 

.0457  ! 

1 

1 
Not.  26, 1808,  . 

Feb.  10, 1800,  . 

Feb.  10, 1800,  . 

One  hoar. 
Seventeen  honra,  . 
One  hoar. 

.1686 
.6S71 
.2428 

Samples  collected  from  the  lead  pipe  showed  the  following  amounts 
of  lead  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Date  of 
collkctiok. 


Jan.  22,  1898,  . 
Jan.  22,  1808,  . 
March  2,  1808,  . 
March  2,  1808, . 
April  6, 1898,  . 
April  6, 1808,  . 


Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 


Fifteen  hours. 
One  hour. 
Sixteen  hours, 
Two  hours,  . 
Sixteen  hours. 
One  hour. 


Lead. 


.1173 
.0345 
.0204 
.0117 
.0073 
.0058 


Datb  of 
collbotion. 


July  20,  1898,  . 

July  20, 1898,  . 

Nov.  26,  1898,  . 

Nov.  26,  1898,  . 

Feb.  19, 1809,  . 

Feb.  10, 1809,  . 


Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 


Sixteen  hours. 
One  hour, 
Fifteen  hours, 

.  >  One  hour, 

.  '  Seventeen  hours, 

.  :  One  hour, 


Lead. 


.0920 
.0360 
.0321 
.0821 
.05« 
.0175 


Samples  collected  from  the  block-tin  pipe  showed  the  following 
amounts  of  tin  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


pP,tI^-r?L          '         Sam!il"!tood 

COLLUCTIOW.                               ,„»'pip^ 

1 
1 

Tin. 

Date  of 
Collection. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Ttn. 

Jan.   22, 1808, . 
Jan.   22,  1808,  . 
March  2,  1808,  . 
March  2,  1808,  . 
April  6,  1808,  . 

Fifteen  hours. 
One  hour, 
Sixteen  hours. 
One  hour. 
Sixteen  hours, 

.0674 
.0000 
.0743 
.0674 
.0337 

April  6,  1808,  . 
Nov.  26,1808,  . 
Nov.  26.  1808,  . 
Feb.  10, 1800,  . 
Feb.  10, 1800,  . 

One  hour. 
Fifteen  hours. 
One  hour. 
Seventeen  hours,  . 
One  hour, 

.0000 
.049 
.009 
.0S« 
.0149 
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Lowell. 

In  Lowell  experimental  pipes  of  galvanized  iron,  lead  and  tin 
were  placed  in  the  pumping  station  of  the  boulevard  wells,  in  the 
pumping  station  of  the  Cook  wells  and  in  the  city  hall,  where  the 
supply  is  sometimes  from  the  boulevard  wells  and  sometimes  from 
the  Cook  wells.  These  pipes  were  approximately  45  feet  in  length 
and  %  inch  in  diameter,  with  a  faucet  attached  to  each  pipe,  and 
water  was  allowed  to  run  through  them  approximately  the  same  as 
through  the  Fairhaven  and  Kingston  pipes.  The  greater  action 
occurred  in  the  pipes  receiving  water  from  the  Cook  wells,  un- 
doubtedly due  to  the  fact  that  the  average  amount  of  free  carbonic 
acid  in  this  water  at  the  times  of  collecting  samples  was  3,90  parts 
per  100,000 ;  while  in  the  water  from  the  boulevard  wells  it  was 
2.00  parts  per  100,000.  The  city  hall  is  supplied  with  boulevard 
well  water.     Samples  were  collected  from  these  pipes  as  follows  :  — 

Boulevard  Wells,  —  Samples  collected  from  the  galvanized-iron 
pipe  showed  the  following  amounts  of  zinc  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Datb  or 
CoLLEcrioy. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

Ui  IMpe. 

Zinc. 

1 

Date  or 

COLLKOnOK. 

Tlma 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Zinc. 

March  16, 1899, 
Mftreh  16, 1899, 

Twelre  honra, 
One  hour, 

1.8891 
.5939  , 

April  18, 1899, . 
April  18, 1899, . 

Twelre  hoara, 
One  hour, 

1.1167 
.6228 

Samples  collected  from  the  lead  pipe  showed  the  following  amounts 
of  lead  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Date  or 

COLLBOnOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Lead. 

Datk  or 

COLLKCTIOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Lead. 

March  16, 1899, 
March  16, 1899, 

Twelre  hours. 
One  hour. 

.1197 
.0380 

j  April  20, 1899, . 
,  April  20, 1899, . 

Twelre  hours. 
One  hour, 

.1460 
.0400 

Samples  collected  from  the  block-tin  pipe  showed  the  following 
amounts  of  tin  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Date  or 

COX^LKOTIOir. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Tin. 

Datk  or 

COLLBCTIOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Tin. 

ICareh  16, 1899,       .     Twelre  hours, 

1 

llarch  16, 1899,       .  |  One  hour. 

.0114 
.0114 

May  10, 1899,    . 

• 

May  10, 1899,    . 

Twelve  hours, 
One  hour. 

.0185 
.0068 
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Cook  Wells.  —  Samples  collected  from  the  galvanized-iron  pipe 
showed  the  following  amounts  of  zinc  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Date  op 
collsctiov. 

Thnc 

Sample  stood 

in  IMpe. 

Zinc 

Datk  ot 

COLLBCTIOV. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Zlse. 

March  10, 1800,       . 
March  10, 1800. 

Twelve  hours. 
One  boor, 

1 
1.0000 

1.6600 

April  18, 1800, . 
April  18, 1800,  . 

Twelve  honra. 
One  hoar. 

1.1418 
0.87S6 

Samples  collected  from  the  lead  pipe  showed  the  following  amounts 
of  lead  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Datk  of 
collkctiom. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Lead. 

Datk  op 
collbctioh. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Usd. 

March  10, 1800, 
March  10, 1800, 

Twelve  hours. 
One  hoar. 

.0424 
.0611 

AprU  18, 1800, . 
April  18,  1800, . 

Twelve  hoars. 
One  honr. 

.46R 
.8504 

Samples  collected  from  the  block-tin  pipe  showed  the  following 
amounts  of  tin  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Date  op 
collrotioh. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Flpe. 

Tin. 

Datb  op 
collkction. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Tin. 

March  25, 1800, 
March  25,  1899, 

Twelve  hoars. 
One  hour, 

.0382 
.0140 

May  11, 1899,    . 
May  11,  1899,    . 

Twelve  hoars. 
One  hoar, 

.0235 
.OlSO 

Citff  IlalL  —  Samples  collected  from  the  galvanized-iron  pipe 
showed  the  following  amounts  of  zinc  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Date  op 
Collection. 

Time 

Sample  titood 

in  I'ipe. 

Zinc. 

Datb  of 

COLLBCTION. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Zinc 

March  17, 1899, 
March  17, 1899, 

Twelve  hours,        .    10.5898 

One  hour,       .        .  1      .4333 

1 

— *- 

!  April  20,  1899,. 

April  20, 1899. . 

i 

Twelve  hoars,        .  '  1.O490 

One  hoar,       .        .  '    .4219 

1 

Samples  collected  from  the  lead  pipe  showed  the  following  amounts 
of  lead  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Datr  of 
Collection. 

Time 

Ssmple  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Lead. 

Date  op 
Collection. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Lesd. 

March  17, 1899, 
March  17,  1899, 

Twelve  hoars, 

• 

One  hour. 

.1110 
.0360 

April  18, 1899, . 
April  18,  1899, . 

Twelve  hoara. 
One  hour. 

.2391 
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Samples  collected  from  the  block-tin  pipe  showed  the  following 
amounts  of  tin  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Datk  of 

COLLKCTIOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Tin. 

Datk  of 
oollkctiok. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Tin. 

£arch  17,  1899. 
f  arch  17,  1899, 

Twelve  hours. 
One  hour. 

.0614 

.0028 

1 

May  17, 1899,    . 
May  17, 1899,   . 

Twelve  hours, 
One  hour. 

.0100 
.0090 

^ew  Bedford. 

In  the  pumping  station  of  the  New  Bedford  water  works,  experi- 
nental  pipes  were  connected  with  the  main,  a  faucet  attached  to 
;ach  one  and  water  allowed  to  flow  through  them  as  at  the  other 
3laces.  The  pipes  were  iron,  galvanized  iron,  lead  and  block  tin, 
ind  were  each  45  feet  in  length  and  %  inch  in  diameter.  Samplea 
svere  collected  as  follows  :  — 

Samples  collected  from  the  iron  pipe  showed  the  following  amounta 
>f  iron  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Date  of 

COLLKCnOV. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Iron. 

Date  of 

COLLBCTIOir. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Iron. 

reb.  18, 1898,   . 
?eb.l8,1898,   . 
ipH16,1898,   . 
fLpril6, 1898,   . 
roly  29, 1898,   . 
ruly29, 1898,   .        . 

Twenty -four  hours, 
One  hour, 
Twenty  hours, 
One  hour. 
Fourteen  hours. 
One  hour. 

1.6640 
.2700 
.2300 
.0660 
.6900 
.3000 

1 
Sept.  14, 1898, . 

Sept.  14, 1898, . 

Nov.  26, 1898,  .       . 

Nov.  26,  1898, . 

Feb.  21,1899,. 

Feb.  21,1899,. 

Fourteen  hours,     . 
One  hour. 
Twelve  hours. 
One  hour, 
Thirteen  hours,     . 
One  hour. 

.3300 
.166a 
.1800 
.1760 
.6200 
.2000 

Samples  collected  from  the  galvanized-iron  pipe  showed  the  fol- 
owing  amounts  of  zinc  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


DATS  OF 

CoLLscnov. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Zinc. 

Date  of 
collbotiok. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Zinc 

feb.    18,1898, 
?eb.    18,1898, 
Ipril    6,1898, 
Ipril    6,1898, 
roly    29,1898, 
roly    29,1898, 

Twenty. four  hours, 
One  hour, 
Twenty  hours, 
One  hour. 
Fourteen  hours. 
One  hour, 

0.7797 
0.4086 
3.0316 
1.4639 
0.6428 
0.3971 

Sept.  14, 1898, 
Sept.   14,1898, 
Nov.    22,1898, 
Nov.    22,1898, 
Feb.    21,1899, 
Feb.    21,1899, 

Fourteen  hours,     • 
One  hour. 
Twelve  hours, 
One  hour. 
Thirteen  hours. 
One  hour,       .       • 

.0148 
.0067 
.9942 
.1948 
.7686. 
.6086 
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Samples  collected  from  the  lead  pipe  showed  the  following  amoants 
of  lead  in  parts  per  100,000 :  — 


Date  of 

COLLBCnOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Lead. 

Date  op 
colueotiok. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Lesd. 

Feb.   18,1808,.       . 
Feb.  18,  1808, .       . 
April   5,1808,. 
April  6,1808,. 
July  20,1808,.       . 
Ju\j  20,1808,.       . 

Twenty-four  hours. 
One  hour. 
Twenty-one  hours. 
One  hour. 
Fifteen  hours, 
One  hour. 

.8877 
.2670 
.7008 
.0878 
.2828 
.1110 

Sept.  14, 1808, . 
Sept.  14, 1808, . 
Nov.  22,1808,. 
Nov.  22, 1808, .       . 
Feb.   21,1800,. 
Feb.   21,1800,. 

Fourteen  hours,     . 
One  hour. 
Twelve  hours. 
One  hour. 
Thirteen  hours. 
One  hour. 

.4672 
.1080 
.4088 
.U68 
.4873 
.2808 

Samples  collected  from  the  block-tin  pipe  showed  the  following 
nmounts  of  tin  in  parts  per  100,000  :  — 


Date  op 

COLLKOTIOM. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

in  Pipe. 

Tin. 

Date  of 

COLLSOnOK. 

Time 

Sample  stood 

In  Pipe. 

Tta. 

Feb.  18,1808,. 
Feb.  18,  1808,  . 
April    5,  1808, . 
AprU    5,1898,. 
July  29,  1898, . 
July  29, 1898,  . 

Twenty-foar  hours. 
One  hour. 
Twenty-one  hours. 
One  hour. 
Fourteen  hours, 
One  hour, 

.0820 
.0225 
.0292 
.0000 
.0429 
.0057 

1 
Sept.  14, 1898, . 

Sept.  14, 1898,  . 

[  Nov.  22,  1898,  . 

Nov.  22, 1898,  . 

Feb.  21,  1899,  . 

Feb.  21.  1899.  . 

Fourteen  hours,     . 
One  hour. 
Twelve  hours. 
One  hour. 
Thirteen  hours. 
One  hour. 

.0657 
.0S86 
.1280 
.0748 
.1496 
.0171 

I 
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CTHODS   FOR  THE   DETERMINATION   OF  LEAD,  TIN, 
ZINC  AND  COPPER  IN  DRINKING  WATERS. 

The  making  of  many  analyses  for  the  determination  of  lead,  etc., 
jessitated  the  employment  of  a  method  capable  of  determining 
•y  small  amounts  of  lead  in  a  reasonably  short  time,  and  with  the 
5  of  one  gallon  or  less  of  water.  Consequently,  much  thought 
i  study  have  been  given  to  improving  methods ;  and  to  the  labora- 
y  force  and  especially  to  Mr.  F.  B,  Forbes  much  of  the  credit  is  due, 
e  ordinary  gravimetric  methods  not  sufficing,  resource  was  had 
a  colorimetric  method,  in  which  the  lead  is  precipitated  as  sul- 
ide,  which  in  this  finely  divided  state  colors  the  solution  brown, 
1  this  color  is  compared  with  the  color  of  a  standard  solution  of  a 
d  salt  similarly  treated.     The  method  employed  by  Dr.  Worcester, 

0  made  a  number  of  analyses,  was  first  used  with  a  few  slight 
idifications,  and  was  as  follows  :  — 

Three  thousand  five  hundred  cubic  centimeters  of  the  sample  were 
iporatcd  in  a  porcelain  dish,  with  the  addition  of  5  cubic  centi- 
ters  of  nitric  acid  to  complete  dryness.  The  dish  was  then 
ited  strongly  in  order  to  char  the  organic  matter  and  dehydrate 
!  silica.  After  cooling,  acetic  acid  was  added  and  the  contents 
the  dish  boiled.  A  little  dilute  sulphuric  acid  was  then  added  to 
ivert  the  lead  to  sulphate,  and  then  an  excess  of  ammonia.  If 
n  was  present  in  the  water,  it  was  here  precipitated  as  ferric 
drate  and  filtered  oft*,  while  the  lead  sulphate  was  dissolved  by 

1  ammonium  acetate  and  remained  in  solution.  If  copper  was 
jsent,  the  filtrate  was  colored  blue  by  its  hydrate,  soluble  in  ex- 
s  of  ammonia,  and  this  color  was  compared  with  the  color  of  a 
ndard  copper  solution.  If  copper  was  found,  it  was  prevented 
m  being  precipitated  by  the  hydrogen  sulphide  water  that  was 
ct  added  by  adding  a  few  drops  of  potassium  cyanide  to  the  solu- 
n.  The  lead  was  precipitated  as  sulphide  by  the  hydrogen  sul- 
:de,  and  the  brown  color  imparted  to  the  solution  compared  with 

colors  obtained   by  treating  with   hydrogen   sulphide   various 
)wn  amounts  of  a  standard  solution  of  lead  acetate  made  alkaline 
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with  ammoniA.  If  zino  was  present,  as  was  quite  frequent  on 
aooount  of  the  use  of  galvanized-iron  pipes  in  conneotion  with  the 
lead  pipes,  its  sulphide,  which  is  white  and  precipitates  in  alkaline 
solution,  tended  to  interfere  with  the  reading  of  the  lead.  If  the 
amount  of  zinc  sulphide  was,  however,  very  small  compared  with 
the  lead,  its  effect  on  the  latter  was  neglected.  If  considerable 
zinc  was  present,  the  mixed  sulphides  were  dissolved  in  hot  dilate 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  lead  separated  by  hydrogen  sulphide  in 
acid  solution.  The  zinc  was  then  precipitated  as  a  sulphide  in  alka- 
line solution,  the  precipitate  filtered  off,  ignited  and  weighed  as 
zino  oxide. 

This  method  of  determining  lead,  when  employed  with  clear 
waters  which  contained  very  little  iron,  gave  quite  satisfactory  re- 
sults ;  but  with  waters  containing  considerable  iron  and  also  organic 
coloring  matter,  the  results  were  not  so  satisfitctory.  The  filtrate 
from  the  iron  precipitation  was  frequently  so  highly  colored  that  it 
was  impossible  to  read  the  color  of  the  lead  sulphide  obtained  when 
hydrogen  sulphide  was  added.  Strong  heating  of  the  residue  from 
the  evaporation  of  the  water  with  sulphuric  acid  did  not  insure  i 
colorless  filtrate  from  the  precipitation  of  the  iron,  and  in  some 
cases  the  heavy  iron  precipitate  contained  lead.  There  was  aleo 
experienced  with  some  waters  high  in  organic  coloring  matters,  i 
difficulty  in  obtaining  a  complete  separation  of  iron.  The  slightest 
amount  of  iron  in  the  filtrate  precipitates  with  hydrogen  sulphide 
in  alkaline  solution,  and  imparts  a  green  color  to  this  solution,  thus 
rendering  the  deteimi nation  of  the  amount  of  lead  present  by  color 
reading  difficult. 

In  order  to  learn  how  to  obviate  these  difficulties  a  series  of  ex- 
periments was  made.  In  the  previous  method  the  standard  lesd 
solution  consisted  of  a  weighed  quantity  of  lead  acetate  dissolved  in 
a  known  volume  of  water ;  but  this  solution  did  not  remain  of  con- 
stant strength  when  kept  in  glass  bottles.  As  in  every  case  the 
final  condition  in  which  the  lead  was  obtained  before  precipitating 
it  by  hydrogen  sulphide  was  as  sulphate  dissolved  in  ammonium 
acetate,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  have  the  lead  in  the  standiri 
solution  in  the  same  condition.  A  solution  was  prepared  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

To  a  strong  solution  of  lead  acetate,  sulphuric  acid  was  added  ii 
slight  excess,  and  the  lead  sulphate  filtered  ofi*  and  washed  free 
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from  acid  with  water.  The  lead  sulphate  was  then  dissolved  in 
ammonium  acetate  sohition,  made  by  neutralizing  glacial  acetic  acid 
(sp.  gr.  1.075)  with  concentrated  ammonia  (sp.  gr.  0,90).  This 
solution  was  then  made  up  to  a  known  volume,  and  the  lead  deter- 
mined in  aliquot  portions  by  precipitating  with  potassium  bichro- 
mate, drying  the  lead  chromate  and  weighing.  Two  portions  of  25 
cubic  centimeters  each  gave 

1.  .6329  g.  PbCrO^.      1  c.  c.  =  .01861  lead. 

2.  .6821  g.  PbCrO^.       1  c.  c.  =  .01364  lead. 

Seventy-five  cubic  centimeters  of  this  solution  were  diluted  to  1  liter 
for  our  standard  solution,  of  which  1  cubic  centimeter  contains 
.001022  lead.  The  strong  solution  did  not  deposit  sediment  on 
standing,  and  frequent  determinations  extending  over  a  period  of 
two  years  have  shown  that  the  strength  of  this  solution  remains 
constant. 

In  all  our  work  it  has  been  customary  to  make  standards  contain- 
ing the  following  amounts  of  lead  solution:  0,  .1,  .2,  .3,  .4,  .5,  .6, 
.7,  .8,  .9,  1.0,  1.5  and  2.0  cubic  centimeters.  The  standards  are 
made  up  in  100  cubic  centimeter  tubes  such  as  are  ordinarily  used  for 
determining  nitrites,  and  the  determinations  are  made  in  similar 
tubes.  In  the  case  of  the  lower  standards  of  the  scale,  the  colors  are 
compared  by  looking  through  the  whole  depth  of  the  liquid,  the  tube 
being  so  held  that  the  light  is  reflected  up  through  the  bottom.  With 
the  higher  standards,  however,  the  comparison  is  made  by  looking 
through  the  sides  of  the  tubes  while  holding  them  against  a  white 
background.  With  waters  whose  lead  contents  are  unknown,  3,500 
cubic  centimeters  are  evaporat^jd  in  a  7-inch  porcelain  dish  over  a 
Bunsen  flame,  and  the  final  solution  of  the  lead  sulphate  in  am- 
monium acetate  made  up  to  the  mark  in  a  100  cubic  centimeter 
tube.  Half  of  this  is  then  treated  with  hydrogen  sulphide  water, 
in  order  to  get  an  approximate  idea  of  the  amount  of  lead  present. 
In  case  the  lead  is  high,  such  an  amount  of  the  solution  is  taken  as 
will  make  the  reading  fall  within  the  range  of  our  standards,  as  2.0 
cubic  centimeters  of  our  standard  solution  is  as  high  as  can  be  read 
with  accuracy.  The  tu])es  containing  the  waters  and  standards  are 
made  up  to  about  two-thirds  full  with  distilled  water,  enough  hy- 
drogen sulphide  water  added  quickly  to  fill  them  to  the  mark,  and, 
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.fte,  .taking,  th,  ^ding,  ..  ..de  ..  rapidl,  „  po«ib.e.  «  f^ 

standards  grow  turbid  with  separation  of  sulphur. 

In  order  to  determine  the  eflfect  of  iron  upon  the  separation  of  the 
lead  from  waters  containing  coloring  matters,  portions  of  3,500 
cubic  centimeters  each  of  Boston  water  were  evaporated,  with  the 
addition  to  each  of  the  same  amount  of  standard  lead  solution  and 
different  amounts  of  iron  varying  from  .025  to  2.50  parts  per  100,- 
000.  The  samples  were  evaporated  with  the  addition  of  5  cubic 
centimeters  of  nitric  acid  to  a  volume  of  about  500  cubic  centi- 
meters, an  excess  of  ammonia  added,  and  the  iron  precipitate  filtered 
off  and  washed  with  water.  The  filtrates  were  then  evaporated  to 
dryness,  heated  strongly  in  order  to  char  the  organic  matter,  and  a 
few  drops  of  sulphuric  acid  added  to  convert  the  lead  to  sulphate. 
Acetic  acid  was  then  added  and  an  excess  of  ammonia,  and,  after 
filtering  from  the  charred  organic  matter  and  dehydrated  silica,  the 
lead,  which  was  then  as  sulphate  dissolved  in  ammonium  acetate, 
was  determined  by  precipitating  with  hydrogen  sulphide  water  and 
comparing  with  standards.  The  amounts  of  lead  found  varied  in- 
versely with  the  amounts  of  iron  added.  Where  only  .025  part 
iron  was  added,  all  the  lead  was  obtained  again ;  but  with  increas- 
ing amounts  of  iron,  less  lead  was  found,  and  with  2.5  parts  iron 
present,  no  lead  at  all. 

Two  sample's  of  water,  each  containing  the  same  amount  of  lead, 
were  evaporated  to  dryness  in  porcelain  dishes  with  nitric  acid,  and 
while  one  was  heated  gently  and  cautiously,  the  other  was  heated 
in  the  full  flame  of  the  blast  lamp.  They  were  then  treated  with 
sulphuric  acid  and  ammonium  acetate  as  above,  and  the  amounts  of 
lead  found  were  in  both  cases  the  amount  added.  There  was  ap- 
parently no  loss  by  volatilization  where  strong  heat  was  applied  to 
the  residue  from  the  evaporation.  It  was  thus  evident  that  in  the 
above  experiments  the  lead  had  been  dragged  down  by  the  heavy 
precipitate  of  ferric  hydrate.  As  this  provided  a  means  of  separat- 
ing the  lead  together  with  the  iron  from  the  soluble  coloring  matter, 
the  following  method  was  adopted  and  used  for  the  determination 
of  lead  in  a  considerable  number  of  samples  of  water  which  con- 
tained both  iron  and  organic  colorinsf  matters  :  — 

To  3,500  cubic  centimeters  of  the  sample  enough  ferrous  am- 
monium sulphate  solution  was  added  to  insure  the  presence  of  over 
2i/>  parts  per  100,000  of  iron.     If  an  excessive  amount  of  lead  was 
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suspected,  more  iron  was  used,  and  in  addition  a  drop  or  two  of 
sulphuric  acid.  The  water  was  then  concentrated  in  a  porcelain 
dish,  with  the  addition  of  5  cubic  centimeters  of  nitric  acid  to  a 
volume  of  about  500  cubic  centimeters,  an  excess  of  ammonia 
added,  boiled  a  few  moments,  and  filtered  through  a  large  plaited 
Swedish  filter.  By  this  procedure  the  lead  was  changed  to  sulphate 
and  was  carried  down  by  the  heavy  precipitate  of  ferric  hydrate. 
The  very  soluble  coloring  matter  went  through  in  the  filtrate,  as 
did  also  copper,  if  present,  its  hydrate  being  soluble  in  excess  of 
ammonia.  Zinc  was  also  found  in  the  filtrate,  its  hydrate  being 
soluble  in  excess  of  ammonia.  This  filtrate  was  acidified  with 
hydrochloric  acid  and  its  freedom  from  lead  proved  by  addition  of 
hydrogen  sulphide.  In  case  a  precipitate  appeared  it  was  filtered 
off,  dissolved  in  hydrochloric  acid  and  the  solution  added  to  the 
main  hydrochloric  acid  solution.  The  precipitate  of  iron  containing 
the  lead  was  washed  once  with  hot  water,  then  dissolved  off  the 
filter  into  a  beaker  with  hot  dilute  hydrochloric  acid.  About  10 
cubic  centimeters  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  were  then  added, 
and  all  the  hydrochloric  acid  expelled  over  a  lamp.  After  cooling, 
about  200  cubic  centimeters  of  a  mixture  of  1  part  water  and  2 
parts  95  per  cent,  alcohol  were  added,  and  the  beaker  allowed  to 
stand  over  night.  The  lead  sulphate  was  then  filtered  off  and 
washed  with  50  per  cent,  alcohol  until  the  w^ashings  were  free  from 
iron.  The  filter  was  then  transferred  to  a  beaker  and  boiled  with 
about  40  cubic  centimeters  of  ammonium  acetate,  made  by  neutral- 
izing glacial  acetic  acid  (sp.  gr.  1.075)  with  concentrated  ammonia 
(sp.  gr.  .90).  Lead  sulphate  being  easily  soluble,  boiling  once 
with  a  strong  ammonium  acetate  solution  and  washing  once  with 
hot  dilute  solution  and  then  with  water  was  generally  sufiicient  to 
extract  all  the  lead  sulphate,  and  the  last  of  the  wash  water  from 
the  filter  through  which  the  solution  was  poured  was  generally  free 
from  lead.  The  filtrate  was  made  up  to  a  definite  volume,  and  an 
aliquot  portion  treated  with  freshly  prepared  hydrogen  sulphide 
w^ater.  The  color  was  compared  with  a  set  of  standards  made  by 
treating  with  hydrogen  sulphide  water  various  amounts  of  the 
standard  solution  of  lead  sulphate  in  ammonium  acetate.  The  fil- 
trates obtained  by  this  method  were  generally  colorless  and  clear, 
and  good  colors  were  obtained  with  hydrogen  sulphide  wat^r  in 
either  acid  or  alkaline  solution.     For  convenience,  both  the  am- 
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moniam  acetate  solution,  used  for  dissolving  the  lead  salphate,  tad 
the  standard  solution  were  made  slightly  acid  with  acetic  add. 

This  method,  as  before  stated,  gave  quite  satisfSsMstory  results,  but 
was  open  to  the  following  objections :  — 

1.  The  concentration  of  the  filtrate  from  the  iron  precipitation, 
in  order  to  test  it  and  insure  its  freedom  from  lead,  was  a  time- 
consuming  operation,  as  was  also  the  washing  of  the  lead  sulphate 
free  from  the  large  amount  of  iron. 

2.  The  lead  was  precipitated  from  solution  twice  as  sulphate 
during  the  process,  thus  increasing  the  liability  of  loss  on  acoonnt 
of  its  slight  solubility,  and  also  the  possibility  of  subsequent  incom- 
plete solution  from  the  filters. 

In  order  to  obviate  these  difficulties,  the  following  method  was 
devised  and  has  been  used  for  the  past  year :  3,500  cubic  centimeters 
of  the  sample  are  evaporated  in  a  porcelain  dish  to  a  volume  of  25 
or  30  cubic  centimeters,  10  or  15  cubic  centimeters  of  ammonium 
chloride  solution  added  to  assist  the  separation  of  the  sulphides,  and 
a  considerable  excess  of  strong  ammonia.     Hydrogen  sulphide  water 
is  then  added  and  the  dish  allowed  to  stand  some  hours,  after  whick 
more  ammonia  and  hydrogen  sulphide  water  are  added.     l%e  con- 
tents of  the  dish  are  then  boiled  a  few  moments  to  expel  excess  of 
hydrogen  sulphide  and,  after  allowing  the  precipitate   to   settle, 
filtered.     The  precipitate  contains  all  the  lead  and  iron  and  sus- 
pended organic  matter,  also  copper  and  zinc,  if  present,  as  sul- 
phides, while  the  soluble  coloring  matter  passes  into  the  filtrate. 
After  washing  once  with  hot  water,  the  filter  is  placed  in  the  origi- 
nal dish  and  the  sulphides  dissolved  by  boiling  in  dilute  nitric  acid 
(1  part  acid,  sp.  gr.  1.2,  to  5  parts  water),  rubbing  the  sides  of  the 
dish  with  a  bit  of  filter  paper  if  necessary  to  detach  any  sulphide 
precipitate  which  adheres.     After  filtering  and  washing  free  from 
acid,  the  filtrate  is  evaporated  to  a  bulk  of  10  or  16  cubic  ceuti- 
meters,  cooled,  5  cubic  centimeters  concentrated  sulphuric  acid  (sf> 
gr.  1.84)  added,  and  heated  until  copious  fumes  of  sulphuric  add 
come  ofl\      At  this  point,  if  the  original  water  contained  little  iron 
(less  than  .025  part),  acetic  acid  and  ammonia  are  added  directir} 
and  after  boiling  and  filtering  ofi*  the  iron,  dehydrated  silica  and 
insoluble  organic  matter,  the  lead  is  read  in  the  alkaline  filtntef 
the  standards  being  also  made  alkaline  with  ammonia. 

If  the  original  water  contains  over  .025  part  iron,  however,  th 
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lead  sulphate  is  washed  into  a  beaker  with  'alcohol  and  water,  and 
allowed  to  settle  over  night,  as  before.  The  lead  sulphate  is  then 
filtered  oflf,  washed  with  50  per  cent,  alcohol  until  free  from  iron, 
and  then  dissolved  by  boiling  the  filter  with  ammonium  acetate  in 
the  porcelain  dish.  After  filtering,  the  lead  is  determined  in  alka- 
line solution.  Portions  of  Boston  tap  water,  to  which  standard  lead 
solution  was  added,  gave  by  this  latter  method,  using  alcohol  sep- 
aration, the  following :  — 


Lead  Solotlon 
added  (Cubic 
Ceotlmeter). 

Lead  Bolatlon 
found  (Cubic 
Centimeter). 

Lead  Solution    Jl!?j'r?jll" 
added  (Cubic    ^^^S.AhVi^*' 
Cenuieter).  ceiSS^.r). 

Lead  8ola- 
tlon  added 

(Cubic 
Centimeter). 

Lead  Solu- 
tion found 

(Cubic 
Centimeter). 

Lead  Solu- 
tion added 

(Cubic 
(Centimeter). 

LeadSolu. 
tlon  found 

(Cubic 
Centimeter). 

0.6 
1.0 

0.60 
0.96 

3.00 
6.00 

8.10 
6.10 

10.0 

10.00 

36.0 

26.00 

Portions  of  Boston  tap  water,  which  contained  .020  part  iron 
and  to  which  lead  was  added,  were  treated  by  the  above  method, 
except  that,  after  obtaining  the  lead  as  sulphate  freed  from  the 
coloring  matter,  acetic  acid  and  ammonia  were  added  directly,  with- 
out separating  out  the  lead  sulphate  in  alcohol.  The  ferric  hydrate 
was  filtered  off  and  the  lead  sulphate  in  ammonium  acetate  solu- 
tion determined  in  the  usual  manner.  The  following  results  were 
obtained :  — 


Lead  Solution 
added  (Cubic 
Centimeter). 

Lead  Solution 

obUlned  (Cubic 

Centimeter). 

Lead  Solution 
added  (Cubic 
Centimeter). 

Lead  Solution 

obtained  (Cubic 

Centimeter). 

Lead  Solution 
added  (Cubic 
Centimeter). 

Lead  Solution 

obtained  (Cubic 

Centimeter). 

0.2 
0.6 
1.0 

0.2             1 
0.6 

0.9 

1 

2.0 
3.0 

4.0 

2.0 
2.8 
3.9 

6.0 
10.0 
20.0 

4.6 

9.0 

17.9 

Further  experiments  were  made  with  larger  amounts  of  iron  than 
.025  part  present  to  see  if,  after  disposing  of  the  organic  coloring 
matter,  the  iron  could  be  successfully  separated  from  the  lead  sul- 
phate dissolved  in  ammonium  acetate.  Portions  of  3,500  cubic 
centimeters  of  Boston  tap  water  which  contained  .028  part  iron 
were  evaporated  with  the  addition  to  each  of  1  cubic  centimeter 
standard  lead  solution  and  different  amounts  of  iron.  The  foUow- 
inQ  results  were  obtained :  — 


.984 

STATE    BOARD   OF 

HE.VLTH. 

[Pub. 

Uoc. 

Inn  ml«n»llr 
pnHDi  iF»ru>. 

is. 

Lwd 

■ddid. 

muDd. 

pnHDi  fr.ni) 

.S^. 

^\ 

.Ota 

.mo 

1.W 

0.M 

- 

.031 

.ou 

1.00 

.300 

.too 

i 

This  metbod  of  separating  the  metaU  as  sulphides  from  the 
Eoluhle  coloring  matter  at  the  start  has  proved  the  most  satis&ctorj 
of  any  yet  tried.  It  has  lieen  customary  to  determine  the  iron  con- 
tents of  all  our  waters,  and  knowing  this,  the  variation  of  the 
method  to  be  applied  is  determined.  With  a  small  amount  of  iron 
present,  nn  difficulty  is  experienced  in  separating  the  iron  by  am- 
monia from  the  solution  in  which  the  lead  sulphate  remains  dis- 
solved in  ammonium  acetate ;  but  with  moderate  amounts  of  iron, 
it  is  l)est,  in  order  to  insure  colorless  filtrates  in  which  to  read  the 
lead,  to  first  separate  the  lead  sulphate  by  alcohol,  leaving  the  iron 
in  solution,  and  after  filtering  and  washing  free  from  iron,  to  dia- 
flolve  the  lead  sulphaf*  b^'  boiling  with  ammonium  acetate. 

In  the  absence  of  both  or;:nnic  I'olorinir  niatlor  utkI  iron  and  other 
metais,  the  water  is  evaporated  dry,  tumed  with  sulphuric  acid  and 
treated  directly  with  ammonium  acetate.  The  solution  is  then 
treated  with  hydrogen  sulphide  water  and  compared  with  standards. 

Lead  may  be  precipitated  by  hydrogen  sulphide  in  either  an  acid 
or  alkaline  solution,  and  compared  with  standards  made  either  acid 
or  alkaline,  to  correspond.  It  has  been  found,  however,  that  the 
colors  obtained  in  acetic  acid  solution  are  more  easily  read  and 
slower  in  changing  than  those  in  alkaline  solution. 

Copper  occurs  so  rarely  and  in  such  small  amounts  in  the  waters 
that  we  have  examined,  that  it  has  not  interfered  with  the  lead 
determination.  If  present,  it  is  detected  by  the  blue  color  imparted 
to  the  ammoniacal  filtrate  from  the  iron  precipitation. 

Zinc  is  frequently  found  in  waters  which  have  been  drawn  througb 
galvanized  pipes.  It  precipitates  with  the  other  metals  as  sulphide 
in  alkaline  solution,  and  is  converted  to  sulphate  with  the  lead. 
White  the  lead  sulphate  is  separated  insoluble  in  alcohol  and  water, 
the  zinc  sulphate,  being  soluble,  is  found  in  the  filtrate  with  the 
iron.  The  iron  is  precipitated  by  excess  of  ammonia,  and  the  zinc 
then  precipitated  in  the  ammoniacal  filtrate  by  hydrogen  sulphide. 
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The  zinc  sulphide  is  filtered  off,  ignited  carefully  in  a  porcelain 
crucible  to  zinc  oxide,  and  weighed.  When  zinc  alone  is  to  be 
determined,  the  first  precipitate  of  sulphides  is  dissolved  in  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  the  iron  precipitated  by  excess  of  sodium 
hydrate.  The  filtrate  is  made  slightly  acid  with  acetic  acid,  and  the 
zinc  precipitated  by  hydrogen  sulphide  water  in  a  stoppered  flask, 
which  is  allowed  to  stand  several  hours  with  occasional  shaking. 
The  zinc  sulphide  is  then  filtered  off,  ignited  to  zinc  oxide  and 
weighed. 

Tin  has  seldom  occurred  in  waters  containing  lead  and  zinc,  but 
when  present  alone  has  been  precipitated  as  the  sulphide,  filtered, 
washed,  dried  and  carefully  ignited  in  a  porcelain  crucible  to  tin 
oxide  (SnOj)  and  weighed. 


THE 
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Purification  of  the  Sewage  of  Cities  and  Towns  in 

Massachusetts. 


By  X.  H.  OooDNonon,  Chi^  Engineer  of  the  Board,  and  William  8.  Johnson,  Attt.  Enginew, 


The  investigations  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health 
vrith  reference  to  the  purification  of  sewage  were  begun  in  1887. 
At  that  time  works  had  been  constructed  for  the  purification  of  the 
sewage  of  a  few  public  institutions  and  two  or  three  small  towns, 
but  in  general  the  cities  and  towns  which  were  provided  with  sew- 
erage systems  discharged  the  sewage  in  a  crude  state  into  the  sea  of 
into  some  convenient  stream. 

Very  little  was  definitely  known  anywhere  of  the  conditions  most 
favorable  for  the  purification  of  sewage  by  filtration  or  the  methods 
of  operation  necessary  to  produce  the  most  satisfactory  results,  and 
the  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  was  established  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  reliable  information  as  to  what  could  be  accomplished 
by  the  filtration  of  sewage  through  soils,  sands  and  gravels  found 
at  places  suitably  located  for  filtration  areas,  and  through  other 
materials  which  might  be  proposed  for  the  purification  of  sewage. 
This  information  was  urgently  needed  in  advising  cities,  towns,  cor- 
porations, etc.,  in  the  State  as  to  the  purification  and  disposal  of 
sewage,  and  the  results  of  the  experimental  work  of  the  Board  at  the 
Lawrence  Experiment  Station  have  been  published  in  the  reports 
of  the  Board  since  1887. 

At  the  present  time  works  for  the  purification  of  sewage  by  filtra- 
tion, based  largely  upon  the  information  obtained  by  experiments 
at  Lawrence,  are  in  operation  in  14  towns  and  cities  of  the  State, 
ranging  in  population  from  600  to  35,000,  and  also  in  many  large 
public  and  semi-public  institutions,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  con- 
sider the  results  which  have  been  accomplished  in  a  practical  way 
in  the  filtration  of  sewage  for  several  years  at  various  filtration 
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areas  where  the  works  are  operated  on  a  large  scale  and  under 
various  conditions. 

While  at  nearly  all  of  the  works  which  will  be  described  herein 
the  method  of  purification  followed  is  the  same,  that  is,  the  sewage 
is  applied  intermittently  to  areas  of  prepared  beds  of  sand  or  gravel 
about  5  feet  in  depth,  there  is  a  gi*eat  difi*erence  in  the  character 
of  the  sewage,  in  the  arrangement  of  the  works,  in  the  character  of 
the  filtering  material  and  in  the  methods  of  operating  the  filter-beds. 
Many  samples  of  sewage  and  effluent  from  the  various  works  have 
been  analyzed  by  the  Board,  to  determine  the  character  of  the  sew- 
age and  the  degree  of  purification  efi*ected,  and  the  quality  of  the 
soil  of  the  filters  has  been  determined  by  mechanical  and  chemical 
analyses.  Records  of  measurements  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  and 
of  the  method  of  operating  the  works  have  in  some  places  been  kept 
by  the  officials  in  charge  of  the  works,  and  in  other  cases,  where  no 
records  are  kept,  measurements  and  observations  have  been  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  Board. 

The  results  obtained  by  applying  the  information  furnished  by  the 
experiments  at  Lawrence  to  the  purification  of  sewage  in  a  practical 
way  and  upon  a  large  scale  have  been  highly  satisfactory,  and  the 
information  obtained  from  the  operation  of  these  works,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  results  of  the  experiments  carried  on  at  Lawrence, 
is  of  great  value  in  designing  and  operating  sewage-disposal  works. 

It  may  be  added,  that  the  works  herein  described  were  built  under 
various  legislative  acts,  and  that  the  State  Board  of  Health  has  no 
control  over  the  ordinary  management  of  the  works. 

Brockton. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  36,688. 

The  city  of  Brockton  is  situated  within  the  water-shed  of  Salis- 
bury Plain  River,  a  small  stream  which  flows  through  the  centre  of 
the  thickly  populated  section  of  the  city.  The  principal  industry 
is  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  and  there  is  a  large  number  of  factories 
in  various  parts  of  the  city. 

A  water  supply  was  introduced  in  1880  and  is  in  general  use 
throughout  the  city.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  in 
1898  was  1,012,000  gallons,  or  28  gallons  per  capita. 

The  sewerage  system  was  first  put  in  operation  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  1894.  The  sewage  is  conveyed  through  main  sewers  to 
a  pumping  station  located  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  city.     At  the 
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pumping  station  the  sewage  is  received  into  a  covered  masonry 
reservoir,  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  the  filtration  area  located 
about  3^  miles  away  upon  land  draining  into  the  head  waters  of  the 
Taunton  River. 

In  designing  the  system,  it  was  planned  to  take  house  sewage 
only,  and  to  exclude  all  surface  water  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  all 
ground  water  from  the  sewers.  Special  care  was  taken  in  con- 
structing the  sewers  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  ground  water,  and 
underdrains  are  placed  beneath  all  sewers  which  are  laid  below  the 
ground- water  level.  There  are  several  main  lines  of  brick  sewers, 
but  the  principal  part  of  the  system  is  constructed  of  pipe  sewers. 
The  main  sewer,  which  is  of  brick,  is  laid  in  the  valley  of  the  river 
at  a  level  considerably  below  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  stream, 
and  at  times  of  high  water  in  the  river  the  surface  of  the  ground 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  sewer  is  flooded.  When  the  main  sewer 
was  completed,  and  before  any  connections  had  been  made,  the 
amount  of  leakage  was  measured  at  a  time  when  the  water  in  the 
stream  was  low,  and  the  results  are  given  in  a  report  of  the  city 
engineer.  In  a  section  of  the  sewer  about  2,000  feet  long,  just 
above  the  pumping  station,  the  leakage  was  found  to  be  about 
17,000  gallons  per  day,  or  about  45,000  gallons  per  day  per  mile  of 
sewer.  The  entire  amount  of  leakage  in  the  main  sewer,  which  had, 
at  the  time  measurements  were  made,  a  length  of  10,400  feet,  was 
about  120,000  gallons  per  day,  or  61,000  gallons  per  mile  of  sewer, 
at  a  time  when  the  water  in  the  river  was  low.  At  a  time  of  high 
water,  when  the  meadows  along  the  river  were  flooded,  it  was  found 
that  the  leakage  in  this  length  of  sewer  was  in  the  vicinity  of 
350,000  gallons  per  day,  or  178,000  gallons  per  mile  of  sewer. 
This  was  in  a  section  of  brick  sewer  of  a  maximum  size  at  the  lower 
end  of  32  inches  by  48  inches,  where  underdrains  were  built  be- 
neath the  sewers,  and  particular  care  was  taken  to  make  the  sewers 
tight. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1898,  18.27  miles  of  sewers  had  been  con- 
structed and  there  were  647  connections  with  the  system,  40  of 
which  were  from  factories. 

Careful  records  have  been  kept  by  the  city,  so  that  reliable  data 
have  been  obtained  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  from  the  city 
each  day  since  the  works  were  first  operated.  The  following  table 
gives  the  average  monthly  flow  of  sewage  according  to  these  records 
since  1895 :  — 
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Quantity  of  Sewage  flowing  from  City  of  Brockton. 

[OalloDS  p«r  Day.] 


MOKTH  ~ 1S9S. 


1S9S.    ,     1896. 


1S97. 


JaDuary, 
February, 
March,   . 
April,    . 
May.       . 
Jane, 
July,      . 
Angust, . 
September,    . 
October, 
NoTember,    . 
December,     . 
ATerage, 


216,000 
100,000 
142,000 
2AO.O0O 
838,000 
228,000 
106,000 
278,000 
276,000 
488,000 
474,000 
613,000 


203,000 


474,000 
668,000 
648,000 
476,000 
822,000 
882,000 
328,000 
366,000 
627,000 
600,000 
616,000 
660,000 


488,000 


614,000 
642,000 
660,000 
702,000 
680,000 
666,000 
637.000 
668,000 
468,000 
360,000 
492,000 
697,000 


664,000 


497,000 
886^000 

7n,ooo 

809,000 
780,000 
602,000 
608,000 
748,000 
610,000 
746,000 
844.000 

on.ooo 


722,000 


The  following  table  gives  the  average,  maximum  and  minimum 
daily  flow  of  sewage  during  the  year  1898,  and  the  flow  per  inhabi- 
tant, per  connection  with  the  sewer  system  and  per  mile  of  sewers 
in  use  :  — 


Average 

((lalloDi  per 

l>ay). 


Maximum 

(Gallons  per 

Day). 


HiniiDum 

(Gallous  ptf 

Daj). 


Total  flow, . 
Flow  per  Inhabitant, 
Flow  per  connection, 
Flow  per  mile  of  sewers, 


722,000 

19.7 

1,116 

39,520 


2,440,600 

66.5 

3,772 

133,800 


325,200 

8.9 

503 

17,800 


The  sewage  is  received  at  the  pumping  station  in  a  masonry  reser- 
voir having  a  capacity  of  619,000  gallons,  designed  to  hold  the  night 
flow,  in  order  that  the  pumping  may  ])e  done  in  the  daytime.  From 
this  reservoir  the  sewage  passes  through  screens  consisting  of  iron 
slats  with  an  open  space  between  them  of  three-quarters  of  an  inch, 
and  thence  passes  to  the  pumps. 

The  screens  are  so  arranged  that  they  are  entirely  submerged 
when  the  reservoir  is  full,  and  the  entire  screen  area  of  about  100 
square  feet  is  available  at  that  time.     As  the  level  of  the  sewage  in 
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the  reservoir  goes  down  the  available  screen  area  is  diminished,  the 
bottom  of  the  screens  being  but  slightly  below  the  bottom  of  the 
reservoir.  It  is  necessary  to  clean  the  screens  several  times  each 
day  while  the  pumps  are  being  operated.  The  material  removed  is 
burned  beneath  the  boilers. 

The  solid  matter  which  accumulates  at  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir 
is  removjed  by  stirring  it  up  when  there  remains  only  about  a  foot 
of  sewage  in  the  reservoir  and  pumping  it  to  the  filter-beds.  This 
stirring  is  done  by  means  of  an  agitator  which  consists  of  perforated 
pipes  laid  on  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  and  connected  with  the 
force  main,  through  which  the  sewage  can  be  discharged  under  a 
head.  In  this  manner  the  solid  matter  on  the  bottom  is  mixed 
with  the  sewage  remaining  in  the  reservoir  and  passes  into  the  pump 
well. 

An  overflow  has  been  provided  at  the  point  where  the  main  sewer 
enters  the  reservoir,  so  that  crude  sewage  can  be  discharged  directly 
into  the  Salisbury  Plain  River  either  from  the  reservoir  or  from 
the  main  sewer.  At  times  when  the  flow  of  sewage  is  large  it 
appears  that  this  overflow  has  been  used  frequently,  although  the 
filtration  area  has  a  sufficient  capacity  to  provide  for  all  of  the 
sewage  flowing.  As  already  stated,  records  are  kept  at  the  pump- 
ing station  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  discharged  from  the  main 
sewer,  a  summary  of  which  has  been  given  in  a  preceding  table. 
Records  are  also  kept  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  pumped,  and  the 
diflerence  between  these  two  quantities  represents  approximately 
the  quantity  which  ia  discharged  directly  in  an  unpurified  state  into 
the  Salisbury  Plain  River.  The  following  table  gives  the  quantity 
discharged  into  the  river  during  each  month  of  the  year  1898,  as 
shown  by  the  records  kept  at  the  pumping  station  :  — 


MONTH. 

1 
Quantity  or  SKmrAOS 
dischabokd  ikto  8ali8bubt  ' 
Plain  Kivrr.              1 

MONTH. 
1898. 

Quantity  of  SxnirAOK 

dibciiabobd  into  Halisbuhy 

Plain  Kivbh. 

1898. 

Total 
Gallons. 

Qallons  per 
Day. 

Total 
Gallons. 

Gallons  per 
Day. 

January,    . 

February,  . 

Kareh, 

April, 

May,  .... 

June,  .... 

6,709,000 

725,000 

3,801,000 

2,448,000 

090,000 

1 

230,600      1 
23,400      ' 

128,700 
78,900 
28,200 

July 

August, 
September, 
October,     . 
November, 
December, 

118,000 
1,147,000 

4,690,000 
2,049,000 
6,144,000 

3,800 
37,000 

151,800 

68.200 

198,100 
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Sewage  is  forced  to  the  filter-beds  by  two  pampiog  engines,  each 
of  which  has  a  capacity  of  5,000,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hoars. 
These  pumps  are  provided  with  ordinary  water  valres  which  are 
said  to  require  frequent  attention,  on  account  of  substances  getting 
caught  beneath  them. 

The  force  main  from  the  pumping  station  to  the  filtration  area  is 
a  cast-iron  pipe  24  inches  in  diameter  and  17,500  feet  in  length. 
It  is  so  arranged  that  the  contents  of  about  1,500  feet  of  the  pipe 
flow  by  gravity  upon  the  filter-beds  when  the  pumps  are  stopped. 
The  sewage  in  the  remaining  length  of  pipe  remains  there  until 
pumping  is  resumed.  The  total  quantity  of  sewage  remaining  in  the 
pipe  when  pumping  ceases  is  about  376,000  gallons. 

The  filtration  area  is  located  in  the  south-westerly  comer  of  the 
city,  adjoining  the  towns  of  Easton  and  West  Bridgewater.  The  area 
purchased  by  the  city  comprises  38.7  acres,  on  which  23  filter-beds 
have  been  prepared  having  an  average  area  of  about  an  acre.  The 
beds  were  prepared  for  receiving  sewage  by  the  removal  of  all  of  the 
loam  from  the  surface.  In  12  of  the  beds  all  the  subsoil  was  removed ; 
6  beds  have  a  surface  in  some  parts  of  sand  and  in  others  of  subsoil, 
and  in  the  remaining  5  beds  the  entire  surface  is  covered  with  a  layer 
of  subsoil.  None  of  the  material  left  in  the  filter-beds  was  disturbed 
except  that  necessary  in  grading  the  beds  and  constructing  the 
underdrains.  The  sewage  is  distributed  on  the  beds  by  means  of 
wooden  carriers  which  are  laid  across  the  bed  from  the  centre  of  one 
side  and  so  arranged  as  to  discharge  the  sewage  at  several  points. 

A  large  number  of  test  pits  was  dug  previous  to  the  construction 
of  the  filter-beds,  in  order  to  determine  the  character  of  the  filtering 
material,  but  no  samples  of  soil  have  been  examined  since  the  beds 
were  completed.  The  subsoil  in  general  has  an  effective  size*  of 
about  0.07  of  a  millimeter,  and  contains  about  100  parts  per 
100,000. of  albuminoid  ammonia,  while  the  efiective  size  of  the  sand 
varies  from  0.04  to  0.75  of  a  millimeter.  The  sand  is  stratified, 
but  the  different  strata  are  not  separated,  in  most  cases,  by  a  distinct 
line  of  stmtification,  and  the  material  in  general  is  coarse  and 
porous.  In  some  places  a  thin  stratum  of  clay  is  found  in  the  sand 
at  a  depth  of  from  7  to  8  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  bed.  This 
stratum  of  clay  is  found  in  10  of  the  beds  and  these  beds  have  been 
very  thoroughly  underdrained,  the  underdrains  being  laid  just  above 
the  stratum  of  clay. 

*  See  foot-note  on  i)age  608. 
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The  underdrains  are  laid  aboat  60  feet  apart  and  discharge  into  two 
main  anderdrains,  one  of  which  discharges  into  the  Coweeset  River 
and  the  other  into  Daly  Brook,  a  tributary  of  Coweeset  River.    . 

As  already  stated,  the  solid  matter  which  accumulates  in  the 
bottom  of  the  reservoir  is  mixed  with  a  small  quantity  of  sewage 
remaining  when  the  reservoir  is  nearly  empty,  and  then  pumped 
into  the  force  main.  After  the  reservoir  is  emptied  the  pumps  are 
stopped  and  this  heavier  sewage  remains  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
force  main  until  pumping  is  resumed  next  day,  when  it  is  discharged 
at  the  filter-beds.  The  heavier  sewage  is  usually  discharged  upon  a 
separate  bed  from  the  rest  of  the  sewage,  and  a  record  is  kept  of 
the  quantity  received  each  day.  The  sewage  remaining  in  the  force 
main  over  night  becomes  somewhat  decomposed,  and  when  it  is  re- 
ceived at  the  beds  it  is  very  foul  smelling,  but  it  is  disposed  of  upon 
the  beds  without  much  difficulty.  After  this  heavy  sewage  is  dried 
there  remains  upon  the  surface  of  the  bed  a  thin  layer  of  solid 
matter,  which  is  raked  ilp,  removed  from  the  beds  and  burned  or 
used  as  a  fertilizer. 

As  before  stated,  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  is  discharged  at  times 
into  the  Salisbury  Plain  River  near  the  pumping  station,  so  that 
the  record  previously  given  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  in  the 
sewers  does  not  represent  the  quantity  purified  at  the  filtration  area. 
The  average  daily  quantity  of  ordinary  sewage  and  of  heavy  sewage 
from  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  purified  each  month  during  1898 
as  shown  by  the  records  kept  at  the  filter-beds,  is  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table.  Four  of  the  filter-beds  have  as  yet  never  received 
any  sewage,  and  the  remaining  beds  are  evidently  capable  of  purify- 
ing a  considerably  greater  quantity  of  sewage  than  they  now  receive. 


MoHTii  — 1898. 


Qaantity  of 

Ordfnftry  Hcwage 

pnriflcd 

(Gallons  per 

i»«y). 


Quantity  of 

Heavy  Hewage 

poiifled 

(Gallons  per 

Day). 


Total  Quantity 

purtfled 

(Gallons  per 

Day). 


Jannary,  . 
Fabmary, 
March,      . 
April, 
May, . 
Jnoe, 
July, . 
Aogaat,     . 
Bept«mber, 
October,    . 
NoTembar, 
December, 

Average, 


444,300 
039,000 
671,300 
608,300 
624,400 
628.100 
533,600 
602,200 
498,800 
688,800 
006,400 
702,200 


598,800 


66,800 
53.800 
64,000 
60,000 
59.600 
86,200 
46,000 
86.200 
11.200 

67,000 
62,600 


42.600 


600.600 
692,800 
736.800 
668,300 
684,000 
664.800 
679,600 
728,400 
610,000 
688,800 
762.400 
764,800 


641,300 
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Kecords  are  kept  of  the  quantity  of  each  kind  of  sewage  which  is 
applied  to  each  of  the  beds  daily.  The  following  table,  which  is  com- 
piled from  these  records,  shows  the  quantity  of  ordinary  sewage  tDd 
heavier  sewage  from  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  purified  by  each  of 
the  beds  during  the  year  1898,  and  the  quantity  purified  per  acre  :•— 


Ko.  Brd. 


Area 
(Acres). 


Number 

of 
Doses 

of 

Ordinary 

Sewage. 


Arerage  Dally 

Qaantlty  of 

Ordinary  Hewage 

applied 

(Gallons). 


Number 

of 
Doses 

of 

Heavy 

Sewage. 


Average  Daily 

Quantity  of 

Heavy  Sewage 

applied 

(Gallons). 


ToUl  Dally 

Quantity  applied 

(Gallons). 


ATarageDafly 

Qaantlty  appM 

per  Acre 

(Gallons). 


1. 
2. 
8. 
4. 

6. 

«,t 
7,t 
8, 

M 
10. 

ll.t 

12.t 

18, 

14. 

16,§ 
l«.t 

17.11 
18. 

10,11 
20,t 
21.§ 
22.S 
28.J 


1.01 

96 

1.06 

100 

0.05 

97 

1.00 

105 

0.99 

109 

0.90 

229 

0.99 

93 

0.03 

224 

0.97 

220 

0.98 

192 

0.99 

221 

0.98 

100 

0.87 

195 

0.99 

118 

0.99 

— 

0.89 

131 

0.97 

142 

0.98 

120 

0.89 

'  141 

0.97 

128 

0.70 

— 

0.41 

- 

0.99 

- 

22.400 
21,600 
20,800 
23.000 
24,000 
47,400 
19,700 
42,000 
34,500 
44,700 
27,200 
30,100 
46,300 
37,500 

34.200 
35.400 
24,200 
34,300 
28,400 


41 
60 
49 
22 
22 
3 
19 


81 


26 


6,500 
7,700 
7,800 
8,300 
3,300 
600 
8,200 


5,000 
4,400 


28,900 
20,300 
28,600 
26.300 
27,300 
48,000 
22.800 
42.000 
34.600 
44.700 
27.200 
30,100 
46,300 
42,400 

34.200 
85,400 
28,600 
34,300 
28,400 


28.600 
27,600 
80.100 
26,900 
27,000 
48,600 
23.100 
46,200 
85.600 
46.600 
27.800 
30,700 
68,200 
42,000 

88.600 
86.500 
29.200 
38,500 
29,300 


*  The  averages  given  Id  the  table  are  for  365  days. 

t  Out  of  use  four  months.  §  Not  in  use. 


t  Out  of  a«e  one  month. 
11  Out  of  use  two  months. 


The  ordinary  method  of  operating  the  beds  is  to  apply  sewage 
one  day  and  aUow  the  bed  to  rest  for  one  or  two  days  before  the 
next  dose  is  applied.  In  this  way  the  beds  rest  frequently  and  the 
best  results  are  obtained. 

The  average  monthly  temperature,  for  the  year  1898,  of  the  sew- 
age as  it  is  received  at  the  pumping  station  and  as  it  is  discharged 
upon  the  beds,  together  with  the  temperature  of  the  effluent  in  the 
underdraius,  is  given  in  the  following  table :  — 


Month  —  1898. 


TKUPKRATrRK   DEOREBS  F. 


Sewage 
at  lUsorvoIr. 


Sewaire 
at  Fi]ter-t>e<ls. 


Efflaent. 


January, 
February, 
Marrb, 
April,  . 
May,     . 
June,    . 
July,     . 

AUKUHt, 

September, 
Ociobor, 
November, 
December, 


4S.I 
45.7 
46.5 
47.6 
50.2 
64.7 
60.2 
62.4 
62.5 
6«).4 
55.8 
50.0 


45.7 
44.2 
44.9 
46.4 
49.5 
54.2 
69.8 
62.8 
62.8 
59.3 
53.9 
48.8 


Al.i 

41.1 

40.1 

42.1 

45.2 

48.9 

52.8 

57.2 

59.S 

5n.«\ 
4-. A 
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The  temperature  of  the  sewage  appears  to  be  affected  considerably 
by  the  quantity  of  ground  water  with  which  it  is  mingled,  so  that  it 
is  warmer  in  the  winter  and  colder  in  the  summer  season  than  in 
other  places  where  the  conditions  are  otherwise  similar. 

Crops  are  raised  on  some  of  the  beds  during  the  summer,  the 
principal  crop  being  corn,  although  other  vegetables  have  been 
raised  with  considerable  success.  During  the  time  the  crops  are 
growing  both  the  ordinary  sewage  and  the  heavier  sewage  are  applied 
to  the  beds  which  are  cropped,  and  it  is  said  that  when  the  heavier 
sewage,  which  has  quite  an  offensive  odor,  is  discharged  upon  the 
beds  in  which  corn  is  growing  there  is  very  little  odor  noticeable  in 
the  vicinity. 

When  the  beds  are  used  for  growing  crops,  the  surfaces  receive 
the  attention  necessary  to  keep  the  crops  in  good  condition,  and  this 
is  sufficient  to  keep  the  surfaces  of  the  filters  from  becoming  clogged. 
After  the  crop  is  removed  all  of  the  corn  stalks  and  roots  are  re- 
moved from  the  beds  as  far  as  possible.  The  beds  which  are  not 
planted  are  raked  occasionally  and  all  weeds  are  removed  and  not 
ploughed  in.  The  beds  are  prepared  for  winter  by  ploughing,  the 
surface  being  left  with  ridges  and  furrows.  The  cost  of  maintaining . 
the  filter-beds  during  the  year  1898,  as  given  in  the  report  of  the 
sewer  commissioners  for  that  year,  was  $2,282.72.  The  amount 
received  from  the  crops  was  $250.62,  making  the  net  cost  of  main- 
taining the  beds  $2,032.10. 

The  character  of  the  sewage  of  Brockton  is  not  affected  in  any 
considerable  degree  by  the  discharge  into  the  sewers  of  waste  liquors 
from  manufacturing  establishments. 

In  order  to  show  the  character  of  the  sewage  at  different  hours  of 
the  day,  and  to  observe  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  sewage  while* 
it  is  stored  in  the  reservoir  and  force  main,  a  series  of  samples  has 
been  collected,  analyses  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  tables. 
The  analyses  in  the  first  table  represent  the  sewage  as  it  was  received 
in  the  reservoir ;  the  second  and  third  tables  contain  analyses  of  the 
same  sewage  and  the  accumulated  sludge  when  it  was  being  pumped 
from  the  reservoir  on  the  following  morning ;  and  the  fourth  table 
gives  analyses  of  the  sewage  as  it  was  received  at  the  filtration  area, 
the  first  portions  of  the  sewage  having  remained  in  the  force  main 
over  night.  The  last  table  contains  the  results  of  a  second  series  of 
analyses  of  samples  from  the  sewer  outlet. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Sewage  from 

[Part*  par  100,000.] 


1 

DaU 

». 

Hour. 

Temper- 
ature. 

KUIDUK  OW  EVAPOBATIOX. 

TOTAL  RBeiDUB. 

LOM  OV  IQMITIOX. 

1 

1 

9 
7^ 

Deg.  F. 

Total. 

Dla- 
solved. 

Sus- 
pended. 

1  Total. 

Dia- 
■olved. 

Sus- 
pended. 

1 

23M4 

1S98. 

Jaoa  21 

12.00  and  1.00  p.m. 

^ 

66.80 

42.60 

23.80> 

1 

1 

! 

1 

85.50 

16.10 

19.40 

2 

28M5 

June 

21 

2.00  and  3.00  p.m. 

66 

n.90 

44.90 

27.00^ 

89.20 

16.60 

23.60 

2M46 

June 

21 

4.00  and  6.00  p.m. 

66 

88.50 

47.60 

86.90' 

46.80 

16.80 

31.00 

23M7 

June 

21 

6.00  and  7.00  p.m. 

67 

66.40 

87.10 

19.30 

'  82.80 

16.20 

16.60 

23U8 

Jane 

21 

8.00  and  9.00  p.m. 

67 

60.10 

34.60 

15.50 

25.20 

18.00 

12.30 

23640 

JODO 

21 

10.00  and  11.00  P.M. 

66 

63.40 

45.70 

17.70 

24.80 

12.40 

11.90 

23050 

June 

22    12.00  and  1.00  a.m. 

66 

64.80 

80.20 

84.10' 

42.00 

10.00 

32.00 

23651 

Jane 

22     2.00  and  8.00  a.x. 

66 

72.60 

22.30 

60.20" 

58.50 

6.70 

46.80 

2S662 

Jona 

22 

4.00  and  6.00  a.m. 

64 

20.80 

18.70 

2.10' 

6.80 

4.80 

2.00 

10 

23653   Jane 

1 

22 

6.00  and   7.00  a.m. 

64 

18.10 

17.00 

1.10- 

4.50 

8.70 

O.SO 

11 

S36m!  Jane 

22 

8.00  and  9.00  a Jf. 

64 

19.50 

17.20 

2.80 

6.50 

4.50 

2.00 

18 

23656 

June 

22    10.00  and  11.00  a.m. 

- 

74.60 

85.70 

88.90 

48.00 

15.60 

S2.40 

"^^^ 

7^-^ 

'  ^r:^^ 

The  aamplee  were  oollected  from  the  eewer  at  the  point  where  it  dlacharges  into 


Chemical  Examination  of  Sewage  from  tht 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


1 
2 
8 

4 


a 

3 


Date. 


Hour. 


1898. 


I 


23656  ■  June  22  ;    9.30  A.  M. 

I  ' 

23657  .  June  22    10.15  a.  m. 
23659   June  22    10.30  a.  m.  I 

I 

23660;  June  22    11.25  A.M. 


KB8IDUB  ON   EVArORATlOH. 


TOTAL  KKSIDUB. 


L08B  OX  IGSriTlOS. 


I 

Total.      !  Dissolved.  :  Suspended.  I 


49.70 

43.40 

44.00 

140.90 


39.80 
36.00 
35.80 
87.00 


9.90 

7.40 

8.20 

103.30 


Total. 

DiSSOlTCd. 

22.20 

13.50 

17.60 

10.80 

17.50 

10.80 

109.40 

13.00 

Su- 
pendcd. 


S.70 

6.50 

6.70 

96.40 


The  Hamplea  were  collected  from  the  pump  well  during  the  time  that  the  pumps  were  boini;  oper- 
on  the  bottom  had  been  mixed  with  the  sewage. 
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'.he  Outlet  of  the  Main  Bewer  at  Brockton, 

[ParU  par  100,000.] 


Ammosia. 

Chlorine. 

NITBOOBX  A8 

OZTOBM  COVSUMBD. 

▲LBDMIMOID 

. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unaltered. 

filtered. 

Free. 

ToUl. 

Dis- 
•olved. 

8at- 
pended. 

6.A000  *- 

O.TflOo'^ 

.8200 

.4400 

0.86 

.0000 

.0000 

7.10 

8.86 

1 

5.3500t 

0.7100  ^ 

.2800 

.4800 

10.06 

.0010 

.0000 

6.06 

2.88 

2 

4.$000«' 

0.7100  ^ 

.3000 

.4100 

12.08 

.0010 

.0000 

6.27 

2.04 

8.7600  ^ 

to.6aoo^ 

.2600 

.2700 

6.68 

.0000 

.0000 

6.06 

2.80 

3.0600 
8.8600 

<0.6M0*' 

.2400 

.8000 

7.60 

.0000 

.0000 

4.68 

2.46 

'0.610(J<^ 

.2600 

.2600 

14.76 

.0000 

.0000 

6.22 

2.61 

S.6000^ 

^.6800*^ 

.2200 

.3100 

6.48 

.0000 

.0000 

4.00 

2.06 

i.oooo*^ 

• 

-  0.2860- 

.1120 

.1240 

4.70 

.0000 

.0000 

3.01 

1.41 

i.sooo" 

-  0.M80  - 

.0760 

.0720 

4.13 

1 

.0010 

.0000 

1.41 

1.01 

0.7600 

0.0800 

.0400 

.0400 

1        8.86 

1 

.0870 

.0120 

1.00. 

0.80 

0.6800 

0.0600 

.0400 

.0400 

8.16 

.1380 

.0180 

1.06 

0.60 

6.2600 

i.oooq 

.4400 

.8500 

6.16 

1 
1 

.0010 

.0000 

7.74 

8.81 

IS 

the  reeenrolr.    Bach  sample  is  made  up  of  two  equal  portions  collected  hourly .[I^  .0\ 
i    1-  "2.  ^»      j  fi  i  ^ 


b^'M 


{ 


Sewage  Pumping  Station  at  Brockton, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Amxohia. 

1 

Chlorine. 

1 

NiTROOBV  AS 

OXTOKV  COVSUMBD. 

ALSDMINOID. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Dnflltered. 

Filtered. 

Free. 

Total. 

Dissolved. 

Baspended. 

3.7600 

0.5400 

.2600 

0.2800 

0.56 

.0010 

.0000 

4.46 

2.82 

1 

8.4500 

0.8900 

.2400 

0.1500 

8.58 

.0000 

.0000 

3.04 

2.61 

2 

8.1500 

0.4800 

.8000 

0.1800 

8.48 

.0000 

.0000 

8.87 

2.76 

8 

4.0000 

1.9600 

.6200 

1.4400 

7.38 

.0000 

.0000 

18.02 

4.22 

4 

ated.    The  samples  represent  the  sewage  In  the  upper  portion  of  the  reservoir  before  the  solid  matter 
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Chemieai  Examination  of  Bewoife  fnni 

[ParU|wrl«a,00O.j 


— 

1 

D.W. 

Hour. 

R«»n  o.  Bt^uTio.. 

TOTU  UBDO. 

LD«  o>  lonniiii. 

Tdui. 

DlMOlTtd. 

ToUl. 

DU-.™..  ^ 

J 

s% 

j-ri 

ilH!  ii: 

im:k> 

40.80 
M.70 

lu.to 

141.10 

128  .SO 

m.V) 

IB.TO      i    lll.tO 

u.ro    j   I1I.M 

Tb«  MmplM  w«r«  oollMUd  (rem  Ui*  potap  wall  darlDi  Ux  Hum  wbu  Uu  sclUilon  war*  ta  op«r- 


Ckemieal  Examination  of  Sewage 


[P»ruperloo,«K).] 

\ 

iMla. 

BuiPCi  o»  EruoMTiOK. 

NTU.  UHDTI. 

LOM  tm  lonrioK. 

T«... 

DiHOlTtd. 

...„«. 

TdUL 

D«»,»l 

S«q«>M. 

1 
> 

uaio 

Jan.     n 

41.M 

lis .00 

w.oo 

HI. 00 

IS.*) 
126  .SO 
21  .W 

s!ea 

I.M 

iie.w 

17.tQ 

PACTTitcai  Examinalion  of  Sewage  from  Oit 

[Psrli  per  100,001).] 


1 

..,.. 

r 

«..,...  ..  !!..„„,„.. 

Hoc. 

I 

TIL  »»i.i;e- 

l.n>i  <^3  K-.ncioi'. 

T.U,. 

,.?,■«. 

pendBd. 

Tn..l        1         "1'-        '       *""- 
'""'■          »!•«!.     1  p.M(J. 

11 

UBM 
2(S3e 

sisaa 

WMl 

HflM 
iiiS! 

11 

Jpt.lS 

Si 

9fpl.  28 
Sept.  2S 
Bopt.  28 
Sept.  28 

li 

IMBBdll 
OOlDd     1 

s::; 

llli'O 

ei.no 

M7.W 

1(1. so 

i 

1 

30 

i '  ii 

1      ^'^ 

n'.'io 

Tbs  lamplH  were  eoUeeled  troiB  the  (ever  at  th*  point  where  11  dlecharge*  lota 
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the  Bottom  cf  the  Beservoir  at  Brockton. 

[Part!  par  100,000.] 


Ammomia. 

1 

1 

,  Chlorine. 

NlTROQBV  AS 

OXTOBN  CONSCMKD. 

ALBDMIMOID. 

Nltratei. 

NitrltM. 

Unflltered. 

Fllter^l. 

Fnt. 

Total. 

Dissolred. 

Sospended. 

8.7600 
4.4600 

2.7000 
8.0600 

.8600 
.8400 

2.8400 
2.7100 

7.68 
7.68 

.0000 
.0000 

.0000 
.0000 

18.72 
21.60 

4.20 
4.20 

1 
2 

allon  and  the  heayy  wwage  which  had  aeenmulated  at  the  bottom  of  the  reeervoir  waa  being  drawn  into 


from  the  Brockton  Filler-beds, 


[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Chlorine. 

NlTSOOSN  AS 

OXTOKX  CONSUMSD. 

r 

ALBUMINOID. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltered. 

Ffltered. 

Free. 

Total. 

Dissolred. 

Suspended. 

8.2600 
8.8000 
2.8000 

0.4700 
2.8600 
0.6800 

.2800 
.8600 
.2600 

0.1900 
2.4000 
0.3200 

8.82 
7.81 
6.06 

.0000 
.0000 
.0000 

.0000 
.0000 
.0000 

4.10 

10.60 

4.46 

2.72 
4.18 
1.66 

1 
2 
8 

The  flrat  sample  represents  sewage  which  had  remained  in  the  foree  main  for  abont  twenty-two  hoars, 
remained  in  the  force  main  for  a  period  of  abont  twenty. two  boors.  The  last  sample  represents  sewage 
was  delivered  at  the  filter-beds. 


OtUlei  of  the  Main  Sewer  at  Brockton, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Chlorine. 

NITROOBX  AS 

OXTGSN  CONSDMSD. 

ALBUMINOID 

. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltered. 

FUtered. 

Free. 

Total. 

Dis- 
solred. 

Sus- 
pended. 

8.8600 

0.8600 

.8700 

0.4800 

16.80 

.0000 

.0000 

6.R4 

2.88 

8.6000 

0.6800 

.8000 

0.2800 

7.60 

.0000 

.0000 

6.04 

2.78 

8.2800 

0.6100 

.2800 

0.3300 

6.46 

.0000 

.0000 

6.36 

2.78 

2.8000 

0.4800 

.2200 

0.2100 

6.78 

.0000 

.0000 

4.96 

2.60 

1.6600 

0.2800 

.1800 

0.1000 

8.66 

.0000 

.0000 

2.72 

1.86 

0.7600 

0.1800 

.0800 

O.OfiOO 

2.68 

.0010 

.0000 

1.16 

0.96 

0.6000 

0.1300 

.0700 

0.0600 

2.41 

.0200 

.0362 

1.28 

0.80 

2.2800 

0.6100 

.2600 

0.3600 

8.26 

.0000 

.0000 

3.76 

1.98 

6.4000 

1.7600 

.6600 

1.1000 

6.80 

.0000 

.0000 

11.68 

6.60 

6.0000 

1.4200 

.6000 

0.8200 

11.37 

.0000 

.0000 

8.48 

3.65 

10 

6.0000 

0.0800 

.4800 

0.4500 

7.45 

.0000 

.0000 

6.96 

2.11 

11 

4.6600 

1.4600 

.4400 

1.0100 

6.92 

.0000 

.0000 

26.88 

18.48 

12 

the  rsMiTolr.    Bach  sample  is  made  up  of  two  equal  portions  collected  hourly. 


602  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

Analyaes  of  tbe  sewage  and  the  effluent  from  one  of  the  nuin 
underdraine  have  been  made  frequently  during  the  i^ast  two  years, 
tbe  averages  of  which  are  given  in  the  tables  which  follow :  — 

Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  ExatnituUiona  of  Sewage  from  Brockton. 

[Puts  pt  100,OI».] 


HulDiri  OH  EVAFOUnOB. 

1 

A.. 

„.. 

1 

«™... 

c?.V.i^. 

IO»I.  UHPDl. 

LOU  on  laniTion. 

,  Tjtb. 

ALKmiHOID. 

j 

I 

1 

1 

m 

il 

1 

« 

4 

i 

4 

ii 

1 

IIW 

».» 

M.W 

*.» 

la.w 

33. » 

1D,« 

T.» 

s.a«M 
t.tm 

0.S7M 

0.SS17 

o.swo 

o.wii 

:: 

■  OKU- 

.oooch 

S.dJ 
4. so 

I.» 

Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  Sewage  pumped  from  the  Bottom  of 
the  Sewage  Reservoir  at  Brockton. 


IP«rt«I»r 

00,000. 

R^«o,Ev.™,.o.. 

Akhoiiu. 

^"™" 

icS:^ 

TOTU  lUI 

VL      1    LOU  OS  ■« 

T.O.. 

ILBUmSOlD.             |! 

lil 

11 

i 

ii^ll 

ii 

i 

^11  ill 

laaa 

61.« 

Z]:::: 

o.«iB7  i.fun's.ai 

.0028.0000  2),«  J-M 
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Yearly  Averages  of  Clumieal  Examinalioju  of  the  Effluem  from  an  Underdrain 
at  the  Brockton  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

[PuU  par  100,000.] 


B«»>U.  ox  EV.P0.UT.OK. 

A....... 

i 

.,,.. 

OITOIB 

TOTIL  tUlDVM. 

LO»  »  ISKTIUI. 

k™. 

i 

1 

J 

3    lit 

4 

S 

=  1 

l| 

1 

j| 

II 

i 

IIBT 

u.a 

- 

.0.11 

.DI3S 

- 

1.80 
I.B8 

i.ma 

.0012 

1 

The  Hmple*  wan  eollactad  (torn  th«  nnilardnl 
aSnenl  r>om  aeTenI  at  tba  flltarbeds,  a  conaldanbl 
TldsJiy  ol  lb«  OlliatloD  ara*. 

As  a  record  is  kept  both  of  the  quantity  of  ordinary  sewage  and 
of  the  stronger  sewage  from  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  received 
at  the  beds  each  day,  it  is  possible  to  calculate  an  average  analysis 
of  the  sewage.  The  amount  of  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia  and 
oxygeD  consumed  in  the  whole  quantity  of  aewoge  calculated  in  this 
manner,  together  with  the  percentage  of  purification  as  indicated  by 
this  aDalysia,  and  the  analysis  of  the  effluent  from  one  of  the  main 
underdrains  for  the  year  1898,  is  given  in  the  following  table. 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  ground  water  flowing  at  all  times 
in  the  effluent  underdrains,  which  tends  to  dilute  the  effluent  and  to 
make  the  purification  ap{>enr  greater  than  it  actually  is. 


[Pattt  par  loo.ooo.J 

r«. ... 

«.. 

A.«™.wr.A.,o..*. 

o„...c.,»„.. 

«..„.  1  ».-. 

I  PtrOant. 

So<ra«t.       Bfflaant.      [^^'; 

8..»gB. 

ElflUIBt. 

Par  Cent. 

nmoiid. 

••«    \     "" 

i   "■' 

■-  1   ■"-  1    -■ 

<" 

.,. 

..., 

There  is  a  very  small  population  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
filtration  area  and  the  population  within  half  a  mile  of  the  area 
is  about  215.  The  efiluent  fn)m  the  filter-beds  is  discharged  into 
Coweesct  River,  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Taunton  River.  There 
is  no  population  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  river  at  the  point 
where  the  effluent  enters  it.  A  largo  cranberry  bog  is  situated  on 
the  stream  a  short  distance  below  the  effluent  drain,  and  large  quan- 
tities of  microscopical  organisms  are   said  to  have  appeared  in  a 
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pond  formed  during  the  winter  season  by  flooding  this  bog,  since 
effluent  has  been  discharged  into  the  stream.  The  stream  has  i 
watershed  of  7.9  square  miles  at  the  point  where  the  effluent  from 
the  filter-beds  enters  it. 

Framingham. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  9,676. 

The  town  of  Framingham  is  situated  within  the  water-shed  of  the 
Sudbury  River  and  a  part  of  it  drains  naturally  into  that  portion  of 
the  river  from  which  water  is  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan District.  The  town  has  three  principal  villages,  only  one  of 
which,  South  Framingham,  is  at  present  provided  with  a  system  of 
sewers.  This  village  contained,  according  to  the  census  of  1895, 
about  60  per  cent,  of  the  entire  population  of  the  town. 

A  water  supply  was  introduced  into  the  town  in  1885,  and  the 
water  is  now  in  general  use  in  the  village  of  South  Framingham  and 
is  supplied  to  some  extent  in  the  village  of  Framingham  Centre. 
The  average  quantity  of  water  used  during  1898  was  344,000  gal- 
lons per  day,  or  36  gallons  per  capita.  Sewerage  facilities  are  now 
available  to  the  greater  portion  of  the  people  who  are  supplied  with 
water  from  the  public  works. 

The  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in  1889.  The  sewage  is 
collected  by  a  t^ystcm  of  pipe  sewers  discharging  into  a  main  sewer 
built  of  brick,  through  which  the  sewage  flows  to  a  pumping  station 
located  about  a  mile  from  the  village.  At  the  pumping  station  the 
sewage  is  received  into  a  covered  masonry  reservoir  from  which  it  is 
pumped  during  the  daytime  to  the  filtration  area  located  about 
2  miles  away  upon  land  draining  toward  the  Sudbury  River  below 
the  portion  of  the  water-shed  of  this  stream  used  for  the  supply  ot 
the  Metropolitan  District. 

The  system  is  designed  to  carry  house  sewage  and  sewage  frotn 
manufacturing  establishments,  but  all  roof  water  and  cellar  drainage 
are  excluded  from  the  sewers.     Underdrains  were  laid  beneath  the 
sewers  when  the  system  was  first  built,  but  in  making  extensions  to 
the  system  underdrains  have   been  omitted.     The  total   length  of 
underdrains  at  the  present  time  is  about  15,000  feet.     The  under- 
drains discharge  into  a  main  underdrain  laid  beneath  the  main  sewer, 
through  which  the  water  flows  to  the  pumping  station,  where  it  is 
received  in  an  open  reservoir,  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  a  filter- 
bed  near  the  pumping  station  which  has  been  prepared  for  the  puri- 
fication of  this  water.     At  times  when  the  flow  of  sewage  is  small 
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the  water  from  the  underdrains  is  pumped  to  the  sewage  filtration 
area  with  the  sewage. 

The  Reformatory  Prison  for  Women,  which  is  located  in  the  town 
of  Sherborn  and  which  contains  a  population  of  about  300,  is  con- 
nected with  the  Framingham  system.  The  quantity  of  sewage  from 
this  institution,  as  indicated  by  one  measurement,  is  about  30,000 
gallons  per  day.     This  institution  has  an  independent  water  supply. 

At  the  end  of  the  vear  1898  there  were  10.8  miles  of  sewers  in 
use.  The  total  number  of  connections  at  the  end  of  the  year  1898 
was  said  to  be  1,099,  of  which  49  are  from  business  blocks,  factories 
or  public  buildings. 

Records  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  pumped  each  day  have  been 
kept  since  1892,  and  while  these  records  are  probably  somewhat  in- 
accurate because  the  slip  of  the  pumps  has  not  been  carefully  deter- 
mined, they  serve  to  indicate  the  approximate  quantity  of  sewage 
purified  and  the  variations  in  the  flow.  The  following  table  gives 
the  average  quantity  of  sewage  pumped  each  month  since  1892,  as 
shown  by  these  records  :  — 

J  verage  Quantity  of  Sewage  pumped  at  Framingham, 

[OalloDs  per  Day.] 


Mo> 

ITH. 

11193. 

1894. 

1899. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

JftDuary, 

- 

236,400 

803,200 

398,400 

424,200 

467,200 

February,  . 

- 

260,800 

291,800 

476.400 

433,600 

648,.'KK) 

March, 

341,000 

380,100 

369,100 

670,100 

448.400 

098.400 

April, 

308,500 

354.800 

494,900 

444.100 

441,600 

525.400 

May,  . 

406,500 

254,700 

366,900 

376,300 

384,900 

609.600 

JoDe, . 

245,000 

209,600 

242,100 

400,800 

867,300 

450,800 

July,  . 

173.400 

191,600 

220.200 

865,700 

327,800 

889.500 

Auguat, 

103.400 

171.400 

231.900 

360,700 

316.400 

307,800 

September, 

150,100 

174,300 

214.500 

871,300 

337.600 

885,600 

October,     . 

143.400 

176,900 

814,800 

368,500 

316,200 

378.800 

November, 

156,900 

235,300 

604,900 

879.900 

354,600 

499,000 

December, 

205,400 

246.000 

502.100 

399,700 

478,700 

607,400 

Average  for 

yea 

r. 

229,100 

240.800 

845,500 

409,100 

885.600 

495.500 

Several  special  measurements  have  been  made  to  ascertain  the 
hourly  flow  of  sewage,  and  continuous  observations  were  made,  by 
means  of  an  automatic  recording  gauge,  of  the  flow  over  a  weir 
during  several  weeks  in  the  spring  of  1899.  The  results  of  these 
observations  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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The  following  table  gives  the  iivcrafrc,  mjixinuim  and  iiiinimum 
dttilj-  flow  of  sewage  (iming  the  yejir  1 8W,  Jind  the  flow  per  inhabi- 
tant, per  connection  with  the  sewer  system  and  per  mile  of  sewer 
constructed :  — 
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No.  34.]  PUEIFICATION  OF  SEWAGE.  607 

The  Framingham  sewage  is  very  strong,  being  by  far  the  strongest 
sewage  that  is  purified  on  any  filtration  area  in  the  State.  The 
strength  of  the  sewage  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  there  is  ordi- 
narily very  little  leakage  of  ground  water  into  the  sewers. 

There  is  a  very  small  quantity  of  manufactural  sewage  entering 
the  sewers,  the  principal  sewage  of  that  sort  being  the  spent  dyes 
discharged  from  the  straw  factories,  which  give  a  decided  color  to 
the  sewage  at  times.  Aside  from  the  straw  works,  none  of  the 
factories  produce  any  considerable  quantity  of  waste  liquors  which 
it  is  necessary  to  discharge  into  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  from  the  main  sewer,  before  entering  the  reservoir, 
is  received  in  a  gate-house,  where  it  is  passed  through  a  screen 
constructed  of  wooden  slats  with  an  open  space  between  the  slats 
of  one  inch.  The  screen  is  cleaned  twice  weekly  and  a  small 
amount  of  matter  is  removed,  which  is  composted.  From  the 
screen  the  sewage  passes  into  the  covered  masonry  reservoir,  which 
has  a  capacity  of  431,000  gallons,  in  which  the  night  flow  of  the 
sewage  is  stored,  so  that  pumping  is  necessary  only  during  the 
day.  The  pmups  are  ordinarily  started  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  operated  until  about  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  so 
that  sewage  entering  the  reservoir  after  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
remains  there  until  it  is  pumped  out  some  time  during  the  next 
day.  It  is  found  that  very  little  solid  matter  accumulates  on  the 
bottom  of  the  reservoir.  The  reservoir  has  been  cleaned  occasionally 
by  stirring  up  the  solid  matter  which  has  accumulated  and  pumping 
it  to  the  filter-beds  with  the  sewage.  The  pumps  which  force  the 
sewage  to  the  filtration  area  have  specially  designed  flap  valves,  each 
of  which  has  an  area  of  about  43  inches,  so  that  any  solid  matter 
which  passes  through  the  screens  can  pass  through  the  pumps. 

The  force  main  is  a  cast-iron  pipe  12  inches  in  diameter  and 
9,740  feet  long.  This  pipe  is  so  laid  that  when  pumping  ceases  the 
pipe  remains  lull  of  sewage  throughout  nearly  its  entire  length, 
although  arrantrements  have  been  made  so  that  the  contents  of  the 
pipe  can  l>e  drawn  back  into  the  reservoir  by  opening  a  gate.  The 
pipe  contains,  when  full,  57,200  gallons  of  sewage,  and  the  sewage 
which  is  in  the  pipe  at  the  time  when  pumping  ceases  remains  there 
until  the  following  morning,  when  it  is  discharged  upon  the  filter- 
beds. 

The  filtration  area  is  located  about  2.5  miles   north-east  of  the 
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village  of  South  Framingham,  near  the  line  between  the  towns  of 
Natick  and  Framingham,  in  the  water-shed  of  Bannister  Brook,  one 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Sudbury  River,  below  the  point  where  water 
is  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  District.  The  area  owned 
by  the  town  comprises  100  acres  and  is  naturally  very  nearly  leTel. 

On  this  area  there  have  been  prepared  18  filter-beds  having  an 
average  area  of  about  an  acre  ;  of  these,  all  but  one  have  been  pre- 
pared for  the  reception  of  sewage  by  the  removal  of  the  loam  from 
the  surface.  The  surface  of  one  of  the  beds  has  been  left  in  its  Dat^ 
ural  state,  and  is  covered  with  soil,  and  the  stumps  of  trees  have  not 
been  removed.  There  are  two  lines  of  underdrains,  each  of  which 
passes  through  the  centre  of  three  of  the  beds ;  the  remaining  beds 
are  not  underdrained. 

The  sewage  is  distributed  on  the  beds  through  pipes  from  man- 
holes at  the  corners  of  the  beds.  In  some  cases  the  pipe  discharges 
into  a  channel  which  passes  along  the  foot  of  the  inside  slopi  of  the 
embankment  by  means  of  which  the  sewage  is  delivered  at  different 
points  along  the  edges  of  the  beds.  In  many  of  the  beds,  however, 
sewage  is  discharged  only  at  the  corners.  None  of  the  original  soil 
beneath  the  surface  loam  was  disturbed  except  where  it  was  neces- 
sary in  order  to  make  the  surface  of  the  beds  level,  or  in  laying  the 
very  limited  amount  of  underdrainage. 

The  character  of  the  filter! n<?  material  has  been  ascertained  bv 
analyses  of  ijiimple.s  of  soil  collected  from  near  the  middle  of  each 
of  the  filter-beds  in  1898.  The  results  show  that  the  fillerino:  ma- 
terial,  especially  near  the  surface,  is  quite  fine,  being  much  finer 
than  the  filtering  material  at  Gardner.  The  fineness  of  the  material 
is  doul)tless  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  at  this  filtration  area 
the  subsoil  was  not  removed  when  the  beds  were  constructed.  No 
analyses  of  the  soil  of  the  l)eds  were  made  when  they  were  first 
used  so  that  it  is  at  present  impossible  to  tell  whether  the  fineness 
of  the  soil  has  been  increased  by  the  method  of  operating  the  beds. 
The  soil  in  the  lower  i)()rti(>n  of  the  beds  is  coarser  and  more  j>o- 
rous.  The  following  table  gives  the  averages  of  the  results  of  the 
analyses  of  samples  from  all  of  the  beds  at  diflerent  depths  :  ^  — 

*  The  size  of  each  ])article  is  considered  to  1)6  the  diameter  of  a  sphere  of  eqaal  volome. 
The  "effective  size"  is  such  that  10  yter  cent,  by  weight  of  the  material  is  composed  of  smtUer 
grains  than  the  size  given.  The  **  uniformity  coetlicient  '*  is  the  ratio  ^,  where  the  values  of  A 
and  B  are  such  that  GO  per  cent,  of  the  material  is  finer  than  A  and  10  per  cent,  finer  than  6. 
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The  filter-beds  at  Framingham  have  a  much  larger  area  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  from  the  town  than  the 
filter-beds  at  Gardner,  for  example,  but  the  Framingham  beds  are 
probabfy  capable  of  purifying  a  much  greater  quantity  of  sewage 
than  has  thus  far  been  discharged  upon  them. 

It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  operation  of  these  filters  to  grow 
crops  upon  the  beds,  and  in  consequence  of  this  the  application  of 
the  sewage  has  been  less  regular  than  it  would  otherwise  have  been, 
and  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied  to  certain  of  the  beds  has  often 
been  much  smaller  than  the  filters  were  capable  of  purifying,  espe- 
cially in  seasons  of  high  rainfall,  when  the  crops  might  be  injured 
by  the  application  of  too  great  a  quantity  of  sewage. 

In  the  spring  the  filters  are  ploughed  and  harrowed  and  all  are 
planted  with  corn.  During  the  summer  the  corn  is  hoed  at  frequent 
intervals,  and  in  the  fall,  alter  the  corn  stalks  have  been  cut,  the 
stubble  is  left  in  the  hills  and  the  surfaces  are  not  disturbed  until 
spring.  The  ice  which  forms  upon  the  beds  in  winter  rests  upon 
the  tops  of  the  corn  hills,  and  protects  the  low  places  between  the 
hills  from  freezing,  so  that  no  difiSculty  is  experienced  in  disposing 
of  the  sewage  even  in  the  coldest  weather.  The  sewage  is  applied 
to  the  beds  generally  in  rotation,  but  in  the  summer,  when  the  crops 
are  growing,  it  is  applied  where  it  is  most  needed  by  the  crops.  In 
general,  at  other  times,  all  of  the  sewage  for  one  day  is  applied  to 
two  of  the  beds  at  times  of  high  flow,  and  at  times  of  low  flow  one 
bed  generally  receives  the  daily  flow  of  sewage,  and  in  some  cases 
one  bed  has  received  the  entire  flow  of  sewage  for  two  days  in  suc- 
cession.    All  of  the  sewage  has  been  purified  upon  the  beds  since  the 
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works  were  first  put  in  operation,  and  it  has  never  been  necessary  to 
discbarge  sewage  in  an  unpurified  state  either  at  the  pumping  station 
or  at  the  filtration  area. 

During  the  year  1898  a  record  has  been  kept  of  the  applicatioDS 
of  sewage  to  each  bed,  and  by  comparing  this  record  with  the  record 
kept  at  the  pumping  station  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  pumped,  an 
approximate  estimate  has  been  made  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  applied 
to  each  bed  during  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  the  average 
daily  quantity  applied  to  each  bed  during  the  year  1898  and  the 
quantity  purified  per  acre :  — 
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Two  series  of  analyses  have  been  made  of  samples  of  sewage 
collected  from  the  main  sewer  at  frequent  intervals  for  a  period  of 
twenty-four  hours,  to  show  the  variation  in  the  character  of  the 
sewage  during  the  day.     The  results  of  these  analyses  are  shown 


in  the  following  table  :  — 
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Ab  before  stated,  the  night  flow  of  sewage  is  stored  io  the  reser- 
voir at  the  piiDiping  station  and  pumped  only  during  the  daytime. 
When  the  pumps  are  stopped  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  remains  in 
the  force  mala  until  the  pumps  are  started,  so  that  some  of  the 
sewage  is  quite  stale  by  the  time  it  reaches  the  filtration  area.  In 
order  to  ascertain  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  character  of  the 
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C?iemical  Examinations  of  Sewage  from  Framingham. 
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10 

6.D0and   6.00  p.m. 

— 

66.40 

87.00 

18.40* 

28.20 

12.20 

16.00 

10 
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67 
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— *^ — 

..    -----f. 

TT- 

imical  Examinations  of  Sewage  from  Framingham — Concluded. 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 


ee. 


ALBUMINOID. 


Total. 


Dit- 
lolved. 


Sus- 
pended. 


7500 

4500 

3.000 

6000 

8800 

5600 

4200 

0500 

3500 

0500 

7500 

8500 

ZSRT 

8000 

5000 

7600  ' 

6700^ 

8000 

6100- 

7500 

2000" 

2600 

0000 

5500 


1.8000 

0.6700 

0.4600 

0.2400 

0.2640 

0.1000 

0.0920 

0.5100 

0.8400 

0.8200 

0.7900 

1.1600 

0.6000 

0.6300 

0.6200**- 

0.2300- 

0.1400 

0.1100^ 

0.1800  -^ 

0.6500^ 

0.9400^ 

0.6700' 

0.7900*^ 

0.9000 


.7600 
.3700 
.2200 
.1600 
.1400 
.0440 
.0440 
.2700 
.4600 
.3700 
.4700 
.5800 
.3600 
.4800 
.1800 
.1600 
.0600 
.0450 
.0650 
.2800 
.3900 
.3800 
.4200 
.6300 


.6600 
.2000 
.2400 
.0800 
.1240 
.0560 
.0480 
.2400 
.8900 
.4600 
.8200 
.6800 
.2400 
.2000 
.8400 
.0800 
.0800 
.0660 
.1160 
.8700 
.5500 
.2900 
.3700 
.2700 


Chlorine. 


6.08 
7.21 
6.12 
6.82 
4.69 
4.28 
4.17 
4.66 
6.59 
7.02 
7.72 

7.16 

8.10 

6.96 

7.80 

6.69 

6.42 

14.94 

14.62 

11.75 

9.83 

9.50 

11.65 


NiTtOOBN  AS 


Nitrates. 


Nitrites. 


.0100 
.0010 
.0000 
.0010 
.0000 
.1400 
.1850 
.0090 
.0030 
.0080 
.0060 
.0100 
.0000 
.0100 
.0020 
.0000 
.0160 
.0510 
.0200 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 
.0000 


.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0001 

.0000 

.0160 

.0120 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0008 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 

.0860 

.0360 

.0660 

.0000 

.0001 

.0000 

.0000 

.0000 


OXTOKN  COKSUMBO. 


Unflltered. 


Filtered* 


1 


6.76 

4.40 

2.82 

1.60 

1.41 

0.61 

0.46 

2.11 

6.M 

6.47 

4.70 

6.15 

4.16* 

4.40' 

8.04  r 

1.82^ 

0.74^, 

0.60 

1.16*- 

8.7K 

6.32^ 

4.32^ 

6.92' 

8.40  < 


8.60 
2.84 
1.64 
LOT 
0.98 
0.85 
0.85 
1.88 
8.08 
S.80 
2.78 
.JLia_. 
2.40 
2.62 
1.64 
1.08 
0.54 
0.48 
0.61 
1.66 
2.60 
2.18 
8.20 
8.04 


nplea  were  collected  from  the  main  sewer  at  ita  entrance  to  the  reeerroir  near  the  pnmplog 
kch  sample  was  composed  of  2  equal  portions.  .    .  .'j]'  ' 


.■V  ^        » 
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As  before  stated,  the  night  flow  of  sewage  is  stored  in  tbe  reset- 
voir  at  the  pumping  station  and  pumped  only  during  tbe  daytime. 
>\'hen  the  i>uinps  are  stopped  a  large  quantity  of  sewage  remaino  ib 
the  force  main  until  the  pumps  are  started,  so  that  some  of  the 
seirage  is  quite  stiile  by  the  time  it  reaches  the  tiltratioD  area.  la 
order  to  aitcertuin  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  character  of  the 

Chemical  Examination  of  Sewage  fm* 
[Putaparioo.oop.; 
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;e  between  the  time  it  reaches  the  pumping  station  and  the 
that  it  is  distributed  on  the  filters,  a  series  of  analyses  was 
in  the  spring  of  1899,  the  results  of  which  are  shown  in  the 
which  follow.  Several  samples  of  effluent  were  also  col- 
in  the  course  of  a  single  day,  the  results  of  which  are  also 
ded. 


in  Sewer  at  Framingham, 


[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Amuokia. 


ALBDUINOID. 


Total. 


Dis- 
solved. 


Rai- 
pended. 


0.4000 

.3760 

0.2480 

.1920 

0.27flO 

.2280 

1.0400 

.6600 

0.5700 

.4700 

0.32UO 

.2200 

0.0920 

.0740 

0.4700 

.3600 

0.4100 

.2600 

0.1880 

.1560 

0.4100 

.3000 

0.6000 

.5000 

0.4000 

.3280 

0.2300 

.1200 

.0840 
.0500 
.0480 
.3800 
.1000 
.1000 
.0180 
.1100 
.1600 
.0320 
.1100 
.1000 
.0720 
.1100 


Chlorine. 


6.58 
4.29 
8.40 
6.06 
6.76 
4.95 

oua. 

6.38 
4.70 
8.81 

~T,m 

7.92 
4.76 
8.;26 


NiTKOOBM  AS 


Nitrates. 


Nitrites. 


.1220 
.1S80 
.0940 
.0120 
.1180 
.2500 
.8760 
.1800 
.06«0 
.2000 
.0600 
.0150 
.0920 
.1760 


.0160 
.0160 
.0140 
.0320 
.0180 
.0200 
.0280 
.0200 
.0180 
.0160 
.0300 
.0180 
.0160 
.0180 


OZTGBM  CONSDMRD. 


Unflltered. 


Filtered. 


6.60 
2.64 
3.44 
9.28 
7.62 
2.96 
0.70 
5.60 
8.71 
2.84 
4.66 
9.12 
6.52 
1.76 


4.16 
2.08 
2.21 
6.40 
6.76 
2.46 
0.62 
4.19 
8.10 
1.79 
8.65 
7.36 
8.97 
1.25 


1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

T 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


iiple,  except  the  laat,  was  made  up  of  12  eqaal  portions  collected  every  half  hoar.    The  last 


npmg  Station  at  Framingham. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 


ALBUMINOID. 


Total. 


Dis- 
solved. 


Sus- 
pended. 


0.2640 

.2080 

0.4250 

.3750 

0.8000 

.6800 

0.4900 

.3400 

0.2000 

.2300 

0.6600 

.3880 

0.3500 

.1840 

0.4900 

.3700 

0.7800 

.5200 

0.0560 
0.0500 
9.1200 
0.1500 
O.OfiOO 
0.2720 
0.1660 
0.1200 
0.2600 


Chlorine. 


4.59 
4.38 
6.47 
4.95 
4.14 
7.02 
4.25 
6.05 
7.10 


NiTROOKN  AS 


Nitrates. 


.0580 
.0180 
.0000 
.1100 
.0980 
.1200 
.1900 
.0250 
.0250 


Nitrites. 


.0180 
.0200 
.0300 
.0240 
.0280 
.0240 
.0240 
.0200 
.0200 


OXTOKN  COMAtTMRO. 


Unflltered. 


Fntered. 


4.64 
4.00 
75.20 
6.60 
8.28 
6.80 
3.28 
6.10 
9.44 


8.14 
2.02 
4.16 
8.68 
2.14 
4.38 
2.48 
4.68 
0.84 


1 
2 
3 
4 

6 
6 
7 
8 
9 


the  filtration  area.    Each  sample  was  made  up  of  equal  portions  collected  each  half  hour. 
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The  temperature  of  the  sewage  wbeo  it  reaches  the  filtration  area, 
as  observed  by  the  superinteodent  of  sewers,  is  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing table :  — 

Average  M<mthly  Ttmperalure  of  Sewage  Delivered  at  Framingkam  FtUer-Mt 
during  the  Year  1898. 
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The  temperature  of  the  sewage  is  doubtlesii  largely  influenced  by 
the  temperature  of  the  public  water  supply,  which  is  drawn  from  the 
ground,  and  during  the  winter  months  the  sewage  is  delivered  at 
the  beds  at  a  higher  temperature  than  the  sewage  at  moat  of  the 
other  filtration  areas  of  the  State, 

Frequent  analyses  of  samples  of  sewage  collected  from  the  end  of 
the  force  main,  as  the  sewage  flowed  out  upon  the  beds,  and  of  the 
effluent  from  each  of  the  uaderdrains,  have  been  made  since  1893, 
the  average  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  tables  which  follow. 
Analyses  have  also  been  made  of  samples  collected  from  a  spring 
situated  near  the  filtration  area,  the  water  of  which  is  used  for 
drinking  purposes  by  those  employed  at  the  filtration  area.  The 
analyses  indicate  that  the  water  of  the  spring  contains  a  large 
proportion  of  purified  sewage. 


Yearly  Averages  of  Chemieal  Examinations  of  Sewage  from  Framingkam. 
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Tearly  Averages  of  Chemieal  ExaminaUoiu  of  Effluent  from  the  East  Underdrain 
of  the  Framinffham  t%Uer-beds. 
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Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinationt  of  WaUr  from  a  Spring  near  Ban- 
nister Brook  which  receives  Effluent  from  the  Framingham  FiUer-beds. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  results  accomplished  by  the  filten 
in  the  purification  of  the  sewage  since  1892,  as  indicated  by  thi 
free  ammonia,  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed  in  the 
sewage  and  effluent.  As  there  is  some  ground  water  mixed  with 
the  effluent,  the  results  indicate  only  approximately  the  purifi- 
cation effected  in  passing  through  the  filters.  An  interesting  fiict 
in  regard  to  the  purification  effected  is  that  the  sewage  is  often  reij 
highly  colored,  owing  to  large  quantities  of  dyes  which  are  da- 
charged  into  the  sewers  from  the  straw  factories,  while  the  effluent 
has  never  had  any  traces  of  this  color. 


TMe  shmcing  the  Amount  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia  and  Oxygen  (km- 
sumed  in  the  Framingham  Sewage  and  in  the  Effluent  from  the  East  Uhder- 
drain,  together  with  the  Percentage  removed  from  the  Sewage  by  Filtration, 

[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 


Fbbb  Ammonia. 

Total  Albcmimoid 
Ammomia. 

OxTour  CovscMsn. 

Teas. 

S«wage. 

Rfflaent. 

Per 
Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

Effluent 

Per 
Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 

Oent.i«- 

moved. 

1808,  .       .       . 
1804,  .       .       . 
1806,  .       .        . 
1806,  . 

1897,  . 

1898,  . 

2.0283 
2.4380 
2.7178 

2.8607 
3.1400 
8.1012 

.1786 
.0467 
.2663 
.2067 
.1426 
.6386 

01.1 
08.1 

00.6 

i 

02.8 
95.5    1 

79.4 

1 

0.4006 
0.6136 
0.0086 
2.7272 
2.8810 
3.1450 

.0096 
.0089 
.0086 
.0100 
.0125 
.0176 

97.6 
98.3 
98.8 
99.6 
99.6 
99.4 

1 

4.06 

6.91 

15.92 

23.23 

25.29 

.12 
.16 
.15 
.15 
.18 

m 

97.0 
07.3 
90.1 
90.4 
OO.S 

Table  shelving  the  Amount  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia  and  Oxygen  Om- 
sumed  in  the  Framingham  Sewage  and  in  the  Effluent  jrovfi  the  West  Under- 
drain,  together  with  the  Percentage  removed  from  the  Sewage  by  Filtratioru 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Fkbb  Ammonia. 

Total  Albcmimoid 
Ammonia. 

OXTGKK  CONAUMKD. 

Tkas. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 
Cent,  re- 
moved. 

1 

Sewage. 

Efflaent. 

Per 
Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

Efflaent 

Per 
Cent  re- 
moved. 

1893,  . 

1804,  . 

1805,  . 

1806,  . 

1807,  . 

1808,  . 

2.0283 
2.4380 
2.7173 
2.8607 
3.1400 
3.1012 

.1071 
.0812 
.2145 
.0658 
.1241 
.3276 

94.7 

1 

96.7 
92.2 
97.7 
96.0 
89.5 

0.4006 
0.5135 
0.6986 
2.7272 
2.8810 
3.1450 

.0080 
.0070 
.0084 
.0106 
.0170 
.0162 

98.0 
08.6 
08.8 
99.6 
99.4 
99.5 

4.06 

6.91 

15.92 

23.23 

25.29 

.12 
.19 
.10 
.28 
.24 

97.1 
96.8 
90.0 
90.0 

90.1 

_ 
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The  effluent  ia  discharged  into  Bannister  Brook,  which  baa  a 
water-shed  of  3.05  square  miles.  There  is  no  population  on  the 
banks  of  the  brook  for  some  distance  below  the  point  where  the 
sewage  is  discharged.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  in 
the  summer  months  from  the  brook  above  and  below  the  point  where 
it  receives  the  effluent  are  given  in  subsequent  tables.  There  is  no 
population  within  1,000  feet  of  the  filtration  area.  Two  streets  pass 
by  the  filter-beds,  but  there  appears  to  be  no  complaint  of  odors 
arising  from  the  beds. 


Yearly  Averageg  of  Chemical  Examinationt  of  Water  frtrni  Bannitter  Brook  above 
and  below  the  Framingham  Fitter-beds. 
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Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  system  of  underdrainage 
beneath  the  sewers  in  Framingham.  Samples  of  water  from  the 
main  underdrain  have  been  analyzed  each  month  for  a  number  of 
years,  the  yearly  averages  of  the  results  of  which  are  given  in  the 
following  table.  During  the  year  1898  analyses  were  also  made  of 
the  effluent  from  the  filter>bed  on  which  the  underdrain  water  is  dis- 
charged. It  will  be  observed  that  the  character  of  the  water  flowing 
in  the  uuderdrains  has  improved  since  the  sewer  system  was  first 
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constructed.  This  is  probably  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  Gut 
that  much  of  the  sewage  which  was  discharged  into  the  gronoil 
before  the  sewer  systetn  was  constructed  is  now  carried  away  in 
the  sewers,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of  poIlutioD  of  the  groaod 
water. 

Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinaiions  of  Waler  from  the  Underdrain  tew^ 
the  Bewert  ai  Framingham. 

[Put!  per  tDI>.00a.] 
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Average  of  Chemical  Analyses  of  Effluent  from  the  Filler-bed  which  reeeivet 
Waler  Jrmn  the  Underdrain  beneath  the  Sewers  at  Framingham. 

(P»rU  per  100,000.] 
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Gardner. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  9,637. 

The  town  is  situated  within  the  water-sheds  of  the  Miller's  and 
the  North  Branch  of  the  Nashua  rivers,  the  larger  portion  of  the 
area  being  within  the  water-shed  of  the  former  stream.  The  priucipal 
part  of  the  population  of  the  town  is  in  several  villages  which  are 
not  widely  separated,  so  that  it  is  practicable  to  collect  the  sewage 
of  nearly  all  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town  and  convey  it 
to  the  filtration  area  by  gravity.  The  topography  of  the  town  is 
uneven  and  some  of  the  slopes  are  very  steep.  There  are  several 
large  factories  in  the  town,  but  none  of  them  discharges  any  consider- 
able quantity  of  manufacturing  sewage  into  the  sewers,  the  principal 
industry  being  the  manufacture  of  chairs  and  other  wooden  goods. 

A  water  supply  was  introduced  in  the  town  in  1882,  and  the  aver- 
age consumption  of  water  per  day  during  1898  was  729,000  gallons, 
or  76  gallons  per  capita. 

The  sewer  system  and  disposal  works  were  constructed  in  1891. 
The  sewers  were  designed  to  receive  house  sewage  only,  although 
a  few  roofs  have  been  connected  with  the  sewers  at  the  ends  of 
branch  lines.  The  sewers  are  constructed  of  earthen  pipe,  except- 
ing a  small  portion  of  the  main  sewer  at  its  lower  end,  which  is 
constructed  of  iron  pipe,  and  -the  largest  sewer  is  12  inches  in 
diameter.  Much  water  was  encountered  in  the  ground  when  the 
Bewers  were  constructed,  and  especial  care  was  taken  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  ground  water  through  the  joints  of  the  pipes,  but  no 
underdrains  were  provided  beneath  the  sewers  for  the  removal  of 
ground  water. 

At  the  end  of  1898  the  total  length  of  sewers  was  10.02  miles 
and  there  were  363  connections,  which  can  be  roughly  classified  as 
follows :  — 

Dwelling-houses, 298 

Business  blocks, 42 

Factories, 11 

School-houses, 6 

Hotels, 4 

Churches, 2 

Total  connections, 363 
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The  quantity  of  sewage  varies  greatly  from  time  to  time.  No 
records  of  the  quantity  have  been  kept  by  the  town,  but  seveni 
measurements  have  been  made  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  to 
determine  the  quantity  flowing  at  difierent  times  and  under  varying 
conditions  of  weather  and  height  of  water  in  the  ground.  The 
results  of  these  measurements  are  given  in  the  following  table :  — 


TwByrr-roca 

H^UaS  BKOINinMO  — 

Temper- 
ature. 

Deg.  F. 

ToUl 

Flow  in 

Twenty- 

fonr  Hoars 

(Gallons). 

Maxlmam 

Kate 
(Gallons 

Twenty- 
four 
Hours). 

Honr  at 
which 

Maxlmom 
Flow 

Occurred. 

Mlntmam 
Bate 

(GalioDS 

Twenty- 
four 
Hoars). 

Hoorit 

Date. 

Hoar. 

Day  of  Week. 

whkfe 
mniioaa 
'     now 
Oecnnsl 

1 

180S. 
Umj    11,  . 

IOa.m. 

Wedneaday, . 

40.6 

882,800 

1  -.  ? 
471,000 

1     «      C^ 

\,S  7 
3  P.M. 

1  i^ 

8  P.M. 

■•.£6 

2  P.M. 

y-i 

800,400 
804,700 

4A.X. 

May    81.  .       . 

11  A.M. 

Tuesday, 

61.4 

889,700 

480,000 
207,800 

4A.X. 

Joly   19,  .       . 

9  a.m. 

Taeeday, 

08.0 

200,600 

144,000 

4AJI. 

Jaly   ao,  . 

9a.m. 

Wednesday, . 

08.7 

206,200 

200,200 

9  A.M. 

160,700 

4AJL 

July  21,  . 

9  a.m. 

Thursday,     . 

04.8 

217,700 

279,800 

8   P.M. 

164,000 

8ajl 

Jaly   22,  . 

9a.m. 

Friday.  . 

03.0 

209,100 

282,600 

9  A.M. 

140,000 

8AX. 

Jaly   28,  . 

9a.m. 

Saturday, 

08.8 

103,000 

204,700 

0  A.M. 

180,100 

lAJI. 

Joly   24.  .       . 

9a.m. 

Sunday, 

08.1 

186,800 

274.800 

8  A.M. 

420,000 

4AJI. 

Jaly   25,  .       . 

9a.m. 

Monday, 

04.1 

204,900 

272,000 

9  A.M. 

180,000 

4AJL 

1S99. 

Jan.    81,  . 

9a.m. 

Tuesday, 

41.0 

888,500 

423,400 

12   M. 

258,000 

5aX- 

Feb.     1,  . 

9a.m. 

Wednesday,  . 

41.6 

832,700 

440,400 

3  P.M. 

238,300 

4a.X. 

Feb.     2,  . 

9a.m. 

Thursday,     . 

41.3 

804.200 

433.400 

2  P.M. 

209,200 

8a.X. 

April  17,  . 

IOa.m. 

Monday, 

40.1 

740,500 

806,000 

1   P.M. 

640,500 

5  AX. 

April  18,   . 

IOa.m. 

Tuesday, 

'       40.2 

1 

052,700 

770,500 

2  P.M. 

535,500 

2A.X. 

April  19,  . 

IOa.m. 

Wednesday,  . 

'       89.9 

688,500 

050,000 

12  M. 

617,500 

4  AX. 

From  these  measurements  and  from  other  observations  of  the 
flow,  it  seems  probable  that  the  average  quantity  of  sewage  flowing 
during  the  year  is  about  350,000  gallons  per  day.  From  the  above 
table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  maximum  daily  flow  during  any  day 
when  measurements  were  made  was  740,500  gallons,  on  Monday, 
April  17,  1899,  and  that  the  minimum  daily  flow  was  185,300  gal- 
lons, on  Sunday,  July  24,  1898.  The  measurements  were  not  made 
when  the  flow  was  abnormal,  but  can  be  said  to  fairly  represent  the 
flow  at  times  of  ordinary  wet  weather  and  in  dry  weather.  The 
maximum  flow  was  about  four  times  the  minimum  flow,  and  a  little 
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le8s  than  twice  the  average  flow.  The  following  table  gives  the 
maximum^  minimum  and  average  daily  flow  per  inhabitant,  per  mile 
of  sewer  and  per  connection,  computed  from  the  information  that  has 
been  obtained :  — 


QALLOyS  PBK  DAT. 

Ifaxlmom. 

Mlnlmnm. 

Average. 

AmoQDt  of  Mwage  per  inhabiunt,       .... 

Amount  of  Mwago  per  coDnecUon 

Amonnt  of  eewage  per  mile  of  eewer,        . 

77 

2,040 

78,000 

10 

610 

18,400 

86 

064 
84,030 

The  character  of  the  sewage  flowing  in  diflSerent  parts  of  a  single 
day  varies  almost  directly  with  the  quantity  flowing  in  the  sewers, 
the  stronger  sewage  being  found  at  time  of  highest  flow  and  the 
weaker  at  time  of  lowest  flow.  The  character  of  the  sewao:e  also 
varies  with  different  seasons  of  the  year,  and  in  this  case  the  sewage 
taken  as  a  whole  is  weaker  at  times  of  highest  flow  and  stronger  at 
times  when  the  flow  of  sewage  is  smaller. 

The  following  tables  give  the  results  of  analyses  of  samples  of 
sewage  collected  at  tim^s  when  the  measurements  of  flow  were  being 
made :  — 
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Chemical  Examination  of  StrnjUa 

[Part*  per  100,000.] 


"^ 

Date. 

Hoar. 

Rate  Of 
Flow. 

Gallons 

Temper- 
ature. 

RE8IDI7B  09 

EVAPORATIOV. 

TOTAL  KK8IDCB. 

LOSS  OH  lOTtnOf. 

1 

a 

per 
24  Hoars. 

Deg.  r. 

Total. 

Dis- 
solved 

Sus- 
pended. 

Total. 

Dis-       Sss- 
solred.  pendcd. 

1 

23355 

1S08. 

May  31 

11.25  A  M.   and 
12.12  P.M. 

478.600 

G2.0 

79.00  26.50 

62.50 

65.4C 

10.00 

45.« 

2 

23356 

May  31 

1. 11  and   2.18  p.m. 

474,400 

52.0 

36.  OQ 

1  24.80 

11.20 

20.0Q 

10.20 

o.» 

8 

28357 

May  31 

8.07  and   4.10  p.m. 

474,600 

62.6 

85.00  20.60 

1 

16.00 

21.00 

8.00 

13.00 

23358 

May  31 

5.08  and    6.09  p.m. 

424,400 

62.2 

24.80 

16.20 

8.00 

11.80 

6.80 

6.M 

28350 

May  31 

7. 10  and    8.08  p.m. 

891,400 

52.6 

23.60 

18.90 

4.70 

10.00 

6.00 

4.00 

23360 

May  31 

9. 12  and  10.13  pm. 

861,600 

51.8 

21.40 

15.90 

5.50 

0.20 

4.80 

4.10 

28361 

May  31 

11.15  p  M.   and 

12.18  A.M.* 

335,700 

61.0 

15.60 

18.60 

2.10 

6.00 

8.60 

1.N 

23362 

June   1 

1.18  and   2.14  am. 

800,200 

50.5 

12.20 

11.50 

0.70 

4.40 

8.70 

O.70 

28363 

June  1 

4.09  am. 

804,700 

60.0 

12.00 

11.20 

0.80 

8.80 

3.80 

O.S0 

23364 

June    1 

5.12  and   6.18  a.m. 

311,500 

60.6 

11.40 

11.20 

0.20 

2.80 

2.80 

0.00 

23365 

Jane   1 

7.15  and   8.12  a.m. 

891,100 . 

50.5 

24.00 

14.90 

9.10 

11.40 

8.00 

7.00 

23366 

Jane    1 

9. 10  and  10.02  a.m. 

419,400 

51.5 

47.40 

21.50 

25.00 

80.40 

8.10 

2s.ao 

18 

Average  for  24  hoars, 

889,700 

61.4 

80.90 

18.00 

12.90 

17.10 

0.10 

11.00 

1898. 

\.?> 

14 

23949  July    19 

9.00  and  10.00  A.M. 

254,200 

63.0 

46.60 

28.40 

18.20 

26.60{ 

12.00 

14.60 

15 

23950  July   19 

11.00  and  12.00  a.m. 

239,400 

63.2 

52.20 

35.80 

16.40 

29.60 

15.80  ,  IS.SO 

16 

23951,  July   19 

1.00  and    2.00  p.m. 

254,300 

63.5 

42.00 

29.40 

12.60 

21.00| 

11.00     10.00 

17 

23952   July    19 

3.00  and   4.00  p.m. 

239,800 

63.2 

46.40 

25.80 

20.60 

28.00, 

11.00     17.00 

18 

23953   July   19 

6.00  and   6.00  pm. 

220,900 

64.0 

40.20 

30.80 

9.40 
8.00 

17.20 

9.00       S.20 

19 

23954    July    19 

7.00  and   8.00  p.m. 

213,200 

64.0 

31.60 

23.60 

15.20 

9.80 

5.40 

20 

23955 

July   19 

9.00  and  10.00  P.M. 

189,300 

63.0 

22.00 

17.00 

5.00 

11.00 

1 

7.40    s.eo 

21 

23956 

July   19 

ll.OO  and  12.00  p.m. 

175.900 

63.7      ' 

27.40 

17.20 

10.20 

17.60 

1 

0.20 

8.40 

22 

23957 

July  20 

1.00  and    2.00  a  m. 

152,000 

62.7 

11.40 

9.80 

1.60 

5.00 

3.60 

1.40 

23 

23958 

July  20 

3.00  and   4.00  a.m. 

145,300 

62.0 

9.40 

8.80 

0.60 

3  00 

3.00 

0.00 

24 

23977 

July  20 

6.00  and   6.00  a.m. 

158,300 

62.0 

10.60 

9.80 

0.80 

4.20 

4.00 

0.20 

25 

23978 

July   20 

7.00  and   8.00  a.m. 

1 

235,900 

62.0    \ 

r 

22.60 

16.60 

6.00 

12.00 

6.40      5.60 

26 

Avcra 

ge  for  24  hours, j 

206,500 

63.0      ' 

32.60 

22.50 

10.10 

1 
17.30| 

0.10       8.20 

1H9». 

'l 

1 

1 

27 

23994   July    20' 

1        •' 

9.00  and  10.00  a.m. 

265,000 

62.7    i' 

1 

68.40   31.80 

36.60 

47.00' 

15.00  1  32.00 

28 

23980   July   20 

11.00  and  12.00  a  m. 

286,400 

63.0    1 

51.60 

28.60 

28.00  ! 

31.20 

11.40  1  19.^ 

29 

23981 

July  20 

1. 00  and    2.00  p.m. 

240,900 

63.0 

1 

86.00  26.40 

59.60  ! 

1 

62.20 

10.80     51.40 

♦  June  1. 


The  samples  were  collected  from  the  end  of  the  Inverted  siphon  as  U 
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of  Sewage  from  Oardner. 


[Put*  per  100,000.] 


AXMOKIA. 

Chlorine. 

NiTBOOBK  AS 

OZTOBM  COKSCM  BD. 

ALBUM  mOID. 

SItnttei. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltered. 

Filtered. 

Free. 

TotaL 

Dis- 
solved. 

8a«- 
pendcd. 

2.SI00 

0.5900 

.3800 

.2100 

4.90 

.0010 

.0000 

4.61 

1.74 

1 

1.5200 

0.5600 

.2700 

.2900 

8.76 

.0010 

.0000 

4.67 

1.81 

2 

0.2170 

0.5600 

.2800 

.2800 

8.28 

.0010 

.0000 

8.04 

1.81 

8 

1.4000 

0.8100 

.1900 

.1200 

2.66 

.0000 

.0000 

1.76 

1.02 

4 

2.0800 

0.4100 

.1900 

.2200 

8.78 

.0010 

.0000 

1.80 

1.28 

6 

1.6300 

0.2600 

.1600 

.1000 

2.40 

.0010 

.0000 

1.60 

0.90 

6 

0.8680 

0.2360 

.1000 

.1860 

2.87 

.0000 

.0000 

1.26 

0.77 

T 

0.2960 

0.0600 

.0440 

.0160 

1.76 

.1440 

.0192 

0.86 

0.86 

8 

0.0960 

0.0440 

.0200 

.0240 

1.60 

.1600 

.0176 

0.82 

0.31 

0 

0.1640 

0.0440 

.0200 

.0240 

1.69 

.1800 

.0160 

0.82 

0.31 

10 

2.6700 

0.8700 

.1700 

.2000 

2.78 

.0020 

.0000 

2.24 

1.20 

u 

8.7700 

o.eooo 

.8600 

.2400 

8.20 

.0000 

.oooa 

4.13 

2.10 

12 

1.4040 

0.8680 

.2010 

.1670 

2.98 

.0820 

.0040 

2.48 

1.28 

18 

l.fo 
8.6000 

0.8900 

.4100 

.4800 

8.81 

.0010 

.0000 

6.76 

2.69 

14 

"^    8.6500 

0.7700 

.8900 

.8800 

4.40 

.0020 

.0000 

6.16 

3.81 

16 

)-"    2.6000 

0.5800 

.2800 

.2600 

4.92 

.0010 

.0000 

4.00 

2.34 

16 

4    2.6500 

0.7000 

.8000 

.4000 

4.66 

.0020 

.0000 

6.12 

8.17 

IT 

>«    2.7000 

0.4900 
0.5800 
0.8300 

.2600 

.2800 

-wr 

.0020 

.0000 

8.86 

1.80 

18 

*'.    8.8000 

.4100 

.1700 

4.47 

.0020 

.0000 

4.00 

2.21 

19 

J-^    1.9500 

.2000 
4 

.1800 

2.90 

.0010 

.0000 

8.12 

1.6T 

20 

^      1.7500 

0.4300 

1  \ 

.2000 

.2800 

2.99 

.0020 

.0000 

8.62 

1.76 

21 

0.8200 

^^0.1520 

.0800 

.0720 

2.08 

.0010 

.0120 

0.80 

0.60 

22 

I      0.1840 

"0.0780 
0.0080 

.0400 

.0860 

1.46 

.0610 

.0072 

0.68 

0.40 

28 

J      0.8720 

.0440 

.0240 

1.60 

.0580 

.0072 

0.70 

0.68 

24 

2.8600 

0.4300 

.2000 

.2800 

2.86 

.0010 

.0000 

8.00 

1.89 

25 

2.8800 

0.4900 

.2540 

.2420 

8.86 

.0080 

.0020 

8.64 

2.02 

26 

6.9000 

0.8900 

.4100 

.4800 

5.88 

.0000 

.0000 

6.72 

1.76 

2T 

8.0000 

0.7500 

.8300 

.4200 

3.96 

.0010  . 

.0000 

4.84 

2.68 

28 

2.6000 

I.OIOO 

.8300 

.6800 

8.66 

.0010 

.0000 

6.20 

2.14 

20 

ent«n  th«  settling  tanks.    Baeh  sample  was  made  ap  of  2  equal  portions. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Samph 

[Pkrta  per  100,000.] 


■ 

a 

s 

Date. 

Day  of  Week. 

Rate  of 
Flow. 

Oallont 

24  Uoan. 

Temper- 
ature. 

Deg.  P. 

RaaiDUB  om  BTArosATiov. 

TOTAL  BaaiDDB.        | 

Loat 

I  OB  lasiTKn. 

Total. 

Die- 
solved. 

Bus- 
pended. 

Total. 

1    Dl»-      Met- 

aolred.  pmM, 

1 

2897V 

IMS. 

Jaly  19-20 

Taee.-Wed.,      . 

206,500 

68.0 

85.00 

20.20 

14.80  - 

18.40 

6.60 

1 

11.11 

28805 

July  20-21 

Wed.-Thara.,    . 

205,20Q 

63.7 

39.20 

20.00 

10.20 

28.20 

T.OO 

lis 

23907 

July  21-22 

Tbara.-Fii.t 

217,700 

64.8 

20.20 

16.20 

18.00 

17.40 

7.20 

XI.S 

24018 

Jaly  22-28 

Fri.-Bat.,    . 

209,100 

63.6 

27.80 

20.60 

7.20 

16.60 

11.40 

AM 

24020 

Joly  23-24 

8at.-8aD.,  . 

193,000 

68.8 

29.40 

20.60 

8.80  : 

1 

8.00 

7.60 

e.4» 

24039 

Jaly  24-25 

San.-Mon., 

185,800 

68.1 

27.20 

17.80 

0.40 

14.00 

6.00 

8.» 

24047 

Joly  25-26 
1S90. 

MoD^Tuea., 

204,900 

64.1 

86.20 

22.60 

18.60 

21.00! 

10.40 

ie.» 

26111 

Jan  81- 
Feb.  1. 

Toea.-Wed.,      . 

888,600 

41.6 

22.00 

16.00 

6.00 

11.80 

6.80 

5J9 

20118 

Feb.      1-2 

Wed.-Thora.,    . 

882,700 

41.5 

28.00 

17.00 

6.00 

U.20 

T.40 

4.11 

10 

20124 

Feb.      2-8 

Ttaara.-Fii., 

804,200 

41.8 

18.40 

14.40 

4.00 

8.90 

6.30 

!.• 

11 

26125 

Feb.     8 

Friday, 

884.600 

42.0 

87.00 

21.10 

16.00 

20.00 

8.80 

U.II 

Each  earaplo  waa  composed  of  24  eqnal  portions,  collected  boorly,  beginning  at  0  a.m.,  except  tki 
samples  were  collected  from  the  end  of  the  Inverted  siphon  as  It  enters  the  settling  tanks. 

To  reach  the  filtration  area  the  main  sewer  crosses  the  vallev  of  a 
brook  in  the  form  of  an  inverted  siphon.  This  siphon  is  a  cast- 
iron  pipe  12  inches  in  diameter  and  its  total  length  is  1,050  feet. 
The  diflerence  in  elevation  between  the  two  ends  of  the  siphon  is 
1.4  feet  and  the  dip  is  about  25  feet.  At  the  lowest  point  in  the 
pipe  a  gate  was  inserted  and  a  filter-bed  was  constructed  to  receive 
the  contents  of  the  pipe  whenever  it  should  be  found  desirable  to 
flush  it  out.  This  gate  and  filter-bed,  however,  have  been  used  but 
seldom,  as  it  has  been  found  that  no  stoppages  occur  in  the  iron 
pipe.  At  times  the  flow  through  the  siphon  is  somewhat  diminished, 
but  on  such  occasions  the  sewage  backs  up  in  the  pipe  until  sufficient 
head  is  obtained  to  remove  the  obstruction,  and  the  sewage  again 
rushes  through  the  siphon,  carrying  the  foreign  matter  with  it  to  the 
filtration  area. 

The  filtmtion  area  comprises  19.4  acres  of  land  situated  south 
of  the  thickly  populated  portion  of  the  town  in  the  valley  of  Pond 
Brook.  When  the  sewaore  reaches  the  filtration  area  it  is  discharged 
into  two  settling  tanks  having  a  total  capacity  of  about  10,000  gal- 
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of  Sewage  from  Oardner. 


[Part*  pw  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Chlorine. 

NiTBOOKy  AS 

OXTOSy  CONSUMBD. 

ALBOMnroID. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltend. 

Filtered. 

Free. 

TotaL 

Dit- 
aolve<l. 

Sat- 
pended. 

2.2M0 

.4000 

.2000 

.2600 

8.48 

.0010 

.0000 

2.66 

1.60 

1 

2.8500 

.0000 

.2800 

.4600 

8.41 

.0010 

.0000 

6.10 

2.18 

2 

1.9500 

.4000 

.1800 

.2200 

2.92 

.0000 

.0000 

8.62 

1.67 

8 

2.2000 

.8700 

.1500 

.2200 

8.19 

.0000 

.0000 

S.72 

1.41 

1.7000 

.4000 

.1000 

.2400 

8.06 

.0000 

.0000 

8.04 

1.86 

1.8000 

.4900 

.2000 

.2900 

8.42 

.  .0010 

.0000 

S.72 

1.25 

2.0000 

.6800 

.2000 

.8200 

8.86 

1 

.0000 

.0000 

4.40 

1.02 

1.8600 

.4700 

.8200 

.1600 

1 

2.49 

.0460 

.0190 

2.80 

1.88 

1.8000 

.8800 

.2300 

.1800 

2.26 

.0250 

.0060 

8.79 

2.47 

1.9500 

.8400 

.2800 

.0600 

2.66 

.0620 

.0140 

2.76 

2.16 

10 

8.1000 

.9500 

.6000 

.8500 

8.90 

.0060 

.0080 

6.62 

8.60 

11 

iMt  Bomple,  which  consisted  of  8  equal  portions,  eollocted  hoarly  from  9  ▲.x.  to  4  p.m.  ioclasive.    The 


Ions.  The  tanks  are  constructed  in  duplicate,  so  that  one  can  be  in 
use  while  the  other  is  being  cleaned ;  but  ordinarily  both  tanks  are 
used  at  the  same  time,  except  for  the  short  period  required  for 
cleaning.  The  time  that  the  sewage  remains  in  the  tank  varies  from 
seventeen  minutes  to  two  hours,  the  average  time  being  about  forty 
minutes  when  both  tanks  are  being  used.  The  solid  matter  which 
accumulates  in  the  tanks  is  discharged  upon  sludge  beds.  No 
screens  are  used,  but  the  settling  tanks  are  so  arranged  that  the 
floating  matter  is  kept  from  being  discharged  on  the  filter-beds  and 
is  emptied  with  the  solid  matter  upon  the  sludge  beds  when  the 
tanks  are  cleaned. 

Twenty-one  filter-beds,  exclusive  of  the  sludge  beds,  have  been 
prepared  upon  the  filtration  area,  having  a  combined  area  of  2.5 
acres.  The  beds  vary  in  size  from  0.05  of  an  acre  to  0.21  of  an 
acre,  the  average  size  being  0.12  of  an  acre.  In  the  construction 
of  the  beds  a  large  portion  of  the  material  was  taken  from  banks  of 
sand  in  the  vicinity,  and  very  little  material  was  found  where  the 
beds  are  located.     Such  material  as  was  found  in  the  location  of  the 
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beds  was  nil  disturbed  and  the  finest  material  removed.  The  beds 
are  underdrained  by  lines  of  tile  pipe  laid  about  20  feet  apart  at  t 
depth  of  5  feet  beneath  the  surface.  The  underdrains  discharge  ioto 
a  main  undcrdrain  which  carries  the  effluent  directly  to  the  brooL 
The  sewage  is  distributed  to  the  different  beds  through  pipes  and 
wooden  troughs,  and  is  applied  at  only  one  point  on  each  bed. 
Overflows  have  been  put  in  between  the  beds,  so  that  when  one  bed 
is  full  the  sewage  will  flow  to  the  next  bed. 

During  the  summer  each  of  the  beds  is  raked  at  an  interval  of 
about  two  weeks,  and  the  material  which  has  accumulated  upon  the 
surface  of  the  beds  is  carried  away  and  composted.  Two  or  three 
times  during  the  season  the  beds  are  harrowed.  In  the  fall  the  beda 
are  ploughed  and  the  surfaces  are  left  in  furrows  so  that  the  ice  and 
snow  will  rest  upon  the  ridges,  protecting  the  sewage  in  the  hollows 
from  the  action  of  the  frost.  Examinations  made  during  the  coldest 
weather  in  winter  have  ehown  that  the  filter-beds  were  entirely  free 
from  frost. 

During  the  summer,  when  the  beds  receive  considerable  attention, 
all  of  the  sewage  reaching  the  filtration  area  is  ordinarily  properly 
cared  for,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  and  in  the  early  spring, 
when  it  is  impossible  to  rake  the  surfaces  of  the  beds  and  when  the 
quantity  of  sewage  is  large,  the  area  is  insufficient  to  care  for  the 
sewage,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  sewage  is  discharged 
directly  into  the  brook  without  purification. 

The  original  sludge  bed  was  situated  near  the  tank  house  and  the 
odor  arising  from  it  was  noticeable  in  the  vicinity.  New  sludge 
beds  were  subsequently  constructed  beside  the  brook  on  the  side  of 
the  filtration  area  farthest  from  the  town  and  in  such  a  position  that 
odors  from  them  are  not  noticeable  at  any  considerable  distance. 
There  are  two  sludge  beds,  having  a  combined  area  of  0.17  of  an 
acre.  The  sludge  discharged  upon  the  beds  is  allowed  to  stand 
uniil  it  becomes  sufficiently  dry,  and  is  then  shovelled  into  wheel- 
barrows and  removed  from  the  beds  and  disposed  of  by  composting. 
During  wet  weather  and  in  very  cold  weather  the  disposal  of  the 
sludge  in  this  way  is  somewhat  difficult,  as  it  is  not  practicable  to 
dry  it  sufficiently  to  remove  it,  so  that  there  are  considerable  accu- 
mulations of  sludge  to  be  disposed  of  each  spring.  The  sludge  is 
removed  from  the  tanks  about  once  a  week  and  usually  contains  a 
large  quantity  of  sand  which  enters  the  sewers  at  times  of  storms. 
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In  order  to  ascertain  the  character  of  the  filtering  material  in  the 
different  beds  after  having  been  in  use  for  several  years,  analyses 
have  been  made  of  samples  of  soil  collected  at  different  depths  from 
the  centre  of  each  of  the  beds.  The  following  table  gives  the  aver- 
ages of  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  samples  from  all  of  the  beds  at 
each  depth :  — 

Analyses  of  Filtering  McUerial  at  the  Gardner  Filter^ds. 


Dbpth  Bklow 

SUBFAOB  (FKBT). 


EPFBCTIVB  SIZB 
(MiLLlMBTBIt). 


a 

D 

i 
M 

s 


s 

a 

i 


Surfaoe, 
0.25,  . 
0.50,  . 
1.00,  . 
2.60,  . 
4.00,      . 


.18 

.26 

.18 

.25 

.17 

.26 

.18 

.3S 

.15 

.21 

.12 

.18 

.u 

.18 
.12 
.10 
.12 
.02 


UVIPOBMITT 

COBmCIBXT. 

• 

i 

i 
1 

-^ 

1 

s 

4.4 

4.2 
4.4 

4.8 
4.T 
8.0 


6.0 
6.6 
7.8 
7.4 
6.8 
24.0 


S.8 

2.8 
2.8 
2.6 
2.8 
2.5 


ALBCHIMOID  AMMOmA. 
(PABT8  FKB  100,000). 


61.6 

66.9 

48.8 

71.9 

42.1 

62.8 

29.7 

64.5 

18.0 

88.9 

15.5 

87.7 

22.2 

81.0 

21.0 

9.8 

4.0 

5.1 


There  is  no  indication  that  the  material  of  the  filter-beds  is  becom- 
ing finer  with  continued  use. 

The  estimated  average  daily  flow  of  sewage,  as  before  stated,  is 
350,000  gallons,  and  if  all  of  the  sewage  were  purified  upon  the 
filtration  area  the  average  amount  per  acre  applied  to  the  beds  dur- 
ing the  year  would  be  140,000  gallons  per  day.  The  maximum  daily 
flow  found  was  740,500  gallons,  which  is  equivalent  to  about  300,000 
gallons  per  acre,  while  the  minimum  daily  flow  found  at  any  time  that 
measurements  were  made  was  185,300  gallons,  or  about  75,000 
gallons  per  acre. 

It  is  probable  that  the  average  quantity  of  sewage  that  the  beds 
are  purifying  is  between  100,000  and  140,000  gallons  per  acre 
per  day.  The  rate  of  filtration  is  larger  than  that  obtained  at  any 
of  the  other  filtration  areas  in  the  State,  but  the  purification  effected 
is  less  complete  than  at  some  of  the  other  filtration  areas.  There 
are  several  conditions  which  are  favorable  to  a  high  rate  of  filtration 
through  these  filters,  the  principal  one  of  which  is  that  practically 
all  of  the  sand  was  handled  when  the  beds  were  constructed  and 
the  fine  material  and  all  soil  and  subsoil  carefully  removed.     The 
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beds  are,  moreover,  thoroughly  underdrained,  and  their  suifsce 
receive  constant  and  careful  attention,  all  of  the  solid  matter  acco- 
mutating  upon  them  being  removed  instead  of  being  plooghed  into 
the  sand.  The  sewage,  too,  is  somewhat  weaker,  especially  at  times 
of  high  flow,  than  the  sewage  applied  to  some  of  the  other  filter- 
beds,  and  much  of  the  sludge  is  removed  before  the  sewage  is  dis- 
charged upon  the  beds. 

The  temperature  of  the  sewage  is  affected  considerably  by  the 
tempeniture  of  the  ground  water  which  leaks  into  the  sewers  and  bj 
the  method  of  distributing  the  sewage  upon  the  beds.  On  some  of 
the  coldest  days  in  winter  it  has  been  found  that  the  temijeratore 
of  the  sewage  as  it  flows  upon  the  beds  is  but  little  above  the  freex- 
ing  point.  The  results  of  several  observations  which  have  been  made 
upon  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  as  it  enters  the  settling  tanks 
are  given  in  the  tables  on  pages  622  to  626. 

The  beds  are  cared  for  by  one  mnn,  who  is  occasionally  assisted 
by  a  second  man,  and  a  horse  is  used  for  several  days  at  times  when 
the  beds  are  harrowed  or  ploughed.  The  cost  of  maintaining  the 
purification  works  for  the  year  1898  was  about  $1,000. 

The  approximate  character  of  the  sewage  applied  to  the  beds  and 
of  the  eflluent  from  the  underdrains  is  shown  in  the  followino^  table  of 
yearlj'^  averages  of  analj^ses  of  monthly  samples.  The  underdrains  are 
laid  above  the  ordinary  ground-water  level,  so  that  the  samples  repre- 
sent effluent  from  the  sewage  diluted  with  but  little  ground  water. 


1S92 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 


Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  Sewage  from  Gardner. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


RE9IDUB  ON   ] 

TOTAL  RKSIDCE. 

Year. 

"3 

.  -3 

—  o 

• 

,  -6 

«•  1 

LOSS  ON  IGNITION. 


O  "-  o  X  ^ 


29.33    19.15    10.18,  16.90   8.64  8.26,1.6707 

:         I  I         I  I' 

33.35'  20.90,  12.45  :  19. Oil  9.22  ,  9.79  1.8767 

I  '  !  ■  !  I, 

27.00,  16.67,  10.83  1  14.60|  6.90  i  7.70  1.5713 
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III 
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.8318  .2907 
.4662  .2427 
.3178    .3714 


02V8  !.00«S  3.27  2.1S 

I        !■ 

0225    .0100  4.32  2.21 

i           I-  I 

0229  ,  .005.V  3.94  2.45 

0212  ;.0098  4.09  1.92 

;.i: 


;  2.47 

2.76 
I  3.02 
I  3.04 
;  3. 09. 0129  i.OOTO    4.51 


The  sewage  was  collected  as  it  flowed  upon  the  beds. 
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Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  Effluent  from  the  Main  Under- 

drain  of  the  Oardner  Filter-beds. 

[P>rU  par  100,000.] 


ResldM 

on 

Eraporatlon. 

AmcoMA. 

Chlwine. 

NlTBOOSir  AS 

OxTfren 

XBAK. 

Free. 

Albnmlnold. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Con- 
samed* 

1892,       . 
1893, 

1894,  , 

1895,  . 

1806,  . 

1807,  . 
1898, 

17.54 
14.70 
17.08 
18.44 
17.50 
16.49 
18.82 

.5112 
.4628 
.4170 
•    .5030 
.7485 
.5507 
.6618 

.0851 
.0428 
.0408 
.0552 
.0767 
.0506 
.0645 

2.40 
2.08 
2.12 
8.68 
2.84 
2.61 
8.88 

.6768 
.7788 
.9867 
.7550 
.4529 
.4592 
.6128 

.0787 
.0257 
.0258 
.0119 
.0186 
.0109 
.0150 

.48 
.60 
.54 

.55 
.58 

The  samples  were  collected  from  the  main  nnderdraln  at  the  point  where  it  discharges  into  Pond 
Brook. 

The  purification  efieeted,  as  indicated  by  these  analyses,  was  as 
follows :  — 

T<Mble  showing  the  Amount  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia  and  Oxygen  Con- 
sumed  in  the  Oardner  Sewage  and  in  the  Effluent  from  the  FiUer-heda^ 
together  with  the  Percentage  removed  from  the  Sewage  by  Filtration. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Fmmm  Ammovia. 

Total  Albumiiioio 

AMMONIA. 

OZTOBK  CoySDMBD. 

Year. 

Sewage. 

Bfflaeni. 

Per 

Cent.re- 

mored. 

Sewage. 

Efflaent. 

Per 

Cent  re- 

moTed. 

Sewage. 

Efflaent 

Per 

Cent,  ro- 

muved. 

1802,  . 

1803,  .       , 

1894,  .        . 

1895,  .       , 

1896,  .       , 

1897,  .        < 
1808,  .       . 

1.6707 
1.8767 
1.5718 
1.6517 
2.6730 
1.6863 
2.8683 

.5112 
.4628 
.4170 
.5030 
.7435 
.5597 
.6613 

60.4 
75.8 
78.5 
69.5 
72.2 
66.8 
72.1 

.4150 
.4760 
.8695 
.5507 
.6225 
.7089 
.6892 

.0851 
.0423 
.0408 
.0552 
.0767 
.0505 
.0645 

01.5 
01.1 
80.1 
00.1 
87.7 
02.0 
90.6 

8.27 
4.82 
8.94 
4.09 
4.51 

.48 
.60 
.54 
.55 
.58 

86.8 
86.0 
86.8 
86.5 
88.8 

The  effluent  from  the  filter-beds  and  all  of  the  sewage  which  is  not 
purified  is  discharged  into  a  small  tributary  of  Otter  River.  The 
stream  has  a  water-shed,  at  the  point  where  the  effluent  enters  it,  of 
two  square  miles.  Above  the  filtration  area  it  flows  through  a  part 
of  the  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town  of  Gardner.     Below  the 
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filtration  area  it  flows  through  a  generally  uninhabited  country  ui 
discharges  eventually  into  Miller's  River.  Samples  of  the  water  of 
the  lirook,  collected  both  above  and  below  the  point  where  the  effls- 
ent  is  discharged  into  the  stream,  have  been  analyzed  during  the 
summer  months.  The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  tJwn 
analyses :  —  • 

Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  WaUrfrom  Pond  Brook  aboet  ad 

below  the  Qardtter  F%iUr-bed». 
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Leicester. 

Estimiited  population  in  18H8,  3,310. 

The  town  is  located  within  the  water-sheds  of  tJie  French  and 
Bliickstone  rivers,  the  principal  part  of  the  thickly  settled  section 
of  the  town  draining  naturally  toward  the  head  waters  of  French 
Kiver. 

A  water  supply  was  introduced  into  the  Leicester  water  snpply 
district,  which  comprises  the  thickly  built  up  portion  of  the  Iowd, 
in  1891,  but  no  records  are  available  of  the  amount  of  water  used. 

The  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in  1894.     The  sewase  ia 
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collected  in  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  and  conveyed  by  gravity  to  a 
filtration  area  located  about  half  a  mile  south-west  of  the  centre  of 
the  village,  where  it  passes  through  a  settling  tank  and  is  discharged 
either  on  filter-beds  or  into  trenches  on  the  slope  of  a  hill.  The 
system  is  designed  to  take  house  sewage  only,  and  all  surface  and 
ground  water  is  excluded  from  the  sewers  as  far  as  practicable,  and 
underdrains  have  been  laid  beneath  many  of  the  sewers. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1898  there  were  2.14  miles  of  sewers  in 
use  and  1.64  miles  of  underdrains  had  been  constructed.  The  total 
number  of  connections  at  the  end  of  the  year  1898  was  73,  which 
may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows  :  — 

Dwelling-houses, 66 

TeDemeDt-houses, .7 

Factories, 6 

Public  buildings, 4 

Stables, 1 

Total  connections, 73 

No  records  are  kept  of  the  amount  of  sewage  flowing  in  the  sewers. 
On  Aug.  16  and  17,  1898,  the  flow  was  measured  for  twenty-four 
hours  by  the  engineers  of  the  Board,  and  it  was  found  that  the  flow 
for  that  period  was  13,600  gallons.  The  maximum  flow  for  any  one 
hour  was  at  the  rate  of  29,400  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours,  at  11 
A.M. ,  and  the  minimum  flow  was  at  the  rate  of  3,900  gallons,  at  3  a.m. 

The  flow  does  not  appear  to  vary  much  with  different  seasons  of 
the  year,  as  the  system  is  so  thoroughly  underdrained  that  it  re- 
ceives very  little  ground  water.  The  flow  of  13,600  gallons  per 
day,  which  was  found  in  August,  1898,  is  equivalent  to  4  gallons 
per  capita,  186  gallons  per  connection,  and  6,350  gallons  per  mile 
of  sewers. 

The  filtration  area  is  situated  about  1,400  feet  south  of  the  main 
street,  the  area  owned  by  the  town  comprising  8.7  acres.  The 
sewage  is  received  at  the  filtration  area  in  masonry  settling  tanks 
built  in  duplicate,  having  a  combined  capacity  of  12,000  gallons. 
The  sewage  is  usually  allowed  to  flow  into  both  tanks  at  the  same 
time,  and  with  the  average  flow  the  sewage  would  remain  in  the  tank 
nearly  twenty-four  hours.  The  solid  matter  which  accumulates  in 
the  bottom  of  these  tanks  is  removed  about  once  a  month  and  dis- 
charged on  a  small  sludge  bed,  where  it  is  allowed  to  dry  until  it 
can  be  removed  and  composted. 
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From  the  settling  tanks  the  sewage  flows  either  to  the  prepared 
filter-beds  or  to  the  trenches.  There  are  seven  filter-beds  having  a 
combined  area  of  0.35  of  an  acre,  or  an  average  area  of  0.05  of  an 
acre. 

The  material  composing  the  knoll,  or  ridge,  on  which  the  filter- 
beds  are  built  was  examined  before  the  works  were  constructed,  and 
appeared  to  be  a  fine  compact  soil  containing  many  stones,  some  of 
which  were  partially  disintegrated.  The  material  was  closely  packed 
together  and  it  appeared  probable  that  little  or  no  sewage  would  pass 
through  it  in  its  natural  state.  At  one  place  there  was  a  deposit  of 
coarse  gravel  extending  across  the  present  location  of  the  filter-beds 
which  contained  excellent  material  for  sewage  filtration,  but  the  de- 
posit was  only  about  20  feet  long  and  2  feet  wide,  and  did  not  extend 
to  a  depth  of  more  than  about  1  ^  feet,  so  that  the  quantity  of  this 
material  available  was  very  small. 

No  favorable  soil  for  the  purification  of  sewage  could  be  found  in 
other  parts  of  the  valley  upon  which  the  sewage  could  be  delivered 
by  gravity,  and  the  land  selected  was  the  best  that  it  was  practicable 
to  secure  for  the  purpose.  Samples  of  the  material  taken  from  test 
pits  had  an  effective  size  ranging  from  0.063  to  O.llO  millimeter, 
with  the  exception  of  the  gravel  stratum  referred  to,  which  had  an 
effective  size  of  about  0.27  millimeter.  The  uniformity  coefficient 
is  large  on  account  of  the  number  of  large  stones  in  the  material. 
In  constructing  a  portion  of  the  filter-beds  the  material  was  thor- 
oughly loosened,  while  in  others  it  was  not  disturbed  except  by  the 
laying  of  the  underdrains.  The  underdrains  were  laid  about  8  feet 
apart  and  5^  feet  below  the  surface  in  most  of  the  beds.  In  some  of 
the  beds  the  material  was  not  all  loosened,  but  in  two  of  the  beds 
which  were  first  constructed  the  underdrains  were  laid  at  a  some- 
what less  depth  beneath  the  surface. 

A  part  of  the  sewage  is  applied  to  two  trenches,  one  of  which  is 
situated  on  the  slope  of  the  hill  west  of  the  filtration  area  and  has  a 
length  of  600  to  800  feet.  This  trench  is  1^  feet  wide  and  about  1 
foot  deep.  The  soil  in  which  the  trench  is  dug  is  about  the  same  as 
the  soil  of  the  filtration  area.  Another  trench,  having  a  total  length 
of  about  300  feet,  has  recently  been  constructed  around  the  summit 
of  a  knoll  at  the  southerly  side  of  the  filtration  area.  This  trench  is 
constructed  in  a  manner  similar  to  the  one  west  of  the  filtration  area, 
but  the  soil  is  said  to  be  somewhat  coarser.  Sewage  has  been 
applied  continuously  to  the  trench  west  of  the  filter-beds  for  a  period 
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of  several  months  aod  disposed  of  without  difficulty.  On  one  of  the 
coldest  days  during  the  winter  of  1898-99  it  was  found  that  all  of 
the  sewage  was  being  discharged  into  this  trench  and  the  sewage  bad 
entirely  disappeared  before  reaching  the  lower  end  of  the  trench. 
The  surface  of  the  sewage  in  the  trench  was  covered  with  ice  and 
snow,  but  the  bottom  of  the  trench  was  free  from  frost.  At  Ibis 
time  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  as  it  was  discharged  into  the 
trench  was  36,5°  F.,  while  the  temperature  of  the  water  of  the  pub- 
lic water  supply  was  35°  F. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  sewage  and  the  effluent  from  the  filter- 
beds  have  been  made  frequently  during  the  past  two  years,  the 
average  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  tables :  — 

Yearly  Averages  of  C/temical  Examinations  of  Sewage  fnm  Leice^er. 

[Put*  p«r  1(«,000.] 
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Tearly  Averages  of  Cbxmicai  Examinations  of  Effluent  from  the  Main  Underdraia 
of  the  Leicester  FiUer-beds. 
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The  purification  effected  by  the  filter-beds,  as  indicated  by  the  per- 
centage of  removal  of  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen 
consumed,  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  As  the  underdrains 
receive  very  little  ground  water,  the  samples  collected  from  them 
represent  the  sewage  effluent,  diluted  with  but  little  ground  water. 
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Table  showing  the  Amount  of  Free  and  Albuminoid  Ammonia  and  Oxygen  Cb»> 
sumed  in  the  Leicester  Sewage  and  in  the  Effluent  from  the  ^Uer-beds^  togdkr 
with  the  Percentage  removed  from  the  Sewage  by  FiUration. 

[Paru  per  100,000.] 


Frkb  AMMOVIA. 

• 

Total  albcmikoio 
Ammokia. 

OXTOU  CoascMKD. 

Tbar. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 

Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

Efflaent. 

Per 

Cent  re- 

mored. 

Sewagre. 

Efflaent.  Cntn* 

1807,  .        .        . 
1898,   . 

2.8115 
8.6«42 

1.M75 
1.U53 

41.4 

87.9 

.8418 
.8888 

.2861 
.0841 

T2.1 
90.4 

83.14 
24.30 

1 
8.S8         O.S 

3.80    ]     UA 

Marlborough. 

Estimated  populsition  id  1898,  15,680. 

The  city  of  Marlborough  is  situated  within  the  water-sheds  of  the 
Sudbury  and  Assabet  rivers,  the  principal  part  of  the  thickly  settled 
portion  of  the  town  being  within  the  water-shed  of  the  former  stream 
above  the  point  where  water  is  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  Metro- 
politan District. 

The  principal  industry  is  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  and  there  are 
several  large  factories  of  this  kind  in  the  city.  A  water  supply  wii 
introduced  in  1883  and  water  from  the  public  works  is  now  ve^ 
generallj'  used.  The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  during  the 
year  181)8  was  537,000  gallons,  or  Si  gallons  per  capita. 

The  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in  1891  and  was  designed 
to  take  house  sewage  only.  The  sewage  is  collected  in  a  system  of 
pipe  sewers  and  conveyed  by  gravity  through  a  main  pipe  sewer 
about  3i  miles  in  length  to  settling  tanks  and  filter-beds  localed 
within  the  water-shed  of  the  Assabet  River,  which  is  not  used  as  8 
direct  source  of  public  water  supply.  When  the  sewers  were  con- 
structed considerable  ground  water  was  encountered,  and  there  is i 
largo  amount  of  leakage  into  the  sewers.  No  underdrains  were  UM 
beneath  the  sewers  of  this  system. 

At  the  end  of  1898  there  were  22.14  miles  of  sewers  in  use  and 
1,394  connections  had  been  made  with  the  sewers. 

There  arc  no  large  quantities  of  manufacturing  wastes  and  the 
sewage  consists  almost  entirely  of  house  sewage  diluted  with  ground 
or  surface  water.  No  records  of  the  flow  of  sewage  are  kept  by  the 
city,  but  several  measurements  have  been  made  by  the  Board  to 
determine  the  flow,  and  in  November,  1898,  weirs  were  constructed 
in  the  settling  tanks  by  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  automatic 
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recording  gauges  set  up  to  record  the  height  of  water  on  the  weirs. 
These  measurements  have  been  continued  up  to  the  present  time, 
and  a  summary  of  the  results  which  have  been  obtained  is  given  in 


the  following  table :  — 


Flow  of  Sewage  at  Marlborough  from  Records  obtained  by  the  Metropolitan  Water 

Boards 


Areraffe 
Dally  Flow 
(Oallons). 

Mazimuic  Dailt  Flow. 

MixiMCM  Dailt  Flow. 

Montr. 

Day  of 
Month. 

Quantity 
(UaUona). 

Day  of 
Month. 

Qujintlty 
(Galkins). 

Aug., 

1W8,* 

1,262,000 

26 

1,688,000 

10 

606,900 

Nov., 

1898,t 

1,645,000 

20 

2,880,000 

17 

1,270,000 

Dee., 

]898,t 

1,480,000 

6 

2,602,000 

21 

066,000 

Jan., 

1890,. 

1,441,000 

7 

2,147,000 

81 

1,081,000 

Feb., 

1800,  . 

980,000 

27 

1,871,000 

17 

660,000 

March 

» 1890, . 

1,806,000 

20 

2,618,000 

4 

086,000 

April, 

loOO,  . 

1,617,000 

0 

2,6U,000 

80 

020,000 

May, 

1800,1         , 

6n,ooo 

6 

808,000 

80 

428,000 

Jane, 

1800,. 

400,000 

16 

688.000 

18 

880,000 

Joly, 

1890,. 

806,000 

18 

661,000 

80 

248,000 

Aug., 

18W.II        . 

887,000 

28 

808,000 

27 

881,000 

Sept., 

isoo.ir 

881,000 

6 

648,000 

16 

284,000 

*  Eight  days  only. 
f  Four  days  omitted. 


t  November  16-80  Inclusive. 
11  Five  days  omitted. 


X  Six  days  omitted. 
H  Twelve  days  omlUed. 


From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  quantity  of  sewage 
varies  between  very  wide  limits,  the  maximum  recorded  for  any  one 
day  being  2,613,000  gallons  on  Wednesday,  March  29, 1899,  and  the 
minimum,  243,000  gallons  on  Sunday,  Aug.  27,  1899,  about  one- 
eleventh  the  maximum  flow.  The  average  amount  of  sewage  flowing 
for  the  period  from  Nov.  16,  1898,  to  Sept.  28,  1899,  as  indicated 
by  these  records,  was  1,009,000  gallons  per  day.  The  maximum 
rate  of  flow  during  the  period  covered  by  the  measurements  occurred 
from  4  to  5  p.m.  March  12,  1899,  when  the  flow  was  at  the  rate  of 
3,116,000  gallons  per  day.  The  minimum  rate  occurred  between  4 
A.M.  and  8  a.m.  Aug.  31,  1899,  when  the  flow  was  at  the  rate  of 
122,000  gallons  per  day.  A  storm  quickly  increases  the  flow  of 
sewage,  which  indicates  that  a  large  amount  of  surface  water  enters 
the  sewers.  The  following  table  gives  the  average,  maximum  and 
minimum  quantity  of  sewage  per  day  for  each  inhabitant,  each  con- 
nection and  each  mile  of  sewers  :  — 
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Average 
(Gallons  per 


ICazlmum 
(Uallont  per 


MInlmom 
(Oallont  p« 

i>«y). 


ToUlflow, 

Flow  per  JnhabiUtnt,  • 
Flow  per  connection,  . 
Flow  per  mile  of  eewera, 


1,000,000 
84 

724 
45,000 


8,618,000 

167 

1,874 

118,022 


248,000 

16 

174 

11,000 


The  filtration  area  is  situated  about  3  miles  east  of  the  city,  within 
the  water-shed  of  the  Assabet  River  and  outside  the  water-shed  of 
the  sources  of  water  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  District.  The  area 
owned  by  the  town  comprises  49.4  acres. 

The  sewage  is  discharged  at  the  filtration  area  into  settling  tanks 
built  in  duplicate,  the  combined  capacity  being  16,000  gallons. 
With  the  average  flow  the  sewage  may  remain  in  the  tanks,  when 
both  are  in  use,  for  twenty  minutes,  but  at  times  of  maximum  flow 
the  sewage  passes  through  the  tanks  in  about  nine  minutes.  At 
times  of  minimum  flow  it  may  remain  in  the  tank  about  eighty 
minutes.  The  material  which  accumulates  in  the  settling  tanks  is 
ordinarily  removed  about  once  in  two  weeks,  being  discharged  upon 
special  sludge  beds  prepared  for  the  purpose,  where  it  is  allowed  to 
dry  and  is  then  raked  up  and  shovelled  into  carts  and  carried  away. 
This  njaterial  is  used  by  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  as  a  fertilizer. 
The  sludge,  when  it  is  discharged  upon  the  beds,  is  very  foul-smell- 
ing, and  its  odor  is  noticeable  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
beds.  The  sewage  in  the  tank  passes  upward  through  horizontal 
screens  having  a  one-inch  mesh  before  it  is  discharged  into  the 
carriers  leading  to  the  filter-beds. 

On  the  filtration  area  26  beds  have  been  prepared  to  receive 
sewage  and  sludge.  Six  beds,  having  a  combined  area  of  0.72 
acres,  receive  the  sludge  only,  while  the  remaining  20  beds,  having 
a  combined  area  of  11.02  acres,  receive  only  sewage.  The  average 
area  of  the  sewage  beds  is  0.55  of  an  acre. 

The  beds  were  prepared  by  the  removal  of  nearly  all  of  the  loam, 
but  all  of  the  subsoil,  and  in  some  cases  a  small  amount  of  the  loam, 
were  left  in  place.  The  material  found  in  the  beds  was  disturbed 
only  as  much  as  was  necessary  to  level  the  beds  and  construct  under- 
drains.  The  beds  were  originally  underdruined  by  lines  of  pipes 
about  50  feet  apart,  at  a  depth  of  from  5  to  8  feet  beneath  the  sur- 
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face.  These  underdrains  receive  a  large  amount  of  ground  water, 
and  it  was  found  that  their  capacity  was  insufficient  to  remove  both 
ground  water  and  effluent,  and  recently  an  additional  system  of 
larger  underdrains  has  been  put  in.  The  material  of  which  the 
beds  are  composed  is  quite  uniform.  The  averages  of  the  results 
of  examinations  of  sand  collected  from  various  beds  at  different 
depths  are  given  in  the  following  table :  — 


EFrKCTIVB  SlZB 
(MlLUMBTKES). 

Ukiyoucitt  Coifvicuuit. 

Albcmikoid  Amicowu. 
(Pabts  pkb  100,000). 

Dkpth 

Bkhaih  kcbfacb 

(Fkkt). 

• 

1 

• 

a 

0 

s 
S 

c 

• 

• 

a 

1 

1 

99 

1 

a 
99 

1 
1 

Surface,       • 

0.26,     .... 

0.60 

1.00,     ...       % 
2.60,     .... 
4.00,     .... 

.14 
.16 
.16 
.14 
.14 
.14 

.10 
.19 
.19 
.18 
.17 
.16 

.12 
.12 
.12 
.09 
.11 
.18 

2.9 
2.9 
8.1 
2.6 
2.6 
2.6 

6.8 
6.8 
10.2 
8.0 
8.0 
2.6 

2.8 
2.2 
2.8 
2.0 
1.0 
2.8 

66.6 
89.0 
21.0 
10.8 
8.9 
7.2 

106.7 
88.6 
61.1 
29.2 
27.8 
12.6 

20.2 
14.6 
6.9 
6.2 
8.8 
2.1 

The  sewage  is  discharged  on  the  beds  near  the  comers.  The 
method  of  applying  sewage  has  been  to  turn  all  of  the  sewage  on 
one,  two  or  three  beds,  according  to  the  quantity  flowing,  and  in 
dry  weather  the  sewage  is  not  turned  off  of  these  beds  until  twenty- 
four  hours  later,  so  that  the  entire  flow  of  sewage  for  twenty-four 
hours  is  discharged  upon  from  one  to  three  of  the  beds.  In  wet 
weather,  when  the  flow  of  sewage  is  very  large,  the  day  flow  of 
sewage  is  discharged  upon  the  beds,  but  at  night  it  appears  that  the 
gates  are  shut  and  all  of  the  sewage  flowing  is  discharged  directly 
into  the  brook  without  purification.  When  the  sewage  is  turned 
off  from  the  beds  the  depth  of  sewage  on  the  filters  is  from  12  inches 
to  18  inches.  During  the  summer,  when  the  beds  are  in  good  con- 
dition, the  sewage  disappears  from  the  surface  in  from  twelve  to 
thirty-six  hours,  the  length  of  time  varying  in  different  beds.  In 
the  winter  the  sewage  frequently  stands  upon  the  beds  for  a  week 
before  it  disappears. 

Sewage  is  applied  to  the  beds  in  rotation  as  far  as  possible,  and 
once  in  about  five  weeks  the  surface  of  each  of  the  beds  is  raked 
and  harrowed,  and  allowed  to  rest  for  a  time.     All  of  the  weeds  and 
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solid  matter  which  accumulate  on  the  surfaces  of  the  beds  are  raked 
up  and  removed  from  the  beds  before  the  surfaces  are  harrowed.  In 
the  fall  the  beds  are  ploughed  and  the  surfaces  are  left  in  ridges  and 
furrows,  so  that  ice  forming  upon  the  beds  rests  upon  the  ridges  tod 
protects  the  sand  from  freezing.  The  surfaces  of  the  beds  receive  no 
attention  whatever  during  the  winter.  In  the  spring  the  surfaces  are 
raked  and  then  the  beds  are  ploughed,  harrowed  and  graded  and  left 
level  during  the  summer.  No  attempt  has  been  made  at  Marlborough 
to  raise  any  crops  upon  the  beds. 

By  the  method  of  operating  the  beds  which  has  been  adopted  the 
filters  are  much  overworked  at  all  times  and  especially  so  at  times 
of  wet  weather  and  during  the  winter  months,  so  that  the  sewage 
passes  through  the  filters  with  difficulty  and  the  purification  is  not 
as  complete  as  it  would  be  if  the  beds  had  an  opportunity  to  rest  at 
more  frequent  intervals.  When  the  sewage  remains  on  the  surface 
of  the  beds  for  a  long  period  there  is  no  opportunity  for  the  air  to 
get  into  the  sand  of  the  filter  and  complete  nitrification  is  impossible. 

A  record  is  kept  of  the  beds  which  receive  sewage  each  day  and 
the  time  when  the  sewage  is  applied  and  turned  off.  The  depth  of 
sewage  on  the  beds  is  also  recorded,  and  from  these  observations  aa 
estimate  has  been  made  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  which  each  bed 
has  received  during  the  year  1^98.  This  estimate  is  necessarily 
very  rough  but  serves  to  give  an  approximate  idea  of  the  quantity 
of  sewage  purified  by  the  filters  at  Marlborough. 

Approximate  Quantity  of  Sewage  Purified  by  the  Marlborough  FiUer-beds  during 

the  Year  1898. 


Number  of  Bed. 


Ares  of  Bed 
(Acres). 


Arerage  Daily 
Qaanilty  df 

Sewage  Applied 
(Gallon*). 


Av«>ng«I>aU7 

l^aantftT  of 

S«^  Azt  AppJf* 

pt-r  Acre 

(iia.lont). 


T. 

8. 

10, 
!!.• 
12.* 
18. 


.21 
.32 
.72 
.34 
.41 
.50 
.80 


20,0(X> 
34,000 
89,000 
36,000 
6,000 
7,000 
84,000 


95,000 
107.000 
124,000 
106,000 
12.000 
13,000 
105.000 


*  Id  use  for  two  mootba  only. 


No.  34.] 


PURIFICATION   OF  SEWAGE. 


641 


Approximate  QuarUity  of  Sewage  Purified  by  the  Marlborough  Filter-beds  during 

the  Fear  J^P5— Concluded. 


NuMBKB  or  Bed. 


Area  of  Bed 
(Aeree). 


Arerage  Dallj 

Quantity  of 

Sewage  Applied 

(Gallons). 


ATenge  Dally 
Qoantltjr  of 

Sewage  Applied 

per  Acre 

(Gallons). 


14,  .  . 

16,  .  . 

17,  .  . 
19.  .  . 
«.  .  . 
n,  .  . 

22,  .  . 

23,  . 

24,  .  . 
26,  .  . 
26,  .  . 

ATeraye, 


.72 
.64 
.68 
.71 
.80 
.88 
.66 
.76 
.80 
.72 
.61 


.61 


66,000 
42,000 
48,000 

01,000 
76,000 
62,000 
86,000 
102,000 
40,000 
64,000 
46,000 


66,000 


91,000 

78,000 

80,000 

128,000 

06,000 

70,000 

180,000 

186,000 

67,000 

76,000 

76,000 


88,000 


The  filter-beds  appear  to  be  capable  of  caring  for  all  the  sewage 
except  at  times  when  the  flow  is  increased  by  an  excessive  quantity 
of  storm  water,  and  even  in  the  very  coldest  weather  the  present 
beds  are  capable  of  receiving  and  passing  all  of  the  sewage  of  the 
city.  An  examination  of  the  beds  in  February,  1899,  at  the  end  of 
a  period  of  several  weeks  of  very  cold  weather,  when  little  or  no 
rain  or  melting  snow  was  flowing  into  the  sewers,  showed  that  the 
filter-beds  were  filtering  all  of  the  sewage  coming  from  the  town. 
The  temperature  records  for  towns  in  the  neighborhood  for  several 
days  at  the  end  of  the  period  referred  to  above  show  that  the  maxi- 
mum temperature  recorded  in  the  daytime  for  many  successive  days 
was  not  above  freezing,  while  the  minimum  was  — 8°  F. 

Several  series  of  analyses  have  been  made  of  samples  of  sewage 
collected  from  the  end  of  the  main  sewer  at  times  when  measure- 
ments of  the  flow  were  being  made.  The  results  of  these  examina- 
tions are  given  in  the  following  tables  :  — 
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BOO.TW 


Auk.  Id 
Aug.  10 


.T»  31.  U 

uj  SI. 00 


I"" 


%= 


TUB  »mplM  wen  eollHlad  ft 


[Pmtia  par  lOO.OOO.] 


■•w*r  wbar*  It  dlKhugw  (did  On 

ChemietU  Sxaminaiiott  of 


— 

n 

DiU, 

■Oof 



n 

Si 



A1.1MID 

ot 

UK*  at  loimra. 

g 

M 

ffi'™. 

Tol»l. 

Klrad. 

IXIUM. 

TolaL 

Jtli. 

^su. 

ISM 

__ 

M47T 

AuS.a.-30    1 

OTB.MO 

*_ 

81.10 

It.U 

B.U 

r*  eolUoMd  trom  lh«  miliiHwarwkanlldlaaluiVMlutaU* 
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Sewage  from  Marlborough. 


[PwU  par  100,000.] 


Ammovia. 

Chlorine. 

NITBOOBV  AS 

OXTOBV  COVSDXBO. 

ALBDMIVOID. 

Nltratea. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltered. 

Filtered. 

FrM. 

ToUl. 

Dto- 

•oWed. 

Sus- 
pended. 

S.8600 

.6600 

.2400 

.8200 

0.16 

.0090 

.0000 

6.81 

2.48 

1 

S.MOO 

.7000 

.S600 

.4600^ 

6.20 

.0090 

.0000 

0.06 

9.60 

2 

l.MOO 

.4300 

.1800 

.9400 

4.40 

.0010 

.0000 

8.00 

9.01 

i.aooo 

.8000 

.1400 

.9900 

7.10 

.0190 

.0690 

9.89 

1.74 

1.7S00 

.8100 

.1600 

.1600 

4.01 

.0090 

.0000 

2.40 

1.44 

l.SftOO 

.9000 

.1100 

.0000 

8.76 

.0000 

.0240 

1.00 

0.80 

0.6480 

.1000 

.0680 

.0480 

8.21 

.1860 

.0280 

0.00 

0.68 

0.1800 

.0400 

.0800 

.0200 

2.00 

.8170 

.0980 

0.88 

0.98 

O.1800 

.0880 

.0800 

.0080 

8.18 

.9700 

.0180 

0.88 

0.89 

S.90OO 

.8600 

.1000 

.1000 

4.10 

.0010 

.0000 

1.70 

1.00 

ft.9000 

.7100 

.8300 

.8000 

14.86 

.0080 

.0000 

4.77 

9.89 

S.4700 

.8100 

.8000 

.4600 

6.80 

.0080 

.0000 

8.08 

8.10 

18 

S.IUO 

.4100 

.1800 

.2360 

6.02 

.0010 

.0110 

8.00 

1.01 

18 

S.«000 

1.8600 

.8300 

1.0800 

7.86 

.0000 

.0000 

0.0O 

9.68 

14 

s.iooo 

1.6600 

.8100 

1.2400 

0.16 

.0000 

.0000 

10.24^ 

8.48 

16 

s.aooo 

0.6600 

.2200 

0.8800 

8.96 

.0000 

.0000 

6.80 

9.60 

10 

S.M00 

0.6800^ 

.2100 

0.8200 

0.20 

.0000 

.0008 

8.oa 

1.70 

17 

l.OMO 

0.4400' 

.1600 

0.2000 

4.96 

.0000 

.0000 

s.oo*- 

1.18 

18 

1.9800 

0.1700- 

.0660 

0.0860 

8.86 

.0110 

.0000 

1.62-- 

0.04 

10 

0.4780 

0.0760 

.0460 

0.0800 

8.60 

.1940 

.0800 

0.64*' 

0.88 

80 

0.1800 

0.0600 

.0860 

0.0160 

8.99 

.1600 

.0860 

0.61  " 

0.80 

81 

O.MOO 

0.1300' 

.0600 

0.0700 

8.87 

.1600 

.0480 

0.80' 

0.48 

88 

0.0000 

1.4400 

.4400 

1.0000 

0.70 

.0000 

.0000 

0.80 

9.89 

88 

~  S.6800 

1.1600 

.8400 

0.8100 

0.06 

.0000 

.0000 

0.88 '^ 

9.86 

94 

4.4600 

0.8400 

.8700 

0.4700 

0.60 

.0000 

.0000 

0.40^ 

8.08 

86 

S.i00O 

0.7680 

.2890 

0.6200 

0.04 

.0000 

.0000 

4.64 

1.08 

98 

•i8tllaff  tank.    Each  Mmplt  wm  made  up  of  9  equal  portions  oolleeted  hourly. 


BeHHMgefrom  Marlborough. 


[Parts  p«r  100,000.] 


AMMOVIA. 

Chlorine. 

NlTBOOBV  AB 

OZTOBV  COMfUMBD. 

1 

ALBUMUOID 

• 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltared. 

Filtered. 

Viae. 

Dls> 

Sill- 

TotaL 

solTed. 

pspded. 

O.0880 

.4190 

.1940 

.9880 

4.20 

.0090 

.0000 

1.76 

0.06 

O.6600 

.9000 

.1040 

.1660 

4.40 

.0870 

.9400 

1.66 

1.04 

O.OOOO 

.8000 

.0680 

.2820 

6.26 

.0090 

.0000 

1.41 

0.67 

O.8600 

.8900 

.0840 

.2860 

4.46 

.0090 

.0180 

2.02 

1.10 

O.OOOO 

.9700 

.0090 

.1780 

4.81 

.0090 

.0009 

9.09 

1.09 

1.0600 

.9600 

.0880 

.1020 

4.20 

.1440 

.0660 

1.81 

0.70 

1.8600 

.4800 

.1760 

.2640 

6.08 

.0090 

.0006 

8.68 

9.06 

atttllnfl  tank.    Eaeh  aample  was  made  up  of  94  equal  portions  oollectad  hourly. 
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It  will  be  Been  Trom  an  examination  of  the  foregoiag  table  Ihit 
here,  as  in  other  cases,  the  etrengtb  of  the  sewage  during  one  isj 
is  greatest  at  the  boura  of  highest  flow  and  least  at  tbe  faoan  of 
lowest  flow.  On  tbe  other  hand,  comparing  tbe  different  seuom 
of  the  year,  the  sewage  is  strongest  in  times  of  dry  weather,  when 
the  flow  is  small,  and  is  wenkest  in  wet  weather,  when  the  flowii 
large. 

Begular  monthly  examinations  of  samples  of  sewage  and  of  samplca 
from  each  of  the  two  main  underdraina  have  been  made  for  sevenl 
years.  The  average  yearly  results  of  these  examinatioDS  are  gino 
in  the  tables  which  follow.  The  analyses  of  the  effluent  represent 
the  average  of  the  analyses  of  the  effluent  from  the  two  uoderdraiiu. 


Yearly  Averages  of  Chemieid  Ezaminaliotu  of  Sewage  from  Marlborougk. 

[Pmni  pat  100,000.] 


^ 

RuiniTi  on  Bv*ro»iTio». 

AllNOni. 

(l.W 

«.™„ 

OXToa 

............ 

LOU  OH  ,a* 

niw- 

f 

lumiiotD. 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

^\ 

^1 

i 

^1 

^! 

1 

4 

A 

1 

urn 

« 11) 

11 11 

..1«0|.67H. 

MM 

.Slfll 

lUD 

■*"■■■" 

UM^    a.i,|,  \3.ii^   fl.ji.^   B.tta 

'■™^r*"' 

*.fl-j..l6. 

^ 

I.M 

:* 

Yearly  Averages  of  Chemiral  Examinalionn  of  the  Effluent  from  the  Unilerriraif 
oj  the  MuTlboTongh  Filter-beds. 
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The  degree  of  purification  effected  at  Marlborough,  as  indicated 
by  the  free  ammonia,  albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed 
in  the  sewage  and  in  the  effluent,  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 
There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  ground  water  at  all  times  in  the 
underdrains,  so  that  the  effluent  is  somewhat  diluted,  and  the  ap- 
parent purification  is  greater  than  the  actual  purification. 


[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Ftu  Ammonia. 

Total  Albitmivoid 
Ammonia. 

OXTOBM  COVSITMBO. 

Ybak. 

Sewage. 

Per 

Effluent  :  Cent.  re> 
moved. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 

Cent,  re- 

moTed. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 

Cent.  re> 

moTed. 

1802,   . 
180S,  . 

1804,  . 

1805,  . 

1806,  .        . 

1807,  . 

1808,  . 

2.1020 
2.0140 
3.2507 
1.0367 
2.1080 
2.8040 
1.0000 

.1086 
.6031 
.4088 
.6427 
.6236 
.7613 
.6203 

00.0 
70.6 
84.7 
66.8 
70.4 
68.2 
68.8 

.6760 
.6136 

,     .7686 
.4048 
.4281 
.6746 

1     .4508 

.0141 
.0363 
.0376 
.0200 
.0416 
.0443 
.0328 

07.6 
04.2 
05.1 
02.6 
00.3 
03.4 
02.0 

6.01 
4.76 
4.08 
4.68 

2.60 

.80 
.84 
.40 
.41 
.84 

02.0 
02.8 
00.1 
01.2 
86.9 

Very  few  observations  have  been  made  of  the  temperature  of  the 
sewage,  except  those  made  at  the  time  that  the  special  measurements 
were  made,  the  results  of  which  are  given  on  page  642.  During  a 
very  cold  period  in  February,  1899,  the  temperature  at  various  places 
was  observed.  It  was  found  that  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  in 
the  reservoir  was  41°  F.,  while  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  as  it 
was  discharged  upon  the  beds  varied  from  33°  to  38°.  The  ice 
upon  the  beds  was  12  inches  thick  in  places.  The  temperature  of 
the  water  supply  at  this  time,  as  drawn  from  faucets  in  the  city, 
varied  from  34°  to  37°  F. 

Some  trouble  has  been  experienced  from  the  growth  in  the  under- 
drains of  an  organism  which  appears  to  be  one  of  the  fungi,  which  in 
places  appears  in  such  masses  as  to  nearly  clog  the  pipes. 

At  times  of  wet  weather,  and  especially  during  the  spring,  when 
the  surfaces  of  the  beds  have  not  received  attention  for  a  consider- 
able time,  a  large  proportion  of  the  sewage  received  at  the  filter- 
beds  is  allowed  to  flow  off  without  purification.  No  reliable  estimate 
has  been  made  as  to  the  amount  of  sewage  discharged  in  this  way. 

The  effluent  and  unpurified  sewage  flow  into  a  small  brook,  one 
of  the  tributaries  of  the  Assabet  River.     This  brook,  at  the  point 


646 


STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doc. 


where  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  it,  has  a  water-shed  of  0.8  d 
a  square  mile.  There  is  no  population  in  the  imoiediate  vicinity  of 
the  brook,  or  of  the  filter-beds,  and  the  population  within  half  i 
mile  of  the  filter-beds  is  only  about  22. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  collected  from  the  brook  below  the 
point  where  it  receives  the  effluent  from  the  filter-beds  have  beeo 
made  for  several  years,  and  the  yearly  averages  of  the  analyses  are 
given  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  Water  Jram  the  Brook  into  wkiA 
the  Effluent  from  the  Marlborough  Sewage  Filter-beds  is  Discharged, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


TSAB. 


RX8IDUB  OM 
EVAPORATIOK. 


Ammoku. 


o 


1803, 
1804, 
1895, 
1806, 
1807, 
1808, 


.22 
.31 
.10 
.17 
.60 
.25 


o 


c 
o 


ALBUMINOID. 


o 


> 


36.88 
27.65 
25.87 
17.62 
22.17 


1 
'  7.08  ! 

,  .2040 

.0201 

.0186 

0.01 

.1815 

.0200 

.0181 

0.40 

.2880 

.0232 

.0162 

6.26 

.4667 

.0398 

.0273 

5.30 

.5021 

.0350 

.0271 

6.43 

.3547 

.0262 

.0222 

.0106 
.0070 
.0070 
.0120 
.0088 
.0040 


o 


4.47 

4.30 
6.17 
6.66 
8.45 

4.67 


KiTBOGBjr  AB 

* 

• 

s 

2; 

• 

1 

1.0068 

.0282 

i.07ia 

.0353 

0.7876 

.0710 

0.633S 

.0197 

0.8371 

.0154 

0.8127 

.0200 

& 

8 


§ 

a 
e 

a 


9 

e 


.45 

i.% 

.44 

6.1 

.80 

U 

.» 

«.• 

.48 

4.1 

.48 

1 

The  eamplea  were  collected  from  the  brook  Kt  a  road  croMlng  below  the  filter- beds  aod  below  vbcrt 
the  effluent  from  the  filter-bede  enters  the  stream. 


Medfield. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  2,100. 

The  town  is  situated  within  the  water-shed  of  the  Charles  River. 
The  principal  part  of  the  population  is  contained  in  one  village,  in 
which  there  is  a  large  straw  factory  where  about  600  persons  are 
employed  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year.  Water  is  supplied  to  the 
straw  factory  and  to  a  few  buildings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
factory  by  a  private  company,  but  there  is  no  general  system  of 
water  supply  for  the  town. 

The  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in  1886  and  was  intended 
primarily  to  remove  the  sewage  from  the  straw  factory,  but  at  the 
present  time,  in  addition  to  the  factory,  11  houses  and  a  small  hotel 
have  been  connected  with  the  sewers.     The  sewer  is  laid  from  the 
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straw  factory  aloDg  the  valley  of  Vine  Brook  to  the  filtration  area, 
which  18  located  about  half  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  village, 
where  the  sewage  is  received  in  a  settling  tank  and  discharged  upon 
prepared  filter-beds.  The  main  sewer  is  8  inches  in  diameter  and 
is  built  of  Akron  pipe,  except  as  it  passes  beneath  a  brook,  where 
for  a  short  distance  it  is  constructed  of  iron  pipe.  At  the  time  the 
sewer  was  built  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  leakage  of  about 
15,000  gallons  per  day  of  ground  water,  which  is  equivalent  to 
25,000  gallons  per  day  per  mile  of  sewer.  No  underdrains  were 
constructed  beneath  the  sewers  but  care  was  taken  to  make  the  joints 
as  tight  as  possible. 

The  principal  source  of  sewage  is  the  straw  factory,  from  which 
large  quantities  of  spent  dyes  are  discharged  into  the  sewer,  giving 
the  sewage  a  very  decided  color.  No  measurement  has  been  made 
of  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing. 

At  the  filtration  area  the  sewage  is  received  in  a  small  tank,  cir- 
cular in  section,  having  a  capacity  of  about  1,800  gallons.  The  out- 
let of  the  tank  is  so  arranged  that  sewage  is  taken  from  a  point 
beneath  the  surface,  so  that  the  heavy  matter  which  settles  at  the 
bottom  of  the  tank  and  all  floating  substances  are  prevented  from 
flowing  upon  the  filter-beds.  An  outlet  has  been  placed  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  tank  through  which  the  sludge  is  discharged  at  intervals 
into  a  small  pit  which  has  been  dug  near  the  tank,  where  it  remains 
until  dry. 

On  the  filtration  area  four  beds  have  been  prepared,  having  a  com- 
bined area  of  about  1^  acres.  The  sewage  is  discharged  on  these 
beds  from  a  manhole  situated  in  the  center  of  the  area.  When  the 
beds  were  constructed  all  the  loam  and  subsoil  which  were  on  the 
surface  were  ploughed  up,  but  none  of  the  material  was  removed 
except  where  excavation  was  necessary  in  the  grading  of  the  beds. 
It  was  soon  found  that  the  layer  of  loam  which  was  left  in  place  had 
become  very  hard  and  compact  and  prevented  the  flow  of  sewage 
through  the  filters,  and  in  1893  the  loam  was  all  removed  and  re- 
placed with  gravel.  Since  that  time  the  beds  have  absorbed  the 
sewage  much  more  readily. 

The  character  of  the  filtering  material  in  each  of  the  beds  has  been 
determined  by  analyses  of  samples  of  the  soil  collected  at  difierent 
depths,  the  average  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  following 
table :  — 
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EFrBOTivB  Size 

(lilLUMBTBBS.) 

UVIFOBMITT  COBmCIBVT. 

Albdxivoio  Axmohia 
(PAKTB  FBft  100,000). 

Dbpth 
Bbkbath  Subvacb 

(FE«T). 

• 

1 

< 

a 

a 

1 

1 

• 

• 

1 

1 

• 

1 

e 

• 

•5 

• 

a 

a 

• 

1 

a 

s 

Bnrfaoe, 

0.S6,     .... 

0.60 

1.00 

2.50 

.10 
.17 
.18 
.17 
.25 

.82 
.28 
.22 
.24 
.42 

.11 

.07 
.12 
.10 
.08 

12.8 
14.6 
14.7 
12.0 
12.1 
1 

16.8 
28.4 
10.1 
15.8 
28.4 

10.6 

10.0 

11.7 

7.6 

4.1 

262.0 
267.4 
228.2 
152.1 
106.4 

844.e 

S60.0 
809.4 
264.0 
276.9 

08.0 
88.8 
104.8 
04.6 
90.7 

No  underdrains  were  constructed  in  the  filter-beds  as  the  ground 
water  was  found  to  be  about  10  feet  beneath  the  surface.  The  ground 
slopes  toward  a  small  spring  situated  about  260  feet  from  the  edge 
of  the  nearest  bed,  which  forms  the  head  waters  of  a  small  brook. 
This  spring  receives  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  purified  sewage. 

Regular  analyses  of  samples  of  sewage  and  of  water  from  the 
spring  which  receives  the  effluent  have  been  made  for  a  number  of 
years.     The  yearly  averages  of  the  results  are  given  in  the  following 

tables :  — 

Chemical  Examination  of  Sewage  from  Medfield, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Rbsidub  ov  Evaporation. 

—     — 

Ammonia. 

MITBOOBN 
AS 

1      OXTOBV 
COMSUMBD. 

TOTAL  RBSIDUB. 

LOSS  ON  IGNITION. 

ALBCUINOID. 

. 

1     . 

Itrites. 

nflltered. 

i 

5 

o 

Dis- 
solved. 

^1! 

5 

1)1  B- 

olved. 

• 

Free. 

"5 

o 

it 

• 

OC  V 

c 
o 

Urates 

1 

5 

>* 

H 

O.    1 

24.44 

« 

O. 

H 

m 

o. 

U 

Yi 

K 

D 

^ 

1894 

47.64 

88.96 

8.68' 

18.48|     5.96 

2.6160 

0.7164  .5852 

.1312 

2.11 

.0025 

.0030 

7.16 

5.78 

1895 

57.80 

51.88 

6.42, 

25.30 

19.72     5.58 

1.3613 

0.64431.5227 

.1216 

8.761.0056 

.0092 

11.63 

9.22 

1896 

80.17 

68.00 

12.17 

40.20 

30.27     9.93. 

1.9533 

1.28331.9930 

.2908 

7.131.0032 

.0000 

16.73 

11.08 

1897 

134.63 

124.38 

10.25 

38.95 

32.98!    5.97, 

1.7260 

l.0650|.9150 

.1500 

4.7lr.0026 

.0056 

10.64 

8.58 

1808 

90.40 

74.20 

16.20 

34.32   21.10    18.22 

1 

1.0877 

0.9976  .7713 

.2263  1 

10.85  .0006 

.0008 

12.77 

1 

6.82 

The  samples  were  collected  as  the  sewage  flowed  apoa  the  filter-beds. 

Chemical  Examination  of  the  Water  from  the  Spring  below  the  Filtration  Area  of 

Vie  Medfield  Sewerage  System, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Itesidae 

AMMONIA. 

Chlorine. 

1.25 
1.63 
0.68 
0.81 
0.80 

Nitrogen  as 

1 

Ybar. 

on 
Evaporation. 

Free. 

Albu- 
minoid. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

1    Oxyfen 
ICoasamed. 

1 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898,  

12.86 

13.47 

8.78 

7.07 

8.48 

i       .0027 
1       .0115 
.0030 
'       .0054 
'       .0051 

.0101 
.0229 
.0144     ! 
.0274     1 

.0114 

1 

.3192 
.2950 
.0872 
.0330 
.0883 

.0001 
.0007 
.0008 
.0002 
.0016 

.19 
.48 
.41 
.84 

1         .26 

1 

The  BAinples  wpre  collected  from  a  spring  which  is  located  north  of  the  fllter-beds  and  a  little  over 
260  feet  from  the  edge  of  the  nearest  bed.  The  ground  where  the  filter-beds  are  located  slopes  io  the 
direction  of  this  spring. 
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The  purification  eflfected  by  filtration,  as  indicated  by  the  free  and 
albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed  in  the  sewage  and  in  the 
efiluent,  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 

The  spring  receives,  in  addition  to  the  sewage  effluent,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  ground  water,  so  that  the  actual  purification  is  not  as  great 
as  is  indicated  by  the  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  water  of  the  spring. 

Purificaiion  effected  by  the  Sewage  Filler-beds  at  Medfield  as  indicated  by  the  Free 
Ammonia^  Albuminoid  Ammonia  and  Oxygen  Consumed  in  the  Sewage  and 
in  the  Spring  which  receives  the  Effluent, 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


Fmk  Ammoioa. 

Total  Albumimoid 

AMMONIA. 

OXTOBM  COVaUMBO. 

Ybab. 

Sewage. 

Efflaent. 

Per 
Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

EiBuent 

Per 
Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 

Cent  re- 
moved. 

1894,  . 

1896,  . 
1890,   . 

1897,  . 

1898,  . 

2.6160 
1.3613 
1.9633 
1.7260 
1.0877 

.0027 
.0116 
.0030 
.0054 
.0061 

99.9 
90.2 
76.1 
65.7 
99.5 

0.7164 
0.6448 
1.2838 
1.0650 
0.9976 

.0101 
.0229 
.0144 
.0274 
.0114 

98.6 
96.4 
96.9 
96.6 
98.9 

7.16 
11.68 
16.73 
10.64 
12.77 

.19 
.48 
.41 
.34 
.26 

97.8 
95.9 
98.0 
95.6 
98.0 

The  temperature  of  the  sewage  applied  to  the  beds  is  high,  es- 
pecially during  days  when  the  straw  factory  is  in  operation,  as  some 
of  the  wastes  from  this  factory  are  discharged  into  the  sewer  at  a 
very  high  temperature.  Daily  observations  of  the  temperature  of 
the  sewage  as  it  is  discharged  on  the  filter-beds  were  made  during 
several  months  of  the  winter  of  1887-88.  The  following  table,  taken 
from  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  1887,  gives 
the  record  of  the  temperature  for  the  month  of  December,  1887  :  — 

Becord  of  Temperature  of  Medfield  Sewage  for  the  Month  of  December,  1887. 


Temper- 

1 

Temper- 

DAT. 

Hour. 

ature. 
Deg.F. 

DAT. 

Hour. 

ature. 
Deg.  F. 

1,       .        .        .12  m. 

81 

„ 

17.       .        .        . 

11  A.M. 

76 

_ 

2, 

!     7  A.M. 

72 

- 

18.       . 

10  A.M. 

55 

Sunday. 

3,       . 

12  m. 

82 

- 

19,      . 

18  m. 

75 

- 

4, 

10  A.M. 

58 

Saoday. 

20,       . 

5  p.m. 

72 

- 

5,       . 

4  p.m. 

80 

~ 

21,       . 

12  m. 

74 

- 

«» 

12  m. 

70 

• 

22. 

6  p.m. 

70 

— 

T,      . 

12  m. 

75 

. 

28.       . 

6  p.m. 

71 

■m 

8. 

7  am. 

60 

• 

24,       . 

4  P.M. 

71 

— 

».       < 

12  m. 

75 

. 

25,       , 

2  p.m. 

53 

Sunday. 

10. 

7  am. 

65 

- 

26.       . 

2  p.m. 

51 

Holiday. 

11 

10  a.m. 

57 

Sanday. 

27,       . 

7  pm. 

66 

- 

12.       . 

12  m. 

75 

- 

28,       , 

8  a.m. 

72 

- 

13,      . 

5  p.m. 

74 

. 

29,       . 

12  m. 

70 

— 

14.      . 

5P.M 

70 

• 

80,       . 

12  M. 

68 

— 

16,       . 

1  P.M. 

78 

- 

81,       . 

7  a.m. 

65 

- 

le,     . 

12  m. 

72 

- 
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On  accoant  of  the  high  temporature  of  the  sewage*  its  disposal 
during  the  winter  months  is  accomplished  without  much  difiBculty, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  sewage  is  discharged  continuously 
on  large  beds  at  a  slow  rate.  The  beds  receive  very  little  attention, 
being  ploughed ,  harrowed  and  raked  occasionally  during  the  summer 
months  at  an  annual  expense  of  about  $50. 

There  are  several  dwelling-houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  filter-beds, 
and  it  is  said  that  at  times  those  living  in  the  vicinity  are  troubled 
by  disagreeable  odors  which  arise  from  the  beds.  These  odors 
appear  to  come  from  the  sludge  pit,  which  receives  the  sludge  which 
accumulates  in  the  tank  for  a  considerable  time  and  which  becomes 
more  or  less  decomposed.  There  is  no  population  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  brook  into  which  the  effluent  naturally  finds  its  way. 


Natick. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  8,632. 

The  town  of  Natick  is  situated  within  the  water-sheds  of  the  Sud- 
bury and  Charles  rivers,  the  larger  part  of  the  thickly  populated 
section  of  the  town  being  within  that  portion  of  the  water-shed  of 
the  Sudbury  River  which  drains  toward  Lake  Cochituate,  one  of  the 
sources  of  water  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  District.  The  principal 
industry  is  the  manufacture  of  shoes,  although  there  are  several 
factories  of  other  kinds  in  the  town. 

A  public  water  supply  was  introduced  in  the  year  1874  and  is  now 
generally  used  throughout  the  town.  The  average  daily  consump- 
tion of  water  during  the  year  1898  was  369,000  gallons,  or  43  gallons 
per  capita. 

The  sewerage  system  was  completed  in  1896,  the  cost  of  construc- 
tion being  paid  in  part  by  the  city  of  Boston.  Before  the  construo- 
tion  of  the  system  much  of  the  sewage  found  its  way  directly  or 
indirectly  into  Lake  Cochituate  through  Pegan  Brook,  which  flows 
through  the  densely  settled  portion  of  the  town,  and  in  addition  to 
removing  the  sewage,  provision  has  been  made  for  filtering  the  water 
of  Pegan  Brook  before  it  enters  the  lake.  The  sewage  is  collected 
in  a  system  of  pipe  sewers  and  conveyed  through  a  main  sewer  built 
of  brick  and  iron  to  a  reservoir  situated  on  the  westerly  side  of  Lake 
Cochituate,  from  which  it  is  pumped  to  filter-beds  adjacent  to  the 
Framingham  filter-beds,  about  1.5  miles  from  the  pumping  station. 
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The  system  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  the  system  in  the  adjoin- 
ing town  of  Framingham,  which  has  been  previously  described. 

The  system  was  built  on  the  separate  plan,  and  was  designed  to* 
exclude  all  surface  water,  so  far  as  practicable,  from  the  sewers. 
No  permanent  underdrains  were  constructed  beneath  the  sewers,  as 
there  could  be  no  outlet  for  them  except  into  Lake  Cochituate  or  its 
tributaries,  unless  the  water  should  be  pumped.  Much  water  was 
encountered  in  the  ground  when  the  sewers  were  constructed,  and 
the  leakage  of  ground  water  into  the  sewers  is  very  great,  especially 
at  times  when  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  ground  is  high.  The 
lateral  sewers  are  constructed  of  earthen  pipe.  The  main  sewer  is 
of  brick,  except  in  one  place  where  it  is  laid  for  a  distance  of  2,500 
feet  near  the  shore  of  Lake  Cochituate,  where  iron  pipe  is  used  in- 
stead of  brick  in  order  to  prevent  leakage  from  the  sewer  into  the 
lake. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1898  there  were  8.58  miles  of  sewers  in 
the  town  and  263  connections  had  been  made  with  the  system,  which 
may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows :  — 

Single  bouses, 96 

TeDemeDt-bouses, 116 

Business  blocks, ^8 

Factories, 8 

Hotels, 4 

Laundries,  scbool-houses,  churches,  etc., 11 

Total  connections, 263 

The  quantity  of  sewage  varies  greatly  and  at  times  of  storm  is  very 
large.  The  influence  of  a  storm  is  quickly  felt,  which  would  indicate 
that  surface  water  gets  into  the  sewers  more  or  less  directly.  At 
times  when  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  ground  is  high  the  flow 
of  sewage  is  uniformly  large.  Records  are  kept  of  the  quantity 
of  sewage  pumped  each  day,  and  although  these  records  are  not 
accurate,  as  the  slip  of  the  pumps  varies  from  time  to  time,  they 
serve  to  give  an  approximate  indication  of  the  quantity  of  sewage 
flowing.  The  following  tab)e  gives  the  average  daily  quantity  of 
sewage  pumped  each  month  since  the  records  have  been  kept :  — 
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Average  Daily  Flow  of  Sewage  from  Natiek. 

[O«llont  par  Day.] 


MOVTB. 

1897. 

1898. 

MOVTH. 

1897. 

1898. 

January,  . 
February, 
March,      . 
April, 
lUy,.       . 

1 

200,000 
842,000 
447,000 
405,000 
387,000 
860,000 
288,000 

446,000 
631,000 
668,000 
665,000 
667,000 
436,000 
202,000 

Aagnet,  . 
September,     , 
October,  . 
Kovember, 
December, 

Average,  . 

208,000 
264,000 
208,000 
204,000 
400.000 

406,000 

806/no 

841,000 
661,000 
786.000 

Jone, 
Joly, . 

845,000 

603,000 

The  average  quantity  of  sewage  per  day  flowing  from  the  main 
sewer  during  the  year  1898  was  503,000  gallons,  while  the  maximum 
flow  in  any  one  day  was  1,562,000  gallons,  or  about  three  times  the 
average.  The  minimum  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  in  any  one  day 
was  159,000  gallons,  which  is  only  one-tenth  of  the  maximum  flow. 
The  following  table  gives  the  average,  maximum  and  minimum  daily 
flow  for  each  inhabitant,  each  connection  with  the  sewers  and  each 
mile  of  sewers  constructed  :  — 


Average 

(Gallons  per 

Day). 


Max!  mam 

(Qallons  per 

Day). 


Minimum 

(Qallons  per 

Day). 


ToUl  flow, . 
Flow  per  inhabitant, 
Flow  per  connection. 
Flow  per  mile  of  aewers, 


503,000 

58.3 

1,913 

58,600 


1,562,000 

181.0 

5,039 

182,000 


160.000 

18.4 

606 

18,500 


In  addition  to  the  records  of  the  flow  of  sewage  kept  by  the  en- 
gineer at  the  pumping  station,  a  scries  of  measurements  has  been 
made  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  by  means  of  an  automatic 
recording  gauge  which  registers  the  height  of  water  on  a  weir. 
These  special  measurements  were  continued  for  several  weeks  during 
the  spring  of  1899,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  average  daily 
flow  as  indicated  by  the  observations,  together  with  the  maximum 
and  minimum  flow  for  each  day  and  the  hour  when  each  occurred  :  — 
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RalaoT 

Bate  or 

^=^=^^^= 

ptrDay). 

UailDDm 

HoaratwUch 

MInllBDB 

Hoar  al  which 

DtTI. 

DwotWwk. 

Hail  IB  BD 

Flow 

(Od  lODI 

per  l.iy). 

FtowOconnd. 

pU'u!?' 

riowOccnrrrf. 

!»••. 

Uarob  m,      . 

Sniidi;,.       . 

1,088,000 

1,800.000 

r.M. 

832,000 

».      . 

Monday.        . 

1.1*1,000 

1,800.000 

,183,000 

(UHlSA.M.lllp.H. 

Tu«d.y.       . 

1,U«,000 

1,W«,000 

,076,000 

M.'      " 

Wedr«d.r,  . 

i,ii».ooo 

;o48;ooa 

t!il:>: 

aa, 

Tbar>d.f,      . 

l.MO.OOO 

lisoa'.uaa 

M        . 

FHdsy,  . 

Jm'ESS 

iIbilW 

liiclooo 

»,       . 

103,000 

n-11  p.«'. 

n. 

Monday.        . 

i^wsiooo 

lluilooo 

.076.000 

w.      . 

ysa.,.: 

I,lM.000 

i.m,ooo 

.110,000 

6-1  ah! 

».      . 

,aw.ooo 

I,8^8,lloo 

,181,000 

1-3  A.M. 

80, 

Tboiidiy.     . 

,l«,000 

1,08.000 

,\afi<» 

llP.K. 

Kfe  : 

,1«,000 

1,181,000 

,088,000 

Aprti  i;   : 

,088,000 

1.1M,000 

11  *.«. 

.048,000 

».   . 

Biii>(l.y..       . 

,047.000 

1.O76.000 

OIOOOO 

11  ph! 

s. 

UDDd.y.        . 

,018,000 

1,078,000 

8^13  A  m"^' 

Wlooo 

11-11  p... 

4.       ■ 

TacMliy, 

eit.oDO 

1,018,000 

911,000 

8-8  A.M.,  12  P.M. 

»,    ■ 

037,000 

870000 

13p.>. 

s. 

Tb07«J.y,     . 

808.000 

'osolooo 

8401000 

Frldiy.  :        . 

Ul.OOO 

000,000 

10-11  xn'. 

883,000 

»l 

8.ln.d.y,       . 

*»a,ooo 

1,180,000 

840,000 

SDDdny,.        . 

1,004,000 

«43>00 

iip:«: 

lo!   ; 

MondBy, 

078,000 

lIlOSpOOO 

Wk. 

806,000 

Tuwdiy.        . 

080,000 

1,0»,000 

888^000 

14   : 

B08.000 

1,000,000 

S-8  r.u. 

8U.D00 

13  p.m! 

»,   . 

Thur*J.y,      . 

W,000 

10-11  A.M. 

MtioOO 

M.     . 

Frid.y,  .       . 

846:000 

048.000 

a  P.M. 

180,000 

4-eAH.,  llP.H. 

».   . 

8..u.d.y.       . 

881,000 

T«£ooo 

3-8  A.«. 

le, 

Bond.y,.       . 

»W.  '' 

746,000 

8-7  A.1I.,  0-10  P.H. 

IT,       . 

llDBdiy, 

888,000 

080.000 

13  >. 

188,000 

18,       . 

Tutidiy, 

880  000 

OW.OO0 

TW>)0 

»,       . 

80^,000 

030,000 

743^ 

11  ph! 

». 

Thi.™d.j.      . 

196,000 

ooolooo 

T«3S!i 

S-TA.H,  10-13  PJI. 

n,      . 

Fridny,  .       . 

n8,ooo 

888,000 

)"i^_.'- 

T3O.0O. 

1-tA.II. 

n 

Stlnrdiy,       . 

788.000 

1,XB,000 

116,000 

8,6,  Sam. 

w.     . 

8BDd.y,'.        . 

784,000 

'876:000 

11 "! 

871,000 

'ui,;: 

»,     . 

Uondiy, 

733,000 

804,000 

SPK. 

tKlW) 

11  PM. 

u,     . 

Tq.«l.y,       . 

T  18.000 

^.000 

11  P.M. 

«,     . 

W«ln«d>y,  . 

«M,ooa 

isoiooo 

sniooo 

n,     . 

Tbonday,     . 

88T.OO0 

768,000 

811,000 

M.      . 

r,K;y-,   : 

804  000 

■li'p.M.    ' 

«». 

817,000 

ftulooo 

604,000 

».     ■ 

8uBd.y.'.       . 

790.000 

680  000 

Mmj       t.       . 

Uond*;, 

ATI^IMO 

7WI.0O0 

586,000 

euodiy.. 

483.000 

1-7  a!m! 

». 

UoDday, 

8a*;ooo 

468,000 

4-6  AH. 

».       . 

ToMdiy, 

818,000 

M0,000 

486.000 

0,       . 

W«lB,.dllJ, 

608,000 

801,000 

146.000 

Thumd.,/   . 

608.000 

446.000 

i       '■ 

Friday,  , 

toulooo 

8e«.ooo 

10  AH. 

S.       . 

Saturday.       . 

4M,000 

886.000 

4S7|000 

-8  ah! 

*.       - 

BnBday..       . 

JK.000 

8M.000 

418.000 

8-8  AM. 

».       . 

Monday.        . 

•01,000 

418.000 

«.       ■ 

Tufiday.       . 

4»i;ooo 

018.000 

410.000 

Wsdoetday,  . 

880.000 

416.000 

el 

ThDrtdaj."  . 

4Bo:oOO 

871000 

409:000 

M.  .   . 

Friday,  .       . 

874.000 

418.000 

jjt 

Thortday,     . 

818.000 

161.000 

1-4A.V,  9-10  P.M. 

".     . 

Friday.  .       . 

BllioOO 

4M.000 

iMlooo 

{lp>. 

^    ■ 

fatorday.       . 

209,000 

«1,000 

8a.h. 

146.000 

BBtiday,  .        . 

864,000 

140,000 

^    ■ 

Monday. 

383,000 

348;000 

IaV 

S    - 

wS^ay,  : 

888.000 

836;000 

Ham: 

180,000 

4,       . 

MOJIOO 

886,000 

168.000 

1*. 

Thnraday,      . 

3»l,000 

816,000 

10  i.'.x'. 

isolooo 

Ia-m! 

Very  little  manufacturing  sewage  enters  the  sewere,  bo  that  the 
sewage  consists  chiefly  of  a  mixture  of  house  sewage  with  a.  varying 
qnantity  of  ground  water.     The  average  sewage  is  very  mach  weakjer 
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than  the  sewage  from  most  of  the  other  cities  and  towns  in  the  State 
where  the  sewage  is  purified. 

At  the  pumping  station  the  sewage  passes  through  screens  placed 
in  a  screen  chamber  at  the  end  of  the  main  sewer.  These  screens 
consist  of  vertical  iron  plates  with  an  open  space  between  them 
of  three-quarters  of  an  inch.  The  total  area  of  the  screens  is  17 
square  feet.  The  screens  are  so  arranged  that  when  they  are  clean 
the  sewage  will  all  pass  through  the  lower  portion,  and  as  the 
screens  become  clogged  the  sewage  will  rise  until  eventually  it  will 
flow  over  the  top  of  the  screens.  The  screens  are  generally  cleaned 
once  in  two  days,  the  material  removed  being  burned  beneath  the 
boilers.  At  times  of  high  flow  the  sewage  is  so  dilute  and  there 
is  such  a  small  amount  of  solid  matter  in  the  sewage  that  the  screens 
are  removed,  and  everything  brought  down  by  the  sewers  passes  to 
the  pumps. 

The  sewage,  after  passing  through  the  screens,  is  received  in  a 
covered  masonry  reservoir  having  a  capacity  of  500,000  gallons, 
which  is  designed  to  receive  sewage  during  the  night  so  that  pump- 
ing is  necessary  only  during  the  daytime.  The  solid  matter  which 
accumulates  at  the  bottom  of  this  reservoir  is  removed  occasionally 
by  mixing  it  with  a  small  quantity  of  sewage  and  then  pumping  the 
mixture  to  the  filtration  area. 

The  pumping  plant  consists  of  two  pumps  having  capacities  of 
1,000,000  gallons  and  2,000,000  gallons  per  day  respectively.  The 
valves  in  the  pumps  are  ordinary  water  valves,  and  some  trouble  has 
been  experienced  by  solid  matter  getting  beneath  the  valves.  The 
force  main  from  the  pumping  station  to  the  filtration  area  is  of  cast- 
iron  pipe  16  inches  in  diameter  and  7,861  feet  in  length.  The  force 
main  is  so  arranged  that  all  of  the  sewage  in  the  pipe  at  the  time  the 
pumps  are  stopped  remains  in  the  pipe  until  pumping  is  resumed 
the  next  day.  The  quantity  of  sewage  remaining  in  the  pipe  in  this 
way  is  82,000  gallons. 

The  filtration  area  is  situated  about  two  miles  north-west  of  the 
village  and  is  adjacent  to  the  Framingham  filtration  area,  which  has 
already  been  described.  The  effluent  from  the  two  fields  enters  the 
same  brook  and  the  conditions  at  the  two  places  are  very  much  the 
same.  The  total  area  of  land  owned  by  the  town  of  Natick  is 
97^  acres,  on  which  six  filter-beds  have  been  constructed,  having  an 
average  area  of  about  an  acre  each.  The  beds  were  prepared  for 
the  filtration  of  sewage  by  the  removal  of  the  soil  and  subsoil.     The 
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character  of  the  filtering  material  in  each  bed  at  different  depths  has 
been  determined  by  analysis,  and  the  following  table  gives  the  aver- 
age results  of  these  analyses  for  each  depth :  — 


EFrSOTIVB  SlZK 
(MlLUMBTBKS). 

UVirOBMITT  COBFFIOIBXT. 

ALBDMiifoiD  Ammonia 
(Parts  pbb  100,000). 

Dbpth 

Bblow  Subfacb 

(Feet). 

•S 

1 

• 

i 

B 
a 

3 

■ 

< 

8 

• 

i 

i 

• 

a 

s 

1 

1 

i 

s 

0,     .       .        .       . 

-0.26 

0.60,     .... 

1.00 

^.60 

.16 
.18 
.18 
.16 
.18 

.26 
.26 
.28 
.26 

.04 
.04 
.04 
.04 
.00 

7.0 
6.6 
6.0 
6.8 
8.8 

16.8 
12.6 
16.1 
11.0 
6.6 

2.4 
2.6 
2.3 
1.8 
1.0 

18.2 

18.8 

12.0 

7.0 

4.1 

88.7 
21.8 
18.1 
14.4 
11.0 

7.0 
8.6 
8.8 
1.4 

1.0 

The  beds  are  underdrained  by  lines  of  pipe  placed  36  feet  apart 
st  a  depth  of  about  6  feet  beneath  the  surface.  No  provision  has 
been  made  for  the  distribution  of  the  sewage  at  different  parts  of  the 
surface,  but  the  sewage  is  applied  directly  on  the  beds  from  man- 
holes at  each  comer.  The  sewage  is  applied  to  each  of  the  beds  in 
rotation,  one  of  the  beds  generally  receiving  the  entire  flow  for  a 
day,  but  at  times  of  high  flow  it  is  allowed  to  flow  upon  two  of  the 
beds  at  the  same  time.  The  beds  are  prepared  for  winter  by  fur- 
rowing the  surfaces.  A  crop  of  corn  was  raised  on  each  of  the  beds 
in  the  summer  of  1898.  The  quantity  of  sewage  purified  on  this 
filtration  area  is  very  large,  especially  at  times  of  wet  weather.  The 
sewage  is  weak,  so  that  it  is  possible  to  purify  a  much  larger  quantity 
per  acre  than  can  be  purified  at  Framingham,  where  the  average 
sewage  is  several  times  as  strong  as  at  Natick.  It  is  said  that 
practically  all  of  the  sewage  has  been  purified  since  the  works  were 
completed,  and  only  a  very  small  quantity  has  been  discharged 
directly  into  Bannister  Brook  without  purification.  The  average 
quantity  of  sewage  purified  per  acre  during  1898  was  84,000  gallons 
per  day.  During  the  month  of  maximum  flow  the  average  quantity 
purified  was  123,000  gallons  per  acre  daily. 

Two  series  of  analyses  have  been  made  of  samples  of  sewage  col- 
lected from  the  main  sewer  at  frequent  intervals  for  a  period  of 
twenty-four  hours,  to  show  the  variation  in  character  of  the  sewage 
during  the  day.  The  results  of  these  analyses  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table :  — 
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[Parta  par  100,000.] 


• 

Date 

. 

Honr. 

Temper- 
atare. 

Deg.  F. 

1 

RBSIDDB  OV  ETAPOKATIOJr. 

1 
TOTAL  SKSIDUB.              | 

LOM 

ox  loaonov. 

1 

ToUl. 

1 

Dis. 
solved. 

1 
Bus-     , 
pended. 

TotaL 

Dto- 
•olved 

gM-^ 

S8482 

ISM 

Jane 

8 

6.00  and   6.00  p.m. 

68.0 

20.80 

23.00 

^.Ci-3 

0.40 

4.20 

1 

• 

1 

"     6.80^ 

1 

5.» 

3 

28483 

Jane 

8 

7.00  and   8.00  p.m. 

62.0 

20.00 

28.80 

6.70^ 
0.40 

10.60 

6.00 

6.<ll 

8 

88484 

Jone 

8 

9.00  and  10.00  P.M. 

62.0 

i      24.20 

28.80 

6.00 

6.20 

0.49 

4 

23485 

Jaue 

8 

11.00  and  12.00  pm. 

62.6 

20.80 

20.70 

0.10  ■ 

8.60 

8.60 

0.06 

6 

23480 

Jane 

0 

1.00  and  2.00  a.m. 

62.0 

81.80 

21.00 

0.80' 

6.40 

6.20 

1        ••" 

6 

28487 

Jane 

9 

8.00  and  4.00  a.m. 

61.6 

21.10 

20.90 

0.30> 

*      6.10 

6.00 

o.»» 

T 

83488 

Jone 

9 

6.00  and   6.00  a.m. 

61.7 

20.70 

90.10 

0.60 

6.00 

6.00 

0.40 

8 

28480 

Jane 

9 

7.00  and   8.00  a.m. 

61.0 

81.10 

21.00 

0.10' 

6.00 

5.00 

0.06 

• 

88400 

jQDt 

9 

9.00  and  10.00  a.m. 

63.7 

28.90 

88.00 

0.00' 

8.80 

3.00 

O.M 

10 

88491 

Jane 

9 

11.00  and  12.00  A.M. 

63.6 

81.00 

86.90 

4.10  < 

6.60 

4.40 

8.» 

11 

88492 

Jone 

9 

1.00  and  2.00  p.m. 

64.6 

24.80 

88.70 

1.00 

6.20 

4.70 

1.60 

28498 

Jane 

9 

8.00  and  4.00  p.m. 

64.0 

27.00 

38.80 

4.30' 

8.60 

4.50 

4.00 

18 

24196 

Ang. 

8 

4. 00  and   6.00  p.m. 

- 

214.00 

48.30 

171.80 

188.20 

90.00 

118.* 

14 

24100 

Ang. 

8 

6.00  and    7.00p.m. 

67.0 

461.60 

47.60 

404.00 

276.00 

22.00 

854.00 

16 

24200 

Ang. 

8 

8.00  and   9.00  p.m. 

66.0 

8028.40 

64.00 

2964.40 

8772.00 

87.20 

8734.10 

16 

24201 

Aug. 

8 

10.00  and  11.00  p.m. 

56.0 

'  1972.80 

86.80 

1886.00 

1488.40  ! 

1 

46.60 

1441.90 

17 

24202 

1 
Aug.8,9  j  12.00  and   1.00  a.m. 

57.0 

;     851.20 

71.80 

779.40  1 

543.20  ! 

41.20  J 

.SO3.00 

18 

24203 

Aug. 

9'    2.00  and   3.00  a.m. 

56.0 

1 
1 

57.60 

1 

23.80 

83.80  : 

1      27.60 

7.00  ' 

1 

20.60 

19 

24204 

Aug. 

9 

4.00  and   5.00  a.m. 

56.0 

30.00 

1 

22.20 

7.80  ' 

9.20 

6.40 

2.«0 

20 

24205 

Aug. 

o'    6.00  and    7.00  a. m 

57.0 

1      37.20 

24.00 

13.20  1 

13.60 

6.40 

T.ao 

21 

24207 

Aug. 

9     8.00  and   9.00  a.m. 

1 

56.0 

36.80 

1 

29.80 

7.00 

10.80 

4.80  . 

1 

0.00 

22 

24208 

Aug. 

9;  10.00  and  11.00  a  x. 

57.0     ' 

1 

117.60 

37.20 

80.40  ' 

46.60 

6.20 

39.40 

23 

24209 

Aug. 

9'  12.00  and    1.00  p.m. 

77.0    ' 

1     136.00 

87.20 

98.80 

73.60  1 

13.80 

50.80 

« 

24210 

Aug. 

1 

9' 

1 

2.00  and   3.00  p  m. 

58.0 

79.60 

31.60 

48.00 

42.80  1 

1 

12.40 

1 

30.40 

The  samples  were  collected  from  the  end  of  the  main  aewer  as  it  discharges  Into 


As  before  stated,  the  night  flow  of  sewage  is  stored  in  the  reser- 
voir at  the  pumping  station  and  pumped  only  during  the  daytime. 
When  the  pumps  are  stopped  a  considerable  quantity  of  sewage 
remains  in  the  force  main  until  the  pumps  are  started,  so  that  some 
of  the  sewage  is  quite  stale  by  the  time  it  reaches  the  filtration 
area.     In  order  to  ascertain  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  character 
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rf  Sewage  from  NcUiek, 


[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 


Ammomia. 

Chlortne. 

1          NiTROGBK  A8 

1     OXTOIK  CONSDMBD. 

ALBUMINOII 

>. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltered. 

nitcred. 

Free. 

.t/f 

Total. 

Dls- 
solved. 

8ns- 
pended. 

^JL 

0.2120 

0.0880 

0.1240 

4.50 

.0010 

.0013 

•  .1  J  2. 

u 

1.09 

'^i^: 

1.60 

1 

O.MOO'' 

0.2060 

0.0060 

0.2000 

8.72 

.0020 

.0640 

2.78 

2.06 

2 

0.4320* 

0.1200- 

-  0.0560 

0.0640 

4.65 

.2750 

.0960 

1.18- 

0.90 

8 

0.2720'' 

0.1800- 

0.0600 

0.1300 

8.68 

.2250 

.1040 

0.74' 

0.62 

4 

0.2720  ^ 

0.0880 

0.0300 

0.0580 

8.25 

.4700 

.0480 

0.54' 

0.80 

5 

O.ieoO'' 

0.0400 

0.0300 

0.0100 

8.14 

.4750 

.0340 

0.38^ 

0.26 

6 

0.2080^ 

0.1280- 

'    0.0260 

0.1020 

8.00 

.4800 

.0340 

0.45*^ 

0.26 

7 

o.37eo ' 

0.1200' 

'  0.0400 

0.0710 

8.25 

.3700 

.0640 

1.12^ 

0.40 

8 

1.1360 > 

'-    0.2520 

0.1040 

0.1480 

5.15 

.1100 

.1360 

0.80 

0.61 

0 

0.81«0' 

0.2480 

0.0080 

0.1500 

7.09 

.0060 

.0760 

1.57- 

0.80 

10 

0.7040 

0.2760 

0.1280 

0.1480 

8.87 

.0020 

.0000 

1.78' 

1.04 

11 

0.3360 

0.1160 

0.0520 
0.4400 

0.0640 
8.1600  " 

8.91 

.0040 

.0000 

2.11 

1.88 

12 

2.1800 

3.6000 

2.83 

.0000 

.0000 

18.60 

8.52 

18 

2.0200 

4.8000 

0.6200 

3.7800 

6.85 

.0010 

.0000 

28.00 

0.56 

14 

4.0600 

18.8000 

1.1000 

17.7000 

4.20 

.1580 

.0000 

60.80 

0.08 

15 

8.6700 

24.4000 

1.7000 

22.7000 

6.42 

.2640 

.0000 

86.40 

0.60 

16 

11.6000 

12.1000 

1.6700 

10.4300 

3.55 

.0000 

.0000 

77.60 

6.60 

17 

1.1200 

1.0500 

O.llOO 

0.9400 

4.41 

.0000 

.0024 

15.20 

0.48 

18 

0.1500 

0.2900 

0.0560 

0.2350 

3.80 

.0000 

.0850 

1.28 

0.20 

10 

0.1660 

0.1500 

0.0460 

0.1050 

3.55 

.0000 

.0650 

1.12 

0.16 

20 

0.7500 

0.2200 

0.0000 

0.1300 

7.01 

.0350 

.0800 

1.60 

0.56 

21 

1.6200 

0.3500 

0.2000 

0.1500 

11.98 

.0000 

.0000 

5.12 

1.20 

22 

1.8000 

1.2500 

0.2900 

0.0600 

7.95 

.0000 

.0000 

15.20 

2.24 

28 

1.4000 

0.7600 

0.2100 

0.5400 

4.38 

.0000 

.0000 

5.60 

8.60 

24 

the  rMerroir.    Each  sample  waa  made  up  of  2  equal  portiona  collected  hourly. 


of  the  sewage  between  the  time  it  reaches  the  pumping  station  and 
the  time  it  is  distributed  on  the  filter-beds,  a  series  of  analyses  was 
made  in  the  spring  of  1899,  the  results  of  which  are  shown  in  the 
tables  which  follow.  Several  samples  of  effluent  were  collected  in 
the  course  of  a  single  day  during  the  investigations,  the  results  of 
^hich  are  appended. 
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Cftemicol  ExamintUion  of  Semtg* 


[PKMi>.r  100.000.] 

j 

Diiti. 

.... 

«E. 

Trmpsr- 

BUIDEl  OK  BtiruiUTIOI. 

'<""""-■ 

iota  AH  Idllml. 

TcUl. 

Ul>- 

IWDfl'td 

■ft>t.l. 

«^=i. 

JS.. 

10 

19 
IS 

MTBI 

W803 
MglO 

aem 

!WM 
M84S 

Z 

Apt.  U 
Apr.  16 
Apr.  IS 
Apr.  16 
Apr,  16 
Apr.  la 
Apr.  Ill 
Apr.  18 
Apr.  Id 
Apr.  IT 
Apr.  n 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  17 
Apr.  IS 

lloll 

Sloll 

■  ■all 
llH  to& 

Ml 
Mr 
Ua 

30P 

H. 

170.880 
»1.«26 

■«i.ias 

TM.IOO 

111,000 

T73,(lO0 
829,480 
799,800 
I0O.WO 
8M.40O 
BIO  ,200 
838,400 

M 

48 

a 

S3 
30 

« 

30 

40 

60 
M 

31.00 

10.60 

10.80 
10. 00 

so 

M 

BO 
30 

8. SO 

10.60 

7.00 
8.00 

7.60 

E 

T.70 
6.W) 
1.00 

S.60 

',2 

8.30 

I.» 

o.» 

l.M 

0.8* 

o.n 

0.M 
O.K 

1.00 
l.M 
0.H 

o.a 

The  umplH 

"• 

•  <! 

U.(Wd  fro 

mtb 

lot 

a 

b 

ni*lD 

niealj 

^XC 

nil 

na/ion  o/'  Sewage 

[Pmrt*  pur  lOO.OOU.) 


j 

„,.. 

Hour. 

[■■implnl. 

U^f. 

TUI.L..9.DCII. 

louoHiomnoi. 

''«--L^::«i.'p,?o';i. 

T-'-i^";!:;. 

A 

10 

28803 

38838 
30830 

38840 

ISBt. 

April  10 

April  16 
April  I) 
April  10 

A  prill  (1 
April  IT 
April  i; 
April  17 
April  IT 
April  n 
AprlllT 

7,3010  10.001.11. 
l0.30A,«,lol.00P,<c 

T.Mlo  10.00 1.M. 
lo.soi.B.ioi.oar.M 

l,80lo4.00P,ll. 

0.00  to  10.00  l.M 
10.30  lol1.30l.ll. 

l.M  10  3.30  p« 

1,768,028 
1,800,678 
1,748,357 
1.860,100 

3,394,300 
1,007,400 
3,026.200 
1,832.600 
1.338,800 
1.873.400 

47.0 
40.0 
40.3 

46.0 

48.8 

30.60 

38.00 
33.90 

30.90 
36.60 

ao.M 

21.60 

31.30 

10.30 
18.40 

10.80 

30,70 
10.70 
20.20 

10.00 

B.H 

8.30 
10.00 
8.30 
7.80 
7.30 

7.M 

T.ao 

8.00 

8.00 
7.00 
7.M 

e.oo 

8.»0 
T.OO 
8.80 
T.OO 

fl.W 

D.OO 

1.00 

i.» 

0.00 

0.10 

O.H 
0.10 

ro  canceled  frora  >  tap  tn  ooa  ol  a 


No.  34.] 


PURIFICATION  OF  SEWAGE. 


659 


from  the  Main  Sewer  at  Natick. 


[PkrU  per  100,000.] 


Ammokia. 

Chlorine. 

NlTKOOKH  At 

OXTOBM  COHSUXKD. 

• 

ALBDMINOm. 

Kltratee. 

Nitrites. 

Unaltered. 

FUteied. 

Free. 

Total. 

I)l8- 

•olred. 

Sus- 
pended. 

.81«0 

.1120 

.0060 

.0160 

2.88 

.4800 

.0840 

1.00 

0.08 

1 

.1400 

.0880 

.0660 

.0820 

2.61 

.5700 

.0180 

0.42 

0.27 

2 

.8280 

.1400 

.0900 

.0500 

2.72 

.8800 

.0290 

0.08 

0.88 

8 

.8800 

.1800 

.1080 

.0280 

2.80 

.5400 

.0840 

2.48 

2.24 

4 

.8140 

.0080 

.0740 

.0240 

2.83 

.5800 

.0280 

1.60 

1.18 

5 

.1«80 

.0680 

.0430 

.0250 

2.05 

.6200 

.0260 

0.51 

0.2B 

6 

.2000 

.0620 

.0470 

.0150 

2.70 

.5000 

.0240 

0.58 

0.50 

7 

.4080 

.1180 

.0860 

.0880 

2.00 

.1600 

.0820 

1.76 

1.15 

8 

.8120 

.0680 

.0580 

.0100 

"2.8O 

.7000 

.0280 

0.06 

0.78 

0 

.1600 

.0400 

.0840 

.0060 

2.47 

'  .6800 

.0240 

• 

0.51 

0.46 

10 

.8000 

.0980 

.0680 

.0800 

2.68 

.4750 

.0280 

0.86 

0.77 

11 

.0000 
.3040 

.1680 
.1000 

.1200 
.0610 

.0480 
.0880 

8.25 
8.00 

.4400 
.4000 

.0820 
.0260 

2.64 
1.52 

2.02 
1.81 

12 
18 

.1300 

.0420 

.0370 

.0050 

2.60 

♦ 

.4400 

.0220 

0.48 

0.88 

14 

reservoir.    Bach  sample  was  made  up  of  12  eqaal  portions  collected  each  half  hour. 

from  the  Pumping  Station  at  Natick. 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


Ammonia. 

Chlorine. 

NiTSOOIX  AS 

OXYGKM  COMSDMBD. 

ALBDMIKOID. 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Unflltered. 

FUtered. 

Free. 

ToUL 

Dis- 
solved. 

Sus- 
pended. 

.2180 

.0480 

.0460 

.0020 

2.68 

.5000 

.0800 

0.88 

0.60 

1 

.8540 

.1080 

.0050 

.0130 

2.05 

.5200 

.0320 

1.52 

1.15 

2 

.8140 

.0080 

.0750 

.0230 

2.75 

.5800 

.0880 

1.02 

0.80 

8 

.2000 

.0620 

.0500 

.0120 

2.67 

.5800 

.0820 

0.54 

0.51 

4 

.8120 

.1040 

.0810 

.0230 

2.85 

.6200 

.0360 

0.03 

0.82 

5 

.8680 

.2260 

.0880 

.1380 

2.80 

.1060 

.0420 

2.32 

2.27 

6 

.2080 

.0640 

.0420 

.0220 

2.56 

.4750 

.0240 

0.74 

0.51 

7 

.8090 

.1820 

.0680 

.0440 

2.78 

.4850 

.0880 

1.18 

0.04 

8 

.8440 

.0740 

.0610 

.0130 

2.65 

.5150 

.0840 

0.67 

0.61 

0 

.8000 

.1180 

.0770 

.0410 

2.82 

.4850 

.0260 

1.18 

1.10 

10 

.8080 

.1260 

.0870 

.0800 

2.80 

.4600 

.0260 

2.80 

1.04 

11 

.8440 

.0080 

.0710 

.0270 

2.72 

.4500 

.0800 

1.76 

1.47 

12 

reservoir  to  the  filtration  area.    Each  sample  was  made  op  of  equal  portions  collected  each  half  hour. 
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CKemtcoZ  Examination  of  Sewage 

[ParU  par  100,000.] 


• 

z 

a 

a 

Date. 

Hour. 

Rate  of 
Klow. 

Gallons 

21  fioari. 

Temper- 
ature. 

Deg.  F. 

RK8IDCK  OV  EVAPOHATXOSr. 

TOTAL  BK8IDUK. 

L088 

ox  lonTios. 

ToUl. 

I>!8-       Sni- 
tolved.  pended. 

TotaL 

Dis- 
solved. 

R05- 

pended. 

1 

26772 

1899. 

Apr.  16 

7.31  to  7.61  A.ii. 

^ 

1 

22.40 

19.60 

2.90 

7.70 

6.60 

2.20 

2 

26773 

Apr.  16 

8.01  to  8.21  AM. 

- 

- 

21.00 

20.00 

1.00 

6.80 

6.80 

0.50 

8 

26774 

Apr.  16 

8.80  to  11.00  AJi. 

1,746,900 

46.6 

20.40 

20.20 

0.20 

7.80 

7.30 

0.00 

4 

26786 

Apr.  16 

11.80  A.M.  to  2.00p.if. 

1,781,200 

46.0 

28.40 

22.80 

1.10 

9.20 

8.80 

0.90 

6 

26786 

Apr.  16 

2.30  to  4.60  P.if. 

2,198,100 

46.2 

21.80 

21.00 

0.80 

7.00 

6.70 

0.30 

6 

26798 

Apr.  16 

7.28  to  7.48  AM. 

1,828,800 

46.0 

20.20 

19.80 

0.40 

6.00 

6.80 

0.20 

7 

26799 

Apr.  16 

7.68  to  8.18  ▲.!(. 

1,866,200 

46.1 

21.80 

20.10 

1.20 

8.10 

7.20 

0.90 

8 

26800 

Apr.  16 

8.30  to  11.00  ▲.«. 

1,686,900 

46.6 

20.30 

20.00 

0.80 

8.80 

8.60 

0.30 

9 

26801 

Apr.  16 

11.80A.M.to2.00p.x. 

1,639,600 

46.8 

20.60 

19.80 

0.70 

6.60 

6.40 

0.10 

10 

26809 

Apr.  16 

2.30  to  6.00  P.M 

1,608,900 

46.6 

26,40 

20.60 

6.80 

10.80 

7.80 

8.M 

11 

26S24 

Apr.  17 

7.80  to  7.60  A.M. 

2,095.800 

- 

20.40 

18.80 

2.10 

7.60 

7.80 

0.20 

12 

26826 

Apr.  17 

8.00  to  8.20  A.X. 

2,337,100 

- 

26.60 

19.00 

6.60 

10.70 

6.00 

4.70 

18 

26826 

Apr.  17 

8.30  to  11.00  A.M. 

2,008,800 

1 

21.60 

19.60 

2.00 

8.60 

8.60 

0.00 

14 

26841 

Apr.  17 

11. 30  A.M.  to  2. 00  P.M 

1,732,300 

1 

21.10 

19.60 

1.60 

7.10 

6.90 

0.30 

16 

26842 

Apr.  17 

2.30  to  6.00  P.M. 

1,746,700 

46.0 

21.00 

19.00 

2.00 

7.00 

6.70 

1.30 

10 

26861 

Apr.  18 

7.32  to  8.22  A.M. 

- 

44.5 

21.00 

19.50 

1.50 

7.70 

6.50 

1.20 

17 

26862 

Apr.  18 

8.30  to  10.80  A.M. 

- 

- 

20.60 

1 

20.20 

0.40 

1 
1 

6.70 

1 

6.60 

0.10 

Tbo  samples  were  collected  from  a  manhole  at  the  end  of  the  force  main  aa  the  aewage  was  dis* 
intervals.    The  first  samples  each  day  represent  sewage  which  has  remained  in  the  force  main  for  aboat 


Chemical  Examination  of  Effluent 


[Parts  per  100,000.] 


f 
iollection. 

Hour. 

Aptbabanck. 

1 

Odor. 

a 

Turbidity. 

Sediment. 

• 

Cold. 

HoL 

o 

a 

1 

1899. 

1 

26831 

April  17 

9.15  a.m. 

V.  Blight. 

V.  slight. 

.07 

Faintly  musty. 

DtBtinetly  musty  and 
disagreeable. 

2 

26832 

April  17 

10.00  am. 

V.  slight. 

V.  Blight. 

.10 

Faintly  muBty. 

DiBtinetly  musty  and 
disagreeable. 

3 

26833 

April  17 

11.00  a.m. 

V.  slight. 

V.  alight. 

.08 

Faintly  musty. 

Distinctly  musty  and 
disagreeable. 

4 

26834 

April  17 

12.00  M. 

V.  slight. 

V.  Blight. 

.07 

Faintly  musty. 

Distinctly  musty  and 
disagreeable. 

6 

26847 

April  17 

3.15  P.M. 

V.  Blight. 

V.  slight. 

.07 

DiBtlnctly  muaty. 

Distinctly  musty  and 
disagre^ble. 

The  samples  were  collected  from  the  main  underdrain  at 
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from,  the  FiUralion  Area  at  Natick. 

[ParU  p«r  100,000.] 


• 

Ammonia. 

Chlorine. 

NiTBOOKK  A8 

OXTOKM  COKSCMKD. 

ALBUMUfOIB. 

Nitrates. 

Kltrltes. 

Unflltered. 

Filtered. 

Fr€6» 

Total. 

Ois- 
tolred. 

Sus- 
pended. 

.2640 

.1160 

.0500 

.0660 

1 

2.78 

.8900 

.0660 

1.28 

0.80 

1 

.2720 

.1000 

.0520 

.0480 

2.78 

.8000 

.0260 

0.96 

0.78 

2 

.2600 

.0700 

.0480 

.0220 

2.60 

.5200 

.0280 

0.88 

0.60 

8 

.3620 

.0880 

.0720 

.0160 

2.80 

.6200 

.0860 

1.44 

1.02 

4 

.8020 

.0820 

.0680 

.0140 

1 

2.66 

'.4700 

.0860 

1.26 

1.10 

6 

.3120 

.1080 

.0680 

.0400 

2.74 

.8600 

.0600 

1.84 

1.26 

6 

.8200 

.1100 

.0680 

.0420 

2.76 

.8300 

.0600 

1.67 

1.28 

7 

.2160 

.0760 

.0500 

.0260 

2.70 

.4800 

.0400 

o.n 

0.01 

8 

.3040 

.0820 

.0660 

.0160 

2.88 

.4600 

.0840 

0.90 

0.77 

0 

.4000 

.2720 

.0780 

.1900 

2.85 

.1000 

.0620 

2.56 

0.93 

10 

.3360 

.0900 

.0550 

.0350 

2.80 

.3860 

.0700 

0^ 

0.04 

11 

.8200 

.6920 

.0610 

.5280 

2.72 

.8900 

.0600 

1.86 

0.61 

12 

.3200 

.1200 

.0400 

.0800 

2.62 

.4750 

.0860 

1.20 

0.70 

18 

.4160 

.1040 

.0740 

.0300 

2.88 

.4400 

.0260 

1.20 

0.86 

14 

.8840 

.1060 

.0760 

.0300 

2.87 

.4800 

.0840 

1.84 

1.44 

16 

.3280 

.1000 

.0520 

.0480 

2.76 

.3000 

.0440 

1.04 

0.74 

16 

.2720 

.0740 

.0470 

.0270 

2.70 

.4200 

.0800 

0.80 

0.58 

17 

eharged  upon  the  illter-bedi.    The  samplea  were  made  up  of  equal  portions  collected  at  frequent 
fourteen  hours. 


Jram  the  Natick  Filter-beds, 


[Parts  per  100,000.] 


1 

Ammovia. 

NlTSOOBH  AH 

1 

Residue  or 
Evapor 

• 

Albu- 
minoid. 

. 

o 
c 

1 

Nitrates. 

Nitrites. 

Oxygen 
Const 

i 

i 

18.20 

1 

1 

.0800 

.0125 

2.26 

.1850 

.0022 

.22 

4.6 

.0040 

1 

11.00 

.0800 

.0115 

2.24 

.2360 

.0026 

.21 

4.8 

.0080 

2 

18.80 

.0800 

1 

.0115 

2.20 

.2250 

.0024 

.22 

4.4 

.0030 

3 

18.60 

1       .0800 

.0115 

2.20 

.2150 

.0028 

.22 

4.4 

.0080 

4 

14.00 

.1060 

.0150 

2.25 

.1400 

.0024 

.17 

4.3 

.0030 

6 

its  oollet  while  newage  was  b«lng  applied  to  the  beds. 
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Dui-ing  the  past  two  yeara,  frequent  analyses  of  samples  of  sewage 
collected  from  the  end  of  the  force  main  where  it  flows  on  the  beds, 
and  of  the  effluent  have  been  made.  The  yearly  averages  of  these 
results  are  given  in  the  following  tables :  — 

Tearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  Sewage  fi"om  Natick. 
[Paru  ptr  lOD.ODO.] 
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Yearly  Averages  of  Chemical  Ejxmiinalions  of  Effluent  from  the  Underdrain  of 
the  Natick  Filter-beds. 
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The  purification  eflected,  as  indicated  by  the  free  and  alhumiDuid 
ammonia  and  the  oxygen  consumed,  in  the  sewage  and  effluent,  is 
shown  in  the  following  table.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  efficiency  of 
these  beds  is  not  so  great  as  those  at  Framingham.  It  will  be 
noticed,  however,  that  the  cfHuent  from  the  Natick  beds  is  very 
nearly  as  pure  as  the  effluent  from  the  Framingham  beds,  but  the 
sewage  applied  is  very  much  weaker. 

Purification  effected  by  the  Natick  FUters. 
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Few  regular  observations  of  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  have 
been  made.  During  the  special  investigations,  the  results  of  which 
are  given  in  the  preceding  tables,  the  temperature  of  the  sewage  was 
observed  at  the  end  of  the  main  sewer,  at  the  pumps  and  at  the  fil- 
tration area.  The  results  of  these  observations  are  given  in  the 
preceding  tables.  The  temperature  was  also  observed  during  a  very 
cold  period  in  February  of  1899,  when  it  was  found  that  the  tem- 
perature of  the  sewage  as  it  entered  the  receiving  reservoir  was  53°, 
while  the  temperature  as  it  flowed  out  upon  the  filter-beds  was  47°. 

The  effluent  from  the  filter-beds  is  discharged  into  Bannister 
Brook,  which  is  tributary  to  the  Sudbury  River  below  the  point 
where  water  is  taken  for  the  supply  of  the  Metropolitan  District. 
The  brook  at  this  point  has  a  water-shed  of  2.05  square  miles.  There 
is  no  population  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  filter-beds  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  brook  below  the  point  where  it  receives  the  efiluent, 
and  the  population  within  half  a  mile  of  the  filter  beds  is  only  about 
50.  Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  Bannister  Brook  below  the 
point  where  it  receives  the  effluent  from  the  Natick  and  Framingham 
filter-beds  are  given  on  page  619. 


North  Brookfield. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  5,093. 

North  Brookfield  is  situated  within  the  water-shed  of  the  Quaboag 
River.  A  large  proportion  of  the  population  is  situated  in  one  vil- 
lage, in  which  there  is  a  large  shoe  factory  employing  about  1,100 
persons.  The  sewerage  system  was  begun  in  1892,  and  at  first  the 
sewage  was  discharged  directly  into  a  brook  which  flowed  through 
the  village.  In  1893  the  main  sewer  was  extended  so  as  to  dis- 
charge the  sewage  by  gravity  upon  land  at  the  town  farm. 

The  town  is  provided  with  a  public  water  supply,  the  average 
daily  consumption  of  water  during  1898  being  155,000  gallons,  or 
about  30  gallons  per  capita.  The  total  length  of  sewers  in  use  at 
the  end  of  1898  was  1.41  miles,  and  there  were  23  houses  connected 
with  the  sewers,  besides  the  shoe  factory  already  mentioned. 

The  system  is  designed  to  carry  only  house  sewage,  but  some  water 
from  the  roofs  of  the  shoe  factory  is  also  discharged  into  the  system 
at  present.  Only  a  small  quantity  of  manufacturing  sewage,  which 
comes  from  the  vats  in  the  treeing  room  of  the  factory,  enters  the 
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A  measarement  of  the  flow  of  sewage  was  made  on  Sept.  8  and  9, 
1898,  at  which  time  it  was  found  that  there  was  a  daily  flow  of 
50,000  gallons,  a  maximum  rate  of  68,000  gallons  per  day  and  a 
minimum  rate  of  34,000  gallons  per  day.  The  high  tlow  during  the 
night  indicated  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  total  quantity  flowing 
during  the  day  was  from  leakage,  and  that  the  quantity  of  sewage 
proper  was  not  much  in  excess  of  16,000  gallons  per  day.  The 
temperature  of  the  sewage  varied  from  61°  during  the  minimum 
flow  at  night  to  63°  at  midday,  when  the  largest  quantity  of  sewage 
was  flowing. 

A  sample  of  sewage  composed  of  24  equal  portions  collected  hourly 
was  taken  for  analysis  at  the  same  time  the  measurement  was 
made,  and  the  results  are  shown  in  the  following  table :  — 


Chemical  Examinalion  of  Sewage  frvm  North  Brookfield, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 
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Chemical  ExamitKUion  of  Sewage  frotn  North  Brookjielcl  —  Concluded. 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 
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4.40 
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The  sample  wus  collected  from  the  sewer  as  it  entered  the  siphon  tank,  and  wajs  composed  of  34 
equal  porlious  collecifd  hourly. 

In  order  to  reach  the  disposal  area  it  is  necessary  for  the  sewer  to 
cross  the  valley  of  a  brook,  and  sewage  is  conveyed  across  this  val- 
ley by  means  of  an  inverted  siphon,  at  the  upper  end  of  which  i:J  a 
screen  chamber  and  siphon  tank.  The  screens  are  composed  of  iron 
bars  with  an  open  space  between  them  of  one  inch,  the  total  area 
of  the  screen  varying  from  nothing,  when  the  tank  is  empty,  to 
30  square  feet,  when  the  tank  is  full.     When  the  screens  become 
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clogged,  the  sewage  rises  and  flows  over  the  top  of  the  screens  into 
the  tank.  The  screens  are  cleaned  about  once  a  month  and  the 
screenings  removed  in  a  cart  to  the  town  farm,  where  they  are  used 
as  a  fertilizer.  The  total  amount  removed  during  the  year  is  said 
to  be  about  eight  ct^rtloads.  The  tank,  which  is  built  of  masonry, 
has  a  capacity  of  6,000  gallons.  The  tank  is  emptied,  when  full, 
through  a  siphon  which  operates  automatically,  discharging  its  con- 
tents into  the  inverted  siphon.  The  inverted  siphon  is  constructed 
of  cast-iron  pipe  10  inches  in  diameter  and  is  1,580  feet  in  length. 
At  the  lowest  point  in  the  siphon,  which  is  about  25  feet  below 
the  upper  end,  a  blow-off  is  provided  through  which  the  contents 
of  the  pipe  can  be  discharged  into  a  brook.  This  blow-off  is  opened 
about  four  times  a  year,  at  times  of  high  flow.  The  difference  in 
elevation  between  the  two  ends  of  the  siphon  is  3.75  feet. 

The  sewage  is  distributed  upon  sandy  land  belonging  to  the  town 
farm.  The  area  upon  which  the  sewage  is  applied  contains  about 
20^  acres,  its  average  elevation  above  the  brook  which  flows  near  it 
is  about  20  feet,  and  it  has  a  general  slope  toward  the  brook  of  about 
5  feet  in  100  feet.  The  surface  is  covered  with  soil  and  subsoil  to  a 
depth  of  about  2  feet,  none  of  which  has  been  removed.  The  character 
of  the  sand  beneath  this  subsoil,  as  indicated  by  analyses  of  samples 
collected  in  1893,  is  as  follows:  — 


NuMBEB  OF  Test  Pit. 

1. 

». 

8. 

4. 

5. 

•• 

7. 

Effective  size  (rollUmetert), 

0.138 

0.148 

0.182 

0.110 

0.116 

0.116 

0.148 

Uoiformity  coefllcieot, 

8.8 

8.2 

6.8 

4.8 

8.6 

6.1 

4.0 

Albuminoid  ammonia  (parts  per  100,000), . 

34.8 

9.0 

3.7 

2.9 

1.9 

8.6 

2.9 

The  sewage  is  distributed  over  the  area  from  the  carrier  which  is 
laid  along  the  highest  portion  of  the  area.  During  the  year  1898  grass 
was  raised  on  about  17  acres  of  the  area  and  corn  upon  J;he  remain- 
der. The  land  is  said  to  absorb  the  sewage  without  any  difficulty 
daring  the  summer  months,*  but  during  the  winter,  when  the  surface 
of  the  ground  is  frozen,  much  of  the  sewage  finds  its  way  over  the 
slopes  into  the  brook  without  purification. 

The  brook  opposite  the  disposal  area  has  a  water-shed  of  1.2  square 
miles,  and  at  a  point  below  the  disposal  area  it  has  a  water-shed  of 
1.7  square  miles.     It  flows  for  about  3.5  miles  through  practically 
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unpopulated  territory  and  empties  into  the  Quaboag  River.  The 
land  upon  which  the  sewage  is  discharged  is  naturally  very  poor, 
but  it  is  said  that  the  amount  of  hay  obtained  from  it  since  the 
sewage  has  been  applied  is  more  than  double  the  amount  which  was 
obtained  previously.  The  crop  of  corn  has  also  been  very  satisfao 
tory,  the  amounts  obtained  being  increased  25  per  cent,  by  the 
application  of  the  sewage.  The  population  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
area  is  very  small.  There  are  six  dwelling-houses  within  a  radios 
of  half  a  mile,  and  the  total  population  within  this  distance  is  about 
40,  including  the  persons  living  at  the  town  farm. 

Spencer. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  6,934. 

The  town  of  Spencer  is  situated  largely  within  the  water-shed  of 
the  Quaboag  River.  The  greater  part  of  the  population  of  the  town 
is  contained  in  the  village  of  Spencer,  in  which  there  are  several 
shoe  factories. 

A  public  water  supply  was  introduced  into  the  town  in  1883  and 
is  now  in  general  use  in  the  village  of  Spencer,  but  no  records  are 
kept  of  the  quantity  of  water  used. 

The  construction  of  the  sewerage  system  was  begun  in  1883,  the 
sewage  being  discharged  directly  into  the  Seven  Mile  River,  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  Quahoag  River,  from  two  sewer  outlets,  one  of 
which  serves  only  a  small  population.  Works  for  purifying  the 
sewage  formerly  discharged  into  the  river  from  the  principal  outlet 
were  constructed  in  1897.  Previous  to  the  construction  of  the  sew- 
age-disposal works,  the  system  received  a  considerable  quantity  of 
storm  water  through  catch  bjisins  in  some  of  the  principal  streets, 
but  it  is  said  that  all  of  these  basins  have  now  been  disconnected  and 
the  sewers  receive  only  a  limited  quantity  of  water  from  roofs  and 
cellars  in  addition  to  the  house  sewage  and  leakage.  No  under- 
drains  have  been  built  beneath  the  sewers. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1898  the  principal  sewer  system  consi>ted 
of  9.5  miles  of  sewers,  with  which  there  were  about  480  conneclioDS. 
Very  little  information  is  availai)Ie  as  to  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing 
in  the  main  sewer.  Two  measurements,  each  of  which  extended  over 
a  period  of  twenty-four  hours,  have  been  made  by  the  engineers  of  the 
Board  :  the  first  on  June  14  and  15,  1898,  when  the  flow  was  found 
to  be  374,000  gallons  per  day,  and  the  second  on  August  3  and  4, 
1899,  when  the  flow  was  371,000  gallons  per  day.     These  measure- 
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ments  probably  represent  about  the  average  flow  during  the  year. 
The  minimum  rate  of  flow  during  the  first  measurement  was  281,000 
gallons  per  day,  at  4  a.m.,  and  the  maximum  rate,  506,000  gallons, 
at  12.30  P.M.  The  minimum  rate  during  the  second  measurement 
was  292,000  gallons  per  day  at  1  a.m.,  and  the  maximum,  460,000 
gallons  at  7.30  a  m.  and  11.30  a.m.  The  average  daily  flow,  372,000 
gallons,  is  equivalent  to  a  flow  of  54  gallons  per  capita,  827  gallons 
per  connection  and  39,200  gallons  per  mile  of  sewers.  It  is  probable 
that  the  flow  during  wet  weather  is  very  large,  and  several  storm 
overflows  have  been  placed  on  the  main  sewer  line. 

The  filtration  area  is  located  beside  the  Seven  Mile  River,  about 
half  a  mile  below  the  point  where  sewage  was  formerly  discharged 
directly  into  the  stream.  In  constructing  the  main  sewer  from  the 
town  to  the  filtration  area  it  was  found  desirable  to  lay  the  pipe  below 
the  hydraulic  grade  line,  ai^d  at  this  place  an  inverted  siphon  was  con- 
structed of  iron  pipe.  At  the  beginning  of  tjie  inverted  siphon 
there  is  a  screen  chamber  containing  screens  of  flat  bars  of  wrought 
iron  having  an  open  space  between  them  of  |  of  an  inch.  The 
total  screen  area  is  64  square  feet,  and  the  screens  are  so  arranged 
that  when  they  are  clean  the  sewage  flows  through  the  bottom,  but 
as  they  become  clogged  the  sewage  is  backed  up  in  the  screen 
chamber,  until  finally,  if  the  clogging  material  is  not  removed,  the 
sewage  backs  up  so  as  to  flow  over  a  dam  in  a  diverting  manhole 
just  back  of  the  screen  chamber,  from  which  it  flows  through  the 
former  sewer  outlet  into  the  Seven  Mile  River.  The  screens  are 
ordinarily  cleaned  twice  a  day,  the  material  removed  being  com- 
posted, but  it  frequently  happens  that  the  screens  become  suflSciently 
clogged  before  they  are  cleaned  to  cause  the  sewage  to  overflow  into 
the  river. 

From  the  screen  chamber  the  sewage  enters  the  inverted  siphon, 
which  is  constructed  of  cast-iron  pipe  12  inches  in  diameter,  the 
total  length  being  3,127  feet.  The  difierence  in  elevation  between 
the  two  ends  is  16.8  feet,  and  there  are  two  depressions  at  the 
lowest  points  in  which  blow-offs  have  been  constructed,  through 
which  sewage  can  be  discharged  on  special  beds  which  have  been 
prepared  for  the  purpose.  The  blow-off's  are  said  to  be  used  fre- 
quently. 

The  filtration  area  is  located  about  a  mile  below  the  village  of 
Spencer  and  near  the  line  between  Spencer  and  Brookfield.  The  total 
area  of  land  owned  by  the  town  for  filtration  purposes  is  22.26  acres. 
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On  this  area  12  beds  have  been  prepared,  having  a  combined  area  of 
9.31  acres,  or  an  average  area  of  0.78  of  an  acre.  The  largest  bed 
has  an  area  of  0.99  of  an  acre,  while  the  smallest  bed  has  an  area  of 
0.31  of  an  acre.  The  original  contour  of  the  area  was  very  uneven, 
consisting  of  gravel  knolls  with  some  low  swampy  places  in  which 
the  material  was  not  suitable  for  filtration  purposes.  The  beds  were 
prepared  by  removing  all  of  the  soil  and  subsoil  and  using  the 
gravelly  material  of  which  the  knolls  were  composed  for  the  con- 
struction of  beds  in  the  low  places.  The  soil  is  very  coarse  and 
porous,  and  no  general  system  of  underdrainage  has  been  provided. 
In  three  of  the  beds,  situated  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  field,  the 
ground-water  level  was  quite  near  the  surface,  and  these  beds  have 
been  underdrained  by  lines  of  pipe  placed  about  60  feet  apart  at  a 
depth  of  6  feet  beneath  the  surface. 

The  character  of  the  filtering  material  in  each  of  the  beds  has  been 
determined  by  analyses  of  samples  collected  at  different  depths.  The 
averages  of  the  results  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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1 
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Sewage  is  discharged  on  the  beds  from  manholes  at  the  corners, 
from  which  it  is  conveyed  through  ditches  constructed  at  the  foot  of 
the  inside  slopes  of  the  embankments  between  the  beds  and  discharged 
at  various  points  along  the  edges  of  the  beds.  The  method  of  oper- 
ating the  beds  is  ordinarily  to  allow  the  entire  flow  of  sewage  during 
the  morning  to  be  discharged  on  one  bed  ;  in  the  afternoon  the  flow 
is  diverted  to  a  second  bed,  while  the  night  flow  is  discharged  upon 
a  third  l)ed.  The  beds  are  used  in  rotation,  so  that  they  receive 
sewage  once  in  four  days.  The  amount  of  sewage  purified  per  acre 
on  three  beds,  at  the  time  the  measurements  of  flow  were  made,  was 
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40,000  gallons  per  day.  At  times  of  high  flow  the  rate  is  consider- 
ably more  than  this,  but  the  capacity  of  the  beds  has  never  been 
reached.  The  soil  is  so  porous,  that  certain  portions  of  the  beds  do 
not  ordinarily  receive  any  sewage,  although  the  sewage  is  discharged 
at  several  points.  The  beds  are  raked  only  twice  each  year,  but 
crops  are  raised  on  some  of  them  and  those  beds  are  hoed  occasionally. 
The  material  is  so  coarse  that  no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  dispos- 
ing of  the  sewage  in  winter. 

At  the  time  that  the  measurement  of  flow  was  made  in  1898, 
samples  of  sewage  were  collected  for  analysis  at  frequent  intervals 
during  the  day.  The  results  of  these  analyses  are  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing table :  — 


Chemical  Examination  of  Sewage  from  Spencer, 

[Parts  per  100,000.] 


2 

8 

o 

Hi 


23MI 
23502 
83603 
23504 
28505 
23500 
23507 
23508 
23585 
23580 
23587 
28588 


Dftt«. 


ISftS. 

Juoe  14 

Jane  14 
Jane  14 
Jnne  14 
June  14 
Jane  14 
Jane  14 
Jane  15 
June  16 
Jane  16 
Jane  16 
Jane  16 


Honr. 


Rate  of 
Flow. 

Gallons 

per 
24  lloors. 


12.00  and  1.00  P.M. 

2.00  and  3.00  p.m. 

4.00  and  6.00  p.ii. 

0.00  and  7.00  P.M. 

8.00  and  0.00  p.m. 
10.00  and  11.00  p.m. 
12.00  and   1.00  a.m. 

2.00  and  8.00  a.m. 

4.00  and  6.00  a.m. 

0.00  and  7.00  a.m. 

8.00  and  0.00  a.m. 
10.00  and  11.00  a.m. 


Average, 


482,800 
447,800 
442,000 
895,000 
800,700 
837,200 
200,500 
884,700 
284,200 
808,000 
421,800 
367,900 

878,000 


Temper- 
ature. 

Deg.  F. 


02 
01 
01 
01 
00 
00 
00 
69 
59 
59 
59 
67 


BB8IDDB  ON  KVAPOBATIOir. 


TOTAL  BMII>CK. 

Total. 

Dlt- 
solved. 

8ns- 
peiided 

28.10 

19.70 

8.40'' 

37.10 

24.80 

12.80  "^ 

29.40 

29.40 

0.00< 

21.60 

17.90 

3.00. 

24.60 

18.40 

0.10 

21.00 

16.60 

6.60' 

18.40 

12.60 

0.90 

18.20 

12.90 

0.80^ 

12.20 

12.00 

0.20 

15.00 

18.90 

1.10 

89.80 

19.40 

10.40 

44.90 

25.00 

19.90 

25.80 

19.10 

0.20 

1 

LOSS  OV  lOMITIDV. 


Total. 


Dis- 
solved. 


8as- 
peiided. 


18.00 

6.40 

80.80 

8.90 

4.70 

4.70 

7.50 

4.00 

10.00 

4.70 

9.00 

4.00 

2.00 

2.00 

8.10 

2.80 

8.00 

2.80 

8.80 

2.80 

16.10 

0.40 

25.80 

7.60 

10.40 

4.90 

7.00 
11.90 
0.00 
8.60 
5.80 
5.00 
0.00 
0.80 
0.20 
0.60 
8.70 
17.80 

6.60 
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CHemieai  ExambiaUoH  t^Beuagefiom  Bftnour—  Ocmoloded. 

[FwtnparlOtilOOO.] 


▲mniiu.                        1 

Cktatea. 

HRWMBV  AS 

Qnpw  OoviDHO. 

»• 

nw. 

ALBOMnOID. 

jntfBtM. 

HItlllM* 

UnflltendL 

1 

TMO. 

IMk 

MK¥Mi* 

pffnOBO* 

immi 

yy' 

\,' 

l..-^ 

Mil 

fl.l000 

jm»i 

•noo 

.SMO 

4.M 

.MM 

.OOM 

%Ak 

1.01 

flHti 

fl.OOOO'^ 

•oaoo^ 

•MOO 

.1000 

4.tr 

•OOM 

.OOM 

4.a^ 

1.10 

flHti 

fl.O00O^ 

.4ioq^ 

.1100 

•MOO 

U.10 

.OOM 

•OOM 

1.01 

i.n 

MMi 

i.ooor 

.SMO- 

.1400 

.0000 

4.M 

.MM 

.OOM 

1.10-" 

1.11 

suoi 

1.0100^ 

.3000*' 

.1000 

.1100 

9.07 

.OOM 

.OOM 

1.14 -^ 

i.« 

flHti 

1.1000^ 

•sooo- 

.1000 

.1000 

1.M 

.OOM 

•OOM 

1.01  *~ 

1.S 

iNflr 

0.6000^ 

.1100- 

.0000 

.OMO 

1.M 

UMM 

.OlM 

0.04^ 

0.M 

flUii 

0.fllOO^ 

.OIM'^ 

.0000 

.OlM 

1.M 

.IMO 

.OlM 

0.40-^ 

0.41 

flIUI 

0.1M0^ 

.0000  *" 

•OtM 

.OMO 

1.M 

.UM 

•OlM 

0.M»^ 

OJI 

flH« 

O-fOOOi- 

.1100- 

.0000 

•OOM 

0.01 

.04M 

.OMO 

O.M  / 

0.14 

mtr 

2.0000" 

.0000" 

•ITOO 

.4IM 

O.M 

.OOM 

•OOM 

o.mK 

i.n 

flIUI 

S.M0O^ 

.OMO 

.noo 

.MM 

0.M 

•MIO 

.OOM 

•.n^ 

2.01 

At... 

l.UflO 

.0100 

.1700 

.10M 

4.M 

•OMO 

.OOM 

1.84 

1.M 

TIm  MUBplM  w«n  oollaotwl  m  the  Mwage  flowed  out  apon  Um  flltor-bedi.   Xach  Munpla  wm 
pond  of  2  equal  portlose  ooUeeted  hourly. 


Analyses  of  samples  of  sewage  and  of  efflaent  from  the  three  beds 
which  are  underdrained  have  been  made  frequently  during  the  year 
1898,  the  average  results  of  which  are  given  in  the  following  tables :  — 


Average  of  Chemical  Examinations  of  Sewage  from  Spencer, 

[Parti  per  100,000.] 


RBSIDCB  on  EVAPOBATIOSr. 

Ammovia. 

1 

NnaooBV 

A8 

Ozren 
Concxi»> 

TOTAL  KBBIbUB. 

LOSS  OM  lOMITIOK. 

Free. 

ALBCMIVOID. 

1 

• 

Unflltcrcd. 

i 

H 

4| 

1 

*l 

fi 

*& 

1 

4 

^1 
"1 

»4 

IMS 

28.47 

18.07 

0.50 

14.44 

6.24 

8.20 

1.4520 

.4008 

.2817 

.UM 

4.05 

i.0l68 

.OlM 

2.84 

1.61 

The  aamplea  were  collected  as  the  aewage  flowed  out  apon  the  fllter*beda. 
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Average  of  Chemical  Examinaliotu  of  Effluent  from  the  Sewage  Filtration  Area 

at  Spencer. 

[Parte  per  100,000.] 


d 
§1 

11 

AXMOMIA. 

Chlorine. 

NiTROOBM  Af 

OXTQBir  COMBUIIKD. 

Tbak. 

Free. 

Albn. 
mluold. 

Nitntea. 

Nitrttea. 

Unflltered. 

Filtered. 

1898,    . 

18.77 

.2089 

.0411 

3.19 

.9818 

.0811 

.45 

- 

The  aamplea  were  eoUeeted  from  the  nnderdrmln  beneath  bed  "  J.** 

The  purification  effected,  as  indicated  by  the  amount  of  free  and 
albuminoid  ammonia  and  oxygen  consumed  in  the  sewage  and  efflu- 
ent, is  shown  in  the  following  table.  The  underdrains  receive  but 
little  ground  water,  so  that  the  samples  collected  from  the  underdrains 
represent  sewage  effluent  diluted  with  but  little  ground  water. 

Purification  effected  by  the  Sewage  Fillers  at  Spencer, 

[ParU  per  100,000.] 


Fhik  Ammokia. 

Total  Albominoid 
Ammonia. 

OxTGBN  CoarauxBD. 

Tkab. 

Sewage. 

Effluent. 

Per 

Cent,  re- 
moved   i 

Sewage. 

Efflaent. 

Per 

Cent,  re- 
moved. 

Sewage. 

1      Per 
Effluent.  Cent  re- 
moved. 

1898,  . 

1.4629 

.2889 

81.8 

.4908 

.0411 

91.8 

2.84 

1 

.45 

84.2 

A  crop  of  corn  has  been  raised  on  some  of  the  beds,  but  the  crops 
have  not  been  a  success,  as  the  quantity  of  sewage  received  has  not 
been  sufficient  in  dry  weather  to  properly  irrigate  the  corn.  The 
cost  of  maintaining  the  beds  during  1898  was  $890.43,  while  the 
amount  received  from  the  sale  of  the  corn  was  $40.72,  making  the 
net  cost  of  operation  $849.71. 

The  effluent  finds  its  way  into  the  Seven  Mile  River,  which  has  a 
water-shed  at  this  point  of  38  square  miles.  There  is  a  population 
of  about  45  within  half  a  mile  of  the  filtration  area. 


Westborough. 

Estimated  population  in  1898,  5,259. 

The  town  of  Westborough  is  situated  within  the  water-sheds  of 
the  Sudbury  and  Assabet  rivers,  the  principal  part  of  the  thickly 
built  up  portion  of  the  town  being  within  the  water-shed  of  the  Sud- 
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bury  River  above  the  point  where  water  is  taken  for  the  supply  of 
the  Metropolitan  District. 

The  principal  manufacturing  establishments  are  shoe  factories  and 
straw  factories,  the  former  discharging  very  little  sewage,  while  the 
latter  discharge  a  considerable  quantity  of  spent  dyes  into  the  sewers. 
The  town  is  provided  with  a  public  water  supply,  which  was  intro- 
duced in  1879,  and  water  from  the  public  works  is  now  very  gener- 
ally used  throughout  the  village  of  Westborough. 

The  sewerage  system  was  constructed  in  1892,  a  portion  of  the 
cost  of  construction  being  paid  by  the  city  of  Boston,  in  considera- 
tion of  removing  the  sewage  from  the  water-shed  of  the  Sudbury 
River.  Sewage  is  collected  in  pipe  sewers  and  conveyed  in  a  main 
sewer  15  inches  in  diameter  and  about  1.7  miles  in  length  to  the 
filtration  area  in  the  valley  of  the  Assabet  River.  The  system  is 
designed  to  receive  sewage  only,  but  a  few  cellars  have  been  con- 
nected with  the  sewers  in  a  wet  district. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  1898,  5.4  miles  of  sewers,  including  the 
main  sewer,  had  been  constructed,  and  there  were  194  connections 
with  the  sewer  system,  which  may  be  roughly  classified  as  follows  :  — 

Residences, 149 

Business  blocks, 28 

Factories, 9 

Hotels 4 

Miscelliineous, 4 

Total  connections, 194 

No  records  are  kept  of  the  quantity  of  sewage  flowing  in  the 
sewers,  but  several  measurements  have  been  made  by  the  engineers 
of  the  Board,  the  results  of  which  indicate  that  there  is  a  great 
variation  in  the  flow  throughout  the  year.  The  results  of  occasional 
measurements  which  have  been  made  of  the  flow  from  the  main 
sewer  at  the  filtration  area  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Datb. 

1 

Day  of  Week. 

Hour. 

Rate  of  Flow 

((talloDi 
per  24  ilouri). 

April  1,  1898 

July  15,  1898, 

Oct.    10,  IS98 

Oct.   26,  1898, 

Nov.    1,  1898 

April  3,  1H99 

April  4,  1890, 

Friday,        .        .        .        . 

Friday 

Monday,      .... 

Wedrjfuday, 

Tiu'Hday,    .... 

MoDday,      .... 

Tuesday,    .... 

12  m. 
12  m.  and  3  p.m. 

10.30  AM. 

10-11  A.M. 

12.30  P  M. 

4.30  P.M. 

9  A  M. 

1.30  pm. 
6.30  P.M. 

717,000 
260,000 
405,000 
708,000 
752,000 
632,000 
625,000 
653.000 
719,000 
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The  main  sewer  from  the  town  to  the  filtration  area  was  constracted 
through  land  which  was  very  wet  and  there  is  a  large  amoant  of 
leakage  into  the  sewer,  especially  when  the  level  of  the  groand 
water  is  high.  Measurements  were  made  April  3  and  4,  1899,  of  the 
Sow  at  different  points  in  this  sewer,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  leakage  in  the  various  sections.  It  was  found  that  in  3,010  feet 
of  the  15-inch  sewer  the  leakage  was  at  the  rate  of  611,000  gallons 
per  day,  or  1,072,000  gallons  per  day  per  mile  of  sewer. 

The  filtration  area  is  located  near  the  Assabet  River,  about  a  mile 
north-west  of  the  central  portion  of  the  village  of  Westborough. 
The  sewage  is  received  at  the  filtration  area  in  a  screen  chamber, 
where  it  is  passed  through  screens  of  diamond  mesh  having  an  area 
of  40  square  feet,  and  through  two  small  tanks  having  a  combined 
capacity  of  675  gallons.  In  order  to  clean  the  screens  it  is  necessary 
to  remove  them.  The  solid  matter  which  accumulates  in  the  tanks 
is  discharged  in  a  sludge  pit  near  the  screen  chamber,  where  it  is 
allowed  to  dry  and  is  then  removed  and  composted.  During  the 
winter  and  spring  the  screens  are  removed  and  the  tanks  are  not 
emptied,  so  that  everything  received  from  the  sewers  is  discharged 
on  the  beds. 

From  the  tanks  the  sewage  is  discharged  upon  four  prepared  fil- 
ter-beds and  into  a  large  hole  which  has  been  formed  by  excavating 
material  for  the  construction  of  the  filter-beds.  The  filter-beds  have 
a  combined  area  of  3.9  acres,  and  the  pit  an  area  of  0.33  of  an  acre. 
Two  of  the  filter-beds  were  prepared  to  receive  sewage  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  soil  and  subsoil  and  the  addition  of  from  1  to  3  feet  of 
gravel.  The  material  beneath  the  subsoil  was  very  fine  and  almost 
impervious  to  water,  but  the  material  placed  on  the  surface  of  the 
beds  was  coarse  and  porous.  These  beds  are  underdrained  by  two 
lines  of  pipe  laid  75  feet  apart.  The  other  two  beds  were  constructed 
of  material  found  in  the  vicinity,  most  of  which  was  very  fine.  These 
beds  are  underdrained  by  lines  of  pipe  50  feet  apart,  laid  at  depths 
of  from  3  to  5  feet  beneath  the  surface.  The  pit  into  which  sewage 
is  discharged  was  formed  by  removing  the  material  for  the  two  filter 
beds  last  described.  This  pit  is  usually  kept  nearly  full  of  sewage, 
the  sewage  standing  sometimes  at  a  depth  of  6  feet. 

During  the  winter  the  beds  receive  very  little  attention,  and  at 
times  of  high  flow  the  sewage  stands  on  the  beds  for  long  periods. 
[t  is  said  that  much  unpurified  sewage  has  been  discharged  into  the 
Assabet  River  at  times  of  high  flow. 
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Considerable  trouble  has  been  experienced  from  the  growth  of  the 
fungus  Iqptomitus  in  the  main  sewer.  This  organism  grows  on  the 
inside  of  the  pipes,  and  has  been  present  in  such  quantities  that  at 
times  the  sewer  has  been  clogged,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  scrape 
the  growth  from  the  inside  of  the  sewer.  The  organism  is  foand 
only  in  the  portion  of  the  sewer  in  which  the  leakage  occurs  and  is 
not  found  in  other  parts  of  the  system  above  this  portion,  and  its 
growth  appears  to  be  in  some  way  associated  with  the  presence  of 
the  large  quantity  of  ground  water  which  enters  the  sewer  between 
the  town  and  the  filtration  area.  When  the  flow  of  sewage  is  in- 
creased, large  masses  of  this  fungus  are  detached  from  the  pipes 
and  carried  to  the  filter-beds.  During  the  winter  and  spring  the 
sewage  is  not  screened,  and  at  such  times  the  organism  tends  to 
clog  the  surfaces  of  the  filters. 

The  efiiuent  and  the  unpurified  sewage  are  discharged  into  the 
Assabet  River,  which  has  a  water-shed  at  this  point  of  9.1  square 
miles.  There  is  no  population  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
filter-beds  or  of  the  river  below  the  filter-beds.  There  is  a  popak- 
tion  within  half  a  mile  of  the  filtration  area  of  about  35. 

Works  are  now  (1899)  in  process  of  construction  which  will  pro- 
vide for  the  proper  purification  of  the  sewage  of  Westborough.  Fire 
new  filter-beds  are  being  constructed,  having  a  combined  area  of 
about  3  acres,  and  two  of  the  old  beds  are  being  reconstructed  with 
suitable  material  properly  underdrained.  A  section  of  the  main  sewer 
in  which  the  largest  leakage  occurred  is  being  replaced  by  iron  pipe. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


e  following  report  embraces  the  operations  of  the  Board  under 
irovisions  of  the  food  and  drug  acts  of  1882,  and  of  such  amend- 
s  as  have  been  enacted  since  that  time. 

.rlier  investigations  made  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
)g  shown  that  a  very  considerable  ratio  of  certain  articles  of 

and  of  drugs  in  common  use  was  found  to  be  adulterated,  the 
)t  1882  was  enacted  for  the  protection  of  the  community.  One 
le  results  of  this  investigation  was  the  proof  that  the  adultera- 

in  common  use  were  mainly  of  a  commercial  and  not  of  a 
iful  character.     The  staple  articles  of  food,  including  the  prin- 

cereals,  with  sugar,  and  very  many  other  useful  and  nutritious 
3  of  food  are  almost  never  adulterated,  so  that  the  actual  ratio 
lulteration  is  limited  to  a  minor  portion  of  the  food  supply. 
le  public  is  often  led  to  believe  the  contrary  by  means  of 
aing  and  sensational  statements  in  the  newspapers,  such  as  have 
itly  appeared,  but  actual  inspection  does  not  confirm  these 
ments.  For  example,  a  recent  statement  circulated  through- 
he  country  affirmed  that  wheat  flour  was  being  largely  adulter- 

and  in  many  instances  by  injurious  substances.  A  collection 
any  samples  of  flour  from  different  parts  of  the  State  was  made 
le  inspectors,  the  result  of  which  showed,  on  examination,  that 
five  samples  consisted  of  anything  except  pure  wheat  flour,  and 
lese  instances  the  addition  consisted  of  a  small  quantity  only 
)rn  meal. 

le  value  of  the  food  supply  of  a  State,  however,  is  so  great  as  to 
ant  a  continuous  watch  over  its  quality,  since  the  few  articles 
h  are  liable  to  adulteration  are  of  sufficient  consequence  and 
3  to  require  constant  supervision  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
aud.  New  and  ingenious  methods  of  adulteration  frequently 
3  their  appearance  and  demand  the  exercise  of  watchfulness  on 
)art  of  the  officials  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law. 
le  actual  cost  of  the  food  supply  of  the  population  may  be  de- 
ined  approximately  by  observation  among  different  classes  of 
►le.  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  in  an  article  by  Prof. 
0.  Atwater  (Report  of  1886,  page  323)  states  the  average  cost 
le  daily  ration,  by  observation  of  very  many  dietaries  of  per- 
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sons  of  different  occupations,  at  twenty-five  cents.  This  does  not 
include  luxuries,  but  the  common  forms  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food  necessary  for  the  support  of  life  in  a  healthy  condition. 

The  daily  ration  of  two  and  one-half  millions  of  people  upon  this 
basis  would  be  worth  $625,000,  and  the  yearly  cost  $228,125,000. 
If  only  one-fourth  of  this  amount  represents  the  value  of  the  articles 
which  are  liable  to  adulteration,  the  comparatively  small  sum  which 
the  State  annually  appropriates  for  the  work  of  careful  inspection 
constitutes  a  good  investment. 

The  articles  most  liable  to  adulteration  are  milk,  butter,  spices, 
coffee,  syrups  and  molasses,  cream  of  tartar,  honey,  vinegar,  jellies 
and  jams,  olive  oil,  and  certain  kinds  of  canned  goods. 

The  force  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose of  food  and  drug  inspection  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 
1898,  was  as  follows  :  — 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Worcbstbh,* Ancdyst, 

Prof.  C.  A.  GOESSMANN, Analyst, 

Albert  £.  Leach,  S.B., AsHstarU  Anaiyri. 

Hermann  C.  Ltthoob,  S.B., Assistani  Anab/d, 

John  F.  McCaffret, Inspector. 

John  H.  Terry Inspector. 

Horace  F.  Davis, Inspector, 

Thomas  O.  Allen, Inspector. 

The  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during  the 
year  is  shown  in  the  following  summary :  — 

Number  of  samples  of  milk  examined, 6,247 

Number  of  samples  above  standard, 4,307 

Number  of  samples  below  standard, 1,940 

Percentage  of  adulteration  or  deficiency, 31.1 

Number  of  samples  of  other  kinds  of  food  (not  milk),        .        .  3,788 

Number  of  samples  above  standard, 3,288 

Number  of  samples  below  standard, 500 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 13.4 

Number  of  samples  of  drugs  examined, 812 

Number  of  samples  of  good  quality, 531 

Number  of  samples  adulterated,  as  defined  by  the  statutes,         .  281 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 84.6 

Total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined,        .        .  10,797 

Total  number  found  to  be  of  good  quality, 8,076 

Total  number  not  conforming  to  the  statutes,       ....  2,721 

Percentage  of  adulteration, 25.2 

•  Died  October,  1898. 
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The  accompanying  diagram  shows  the  yearly  number  of  samples 
analyzed  and  the  cost  per  sample. 
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Notices, 

The  following  lists  present  the  names  of  the  cities  and  towns  to 
which  notices  were  issued  relating  to  the  adulteration  of  different 
kinds  of  fpod  and  drugs  during  the  year  ended  Sept.  30,  1898  : — ; 

Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated  Milk, 


Arlington, 1 

Attleboroagh, 5 

Beverlj, 1 

Boston, 1 

Brockton, 6 

Brookline,  • 3 

Cambridge, 10 

Chelsea, 22 

Clinton, 3 

Dedham, 2 

FallRiyer, 2 

Fitchburg, 1 

Gloacester, 5 

Hayerhill, 3 

Holyoke, 1 

Hudson, 1 

Hull, 2 

Hyde  Park, 6 

Lawrence, 1 

Lowell, 2 

Maiden, 4 

Marblehead, 2 

Marlborough, 4 


Marshfield, 
Nantucket, 
Natick,     . 
New  Bedford, 
Newton,  . 
Orange,   . 
Peabody, . 
Plymouth, 
Provincetown» 
Quincy,    . 
Revere,    . 
Salem,     . 
Someryille, 
Stoughton, 
Wakefield, 
Waltham, 
Watertown, 
Winthrop, 
Woburn, . 
Worcester, 

Total. 


1 
1 
2 
3 
6 
1 
1 
8 
1 
4 
7 
6 
8 
3 
1 
1 
3 
2 
4 
11 

156 


Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  Adulterated  Articles  of 

Food  other  than  Milk. 


Abington, 1 

Boston, 41 

Brookline, 1 

Cambridge, 8 

Chelsea, 2 

Chicopee, 8 

Dudley, 2 

Everett, 2 

Fall  River, 8 

Fitchburg, 1 

Haverhill, 1 

Hingham, 1 

Lowell, 6 


Maiden,   . 

Montague, 

Needham, 

New  Bedford, 

Somerville, 

Springfield, 

Stoneham, 

Walpole, . 

Webster, . 

Wrentham, 

Worcester, 

Total, 


1 
4 
1 
7 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
4 

92 
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Cities  and  Towns  to  which  Notices  were  sent  on  Account  of  AduUercUed  Drugs, 


Amesbury,      .        .        .        .        .  1 

Attleborough, 1 

Boston, 7 

Chelsea, 2 

Fall  River, 1 

Fitchburg, 1 

Haverhill, 1 

Lowell, 2 


Medford, 
Middleborough, 
Onset, 
Orange,   . 
Somerville, 
Woburn, . 


Total, 


22 


The  milk  supply  of  the  State  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  con- 
stituents of  its  general  food  supply.  An  expenditure  of  two  cents 
each  day  per  capita  for  milk  amounts  to  about  nineteen  million  dol- 
lars per  year  for  the  present  population.  For  the  supervision  of 
this  supply  three  sets  of  officials  are  provided  by  the  statutes,  — 
the  inspectors  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  Dairy  Bureau,  and 
the  local  milk  inspectors  of  cities  and  towns. 

The  work  of  local  inspectors  has  undergone  considerable  im- 
provement in  late  years,  partly  stimulated,  no  doubt,  by  the  occa- 
sional visits  of  the  State  officials.  Greater  pains  have  been  taken 
by  the  local  authorities  to  select  men  for  this  office  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  methods  of  milk  inspection  and  analysis.  In  the  city 
of  Boston  the  office  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  local  board  of 
health,  and  it  seems  entirely  proper  that  a  similar  provision  of  law 
should  apply  to  other  cities.  The  law  relating  to  towns  (not  cities) 
is  not  obligatory,  but  in  a  few  instances  milk  inspectors  have  been 
appointed  in  large  towns  in  the  metropolitan  district. 

Two  questions  in  connection  with  the  subject  of  milk  adulteration 
frequently  present  themselves  in  the  course  of  the  milk  inspection 
of  large  cities  and  towns,  —  the  addition  of  coloring  matter  and  the 
use  of  preservatives. 

With  reference  to  the  propriety  of  treating  the  former  of  these 
subjects,  the  addition  of  coloring  matter,  as  a  distinct  form  of  adul- 
teration, in  which  the  motive  for  its  use  is  usually  a  fraudulent  one, 
there  can  be  little  doubt ;  and  the  officials  of  the  Board  have  been 
instructed  to  use  every  possible  means  to  suppress  the  practice. 
Attention  is  called  to  further  statements  of  the  analyst  in  the 
present  report,  having  reference  to  the  question  of  the  methods 
of  detecting  the  presence  of  added  coloring  matter. 


684  STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

With  reference  to  the  use  of  preservatives  in  milk,  the  present 
statute  docs  not  admit  of  any  discretion,  since  any  such  addition 
constitutes  **a  foreign  substance"  under  the  provisions  of  Public 
Statutes,  chapter  57,  section  5,  and  the  later  amendments  of  the 
same  statute. 

The  further  question,  whether  additions  of  such  preservatives  as 
boracic  acid,  borax,  bicarbonate  of  soda,  salicylic  acid,  formaldehyde 
or  other  similar  substances  in  such  quantities  only  as  ma}'  be  re- 
quired to  preserve  the  milk  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  or  forty- 
eight  hours,  are  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  consumer,  does  not 
yet  appear  to  have  been  definitely  settled.  The  subject  has  recently 
been  discussed  with  renewed  vigor  in  the  British  medical  and  sani- 
tary journals  without  arriving  at  conclusions  which  may  be  deemed 
satisfactory. 

If  the  use  of  such  substances  for  the  preservation  of  milk  is  to  1)e 
permitted,  it  is  plain  that  some  definite  quantitative  limit  should  be 
fixed,  an  excess  of  which  should  be  deemed  a  violation  of  statute. 

The  samples  of  milk  containing  preservatives  were  not  large  in 
number,  but  were  obtained  from  fourteen  difierent  places.  Their 
use  is  most  commonly  resorted  to  during  the  warm  season  of  the 
year. 

The  following  cases  which  occurred  during  the  year  are  worthy 
of  note :  — 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  inspection  a  sample  of  tincture  of 
opium  was  purchased  by  an  inspector  at  an  Italian  drug  store 
in  Boston.  The  amount  obtained  was  six  ounces.  The  dealer 
stated  to  the  inspector  at  the  time  of  the  sale  that  the  article  in 
question  was  an  Italian  preparation  and  was  twice  as  strong  as  the 
ordinary  tincture  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia.  Upon  an- 
alysis, however,  it  was  found  to  be  very  much  below  the  required 
standard  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia ;  the  oflScial  standard 
of  1890  calling  for  1.3  to  1.5  per  cent,  of  morphia.  The  article  as 
purchased  at  the  drug  store  in  question  contained  only  .70  percent, 
of  morphia. 

At  the  trial  of  this  case  the  defendants  produced  an  Italian  dis- 
pensatory or  manual  to  show  that  the  article  sold  was  Sydenham's 
laudanum,  and  not  tincture  of  opium.  The  label  on  the  bottle  in 
which  it  was  dispensed  contained  the  word  ''  laudanum''  only.  It 
was  also  claimed  that  the  article  sold  was  Italian  laudanum  and  not 
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that  of  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia.  The  government  pro- 
duced an  Italian  pharmacopoeia  which  showed  that  the  Italian  and  the 
American  preparations  were  practically  identical.  The  defendant 
was  convicted. 

In  1898  several  wholesale  dealers  were  found  to  be  selling  a  brand 
of  ground  mace  which  on  examination  was  found  to  consist  largely 
of  wild  mace  (myristica  fatua),  and  in  some  instances  with  a  con- 
siderable mixture  of  starch.  The  wholesale  dealers  furnishing  this 
article  were  outside  the  State  and  complaints  could  not  be  main- 
tained against  them.  They  claimed  that  the  article  in  question 
(wild  mace)  was  mace,  and  hence  not  an  adulteration.  The  prin- 
cipal authorities  on  the  subject  of  spices,  however,  pronounce  wild 
mace  an  adulteration,  and  the  retailers  therefore  agreed  to  label 
these  preparations  as  compounds,  with  the  percentage  of  ingredients, 
under  the  provisions  of  chapter  344,  Acts  of  1897. 

The  therapeutic  value  of  diabetic  food  preparations  depends  upon 
the  absence  of  starch,  its  place  being  supplied  by  other  elements  of 
the  cereal  grains,  chiefly  gluten.  Analyses  made  from  time  to  time 
by  the  analysts  of  the  Board  show  that  little  dependence  can  be 
placed  in  the  published  statements  of  manufacturers  of  diabetic 
food  preparations  as  to  the  actual  composition  of  these  articles  as 
offered  for  sale.  The  majority  of  those  which  have  been  collected 
by  the  Board  have  been  found  to  contain  much  larger  percentages 
of  starch  than  those  which  were  claimed  upon  the  label  or  package. 
The  variation  was  from  0  to  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  starch.  In 
several  instances  the  analysis  showed  that  the  article,  sold  at  a 
high  price  as  a  diabetic  flour,  contained  as  much  starch  as  ordi- 
nary wheat  flour,  and  for  therapeutic  purposes  was  no  better  than 
the  flour  or  meal  of  any  common  cereal. 

In  1897  several  amendments  to  the  food  acts  were  made,  some 
of  greater  and  some  of  less  importance,  all  of  which  had  in  view 
the  protection  of  the  general  consumer  and  the  prevention  of  special 
kinds  of  adulteration. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  general  law  of  1882  has  had*  a 
wholesome  effect,  since  it  introduced  certain  provisions  which  had 
not  hitherto  been  embraced  in  any  statute. 

Section  3,  last  paragraph  of  chapter  344  of  the  Acts  of  1897, 
reads  as  follows  :  — 
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Provided^  that  the  provisionB  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  miztares  or 
compounds  recognized  as  ordinary  articles  or  ingredients  of  articles  of  food, 
if  every  package  sold  or  offered  for  sale  is  distinctly  labelled  as  a  mixture 
or  compound  with  the  name  and  per  cent,  of  each  ingredient  therein^  and  if 
such  mixtures  or  compounds  are  not  injurious  to  health. 

The  important  amendment  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  consists  id 
the  italicized  words,  which  require  the  name  and  percentage  of  each 
ingredient  in  a  mixture  or  compound  to  be  distinctly  placed  upon 
each  package. 

The  articles  to  which  this  applies,  as  found  by  the  operation  of  the 
law  during  the  past  two  years,  are  principally  coffee  preparations,  or 
imitations  of  coffee,  containing  chiccory  and  cereal  products,  spices, 
syrups,  molasses  and  baking  powders.  Several  complaints  have  been 
made  and  convictions  secured  under  this  provision,  and  have  had  a 
decided  effect  in  securing  a  better  condition  of  the  market  so  far  as 
the  proper  labelling  of  compound  articles  of  food  is  concerned. 

The  regular  routine  work  of  the  Board  in  the  department  of  food 
and  drug  inspection  constitutes  the  chief  portion  of  the  operations 
of  this  department,  and  this  work  has  been  carried  on  uninterrupt- 
edly for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  This  comprises  the  collection 
of  articles  of  food  and  drugs  from  all  parts  of  the  State  by  ex- 
perienced inspectors  and  their  examination  by  the  analysts  of  the 
Board,  with  the  preparation  of  cases  for  trial  in  court.  In  addition 
to  this  routine  work  the  office  is  also  open  daily  for  the  reception 
of  such  articles  as  may  be  brouf^ht  in  for  examination.  The  articles 
of  this  character  have  not  been  very  numerous  when  compared  with 
those  which  are  collected  by  the  inspectors,  but  have  represented 
very  nearly  all  classes  of  food.  The  examinations  of  this  class  ' 
have  also  extended  occasionally  to  articles  not  mentioned  in  the 
law,  but  are  usually  embraced  very  properly  in  the  laws  of  other 
countries  among  the  things  which  it  is  deemed  proper  for  sanitary 
boards  to  examine,  such  as  cooking  utensils  and  articles  intended 
for  the  conveyance  and  storage  of  drinking  water,  wall  paper  and 
fabrics  used  for  wearing  apparel,  children's  toys  and  other  articles 
in  common  use  among  the  people. 

The  articles  which  were  brought  to  the  office  for  examination 
during  the  year,  and  were  not  collected  by  the  inspectors,  are  in- 
cluded in  the  following  list :  — 
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Articles  of  food  suspected  of  containing  poisons,  milk,  spices, 
coffee,  cream,  molasses,  confectionery,  butter,  maple  syrup,  flavor- 
ing extracts,  flour,  honey,  diabetic  flour,  hair  dyes,  cosmetics  and 
other  proprietary  medicines,  whiskey,  wine  and  cider,  wax,  wall 
paper  and  fabrics  to  be  examined  for  arsenic,  cooking  utensils  and 
toys. 

Prosecutions. 

The  following  condensed  summary  is  presented  in  accordance 
with  the  custom  which  has  been  followed  in  the  reports  of  the  past 
six  years. 

The  following  table  presents  the  same  figures  with  the  addition 
of  the  data  relating  to  the  prosecutions  conducted  during  the  year 
ended,  Sept.  30,  1898:  — 


Number  of  CcmplainU  entered  in  Court. 


Food 

Tbab. 

(not  Ineladlng 
Milk). 

Dnigf. 

Ifllk. 

Total. 

Oonrlctloiif. 

Fines 
ImpoMd. 

1883, 

5 

4 

9 

8 

__. . 

loo4| 

s 

1 

45 

48 

44 

—'• 

1886/ 

• 

50 

1 

68 

119 

103 

.'• 

1886,t 

10 

— 

10 

20 

19 

„;• 

1887, 

30 

— 

34 

64 

60 

-■ ' 

1888, 

22 

— 

43 

65 

61 

#2,042  00 

1889, 

74 

— 

66 

140 

124 

3,889  00 

1890, 

78 

— 

24 

102 

96 

3,919  00 

1891, 

96 

5 

49 

150 

135 

2,668  00 

1892, 

52 

12 

72 

136 

123 

3,661  70 

1893, 

26 

3 

67 

96 

92 

2,476  00 

1894, 

14 

— 

76 

90 

77 

2,625  00 

1896, 

13 

11 

68 

92 

86 

2,895  30 

1896, 

7 

— 

68 

75 

74 

2312  20 

1897, 

13 

1 

51 

65 

64 

2,756  60 

1898, 

10 

— 

54 

64 

62 

2,060  98 

Total 

s,     . 

• 

497 

39 

799 

1,335 

1,228 

•31,805  78 

•  To  Maj  1, 1886. 


t  Four  months  only. 


t  No  record  kept. 


Ratio  of  convictions  to  complaints,  92  per  cent. 


Note.  —  All  complaints  entered  before  May  1, 1886,  were  under  the  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy  and  Charity,  and  all  after  that  date  were  under 
the  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 
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The  following  report  was  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  Jan- 
uary, 1899,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes,  Acts 
of  1884,  chapter  289  :  — 

OmoB  OF  THB  State  Board  of  Hbaltk, 

State  House,  Boston,  Jan.  9, 1899. 

7b  the  Honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts  in  General  Court  assembled. 

The  following  summary  is  made  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  chapter  289,  section  2,  of  the  Acts  of  1884,  requiring  the  State 
Board  of  Health  to  ^<  report  annually  to  the  Legislature  the  number 
of  prosecutions  made  under  chapter  263  of  the  Acts  of  1882,  and  an 
itemized  account  of  all  money  expended  in  carrying  out  the  pro- 
visions thereof.** 

The  whole  number  of  prosecutions  made  by  authority  of  the  Board 
against  offenders,  under  the  provisions  of  the  food  and  drug  acts, 
for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1898,  was  64. 

The  cities  and  towns  in  which  the  articles  were  sold,  and  ia 
respect  to  which  complaints  were  entered  in  court,  the  character  of 
the  articles  found  to  be  adulterated,  or  fraudulently  sold,  the  dates 
of  the  trials,  and  their  results,  are  presented  in  the  following  table  :  — 

Milk  and  Milk  Products. 


t 

For  Fraudulent  Sales  of  Milk. 

Plack.                                                             Datk.                                                      Rssult. 

In  Cambridge,       .        .        .        Dec.       18,  1897,        .        .        .    Convicted. 

Cambridge, 

Jan.      21, 

1898, 

. 

il 

Chelsea,    . 

April    28, 

1898, 

. 

14 

Chelsea,    . 

Sept.     23, 

1898, 

i 

»t 

Gloucester, 

Jan.      19, 

,  1898, 

< 

Discharged. 

Gloucester, 

Jan.      20, 

1898, 

• 

Convicted. 

Gloucester, 

May      31, 

1898, 

• 

44 

Gloucester, 

Aug.       6, 

1898, 

a 

4» 

Gloucester, 

Sept.     29, 

, 1898, 

• 

tl 

Gloucester, 

Sept.     29 

,  1898, 

1                    1 

(i 

Gloucester, 

Sept.     29 

,  1898, 

1                    1 

U 

Gloucester, 

Sept.     29, 

,  1898, 

1                    1 

11 

Fitchburg, 

Sept.     28, 

,  1898, 

1                    t 

14 

Fitch  burg. 

Sept.     19 

,  1898, 

•                    < 

li 

Fitchburg, 

Sept.     22 

,  1898, 

1                    1 

41 

Fitchburg, 

Sept.     24 

,  1898, 

. 

It 

Fitchburg, 

Sept.     24 

,  1898, 

. 

11 

Wo  burn,   . 

Feb.      18 

,  1898, 

. 

tt 

Woburn,    . 

Feb.      18 

,  1898, 

• 

11 

Woburn,    . 

April      1, 

,  1898, 

1 

11 

■ 
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Far  Fraudulent  SdUa  of  Milk--  Concluded. 

Place.                                                       Datb.                                                Ruult. 

In  Woburn,  ....       April     8, 1898,        .                .    Convicted. 

Lowell,     . 

June      9, 

. 1898, 

u 

Somerville, 

Dec.      28. 

,  1897, 

t« 

Somerville, 

June     14, 

,  1898, 

»• 

Salem, 

Oct.      23, 

,  1897, 

u 

Newton,    . 

Sept.    21, 

, 1898, 

u 

Maiden,    . 

May      26, 

, 1898, 

•1 

Everett,    . 

May      24, 

,  1898, 

it 

Westford, 

June     15, 

1898, 

it 

Topsfield, 

Oct.      80, 

1897, 

tt 

Norweil,  . 

Oct        7, 

,  1897, 

tt 

Charlton,  . 

Oct.        9, 

1897, 

t» 

Marsh  field. 

Oct.      22, 

1897, 

It 

Rehoboth, 

Doc.     27, 

1897, 

It 

Hopkinton, 

Jan.      21, 

,  1898, 

It 

Stoughton, 

March  19 

» 1898, 

It 

Stoughton, 

April    15, 

, 1898, 

.    Discharged. 

Canton,     . 

March  19, 

, 1898, 

Convicted. 

Needham, 

March  21, 

1898, 

•1 

Attleboroiigh,  . 

April    27, 

, 1898, 

•1 

Attleborough,  . 

April    27, 

, 1898, 

•1 

Dover, 

May      16 

,  1898, 

It 

Wrentham, 

July     80 

.  1898, 

ti 

Lexington, 

June     13, 

,  1898, 

It 

Bedford,   . 

Aug.       9, 

1898, 

It 

Concord,  . 

Aug.       9, 

1898, 

It 

Swampscott,     . 

Sept.       1, 

1898, 

ti 

Cottage  City, 

Sept.      2, 

, 1898, 

It 

Marblehead, 

Sept.     28, 

,  1898, 

It 

Medway,  . 

Sept.     17 

,  1898, 

It 

Spencer,    . 

Sept.    26, 

,  1898, 

• 

II 

Marshfield, 

Sept.     27, 

,  1898, 

II 

Condensed  Milk, 

In  Cambridge,              .        .        Sept.    28, 1898,        .                .    Convicted. 

Cambridge, 

* 

1 

Sept.     28, 

1898, 

1 

•1 

1 

For  Fraudulent  Sale  of  Other  Articles  of  Food. 

Coffee,      ^ 

In  Lowell,  ....  Oct.  5, 1897, 
Lowell,  ....  Sept.  13, 1898, 
Fall  River,        .        .        .        Sept.     29, 1898, 


Convicted. 
It 

It 


In  Boston, 


Molasses, 
May       4, 1898, 


Convicted. 
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Cream  of  Tartar. 

Placb. 

DATS. 

Bbsult. 

Id  Boston,     . 

May      26, 1898, 
Cassia. 

.    Convicted. 

In  Boston, 

March  22, 1898, 
Allspice. 

.    Conyicted. 

In  Boston,     . 

May     26, 1898, 
Pepper. 

.    Convicted. 

In  Boston, 

May      26, 1898, 
Lime  Juice. 

.    Convicted. 

• 

In  Woburn,  . 

May      27, 1898, 

.    Convicted. 

Woburn,  . 

May      27, 1898, 

•                 • 

SUHMART. 

Complaints  entered  in  court  under  the  acts  relating  to  the  inspection  of  milk 

and  milk  products, 54 

Other  articles  of  food, 10 

Total, 61 

Summary. 

The  whole  number  of  complaints  entered  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1898,  in  the  courts  of  the 
Commonwealth,  against  parties  for  violation  of  the  statutes  relating 
to  food  and  drug  inspection,  was  64.  In  62,  or  96.9  per  cent,  of 
these,  the  parties  were  convicted ;  2  were  discharged. 

Of  the  whole  number,  54  were  for  violation  of  the  statutes  relating 
to  the  adulteration  of  milk  and  milk  products,  and  of  this  number 
52  resulted  in  conviction.  The  greater  number  of  these  were  for 
violation  of  the  statutes  providing  that  milk  offered  for  sale  shall  be 
of  good  standard  quality.  In  9  of  the  foregoing  cases  the  complaints 
were  for  sales  of  milk  containing  coloring  matter. 

Attention  is  respectfully  called  to  the  provisiions  of  section  23  of 
chapter  397  of  the  Acts  of  1896,  by  which  the  people  are  now  de- 
prived of  the  legal  protection  which  they  enjoyed  under  the  poison 
act  of  1888,  against  the  harmful  action  of  poisonous  patent  medi- 
cines. 
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All  of  the  parties  against  whom  complaints  were  entered  in  court 
for  fraudulent  sales  of  other  kinds  of  food  were  convicted. 

The  articles  of  food  and  drugs  with  reference  to  which  these  com- 
plaints were  made  were  as  follows  :  — 

Coficey  3  cases ;  molasses,  1  case  ;*  allspice,  1  case ;  pepper,  1 
case  ;  cassia,  1  case  ;  cream  of  tartar,  1  case  ;  lime  juice,  1  case. 

In  section  5  of  the  new  food  statute  of  1897,  chapter  344,  it  is 
required  that  certain  sorts  of  canned  goods,  together  with  packages 
containing  maple  syrup  and  molasses,  shall  be  plainly  marked  with 
adhesive  labels,  in  letters  not  less  in  size  than  ttoo-line  Pica,  of 
legible  type.     The  section  reads  as  follows  : — 

[Acts  of  1897,  Craptbr  344.] 

Section  5.  All  canned  articles  of  food  prepared  from  dried  products 
which  have  been  soaked  before  canning  shall  be  plainly  marked  by  an  ad- 
hesive label,  having  on  its  face  the  word  ^^  soaked,''  in  letters  not  less  in 
size  than  two  line  Pica^  of  legible  type  ;  and  all  cans,  jugs  and  other  pack- 
ages containing  maple  syrup  or  molasses  shall  be  plainly  marked  by  an 
adhesive  label,  having  on  its  face  the  name  and  address  of  the  person,  firm 
or  corporation  which  made  or  prepared  the  same,  together  with  the  name 
and  quality  of  the  ingredients  of  the  goods,  in  letters  of  the  size  and 
description  above-specified. 

Frequent  inquiry  having  been  made  relative  to  the  meaning  of  the 
term  •*  two-line  Pica"  of  legible  type,  as  employed  in  this  statute, 
the  following  line  is  presented  as  a  sample :  — 

TWO  LINE  PICA. 

The  following  statute,  as  amended  in  1896  (by  chapter  398  of  the 
Acts  of  that  year),  presents  the  standard  of  milk  in  Massachusetts, 
at  the  date  of  publishing  this  report :  — 

[AoTS  OF  1896,  CuAPTBR  398»  Sbctiox  2.] 

In  all  prosecutions  under  this  chapter,  if  the  milk  is  shown  upon  analysis 
to  contain  less  than  thirteen  per  cent,  of  milk  solids,  or  to  contain  less  than 
nine  and  three-tenths  per  cent,  of  milk  solids,  exclusive  of  fat,  or  to  con- 
tain less  than  three  and  seven-tenths  per  cent,  of  fat,  it  shall  be  deemed, 

*  The  extent  of  adalteration  in  Uiia  case  amoanted  to  70  per  cent. 
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for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  to  be  not  of  good  standard  quality,  except 
during  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July  and  August,  when  milk  con- 
taining less  than  twelve  per  cent,  of  milk  solids,  or  less  than  nine  per  cent 
of  milk  solids,  exclusive  of  fat,  or  less  than  three  per  cent,  of  fat,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  not  of  good  standard  quality. 

The  whole  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  in  this 
department  since  the  beginning  of  work  in  1883  was  97,591,  and 
the  number  of  complaints  entered  in  court  was  1,335.  The  average 
cost  per  sample  for  collection  and  analysis  has  been  reduced  from 
$2.26  in  1883  to  $1.02  in  1898. 

The  following  list  presents  the  total  solids  in  each  of  the  samples 
of  milk  upon  which  complaints  were  founded,  so  far  as  records  of 
the  same  were  kept :  — 


7.45 

10.02 

10.83 

11.45 

7.62 

10.12 

10.86 

11.46 

7.68 

10.22 

10.87 

11.50 

8.73 

10.24 

10.89 

11.63 

8.76 

10.40 

11.26 

11.64 

8.80 

10.42 

11.26 

11.64 

8.97 

10.62 

11.38 

11.70 

9.16 

10.65 

11.36 

11.80 

9.16 

10.73 

11.37 

11.90 

9.27 

10.74 

11.40 

12.28 

9.52 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  :  — 

Milk, 6,247 

Other  articles  of  food, 3,7$S 

Drugs, 812 


Total 10,797 

Total  expenses  of  collection,  examination  and  prosecution,  .        .  |11,062  f>S 

Average  expense  per  sample  collected, 1  02     ' 
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Fines. 

The  amount  of  fines  paid  into  the  treasuries  of  counties,  cities 
and  towns  under  the  provisions  of  the  general  and  special  laws  rela- 
tive to  the  inspection  of  food  and  drugs  was  as  follows :  — 

^ines  paid  for  ViokUion  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acta  upon  Cases  entered  for  the 

Year  ending  Sept,  30, 1898. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  milk  and  milk  prod- 
ucts,       11,944  7S 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  laws  relating  to  other  articles  of  food,       .         116  20 


#2,060  9S 


EXPENDITUBES 


Under  the  Provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts  during  the  Year  ending  Sept,  30, 

1898. 


Fob  the  ExpoBCiscBiiT  op  the  Statctbc 

KBLATUIO  TO  FOOD  AVD  DlDO 

bfsrccnoii. 


BeUtlve  to  Milk 
and  Milk  ProdacU. 


B«latlTe  to  Other 

Klnda  of  Food  and 

Draft. 


Salaries  of  analysts, 

Salaries  of  inspectors, 

Travelling  expenses  and  purchase  of  samples. 
Apparatus  ana  chemicals,     .... 

Printing, 

Index  cards, 

Special  investigation, 

Special  services  (milk  case). 
Extra  services  for  inspection. 
Services  (cleaning  laboratory),    . 

Bottles  and  stoppers, 

Sundry  small  supplies, 


Total, 


12,700  00 

2,500  00 

1,200  83 

186  68 

13  02 

17  60 

7  60 

10  00 

75  00 

41  00 

6  21 

5  18 


f  6,761  92 


11,895  00 

1,600  00 

638  00 

112  80 

7  32 

10  00 

7  44 

79  00 

41  00 

6  00 

6  20 


14,300  76 
6,761  92 

111,062  68 
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EEPOKT  OF  THE  ANALYST. 


Dr.  S.  W.  Abbott,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir  :  —  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  work  of  the 
food  and  drug  laboratory  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1898.  This 
period  covers  the  last  work  as  analyst  of  the  late  Dr.  Charles  P. 
Worcester,  whose  useful  life  ended  almost  coincidently  with  the 
close  of  the  year  herein  reported.* 

Milk. 

Six  thousand  and  eighty-eight  samples  of  milk  have  been  analyzed 
in  this  laboratory  during  the  year,  of  which  1,906,  or  31.3  per 
cent.,  were  below  the  standard.  The  ratio  of  adulteration  for  this, 
the  second  year  under  the  statute  of  1896  (in  accordance  with  which 
the  12  per  cent,  standard  of  milk  solids  was  extended  from  April  1 
to  August  31),  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  samples  of  milk  containing  foreign  matter  are  comparatively 
small  in  numl^er ;  37  samples  were  artificially  colored  and  41  con- 
tained added  preservative. 

Artificially  Colored  Milk. 

Of  the  samples  thus  adulterated,  29  contained  annatto,  6  were 
colored  with  caramel  and  2  with  an  orange  aniline.  By  reference  to 
the  tables  of  milk  statistics,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cities  and  towns 
from  which  artificially  colored  milks  were  obtained  during  the  year 
are  Everett,  Gloucester,  Maiden,  Medford,  Salem,  Woburn  and 
Attleborough. 

A  very  useful  method  for  the  detection  of  foreign  coloring  mat- 
ter in  milk  in  use  in  our  laboratory  is  the  following :  about  a  gill 
of  the  milk  is  curdled  by  heat  and  acetic  acid,  the  curd  being  sepa- 

•  Dr.  Worcester's  death  occurred  Oct.  9, 1898. 
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rated  and  gathered  into  one  mass  by  the  aid  of  a  stirring  rod.  The 
curd,  squeezed  free  from  whey,  is  then  shaken  with  ether  in  a  corked 
flask  and  allowed  to  macerate  therein  for  an  hour  or  more.  The 
appearance  of  the  curd  before  maceration  is  often  indicative  to  the 
practised  eye  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  ailificial  color.  Of  the 
three  coloring  matters  commonly  used,  viz.,  annatto,  caramel  and 
the  orange  aniline,  only  the  annatto  is  extracted  l)y  the  ether. 

The  ether  extract,  containing  the  fat  and  the  annatto,  if  present, 
is  evaporated,  and  the  residue  made  alkaline  with  sodium  hydrate 
and  filtered  through  a  wet  filter.  K  annatto  is  present  it  will  per- 
meate the  filter  paper  and  be  readily  apparent  thereon  by  its  orange 
color  when  the  fat  is  washed  off  and  the  filter  dried.  It  is  well  to 
apply  the  usual  confirmatory  test  for  annatto  by  treating  the  dried 
filter  with  stannous  chloride  and  obtaining  the  characteristic  pink 
color. 

After  pouring  off  the  ether,  the  milk  curd  is  then  to  be  examined 
for  caramel  or  the  aniline  orange.  If  the  curd  is  left  white,  neither 
of  these  colors  are  present.  If  caramel  has  been  used,  the  curd 
w^ill  be  of  a  brown  color ;  if  the  milk  has  been  colored  with  the 
aniline  dye,  the  color  of  the  curd  will  be  of  a  more  or  less  brilliant 
orange. 

A  distinofuishiiiir  tost  at  this  staore  between  the  two  colors  cara- 
mel  and  aniline  oraniro  is  the  color  reaction  obtained  b}'  shaking  a 
small  portion  of  the  fat-free  curd  in  a  test  tu])o  with  concentrated 
hydrochloric  acid.  The  caramel-colored  curd  will  act  in  a  some- 
what similar  manner  to  an  uncolored  fat-free  curd  on  shaking  with 
hj'drochloric  acid,  viz.,  it  will  gradually  produce  a  deep  blue  color 
in  the  solution.  On  the  contrary,  the  aniline  orange  will  immedi- 
atehj  produce  with  tlie  hydrochloric  acid  a  deep  pink  color.  If 
caramel  is  })resont  in  large  amount  the  color,  on  shaking  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  will  be  a  brownish  blue,  readily  distinguish- 
able from  the  ])lue  produced  by  the  curd  of  an  uncolored  or  pure 
milk. 

If  the  above  test  indicates  caramel,  the  presence  of  the  latter  had 
better  be  confirmed  by  the  well  known  tests  on  fresh  samples  of 
the  milk. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  milk  samples  containing  added 
colorini^  matter  stood  above  the  standard  of  total  solids.  Six 
samples  of  one  collection  of  milk,  all  colored  with  annatto,  con- 
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tained  from  12.40  to  12.76  per  cent,  of  total  solids  in  the  month  of 
May,  when  the  standard  is  12  per  cent.  Two  samples,  colored 
with  caramel,  stood  respectively  at  14.04  and  19.19  per  cent,  of 
solids.  A  sample  colored  with  orange  aniline  contained  13.10  per 
cent,  of  solids.  As  a  rule  coloring  matter  is  added  to  cover  up 
evidence  of  w^atering,  but  not  in  these  instances. 


Milk  with  Added  Preservative. 

Forty-one  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  contain  added  preserva- 
tive. Of  these,  26  contained  formic  aldehyde,  4  had  sodium  car- 
bonate and  11  boracic  acid. 

Milks  with  added  preservative  were  obtained  from  Cambridge, 
Chelsea,  Gloucester,  Medford,  Newton,  Somerville,  Worcester, 
Attleborough,  Brookline,  Hull,  Hyde  Park,  Kevere,  Stoneham 
and  Stoui2:hton. 

During  July  and  August  all  the  milk  samples  Avere  systematically 
examined  for  preservatives,  using  in  general  the  methods  detailed 
in  our  annual  report  for  1897.  The  tentative  method  suggested  at 
that  time  for  testing  for  formic  aldehyde  by  the  aid  of  concentrated 
hydrochloric  acid  and  ferric  chloride  (then  somewhat  new)  has 
}>een  since  thoroughly  tested  and  found  most  trustwoi-thy  in  indi- 
cating minute  quantities  of  this  preservative.  It  is  much  more 
delicate  than  the  usual  sulphuric  acid  test,  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  the  charring  with  the  latter  acid  often  obscures  the  color  when 
the  aldehj'de  is  present  in  small  amount  only. 

The  use  of  antiseptics  in  milk  in  this  State  is  decidedly  on  the 
increase.  This  is  especially  true  of  formaldehyde,  which,  being  in 
solution,  lends  itself  to  the  milkman's  immediate  use,  and  is  the 
most  active  of  preservatives. 

Weak  solutions  of  formaldehyde  are  put  up  for  milk  dealers  under 
a  great  variety  of  names,  such  as  **Preservaline,"  **  Freczaline," 
**  Anti  Sour,"  etc.  A  small  sample  vial  of  one  of  these  prepara- 
tions labelled  *'Preservaline,"  and  containing  what  proved  on 
analysis  to  be  a  2.3  per  cent,  solution  of  formaldehyde,  had  these 
directions  :  **  Add  the  contents  of  this  bottle  (2  cubic  centimeters) 
to  one  quart  of  milk."  This  would  be  equivalent  to  1  part  of  for- 
maldehyde in  about  22,000  parts  of  milk,  and,  according  to  results 
of  experiments  in  this  laboratory  on  the  action  of  formaldehyde  on 
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milk,  would  keep  a  sample  sweet  for  four  days  that  would  other- 
wise curdle  in  two.* 

Of  the  1,076  samples  of  milk  examined  during  July  and  August, 
30  samples,  or  nearly  3  per  cent.,  contained  added  preservative. 

The  following  tables,  arranged  in  the  usual  manner,  show  the  milk 
conditions  prevailing  in  various  localities  :  — 


MiUc  from  OUies. 


CiTISS. 

Total 

Aamples 

Collected. 

Above 
Standard. 

Below 
Standard. 

Percent 

below 
Standard. 

ToUl 

Solid!  In 

Lowest 

Sample. 

Nnmber 

of 
Skimmed 

Samplee. 

• 

Number 

of 
Colored 
Samples. 

VmnlNr 

ef 
PieservBd 
SamplH. 

Boston,  . 

270 

220 

69 

21.2 

0.66 

1 

« 

- 

Brookton, 

103 

184 

20 

17.7 

10.08 

- 

- 

Cambridge^    . 

467 

810 

161 

82.8 

11.16 

1 

- 

ClMlMa, . 

296 

100 

126 

46.1 

0.96 

S 

- 

Everett,  . 

121 

68 

68 

48.8 

10.06 

S 

7 

Fall  River,     . 

80 

65 

24 

26.0 

0.00 

2 

- 

Fitchbarg, 

126 

76 

60 

80.7 

10.04 

7 

- 

OloQoeeter,    . 

108 

129 

64 

83.8 

8.30 

- 

10 

Haverhill,      . 

139 

90 

40 

86.2 

11.00 

- 

- 

Lawrence, 

67 

68 

9 

13.4 

11.42 

- 

- 

Lowell,  . 

20 

19 

10 

34.0 

10.02 

- 

~ 

Maiden,  . 

131 

73 

68 

44.8 

0.64 

- 

• 

Marlborough, 

74 

60 

14 

18.0 

10.81 

1 

Med  ford, 

2-27 

173 

64 

23.8 

11.20 

2 

4 

New  Bedford, 

71 

37 

34 

47.8 

10.18 

1 

- 

Kewburyport, 

41 

31 

10 

24.4 

12.00 

- 

1 

Newton, . 

255 

170 

76 

20.8 

0.62 

1 

1 

Qulncy,  . 

106 

77 

28 

26.7 

10.04 

4 

1 

Salem,     . 

174 

120 

64 

31.0 

0.16 

- 

1 

Bomerville,     . 

637 

315 

222 

41.8 

9.27 

14 

- 

Taunton, 

76 

67 

9 

11.8 

12.00 

8 

- 

Waltham, 

8S 

54 

34 

38.6 

11.30 

- 

1 

Woburn, 

197 

124 

73 

37.0 

0.66 

- 

5 

Worceeter,     . 

251 
4,105 

160 
2,814 

01 

36.2 

10.86 

4 

- 

Totals,     . 

1,381 

32.9 

8.39 

50 

S4    ; 

1 

2^ 

*  Twenty-ninth  Annual  Report,  State  Board  of  Ilealth,  page  559. 
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Milk  from  Totona. 


TOWVf. 

Totol 

Samples 

Oollected. 

Abore 
Standard. 

Below 
Standard. 

Per  Cent 

below 
Standard. 

Total 
Solids  In 
Lowest 
Sample. 

Namber 

of 
Skimmed 
Samples. 

Kamber 

of 
Colored 
Samples. 

Number 

of 
Presenred 
Samples. 

AtUeborougb, 

118 

03 

25 

21.2 

8.80 

7 

8 

8 

Beverly,  • 

60 

40 

90 

88.8 

11.10 

- 

.    - 

- 

BrookUne, 

161 

126 

25 

16.5 

11.22 

- 

- 

2 

Canton,  . 

88 

82 

6 

15.7 

10.80 

- 

- 

- 

Clinton,  . 

40 

88 

11 

22.4 

0.86 

0 

- 

- 

Cottage  City, . 

88 

20 

4 

12.1 

10.42 

- 

- 

- 

Dedbam, 

106 

72 

84 

82.1 

10.46 

- 

- 

- 

Framlngham, . 

ao 

18 

7 

85.0 

12.08 

- 

- 

- 

Hudson, . 

11 

0 

2 

18.2 

11.08 

- 

- 

- 

Hall,       . 

21 

10 

2 

0.5 

10.67 

- 

- 

2 

Hyde  Park,    . 

147 

07 

60 

84.0 

10.74 

- 

- 

2 

Marblehead,  . 

18 

8 

10 

56.5 

10.40 

2 

- 

- 

Marabfleld,     .       . 

11 

8 

8 

27.3 

10.40 

- 

- 

- 

Mlddleborongh,     . 

18 

10 

8 

23.1 

11.80 

1 

- 

- 

Milford, . 

40 

34 

12 

26.1 

11.00 

- 

- 

- 

Millbory, 

0 

6 

8 

88.8 

11.10 

- 

- 

- 

Kantocket,     . 

10 

17 

2 

10.5 

11.86 

- 

- 

- 

Natlek,   .       . 

61 

45 

16 

26.2 

10.03 

1 

- 

- 

Norwood, 

11 

11 

0 

0.0 

12.82 

- 

- 

- 

Plymonth, 

84 

26 

8 

23.5 

11.21 

- 

m 

- 

BrovinotHQwmf  _  j> 

" 

15 

8 

16.6 

10.70 

- 

- 

- 

gggggUKM 

1        "• 

83 

45 

85.1 

0.60 

- 

- 

2 

* 

27 

4 

12.0 

11. n 

- 

- 

- 

6 

11 

64.7 

11.22 

- 

- 

- 

101 

18 

15.1 

0.40 

10 

- 

1 

72 

84 

82.0 

10.87 

- 

- 

8 

7 

6 

46.1 

11.20 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

20.0 

11.26 

- 

- 

- 

16 

10 

88.4 

0.80 

1 

- 

- 

81 

1 

8.1 

ii.n 

- 

- 

- 

82 

15 

81.0 

10.88 

- 

- 

- 

12 

8 

20.0 

11.04 

8 

- 

- 

40 

18 

24.5 

11.18 

- 

- 

- 

86 

28 

21.1 

10.73 

- 

- 

- 

1,266 

480 

25.4 

8.80 

34 

8 

15 
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Milk  from  Suspected  Producers. 


LOCAUTT. 


Total 

Ramplea 

CoUeclcd. 


A  bore 
8UD<UnL 


B«low 
StiUBdard. 


SlADdard. 


Bedford,    . 
BarllogtOD, 
Dedlutm,    . 
Dover, 
Fltchbarg, 
HopklDtoD, 
Lezlngtoo, 
M«rblehe«d, 
Marehfleld, 
Medway,    . 
Natlck.       . 
Needham,  . 
Northborongh, 
Peabody,   . 
Baodolph, . 
Sherborn,  . 
Spenceri     . 
Waltham,  . 
Westborough, 
Woburn,    . 
"Wrenthara, 
Totals, 


15 

18 

8 

8 

4 
0 

82 

10 
5 

12 
4 
0 
8 
8 
0 
8 

11 
0 

11 
6 
3 


0 
6 
0 


6 
S 
8 

5 
0 
0 

11 
2 
5 

11 
0 
0 
8 
1 
0 
0 

11 
0 

11 
0 
3 


194 


103 


91 


88.3 

11.1 

87.8 

«2.5 

0.0 

100.0 

84.4 

20.0 

100.0 

91.7 

0.0 

100.0 

100.0 

12.6 

0.0 

0.0 

100.0 

0.0 

100.0 

0.0 

lOO.O 

46.0 


ii.n 
is.u 

12.0 

uja' 
is.it 

8.n 

10.M 

U.90 

7.68 

8.74 

12.44 
11.88 
12.10 
11.12 
12.80 
12.90 
lO.SS 
12.31 
11. 13 
12.>5 
10.55 


8.T3 


Summary  of  Milk  Statistics. 


'  ('elected.   Standard. 


Below 

Standard. 


Tor  Cent. 

below 
Standard. 


Total      i  NuintM:r  '  XimilKT  Number 
Solidi  in          of        i        of  </. 

Lowest     Skimmed    Colonel  Preferred 

Sample.  ,  •samples.   Sainpifs  SacipiM. 


I 


Cities, 
Towns, 

Suspected  producors, 
Miscellaneous,  . 
Totals, 


4,195 

2.814 

1,381 

32.0 

8.30 

50 

34 

1,095 

1,265 

430 

25.4 

8.80 

34 

a 

194 

103 

91 

46.0 

8.73 

- 

- 

4 

0 

4 

100.0 

- 

- 

- 

6,0S3 
1 

4,182 

1,906 

31.8 

8.39 

Ji4 

**• 

Of           i 

£9 
15 


41 


A  saini)Ie  of  milk  sold  from  a  can  labelled  **  Skim-milk  "  in  Clin- 
ton, proved  on  analysis  to  contain  G.44  per  cent,  of  total  solids,  of 
which  0.9  per  cent,  was  fat. 
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A  sample  of  separator  cream  was  found  to  contain  formaldehyde. 

A  sample  of  milk  which  caused  poisoning  in  Salem  showed  strong 
indications  of  the  presence  of  tyrotoxicon. 

Comparative  tests  have  been  made  in  this  laboratory  from  time 
to  time  to  show  the  accuracy  of  the  Babcock  process  of  fat  deter- 
mination, which  we  have  used  for  six  years,  taking  the  Adams- 
Soxhlet  method  as  a  standard  for  comparison.  The  following 
figures  show  the  results  of  such  comparative  determinations  made 
in  duplicate  on  three  samples  of  milk,  viz.,  a  whole  milk,  (1)  and 
(2),  a  watered  milk,  (3)  and  (4),  and  a  milk  centrifugally  skimmed, 
(5)  and  (6). 

Comparative  Fat  Determination  by  Adams-Soxhlet  and  by  Babcock  Processes, 


Per  Cent,  of  Fat 

by  the  Adams- 

Soxhlet  Process. 


Percent,  of  Fat 

by  itae  ISabcuck 

Procesa. 


A  whole  milk  (1), 

(2), 
A  watered  milk  (3), 
(4). 
A  skimmed  milk  (5), 
(6). 


4.30 
4.86 
2.80 

2.8ft 
0.15 
0.15 


Condensed  Milk, 

Of  the  48  samples  of  condensed  milk  the  analysis  of  which  are 
given  in  detail  in  the  accompanying  table,  at  least  18  should  be 
classed  as  adulterated,  being  obviously  made  from  skimmed  milk. 

The  actual  number  of  brands  represented  in  the  adulterated  series 
is,  however,  comparatively  small,  since  a  large  number  of  samples 
of  each  of  several  such  brands  were  analyzed  for  puq^oses  of  prose- 
cution or  otherwise.  Fifteen  of  the  adulterated  samples  were  made 
from  centrifugally  skimmed  milk,  and  of  these,  13  were  the  product 
of  one  manufacturer,  who  put  out  virtually  the  same  milk  under 
various  names. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  **  Dewey  Brand,"  which  was  put  up  in 
glass  jars  and  bore  on  the  label  a  portrait  of  the  **  hero  of  Manila," 
together  with  the  assertion  that  it  was  made  **  from  the  purest  milk 
in  Worcester  County."  Its  fat  content  was  only  0.75  per  cent., 
corresponding  to  a  fat  in  the  original  milk  of  0.25  per  cent. 
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Condensed  Milkt. 


. 

■ 

1 

OQ 

• 

i 

s 

Braxtd. 

£ 

S 

•: 

M 
O 
CO 

• 

5i 

3 
5 

• 

1 

i 

5 

t 

^ 

-< 

2- 

Fall  Weight,   .       .       .       . 

79.17 

81.82 

20.88 

47.86 

0.87 

7.05 

12.00 

1.80 

5.n 

. 

J.  B.  Smith,     . 

72.76 

80.80 

27.14 

42.46 

0.57 

7.77 

11.40 

1.66 

5.61 

• 

Thistle,     . 

71.60 

37.20 

28.40 

84.81 

16.75 

7.01 

11.10 

1.50 

8.00 

1 

Porcelain, 

00.62 

83.85 

80.48 

85.67 

14.56 

6.63 

10.86 

1.80 

4.00 

. 

Rom, 

80.82 

34.54 

10.68 

45.78 

11.06 

0.72     10.80 

2.06 

4.27 

0 

Hampdeo, 

67.87 

31.00 

82.18 

86.87 

0.80 

0.20 

10.80 

1.60 

4.08 

. 

Diamond  w.,  . 

68.68 

28.87 

81.82 

80.81 

8.87 

8.77 

10.20 

1.68 

5.10 

» 

73.80 

26.54 

26.11 

47.85 

6.82 

8.26 

10.20 

1.76 

4.21 

10 

Boee, 

76.78 

88.06 

28.22 

43.72 

11.85 

0.87 

10.20 

1.64 

4.11 

11 

Standard, . 

73.84 

29.56 

26.10 

44.28 

14.56 

7.86 

10.02 

1.84 

4.77 

10 

Maine,      . 

71.66 

83.44 

28.44 

41.72 

11.06 

0.73 

0.00 

1.85 

8.07 

10 

Baby, 

70.80 

27.01 

20.70 

48.20 

17.78 

8.27 

0.00 

1.16 

4.67 

31 

Pure  Food, 

66.54 

28.02 

83.46 

88.52 

8.87 

8.55 

0.60 

1.50 

8.85 

10 

Milk  Maid,       . 

74.72 

34.10 

25.28 

40.58 

15.28 

7.80 

0.46 

1.70 

8.65 

u 

Milk  Maid,       . 

76.77 

84.81 

24.28 

41.46 

18.40 

10.01 

0.00 

1.00 

8.81 

n 

Milk  Maid,       . 

76.08 

35.68 

28.02 

40.40 

15.23 

0.70 

0.00 

1.75 

3.15 

16 

Rom, 

76.47 

37.71 

28.68 

88.76 

16.75 

10.18 

0.00 

1.83 

2.01 

11 

Rival, 

78.10 

38.20 

21.81 

80.00 

18.67 

0.07 

0.00 

1.55 

2.00 

16 

JerMy,     . 

76.03 

20.18 

24.07 

45.86 

11.17 

7.83 

8.40 

1.78 

8.n 

IS 

Bethel,      . 

77.20 

31.80 

22.80 

45.81 

11.06 

0.76 

8.40 

1.77 

S.3S 

1 

Pine  Tree, 

76.10 

86.08 

24.00 

80.02 

15.28 

10.44 

8.40 

2.01 

2.81 

11 

Gall  Borden  Eagle, 

73.20 

80.20 

26.80 

48.00 

14.07 

6.08 

8.10 

1.05 

3.42 

IS 

Beacon,    . 

70.41 

26.51 

20.50 

48.00 

7.70 

0.85 

7.80 

1.66 

2.52 

u 

Honeysuckle,  . 

71.20 

20.76 

28.80 

41.44 

10.47 

0.71 

7.80 

1.78 

3.80 

11 

Challenge, 

80.24 

30.72 

10.76 

40.52 

12.41 

8.77 

7.80 

1.74 

8.18 

• 

Challenge, 

74.14 

20.67 

25.86 

44.47 

11.16 

0.65 

7.20 

1.66 

S.04 

IS 

Tip  Top,  . 
RusMirs, . 

77.76 

33.27 

22.25 

44.48 

11.16 

13.20 

7.20 

1.71 

2.23 

11 

74.65 

29.08 

25.85 

44.72 

10.46 

11.16 

6.60 

1.71 

2.54 

. 

Gall  Borden  Eagle, 

75.70 

30.18 

24.08 

45.70 

13.06 

8.40 

6.60 

1.82       S.81  1 

11 

Magnolia, 

79.00 

30.75 

21.00 

48.25 

11.61 

10.74 

6.40 

1.80 

2.64 

10 

Leader,     . 

78.04 

32.52 

21.06 

45.52 

18.40 

11.00 

5.40 

1.82 

1.85 

10 

Standard, . 

73.04 

26.96     26.96 

46.08 

7.44 

13.58 

4.80 

1.14 

S.02  ; 

11 

Ginter's,   . 

69.30 

29.15     30.70 

40.15 

11.80 

12.15 

3.06 

2.05        1.05 

. 

Dewey,     . 

70.14 

27.29  '  29.86 

42.85 

18.40 

9.66 

l.fiO  1 

2.43  i     0.62 

14 

Defiance,  . 

70.64 

31.31      29.36 

20.33 

14.61 

12.04 

1.80  1 

2.86  .     0.57 

s 

Dewey,     . 

70.68 

27.99  !  29.32 

42.69 

13.40 

10. 7S 

1.35 

2.46  i     0.47  1 

14 

Anchor,    . 

70.11 

30.24  j  29.89 

39.87 

15.02 

12.34 

1.20  ' 

1.64  '     0.38 

. 

Sunshine, 

76. 4S 

36.29     23.52 

40.29 

15.95 

16.95 

0.90 

2.71   '     0.27 

« 

Dewey,     . 

70.04 

26.92 

29.26 

43.12 

14.20 

10.06 

0.76 

1.90  ■     0.26  '■ 

14 

Dewey,     . 

67.07 

27.65     32.93 

39.42 

13.40  1 

11.19 

0.75  ' 

2.31   1     0.25 

14 

Dewey,     . 

69.15  I 

27.26     30.85 

41.89 

14.50 

10.03 

0.76 

1.08  ,     0.26  , 

14 

Monarch,  . 

64.66 

30.36 

85.34 

34.30 

15.95 

11.12 

0.75 

2.54 

0.24  ' 

14 

MoDarch,  . 

65.27 

28.91 

34.73 

36.36 

16.75 

9.96 

0.30 

1.90 

0.10 

14 

Dewey, 

65.54 

27.41 

34.46 

38.13 

18.40 

11.33 

0.30 

2.38 

0.10 

14 

Dewey,     . 

65.79 

27.56 

34.21 

38.23 

13.40 

11.50  : 

0.30 

2.36  1     0.10  1 

14 

Dewey,     . 

67.28  ' 

27.62 

32.72 

39.66 

13.40 

11.57 

0.30 

2.35  1     0.10 

14 

Monarch,  . 

66.11 

30.36     33.89 

35.76 

16.34  ! 

11.61 

0.15  1 

2.26       0.04  1 

14 

Dewey,     . 

69.06 

1 
1 

25.79 

30.94 

43.27 

11.55 

11.78 

0.09 

2.46 

1 

Trace.; 

14 

Butter. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  samples  were  examined,  of  which 
2  were  found  to  be  oleomarirarine. 


Caxxed  Goods. 

These  consisted  mainly  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  such  as 
peaches,  plums,  apples,  tomatoes,  peas,  beans,  etc.,  examined  for 
metallic  contamination,  and  canned  soups  for  preservatives.     Some 
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of  the  canned  vegetables  were  greened  with  copper  sulphate,  and 
others,  found  to  contain  copper,  derived  it  evidently  from  the  ket- 
tles or  utensils  used  in  cooking.  A  few  contained  lead  in  appre- 
ciable amount,  probably  from  the  solder  of  the  cans. 

The  following  samples  of  canned  vegetables  were  kept  in  the 
laboratory  fifteen  months  before  being  examined  for  copper  and 
lead :  — 


Chabactks  of  Samplb. 


Brand. 


Capacitj  of 

Can  In 
Grammes. 


Orammes  of 

Copper 
io  Contanta. 


Orammes  of 

Lead 
In  (Jontents. 


Cabbage, 

Clams, 

Peaa 

Peaa, 

Peaa, 

Bqaash, • 

String  Beans  (French), 

String  Beans, 

String  Beans, 

Pumpkin, 

Tomatoes, 

Tomatoes, 


Hatchet, 
Team,     . 
Bine  Bella, 
Oval, 
Pawtaxet, 
Marrow, 
Extra  Fine, 
First  Qaallty 
Clipper, . 
Seneca,  . 
Extra  Fine, 
1ft.  Pleaaant, 


160 
160 
160 
200 
200 
800 
200 
260 
200 
200 
200 
200 


0.0000 
0.0022 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0124 
0.0138 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 


0.0003 
0.0002 
0.0002 
0.0003 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0002 
0.0000 
0.0000 
0.0000 


Samples  of  sardines  in  mustard  and  oil  were  examined  for  salts 
of  tin,  the  cans  showing  considerable  corrosion,  due  to  the  vinegar 
with  which  the  mustard  was  mixed.  The  contents  of  a  half-pound 
can  were  found  to  contain  the  equivalent  of  0.376  grammes  of 
metallic  tin,  while  that  of  a  quarter-pound  can  contained  0.072 
grammes. 

Samples  of  tomato  soup  were  found   preserved  with  salicylic 

acid. 

Cheese. 

Forty-five  samples,  all  genuine,  were  examined.  Several  samples 
of  *'  skim-milk"  cheese  were  found. 


Chocolate  and  Cocoa. 

Thirty-six  samples  were  analyzed,  of  which  17  were  adulterated. 
Those  classed  as  adulterated  were  mainly  cocoas  containing  added 
wheat  or  sugar.     The  poorest  sample  contained  15  per  cent,  of  wheat. 
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Coffee. 

Of  157  samples  examined,  15  were  adulterated,  the  worst  sample 
containing  90  per  cent,  of  roasted  peas,  wheat,  pea  hulls  and  chiccory. 
Other  adulterants  found  were  bark,  wood  and  charcoal. 

A  number  of  so-called  coffee  substitutes  were  examined,  most  of 
which  were  composed,  as  alleged,  of  cereals  only.  Some  contained 
roasted  wheat  alone ;  others  were  mixtures  of  wheat  and  peas,  and 
a  few  contained  chiccory.  Nearly  all  of  these  goods  have  labels 
calling  attention  to  the  evil  effects  of  coffee,  and  one  of  the  latter 
class,  purporting  to  contain  nothing  but  the  entire  wheat  kernel 
roasted  and  ground,  had  also  peas  and  about  30  per  cent,  of  that 
**  most  harmful  ingredient"  coffee  itself. 

Cooking  Utensils. 

Under  this  head  were  examined  15  samples  of  enamelled  iron 
ware  for  metallic  poison  in  the  glaze.  The  glaze  was  treated  by 
boiling  at  least  half  an  hour  with  concenti*ated  sulphuric  acid,  and 
the  resulting  solution  tested  in  each  case  for  arsenic  and  antimony. 
Six  were  found  free  from  both  these  metals,  and  9  contained  an 
appreciable  amount  of  antimony.  No  arsenic  was  found  in  any 
case.  It  is  extremely  doubtful  if  any  of  the  ordinary  culinarv 
operations  would  extract  enough  antimony  to  prove  harmful  even 
if  it  were  present,  so  strongly  is  it  held  in  the  glaze. 

COXFECTIOXEIIY. 

Eighty-nine  samples  were  examined,  3  of  which  containerl  ohro- 
mate  of  lead.  Of  late  years  this  pigment  has  been  rarely  used  as  a 
colorinir  for  candy,  since  the  harmless  anilines  are  much  uxovo  hril- 
liant  and  serviceable  for  this  purpose.  In  the  3  samples  reported 
to  contain  it,  the  lead  chromate  was  present  in  such  small  iimoimt 
that  it  was  evidently  an  impurity  in  the  coloring  matter  u<od  in 
each  case. 

Ckeam  of  Tartar. 

Of  the  392  samples  examined,  19  were  adulterated.  One  sample 
contiiined  70  per  cent,  of  corn-starch  and  gypsum.  Other  adulter- 
ants found  during  the  year  were  alum  and  acid  phosphate  of  lime. 
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Floub. 

The  adulteration  of  flour  has  apparently  not  been  largely  prac- 
tised in  this  State.  Of  145  samples  of  flour  collected,  only  5 
proved  on  examination  with  the  microscope  to  contain  anything 
other  than  the  product  of  the  wheat.  These  5  samples  contained 
small  portions  of  corn-starch,  but  by  no  means  to  the  extent  of  some 
of  tlie  "mixed  flours"  sold  in  the  West. 

Honey. 

Ninety-four  samples  were  tested,  of  which  14  were  adulterated 
with  cane  sugar  or  glucose  syrup.  In  some  cases,  both  these  adul- 
terants were  found.  One  sample  contained  68  per  cent,  of  glucose 
syrup  and  10  per  cent,  of  cane  sugar. 

Lard. 

Thirty-eight  samples  were  examined,  2  being  found  to  contain 
cotton-seed  oil.  The  Zeiss  Refractometer  has  been  found  to  be  the 
most  ready  means  of  indicating  suspicious  samples. 

Maple  Sugar. 

Five  samples  w^ere  adulterated  out  of  the  50  examined,  consisting 
wholly  or  in  part  of  cane  sugar  other  than  maple. 

One  sample  of  maple  sugar  known  to  have  been  made  fi'om  sap 
drawn  from  the  tree  through  a  lead  spigot  (which  is  a  common  prac- 
tice in  New  York  State)  was  examined  for  lead.  Only  0.00017 
gramme  of  lead  was  found  in  400  grammes  of  the  sample. 

Maple  Syrup. 

Sixty  samples  of  maple  syrup  were  examined,  all  pure  but  1, 
which  contained  23  per  cent,  of  glucose  syrup. 

Molasses. 

Of  135  samples  analyzed,  12  contained  commercial  glucose,  the 
sophisticated  samples  containing  from  20  to  70  per  cent,  of  this 
adulterant. 

Syrup. 

Four  samples  were  examined,  all  genuine. 
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Tea. 

Eighty-eight  samples  were  tested,  3  of  which  contained  admix- 
tures of  stems  and  dirt. 

Vinegar. 

Vinegar  still  takes  the  lead  as  the  highest  adulterated  of  any 
article  of  food  on  the  list,  53  per  cent,  of  the  samples  being  below 
the  standard.  Thirty-three  out  of  the  62  samples  examined  were, 
in  fact,  adulterated.  The  total  solids  of  several  samples  were 
abnormally  high,  having  been  "reinforced"  with  caramel,  etc. 

The  following  table  shows  the  acidity  and  total  solids  of  the 
samples  tested.  The  legal  standard  requires  4.5  per  cent,  of  acetic 
acid  and  2  per  cent,  of  solids.  The  full-faced  type  indicates  those 
samples  found  below  the  standard,  as  well  as  those  otherwise 
adulterated. 


Percent. 

Per  Cent. 

Per  Cent 

Per  Cent. 

Percent. 

PwCent 

Percent 

Per  Cart. 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

Acetic  Acid. 

Solids. 

Acetic  Aeld. 

Solids. 

AooUcAdd. 

SoUds. 

AeeUc  Add. 

SoUdft. 

6.82 

6.00 

6.18 

1.92 

4.70 

2.03 

1 

4.60 

2.40 

6.28 

6.62 

5.02 

1.24 

4.70 

2.26 

4.60 

2.06 

6.12 

1.73 

5.06 

1.56 

1        4.70 

3.22 

4.60 

2.72 

S.98 

1.00 

5.00 

2.70 

4.66 

2.70 

4.50 

2.21 

5.84 

1.50 

5.00 

1.46 

4.66 

2.40 

4.50 

2.23 

6.73 

2.81 

4.96 

2.20 

4.66 

2.30 

4.50 

1.80 

5.66 

1.20 

4.90 

2.36 

4.66 

2.44        ' 

4.46 

2.51 

5.62 

1.95       j 

4.86 

2.31 

4.64 

2.50 

4.40 

2.82 

5.60 

-•              ; 

4.82 

2.13 

4.64 

2.03 

4.40 

1.70 

5.36 

2.21 

*        4.82 

2.83 

4.62 

1.92 

4.28 

1.24 

5.35 

1.00        i 

4.82 

2.00 

4.60 

2.28 

4.25 

2.14 

5.30 

5.04 

4.80 

1.90 

4.60 

2.16 

4.12 

2.93 

5.10 

2.68       : 

4.74 

1.80 

4.56 

1.20 

3.98 

2.46 

5.14 

1.40 

4.72 

2.20 

4.52 

1.00 

3.95 

0.40 

5.14 

i 

1.11 

4.72 

1.66 

4.52 

2.07 

! 

3.06 

1.91 

•  White  wine  vinegar. 


Spices. 

All'<pi(:e, — One  hundred  and  sixty-five  samples  were  examined, 
of  which  14  were  adulterated.  One  sample  contained  70  per  cent, 
of  nut  shells,  corn,  pepper  and  turmeric. 

Cassia.  —  Of  219  samples,  IG  were  adulterated,  the  poorest 
sample  containing  90  per  cent,  of  wheat,  powdered  charcoal  and 
turmeric.  One  sample  of  so-called  cassia  contained  no  less  than 
six  foreign  ingredients  mixed,  viz.,  wheat,  corn,  nut  shells,  tur- 
meric, pepper  and  mustard. 
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Cayenne.  —  Thirty-eight  samples  were  examined,  of  which  10 
were  adulterated.  One  sample  contained  55  per  cent,  of  rice, 
wheat  and  turmeric.  Other  adulterants  found  in  cayenne  were 
ground  fruit  stones,  redwood  and  buckwheat. 

Cloves.  —  Of  294  samples  examined  35  were  adulterated.  The 
worst  sample  contained  70  per  cent,  of  peas  and  pea  hulls.  Other 
foreign  substances  found  in  cloves  were  stems,  pepper,  fruit  stones, 
wheat  bran,  sawdust  and  charcoal. 

Ginger.  —  Two  hundred  and  nine  samples  were  analyzed,  of 
which  27  were  adulterated.  One  sample  consisted  almost  wholly 
of  turmeric,  wheat  and  buckwheat.  Other  adulterants  found  in 
ginger  were  rice  and  sawdust. 

Mace.  —  Sixteen  samples  were  tested,  half  of  which  were  of  poor 
quality.  The  worst  sample  contained  30  per  cent,  of  corn.  Wild 
mace  is  another  common  adulterant. 

Mustard.  —  This  is  the  most  commonly  adulterated  of  all  spices. 
Two  hundred  and  ninety-three  samples  were  tested,  94  being  adul- 
terated. One  sample  contained  80  per  cent,  of  rice,  wheat  and 
turmeric.     Several  samples  contained  corn-starch. 

y^utmeg.  —  Of  15  samples,  2  were  adulterated,  1  containing  25 
per  cent,  of  nutshells. 

Pepper,  —  Three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  samples  were  ana- 
lyzed. Thirty-seven  were  adulterated.  The  worst  sample  con- 
tained 70  per  cent,  of  buckwheat,  nutshells  and  turmeric.  Corn, 
cayenne  and  charcoal  were  also  found  as  adulterants  of  pepper. 

Miscellaneous  Foods. 

Baking  Poioders.  —  A  large  number  of  brands  were  examined, 
many  of  which  contained  alum. 

Bologna  Satusages  were  found  colored  with  Bismarck  brown. 
They  were  examined  for  arsenic  (as  an  impurity  in  the  color)  but 
were  found  free  from  it. 

Cider.  —  Samples  of  bottled  sweet  cider  and  of  boiled  cider  were 
examined  for  preservatives.     Of  5  samples  of  boiled  cider  exam- 
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ined,   3  contained  salicylic  acid.     Two  samples  out   of  5  of  the 
sweet  cider  were  found  to  contain  salicylic  acid. 

Cider  Jdly.  —  Several  samples  of  this  jelly  were  found  to  be 
preserved  with  salicylic  acid. 

Codfish.  — It  is  a  common  practice  to  use  boracic  acid  as  a  pre- 
servative in  codfish.     Several  brands  were  found  to  be  so  treated. 

Evaporated  Apples,  —  Samples  of  these  were  examined  for  zinc 
derived  in  some  cases,  as  experience  has  shown,  from  the  trays  on 
which  they  are  dried.     One  sample  was  found  to  contain  it. 

Flavoring  Extracts^  etc.  —  Samples  of  **  vanilla  extract"  were 
found  to  depend  wholly  or  in  part  on  coumarin  for  their  flavor. 

A  sample  of  **  vanilla  crystals  "  was  found  to  be  a  mixture  of 
granulated  sugar  and  coumarin. 

A  so-called  **  vanilla  frostlene,"  intended  for  use  in  making  frost- 
ing for  cake,  was  an  aqueous  solution  of  coumarin,  gelatine  and 
sugar. 

An  **  extract  of  pineapple"  proved  on  analysis  to  be  an  alcoholic 
solution  of  amyl  butyrate. 

Junket  Tablets  were  found  to  contain  salt  and  dried  extract  of 
rennet. 

Letnonade  Cvi/sfaJs.  —  These  were  found  in  most  cases  to  be 
composed  of  granulated  sugar  and  lemon  juice.  One  sample  con- 
tained oil  of  turpentine. 

JPicMes.  —  One  sample  was  found  to  contain  sulphuric  acid. 

Preparations  for  Hasty  Deserts.  —  A  number  of  these  have  been 
examined.  Their  chief  ingredients  are  gelatine  and  citric  acid, 
some  with  and  some  without  sugar.  One  sample  contained  ^rela- 
tine,  orange  extract  and  an  aniline  dye ;  another,  corn-starch,  gela- 
tine and  chocolate.     They  contained  nothing  harmful. 

Sornatose  Biscuit  was  found  to  contain  an  appreciable  amount  of 
albumose. 

JPreservaline.  —  Attention  has  been  called  under  the  head  of  milk 
preservatives  to  a  preparation  of  this  name,  consisting  of  a  solution 
of  formaldehyde  for  use  in  milk.  Another  article,  called  by  the 
same  name,  and  advertised  as  a  «'  simple,  harmless  preparation "  to 
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keep  cider,  fruits,  vegetables,  preserves,  jellies,  jams,  mince  meat, 
grape-juice,  etc.,  from  spoiling,  was  examined  and  found  to  consist 
of  salicylic  acid.  According  to  directions  accompanying  the  sam- 
ple, three  measures  of  the  preservative  were  to  be  dissolved  in  a 
quart  of  water,  the  measure  being  a  small  paper  box  contained  in 
the  package. 

This  we  found  to  be  practically  a  saturated  solution  of  salicylic 
acid,  and,  according  to  directions,  certain  fruits  and  vegetables 
were  to  be  preserved,  without  cooking,  by  simply  soaking  in  this 
strong  solution  till  used.  In  the  case  of  fruits  thus  preserved  that 
are  to  l>e  eaten  without  subsequent  cooking,  such  as  berries  and  the 
like,  wherein  the  fruit  juice  mingles  witlT  the  acid  solution,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  amount  of  salicylic  acid  taken  into  the  system  is 
relatively  large. 

Summary  of  Statistics  of  Foods  exclusive  of  Milk, 


Foods. 

Oennine. 

Adnltoratod. 

ToUl. 

Por  Cent  of 
Adaltendon. 

Allspice, 

161 

14 

166 

8.6 

Butter,     . 

836 

2 

387 

0.6 

Canned  Goods, 

43 

26 

69 

87.6 

Cassia,     . 

203 

16 

219 

7.8 

Cayenne, . 

28 

10 

38 

26.3 

Cheese,    . 

' 

46 

0 

46 

0.0 

Chocolate, 

19 

17 

36 

47.2 

Cloves,    . 

259 

86 

294 

11.9 

Coflfee,     . 

142 

16 

167 

9.6 

Condensed  Milks, 

30 

18 

48 

87.6 

Cooking  Utensils,   . 

16 

0 

16 

0.0 

Confectionery, 

86 

8 

89 

8.4 

Cream  of  Tartar, 

873 

19 

892 

4.8 

Flour,      . 

140 

6 

146 

3.4 

Ginger,    . 

182 

27 

209 

12.9 

Honey,     . 

80 

14 

94 

14.8 

Lard, 

36 

2 

38 

6.3 

Mace, 

8 

8 

16 

60.0 

Maple  Sugar,  . 

46 

6 

60 

10.0 

Maple  Syrup,  . 

69 

1 

60 

1.7 

Miscellaneous, 

156 

82 

238 

84.4 

Molasses, 

123 

12 

136 

8.9 

Mustard, . 

199 

94 

293 

32.1 

Nutmeg,  . 

13 

2 

16 

13.3 

Pepper,    . 

350 

37 

387 

9.6 

Syrup,     . 
Tea, 

4 

86 

0 
3 

4 

88 

0.0 
3.4 

Vinegar, . 

29 

38 

62 

63.2 

Totals,      . 

1 

1 

>        • 

3,238 

600 

8,738 

13.4 
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Pharmacoikeial  Drugs. 

Acidum  Benzotcum.  —  Three  samples  were  examined,  all  of  good 
quality. 

Acidum  Hydrobromkum  Dilutum,  —  One  sample  of  this  drug 
was  tested  and  found  pure. 

Acidum  Sulphurosum.  —  The  single  sample  examined  was  of 
poor  quality,  being  a  weak  sulphuric  acid. 

Acidum  Tannicum,  —  Two  samples  were  tested,  both  of  good 
quality. 

^Ether.  —  Twenty-five  samples  were  examined,  all  of  good  stand- 
ard quality. 

^ther  Aceticus.  — One  sample  was  analyzed  and  proved  to  l)e  of 
good  quality. 

Alcohol.  —  Fifteen  samples  were  examined,  of  which  3  were  be- 
low the  required  standard. 

Aloe  Purijicata,  —  Eight  samples  were  examined,  2  of  which  wore 
poor. 

Aloe  Socofrina.  —  Six  samples  were  tested,  all  pure. 

Aqua  Amiuoniiv., — Two  samples  were  examined,  both  of  which 
conformed  to  the  requirements. 

Afjua  Ammonia'  Fortior, — Of  the  9  samples  examined,  3  con- 
tained insufficient  ammonia. 

Aqua  Dest ilia ta,  —  Of  the  17  samples  examined,  13  proved  to 
be  poor  by  reason  of  high  residues.  These  residues,  in  part<  per 
100,000  of  the  samples  analyzed,  are  as  follows :  — 


14.4 

7.6 

4.5 

0.0 

10.0 

6.9 

3.6 

0.0 

9.4 

6.5 

3.4 

0.0 

9.4 

4.7 

3.0 

0.0 

8.0 
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Argenti  Nitras,  —  Twenty  samples  were  analysed,  of  which  1 
was  of  poor  quality. 

Bismuthi  Subcarhonas,  —  Eighteen  samples  were  examined,  of 
which  3  were  not  up  to  the  requirements. 

Bismuthi  Subnitras.  —  Of  the  19  samples  examined,  5  were  not 
of  standard  quality. 

Calx  Ghlorata.  —  Five  samples  were  tested,  all  of  which  were 
far  below  the  standard  fixed  by  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The  following 
figures  show  the  per  cent,  of  available  chlorine  found  in  the  sam- 
ples examined,  the  standard  being  35  per  cent :  — 


Brookman's  Brand,    .        .        .26.00 
Acme  Brand,      .  .        .7.00 

Acme  Brand,      .        .        .        .0.06 


Red  Cross  Brand, 
Lion  Brand, 


0.66 
7.00 


Capsicum.  —  Sixty-three  samples  were  examined,  of  which  13 
were  adultered  by  admixture  with  foreign  substances,  including 
wheat,  corn  and  red  wood.  The  worst  adulterated  sample  contained 
35  per  cent,  of  wheat  and  corn. 

It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  ratio  of  adulteration  of  capsicum 
as  a  drug,  which  is  20.6  per  cent.,  with  that  of  cayenne  from  the 
grocery  stores,  the  ratio  of  adulteration  of  which  has  been  seen  to 
be  26.3  per  cent. 

Caryophylhis,  —  Eleven  samples  were  examined,  all  pure. 

Cera  Alba,  —  Seventeen  samples  proved  to  be  all  of  good  stand- 
ard quality. 

Cera  Flava.  — The  2  samples  examined  were  pure. 

Cerii  Oxalas.  —  Six  samples  were  tested  and  found  of  good 
quality. 

Chloral.  —  Four  samples  were  examined,  all  good. 

Chloroformum.  —  Six  samples  were  examined,  of  which  1  was 
below  the  standard. 


714  STATE  BOARD   OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 

Cinnamomum  Cassia.  —  Eleven  samples,  all  of  good  quality, 
were  analyzed. 

Extractum  Glycyrrhiz(B,  — Twenty-three  samples  were  examined, 
of  which  18  were  found  to  contain  admixtures  of  corn-starch,  1 
sample  being  found  with  30  per  cent,  of  that  ingredient. 

Extractum  Zingiberis  Fluidum.  —  Eight  samples  were  examined, 
of  which  7  were  found  to  be  of  poor  quality,  being  alcoholic  extracts 
of  oil-free  or  exhausted  ginger,  colored  with  caramel. 

Ferri  et  Qnininod  Gitras, — Nineteen  samples  were  examined. 
Of  these,  13  were  below  the  standard,  being  deficient  in  quinine. 

Ferri  et  Strychnina*  Citras.  —  Of  the  12  samples  tested,  1  con- 
tained insufficient  strychnine. 

Glycerinum, — Forty-six  samples  were  tested,  1  being  of  poor 
quality,  containing  carbonizable  impurities, 

Limonis  Succus.  —  Twelve  samples  were  submitted,  all  of  poor 
quality.  All  were  deficient  in  citric  acid,  4  were  preserved  with 
salicylic  acid  and  2  contained  formaldehyde.  Notable  traces  of 
chlorides  and  sulphates  were  found  in  many  of  them. 

Two  samples  of  a  brand  known  as  ''  Santiago  West  Indian  Lime 
Juice,  Triple  Refined,"  were  examined  and  proved  to  be  mixtures 
of  hydrochloric  and  salicylic  acids,  containing  in  fact  no  lime  juice 
whatever. 

Liquor  Magnesii  Citralis, — Of  the  3  samples  tested,  1  was  of 
poor  (juality,  containing  the  equivalent  of  0.22  per  cent,  of  sulphuric 
acid  and  having  a  mouldy  sediment. 

JSIacis,  —  One  sample  was  examined  and  found  pure. 

Jff/ri.stica.  — One  sample  of  pure  ground  nutmeg,  sold  as  a  drug, 
was  examined. 

Ohuia  ^Ethereum.  —  One  sample  was  tested  and  found  of  poor 
quality. 

Oletf/n  LimoHiS.  —  Six  samples  were  examined,  of  which  one  wa? 
adulterated  with  20  per  cent,  of  oil  of  turpentine. 
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Oleum  Olivce.  —  Of  77  samples  tested,  25  consisted  wholly  or 
in  part  of  cotton-seed  oil.  The  Zeiss  Refractometer  proves  most 
useful  in  distinguishing  between  the  good  and  the  spurious  olive  oils. 

Opii  Pulvis,  —  Sixteen  samples  were  assayed,  6  of  which  were 
deficient  in  morphine  while  one  contained  too  much. 

The  following  figures  show  the  percentage  of  morphine  found  in 
the  various  samples,  the  standard  fixed  by  the  Pharmocopoeia  being 
not  less  than  13  nor  more  than  15  per  cent. :  — 


16.2 

18.9 

13.0 

9.7 

15.0 

13.9 

13.0 

8.8 

15.0 

18.7 

12.1 

7.2 

U.9 

18.2 

10.5 

5.4 

Pimenta.  —  Ten  samples  were  analyzed,  all  good. 

Pij)ei\  —  Eight  samples  were  tested,  one  of  which  was  adulterated 
with  20  per  cent,  of  buckwheat. 

PotasHii  Bitartras.  —  Thirty-four  samples  were  examined,  all 
pure. 

Pnlvis  Ghjcifrrhizoe  Com])ositus. — Three  samples  were  exam- 
ined, of  which  one  was  adulterated  with  35  per  cent,  of  corn- 
starch. 

Sopo.  —  One  sample  was  tested  and  found  to  be  of  good  standard 
quality. 

Si  nap  is  Alba. — Three  samples  were  examined,  of  which  1  was 
adulterated  with  wheat. 

iSpiritus  ^theris  Corn2)ositus.  —  Seven  samples  were  analyzed, 
of  which  2  were  of  poor  quality,  containing  no  ethereal  oil. 

SpirifuA  Frumenti.  —  Twenty-three  samples  were  examined,  none 
of  which  conformed  in  all  particulars  to  the  pharmacopoeial  stand- 
ard. Several  samples  having  suflScient  alcoholic  strength  and  low 
in  solids  were  found  to  have  insoluble  residues. 

The  percentage  of  alcohol,  and,  in  some  cases,  of  the  solids, 
are  as  follows  :  — 
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FttrOent. 

PtrCent 

Percent. 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

PerCeot 

Aloobol. 

SoIMs. 

AlcoboL 

SolkU. 

Alnohol. 

Bolide. 

Alcohol. 

SoUdt.      ' 

49.00 

0.20 

44.18 

41.20 

0.67 

38.00 

46.09 

— 

48.71 

— 

89.80 

— 

36.78 

0.20 

44.64 

0.80 

43.33 

~ 

39.70 

0.02 

86.56 

1.52 

44.27 

— 

48.05 

0.68 

89.10 

. 

86.38 

— 

44.27 

0.78 

42.29 

0.60 

39.00 

— 

86.38 

0.16 

44.27 

^^ 

42.19 

~" 

88.68 

"" 

^ 

Spiritus  Juniperi.  —  Two  samples  were  examined,  both  of  which 
were  poor.    One  contained  added  water  and  1  had  oil  of  turpentine.   ]- 


i , 


Spiritus  MenthcB  Piperitce.  —  One   sample   was   examined   and  ' 

found  of  poor  quality,  containing  no  oil  of  peppermint.  j^ 

Spiritus   Vint  Gallici.  —  Of  4  samples  tested,  3  were  of  poor  ■ 
quality :  — 


Percent 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent 
Solids. 

1 

Per  Cent. 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent 
SoUds. 

Percent 
AloohoL 

Percent 

8oUd«. 

Percent 

AloohoL 

Per  Cent 
Solids. 

49.00 

- 

44.14 

0.80 

42.48 

0.30 

41.40    i 

1 

1 

Syrupus,  —  Four  samples  were  examined,  2  of  which  were  de- 
ficient in  sugar. 

Vinum  Album,  —  Of  the  6  samples  examined,  all  were  below  the 
standard.  Added  alcohol  and  suii^ar  the  chief  fiilsification.  The 
percentages  of  alcohol  and  of  solids  were  as  follows :  — 


Per  Cent. 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent 
Solids. 

Per  Cent. 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent. 
Solids. 

1 

Per  Cent 
Alcohol. 

i 

Per  Cent. 
SoUds. 

Per  Cent.        P.  r  Cent 
Alcohol.           Solids. 

19.06 
18.08 

5.85 

5.68 

17.25 
16.92 

5.94 
4.55 

16.31 

■  -                     1 

5.20 

1 

15.92        4.62 

Vinum  Rubrum. — Ten  samples  were  analyzed,  all  being  below 
the  standard  by  reason  of  too  much  alcohol  or  by  added  sugar. 
Percentages  of  alcohol  and  of  solids  in  the  samples  were :  — 


No.  34.]         FOOD  AJS^D  DRUG  INSPECTION. 


717 


Per  Cent. 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent. 
HoUdi. 

Per  Cent 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent. 
Solids. 

Per  Cent. 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent. 
Solids. 

Per  Cent. 
Alcohol. 

Per  Cent. 
SoUds. 

19.67 
19.25 
18.38 

6.89 

13.46 
10.90 

16.92 
16.62 
16.23 

14.44 

15.73 
12.12 

13.77 
13.31 

1 

19.44 
10.15 

13.23 
11.31 

9.74 

11.75 

Tinvtura  Ferri  ChloridL  —  The  single  sample  examined  was 
found  to  be  of  insufficient  strength, 

Tinrfura  lodi.  —  Thirty-one  samples  were  tested,  of  which  27 
were  below  the  standard. 

It  has  been  our  custom  to  express  the  results  in  terms  of  the  per- 
centage of  the  standard  strength  required  by  the  Pharmacopoeia. 
The  following  figures  show  the  results  thus  expressed  of  the  samples 
examined :  — 

Per  Cent,  of  United  States  Pharmacopttia  Strength. 


100.0 

83.7 

79.3 

73.3 

70.6 

100.0 

82.6 

78.0 

72.0 

70.0 

100.0 

81.4 

77.1 

71.6 

63.0 

100.0 

81.2 

76.3 

70.8 

67.9 

96.8 

80.2 

74.3 

70.8 

61.2 

89.7 

80.0 

73.9 

70.6 

38.6 

87.5 

Tinrfura  Opii.  —  Seventy-one  samples  were  assayed,  of  which 
54  were  found  deficient  in  morphine.  The  Pharmacopoeia  requires 
from  1.3  to  1.5  grammes  of  morphine  in  100  cubic  centimeters  of 
the  tincture.     The  samples  assayed  stood  as  follows  :  — 

Orammes  Morphine  per  100  Cubic  Centimeters, 


1.47 

1.30 

1.18 

1.09 

1.01 

0.91 

0.79 

1.45 

1.30 

1.17 

1.09 

1.01 

0.88 

0.78 

1.42 

1.30 

1.17 

1.07 

0.99 

0.87 

0.77 

1.41 

1.30 

1.14 

1.06 

0.99 

0.86 

0.76 

1.39 

1.30 

1.14 

1.06 

0.96 

0.86 

0.74 

1.39 

1.26 

1.14 

1.06 

0.96 

0.86 

0.71 

1.38 

1.24 

1.13 

1.03 

0.93 

0.84 

0.62 

1.37 

1.23 

1.12 

1.03 

0.93 

0.83 

0.68 

1.37 

1.21 

1.11 

1.02 

0.93 

0.82 

0.57 

1.33 

1.19 

1.09 

1,02 

0.92 

0.82 

0.52 

1.31 

Zinfjiher. — Five  samples  were  examined,  all  of  which  were  pure. 
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Miscellaneous  Drugs. 
Borated  Talcum  was  found  to  be  a  mixture  of  talc  and  borax. 

Catai*7*k  Cures,  —  Five  samples  were  examined,  4  of  which  were 
found  to  contain  cocaine. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion.  —  Seventeen  samples,  representing 
several  brands  of  this  preparation,  were  examined  for  morphine 
and  found  not  to  contain  it. 

**  Cold  in  the  Head  Tablets''  were  found  to  contain  aconite,  cam- 
phor and  creosote. 

Extract  of  Malt  and  Iron  (JJoffs)  was  found  to  contain  4.18  })€r 
cent,  by  weight  of  alcohol. 

**  Fruit  Cream  Lotion''  proved  to  be  an  emulsion  of  almond  oil 
containing  borax. 

Gin,  —  Several  samples  were  examined,  and  found  to  be  of  suffi- 
cient alcoholic  strength. 

Grape  Juice, — Samples  of  this  preparation  were  found  pre- 
served with  salicylic  acid. 

ITeadache  Cures,  —  Twenty-one  samples  of  these  powders  were 
examined.  The  followinu^  inirredients  were  found  in  theiii,  viz., 
celery,  sodium  bicarbonate,  antifcbrin,  cafleine,  pheuacetine,  starch, 
gentian  and  various  spices.  No  chloral,  cocaine  or  morphine  was 
found  in  any  of  them. 

A  favorite  prescription,  according  to  which  many  of  these  pow- 
ders is  prepared,  seems  to  be  a  mixture  of  acetanilide  (antifoiaiu), 
cafleine  and  bicarbonate  of  soda. 

Inser(iridef<.  — Several  samples  were  examined  and  found  to  con- 
tain nothing  poisonous  to  man.  One  sample  consisted  of  turpen- 
tine, resin  and  cresol ;  another  of  cocoa,  gypsum,  starch  and  borax, 
and  a  third  was  composed  almost  entirely  of  borax. 

**  Kohoiy  —  *'  The  e(]ual  of  alcohol  for  burning  purposes  l)ut  not 
to  ])e  used  internally."  This  was  found  to  be  commercial  wood 
alcohol. 
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♦*  Quince  Lotion"  —  This  was  found  to  contain  borax  and  oil  of 
bergamot. 

Quinine  puis. — Three  samples  of  ** two-grain"  pills  were  ex- 
amined. Of  these y  1  sample  proved  to  contain  2.05  grains  to  the 
pill  of  alkaloids,  reckoned  as  quinine  sulphate,  89.4  per  cent,  of 
the  total  alkaloids  being  quinine. 

Another  sample  showed  1.92  grains  per  pill  of  alkaloids,  85.9 
per  cent,  being  quinine. 

A  third  contained  1.97  grains  per  pill  of  alkaloids,  of  which  84.6 
per  cent,  was  quinine. 

One  sample  of  **  three-grain  "  pills  showed  on  analysis  2.7  grains 
to  the  pill  of  alkaloids,  91.9  per  cent,  of  which  was  quinine. 

Root  Beer.  —  A  sample  was  found  to  contain  salicylic  acid. 

**  Skin  Success  Ointment"  —  This  was  found  to  contain  red  oxide 
of  mercury. 

Snuff.  —  Several  samples  were  examined  for  cocaine  and  found 
to  be  free  from  it.  Ingredients  of  these  preparations  were  chosen 
from  the  following:  camphor,  tobacco,  sodium  bicarbonate,  borax 
and  boracic  acid. 

Summary. 


Genuine. 


Adalterated. 


ToUI. 


Per  Cent  of 
Adnlteration. 


Milk,       .        .        .        . 

Food  not  milk, 

Drugs,     .        .        .        . 

Totals,      . 


4,182 

3,238 

531 


1,906 
600 
281 


7,951 


2,687 


6,088 

3,738 

812 


10,638 


31.3 
13.4 
34.6 


25.3 


Respectfully  submitted. 


ALBERT  E.    LEACH, 

Assistant  Analyst 
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WESTERN  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  milk  of  the  four  western  counties  of  the  8tate  fBerkshire, 
Huujpden,  Hampshire  and  Franklin),  so  far  as  can  be  asoertainec 
from  the  samples  collected  and  examined  during  the  year,  was  ol 
better  qnalit}-  than  the  general  average  of  other  parts  of  the  State. 
It  was  also  of  tjetter  f|uality  than  that  of  the  previous  year  from  &t 
same  ilistrict. 

The  percentage  of  the  samples  below  standard  quality  was  20.5; 
tlie  total  number  obtained  being  153,  and  the  number  of  those  below 
the  standard  being  .31,  or  20.3  per  cent. 

fThe  following  summary  embraces  the  samples  of  milk  obtainail 
during  the  year  in  cities  and  towns  west  of  Worcester  County.  Tht 
Ircsults  of  analyses  were  as  follows  :  — 

Whole  number  examined, IbS 

TCumber  above  standard ISS 

Kumb«r  below  standard, 31 

Percentage  below  staadard 20.3 

dumber  samples  of  skimmed  milk, 31 

Chicopte. 

Number  of  BamjUes  examined, 24 

Number  above  standard, S3 

Number  below  standard, 1 

Percentage  below  standard, 4.! 

Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk, 4 

Botj/oke. 

Number  of  samples  examined, 19 

Number  above  standard, Ifi 

Number  below  standard, 4 

Percentage  below  standard, 21.1 

Number  samples  of  si  ~ 
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Northampton, 

Number  of  samples  examined, 25 

Number  above  standard, 19 

Number  below  standard, 6  * 

Percentage  below  standard, 24.0 

Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk, 7 

Springfield, 

Number  of  samples  examined, 25 

Number  above  standard,          . 21 

Number  below  standard, 4 

Percentage  below  standard, 16.0 

Number  samples  of  skimmed  milk, 1 

Tho  results  in  the  towns  were  as  follows :  — 


Total. 


Abore 
Standard. 


B«tow 
Standard. 


P«rouitaff« 

iMlow 
Standard. 


Sktmmad 
Milk. 


riontague, 
>Fange,  . 
^estneld, 


18 
24 
18 


60 


13 
17 
14 


5 

7 
4 


44 


16 


2 

4 
1 


26.7 
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REPORT 


UPOX  THl 


PfiODUCTioN,  Distribution  and  Use  of  Diphtheria 

Antitoxin, 


FOR  THE 


Twelve  Months  ending  March  31,  1899. 


The  following  report,  like  its  predecessors  of  the  three  years 
1895,  1896  and  1897,  is  to  a  certain  extent  incomplete,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  absence  of  returns  from  a  considerable  number  of 
physicians  to  whom  antitoxin  was  issued  during  the  year  for  the 
treatment  of  diphtheria.  It  does,  however,  show  a  very  marked 
improvement  in  the  ratio  of  cases  in  which  a  bacterial  examination 
was  made.  This  is  accounted  for  chiefly  by  the  much  greater  ratio 
of  hospital  cases  treated  and  reported  upon.  The  reports  from  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  for  contagious  diseases  constitute  a  very  con- 
siderable proportion  of  the  whole,  since  antitoxin  has  been  issued 
to  the  hospital,  by  the  Board,  continuously  throughout  the  twelve 
months  embraced  in  the  report. 

Following  the  same  plan  which  was  begun  in  the  twenty-seventh 
annual  report,  this  fourth  report  upon  the  production  and  use  of 
antitoxin  em])races  the  work  done  in  this  direction  for  the  year 
ending  March  31,  1899. 

The  supervision  of  antitoxin  production  has  been  under  the  charge 
of  Dr.  Theobald  Smith,  assisted  by  J.  R.  Stewart,  throughout  the 
year.  The  distribution  has  been  conducted  from  the  office  of  the 
Board  at  the  State  House. 

The  strength  of  the  serum  issued  was  maintained  at  a  higher 
average  standard  than  that  which  had  ])een  attained  in  the  previous 
years,  while  a  small  amount  of  a  weaker  serum  was  furnished  for 
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f  hospitals  and  physicians  who  desired  it  for  the  purpose  of  immiuii- 

zation. 
I  During  the  principal  part  of  the  year  the  strength  of  the  Beruoi 
I  Tvaa  such  that  bottles  were  employed  for  its  distribution  eontainiug 
[  only  5  cubic  eentimetera  in  each,  this  amount  representing  1,000 
[  units  of  antitoxin.  A  portion  of  that  which  was  issued  was  of  still 
I   greater  strength, 

I  The  serum  was  generally  distributed  to  the  boards  of  health  of 
r  titles  and  towns,  to  contagious  disease  hospitals  and  to  physiciwis 
I  throughout  the  State, 

[       The  City  Hospital  of  Boston  liegan  using  the  serum  furnished  by 

[  the  Board  regularly  in  April,  1898,  and  from  that  date  continuously 

I  to  the  present  the  Board  has  furnished  the  entire  supply  of  the  hos- 

l  pital.     This  additional  demand  greatly  increased  the  amount  required 

I   of  the  Board,  but  at  no  time  has  the  demand  exceeded  the  supply. 

L  The  experience  and  observations  of  past  years  have   enabled  the 

I   Board  to  anticipate  the  necessities  of  the  different  seasons  in  this 

particular,  so  that  a  sufficient  quantity  of  serum  may  be  produced  in 

'  the  summer,  during  the  time  of  diminished  demand,  to  provide  for 

the  usual  increase  which  has  followed  upon  the  advent  of  cooler 

weather. 

The  confidence  which  was  expressed  quite  generally  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  medical  profession,  with  reference  to  the  value  of  anti- 
toxin in  diminishing  the  fatality  of  diphtheria,  has  now  become  so 
firmly  established  that  few  practitioners  would  be  willing  to  under- 
take the  treatment  of  the  disease  without  this  important  remedy. 
Expressions  of  doubt  which  were  occasionally  heard  in  1894  and 
1895  are  now  very  rare. 

The  total  number  of  packages  issued  by  the  Board  during  the 
four  years  ending  with  March  31,  1899,  was  as  follows  :  — 

In  1896-96  (year  ending  March  31) 1,724  boUleg. 

In  1896-97  (year  ending  March  31) 9,219  boUles. 

In  1897-98  (year  ending  March  31) 4,668  twitles. 

In  1898-99  (year  ending  March  3!) 12,491  bottles. 

Total. 22,102  bolUe*. 

As  the  contents  of  each  pack^e  represent  1,000  antitoxin  units 
of  serum,  the  total  quantity  in  the  four  years  amounts  to  over 
22,000,000  units. 
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Further  comment  was  also  made  in  the  report  of  last  year  upon 
the  comparatively  small  ratio  of  reports  which  have  been  made  rela- 
tive to  the  use  of  the  product  by  physicians.  This  same  comment 
may  also  be  made  with  reference  to  the  work  of  the  past  year.  The 
reports  have  greatly  exceeded  in  number  those  of  1897,  but  the  ratio 
to  the  number  of  cases  remains  about  the  same. 

The  figures  presented  in  this  report  speak  for  themselves  so  far 
as  the  reduction  which  has  taken  place  in  the  fatality  of  diphtheria 
is  concerned.  The  fatality  in  the  pre-antitoxin  period,  as  shown  in 
past  reports  of  this  Board,  was  28.3  per  cent,  for  the  period  of  four 
years,  1891-94,  while  during  the  years  1895-98  the  general  fatality 
from  diphtheria  throughout  the  State  was  only  15.6  (see  page  766), 
and  for  those  cases  treated  with  antitoxin  it  was  only  10.7  per  cent, 
(see  page  736). 

The  strength  of  antitoxin  distributed  by  the  Board  averaged 
about  200  units  per  cubic  centimeter,  the  variability  being  mainly 
from  175  to  225  units  per  cubic  centimeter,  excepting  a  small 
quantity  which  was  produced  and  issued  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
munization. 

The  whole  number  of  cities  and  towns  to  which  antitoxin  was 
distributed  was  110,  or  4  less  than  those  which  were  published  in 
the  report  of  1897.  The  actual  number  in  each  year  was  probably 
somewhat  larger  than  these  figures,  since  a  few  of  the  more  distant 
cities  acted  as  distributing  centres  for  small  towns  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, and  in  some  instances  no  returns  were  made  from  these 
towns.  This  serum  was  distributed  to  local  boards  of  health  and 
to  physicians  in  the  following  cities  and  towns :  — 


Number  of  BoUlea  of  Diphtheria  AntUoxin  distributed  from  April  i,  1898,  to 

March  31, 1899. 


ClTT  OB  TOWK. 


Number 
Bottles. 


Boston: 
City  Hospital, 
Children's  Hospital, 
General  Snpply,    . 

Worct-sKrr, 

Cambridge, 

Lawrence, 


7,984 
605 
438 
394 
20-2 
177 


CiTT  OB  Town. 


Number 
Bottles. 


(^wcll, 
Springaeld, 
New  Bedford, 
Everett,      . 
Waltbam,  . 
Lynn, 
rtomervill**. 


148 
136 
120 
117 
lift 
100 
08 
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Number  tf  BoUki  ^  D^hikaria  AiMoxin  dittribuUd  fnm  JprC  2,  ISM,  k 

Mmnh  81^  IMP— Gontinaed. 


Pwbody.  . 
HydtPMrk, 
mahbargb 
MUford,     . 
IteookltDt, 


Waltftowiit 
North  AdMiii, 


QnliMsr,     .      . 
T«wlwbary« 
▲rllogtoB. 
Mtflboroagh,  . 
Woban,  . 
Wakeftold, 
Pltttfl«ld,  . 

OllDtOO,        . 

Beverly,    . 
North  Brookfleld, 
Medford,   . 
Fall  River, 
Cohacfet,   . 
Cblcopee,  . 
Btoneham, 
Adamt, 
Lexington, 
Winchester, 
Taunton,    . 
Milton,       . 
Medway,    . 
We«t  Springfield, 
Brook  field, 
Natick,      . 
Frarolngham,    . 
Rockland,  . 


T9 
74 
7S 
71 
69 
M 
04 
M 
67 
M 
88 
4S 
40 
88 
88 
86 
84 
88 
29 
28 
28 
27 
26 
26 
24 
24 
23 
22 
22 
22 
22 
21 
20 
10 
17 
17 
16 


HsfsrbUl, .  . 
Wlnehtodoo,  . 
Nvwbaryport,  • 
Ipawiota,    .  • 

Rowley,    • 
OkmoMttr, 
Wftro, 
Oooeord,   . 
WtttlBrookllold,     . 
Bmovor,  • 
AadoTor,  •       • 
Broektoii,  • 
WMt  If edwaf , 
Bildffewmter,    • 
North  Attleborongh, 
Northaniptoii,  • 
Maynard,  . 
AttleboroQgh,  . 
Hlngham,  . 
&fonton,     . 
Weymouth, 
Warren,     . 
Leomlnater, 
Southbridge,     . 
Athbarnham,    . 
]k[arblehead, 
Dcdham,   . 
Palmer, 
Norton, 
Manafield, . 
Middloton, 
Norwood,  . 
Hopedale, . 
Grafton,     . 
Northbridge,     . 
Lenox, 
Bonthampton,  . 


If 
U 
U 

u 
u 
u 
u 
u 

18 
IS 
U 
B 
IS 
IS 
11 
10 

9 
9 
9 
9 

8 
8 


6 

8 

6 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 
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Number  of  Bottles  oj  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  distributed  from  April  i,  1898^  to 

March  5i,i5P^  — Concluded. 


ClTT  OB  TOW». 

Foxboroagh, 

Shirley 

Belmont,   .... 

Revere,      .... 

South  Bralotree, 

Huntington, 

Medford,   .... 

Spencer,    .... 

Hardwtck, 

Westbo rough,  . 

Uzb  ridge, .... 

H  Ingham,  .... 

naverhlll,  .... 


Number 
Bottles. 


6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
b 
6 
4 
4 
4 
8 
3 


CiTT  OB  Towsr. 

Ayer 

Middleboroagh, 

Randolph, 

Bedford,    .... 

Ashland,   .... 

AbingtoD 

Worthington,   . 
Marshfleld, 
Georgetown,     . 
Sharon,      .... 
Dalton,      .... 
Edgartown,       .       . 
Total, .... 


Number 
Bottles. 


8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
3 
8 
8 
2 
2 
2 
2 


12,491 


The  following  list  presents  the  names  of  the  cities  and  towns  from 
which  detailed  reports  were  received  relative  to  the  use  of  antitoxin^ 
with  the  number  from  each  town  and  the  num])er  of  physicians  re- 
porting in  each  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1899  :  — 

List  oJ  Cities  and  Towns  from  which  Reports  have  been  received  relative  to  the  Use 
of  Antitoxin  in  the  TreatmefU  of  Diphtheria,  with  the  Number  of  Reports  from 
Each  and  the  Number  of  Physicians  reporting  in  Each, 


Placbs. 

Number  Physi- 
cians   report- 
ing. 

Cases  In  which , 
Cultures  were  i 
made. 

1  Cultures    were 
'-'     j     not  made. 

Places. 

i 

Number  Physi- 
cians   report- 
ing. 

Cases  in  which 
Cultures  were 
made. 

Cultures  were 
not  made. 

Adams,    . 

1 

1 

;  Chelsea,  . 

3 

8 

2 

Arlington, 

2 

2 

- 

Frost  Hospital,  . 

2 

1 

2 

Atlantic, . 

1 

- 

1 

Chestnut  Hill, 

1 

3 

- 

Beverly,  . 

8 

2 

i 
1     1 

Chlcopee, 

1 

- 

1 

Boston,    . 

20 

39 

9 

Cohasset, 

1 

1 

- 

City  Hospital,     , 

1 

706 

25 

Dalton,    . 

2 

- 

3 

Brockton, 

1 

- 

1 

Danvers, 

1 

3 

8 

Brookline, 

1 

1 

1 

" 

Everett,  . 

7 

6 

7 

Cambridge,     . 

2 

1        1 

1 

Fltchburg,      . 

;       10 

19 

1 

HoapiUl,     . 

1 

1« 

1 

Foxborough,  . 

1 

1 

1 
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List  of  OUie$  €md  Towmftnm  foMch  Reporii  have  beem  reoeioed  rtiaUve  ioikeUu 
ofAfUitoam  in  the  Treatment  of  Diphtheria^  with  the  Number  ofEepwUfrm 
Each  and  the  Number  of  PhyBidane  repoHing  in  Each  —  Conolnded. 


Plaou. 


FkmmlnghMn, 
Ckorgttown, 
Hudwlek. 
HavvrfaUlp 
Hblyok«» 
Hjd«Pwrk, 
ladlAD  Orehard, 
Law  ranee, 
Uneolii,  . 
LiBwood, 
Lvdtow, . 
Xilfnn, 

Hospital, 
Ifaoafleld, 
Medford, 
Merrick, . 
MlddletOD, 
Mlllbury, 
Mittlneague, 
Natick,    . 
New  Bedford, 
Newbury  port, 
Newton,  . 


h 
III 


Si 


JS  9    • 

so  8 


1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

1 

S 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 
1 

7 
8 
1 
2 


1 

1 
5 
1 
1 


^4 


1 
2 

4 

2 

1 
18 

1 
1 

8 


1 
1 
3 


North  Adama,       • 

North  Attleboroagh, 

Peabody, 

Somerville,     • 

Booth  Bratntree, 

Sprln^eld,    . 

BottoD,    . 

TaantoD, 

Three  RiTera, 

Upton,    . 

Uzbrldgo, 

Wakefield,     . 

Waltham, 

Ware, 

WatertowD,    . 
■  Woverly, 
I  West  Med  way, 

Weymouth,    . 

Winchester,    . 

Wobum, 

Worcester, 
Isolation  Hospital, 
ToUl, 


1 


IS 


2 
1 
1 

10 
1 

18 
1 


2 

3     I 
16     ' 

1     I 


17 

8 
1 
1 

2 

6 

61 

4 


18- 


966 


I  u 


U 
t 

1 
It 

1 

s 

1 
s 
t 
s 

8 

T 
1 


13 
5 

1« 


Summary  of  Reslxts  for  the  Year  ended  March   31,   1899. 

Oa,ses  in  2chich  a  Bacterial  Examination  wa^  made. 

Following  the  same  method  of  classification  which  was  adopted 
in  the  report  of  the  three  previous  years,  the  cases  in  which  cultures 
were  made  are  classified  into  those  which  proved  on  examination  to 
be  cases  of  genuine  diphtheria  and  those  which  did  not ;  in  other 
words,  into  positive  and  negative  cases. 

Diagnostic  examinations  by  means  of  culture  were  made  in  1,412 
of  the  cases  reported  as  having  been  treated  with  antitoxin,  and  of 
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these;  1,195  proved  to  be  cases  of  genuine  diphtheria  and  217  gave 
a  negative  result. 

Positive  Cases, 

Of  the  1,195  positive  cases,  or  those  in  which  a  diagnosis  of 
diphtheria  was  made  by  means  of  bacterial  culture  from  the  throat 
of  the  patient,  there  were  1,100  recoveries  and  95  deaths,  or  7.9 
per  cent.,  an  improvement  over  the  results  of  the  three  previous 
years  which  were,  respectively,  13.7,  11.6  and  8.2  per  cent. 

Sex.  —  The  number  of  males  was  559,  and  the  deaths  of  these 
were  50,  or  9  per  cent.  The  females  were  626,  and  the  deaths  of 
these  were  43,  or  6.9  per  cent.  The  sex  of  10  was  not  stated; 
2  deaths. 

Ayes.  — The  following  table  shows  the  cases  and  deaths  by  ages  :  — 


Year  ended  March  31, 1899. 


Cases. 

Deaths. 

Fatai.itt  (Pei  Cent.). 

AOB  Pehiods. 

1898. 

1807. 

From  0  to    2  years. 

From  2  to    6  years. 

From  6  to  10  years. 

Over  10  years,         .... 

Age  unknown,        .... 

143 
418 
339 
292 
3 

27 
42 
16 
10 
1 

18.9 

10.0 

4.4 

3.4 

33.0 

12.1 
11.2 

8.2 
3.7 
0.0 

1,195 

96 

7.9 

8.1 

-Oay  of  Illness  ivheii  Antitoxin  was  first  administered.  —  The 
following  table  presents  the  fatality,  according  to  the  day  of  illness 
on  which  the  antitoxin  was  first  administered :  — 


Caiei. 

Deaths. 

Fatality  (Pes  Cbxt.). 

Day. 

1808. 

1807. 

180«. 

180S. 

First,        .... 

169 

18 

8.2 

8.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Second,    . 

334 

6 

1.8 

8.9 

9.6 

9.7 

Third. 

208 

13 

6.2 

7.0 

8.3 

8.7 

Fourth,    . 

152 

20 

13.2 

3.0 

22.7 

16.4 

Fifth,       . 

102 

12 

11.8 

11.8 

0.0 

22.2 

Sixth,       . 

60 

10 

20.0 

0.0 

14.3 

20.0 

Seventh,  . 

21 

2 

9.6 

30.0 

26.0 

83.3* 

Eighth  and  later,    . 
Unknown, 

67 

7 

10.4 

13.6 

16.6 

— 

102 

12 

^ 

~ 

— 

"~ 

*  Beyenth  day  and  later. 
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The  value  of  the  foregoing  table  consists  mainly  in  the  defiotte 
I'Slatemont  of  the  fatality  of  cjises  according  to  the  day  of  illness  at 
l-which  antitoxin  trefttiiK>tit  was  begun.  In  general,  it  ahows  that 
I  tile  ratio  of  success  In  treiitmeut  depends  largely  upon  the  earlj'  dat* 
lat  wliich  antitoxin  is  first  adniiniatered.  A  fuller  and  more  eonclnsive 
■  Bummary  containing  greater  numbers  may  be  found  on  a  later  page.   ! 

ThB  figures  for  1898  show  an  improvement  over  those  of  1897  is 
I  tile  fact  that  58.7  per  cent,  of  the  eases  in  1898  were  treated  *a 
I  early  as  the  first,  second  or  third  days  of  illness,  as  compared  with 
1  80  per  cent,  in  the  previous  year. 

//oupi'tal  anil   Prirale  I^ravfire.  —  The   fatality   of  the   positive   I 

es  treated  in  hospitals  in  1898  was  as  follows:  cases  treated  aod  , 

iorted  upon,  970;  deaths,  75,  or  7,7  per  coat.     In  private  pMO- 

} :  cases,  225  ;   deaths,  20,  or  8.9  per  cent.  I 

Seasons  of  f/ie  I'ear.  —  The  cases  embraced  in  the  foregoing 
KfiDumeration  occurred  in  the  following  order:  — 


MP,™. 

C.>«u 

u-t... 

MoaiH*. 

cw;^,^ 

IMS. 

IMS. 

April 

fi7 

6 

October 

119 

7 

May 

November,     . 

9 

DueeiubBr,      . 

164 

13 

Jolj 

AuguRC,    .... 

September, 

Jnnuiiry, 
Febniary, 

141 
12i 

12 

Total  sis  months,      . 

3iS 

,ia 

Msrch 

l-ifi 

1,. 

Total  six  months,     . 

8.W 

62 

By  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  there  were  343  positive 
cases  reported  in  the  warmer  months,  with  32  deaths,  and  850  cases 
in  the  colder  months,  with  G2  deaths. 

Negative  Cases. 
The  reported  cases  in  which  a  negative  result  was  obtaii^od  (verr 
217,  (if  which  there  were  11  deaths,  or  a  little  over  5  per  cent. 
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Summary  of  the  Four  Years,  ended  March  31,  1899. 

Positive  Cases  treated  with  Antitoxin, 

AVhole  number  for  the  four  years,  2,148;  deaths,  194;  fatality, 
9.03  per  cent. 

Sex.  —  The  fatality  by  sexes  was  as  follows  :  — 


Sbx. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Fatality 
(Per  Cent.). 


Males, 
Females, 


983 
1,136 


96 
92 


9.8 
8.1 


The  sex  of  29  was  not  stated.     Three  deaths. 
Ages.  —  The  fatality  by  ages  was  as  follows  : 


AOB  PBRIOD8. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


0  to    2  years, 
2  to    5  years, 
5  to  10  years. 
Over  10  years, 
Age  unknown, 


248 
704 
624 
655 
17 


46 
84 
48 
20 
1 


FaUlity 
(Per  Cent.). 


18.6 

11.9 

6.9 

8.6 


Hospitals  and  Private  Practice. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 


Fatality 
(Per  Cent.). 


In  hospitals. 

In  private  practice. 


1,268 
878 


107 
.87 


8.4 
9.9 


Cases  in  which  no  Bacteriological  Examination  was  made  during 

the  Year  ended  March  31^  1899. 

Eeports  were  made  of  210  cases  where  antitoxin  was  employed, 
in  which  no  cultures  were  taken.  Out  of  this  number  there  were 
56  cases  which  proved  fatal,  or  26.2  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
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The  ansatisfiokctory  character  of  the  information  in  regard  to  tiiis 
class  of  cases  mast  be  acknowledged,  since  in  none  of  them  was  a 
diagnosis  made  by  means  of  a  caltare  from  the  throat  of  the  patient. 
In  several  instances  among  this  groap  it  was  specifically  stated  in 
the  returns  that  the  patient  was  **  beyond  help,**  <<  moribund,"  **  in 
extremis,"  or  in  a  condition  of  ** great  prostration"  when  antitoxin 
was  administered. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  death  rate  of  this  class  is 
large,  since  a  considerable  number  of  the  patients  treated  were 
undoubtedly  beyond  the  reach  of  all  remedies. 

Sex.  —  The  number  of  males  in  this  class  was  110,  and  the  deaths 
of  these  were  33,  or  30  per  cent.  The  number  of  females  was  92, 
and  the  deaths  of  these  were  22,  or  23.9  per  cent.  The  number  of 
those  whose  sex  was  unknown  or  not  stated  was  8,  of  which  number 
one  died. 

-    Age8.  —  The  following  table  presents  the  cases  and  fiitality  by 
ages  among  this  class :  — 


AOB  PBUOM. 


WaUmf 

(FR-OenL). 


From  0  to   2  years, 
From  2  to    6  years, 
From  5  to  10  years. 
Over  10  years,  . 
Age  unknown,  . 


44 

18 

71 

28 

58 

8 

83 

2 

4 

0 

40.9 

39.4 

13.8 

6.1 


Hospitals  and  Private  Practice.  — The  fatality  among  the  hospital 
and  private  cases  of  this  class  was  as  follows :  — 


Cum. 

Deaths. 

FatftUty. 

Treated  in  hospitals, 

Treated  in  private  practice,      .... 

46 
164 

29 
27 

63.0 
16.4 
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Sequels. 

Among  the  cases  reported  in  1898,  some  soi-t  of  eruption,  either 
urticaria  or  erythema,  is  reported  to  have  been  noticed  in  393  in- 
stances. These  were  usually  slight  and  evanescent  in  character. 
Albuminuria  was  reported  in  441  cases,  but  in  fiilly  three-fourths 
of  these  it  was  slight  or  consisted  of  a  trace  only. 

In  26  cases  rheumatic  pains  or  joint  affections  were  reported. 

Operations. 

Notes  are  made  in  the  returns  of  204  cases  in  which  intubation 
was  performed,  in  2  cases  twice,  in  2  cases  three  times  and  in  1 
case  eleven  times. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  these  intubated  cases  was  56. 
Tracheotomy  is  reported  as  having  been  performed  five  times  and 
was  followed  by  death  in  each  case. 

Among  the  cases  reported,  diphtheria  was  said  to  have  been  com- 
plicated with  scarlet-fever  in  ninety-nine  instances ;  with  scarlet- 
fever  and  whooping-cough  once  ;  with  scarlet-fever  and  chicken-pox 
three  times ;  with  scarlet-fever  and  measles  twelve  times ;  with 
scarlet-fever,  measles  and  phicken-pox  twice ;  with  whooping-cough 
fifteen  times ;  with  mumps  once ;  with  measles  forty-three  times ; 
with  pneumonia  twenty-six  times  ;  with  syphilis  once. 

In  the  annual  report  of  1896  a  summary  of  the  statistics  of 
fatality  from  diphtheria  in  certain  other  States  and  countries  was 
presented,  comprising  about  20,000  cases.  Very  much  additional 
testimony  of  the  same  kind  might  be  added  this  year,  the  accumu- 
lation of  which  all  tends  to  show  the  value  of  diphtheria  antitoxin. 
The  publication  of  such  material,  however,  is  now  scarcely  neces- 
sary, since  the  medical  profession  as  a  whole  may  be  said  to  have 
adopted  the  remedy  as  one  of  the  most  important  additions  to  the 
list  of  therapeutic  agents. 

The  following  statement,  published  in  the  annual  report  for  1896, 
applies  equally  to  the  results  of  the  year  1898  :  — 

It  is  quite  plain  that  a  comparison  of  the  fatality  of  cases  treated  with 
antitoxin  with  the  general  fatality  of  cases  of  diphtheria  previous  to  the  in- 
troduction of  this  therapeutic  agent,  or  even  with  cases  not  treated  with 
antitoxin,  which  occurred  at  the  same  period  with  those  so  treated,  does 
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not  (io  justice  to  the  toerita  of  HUtitosin,  for  llie  leftBon  that  such  a  coupar- 
iBon  niuat  be  made  between  two  gronps  or  classes  of  cases  wLLeh  are  not 
strictly  comparable,  since  oue  contains  a  largi>r  and  tbe  oUier  a  smaller 
pei'ctntage  of  severe  cases  than  tbe  average.  That  is  to  say,  the  gcoersl 
run  of  cases  treated  with  aniitosiu  by  physlciaus  in  pnvate  practice,  aud 
especially  of  those  seut  to  hospital,  must  necessarily  be  a  selected  class,  in 
which  Ifae  percentage  of  severe  cases  is  greater  than  it  is  in  the  whole  ouni- 
ber  of  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring  or  reported  in  a  given  eominnnity. 

It  has  been  ui^ed,  and  with  some  degree  of  reason,  that  the  diminution 
in  the  fatality  from  diphtheria  is  partly  due  to  tbe  introduction  of  bacterid 
diaguosis  by  means  of  cultures  from  the  throat,  whereby  mild  cases  uf  ill- 
nvB8  are  shown  to  be  cases  of  true  diphtheria  which  would  otherwise  ban 
passed  unnoticed.  But  tbis  statement  is  in  some  measnre  offset  by  the  fact 
that  a  coTisiderabte  number  of  cases  which  might  have  passed  for  diplitJiefi« 
before  the  days  of  bacterial  diagnosis  &re  now.  classed  as  "  negative." 

The  most  important  lessou  which  is  taught  by  these  returns  is  the  tieoes- 
Bity  of  turly  lulminiatration  of  the  antilojsin  in  each  and  every  cttse. 

Out  of  486  cases  in  which  antitoxin  was  administered  on  the  firrt 
day  of  illtiGss  there  were  only  32  deaths,  or  6.6  per  cent.  :  mid  oat 
of  1,2S1  cases  treated  during  the  first  two  days  of  illness  there  were 
only  81  deaths,  or  S,3  per  cent. ;  while  the  deaths  in  307  cases  in 
which  antitoxin  was  not  employed  until  the  sixth  and  seventh  days 
and  later  were  54,  or  17.6  per  cent.,  the  patients  in  the  former  in-, 
stances  having  a  chance  of  living  nearly  three  times  as  great  as  in 
the  latter. 

General  Summary,  1895, 1896, 1897  and  1898. 
Positive  cases  treated  in  the  years  encling  March  31, 1899,  and  reported 

to  the  State  Board  of  Health, 2,148 

Cases  in  which  no  bacteriological  examinalion  was  made,         .        .  I.I9S 


Deaths  of  these, SM 

Fatality  (per  cent.) 10.7 


The  number  of  males  who  were  treated  was  f l,iB 

The  number  of  females  who  were  treated  wasf I,7ti 

The  number  whose  sck  was  nut  staled  was-f 73 


•  In  tLIe  DQiDber  (3,340)  316 
ue  not  inclndeit,  ao  that  tbe  wbo 
lotbeBowd  waB3,QS6. 

t  Bxcept  c«»«»  determined  Ic 


in 
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Deaths  of  males, 179 

Fatality  of  males  (per  cent), 11.7 

Deaths  of  females, 166 

Fatality  of  females  (per  ceDt.)> 9.5 

Deaths,  sex  not  stated, 13 

Deaths  by  Ages, 


AOB  1*SBZ0D8. 


Cams. 


Deatbi. 


Fatalltj 
(Per  CeoL). 


0  to  2  years,  . 
2  to  5  years,  . 
5  to  10  years,  . 
Over  10  years,  . 
Age  unknown  or  not  stated. 

Total,     .... 


883 
1,069 
1,018 

821 
49 


3,340 


82 

153 

84 

34 

5 


358 


21.4 

14.3 

8.3 

4.1 

10.2 


10.7 


Day  of  Administration, 


DAT. 


Cmm. 


Dtatht. 


FaUlity 
(Per  Cent.). 


First, . 

Second, 

Third, 

Fourth, 

Fifth, . 

Sixth, 

Seventh  and  later. 

Unknown, . 


486 
795 
559 
410 
214 
111 
196 
569 


32 
49 
54 
59 
33 
22 
32 
77 


6.6 
6.2 
9.7 
14.4 
15.4 
19.8 
16.3 
13.5 
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DiPHTHERU  Cultures  examined  during  the  Tear 

ENDING  March  31, 1899. 


Bacteriological  Diagnosis  of  Diphtheria  for  the  Year  end- 
ing March  31,  1899. 

During  the  year  bacteriological  examination  has  been  made  of 
1,591  cultures  from  103  different  towns  and  cities  in  the  State. 
Of  these  cultures,  849  were  for  diagnosis  and  728  for  relea.se  from 
quarantine.  While  the  distribution  of  culture  outfits  has  been 
wider  and  the  number  of  cities  and  towns  making  use  of  the  ser- 
vice greater  than  last  year,  the  total  number  of  cultures  received 
for  examination  was  smaller.  Several  cities  and  institutions  have 
used  the  State  Board  culture  outfits,  but  have  made  their  own  ex- 
aminations. The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  the  examina- 
tions made  at  the  State  Board  laboratory  during  the  year :  — 


. 

CULTURKS  KXAMINKD  FOB 



. 

Diagnosis. 

1 

1 

Cultures 
examined 
,  for  Release 
from  Quar- 
antine. 

1 

Whole 

Plac 

K. 

■                •                •                • 

Positive. 

NegaUve. 

i 

1 

Doubtful. 

1 
1 

2     ! 

XumlHrrof 
Oulioref 
;  exAiniu«<L 

Adams,  . 

^^ 

3 

/> 

Andover, 

.— 

5 

2 

_ 

Arlino^ton, 

.  !        29 

6 

12  : 

_ 

47 

Ashland, 

— 

1 

1 

— . 

1 

Athol,     . 

— 

2 

^ 

2 

Attleborough, 

— 

- 

4     , 

— 

4 

Barnstable, 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

Bedford, 

2 

1 

-_ 

.^ 

3 

Berlin,    . 

2 

3 

1     ' 

— 

6 

Beverly, . 

13 

9 

14 

1 

36 

Bolton,    . 

— 

1 

1 

I              _ 

2 

Boston,   . 

— 

— 

1     ' 

— 

1 

Brockton, 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Brook  field,     . 

7 

1 

1 

_ 

9 

Brookline, 

— 

— 

3     1 

— 

3 

Cambridge,    . 

— 

-. 

1 

1              _ 

I 

Charlestown, . 

— 

— 

2 

^ 

3 

Chelsea, . 

44 

15 

15 

^ 

74 

DIPHTHEEIA  CULTURES. 


c.«. 

..o. 

Cullun. 

Puot 

("ttOlMM 

NniDterot 

P«1BT.. 

NeiaUTa. 

DOUbtfDl. 

rrDmQur- 

™'"^- 

6 

fi 

i    : 

8 

- 

4 
4 

- 

4 

13 

1. 

15 

12 

15 

- 

42 

X      '. 

S 

1 

1 

: 

1 
4 

itertown, 

fi 

2 

7 

97 

16 

43 

166 

th,      '. 

1 

1 

;Eam, 

59 

17 

19 

95 

2 

4 

2 

9 

'Ugh.  ■ 

- 

1 

- 

I 

ler,     . 

9 

lid,      . 

4 

1 

7 

nd,     . 

4 

1 
2 

I 

1 
7 
I 
IS 

11,      '. 

2 

7 

]_ 

m. 

45 

7 
1 

11 

-_ 

6S 
9 

»i-k,  ; 

63 

5 

16 
1 

15 

3 

16 
29 

1 

95 

i 

1 
45 
» 
1 

12 

1 
10 

- 

I 
81 

id.     .' 

1 

lead.  . 

2 

1 

13 

_ 

15 

•ough. 

2 

6 

16 

eld.     . 

1 

1 

3 

d. 

2 

4 

i. 

3 

1, 

6 

17 

16 

38 

1 

2 

1 

2 

on,      . 

- 

3 

- 

4 

31 

3 

12 

z 

46 

■d'ford,' 

129 

23 

21 

1 

174 

yport. 

2 

9 

29 

9 

46 

Lltlpboroiig 

h- 

3 

5 

_ 

11 

IrookSeld. 

24 

8 

12 

44 

2 

S 

1.'        ■ 

1 

: 

s 

1 

7, 

1 

4 

- 

1 

6 

3 

11 

740 
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CULTDBU  SXAMIHBO  FOB 

DlAOXOUS. 

CaltnrM 

ezBmincd 

fmrltelMae 

antlnc. 

WboLe 

Plaob. 

PoittlTe. 

Kegathrc. 

DonhtftiL 

Kmnbcrof 
CnhoRi 

Reading, 

_ 

_ 

3 

,^ 

3 

Revere,  . 

- 

- 

2 

— 

2 

Rockland, 

3 

2 

8 

1 

14 

Rowley, . 

— 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Salisbury, 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Shirley,  . 

• 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Somerville,     . 

81 

21 

40 

2 

94 

Southborou^h, 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

South  Framinghana 

1. 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

South  Groveland,  . 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Spencer, . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

State  Farm,    . 

1 

- 

1 

— 

2 

Stoneham, 

- 

— 

6 

^ 

5 

Taunton, 

4 

4 

4 

— 

12 

Tewksbury, 

- 

9 

21 

- 

30 

Wakefield, 

1 

1 

2 

— 

4 

Ware,     . 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Warren, . 

8 

— 

8 

— 

11 

Watertown, 

16 

7 

15 

- 

38 

West  Acton, 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Westborough, 
West  Brookfield, 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

' 

5 

— 

5 

Westford, 

— 

— 

3 

• 

3 

West  Medford, 

— 

4 

9 

— 

18 

West  Medway, 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Westport, 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Weston,  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

West  Warren, 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Willianistown, 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

Winchester,    . 

U 

6 

15 

3.5 

W^inchendon,  . 

1 

2 

5 

1 

9 

Wobiirn, 

— 

4 

7 

1 

12 

>Vorthington,. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

State, 

• 

• 

• 

•                 • 

728 

323 

526 

14 

1,.591 

Persistence  of  Diphtheria  Bacilli  in  the  Throats  of  Patients 

Convalescent  from  Diphtheria. 

In  the  foUowinir  table  are  included  only  those  cases  in  which 
frequent  cultures  were  made  until  a  negative  result  was  obtained. 
Since  cultures  were  rarely  made  oftener  than  once  a  week,  there  is 
a  minus  error  in  nearly  every  case  that  would  increase  the  averaire. 
The  time  of  persistence  is  given  from  the  date  of  the  earliest 
symptoms. 
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Tn». 

Nambttrof 

CftMI. 

TIMB. 

Komber  of 
Caaet. 

1  week,  . 
li  weeks, 

2  weeks, 
2i  weeks, 

8  weeks, 

09  weeKS, 

4  weeks, 
4i  weeks, 

5  weeks, 
5i  weeks. 

8 

1 

.  8 

8 

11 

8 

14 

9 

4 

8 

2 

4 

5 

7i  weeks, 

8  weeks, 
8i  weeks, 

9  weeks, 
9i  weeks, 

10  weeks, 
lOi  weeks, 

11  weeks. 
Hi  weeks, 

12  weeks. 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

6i  weeks, 
7    weeks. 

Average,  44- weeks,  . 

— 

EeUUton  of  Clinic€U  to  BacUriological  Diagnosis, 


GLznoAL  DxAOvoaxa. 


BAOTUaOLOOIOAL  DiAOHOflS. 


PotitlTe. 


Kegathre. 


Doabtflil. 


Positive  in  807  cases,  . 
Negative  in  184  cases,  . 
Doubtful  in  211  cases,  . 
Not  given  in  158  cases. 


160 
89 
58 
37 


144 
141 
151 
118 


8 
4 
2 
8 


Percentom 
ofErrorm 

CUnicAl 
Dlafooais. 


46.9 
21.2 
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EXAMINATIONS  OF  SPDTUM  AND  OTHER  MATERUL 

SUSPECTED  OF  CONTAINING  THE  BACILLI 

OF  TDBERCDLOSIS. 


During  the  year  microscopical  examinations  have  been  made  of 
414  specimens  of  material  suspected  of  containing  the  bacilli  of 
tuberculosis.  This  number  is  nearly  tmce  that  of  last  year,  and 
between  three  and  four  times  that  of  the  year  before.  This  material 
was  received  from  92  different  towns  and  cities  in  the  State,  against 
51  last  year  and  38  the  year  before.  In  1896  48  per  cent.,  in  1897 
46  per  cent.,  and  in  the  present  year  46.8  per  cent,  of  tbe  cases 
were  positive.  The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  the  ex- 
aminations made  during  the  past  year :  — 


Tabular  StaUment  of 

Examinatiotu 

of  Material 

I 

M^«. 

r.-^«. 

8„-«»»™. 

%t 

»Wl. 

°-3 

i 

i 

jf 

= 

1 

£ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

B 

1 

£ 

Adams, 

1 

- 

Arlington, 

16 

4 

3 

2 

6 

2 

Asl.Und,  . 

1 

Attlebo  rough, 

5 

2 

_ 

- 

Ayer. 

2 

Beechwood, 

1 

Belmont,  , 

2 

Bilieriiia,  . 

2 

Blftckstone, 

1 

1 

Boston,      . 

3 

I 

fioytsCoD, , 

1 

1 

, 

_ 

- 

Bradford, 

4 

Brockton, 

U 

3 

1 

2 

Brookfleld, 

2 

I 

Cambridge, 

3 

- 

I 

_ 

- 

Campi^lto, 

1 

Chelmaford, 

1 

1 

Chelsea.  . 

15 

3 

2 

3 

! 

CliDtoD,      . 

2 

1 

_ 

Cohasset, 

1 

^ 

- 

- 

_ 
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Tabular  Statement  of  Examinatiotu  of  Material—  Continued. 


h 

Males. 

Fbxalbs. 

Sbx  wot  Stated. 

Towns. 

38 

• 

4 

^ 

• 

• 

• 

> 

• 

« 

s 

1 

1 

o 

1 

§ 

5 

§ 

% 

£ 

S<i 

£ 

» 

A* 

» 

Cold  Springs,  .... 

1 

^ 

_ 

^ 

1 

^^                                ^^ 

CoIraiD,    . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Concord,  . 

9 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Danvers,  . 

7 

1 

3 

2 

1 

-> 

~ 

Dedham,  . 

9 

8 

8 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Dorchester, 

1 

_ 

~ 

• 

1 

!         — 

. 

East  Bridgewater,   , 

6 

1 

1 

• 

8 

• 

.. 

East  Cambridge, 

1 

— 

• 

« 

1 

— 

~ 

Edgartown, 

1 

— 

1 

> 

— 

— 

— 

Everett,    . 

16 

1 

2 

9 

8 

— 

-. 

Fall  River,       . 

39 

3 

11 

16 

8 

— 

1 

Fitchburg, 
Forge  Village, 
Foxborough,    . 

8 

1 

4 

2 

1 

. 

8 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1         ^ 

« 

Framingham,  . 

7 

2 

1 

— 

4 

— 

. 

Franklin, . 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

~ 

m. 

Gloucester, 

6 

8 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Hanover, . 

1 

_ 

1 

• 

— 

-. 

« 

Haverhill, 

6 

2 

_ 

1 

8 

. 

_ 

Holbrook, 

1 

.» 

• 

«. 

1 

_ 

^ 

Hyde  Park,      . 

1 

« 

— 

. 

1 

— 

_ 

Jamaica  Plain, 

1 

~. 

.. 

. 

1 

— 

_ 

Lawrence, 

4 

2 

1 

— 

1 

~ 

.. 

Lexington, 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Lynn, 
Alaynard, . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

<— 

.- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

Medford, . 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

« 

Medway,  . 

2 

— 

- 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Melrose  Highlands, 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Middleborough, 

8 

2 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Middleton, 

1 

. 

— 

. 

1 

— 

— 

Mittinea^e,    . 
New  Bedford,  . 

1 

• 

• 

.. 

^ 

_ 

1 

80 

5 

7 

9 

8 

-   !     1 

Newton,  . 

1 

• 

1 

_ 

— 

« 

. 

North  Adams, . 

27 

1 

6 

12 

4 

8 

1 

North  Attleborough 

> 

7 

2 

2 

~ 

2 

1    1      - 

North  Brookfield, 

2 

2 

— 

. 

— 

.. 

. 

North  Cambridge, 

1 

— 

1 

— 

-. 

_ 

~ 

North  Dartmouu, 

1 

_ 

^ 

1 

— 

.          . 

North  Wobum, 

1 

1 

— 

i— 

— 

~          ^ 

Norwood, 

7 

4 

1 

. 

2 

—    1      " 

Plainville, 

2 

1 

— 

1 

« 

— 

mm 

Quincy,    . 

8 

1 

— 

1 

1 

—    \      - 

Randolph, 

2 

— 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

Reading,  . 

8 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Renfrew, . 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

~ 

Ringville, 
Rockland, 

1 

— 

— 

. 

1 

.          . 

12 

2 

6 

1 

8 

^ 

^ 
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[Pull 

D«v 

^H                  TiTbular  SUaemeM  of  Examinaltoiu  of  Material  — 

Concluded. 

^^1                     Toim 

1 

— 

r»™^ 

«„.o. 

E»TCP. 

1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

t 

} 

B.aaburv. 

3 

8 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

^^ffl^onville.       . 

1 

1 

11 

5 

3 

s 

1 

^^■ftnnth  l-Vamino-hBTTi 

8 

- 

- 

^BBoutb  Weymouth, 

2 

-■ 

- 

- 

^VWsketie'ld, 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

. 

1 

3 

1 

^H  WatflnowD, 

10 

1 

6 

1 

2 

^■tWest  ChesterfiL-Id, 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

-1 

-1 

1 

- 

^VVest  Quincy,  . 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

^■Woot  Snmo™,!!,. 

1 

^wWest  Wortbiagton, 

1 

1 

1 

-     f 

^H  Wllliamsiown, 

1 

1 

1 

WincheDdon,    . 

- 

Winchester,     . 

14 

5 

7 

1 

Winthrap, 

3 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

WoUaslon, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total. 

Hi 

90 

107 

91 

103 

13 

10 

DMrHmtion  by  Aga, 


Ss. 

^^ 

.^». 

Bemeen  the  Age  of   1-10, 
Between  the  age  of  10-SO, 
Between  the  age  of  SO-SO, 
Between  the  age  of  30-40, 
Between  the  age  of  40-fiO, 
Between  the  age  of  60-60, 
Between  the  age  of  60-70, 
Between  the  age  of  70-80, 
Between  the  age  of  80-90, 
Age  not  Btated, . 

7 
62 
HI 
90 
43 
26 
14 
3 
1 
99 

27 
68 
49 
15 

1 
16 

7 
2» 

73 
41 
27 
14 
11 
2 
1 
S3 

Total 

414 

190 

234 
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Distribution  by  Sexes. 


h 

ToUl. 

Malei. 

FcmalM. 

Sex  not 
Stated. 

Number  of  cases  examined  (positive). 
Number  of  cases  examined  (negative), 

194 
220 

90 
107 

91 
108 

13 

10 

Total, 

414 

197 

194 

23 

SU>IMARY    OF   THE    ThREE    YeARS    ENDING   MaRCH    31,   1899. 

Sexes.  —  The  whole  number  examined  in  the  three  years  was 
774,  and  of  these,  354  were  males,  374  were  females  and  the  sex  of 
46  was  not  stated.  Of  the  male  cases  46.6  per  cent,  and  of  the 
female  cases  45.7  per  cent,  were  positive. 

Ages,  —  Of  the  whole  number  examined,  102  were  under  twenty 
years  of  age,  508,  or  74.1  per  cent.,  of  those  whose  ages  were 
known  were  between  twenty  and  fifty  years  of  age  and  76  were 
over  fifty.     The  age  was  not  stated  in  88  cases. 

Of  350  specimens  from  persons  who  were  under  thirty  years  of 

age,  172,  or  49.1  per  cent,  were  positive,  and  of  336  from  persons 

over  twenty  years  of  age,  146,  or  43.4  per.  cent.,  were  negative. 

These  figures  refer  to  those  only  whose  ages  were  stated  in  the 

returns. 
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MALARIA. 


During  the  past  year  physicians  have  continued  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  oflered  by  the  Board  to  make  a  micro- 
scopic examination  of  dried  blood  films  in  eases  of  suspected 
malaria.  Preparations  were  received  from  132  cases,  of  which  51 
contained  malaria  parasites.  Their  distribution  is  given  in  the 
following  table :  — 


Towns. 

Nomber 

of 
PaUents. 

PosltlTe. 

Negative. 

Towns. 

Number 

of 
Patienta. 

PoaltiT*. 

Negattrs. 

Ayer 

Billerica,    . 
Brookline, . 
Clinton, 
Concord,    . 
Concord  Junction,    . 
Dorchester, 
Bverett, 
Hyde  Park, 
Lancaster, . 
Lowell, 
Marlborough,    . 

S 

36 

2 
4 
12 
1 
3 
1 
3 
1 
4 
3 
2 

2 
21 

1 
6 

1 
2 
2 
1 

14 
S 

3 
6 
1 
3 
1 
3 

2 

1 
1 

North  Billerica, 
North  Chelmsford, . 
Shirley,     . 
Southborough, 
South  Lancaster,     . 
Stoughton, 
Uzbridge, 
Waltham, 
Weston,    . 
Williamstown, 
Winchester,     . 
Woburn,  . 
Total, 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
7 

24 
2 

2 

14 

1 

1 
10 

4 

3f 
14 

-♦• 
10§ 

Mlddloborongh, 

132               51 

1 

SI 

*  Preparations  worthless ;  diagnosis  impossible. 
X  Wldal  test  positive  in  both  cases . 


t  In  one  case  preparations  worthless. 
§  One  case  doubtful. 


In  this  table  there  is  included  among  the  negative  cases  a  small 
proportion  in  which  the  microscopic  examination  of  the  blood  films 
suggested  a  recent  attack,  though  the  parasite  was  not  found.  The 
ratio  of  positive  to  negative  cases  may,  therefore,  be  considered 
somewhat  higher  than  the  table  indicates. 
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A8  hitherto,  the  parasite  of  the  so-called  tertian  fever  of  temper- 
ate climates  was  the  only  one  found,  with  the  exception  of  one 
case,  —  that  of  a  soldier  returned  from  Cuba.  In  the  blood  of  this 
individual  the  parasite  of  the  tropical  or  wstivo-autumnal  type  of 
malaria  was  present. 

The  method  adopted  in  the  preparation  of  the  blood  films  *  has 
been  found  satisfactory  and  hence  no  change  has  been  made.  Occa- 
sionally poorly  prepared  blood  films  have  been  received.  In  such 
cases  it  was  evident  that  the  physician  had  either  not  seen  the  direc- 
tions issued  by  the  Board  or  had  forgotten  them.  Only  when  the 
blood  corpuscles  are  perfectly  preserved  can  a  satisfactory  micro- 
scopic diagnosis  be  made. 

*  Bee  report  for  1890. 
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ATISTICAL  SUMMARIES  OF  DISEASE  AND  MORTALITY. 


he  statistical  information  received  by  the  Board  during  each 
',  either  through  the  medium  of  voluntary  returns  or  in  conse- 
ice  of  legal  requirements,  has,  in  the  last  three  reports  of  the 
rd,  ])een  presented  under  four  different  heads  or  groups,  which 
summarized  and  defined  as  follows  :  — 

Tlie  Weekly  Mortality  Returns,  —  These  consist  of  the  reports  of 
hs,  which  are  made  up  weekly  and  are  sent  to  the  office  of  the  State 
rd  by  the  registratioD  officials  of  cities  and  towns.  They  are  voluntary, 
serve  principally  to  show  the  seasonal  prevalence  of  each  of  the  chief 
stious  diseases,  and  the  mortality  of  children  under  five  years  old  in 
{ly  periods.  This  series  of  statistics  has  been  continued  by  the  Board 
more  than  twenty  years,  and  has  been  published  as  a  summary  for 
en  years. 

The  Reports  of  Certain  Infectious  Diseases^  —  Diphtheria  and  Croup^ 
''let-fever^  Typhoid  Fever  and  Measles,  —  These  are  obtained  from  the 
lal  reports  of  local  boards  of  health  for  the  year  1898,  which  are  for- 
ced to  the  State  Board  from  cities  and  towns.  By  comparing  the  num- 
,  of  reported  cases  with  the  reported  deaths,  the  mean  fatality  of  each 
ase  in  the  places  from  which  the  reports  are  made  is  obtained  with  a 
onable  degree  of  accuracy. 

Reports  of  Cities  and  Tovms,  made  under  the  Provisions  of  Chapter 

of  the  Acts  of  1893.  —  By  this  act  each  local  board  of  health  is  required 

eport  to  the  State  Board  every  case  of  '^  disease  dangerous  to  the  public 

th  "  which  is  reported  to  the  local  board.     A  digest  of  these  reports  is 

lented  in  Summary  No.  III. 

Annual  Reports^  made  under  the  Provisions  of  Chapter  218  of  the  Acts 
1894.  —  The  full  reports  of  deaths  occurring  in  each  city  and  town  hav- 
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ing  over  5,000  inhabitants  comprise  another  series  of  retarns,  which  are 
summarized  in  No.  IV.  These  reports  are  made  under  the  requirements  of 
the  following  statute  :  — 

[Acts  of  1894,  Chapteb  218,  Section  3.] 

In  each  city  and  town  having  a  population  of  more  than  five  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, as  determined  by  the  last  census,  at  least  one  member  of  said  board  shall 
be  a  physician,  and  the  board  shall  send  an  annual  report  of  the  deaths  in  such 
town  to  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  form  of  such  reports  shall  be  prescribed 
and  furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 


Note.  —  A  supply  of  the  postal  cards  necessary  for  the  reporting  of  voluntary 
mortality  returns  such  as  are  required  for  the  data  presented  in  section  1  of  the 
following  summary,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  registration  officers  of  any  city  or 
town  who  are  willing  to  contribute  the  necessary  information. 

Postal  cards  arc  also  sent  to  all  boards  of  health  in  the  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  them  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  chapter  802  of  the  Acts  of  1898, 
relative  to  the  reporting  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  to  the  State 
Board  immediately  after  reports  of  the  same  are  received  by  the  local  board. 

Annual  blank  forms  are  also  sent  to  each  local  board  of  health  in  cities  and 
towns  having  over  5,000  inhabitants,  for  the  return  of  such  information  as  is 
called  for  by  the  provisions  of  chapter  218  of  the  Acts  of  1894. 
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I. 

Summary  op  the  Weekly  Mortality  Reports  from 

Cities  and  Towns. 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  returns  of  deaths  made  at 
the  end  of  each  week  by  the  town  clerks,  city  registrars  and  other 
officials  having  in  charge  the  vital  statistics  of  cities  and  towns. 

These  returns  are  compiled  each  week  and  published  as  a  bulletin, 
one  copy  of  which  is  sent  to  the  registering  officer  of  each  city  and 
town  in  the  State.  These  reports  are  necessarily  incomplete,  since 
they  are  voluntary,  and  comprise  the  mortality  statistics  of  a  part 
of  the  population  only,  the  reporting  places  being  chiefly  the  cities 
and  larger  towns.  The  value  of  the  weekly  mortality  returns  con- 
sists very  largely  in  the  fact  that  they  constitute  a  continuous  his- 
tory of  the  prevalence  of  the  principal  infectious  diseases  throughout 
the  State,  so  far  as  can  be  learned  from  the  moiiality  which  they  cause. 

In  connection  with  the  results  of  the  information  obtained  as  a 
consequence  of  the  enactment  of  chapter  302  of  the  Acts  of  1893, 
these  weekly  mortality  reports  furnish  to  the  Board  an  important 
index  of  the  health  of  the  people,  as  influenced  by  the  prevalence 
of  epidemic  diseases  at  diflerent  seasons  of  the  year.  The  estimated 
population  of  the  cities  and  towns  contributing  to  the  returns  of 
1898  was  1,611,780,  or  about  two-thirds  of  the  total  population. 

The  data  embraced  in  this  summary  are  the  following :  — 


Average  height  of  barometer  for 

each  week. 
Mean  maximum  temperature. 
Mean  minimum  temperature. 
Rainfall,  expressed  in  inches. 
Total  deaths  reported  for  each  week. 
Deaths  of  children  under  five  years. 
Deaths  from  infectious  diseases. 
Deaths  from  consumption. 
Deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases. 
Deaths  from  typhoid  fever. 


Deaths  from  dian-hoeal  diseases. 
Deaths  from  scarlet  fever. 
Deaths  from  measles. 
Deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup. 
Deaths  from  puerperal  fever. 
Deaths  from  whooping-cough. 
Deaths  from  malarial  fever. 
Deaths  from  small-pox. 
Deaths  from  erysipelas. 
Deaths  from  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis. 


The  following  table  contains  a  summary  of  the  statistics  compiled 
Tom  these  weekly  returns  of  mortality  :  — 
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Total  Deaths. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  for  the  year  1898  fi*om  the 
cities  and  towns  contributing  to  these  reports  was  29,033,  and  the 
average  per  week  was  558.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  reported 
in  a  single  week  was  783,  in  the  week  ending  August  20 ;  the  least 
number  was  429,  in  the  week  ending  June  11.  The  weekly  average 
number  of  deaths  reported  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


Janaary, 
February, 
Mareh, 
April,  . 
Kay,    . 
Jane.  . 


689 
5M 
660 
668 
680 
461 


JalFt iM 

AngUBt, 713 

September 610 

October, 

November, 

December,  .       •       •       •       .        ... 


The  percentage  of  mortality  in  each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the 
year  were  as  follows :  — 


All  Aobs. 

Aobs  vmrnm  6  Y&iia. 

Nomben. 

Percentages. 

KomberB. 

Peronlain. 

First  quarter, 

6,488 

22.27 

1,810 

18.29 

Second  qnarter, 

6,786 

23.20 

1,068 

19.60 

Third  qnarter, 

8,048 

27.71 

8,864 

38.83 

Fourth  quarter 

7,789 

26.82 

2,307 

23.2S 

• 

20,033 

100.00 

9,049 

100.00 

Deaths  uxder  Five  Years  of  Age. 

The  reported  number  of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  was  9,949.  The  average  weekly  number  was  191.  The  great- 
est number  reported  in  one  week  was  449,  in  the  week  ending 
August  20;  and  the  least  number  was  110,  in  the  week  ending 
November  12.  The  ratio  of  the  deaths  of  this  class  to  the  total 
reported  mortality  was  32.6  per  cent.  The  average  weekly  number 
of  deaths  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  by  months  was  as 
follows :  — 


January,      .       .       • 142 

February 154 

March, 159 

April 164 

May 147 

June 137 


Jnly m 

Anguet .  407 

September, SM 

October, 1J7 

November, 135 

December, ilfl 
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The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  five  years  of  ago  were  July,  August  and  September,  and 
those  having  the  least  number  were  January,  June  and  November. 

CONSUMPnON. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  consumption  was  3,039. 
The  weekly  average  was  58,  The  greatest  number  of  deaths 
reported  from  this  cause  in  a  single  week  was  77,  in  the  week 
ending  March  12 ;  and  the  least  number  was  47,  in  the  weeks  end- 
ing June  4  and  November  5.  The  average  weekly  number  of 
reported  deaths  from  this  cause  in  each  month  was  as  follows :  — 


JmDomry, 68 

February, 67 

March, 00 

April, 06 

May, 00 

Jane, 66 


Jnly, 64 

AugQst, 61 

September, 68 

Ootober, 67 

November, 60 

December, 00 


The  following  table  presents  the  variations  from  the  weekly  aver- 
age number  of  deaths  from  this  cause  for  the  past  four  years :  — 


1893. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

189S. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

January,  . 

-4 

+1 

+8 

0 

July, 

—9 

—1 

+3 

-4 

Tebmary, 

+1T 

+3 

+7 

—1 

AoguBt,   .       . 

—18 

+10 

-7 

-7 

March,      .       .       . 

+16 

—1 

+T 

+11 

September,     • 

—7 

—7 

-0 

-6 

April, 

•H 

+21 

+e 

+7 

October,  ... 

—1 

--6 

-4 

-2 

May 

- 

+2 

+* 

+2 

November,      • 

—1 

—10 

+2 

—2 

June, 

+2 

+1 

—1 

-8 

December, 

-" 

— » 

—3 

+8 

The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  from  consumption  to  the  mortality 
reported  from  all  causes  was  104.6,  while  that  of  previous  years 
was  as  follows :  — 


1880, 
1800, 
1891, 
1892, 
1808, 


126.0 
180.0 
110.6 
111.8 
100.6 


1894, 
1896. 


111.8 
107.7 


1890, 
1897, 

isgo, 


106.8 
104.2 
104.0 


The  ratio  to  the  reported  living  population  in  1898  was  1.88  per 
1,000,  a^  compared  with  1.97  in  1897. 
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Acute  Lung  Diseases. 

The  number  of  reported  deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases  (bron- 
chitis, pneumonia,  pleurisy  and  asthma)  during  the  year  was  3,421, 
and  the  weekly  average  was  66.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths 
reported  from  this  group  of  causes  in  a  single  week  was  154,  in 
the  week  ending  December  31 ;  and  the  least  number  was  12,  in  the 
week  ending  August  12,  The  average  weekly  number  of  reported 
deaths  from  these  causes  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


Janomry, 88 

Febnuiry, 00 

March 05 

April, 90 

May 81 

Jane 42 


Jnly, U 

AogUBt, SS 

September fl 

October, tt 

November, S7 

December, IN 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
these  causes  were  March,  April  and  December,  and  those  having 
the  least  number  were  July,  August  and  September.  The  ratio  of 
reported  deaths  from  acute  lung  diseases  to  the  reported  mortality 
from  all  causes  was  117.8  per  1,000.  The  estimated  death-rate  per 
1,000  of  the  reporting  population  from  these  causes  was  2.12,  as 
compared  with  2.43  in  1897. 

DiARRiicEAL  Diseases. 

The  diseases  included  in  this  group  are  diarrha^a,  dysentery, 
cholera  morbus  and  cholera  infantum.  From  these  causes  combined 
the  number  of  deaths  reported  in  1898  was  2,498,  and  the  weekly 
averasre  number  was  185  in  the  week  endin«j  Aus^ust  27  ;  and  no 
deaths  were  reported  from  these  causes  in  the  weeks  ending  Janu- 
ary 15  and  February  19.  The  average  weekly  number  of  reported 
deaths  from  these  causes  in  each  month  was  as  follows :  — 


January, 5 

February, 3 

March, 9 

April 6 

May 7 

Jane 14 


July, 69 

August, 2^ 

September 144 

October, » 

November, !<? 

December,  • ' 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
these  causes  in  1897  were  July,  August  and  September,  and  those 
having  the  least  were  January,  February  and  April. 
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The  deaths  from  these  causes  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year 
constituted  70,7  per  cent,  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  same 
causes  for  the  entire  year.  The  ratio  of  the  reported  deaths  to  the 
reported  mortality  from  all  causes  was  86.0  per  1,000,  and  the 
death-rate  of  reporting  population  from  these  causes  was  1.55  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  1.84  in  1896. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  in  1898  was 
405,  and  the  average  weekly  number  was  8.  The  greatest  number 
reported  in  any  single  week  from  this  cause  was  19,  in  the  week 
ending  October  1,  and  there  was  only  1  death  reported  from  typhoid 
fever  in  each  of  the  weeks  ending  January  15,  March  5  and  July 
16.  The  average  weekly  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this  cause 
for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


Jftonary, 5 

February, 6 

March 4 

April, 6 

May 4 

Jane, 4 


July 8 

Aagnet, 7 

September, 14 

October, 17 

NoTember, 11 

December, .11 


The  months  having  the  least  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
were  May  and  July,  and  those  having  the  greatest  number  were 
September  and  October.  The  ratio  of  reported  deaths  from  typhoid 
fever  to  the  reported  mortality  from  all  causes  was  13.9  per  1,000, 
and  the  ratio  to  the  reporting  population  was  .25  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  .26  in  the  previous  year. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in 
1898  was  514,  and  the  average  number  in  each  week  was  10.  The 
greatest  number  reported  in  a  single  week  from  these  comlnned  causes 
was  21,  in  the  week  ending  December  3,  and  the  least  number  was 
2,  in  the  week  ending  June  4,  The  average  weekly  number  of 
reported  deaths  from  these  causes  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


JoQuary, 13 

February, 10 

March 10 

April 10 

May 9 

Jaoe 4 


Jaly 6 

Augait, 6 

September, 7 

October, 10 

November, 16 

December, 16 
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The  ratio  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  to  the  reported 
mortality  from  all  causes  was  17.70  per  1,000  and  the  death-rate 
for  the  reporting  population  was  .32  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
.60  in  the  previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  reported  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  1897  were  79.  The 
greatest  number  reported  from  this  cause  in  a  single  week  was  4. 
There  were  12  weeks  in  which  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  were 
reported.  The  average  weekly  number  reported  in  each  month 
was  as  follows  :  — 


January S 

February, S 

March. 1 

April, 1 

May. S 

Jane, 1 


July,     . 

Auguat, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 


The  ratio  of  deaths  from  this  cause  to  the  reported  deaths  from 
all  causes  was  2.72  per  1,000,  and  the  death-rate  of  the  reporting 
population  from  this  cause  was  .04  per  1,000,  as  compared  with 
.15  in  the  previous  year. 

Cerebro-spixal  Meningitis. 

The  total  number  of  reported  deaths  from  this  cause  was  373, 
and  the  weekly  average  was  7,  the  greatest  number  reported  in  any 
week  from  this  cause  was  15,  in  the  weeks  ending  jMarcli  1  and 
September  3  ;  and  the  least  number  was  1,'in  the  week  ending  July 
16,  The  average  weekly  number  of  deaths  reported  from  this 
cause  for  each  month  was  as  follows  :  — 


January, 6 

February,     6 

March, 10 

April 8 

May 10 

June, 10 


July,     . 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 


The  months  having  the  greatest  number  of  reported  deaths  from 
this  cause  were  April  and  May,  and  those  having  the  least  were 
February  and  November. 
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Whooping-cough,  Malarial  Fe^'^er,  Erysipelas  and  Plt:rperal 

Fever. 

The  essential  statistics  relating  to  these  five  diseases  are  embraced 
in  the  following  table  :  — 


DifllABEB. 


TotAl  Deaths 
reported. 


Weekly 
Average. 


Ratio  per 

1,000  of  Total 

Beported 

Deaths. 


Ratio  per 

1,000  of 

Reporting 

Population. 


WboopiDg-cough, 
Sryslpelaa, 
Puerperal  fever. 
Malarial  fever,  . 


228 

40 

27 

6 


4.8 
0.0 
0.6 
0.1 


7.88 
1.88 
0.08 
0.20 


.180 
.084 
.018 
.004 
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II. 

Fatality  (Ratio  op  Deaths  to  Cases)  from  Certain 

IxFECTious  Diseases  ix  1898. 

The  statistics  presented  in  the  following  table  are  compiled  from 
the  published  reports  of  local  boards  of  health  for  the  year  1898 
which  have  been  forwarded  to  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  They  are  the  figures  representing  the  numbers  of  cases 
reported  to  certain  local  boards  of  health  under  the  provisions  of 
section  79  of  chapter  80,  Public  Statutes. 

The  numbers  of  deaths  are  also  obtained  from  the  same  reports, 
and  the  comparison  of  these  two  series  of  figures  presents  a  fairly 
accurate  method  of  arriving  at  the  fatality  from  these  diseases  in 
the  places  from  which  they  are  reported.  The  figures  representing 
the  numbers  of  cases  are  probably  less  than  the  actual  numbers, 
since  some  cases  must  necessarily  escape  registration  through 
neglect  to  report  or  in  consequence  of  faulty  diagnosis. 

Cdnes  of  Infectious  Diseases  and  Deaths  reported  to  Local  Boards  of  Healthy  1893. 


DiPHTHKHIA 

AND  Croup. 

1 

HCARLET 

Fkvrr.          1 

Typhoid 
Fkvkb. 

MBA9LES. 

CiTT   OR    lOWK. 

1              : 

1 

1 

1 

'.  Cases.    Deaths. 

!          1 

Cases. 

Death!). 

Cases.  I  Deaths. 

'                1 

■ 

leases. 

1 

Deaths. 

Adams, . 

9 

8 

6 

0 

40 

7 

- 

" 

Amosbury,*  . 

6 

2 

17 

- 

4 

1 

3 

- 

ArllDgtOD,     . 

18 

1 

- 

- 

21 

- 

- 

- 

Attleborough, 

3 

- 

13 

- 

4 

1 

81 

- 

Ayer,     . 

1 

- 

3 

'    1 

14 

1 

- 

- 

Barro.t  . 

- 

- 

- 

4 

1 

2 

- 

BelmoDt, 

3 

- 

4 

- 

3 

- 

5 

- 

Beverly,     . 

0 

1 

15 

1 

20 

2 

3 

- 

Boston, 

1,681 

185 

877 

33 

555 

185 

2.177 

27 

Bbockton,    . 

6 

1 

21 

1 

13 

8 

16 

- 

Brookline,     . 

28 

8 

17 

2 

23 

«  1 

104 

2 

Cambridge,  . 

152 

29 

122 

6 

96 

"  ! 

58 

1 

*  Whooping  cou(;h,  many  cases. 

t  WboopiDg-cough,  20  oaaoa;  mamps,  2;  chicken  pox,  2;  German  meaelet,  1. 
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CoKS  of  Infeeliout  Diseases  and  Deaths  reported  to  Local  Boards  of  Health,  1898 

—  Continued. 


DlPHTHXSLl 
AHD  CXODP. 

SOARLXT 
FXVKB. 

Typhoid 
ravkB. 

MSASLXS. 

CiTT  Ob  lowir. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. . 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Canton, . 

•       •       • 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.• 

- 

Cbbiaka,      . 

47 

8 

814 

1 

28 

7 

70 

- 

Chicopxe,    . 

10 

8 

8 

- 

- 

- 

46 

- 

Ooneord, 

8 

- 

6 

- 

10 

8 

86 

- 

Danyeri, 

18 

1 

18 

- 

10 

1 

7 

- 

Dedham, 

2 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

88 

- 

Dncnt, . 

- 

- 

17 

- 

1 

- 

8 

- 

Daxbnry, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Easthampton, 

1 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

Etxrxtt,      . 

48 

8 

48 

1 

27 

6 

26 

- 

Fall  Ritkb, 

86 

14 

184 

6 

68 

21 

- 

- 

FlTOHBUBG,  . 

88 

1 

16 

1 

82 

6 

82 

- 

Foxborough, 

6 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

7 

- 

Franklin, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

12 

- 

Gardner, 

6 

8 

40 

2 

14 

1 

- 

- 

Oloucistxr, 

14 

6 

68 

2 

26 

2 

a 

- 

Great  Barrlngton, 

- 

- 

8 

- 

-t 

-t 

- 

- 

Greenfield, t  • 

12 

- 

18 

- 

8 

2 

4 

1 

Hatkrhill,S 

61 

18 

68 

- 

04 

8 

807 

7 

Holtoke,     . 

86 

10 

80 

1 

27 

8 

88 

1 

HndsoD, 

2 

2 

18 

2 

6 

2 

4 

- 

Hyde  Park,  . 

88 

10 

26 

- 

0 

1 

80 

- 

Ipswieh, 

27 

4 

- 

- 

16 

- 

8 

- 

Lee, 

- 

- 

48 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Leieester, 

1 

- 

18 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

Leominster,  . 

1 

- 

16 

- 

16 

2 

118 

- 

Lexington,    . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

82 

- 

LIneoln, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

Lowxll, 

166 

86 

800 

6 

110 

24 

88 

- 

Ltnr,   . 

106 

7 

02 

8 

108 

16 

18 

- 

1Iau)XN, 

66 

6 

72 

1 

62 

6 

82 

- 

Mancheeter,  . 

- 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marblehead, . 

6 

1 

-II 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

Maslbobouoh, 

- 

- 

80 

- 

6 

- 

8 

- 

*  Many.  f  Several. 

(  Whooplng-oongh,  108  cases,  24  deathf . 


X  SmalUpox,  4  cases. 
II  Few. 


764 


STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH.         [Pub.  Doc. 


Catu  of  InfeetioM  Disetua  and  Deaths  reported  to  Local  Boards  of  Healthy  1898 

—  Continued. 


DinrrHBBiA 
AXD  Cboup. 

SCASLBT 

Fbtbk. 

Ttthoid       ' 
Fktbb. 

CiTT  om  TOWK . 

Gates. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

faim 

Dsstti. 

Maynard, 

12 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

HWDTOKDt 

21 

8 

22 

- 

21 

8 

1 

8 

- 

MXLROM, 

6 

- 

20 

- 

- 

96 

- 

Milford 

16 

S 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

MlUbary 

8 

- 

10 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

NaUek 

7 

1 

0 

1 

7 

6 

- 

- 

NlW  BSOFOBD, 

n 

18 

101 

4 

129 

17 

11 

• 

Newbttbtfobt,  •      •      •      •      • 

6 

8 

2 

- 

7 

S 

8 

- 

NlWTON, 

89 

6 

68 

8 

44 

7 

44 

• 

NOBTH  Adams,* 

88 

8 

to 

2 

86 

10 

18 

• 

NOBTHAMPTON, 

17 

1 

21 

- 

9 

8 

71 

• 

North  Andorer, 

i 

1 

18 

- 

6 

2 

40 

- 

North  Ataeboroagfa,   .... 

10 

1 

8 

- 

2 

2 

86 

1 

North  Brookfleld,        .... 

28 

6 

86 

4 

- 

- 

■■ 

- 

Norwood, 

- 

- 

1 

- 

7 

- 

66 

• 

Palmer, 

i 

1 

82 

1 

6 

1 

- 

- 

Pepperell, 

2 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

PiTTSriELD, 

112 

7 

8 

1 

16 

3 

2 

- 

Plymoath, 

2 

- 

- 

- 

13 

4 

1 

• 

Reading, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

9 

- 

2 

m 

Rockland, 

2 

- 

7 

- 

8 

*     1 

- 

' 

Salem, 

82 

4 

63 

1 

86 

6    1 

- 

- 

BaagiiB, 

1 

- 

1 

3 

1 

~ 

- 

SOMERVILLB, 

74 

12 

80 

- 

64 

"     1 

- 

• 

Sprinofibld 

164 

29 

78 

1 

31 

16 

86 

1 

Boathbridge, 

-t 

-t 

-t 

-t 

- 

- 

- 

BwampBcoU, 

6 

1 

7 

-    , 

6 

-    ' 

o 

Taukton 

11 

1 

27 

1 

19 

8    ; 

17 

Tewkabary, 

- 

- 

10 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Wakefield, 

7 

8 

22 

-    1 

11 

1 

21 

Walpole, 

1 

- 

« 

- 

4 

- 

8 

Walthax 

68 

8 

26 

1 

35 

7 

1 

Ware, 

6 

2 

49 

1 

4 

1    ;■ 

- 

Watertown,t 

22 

2 

67 

6 

13 

2 

2 

Wellesley, 

1 

- 

1 

3 

- 

8 

*  Chicken-pox,  3;  mum  pa,  12. 

ts< 

9veral. 

X  Wl 

iiooping.( 

»ough,  3 

• 
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Catet  of  Infeetioua  Diseates  and  Deaths  reported  to  Local  Boards  of  Health,  1898 

—  CoDclnded. 


CiTT  om  To 

DiPRTHKXIA 
AXD  CBOCP. 

SOARLST 

FsYaa. 

Typhoid 

FSVBS. 

Mbaslss. 

>inf. 

Cftsee. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Coses. 

Deaths. 

West  Brookfleld,* 

. 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

8 

- 

WMtfleld,t   . 

, 

- 

4 

- 

9 

8 

12 

- 

Wastford,     . 

2 

- 

41 

- 

10 

2 

1 

- 

West  Bpringfleld, 

,       .       .        .          17 

- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

84 

- 

Whitman,     . 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Winchester, . 

13 

1 

10 

- 

8 

1 

92 

1 

Wlnthrop,     . 

.       .       .        .            1 

- 

8 

- 

11 

- 

1 

- 

WOBUBX,       . 

.        .        .        .          61 

4 

8 

1 

11 

2 

4 

- 

WOBOSBTKB, 

.        .        .        .        290 

84 

216 

6 

81 

18 

28 

- 

ToUle,    .       .       . 

.     8,848 

M7 

8,809 

101 

2,148 

4M 

4,100 

42 

Fatality  (per  cent  ] 

1,      .        .        .              18.2 

2.0 

21.7 

1.0 

*  An  epidemic  of  chicken-pox  and  of  measles. 


t  Small-pox,  1. 


The  figures  for  1898  are  as  follows :  — 

Reported  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup, .  8,843 

Registered  deaths  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,  607 

Fatality  (per  cent.), 18.2 

Reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever, 8,509 

Registered  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,     .        .  101 

Fatality  (per  cent.), 2.9 

Reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  .........  2,148 

Registered  deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,  .       •  464 

Fatality  (per  cent), 21.7 

Reported  cases  of  measles, •       .  4,160 

Registered  deaths  from  measles  in  the  same  cities  and  towns,    ...  42 

Fatally  (per  cent.), 1.0 


Ninety  cities  and  towns  are  embraced  in  this  table,  a  slightly 
smaller  number  than  those  of  last  year.  The  cities  of  the  State, 
and  especially  all  the  large  cities,  are  included,  and  the  whole  num- 
ber included  in  the  table  contains  about  three-quarters  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  State. 
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The  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup  were  less  than  half 
as  many  as  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
was  less  than  that  of  either  of  the  four  preceding  years.  He 
fatality  being  only  13.2  per  cent,  as  compared  with  14.1  per  cent 
in  1897.  This  progressive  reduction  in  the  fatality  of  diphtheria 
since  the  introduction  of  antitoxin  is  worthy  of  note. 

The  reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  more  than  those  reported 
in  1897,  and  the  fatality  (2.9  per  cent.)  was  less  than  that  of  any 
previous  year  of  record. 

The  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  less  than  those  of  any 
previous  year  since  1892,  and  the.  fatality  (21.7  per  cent.)  was 
greater  than  that  recorded  in  any  previous  year  since  1892. 

The  reported  cases  of  measles  were  less  than  one-third  as  many 
as  those  of  1897,  and  the  fatality  (1  per  cent.)  was  slightly  greater. 

The  following  table  presents  the  summary  of  these  statistics  for 
the  eight  years  1891-98  :  — 


Reported  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Massachusetts, 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

[Pre. Antitoxin  Period.] 


Reported  cases,  . 

DcathB, 

Fatality  (percent  ), 


1893.  I  1S94.  I    Total 


4,936     ,  13,3S2 
1.3T6     I    3,T« 

27. fl    'i      2S.3 


DiplUheria  and  Croup, 

[Antitoxin  Period.] 


Reported  cases,  . 

Deaths, 

Fatality  (per  cent  ),    . 


1805.  I  1896. 


7,856 
1,484 

is.g 


S,915 

1,348 

15.1 


1807.  )  1808.   '  ToUL 

I  

7,858  3,843     '  2S,4T0 

1,107  607    '!    4,418 

14.1  13.2    ii      1S.9 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


1891. 

1898. 

1898. 

1894. 

1895. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

TotAL 

Reported  cMee, 
I>eftthe,      .... 

FaUllty  (per  eeot.) , . 

4,517 
161 
3.3 

0,112 
281 
4.0 

7,420 
024 
8.8 

7,410 
604 
0.8 

0,050 
867 
6.0 

8,878 
220 
6.7 

6,400 
253 
4.7 

8,609 
101 
2.9 

44,308 

2,489 

6.0 

Typhoid  Fever, 

1891. 

1898. 

1898. 

1894. 

1895. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

ToteL 

Reported  eaaes, 
Deeths,      .... 
FaUlity  (per  eent. ) , . 

2,414 

460 

19.0 

1,892 

486 

28.0 

2,467 

492 

20.0 

2,814 

488 

17.0 

2,006 

458 

17.2 

8,010 

471 

16.0 

2,161 
454 

21.1 

2,148 

464 

21.7 

19,662 

8,717 

10.0 

Measles, 

1891. 

1898. 

1898. 

1894. 

1895. 

1898. 

1897. 

1898. 

ToUI. 

Reported  c«Me, 
I>efttbe,      .... 

FaUllty  (per  cent.) , . 

6,801 

84 

1.4 

788 

81 

4.0 

0,290 

98 

1.0 

2,061 
87 

1.8 

6,038 

76 

1.6 

0,801 

06 

0.0 

18,706 

96 

0.7 

4,100 

42 

1.0 

44,804 
628 
1.2 

In  the  foregoing  table  the  statistics  relating  to  diphtheria  and 
croup  have  been  arranged  ii)  two  periods,  which  may  properly  be 
called  the  pre-antitoxin  and  the  antitoxin  periods,  since  antitoxin 
came  into  general  use  in  the  State  about  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1895.  The  mean  fatality  in  the  former  period  (1891-94)  was 
28.3  per  cent,  (ratio  of  deaths  to  cases),  and  in  the  latter  period 
(1895-98)  it  was  15.6  per  cent.,  or  but  little  more  than  half  as 
large. 

In  order  to  compare  the  general  fatality  from  diphtheria  in  Massa- 
chusetts with  that  of  another  country  in  which  systematic  notifica- 
tion of  a  large  number  of  cases  has  been  conducted  for  a  period  of 
several  successive  years,  the  following  figures  for  England  are  pre- 
sented, as  published  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Local  Government 
Board :  — 
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England. 

[Local  OOTtrnmeot  Board  figon*.] 


DiPHTHSRXA. 

Cbodp. 

Total. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

FterCsBL 

1890,       . 

w 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,963 

768 

26.6 

1891,       . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11,919 

2,829 

S8.7 

1802,       , 

13,977 

8,in 

1,169 

401 

16,146 

3,678 

28.6 

189S, 

20,712 

4,761 

1,486 

686 

22,148 

6,436 

24.6 

1894,       . 

17,681 

4,288 

1,266 

486 

18,837 

4,722 

26.1 

1896.       , 

18,700 

4,226 

1,268 

640 

19,963 

4,766 

S8.9 

1896,       . 

26,498 

6,372 

1,866 

666 

26,868 

6,928 

22.1 

1897,       . 

24,290 

4,621 

1,168 

478 

26,443 

4,994 

19.6 

Total,     . 

120,768 

28,282 

* 

7,642 

8,141 

143,272 

88,006 

- 

Mean  fat 

ality 

(pel 

'eeni 

10.  . 

21.8 

41.1 

- 

28.0 

The  following  figures  present  the  fatality  from  diphtheria  and 
croup,  scarlet  fever  and  tj'phoid  fever  in  England,  as  reported  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  of  England  for  the  years  1890-97  :  — 


1890. 


1801. 


180a. 


1803. 


1804. 


1805. 


1806. 


1807. 


Diphtheria  and  croap. 
Scarlet  fever,    . 
Typhoid  fever, 


25.6 

23.7 

23.6 

24.6 

26.1 

2S.9 

22.1 

8.0 

6.8 

4.4 

4.2 

4.8 

4.2 

4.0 

19.9 

20.8 

17.8 

17.0 

17.6 

16.0 

17.7 

10.6 

8.9 

16.8 
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III. 

Official  Returns  of  Notified  Diseases  Dangerous 

TO  THE  Public  Health,  1898. 

The  following  summary  embraces  the  returns  of  diseases  '*  danger- 
ous to  public  health,"  made  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  under  the 
provisions  of  chapter  302  of  the  Acts  of  1893.  Since  the  act  in 
question  did  not  specify  the  diseases  intended  to  be  reported  to  the 
Board  (except  small-pox)  the  Board  issued  a  circular,  in  which  it 
expressed  its  opinion  as  to  the  particular  diseases  which  should  be 
reported  under  the  provisions  of  this  act.  They  were  the  following : 
small-^oXy  scarlet  fevevy  measles^  typhoid  fever^  diphtheriay  mem- 
branous croupj  cholera^  yellow  fever,  typhus  fever,  cerebrospinal 
meningitis,  hydrophobia,  malignant  pustule,  leprosy  and  trichinosis. 

The  report  of  1893  embraced  the  returns  of  the  fractional  year 
only  which  immediately  followed  the  enactment  of  the  statute,  while 
those  of  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897  and  1898  were  each  for  a  full  year. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  in  1898 
was  14,331,  which  w^ere  divided  as  follows  :  — 

Reported  cases  of  small-pox, 10 

Reported  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup, 3,980 

Reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever,       .......  8,667 

Reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever,     .......  2,196 

Reported  cases  of  measles, 4,478 


Total, 


14,881 


The  summary  for  the  six  years  1893-98  is  as  follows  :  — 


1898  (fonr  months  only), . 

18M, 

1W5, 

18M, 

1897 

1898,    

ToUl 


Kkportki)  Casks  op 


Small-pox. 


Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 


Scarlet 
Fevtr. 


Tjrphoid 
Kever. 


35 

1,109 

181 

4,178 

1 

7,806 

6 

8,515 

18 

7,813 

10 

3,980 

250 

83,201 

2,914 
6,781 
6,194 
8,801 
5,495 
8,667 


28,802 


1,525 
2,372 
2,438 
2,637 
2,104 
2,196 


13,272 


Measles. 


1,503 
2,133 
4,868 
6,862 
12,695 
4,478 


82,039 


Total. 


7,088 
15.595 
21,307 
21,320 
27,925 
14,331 


107,604 
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Seasonal  Distribution.  — By  months  these  diseases  were  reported 
as  follows  in  1898  :  — 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  the  Board  by  Months  during  1898. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

AprU, 

May, 

June, 

July, 


I 
1 

CD 


s 

i. 


In 


1 

GO 


4 
8 


467 
860 
822 
826 
260 
187 
202 


340 
216 
287 
206 
468 
268 
164 


S 

o 

p. 


112 
76 

104 
06 
86 
06 
08 


1 


242 
816 
346 
627 
644 
466 
208 


August, 
September, 
October, 
November, . 
December, . 

Total,  . 


M 
I 

i 

CO 


GO 


e 


o 


. 

168 

164 

240 

• 

243 

227 

471 

> 

867 

806 

808 

- 

678 

440 

268 

8 

617 

480 

178 

10 

8,080 

S,6«7 

2,106 

s 


108 
72 
164 
468 
88S 


4,478 


In  order  that  the  foregoing  figures  may  be  interpreted  with  greater 
fiEwility  the  following  table  is  appended :  — 


Intensity  of  Prevalence, 


Diphtheria 
Cbodp. 

AMD 

SCABLBT  FBVKB. 

1 

Ttphoid  Fbvbb. 

Mbablbs. 

1808. 

1807. 

1808. 

1807. 

1808. 

1807.  1 

1808. 

1897. 

A 

B 

B 

A 

B 

B 

A 

B 

B  i 

A 

B 

B 

Daily   Number  of 
Reported    Cases 
in  Each  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Each  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Each  Month. 

Daily  Nunibor  of 
Reported    Cases 
in  Each  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Each  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Eacli  Month. 

Daily  Naml)er  of 
Reported    Cases 
in  £^ch  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Each  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Each  Month. 

Daily  Nnmber  of 
Reported    Cases 
in  Each  Month. 

Decimal  Ratio  for 
Each  Month. 

a 

a^ 

SI 

Jl 

January,    . 

16.1 

13.8 

16.8 

11.3 

11.2 

11.6 

3.6 

6.0 

1 
10.1 

1 

1      7.8 

1 

6.4 

18.5 

February, . 

12.8 

11.8 

12.6 

7.7 

7.6 

0.6 

2.7 

4.6 

6.0 

11.8 

9.2 

18.4 

March, 

10.4 

0.6 

0.6 

0.3 

0.2 

12.0 

3.4 

6.6 

4.4 

11.2 

0.1 

10.9 

April, 

10.8 

0.0 

10.5 

0.8 

0.8 

14.7  j 

3.2 

5.3 

6.0 

17.6 

14.3 

20.0 

May,  . 

8.1 

7.4 

10.8 

14.8 

14.7 

17.3 

2.8 

4.6 

6.8 

20.8 

16.0 

22.4 

June, . 

6.2 

6.7 

0.7 

8.4 

8.4 

12.3 

3.2 

6.3 

6.6 

16.6 

12.6 

13.0 

July,  . 

6.5 

6.0 

7.2 

5.0 

4.0 

6.6  ' 

8.0 

6.0 

6.6 

0.6 

7.8 

4.6 

August,     . 

6.4 

5.0 

5.2  ! 

6.0 

4.9 

6.6 

1 

7.7 

12.9 

13.7 

8.6 

2.8 

1.0 

September, 

8.1 

7.4 

6.3 

7.8 

7.5 

6.0  1 

15.7 

26.1 

18.3 

2.4 

2.0 

.4 

October,    . 

11.8 

10.0 

10.7 

12.8 

12.7 

7.4  1 

12.7 

21.1 

28.8 

6.3 

4.3 

.4 

November, 

19.1 

17.6 

18.1 

15.0 

14.0 

8.8  ' 

8.4 

14.0 

13.3 

16.4 

12.6 

.6 

December,. 

16.7 

15.3 

11.1 

18.0 

13.8 

8.1; 

1 

6.7 
6.0 

0.6 

10.1 

26.0 

21.0 
10.0 

1.3 

Mean, . 

10.0 

10.0 

10.0 

10.1 

10.0 

10.0  1 

1 

10.0 

10.0 

12.8 

10.0 
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The  figures  in  the  foregoing  table  are  not  introduced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  comparing  the  prevalence  of  one  disease  with  another,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  the  reports  of  each  month  upon  a 
uniform  basis  of  comparison,  month  by  month,  so  that  the  relative 
intensity  of  each  disease  is  shown  for  each  month.  The  method 
also  has  the  advantage  of  eliminating  the  apparent  errors  of  compu- 
tation arising  from  the  unequal  length  of  the  months. 

The  figures  may  be  read  as  follows :  for  example,  the  mean  daily  number 
of  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup  in  January,  1898,  was  15.1 ;  of 
scarlet  fever,  11.3  ;  of  typhoid  fever,  3.6  ;  and  of  measles,  7.8  (see  columns 
marked  A)  ;  and  the  mean  daily  number  of  the  same  diseases  for  the  whole 
year  1898  was  respectively  10.9,  10.1,  6  and  12.3.  Assuming  a  standard 
of  10  as  the  daily  mean  of  each  disease  for  each  year,  the  ratios  for  January 
were  as  follows:  diphtheria  and  croup,  13.8;  scarlet  fever,  11.2;  typhoid 
fever,  6 ;  and  measles,  6.4  (see  columns  marked  B).  That  is  to  say,  for 
each  10  cases  of  diphtheria  and  croup  reported  daily  throughout  the  year 
1898,  as  a  mean,  there  were  13.8  in  January,  11.8  in  February,  9.5  in 
March,  etc. 

By  the  foregoing  table  it  appears  that  the  seasonal  prevalence  of 
diphtheria  and  croup,  so  far  as  can  be  learned  from  the  reported 
cases,  followed  a  somewhat  similar  course  with  that  of  1897.  Be- 
ginning in  January  with  a  high  prevalence,  there  was  a  compara- 
tively uniform  decline  to  a  minimum  in  August,  and  then  a  more 
rapid  rise  to  a  maximum  in  November.  December  furnished  a 
smaller  number  of  daily  reports  than  November,  as  it  did  also  in 
1897. 

Scarlet  fever  prevailed  most  severely  in  May  and  November, 
1898,  and  in  April  and  May,  1897,  and  reached  its  minimum  in 
the  months  of  July  and  August  in  each  year. 

The  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  was  considerably  below  the  mean 
during  the  first  seven  months  of  1898,  but  rose  rapidly  to  a  maxi- 
mum in  September,  while  in  1897  the  maximum  was  in  October. 

Measles  prevailed  with  less  than  the  mean  intensity  in  the  first 
quarter,  rising  above  the  mean  in  the  second  quarter,  then  falling 
below  the  mean  in  the  third  quarter,  and  reaching  a  minimum  in 
October,  and  rising  rapidly  to  its  maximum  in  December.  The 
entire  number  of  reported  cases  of  measles  in  1898  was  but  little 
more  than  one-third  as  many  as  those  of  1897.  The  history  of  this 
disease  in  the  State  for  the  past  forty  years  has  shown  that  epidemics 
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have  occurred  about  once  in  every  three  or  four  years.  There  have 
been  ten  epidemic  years  in  the  past  forty  years,  as  follows  :  in  1858, 
1862,  1864,  1872,  1878,  1883,  1887,  1891,  1893  and  1897.  More 
than  80  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  measles  are  those  of  children 
under  five  years  old.  After  each  epidemic  year  a  period  of  com- 
parative freedom  from  the  disease  occurs,  until  a  new  crop  of 
children  comes  into  existence,  who  have  never  had  measles,  and 
hence  furnish  material  for  a  new  epidemic.  The  practice  of  isola- 
tion has  not  been  applied  so  thoroughly  to  this  disease  as  has  been 
done  for  scarlet  fever,  hence  the  diminution  in  mortality  has  not 
been  so  apparent. 

The  following  table  presents  the  numbers  of  cases  of  each  disease 
reported  from  each  city  and  town  in  1898.  The  whole  number  of 
reporting  cities  and  towns  is  167,  that  of  the  previous  year  being 
172. 

Where  the  name  of  a  city  or  town  occurs  both  in  Section  H.  and 
in  Section  HI.  of  this  summary,  the  difference  in  numbers  may  be 
taken  as  the  deficiency  in  returns  made  by  the  local  board  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  from  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-seven  Cities  and  Towns  during  1898, 


Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 

u 
> 

o 

• 

t 

1 

Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 

•Scarlet  Fovor. 

>       • 

o 

K 

S 

Adams, 

6 

3 

- 

1 

Brveklt, 

8 

13 

19 

1 

Araesbury, 

6 

16 

3 

1 

1 
Bolton,     . 

4 

- 

1 

- 

Amherst, . 

- 

11 

- 

45 

.  BOHTON,    . 

1,701 

914 

552 

2,063 

Andover,  . 

15 

12 

3 

5 

1  Bozborougb,    , 

1 

- 

- 

- 

ArliogtoD, 

6 

m 
t 

14 

- 

Bridgewater,   . 

- 

2 

1 

- 

Ashfield,  . 

- 

- 

- 

Brockton, 

5 

15 

10 

9 

Attleborough, 

8 

16 

4 

18 

Brooktield,  ' 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Auburn,   . 

2 

- 

- 

:  Brookline, 

21 

17 

20 

99 

Avon, 

- 

- 

- 

Cambridge, 

156 

122 

94 

53 

Ayor, 

1 

5 

- 

Carver, 

1 

1 

4 

- 

Barnstable, 

2 

2 

1 

Chelmsford, 

1 

13 

- 

- 

Barre, 

- 

- 

2 

1 

Chelsea, 

37 

103 

19 

72 

Bedford,  . 

I 

- 

1 

1 

Cheshire, . 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Berlin, 

3 

1 

- 

- 

j  Chester,    . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 
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Cases  oflnfecliotis  Diseases  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  from  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-seven  Cities  and  Towns  during  1898 —  Continued. 


Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 

• 

1 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 
and  Cronp. 

« 

u 

1 

1 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

• 

s 

1 

Chioopbe, 

81 

8 

26 

28 

Greenwicb, 

1 

* 

- 

. 

ClioioD,    . 

5 

- 

8 

3 

Groton,    . 

- 

9 

- 

- 

Concord,  . 

8 

5 

8 

16 

Groveland, 

8 

3 

21 

Oolrain,    . 

- 

8 

- 

- 

Hadley,    . 

- 

- 

1 

9 

Ck>tUgeCUy,   . 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Hamilton, 

^ 

1 

- 

- 

Dalton, 

1 

2 

- 

1 

Halifax.    . 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Dana, 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Hardwlck, 

7 

1 

- 

- 

Danvera,  . 

18 

10 

11 

7 

Haverhill,    . 

66 

60 

100 

897 

Dartmoatb, 

- 

3 

- 

- 

ningbam, 

18 

- 

- 

- 

Dedham,  . 

- 

1 

2 

42 

Hinsdale, . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

DlgbtoD,  . 

7 

8 

- 

- 

HoUiston, 

- 

4 

9 

2 

Donglaa,  . 

2 

22 

7 

- 

HOLTOKB, 

31 

41 

26 

46 

Dover, 

2 

1 

- 

2 

Hopedale, 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Bast  Bridgewater,  . 

2 

1 

7 

- 

Hopkinton, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Bast  Longmeadow, . 

4 

t 

- 

1 

- 

HndsoD,   . 

3 

10 

4 

* 
7 

Bdgartown, 

1          - 

1 

- 

6 

- 

Hyde  Park,      . 

36 

12 

6 

44 

Bterett, 

45 

48 

20 

29 

Ipswicb,  . 

27 

- 

16 

3 

Falrhaven, 

4 

2 

11 

- 

Lanetborongb, 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Faxx  River,  . 

33 

108 

74 

- 

Lawrence,     . 

205 

184 

74 

490 

Falmontb, 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Leicester, 

1 

10 

2 

1 

FiTCHBURO, 

88 

16 

20 

80 

Lenox, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Foxborongb, 

6 

1 

1 

7 

Leominster,     . 

2 

16 

13 

lis 

Franklin, . 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Lexington, 

1 

1 

2 

32 

Gardner,  *. 

4 

42 

16 

1 

Leyden,    . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Gill,  .       . 

- 

1 

- 

1 
1 

Lincoln,    . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Oloucbstbr, 

12 

62 

9 

1 

1 

Lowell,  . 

169 

318 

123 

86 

Grafton,  . 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Ltnn, 

86 

93 

116 

12 

Granby,   . 

- 

- 

1 

_  1 

1 

Malden,  . 

40 

70 

61 

28 

Granville, 

1 

- 

- 

38' 

Mancbester, 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Great  Barrington,  . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Mansfield, 

4 

- 

- 

- 

Greenfield,* 

6 

8 

8 

1 

Marlborough, 

- 

26 

3 

8 

•  Small-pox :  — 

Greenfield, 4 

Russell 8 

Sberbom 2 

Westfield, 1 

10 


pnl 

1 

P 

ra 

■^ 

> 

^-3P7^ 

■ 

^ 

^ 

7T4*™^.6TATE 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

reported  to  the  Stale  Board  of  Health  from  One  Bm- 

dred  and  Bixtysevm 

|l    1 

f    1 

i 

1 

i 

J 
1 

J 

1 

1 

sewwr,  .     .     . 

. 

7 

^^g  IbdfiMd, .      .      . 

1 

Bordrtna. 

- 

1 

^^■lUDTOUt,        .         . 

18 

t 

Bum,    . 

H 

» 

H>u»,..  .  . 

« 

Buduadd, 

■ 

■ 

^^H  tOAdlMOB.          .          . 

u 

BMkmk.  . 

1 

t 

H>o.».,..  .  . 

- 

BlHlbBnM. 

- 

. 

^m„^ .  .  . 

u 

n 

eUrJ.T,     . 

1 

- 

Hx.,...  . 

- 

axHiHt, 

U 

1 

a 

- 

^^V  im  Bkdfoui,     . 

101 

Ut 

11 

. 

^^^^     SlWBURTTOBT, 

1 

8p«™r,  . 

- 

1 

ITlWTDH,.          .          . 

a 

t1 

so 

euibiun. 

- 

- 

Kortaik,  .      . 

- 

4 

1 

HoithAdim*. 

- 

n 

4a 

BomTiuiirrDH, 

- 

m 

a 

n 

irarUiAndDnr,      . 

ID 

u 

TiUjrroR, 

SI 

»■       T. 

n 

TamplctoD, 

s 

-1         • 

Monhbridg«.   .       . 

Opioo.      . 

1 

Monh  BrookflBld,   . 

«3 

- 

U.brldg., 

4 

1 

MortoD,    .       .       . 

W>k«ll.ld, 

31 

11 

n 

WUpote.. 

( 

1 

OwK.    . 

- 

Waltux. 

10 

1 

Oxford,    . 

- 

W.r.,       . 

t 

1 

P«liMr.    . 

U 

- 

Wanhun. 

1 

P«body.. 

w.™..  . 

10 

1 

P.PIN.MU. 

- 

w 

1 

- 

WebMOT, . 

I 

n 

QUIHOT,     . 

U 

VI 

88 

W«11»1.T, 

1 

! 

Budolpb, 

Weal  Bnokfl* 

d,    . 

- 

BodlDf,    . 

1 

W«lfleM.» 

t 

11 

Bot.™,    . 

- 

Ww«<wd, 

st 

I 

Ewikport, 

' 

1 

' 

■  Sm  Dot«  on  ptfoedlnit  p*(*- 
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Cases  of  Infeetious  Diseases  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  from  One  Hun- 
dred  and  Sixty-seven  Cities  and  Towns  during  1898 — Concluded. 


Diphtheria 
and  Croap. 

1 

Typhoid 

Ftrer. 

• 

1 

Diphtheria 
and  Croup. 

1 

1 
1 

i 

1 

i 

1 

WeatoD,   . 

6 

4 

8 

8 

WOBUBK,           .         . 

40 

0 

6 

- 

Weymouth,     . 

6 

6 

8 

- 

WorthlngtOD,  . 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Whitman, 

2 

12 

.     T 

8 

WOBCSSTSB,    . 

268 

192 

76 

19 

WllUamstowD, 

2 

6 

18 

8 

Wrantham, 

7 

7 

- 

4 

WlDcbeodon,  . 

10 

1 

81 
2 

9 
6 

7 

1 

Watt  Springfield,   . 
Toula, 

16 
3,980 

19 

4 

22 

Winthrop, 

8,007 

2,190 

4,478 

The  following  list  comprises  the  cities  and  towns  which  failed  to 
report  (under  the  provisions  of  the  statute)  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  It  is  but  just  to  state  that  in  many  of  the  towns  named 
in  group  IV.,  and  in  some  of  those  in  group  III.,  it  is  quite  prob- 
able that  no  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred. 


List  of  Towns  from  which  no  Reports  were  received. 

/.    CUiea, 
PrrrsFiELD. 

//.     Towns  having  a  Population  of  More  than  5^000  in  Each. 


Athol, 

Blackstone, 

Braintree, 

Framingham, 

Marblehead, 

Melrose, 


Methuen, 

Middleborough, 

Montague, 

Natick, 

Rockland, 

Southbridge, 


Stoneham, 
Stoughton, 
Westborough, 
Winchester.  — 16. 


TIL    Towns  having  a  Population  of  More  than  IfiOO  but  Less  than  SfiOO  in  Each, 


Abington, 

Acton, 

Acushnet, 

Agawam, 

Ashburnham, 

Ashland, 

Auburn, 

Avon, 

Belcbertown, 

Belmont, 

Bellingham, 

Billerica, 


Bourne, 

Bradford, 

Buckland, 

Canton, 

Cohasset, 

Conway, 

Charlcmont, 

Chatham, 

Charlton, 

Clarksburg, 

Dennis, 

Deerfield, 


Dracut, 

Dudley, 

Duxbury, 

Easthampton, 

Easton, 

Essex, 

Freetown, 

Georgetown, 

Hanover, 

Hanson, 

Harwich, 

Hatfield, 
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List  op  Tdwks  frou  wni( 
C  ///.     Towiu  having  a  Populatio-. 


1  NO  Reports  iterb  keceived — Conelutkil. 
4  Lesit  than  5.000  in  Ei 


II  ol  brook, 

Hubburdsloii, 

Hull. 

Himtin^Uin, 

Eingslon. 

Lanuaaier, 

Lee, 

Littietnn, 

Ludlow, 

Lane  ti  burg. 

Marsh  Qeld, 

HattapoisetC, 

Maynanl, 

Merriroiio, 

MiUis. 

Nantucket, 


Newbury. 

Northflftlil, 


New  Marlborough, 

Norwoll, 

Orleans, 

Pembroke. 

Provincotown, 

Barnlinm, 

Kehoboth, 

Rochester, 

Salisbury, 

SuDdwicn, 

Sbarnn, 

Sheffield, 

Sherborn, 

Shrewabury, 

Soulh  Hadlej-, 

Slerlinjr, 

Stock  bridge, 

Sudbury, 

Sutttin, 


Swonepn, 

Tewksbury, 

Tisburv, 

TopsSeld. 

Town  send. 

Way  I  and, 

Wellesley, 

West  Boylalon. 

West  Brid^wDter, 

West  ford, 

WestDiiDster, 

West.  Newbury, 

WMtport, 

West  Stocbbridge, 

WilbrahaiD, 

Williamsburg, 

Wilmington, 

Yarmouiii.  —  92. 


IV.     lowiis  having  Lens  than  1,000  InhatiUanU. 


Alfortl. 

Heath, 

PlainGeld, 

Asliby, 

Holland, 

Plympton. 

Becket, 

LakeTille, 

PreBcott. 

Berkley. 

Leverett, 

Princeton. 

Bernard  ston, 

l^iignieadow. 

Blandford, 

Lynn  Held, 
ftfarion. 

Kowe, 

Boxford. 

Russell, 

fioylslOD, 

Mash  pee. 

Rutland, 

Brewster. 

Mendon, 

Savoy, 

Brimlield, 

Middlelield, 

Shutesbury, 

Burlington, 

Monroe, 

South  wick. 

Carlisle. 

Monterey. 

Stow, 

Chesterfield, 

Chilroark, 

MoDtgoniery, 
Mount  Washington. 

Sunderland, 
Tolland, 

Cumniiugton, 

Nahant, 

Truro, 

Dunstable, 

New  Asliford, 

Tvngsbottjugh 

East  ham. 

New  Brain  tree. 

TjTiugbam,* 

Egremont, 

New  Salem, 

Wales, 

Enfield, 

Norfolk, 

Warwick, 

Erving, 

North  Reading, 

Washington, 

Florida, 

Oakham, 

Well  fleet. 

Gay  Head, 

Otis. 

Wendell, 

Goshen. 

Paxton, 

Wen  ham, 

Gosnold, 

Pel  ham. 

West  Tiabury, 

Hampden, 

Peru, 

Whately, 

Hancock, 

Petersham, 

Windsor.  — 80 

Hawley, 

Pliilli|.sU>n, 

The  Board  will  forward  to  the  local  board  of  health  of  any  pla 
the  postal  cards  necessary  for  reporting,  on  application  from  su 
local  board  of  health. 


No.  34.]  STATISTICAL   SUMMAEIES.  777 


IV. 

Official  Returns  of  Deaths  in  Cities  and  Large 
Towns  (Chapter  218,  Acts  of  1894). 

The  following  summary  comprises  the  results  obtained  from  the 
tabulation  of  the  returns  required  by  chapter  218  of  the  Acts  of 
1894,  whereby  the  board  of  health  of  each  city  and  populous  town 
is  directed  to  send  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  an  annual  state- 
ment of  the  deaths  in  such  city  or  town  upon  a  blank  form  furnished 
by  the  State  Board. 

The  whole  number  of  cities  and  towns  included  in  this  list  is 
85.*  The  total  population  of  these  85  cities  and  towns  by  the 
census  of  1895  was  2,034,658. 

The  death-rates  of  these  towns  in  the  following  summary  for  the 
year  1898  are  calculated  upon  an  estimated  population,  such  esti- 
mate being  based  upon  the  rate  of  growth  from  1890  to  1895,  as 
taken  from  the  census  returns. 

This  estimate  would  add  several  more  towns  to  the  list  for  1898, 
and  four  towns  (Easthampton,  North  Brookfield,  Reading  and  Wil- 
liamstown)  have  voluntarily  sent  returns  to  the  board,  although 
not  required  by  the  Statute,  thus  making  (with  the  omission  of 
Westfield)  the  total  number  of  cities  and  towns  included  in  the 
summary  88. 

The  estimated  population  of  these  88  towns  in  1898  was  2,216,869, 
or  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the  State. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  registered  in  these  towns  in  1898 
was  38,147,  and  the  death-rate  calculated  upon  the  foregoing  esti- 
mated population  was  17.21  per  1,000  living.  This  rate  was  con- 
siderably less  than  that  of  either  of  the  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  the  law  was  enacted  requiring  returns  of  deaths  from  this 
group  of  cities  and  towns. 

*  The  town  of  Westfield  has  failed  to  make  the  necessary  return  for  the  year  1898. 
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Sexe».  — Tbe  nuuiber  of  deaths  of  males  was  19^  -5,  or  50.9  per 
cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  of  those  whose  sex  was  known ; 
and  the  deaths  of  females  were  18,704,  or  4i).l  per  cent.  There 
were  18  in  which  the  sex  was  not  stated  in  the  returns, 

At^en.  —  The  deaths  shown  hy  four  groups  of  ages,  as  recom- 
mended by  Koriisi,  were  as  follows  :  — 


■"a"""."".^* 

As  EL 

p™«;™„ 

\  ""   - 

1»M.         18»7. 

,^.     \     ,«7. 

1  to » riio,      .      (,m 

l>i.TT 
It.Ot 

u.u 

ww«o,       .      . 
M  rad  orer,  -■ 

e.eu 

n.u 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  one  were  9,439,  or  24.77  per  cent, 
if  the  total  mortality,  and  those  of  children  under  five  years  were 
12,001)  or  33.07  per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality. 

Ail  of  the  percentages  in  this  table  are  estimated  upon  the  numlier 
of  deaths  of  persons  whose  ages  were  specified  in  the  returns.  The 
'■total  number  of  deaths  in  which  the  age  was  not  specified  was  40. 

The  most  noteworthy  &ct  in  the  foregoing  table  ia  the  very  low 
percentage  of  deaths  of  persons  at  age  1-20  years,  namely,  15.05, 
as  compared  with  18.5,  17.9,  17.7  and  18,0,  respectively,  for  the 
years  1894,  1895,  1896  and  1897.  This  unusually  low  percentage 
of  mortality  among  children  and  young  persons  between  the  ages 
of  one  and  twenty  years  is  due  mainly  to  the  low  death-rate  from 
infectious  and  preventable  diseases  which  bear  most  heavily  upon 
the  early  ages  of  life. 

Months  and  Quarters.  —  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  quarter 
of  tbe  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  :  — 
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P.»n 

■:^^ — ' 
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The  intensity  of  the  seasonal  death-rate  is  shown  in  the  following 
table,  the  method  employed  being  explained  on  page  771  in  Section 
III.,  relating  to  disease  notification  :  — 


Seasonal  Intensity  of  the  Death-rate, 


Mean  Dally 

Deaths 
per  Month. 

1898. 

Centksimal  Ratio. 

Mean  Dally 

Deaths 
per  Month. 

1898. 

1  CavTKsncAL  Ratio. 

1898. 

1897. 

'  1898. 

1897. 

January,     . 
February,   . 
Marob, 
April,  . 
May,    .       .       . 

09.6 

09.7 

101.8 

106.2 

97.4 

87.4 

106.1 

06.3 
06.4 
07.4 

100.7 
08.2 
83.6 

101.6 

100.6 
107.1 
114.1 
104.8 
04.9 
85.8 
109.0 

AngQit,     . 
September, 
October,    . 
Noyember, 
Deeember, 
Annual  mean. 

134.0 
110.1 
100.2 
96.8 
106.6 

120.1 

114.0 

06.0 

01.2 

101.0 

115.1 

101.8 

03.8 

87.8 

86.7 

June,   . 
July,    . 

104.6 

100.0 

100.0 

The  figures  in  the  foregoing  table  indicate  a  greater  uniformity 
in  the  death-rate  throughout  the  year,  comparing  one  month  with 
another,  than  is  shown  by  the  figures  of  1897,  and  reference  to  the 
reports  of  the  three  preceding  years  also  shows  a  more  uniform 
death-rate  than  those  of  1894,  1895  and  1896,  which  would  indicate, 
when  taken  in  connection  with  an  examination  of  the  table  of  causes 
of  death,  a  more  healthful  year  than  either  of  the  three  preceding 
years,  the  higher  death  rate  in  July  and  August  being  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  a  generally  lower  death-rate  in  the  remaining 
months. 

The  mean  maximum  departure  from  the  death-rate  for  each  month 
for  the  period  of  20  years,  1856-75,  was  32.9  per  cent,  in  August, 
and  in  the  20  years  period  (1876-95)  it  was  20  per  cent,  in  August, 
while  that  of  August,  1898,  was  29  per  cent. 

In  the  two  years  having  the  highest  death-rates  in  Massachusetts 
in  the  past  half  century  (1849  and  1872)  the  maximum  departures 
from  the  yearly  means  were,  respectively,  83.4  per  cent,  in  August, 
1849,  and  40  per  cent,  in  August,  1872.  That  of  eTanuary,  1890, 
the  month  in  which  the  epidemic  of  influenza  was  at  its  maximum, 
was  43.4  per  cent,  above  the  mean. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Table  IV.  presents  the  mortality  of  the  cities  and  towns  embraced 
in  this  summary,  classified  by  causes  of  death  for  the  year  1898. 
The  same  figures  are  again  presented  in  a  condensed  form  in  Table 
v.,  wherein  the  comparative  mortality  from  different  diseases  and 
groups  of  diseases  for  the  five  years  daring  which  the  law  has  been 
in  operation  may  be  examined. 

It  appears  from  Table  V.  on  page  796  that  the  decrease  in  the 
general  dftath-rate,  which  was  noted  in  the  last  annual  report,  has 
continued  throughout  1898,  so  far  as  can  be  judged  from  the  osual 
estimates  of  population,  the  principal  improvement  being  shown  in 
the  infectious  digeaBes  near  the  top  of  the  column.  It  ia  a  source 
of  much  satisfaction  to  note  that  marked  changes  have  taken  place 
in  tbe  death-rate  from  those  diseases  which  are  clearly  preventable, 
and  tbia  may  be  taken  aa  an  index  of  better  sanitary  organization 
and  work  in  the  cities  and  towns  named  ip  the  list.  Consumption, 
measles,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  and  puerperal  fever  are  diseases 
which  yield  to  the  action  of  human  agencies ;  and  in  every  one  of 
these  there  was  a  marked  drop  in  the  death-rate,  not  only  as  com- 
pared with  that  of  1897,  but  also  with  that  of  the  four  preceding 
years  embraced  within  the  operationa  of  the  statute  of  1893. 

Comment  %yas  made  in  the  last  report  upon  the  fact  that  estimates 
made  in  intercensal  years  are  liable  to  error  iii  cither  direction,  and 
that  no  method  of  estimating  populations  can  produce  exact  results, 
in  the  absence  of  other  definite  knowledge.  It  was  for  this  reason 
that  the  tables  of  death-rates  made  up  from  the  total  estimatoit 
population  have  beeu  published  in  parallel  columns,  together  tvith 
the  percentages  of  the  total  mortality  in  each  of  the  annual  reports 
since  and  including  189:J  (see  pages  xlviii,  xlix,  twenty-fourth 
annual  report,  18i)2),  and  especially  in  the  very  full  report  of  1896, 
embracing  the  statistics  of  forty  years  (185()-95). 

The  table  of  percentages  of  total  mortality  acts,  in  a  measure,  as 
a  check  or  control  in  case  of  erroneous  estimates  of  population.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  a  similar  condensed  statement  is  here  intro- 
duced in  Table  V. 

The  changes  in  the  death-rate  from  consumption,  typhoid  fever 
and  puerperal  fever  (see  child-birth  in  report  of  1896,  page  804) 
have  been  quite  fully  treated  in  the  report  of  1896.     To  these  may 
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be  added  the  later  comments  on  the  changes  in  the  death-rate  from 
diphtheria,  which  appear  in  the  figures  of  the  past  four  years. 

The  following  preventable  causes  of  death,  consumption,  measles, 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  whooping-cough,  typhoid  fever,  puerperal 
fever  and  cholera  infantum,  together  constituted  27.2  per  cent,  of 
the  total  mortality  in  1894,  but  had  fallen  off  successively  to  24^2, 
24.2,  21.9  and  21.1  in  the  four  succeeding  years,  while  the  prin- 
cipal acute  lung  diseases,  diseases  of  the  heart,  l)rain,  kidneys, 
cancer,  suicide  and  accident  had  increased  from  35.7  per  cent,  of 
the  total  mortality  to  36.9,  36.9,  38.5  and  39.2  per  cent,  in  the 
same  years. 

These  all  combined  constituted  the  greater  part  of  the  total  mor- 
tality in  each  of  the  five  years  1894-98,  and  of  the  diseases  specified 
in  the  table  entitled  the  **  Balance  of  Mortality,"  in  the  annual 
report  of  1896,  page  812. 

The  most  notable  change  in  the  death-rate  from  any  specific 
disease  in  1898  is  the  very  marked  diminution  in  the  death-rate 
from  diphtheria  and  croup,  which  is  less  than  half  as  great  as  that 
of  1897,  and  less  than  one-third  as  great  as  that  of  1894.  That  of 
scarlet  fever  is  also  quite  remarkable,  being  only  half  as  great  as 
its  least  mortality  rate  in  either  of  the  four  preceding  years,  and 
but  little  more  than  one-sixth  of  its  mortality  in  1894.  Consumjv 
tion  has  also  declined  with  considerable  uniformity  from  a  death- 
rate  of  22.34  in  1894  to  18.41  in  1898.  Measles  from  a  maximum 
of  .57  in  1897  to  .34  in  1898.  Cerebro-spinal -meningitis  presented 
a  slightly  lower  mortality  than  it  had  in  1897,  2.59  and  2.12.  Ery- 
sipelas and  puerperal  fever  have  notably  declined  to  but  little  more 
than  half  their  death-rate  in  1894.  There  was  a  slight  increase  in 
all  diarrhceal  diseases,  as  compared  with  their  mortality  in  1897. 
A  slight  decrease  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  brain,  and  a  slight 
increase  in  those  of  the  heart  and  kidneys.  The  mortality  from 
cancer  has  increased  over  40  per  cent,  since  1895.  Deaths  from 
violence  have  presented  a  fairly  uniform  mortality  throughout  the 
five  years  1894-98. 
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Population  of  Cities  and  Large  Towjis  ealimatedfnr  2898. 


Andorai,    • 
ArllsKtan,    . 


^^*  BrookUi 


Obicofhb,  . 
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OrafloQ, 
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Mu-bletamd, 

MjlRLBOROCd 
MlDFOBD, 

I  Mdhaen,    . 
UlddLebDroun 


ITlW  BBDFOBn, 


ITonbbildtrei 
Xoilb  Brook  I 


Roakluiil,  . 

SOUBYIIXI, 

B  on  Ui  bridge, 
SpRivaniLD, 
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Table  I.  —  Concluded. 


RKPOBTine  GiTIBS  AMD  TOWVl. 


Estimated 

PopnUtton, 

1898. 


Btoneham,   . 

StOQghtOD,   . 

Tauktok,   . 

'Wakefleld, 

Waltbam,  . 

Ware,  .... 

WatertowD, 

Webater,     . 

Weatborongh,     . 

Westfield,  no  retaro. 


6,361 
6,634 

28,167 
9,096 

22,296 
7,S48 
8,217 
8,269 
6,269 


SXPOBTIVO  CITIS8  AND  TOWKB. 


Weft  Bpringfleld, 
Weymootb, 
Whitman, . 
WllUamatown, 
Wlncheater, 

WOBUBN,  . 
WOBOSSTEB, 

Total,  . 


Estimated 

Population, 

1898. 


6,763 

11,646 

6,626 

6,286 

6,928 

14,686 

108,840 


2,216,860 
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■  from  Speci/ied  Causes.  1S98.     Death-ratet  per  10.000  (_18I?4-S 

Deaths  per  1.000  from  All  Causes.  1894-93. 
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The  population  upon  which  the  foregoing  death-rates  are  calcu- 
lated is  estimated  for  1898  by  the  usual  rule,  from  the  rate  of 
increase  in  the  foregoing  five-year  period  (1890-9.^). 


THE 


Vital  Statistics  of  Massachusetts  for  1897, 

WITH  A  Life  Table 

BASED  UPON  THE  ExPEBIENCE  OF  THE  FiVE-TEAB  PeBIOD  1893-97. 


By  Bahdbl  W.  Abbott,  II.D.,  Stcrttary  of  tht  Botrd. 
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The  Vital  Statistics  of  Massachusetts  for  1897, 
WITH  A  Life  Table  based  upon  the  Experience 

OF  the  FlYE-TEAR  PERIOD  1893-97. 


The  following  brief  digest  embraces  the  vital  statistics  of  the 
State  for  the  year  1897,  to  which  has  been  appended  a  li&  table, 
constructed  mainly  from  the  State  census  of  1895,  and  the  mor- 
tality of  the  years  1893,  '94,  '95,  '96  and  '97. 

Population. 

The  assumed  population  in  1897,  based  upon  the  rate  of  increase 
from  1890  to  1895,  was  2,613,023.  Assuming  the  rate  of  increase 
of  each  sex  to  have  been  the  same  as  that  of  the  five-year  period 
1890-95,  the  males  were  1,269,556  and  the  females,  1,343,467. 

The  number  of  registered  marriages  was  23,038 ;  of  births, 
73,205  ;  and  of  deaths,  47,419. 

Marriages. 

The  total  number  of  marriages  was  23,038,  and  the  marriage-rate 
was  8.82  per  1,000  of  the  living  population,  or  17.64  per  1,000 
(persons  married).  The  following  table  expresses  the  seasonal 
marriage-rate  for  1897  and  for  the  period  1876-95  :  — 

Marriages  by  Months,  Quarters  and  Half-years. 


Marriages, 
1897. 
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Jaooary,   . 
February, 
March.      . 

April, 
May..       . 
Jnoe, 

July, . 

A  a  gnat,     . 

September, 

October,  . 
November, 
December, 


Total, 
Mean, 


1,738 
1.563 
1,188 


1.862 
1,5&3 
8,082 

1,637 
1.607 
2,187 

2,671 
2.600 
1.681 


23,038 


Months. 


Qimrters. 


Half-years. 


80.2 
88.8 
61.0 
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163.6 
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82.6 

116.0 
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81.2 
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02.2 


116.2 
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20  Years - 
1876-95. 
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BlttTHS. 

The  living  births  in  18!t7  were  73,205.  snd  the  birth-rate  was 
28.02  per  1,000.  This  rnte  was  less  than  that  of  1896,  but  greater 
than  that  of  any  previous  year  since  1874,  except  those  of  1892  and 
1893.  The  birth-rate  of  tJie  twenty-year  period  1876-95  was  25.8fi. 
The  following  tahle  expresses  the  seasonal  Inrth-mte  for  1897  and 
for  tlie  period  1876-9.^  :  — 
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The  order  of  intensity  was  as  follows,  beginning  with  the  month 
having  the  highest  daily  birth-rate :  August,  September,  March, 
July,  October,  January,  February,  November,  December,  April, 
June,  May,  This  corresponds  fairly  with  the  normal  means  for  the 
period  1876-95,  in  which  the  months  having  the  highest  daily  birth- 
rates were  August  and  September,  and  the  lowest  in  May.  For 
the  past  forty  years  the  last  half  of  each  year  has  usually  had  a 
higher  birth-rate  than  the  first  half,  but  the  difference  which  existetl 
at  the  early  part  of  the  period  has  gi'adually  been  growing  less. 

Still-hirthx.  —  The  number  of  still-births  registered  was  2,652, 
of  which  number  1,G36  were  males,  1,006  were  females,  and  the 
sex  of  11  was  not  stated.  The  ratio  of  males  to  females  was  «s 
1,628  to  1,000.  The  total  numlwr  of  births  living  and  dead  was 
75,857. 

Sexes.  —  Of  the  total  number  of  living  births,  37,689  were  males 
and  35,489  were  females,  being  in  the  ratio  of  1,062  males  to  each 
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1,000  females.     In  this  estimate  27  births  are  excluded,  the  sex  of 
which  was  not  stated. 

The  hirths  for  the  period  1876-95  indicated  a  ratio  of  10.53 
males  to  1,000  females. 

Deaths. 

The  registered  deaths  in  1897  were  47,419  and  the  death-rate 
was  18.15.  This  was  lower  than  that  of  any  year  since  1879,  and, 
with  the  exception  of  1878  and  1879,  the  lowest  since  1867. 

Sex.  —  Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths,  excluding  the  still-born, 
24,004  were  males  and  23,415  were  females.  The  death-rate  of 
males  was  18.91  per  1,000  and  that  of  females  17.39  upon  the 
assumed  population  as  stated  on  page  799. 

Ages,  —  The  most  important  factor  in  the  general  death-rate  is 
the  death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year,  which  is  usually  expressed 
as  a  ratio  per  1,000  births,  since  the  census  enumeration  at  the 
early  years  of  life  is  unreliable.  The  numbers  dying  at  this  period 
are  high  both  absolutely  and  relatively,  while  those  who  die  at 
extreme  old  age  are  only  relatively  high  in  number.  For  more 
accurate  information  on  this  subject  the  life  tables  following  this 
summary  may  be  consulted. 

The  deaths  under  one  year  in  1897  were  10,751,  which  was 
equivalent  to  a  death-rate  of  146.9  per  1,000  births.  The  deaths  at 
the  next  ages  of  life  were  as  follows :  second  year,  2,257 ;  third 
year,  1,058;  fourth,  744;  fifth,  493;  and  for  the  two  five-year 
periods  5-10  and  10-15,  1,287  and  682.  For  the  death-rates  at 
these  and  later  ages  see  life  tabic. 

Infant  Mortality, 

In  the  twenty-eighth  annual  report  of  the  Board,  page  753,  a  table 
is  presented,  giving  the  statistics  relative  to  infant  mortality  in  each 
of  the  32  cities  of  the  State  for  the  ten  years  1881-90. 

In  the  following  table  the  figures  are  presented  for  the  next  seven 
years,  1891-97,  with  two  parallel  columns,  by  means  of  which  the 
rank  of  each  city  may  be  compared  for  the  two  periods. 

In  these  two  last  columns  the  infant  mortality  of  the  State  is  taken 
as  a  standard  of  comparison,  or  mean  of  the  whole  period,  the  figure 
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100  representing  the  mean.  The  results  may  be  i-ead  as  follows: 
for  every  100  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old  which  occurred 
in  the  State  during  the  seven  years  1891-97,  there  were  165  in  Fall 
River,  107  in  Boston,  71  in  Beverly,  etc. 

Comparing  tlieso  columns,  there  appears  to  have  been  a  diminished 
infantile  death-rate  in  the  latter  period  in  the  following  cities  :  Bos- 
ton, Lawrence,  8alem,  Holyoke,  Cambridge,  (Chelsea,  Springfield, 
Haverhill,  Marlborough,  Pittsfield,  "Worcester,  Somerville,  Brock- 
ton, Medford,  Maiden,  Waltham  and  Beverly,  and  in  the  remaining 
cities  it  was  increased. 

The  death-rate  of  the  whole  urban  group  was  also  diminished  from 
174.9  per  1,000  births  in  the  entire  period  to  164.2  in  the  late 
period.  That  of  tlio  rural  group,  comprising  the  remainder  of  t^ 
State,  remained  practically  the  same  (129.5)  in  both  periods,  while 
tiiat  of  the  whole  State  diminished  from  160.4  per  1,000  birUts  to 
154.G. 

Infant  Mortality  of  Citieg.  1891-97. 
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Infant  Mortality  of  Ctiiet,  1891-97 —Coatilaaei. 


Bin— THi 

T.«=l-. 

C1T1I», 

Blitli.. 

Duiiu  n-i. 

UmiSlf. 

uwi-w. 

.»|.M. 

mcesier.  . 

4,654 

655 

140.7 

91 

86 

nn,    .        . 

11.473 

1,608 

140.2 

91 

88 

iburn. 

3,058 

425 

139.0 

90 

79 

chburg,    . 

6,2T3 

665 

137.9 

89 

84 

erelt. 

4,0&7 

552 

136.0 

88 

82 

irlbo  rough. 

S,968 

400 

135.2 

87 

96 

tsfield.      . 

3,766 

505 

134.1 

87 

90 

rthampton, 

2,711 

362 

133.5 

86 

86 

jraester,   . 

S0,65y 

2,738 

132.5 

86 

97 

mcrville,  . 

9,86G 

1,295 

131.3 

85 

96 

rlh  Adams, 

4,000 

COO 

130.4 

84 

72 

ockton,      . 

5,381 

687 

127.7 

83 

91 

wton, 

4,847 

600 

123.8 

80 

70 

linoy. 

4,681 

566 

118.6 

77 

77 

!lrose.* 

1,854 

217 

117.0 

76 

- 

;dfor(l,      . 

2.530 

291 

116.0 

74 

81 

ilden, 

6,667 

650 

114.7 

74 

83 

vlthain,     . 

8,786 

424 

112.0 

72 

82 

verly. 

1.733 

191 

110.2 

71 

74 

Urban,  . 

311.039 

66,493 

164.2 

lOS 

109 

Rural,    . 

132,119 

17,113 

129.6 

S4 

80 

The  State. 

47t;,158 

73,606 

154.6 

!00 

100 

From  an  examination  of  the  statistics  of  other  towns  having  over 
)00  inhabitants  in  each,  it  appears  that  the  town  of  Framinghom 


STATE   BOARD   OF    HEALTH.  [Pub.  Doc 

had  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  (95.9)  for  the  aeven  years,  while 
Bockport  bad  the  highest  (203.3  per  1,000  birtha).  Further  ex- 
amination of  the  record  »hows  that  this  high  infantile  mortality  in 
Rockport  occurred  mainly  among  infants  whose  parents  were  natives 
of  Finland,  who  were  employed  upon  the  granite  quarries  in  Rocli- 
port. 

The  following  table  presents  the  in&ntile  mortality  of  the  towns 
having  over  5,000  inhabitants  in  each  (not  cities),  arranged  with 
tixMO  bavrng  the  highest  iu&ntile  death-rates  at  the  top  of  the  UiL 

Irffimt  Xortaias  of  Toume  having  more  Oan  S,000  ItAabOanU  In  KaOt  (alt 
Cities).  1891-g7. 

[Dtaabt  (0-1}  per  1,000  blntu.] 
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ii.i 

T)ie  total  living  births  which  furnished  the  infantile  mortality 
represented   in   these   two  periods    (shown   in    the    twenty-eightb 
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mnual  report  and  in  the  present  report)  were  nearly  1,000,000 
(985,445),  and  the  deaths  under  one  year  were  155,277. 

Seasons  of  the  Year,  — The  seasonal  intensity  of  the  death-rate  is 
expressed  in  the  following  table.  The  standard  employed  for  com- 
parison is  100  deaths  per  day  throughout  the  year.  The  actual 
number  of  daily  deaths  in  1897  was  129.9. 

Deaths  by  Months,  Quarters  and  Half-years  (1897  and  1876^95), 


HOHTHS. 

Deaths. 

1897. 

Monthly  Ratio  rbdccbd  to  a 
Stahdako  or  100  Obaths  pbr  Day. 

SOTean  — 

Months. 

Qaarters. 

Half-years. 

1876-95. 

Janoary 

Pebmary, 

ICarch 

/kpril,        .... 

Wtay 

June,         .... 

Inly, 

A.Qg1Mt,     .... 
September, 

October,    .... 

BTorember, 

December, 

4,051 
3,020 
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4,057 
3,805 
3,201 

4,264 
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3,806 
8,475 
3,486 

100.6 
108.0 
120.2 

104.1 
04.4 
84.4 

105.6 
118.4 
101.8 

04.5 
80.1 
86.6 

1     108.7 

1       04.8 

107.0 

1      00.1 

1 

>•     101.5 

J 

1 

V      08.5 

105.0 
100.0 
102.8 

102.1 
03.0 
83.5 

100.8 
120.0 
104.5 

03.1 
88.0 
06.6 

Totale, 
Means, 

47,410 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

By  this  table  it  appears  that  the  greatest  intensity  of  the  seasonal 
death-rate  was  in  March  and  in  August  and  the  least  was  in  May 
and  June,  in  1897,  while  the  highest  in  the  twenty-year  period 
(1876—95)  was  in  July  and  August  and  the  lowest  was  in  June  and 
November. 

Causes  of  Death. 

In  the  following  table  are  presented  the  ten  most  destructive 
causes  and  groups  of  causes  of  death  in  Massachusetts  for  the  ten- 
year  period,  1888-97,  arranged  in  the  order  of  their  intensity. 
From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  relative  intensity  of  consump- 
tion, brain  diseases,  pneumonia,  heart  diseases  and  cholera  infantum 
continued  very  much  in  the  same  order  throughout  the  period. 
The  only  change  in  the  table,  as  compared  with  that  of  1896,  is  in 
the  last  two  causes,  diphtheria  and  croup  having  taken  the  tenth 
place  in  the  list,  instead  of  the  ninth.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
from  these  causes  was  29,875,  as  compared  with  31,146  in  1896,  a 
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difference  of  1,271  in  faror  of  1897.  The  deaths  ^m  consomp- 
tioD,  brsin  diseases,  heart  diseases,  cholera  infantum,  cancer,  old 
^e  and  diphtheria  were  less  than  those  of  1896,  while  those  from 
pneumonia,  kidney  diseases  and  bronchitis  were  more  than  those 
of  1896  from  the  same  causes. 

In  the  tables  on  pages  807-809  are  presented  the  deaths  and  death- 
rates  from  fifteen  causes  of  death  for  tlie  twenty  years  1878-97. 
These  include  the  principal  infectious  diseases,  together  with  cer- 
tain other  destructire  causes  and  groups  of  causes. 

The  columns  contain  the  absolute  numbers  in  each  case,  together 
with  the  deatb-rate  per  10,000  of  the  living  population  and  the  per- 
centage of  the  total  mortality. 

From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  death-rate  from  small-pox, 
measles,  scarlet  ferer,  diphtheria,  typhoid  ferer,  cholera  infantum, 
child-birth,  consumption,  dysentery  and  whooping-cough  in  1897 
was  less  than  the  mean  of  the  twenty-year  period  1878—97,  while 
that  of  pneumonia,  cancer,  heart  diseases,  kidney  diseases  and  brun 
diseases  was  greater  than  the  twenty-year  mean. 


MoTtalUy  from  3Vn  PromMKnt  Cau»t»,  1888-97. 
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A  Mamaohdsbttb  Lifb  Table  fob   thb  Five  Tbabs  1893-97. 

The  osefolneBs  of  life  tables  is  not  oonfiDed  to  the  vork  of  life 
inaanuice.  A  life  table  also  serres  as  an  index  of  the  sanitaiy  ooa- 
ditaon  of  the  oommunity  oat  of  whose  data  it  is  oonstmcted. 

Life  tables  differ  for  the  same  group  of  popololaon  from  year  to 
year,  and  they  also  differ  when  caloolated  from  tiie  atatiBfics  c^ 
different  portions  of  a  group  of  inhabitants,  as,  for  example,  Qu 
city  of  Boston,  compared  witb  any  of  the  outlying  districts  beyond 
its  borders. 

The  work  of  constructing  a  life  table  for  any  American  State  or 
city  is  necessarily  less  satisfiwjtory  in  its  results  thui  the  work  d 
making  a  similar  table  for  any  of  the  ciTitized  nations  or  oom- 
munities  of  Europe,  since  most  foreign  populations  are  much  more 
stationary  than  our  own. 

The  English  life  tables,  compiled  by  Dr.  Farr,  which  have  proved 
nnirersally  usefhl  as  standards  of  good  work  in  this  direction,  were 
usually  calculated  from  the  living  population  at  two  snoceesive 
census  enumerations  and  from  the  deaths  oocnrring  in  the  interven- 
ing period.  The  &ctor  of  migration,  however,  in  an  American 
State  affects  the  accui-acy  of  such  a  calculation ;  hence  a  somewhat 
different  method  has  been  employed  in  constructing  the  following 
table,  and  a  shorter  period  of  five  years  has  been  selected.  Massa- 
chusetts has  an  advantage  not  enjoyed  by  many  communities  in 
having  an  intervening  State  census  five  years  after  the  national 
census,  and  this  advantage  is  especially  useful  in  any  State  whose 
population  is  far  from  stationary. 

The  materiak  selected  as  the  basis  of  the  following  table  are  the' 
census  of  1895,  and  the  deaths,  numbering  240,215,  which  were 
registered  in  the  State  in  the  five  years  1893,  189i,  1895,  1896  and 
1897.  The  mid-year  of  this  period  (1895)  was  the  census  year, 
and  the  census  was  taken  very  near  the  middle  of  that  year  (in  the 
months  of  May  and  June).  The  mean  annual  number  of  deaths  at 
each  age  is  compared  with  the  population  maintained  at  such  age. 

The  litnitations  which  affect  the  accuracy  of  a  life  table  for  Massa* 
chusetts  are  the  following :  — 

1 .  77te  BffeH  of  Migration.  —  The  natural  increase  of  the  popu- 
lation, or  that  which  results  from  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths, 
has  for  many  years  constituted  only  a  portion  of  the  total  increase 
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from  year  to  year.  The  census  enumemtions  of  1890  and  1895 
showed  an  increase  of  261,240,  of  which  number  the  excess  of  births 
formed  only  36  per  cent.,  the  balance,  64  per  cent.,  being  the  differ- 
ence between  the  numbers  of  immigrants  and  emigrants ;  or,  in 
other  words,  the  effect  of  migration  exceeded  that  of  natural  in- 
crease in  the  ratio  of  nearly  2  to  1. 

Moreover,  the  increment  by  means  of  immigration  is  not  uniform 
at  the  different  age  periods,  fully  one-half  of  the  immigrants  being 
between  fifteen  and  thirty  years  of  age,  while  the  numbers  at  the 
extremes  of  life  are  comparatively  small. 

The  following  table  presents  the  classified  material  out  of  which 
the  life  table  is  constructed :  — 

Population  of  MassachuseUs,  1895,  and  Deaths,  1893-97. 


Agk  Pbxiods. 


Population,  1S95. 


Total. 


Males. 


Females. 


0-6, 

6-10,  . 
10-16,  . 
16-20,  . 
90-S&,  . 
26-86,  . 
86-46,  . 
46-66,  . 
66-«6,  . 
65-75,  . 
76-86,  . 
86-05,  . 
Over  05,  . 
Age  unknown, 
ToUl,      . 


2S6,«47* 

224,110 

202,900 

225,881 

265,983 

455,943 

341,535 

245,586 

157,651 

90,088 

35,405 

6,123 

308 

8,014 


2.500.183 


118,453* 

112,296 

101,574 

110,565 

128,692 

227,630 

168,997 

118,417 

72,766 

41,040 

15,460 

2,180 

77 

1,554 


1,214,701 


117,194* 

111,823 

101,826 

115,316 

142,291 

238,313 

172,538 

127,169 

84,886 

49,048 

19,945 

3,943 

231 

1,460 


1,285,482 


Dkaths,  lSI>8-fr7. 


ToUI. 


Males. 


Females. 


78,779 

6,730 

8,460 

6,305 

9,982 

20,148 

18,832 

19,877 

22,834 

25,661 

20,547 

7,105 

559 

496 


240,215 


42,710 
8,345 
1,655 
2,899 
4,899 

10,108 
9,610 
9,895 

11,278 

12,604 

9,675 

2,718 

152 

378 


122,006 


36,069 

3,885 

1,805 

3,406 

5,083 

10,045 

9,222 

9,482 

11,056 

12,867 

10,872 

4,392 

407 

118 


118,209 


*  The  population  figures  In  this  line  (0-5)  were  not  used  in  the  construction  of  the  life  table,  but 
the  figures  employed  were  eatimated  from  the  registered  births  and  the  deaths  under  5  years  of  age. 

2.  Defects  of  the  Census.  —  Mr.  Henry  Gannett,  in  a  paper 
contributed  to  the  **  Publications  of  the  American  Statistical  Asso- 
ciation" (Vol.  IV.,  p.  99),  estimates  a  **  shortage  in  the  census  of 
1890  of  negro  children  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  million,"  and  of  the 
native  white  children  *' about  the  same.'*  If  this  be  correct,  the 
entire  shortage  or  deficiency  in  the  total  population,  including  that 
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Uong  foreign  whites,  must  leave  at  least  a  ntillioD  unaccounted  for 
_jj^.  Ill  the  United  States. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  iaat  two  census  enumerationB  of 
Mussuchusetts  (those  of  1890  and  lS9o)  shows  that  Mr.  Gannett'a 
estimate  is  probably  none  too  large.' 

It  is  possible  to  supply  the  actual  deficiency  for  the  first  four  or 
five  years  of  life,  with  some  degree  of  accui'acy,  from  the  registered 
birthft ;  but  beyond  this  period  of  life  it  is  hardly  practicxble  to  mske 

t  estimates  which  are  of  greater  value  than  mere  conjectures. 
3.  The  Practice  of  incoirecCly  reporting  the  Ages  of  the  Livi^ 
ignd  the  Dead.  —  This  error  ia  of  two  kinds :  {a)  It  invariably  h^ 
nens  that  greater  numbers  of  persons  are  reported  at  the  even  agss, 
io,  30,  40,  etc.  (both  of  the  living  and  the, dead),  than  at  19,  21, 
fd,  ^1,  etc.,  in  consequence  of  the  common  habit  of  osiog  round 
numbers  instead  of  giving  the  more  accurate  ages.  This  is  in  t 
measure  eliminated  by  employing  the  periods  used  in  England,  25- 
35,  35-45,  etc.,  instead  of  2(>-30,  30-40.  (6)  The  habit,  especially 
noted  among  unmarried  females,  of  understating  the  ages  of  dta 
living.  This  appears  to  a  greater  or  less  degree  to  be  a  comiDOB  ' 
^^^  practice  in  all  counti'tes  where  ccijsus  enumcmtions  are  luade- 

4.  Defects  in  Birth  and  Death  Begislration.  — These  defects,  ao 
&T  as  Massachusetts  is  concerned,  are  probably  insigoificant,  and  in 
this  respect  the  material  collected  by  the  registration  officers  of 
cities  and  towns  compares  favorably  in  its  accuracy  with  that  of 
foreign  nations  and  communities  having  established  systems  of  r^s- 
tration.  Great  pains  are  taken  in  most  of  the  municipalities  to 
obtain  accurate  and  full  returns,  since  a  pro  rata  fee  is  allowed  to 
the  local  officers  for  them ;  moreover,  the  certifiers  of  births  and 
deaths  (physicians,  midwives  and  undertakers)  are  compelled,  under 
penalty,  to  comply  with  th^  statutes  requiring  such  returns. 

There  is  also  a  comparatively  umall  number  of  persons  included 
in  the  census  whose  sex  and  ages  are  unknown,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  the  registered  deaths,  the  latter  being  probably  mostly 
deaths  of  prematurely  born  infants,  and  a  small  number  of  bodies 
of  unknown  persons  found  dead. 

Certain  comments  and  explanatory  statements  are  necessary  in 
relation  to  the  construction  of  the  following  tables. 
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The  figures  for  the  first  five  years  of  life  have  been  compiled  from 
the  births,  and  from  the  deaths  which  occurred  among  children  under 
five  years  of  age.  The  census  figures  for  these  five  years  were  dis- 
regardedy  for  the  reasons  already  stated  in  former  reports,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  common  usage  in  other  countries.* 

Dr.  Farr  says,  in  regard  to  this  subject:  **  We  can  scarcely  feel 
surprised  to  find,  in  the  various  censuses  of  Europe,  errors  in  the 
statements  of  age,  traceable  to  ambiguities  of  language.  In  the 
early  years  of  life  these  mistakes  demand  attention,  otherwise  they 
may  lead  us  into  such  grave  mistakes  as  we  have  to  notice."  These 
well-known  defects  may  be  corrected  without  serious  difiiculty  for 
the  first  years  of  life. 

An  exact  and  accurate  life  table  of  any  population  or  community 
can  be  made  only  by  taking  a  definite  number  of  persons,  say 
100,000  or  1,000,000  at  birth,  and  following  their  life  history, 
Dotiog  the  age  of  each  person  at  death,  until  the  entire  number 
has  ceased  to  live.  Such  a  process  is  impossible,  especially  in  an 
American  community,  subject,  as  it  is,  to  the  variable  efiTect  of 
migration. 

In  view  of  this  manifest  impossibility,  it  is  therefore  necessary  to 
construct  an  approximate  table  from  such  data  as  are  accessible, 
bearing  in  mind  the  limitations,  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
and  making  such  corrections  of  errors  as  are  customary  in  the  con- 
struction of  similar  life  tables  for  other  communities.  Starting  with 
a  hypothetical  1,000,000  or  100,000  births,  this  generation  of  per- 
sons of  both  sexes  may  be  followed,  with  a  reasonable  degree  of 
accuracy,  to  the  extinction  of  the  last  survivor,  at  the  age  of  one 
hundred  or  more,  by  the  application  of  the  rules  which  it  is  custom- 
ary to  employ.  In  the  case  of  Massachusetts  we  have  selected  the 
number  100,000  as  the  basis  of  the  table,  since  this  is  the  largest 
round  number  near  the  exact  number  of  annual  births  in  the  State. 
The  sexes  at  the  time  of  birth  are  unequally  distributed,  the  males 
being  in  the  ratio  of  51.350  and  the  females  48.650  out  of  each 
100,000  born  during  the  period  selected  for  the  construction  of  the 
table.  These  numbers  are  therefore  taken  as  the  numbers  at  birth 
of  the  two  sexes,  out  of  the  hypothetical  100,000  born. 

In  order  to  eliminate  the  effects  of  epidemic  years  or  of  abnormal 
conditions  existing  in  the  census  year  1895,  the  mean  annual  deaths 

*  IWenty-sixth  Annual  Report  Massachusetts  Board  of  Health,  page  liv ;  also  Dr.  Fan's 
Vital  Statistics,  Memorial  volume,  page  207. 
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of  the  five  years  1893-97  are  employed  to  obtain  the  death-rates  at 
each  year  of  life.  In  the  English  life  tables  it  has  been  customary 
to  estimate  the  population  at  the  middle  of  a  given  year  for  life-table 
purposes,  the  census  being  taken  on  the  first  of  April.  The  State 
census  of  Massachusetts  being  taken  at  a  time  quite  near  the  middle 
of  the  year,  no  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  few  days  elapsing 
between  the  time  of  such  taking  and  the  mid-year,  since  such  allow- 
ance would  at  most  only  affect  the  second  place  of  decimals  in  a 
death-rate  expressed  as  a  ratio  per  1,000  living  of  a  given  age. 
Moreover,  the  population  enumerated  in  May,  near  the  middle  of  a 
five-year  period,  differs  much  less  from  the  actual  mean  than  that 
which  is  taken  near  the  middle  of  a  ten-year  period,  as  compared 
with  a  mean  of  the  two  extremes  of  such  period. 

Dr.  Billings  says,  in  his  introductory  remarks  in  the  twelfth 
volume  of  the  tenth  census,  1880  (page  cxliii)  :  **The  preparation 
for  any  given  locality,  race  or  occupation,  in  this  country^  of  a  life 
table  which  shall  accurately  represent  the  tendency  to  death  or  the 
probability  of  survival  at  each  age,  is  practically  impossible,  because 
of  the  want  of  accuracy  in  the  necessary  data,  and  because  of  the 
irregular  migrations  of  the  population.  It  should  be  clearly  under- 
stood that  all  tables  of  vital  statistics,  including  data  derived  from 
large  numbers  of  people,  even  when  these  are  obtained  by  the  most 
accurate  census  possible,  and  by  the  most  complete  system  of  regis- 
tration which  can  be  enforced,  give  probabilities  only,  and  that 
scientific  accuracy  in  this  field  is  practically  unattainable."  The 
foregoing  remarks  apply  with  less  force  to  Massachusetts  than  to 
the  United  States  as  a  whole,  since  our  own  State  has  had  a  system 
of  registration  in  existence  since  1842,  the  results  of  which  may 
now  he  considered  as  fairly  accurate.  Dr.  Billings  therefore  pul)- 
lishes  an  approximate  life  table  in  the  volume  referred  to  for  Massa- 
chusetts and  for  certain  other  communities,  from  such  dai*:a  as  were 
obtainable  for  the  census  year  1880. 

In  the  life  table  on  pages  822-826  pains  have  been  ftaken  to 
make  it  as  accurate  as  possible  from  the  data  at  hand.  The  compiler 
is  entirely  responsible  for  whatever  errors  or  inaccuracies  it  may 
contain.  i 

One  hundred  thousand  infants,  followed  throughout  the\r  first 
year  during  the  period  named,  in  Massachusetts,  yield  90,25O\year9 
of  life.  To  obtain  this  mean  of  the  infants  living  throughout  the 
first  year,  the  following  method  was  employed  :  —  \ 


No.  34.] 


VITAL   STATISTICS. 


815 


All  of  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one  month  old  which  occurred 
in  the  years  1893-97  were  tabulated  from  the  mortality  returns  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  also  those  of  infants  who  died 
in  the  second  and  the  third  months  of  life  separately,  then  those  of 
infants  who  died  in  the  three  succeeding  months  of  life  (3-6)  in 
one  group,  and  then  those  who  died  in  the  succeeding  six  months 
in  another  group.  From  these  data,  and  from  the  births  registered 
in  the  five  years  ending  with  June  30,  1897,  the  6gures  for  the  first 
year  of  life  were  calculated  after  the  method  shown  by  Dr.  Farr  in 
his  life  table  No.  3,  page  xxiii. 

The  foregoing  mean,  90,250  (the  arithmetical  mean  of  the  series 

hy  hu^  '%2  •  •  •  0»  ^^  ^®®^  ^®  ^^^  first  term  of  column  P  (see  tables 
1  and  2).  All  of  the  succeeding  terms  in  the  column  for  the  years 
1,  2,  3,  4,  etc.,  are  the  means  of  the  terms  in  the  preceding  col- 
umn /^,  using  the  formula  P^  =  -^ — o^^ 

The  total  number  of  persons  living  under  five  years  of  age  in  the 
State  in  1895,  as  stated  by  the  census,  was  235,647  ;  but  the  number 
as  calculated  from  the  living  births  in  these  years  was  294,604,  or 
58,957  more  than  the  figures  of  the  census  would  indicate.  No 
allowance  is  made  in  this  estimate  for  migration,  which  would 
slightly  increase  the  diflFerence.  The  efiect  of  migration  at  this 
period  of  life,  however,  is  much  less  than  at  later  ages,  especially 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  years. 

Population  under  5  Years, 


Statk  Ckmbus  of 
1S9S. 

Calculated  flrom  the 

Births  and  Deaths 

under  5. 

Dlfferenoe. 

Males,  . 
Females, 

•  •        •        • 

•  •        •        • 

118,453 
117,194 

149,582 
145,022 

31,129 
27,828 

235,647 

294,604 

58,957 

Desa'iption  of  the  Tables. 

In  tables  1  and  2,  column  a:,  ages,  presents  the  ages  for  each  sex 
from  birth  up  to  100  years. 

Column  dg  presents  the  numbers  of  those  dying  in  each  age  of  life 
for  each  sex. 
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Column  l^  presents  the  survivors  of  each  sex,  out  of  100,000  of 
both  sexes,  at  each  age  of  life,  beginning  with  51,350  males  and 
48,650  females  at  birth. 

Column  Pp  presents  the  population  maintained  by  the  numbers  in 
column  Ig. 

Column  Qg  shows  the  aggregate  number  of  years  which  the  per- 
sons at  each  age  in  the  table  will  live,  until  their  extinction  by  death. 

Column  -E'^  /  zz-y^)  is  the  mean  future  life  time  of  the  persons 

living  at  each  age  in  the  table,  the  expectation  of  life. 

Column  TWj.  (Table  3),  the  mortality  column,  presents  the  mor- 
tality per  unit  of  the  population  at  each  age  of  life,  the  figures  being 
obtained  by  dividing  the  deaths  in  each  age  by  the  population  at 
such  ages,  the  proper  corrections  and  interpolations  having  been 
applied.     From  this  column  (nij^)  the  probability  of  living  at  each 

year  of  age  (jp^)  (Table  3)  is  obtained  by  the  formula  jp^^  =         ^^ 

applied  to  each  year  of  the  series. 

Column  ZjB  is  obtained  by  the  formula  l^.  Xi?x  =  4-i-i>  ^^^  column 

-Paj  is  obtained  by  the  formula  -*.lt_^±i. 

Wliat  may  be  learned  from  these  Tables. 

It  appears  that,  out  of  100,000  children  born  alive  in  Massachu- 
setts in  1895,  16,000,  or  nearly  one-sixth,  die  before  arriving  at  the 
age  of  one  year  ;  78,963,  or  nearly  four-fifths,  attain  the  age  of  three 
years  ;  77,051  survive  the  age  of  five  years,  or  77  per  cent.  ;  50,126, 
or  a  little  more  than  one-half,  attain  the  age  of  fifty-three  years ; 
25,406,  or  a  little  more  than  one-fourth,  live  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years. 

These  figures  present  very  decided  diflferences  as  compared  with 
those  which  were  published  for  1855  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Elliott  (sixteenth 
Massachusetts  Registration  Report,  1857).  In  those  reports  it  was 
shown  that  the  numbers  dying  before  the  close  of  the  first  year  out 
of  100,000  born  were  15,510,  or  very  nearly  the  same  as  those  for 
the  year  1895  for  the  same  age.  At  the  end  of  three  years  the  sur- 
vivors were  only  74  per  cent.,  instead  of  79  per  cent.,  as  in  1895, 
and  that  one-half  had  died  before  the  close  of  the  forty-first  year, 
instead  of  surviving  to  the  fifty-third,  as  in  1895. 

In  consequence  of  the  fact  that  the  numbers  of  each  sex  are  un- 
equal at  birth,  the  males  continue  in  greater  numbers  until  the  fifty- 
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third  year,  when  the  greater  death-rate  of  the  males  has  reduced 
their  number  below  that  of  the  females,  and  the  females  continue  in 
excess  throughout  the  remainder  of  life.  Observing  the  table  more 
closely^  it  appears  that  the  comparative  intensity  of  the  death-rate 
of  the  sexes  varies  at  different  points  in  the  table.  For  the  first  five 
years  the  death-rate  of  males  exceeds  that  of  females.  From  age 
five  to  age  nineteen  inclusive  the  rate  of  females  exceeds  that  of 
males,  and  from  age  twenty  to  the  end  of  life  the  death-rate  of 
females  is  less  than  that  of  males. 

In  Table  3  are  presented  two  columns  in  which  are  shown  the 
probability  of  living  one  year  from  each  age  and  the  mortality  per 
unit  of  the  population  at  each  year.  At  birth  the  probability  of 
living  a  year  is  for  males  .82569  and  for  females  .84939,  that  of  boys 
at  birth  being  about  the  same  as  for  men  of  eighty-six,  and  that  of 
girls  about  the  same  as  that  of  women  at  eighty-six  or  eighty- seven. 

The  probability  of  living  a  year  is  at  its  highest  point  for  boys 
at  age  twelve  (.99722),  and  for  girls  it  is  about  the  same  for  age 
eleven  as  at  age  twelve  (.99695  and  .99693). 

A  comparison  of  the  death-rates  of  Massachusetts  at  diffe^ient 
periods  presents  certain  points  worthy  of  notice. 

The  death-rate  of  children  under  five  and  especially  of  those  under 
one  year  of  age  has  not  undergone  very  marked  changes  (see  table)  ; 
but  that  of  all  ages  from  five  to  forty  has  very  perceptibly  dimin- 
ished, while  that  of  ages  above  forty  has  increased.  This  result  has 
been  produced  by  the  great  reduction  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
infectious  diseases,  including  consumption,  which  occur  in  the  early 
period  of  life,  from  two  years  up  to  thirty.  By  this  means  a  much 
larger  ratio  of  the  population  than  formerly  survives  to  live  through- 
out the  useful  and  wage-earning  period  of  life.  This  causes  a  ma- 
terial increase  in  the  number  of  years  lived  at  the  later  ages  of  life. 

These  persons  being  spared  from  the  diseases  incident  to  childhood, 
the  relative  mortality  from  the  diseases  of  adult  life  and  of  old  age 
18  naturally  increased. 

This  decided  increase  in  the  number  of  survivors  throughout  the 
nsefiil  ages  of  life  has  a  marked  effect  upon  the  vitality  of  the  popu- 
lation. It  is  undoubtedly  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  increased 
attention  which  has  everywhere  been  given  in  the  past  twenty- five 
years  to  public  hygiene. 

The  population  of  almost  any  one  of  the  United  States  differs 
essentially  from  the  more  stationary  populations  of  the  old  world  in 
the  fact  that  it  is  constantly  being  recruited  by  the  addition  of  con- 
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siderable  aumbers  of  immigrants  at  the  healthy  ages  of  life.  These 
additions  constitute  a  selected  class,  not  only  on  account  of  their  Bge 
distribution  (50  per  cent,  are  between  the  ages  of  fifteen  and  thirty), 
but  also  because  many  of  the  weaklings  must  be  left  behind,  in  con- 
Bequence  not  only  of  their  inability  to  become  wage-earDers  bat  on 
account  of  the  exclusive  action  of  the  immigration  lawa.* 

One  consequence  of  this  is  the  comparatively  large  number  of 
persons  at  the  later  ages  of  life,  an  effect  which  has  been  produced 
by  the  long  continuance  of  immigration. 

Data  for  CoNSTRncnoN  of  Uuobax  of  Sceyivoks. 
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The  preceding  table  and  diagram  present  the  numbers  of  surviyors 
at  each  of  several  age  periods  in  Sweden,  England,  Spain  and  Massa- 
chusetts (in  the  latter  for  the  year  1855  and  for  the  period  of  1893-97). 
Sweden  is  selected  as  a  country  having  a  very  low  death-rate,  and 
also  because  it  is  occasionally  selected  as  a  standard  of  a  healthy 
population.  Spain,  on  the  contrary,  has  a  high  death-rate,  chiefly 
due  to  excessive  mortality  in  the  early  years  of  life. 

In  consequence  of  the  close  contiguity  of  the  lines  in  the  first  five 
years  of  life,  the  figures  for  the  first  five  years  are  given  upon 
a  separate  diagram,  in  which  the  divisions  representing  the  age 
periods  are  increased  ten-fold. 

A  brief  review  of  the  life  tables  of  Massachusetts  shows  that  quite 
marked  changes  have  taken  place  from  year  to  year  in  the  life  his- 
tory of  the  population. 

The  earliest  life  table  in  existence  pertaining  to  the  population  of 
Massachusetts  is  that  of  Edward  Wigglesworth,  D.D.,  of  Harvard 
University,  made  from  records  of  bills  of  mortality  collected  prior  to 
1789.*  The  total  number  of  deaths  employed  in  the  construction 
of  this  table  was  4,893. 

Its  defects  consisted  mainly  in  the  limited  numbers  used  for  com- 
putation, in  the  crude  method  of  recording  the  ages  of  the  popula- 
tion by  the  first  census  (in  five  periods  only,  all  under  10,  10-16, 
16-26,  26-45,  and  all  over  45),  and  in  the  fact  that  the  table  was 
framed  on  the  assumption  of  a  stationary  population.  This  table  was 
for  many  years  an  authority  in  the  courts  of  the  Commonwealth. 

In  1855  a  table  for  Massachusetts  was  published  in  the  Sixteenth 
Registration  Report  (1857)  by  the  eminent  statistician,  Mr.  E.  B. 
Elliott.  This  table  is  calculated  from  16,086  deaths,  which  occurred 
in  166  towns  of  Massachusetts  in  the  year  1855. f 

In  the  tenth  census  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  12,  part  2,  pp.  773- 
791,  Dr.  Billings  publishes  approximate  life  tables  for  the  population 
of  Massachusetts  and  other  States,  and  for  certain  cities.  Those  of 
Massachusetts  are  for  the  white  population  of  the  State,  and  for  the 
census  year  1880,  comprising  31,341  deaths,  and  also  for  the  whole 
population  of  the  State  for  the  five  years  ended  June  30,  1882,  and 
comprising  171,639  deaths. 

*  Published  in  the  second  volume  of  the  **  Transactions  of  the  American  Academy,"  1793. 

t  The  calculation  was  limited  to  the  returns  of  these  166  town&,  since  the  system  of  registra- 
tion then  in  practice  in  the  State  was  not  believed  to  be  '*  sufficiently  complete  to  furnish  data 
for  a  life  table  for  the  whole  State."    These  166  towns  constituted  two-thirds  of  the  popnlation 

he  State  in  1855  (Sixteenth  Registration  Report,  Massachusetts,  page  199). 
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The  statement  of  Dr.  Josiah  Curtis  in  the  Sixteenth  Registration 
Beport  of  Massachusetts  (1857)*  as  to  the  value  of  life  tables  is 
worthy  of  note.  He  says :  **  There  are  weightier  reasons  for  desir- 
ing correct  information  concerning  the  comparative  mortality  of  our 
communities.  The  governing  powers  and  enlightened  statesmen  are 
enabled  better  to  discharge  their  high  and  responsible  duties  to  the 
people  by  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  physical  powers,  possessions 
and  resources  of  the  inhabitants.  .  •  .  The  Christian  philanthropist 
and  sanitarian  will  be  enabled  to  give  some  definiteness  and  efficiency 
to  their  labors,  by  a  correct  knowledge  of  where,  and  to  what  pur- 
pose, the  laws  which  prevail  over  life  and  death  teach  them  to  direct 
their  laudable  efforts.  The  question  here  forcibly  arises.  Have  the 
records  of  registration  in  Massachusetts,  or  in  any  considerable 
portion  thereof,  ever  been  sufficiently  complete  to  enable  any  one 
to  determine  with  reliable  accuracy  what  law  or  laws  do  prevail 
over  the  mortality  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State,  or  such  portions 
of  it?  We  consider  this  question,  and  its  answer,  taken  in  their 
broader  sense  and  application,  as  the  most  important  practical  con- 
sideration connected  with  our  system  of  registration,  and  it  affords 
extreme  gratification  to  be  able  to  give  an  affirmative  answer  to  the 
question.  Aside  from  its  intrinsic  value,  it  is  creditable  to  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  because  it  is  the  first  instance  where  such  data  have 
been  thus  furnished  and  thus  used  in  any  considerable  community  on 
this  continent.  The  great  practical  results  in  the  variety  of  their 
applications  of  such  laborious  deductions  will  furnish,  not  only  im- 
mediately, but  for  years  to  come,  the  government  and  intelligent 
statesmen  as  well  as  others,  with  the  means  of  determining  many 
social  and  political  questions  of  high  practical  value  hitherto  un- 
determinable." 

♦  Page  197. 
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MASSACHUSETTS   I.IFE  TABLE. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LIFE  TABLE. 

Based  on  the  Moktalitt  of  the  Five  Years,  1893-97. 
Table  No.  1.  —  McUes — Concladed. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LIFE  TABLE. 

Basbd  on  thb  MDHTALrrr  or  the  Fitb  Teabs,  1893-97. 

Table  No.  2.  —  Females. 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LIFE  TABLE. 

Based  on  the  Mortality  of  the  Five  Years,  1893-97. 
Table  No.  2,— -Females  —  Concluded. 
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12,977 
12,164 
11,330 

10,609 
9,697 
8,899 
8,120 
7.366 

6,638 
6,944 
6,286 
4,606 
4,086 

3.647 
3,060 
2,595 
2,181 
1.810 

1,479 

1,180 

938 

726 

648 

403 
289 
200 
184 
87 

68 


681.073 
664.978 
629,280 
604,011 
479,160 

464.768 
430,836 
407,889 
884.446 
802,022 

340,189 
318,817 
298.076 
277,980 
268,400 

289,606 
221,266 
203,702 
186,841 
170,709 

166,334 
140.741 
120,949 
118,972 
101.818 

90.488 
79.979 
70.282 
01.888 
68,263 

45,898 
89,200 
33.310 
28.031 
28,300 

19,281 
16,784 
12,684 
10,089 
7,908 

6.098 
4,619 
3,480 
2,498 
1,707 

1,819 
810 
687 
827 
198 

100 


22.10 
21.43 
20.77 
20.11 
19.40 

18.81 
18.18 
17.60 
10.96 
16.84 

16.74 
16.16 
14.68 
14.01 
13.46 

12.90 
12.30 
11.88 
11.82 
10.88 

10.30 
9.91 
9.48 
9.07 
8.07 

8.29 
7.92 
7.50 
7.22 
0.89 

0.66 
6.26 
6.04 
6.66 
6.36 

6.07 
4.79 
4.61 
4.38 
3.98 

8.78 
3.49 
3.25 
8.08 
2.81 

2.00 
2.41 
2.20 
2.08 
1.80 

1,68 
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MASSACHUSETTS  LIFE  TABLE. 

Based  on  the  Mortality  of  the  Five  Yeabs,  1893-97. 

Table  No.  3. 


AOB. 


X. 


I' 
I; 

11 
It 

18, 

iy, 
16, 

17, 
18, 
19, 

20, 
21, 
22. 
23, 
24, 

25, 
26, 
27, 
28, 

29, 

SO, 

31, 
32, 
33, 
34, 

35, 
36, 
37, 
38, 
39, 

40, 
41, 
42, 
43, 
44, 

45, 
46, 
47, 
48, 
49, 


m 


X. 


AMVUAL  MOKTAUTT 

PKB  CHIT  AT  Each 
Ykak  of  Aok. 


MaIch. 


Femalet. 


Pkobabilitt  of 

LfVINO  OVB  YbAB 

FBOM  Each  Aob. 


.19095 
.04313 
.02030 
.01411 
.01084 

.00816 
.00056 
.00530 
.00447 
.00336 

.00326 
.00292 
.00277 
.00297 
.00362 

.00428 
.00489 
.00530 
.00577 
.00621 

.00667 
.00710 
.00752 
.0079*2 
.008-24 

.00851 
.00873 
.0OS92 
.00912 
.000:^3 

.00950 
.0()9fi6 
.00978 
.00988 
.01001 

.01017 
.01037 
.01058 
.01079 
.01101 

.01123 
.01160 
.01180 
.01215 
.01255 

.01302 
.01359 
.01430 
.01513 
.01608 


I 


.16287 
.04087  !! 
.01933  i 
.01403 
.01004 

.00885 
.00663 
.00550 
.00456 
.00396 

.00349 
.00306  .. 
.00807 
.00336 
.00400 

.00473 
.00539 
.00573 
.00610 
.00647 

.00683 
.00716 
.00733 
.00756 
.00773 

.00791 
.00812 
.00831 
.00850 
.00870 

.00890 
.00910 
.00928 
.00949 
.00961 

.00984 
.01000 
.01023 
.01044 
.01063 

.01083 
.01109 
.01128 
.01152 
.01176 

.01200 
.01255 
.01301 
.01367 
.01431 


.82560 
.95778 
.97990 
.98599 
.98922 

.99188 
.99347 
.99464 
.90556 
.99616 

.99675 
.99709 
.99722 
.99703 
.99640 

.99573 
.99611 
.99471 
.09425 
.99381 

.99335 
.99292 
.99251  . 
.99212 
.99179  ; 

.99153  ' 

.99131 

.99112 

.99092 

.99072 

.99054 
.99039 
.99020 
.99017 
.99004 

.98988 
.9S968 
.98948 
.98927 
.98905 

.98881 
.98857 
.98827 
.98792 
.98753 

.98706 
.98650 
.98581 
.98498 
.98404 


.84939 
.95995 
.98085 
.98607  " 
.99001 

.99168 
.99339 
.99452 
.99546 
.99606 

.99652 
.99605 
.99693 
.99665 
.99601 

.99528 
.99464 
.90429 
.99392 
.99356 

.99320 
.99286 
.99208 
.99249 
.99230 

.99212 
.99192 
.99170 
.99154 
.99134 

.99114 
.W»094 
.99077 
.99055 
.99043 

.99021 
.9{:K>05 
.98982 
.98962 
.98942 

.98923 
.98897 
.98878 
.98855 
.98831 

.98802 
.98753 
.98708 
.9864.< 
.98579 


Aob. 


X. 


50, 

•1 
52, 
53, 
54, 

55, 

56 

57, 

56, 

59, 

60, 

61 
62 
63 
64, 

65, 
66, 

67 

68, 

69, 

70, 
71, 
72, 
73, 
74, 

75, 
76. 
77, 
78, 
79, 

80, 

82, 
83, 
84, 

85, 
86, 
87, 
88, 
89, 

90, 
91, 
92, 
93, 
94, 

'  95, 
96, 
97, 
98, 
99, 

100, 


m 


X. 


Ahvual  Mobtautt 

PBB  miiT  AT  Each 

Ybab  OF  Aob. 


Males. 


Females. 


.01708 
.01808 
.01909 
.02028 
.02140 

.02268 
.02416 
.02583 
.02767 
.02968 

.08171 
.03866 
.03567 
.08786 
.04048 

.04331 
.04657 
.05015 
.05424 
.05859 

.06324 
.06793 
.07306 
.07833 
.08383 

.08977 
.09584 
.10249 
.10981 
.11736 

.12596 
.13496 
.14489 
.16582 
. 16739 


.18037 
.193.36 
.20752 
.22.392 
.24217 


: 


.26036 
.28106 
.30353 
.33143 
.35484 

.38596 
.42105 
.45206 
.61111 
.67692 

.64286 


JPx. 


Pbobabilitt  of 

LITIKtt  OXB  YlAB 

FBOM  Each  Aob. 


.01514 
.01606 
.01674 
.01750 
.01878 

.01989 
.02107 
.02231 
.02364 
.02513 

.02683 
.02835 
.08008 
.08200 
.08408 

.03646 
.08923 
.04241 
.04606 
.05015 

.05434 
.05866 
.06327 
.06788 
.07273 

.07784 
.08312 
.08877 
.09458 
.10075 

.10711 
.11406 
.12110 
.12862  1 
.13684  ' 

.14604 
.15607 
.16724 
.18019 
.19392 

.209(H) 
.22708 
.24733 
.26759 
.29197 

.32010 
.34602 
.38500 
.41045 
.45977 

.50943 


Hales.    I  Femakw. 

I 


.98807 
.08208 
.98109 
.97997 
.97888 

.97768 
.97613 
.97450 
.97280 
.97075 

.96878 
.96689 
.96505 
.96286 
.96032 

.95761 
.95449 
.95107 
.94719 
.94307 

.93860 
.934^0 
.92^^M 
.924  ♦•'2 
.91954 

.914'J9 

.9«,'^54 
.902M 
.8960-1 
.88015 

.881.V' 

S-O  r  - 
I  •.*'}  I 

.8«>4lKi 
.  85544 
.84564 

.83455. 

.82or..' 

.81Hr? 
.79863 
.7S3l"'y 

.76960 
.75357 

.71569 
.69863 

.67647 
.65218 
.6:il*28 
. 59292 
.55224 

.51351 


.98408 
.98417 
.98340 
.982M 
.98144 

.98031 
.97915 
.9779S 
.97664 
.97618 

.97353 
.97306 
.97037 
.96850 
.96649 

.96419 

.96152 
.96848 
.9xM98 
.95105 

.94710 
.V'43'.'l 

.9:450 

.i?2y>3 

•  V^C^'S 
.  '.''^  "l?^ 
.V'1--.»J 

,  ■.".U'.i-S 

.*y8.>4 

.^<>1 
.>T!.<l-i 

.vr.22 

.7:^''9 

.:  4.522 

.:j4'-' 

.cTTlS 
.  '■■6044 


..'-9:^?? 
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The  following  table  presents  the  mean  annual  death-rates  at  each 
of  thirteen  periods  or  groaps  of  years,  beginning  with  birth,  for  the 
five  years  (1893-97) .  To  these  are  added  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
the  death-rates  at  certain  other  groups  (1-4,  0-9,  etc.). 


Table  No.  4. 
Mean  Annual  Death-rates  at  Certain  Periods  of  Life. 


PBB80N8. 

Malbs. 

Females. 

Age  Pebiods. 

PEB80N8. 

Death-rate 
at  Each 
Period. 

Malbs. 

Females. 

AOB  PbBIODS. 

DMth-nte 
at  Each 
Period. 

Death-rate 
at  Each 
Period. 

Death-rate 
at  Each 
Period. 

Death-rate  Death-rate 
at  Each       at  Each 
Period.        Period. 

0-4.      ..       . 

M.28 

80.12 

52.22 

46^54,    .       .       . 

15.78 

18.87 

14.88 

M,      .        .       . 

6.75 

5.09 

6.82 

55-84,    . 

28.18 

80.42 

28.00 

10-14,      .       . 

8.35 

8.11 

8.40 

85-74,    . 

56.84 

59.87 

61.87 

16-M.      .       . 

5.48 

6.29 

5.88 

76-84,    .        .        . 

107.22 

118.20 

99.88 

90-14,      . 

7.40 

7.48 

7.88 

85-04,    .        .        . 

199.71 

228.50 

184.81 

2ft-84,      .       .       . 

9.08 

9.88 

8.78 

95+       .        .        . 

884.48 

429.20 

867.07 

8^-44,      .       .       . 

10.97 

11.19 

10.74 

Additional  Groups  or  Periods. 


1-4,      . 

21.86 

22.88 

21.83 

1-19,    . 

8.61 

8.62 

8.60 

O^P,       •         •         • 

81.93 

83.97 

29.83 

20-59,    . 

12.24 

12.78 

11.74 

1-9,      .       .       . 

18.10 

13.81 

13.89 

60  and  over, 

66.29 

69.50 

63.42 

0-14,      . 

22.73 

24.09 

21.85 
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HEALTH  OF  TOWNS. 


The  following  abstract  contains  extracts  from  such  annual  reports 

the  boards  of  health  of  the  cities  and  towns  as  have  been  received 

the  office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

A  comparison  of  these  reports  from  year  to  year  shows  marked 

provement  in  sanitary  administration,  especially  in  the  most  im- 

rtant  part  of  public  health  work,  —  the  management  and  control 

infectious  diseases.     As  a  general  rule  municipal  boards  of  health 

e  at  present  much  better  equipped  with  the  means  of  preventing 

e  spread  of  infectious  diseases  than  they  were  five  years  ago.    The 

rdinal  principle  of  isolation  is  taking  a  firmer  root,  and  several 

!;ies  have  erected  hospitals  for  the  isolation  of  persons  suffering 

ith  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  while  some  of  the  large  cities  pre- 

r  to  wait  until  a  severe  epidemic  drives  them  to  adopt  a  course 

iiich  should  have  been  adopted  long  ago  for  the  protection  of  the 

immunity. 

It  is  quite  probable  that  the  time  is  soon  coming  when  every  city 

id  town  having  over  10,000  inhabitants  will  find  it  necessary  to 

ive  an  isolation  hospital  as  an  essential  part  of  its  sanitary  equip- 

ent. 

Other  matters  of  importance  which  appear  prominently  in  the 

mual  reports  of  local  boards  are  the  inspection  of  milk,  animals 

id  provisions,  the  disposal  of  garbage  and  ashes,  the  continued  and 

creasing  use  of  antitoxin,  the  adoption  of  the  current  methods  of 

agnosis  in  diphtheria,  tuberculosis  and  other  diseases,  as  well  as 

*  improved  modes  of  disinfection. 

The  system  of  medical  inspection  of  schools  which  has  been  in- 

igurated  in  Boston,  and  is  there  giving  general  satisfaction,  has 

so  excited  a  lively  interest  in  other  cities  in  the  direction  of  simi- 

r  work. 

Adams. 

The  Board  examined  the  school  children  and  found  that  there  were 
.000  children  who  had  not  been  vaccinated. 
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Ab(E8BURT. 

The  health  of  the  community  has  been  exceedingly  good,  so  much  bo 
that  the  oldest  resident  physicians  do  not  remember  an  equally  healthy 
year.  There  have  been  no  epidemics,  but  a  very  few  contagious  diseases, 
and  no  case  of  scarlet  fever  or  diphtheria  since  July  2.  Whooping-cough 
has  been  quite  prevalent  during  the  autumn  and  early  winter. 

Arlington. 

Diphtheria  has  been  more  prevalent  than  in  1897,  the  number  of  cases 
having  been  18,  with  only  1  death.  Of  these  18  cases  7  were  under  one 
roof,  all  having  been  exposed  before  medical  attendance  was  sought. 
Antitoxin  was  used  in  each  case  of  diphtheria,  and  to  that  remedy  is 
ascribed  the  very  low  death-rate. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  21  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  Several  of 
these  patients  evidently  brought  the  disease  to  their  homes,  having  con- 
tracted it  elsewhere.  From  1  of  these  cases  it  is  probable  that  3  other 
cases  of  the  above-mentioned  18  originated  through  the  unsanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  house  in  which  all  lived. 

Barre. 

With  a  view  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  what  are  deemed  by  many  to 
be  minor  contagious  or  infectious  diseases,  but  which  medical  authorities 
unite  in  considering  dangerous,  the  board  decided  it  advisable  to  avail 
itself  of  the  authority  conveyed  in  chapter  80,  section  18,  of  the  Public 
Statutes,  and  added  the  following  to  the  rules  and  regulations  promul- 
gated by  previous  boards  :  — 

No  child  affected  with  whooping-cough,  mumps  or  German  measles  shall  attend 
any  public  or  private  school  in  this  town. 

No  pupil  who,  by  reason  of  the  foregoing  rule,  has  been  debarred  from  school 
attendance,  shall  be  readmitted  to  any  public  or  private  school  without  a  written 
permit  from  the  board  of  health. 

(Boston.*) 

Brockton. 

The  death-rate  for  the  year  is  12.28  per  1,000  inhabitants,  the  lowest 
rate  since  the  records  have  been  kept  in  this  office. 

The  following  table  shows  the  death-rate  for  the  past  ten  years  :  — 


1889, 

.   18.63 

1894, 

.   11.17 

1890, 

.   17.12 

1895, 

.   14.66 

1891, 

.   15.73 

1896, 

.   18.11 

1892, 

.   18.05 

1897, 

13.19 

1893, 

.   15.80 

1898, 

.   12.28 

*  The  report  of  tbe  Board  of  Health  was  Dot  received  at  the  date  of  publiahiog  thts  report. 
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The  board  woald  respectfally  recommend  school  inspection.  The  im- 
portance and  valae  of  this  method  of  inspection  in  preventing  the  spread 
of  contagious  disease  of  all  kinds  has  been  demonstrated  so  satisfactorily 
by  the  experience  of  other  cities  that  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  re^com- 
mend  that  it  be  instituted  here. 

Brookline. 

Neither  scarlet  fever  nor  diphtheria  has  been  epidemic  the  past  year, 
and  it  was  therefore  not  found  necessary  to  make  daily  medical  inspections 
of  the  schools. 

The  unusually  large  number  of  deaths  from  whooping-cough,  11,  shows 
it  is  not  always  the  trivial  ailment  some  persons  seem  to  consider  it. 
Much  more  might  be  done  toward  preventing  its  spread  if  all  parents  of 
school  children  and  all  teachers  would  conscientiously  comply  with  the 
order  of  the  board  forbidding  school  attendance  by  children  having  whoop- 
ing-cough. 

The  bacteriological  test  for  making  an  early  and  accurate  diagnosis  in 
typhoid,  the  so-called  Widal  reaction,  was  made  use  of  in  many  cases  by 
the  physicians  of  the  town,  and  with  most  valuable  results.  Not  the  least 
advantage  from  this  test  is  the  detection  of  light  or  ^^  walking"  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  the  class  of  cases  most  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  because 
able  to  go  about  more  or  less,  sometimes  spreading  the  disease  by  engaging 
in  the  milk  business. 

The  free  bacteriological  examinations  provided  by  the  board  for  the  early 
diagnosis  of  diphtheria  and  consumption  have  been  even  more  extensively 
availed  of  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  with  great  benefit  to  both  patients 
and  their  families.  The  board  took  the  necessary  steps,  and  on  Feb.  1, 
1899,  had  its  laboratory  in  operation. 

To  facilitate  the  making  of  these  tests  by  physicians,  diphtheria  cult- 
ure outfits  and  sputum  bottles  will  be  constantly  kept  on  hand  at  the  drug 
stores. 

Early  in  the  summer  the  board  authorized  the  preparation  by  its  agent 
of  a  circular  of  general  rules  for  the  management  of  infants  during  the  hot 
season,  and  the  distribution  of  several  hundred  copies  of  it  by  the  police  in 
soch  parts  of  the  town  as  it  was  believed  would  benefit  most  by  them. 

Intermittent  fever  (malaria)  seems  to  have  been  considerably  less  preva- 
lent than  in  the  previous  few  years,  and  it  is  believed  this  may  be  attribu- 
ted, in  part,  to  the  draining  of  certain  districts. 

The  appreciation  of  the  value  as  a  health  measure  of  frequent  bathing 
continue?  to  be  shown  by  the  experience  at  our  public  bath-house,  where 
over  46,000  baths  were  taken  ihe  past  year,  a  good  increase  over  the  at- 
tendance of  the  previous  year. 
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The  diseaseB  discovered  in  tbe  scbools,  and  the  cases  of  each  diseue,  tie 
giv«a  below  :  — 


Chicken-pox, 
Oiphiherift,  . 
Measles, 
Mumps, 
Pedit-uloaJB, . 
Sokbies, 
Scarlet  fever. 


W  hoo  j)i  ng-cougli , 
Diseases  of  ear,  . 
Diseaaes  of  eye,  . 
Diseases  of  skia. 
All  other  diseases, 


Total, 


m 


During  the  year  5(iO  cultures  were  examined.  The  results  were  positivt 
in  157  instances  and  negative  in  403  instnucea.  The  cultures  were  Msm- 
ined  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosis  tu  34-'i  instaQCes,  and  for  the  purpose  oF 
determining  whether  or  not  the  proper  time  had  come  for  releasing  Um 
pstient  in  215  instances. 

Pursuant  to  section  3  of  "  An  Ordinance  regulating  the  Sale  and  De- 
livery of  Ice,"  we  have  cuuaed  an  investigation  of  various  bodies  of  w&tei 
within  the  State  to  be  made,  and  have  caused  analyses  to  be  made  of  the 
ice  derived  from  said  bodies  of  water.*  We  have  also  caused  analyses  of 
the  water  from  the  same  sources  to  be  made.  The  factor  of  prime  im- 
portance in  determining  the  wholesomeness  of  water  or  ice,  and  theii 
fitness  for  cousumptiou,  is  an  investigation  of  the  sources  of  supply  from 
which  the  water  or  ice  is  obtained,  and  the  liability  of  the  source  to  pollu- 
tion, especially  such  pollution  as  is  caused  by  the  excretions  of  hnmui 
beings.  In  comparison  with  such  an  investigation,  chemical  analyses  of 
the  water  or  ice  are  of  secondary  importance. 

The  reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever  show  a  decrease  of  109  from  those 
reported  in  1897. 

The  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  show  a  decrease  of  169  f  rom  tboee 
reported  in  1897. 

The  reported  cases  of  typhoid  fever  show  a  decrease  of  9  from  those 
reported  in  1897. 

The  reported  cases  of  measles  show  a  decrease  of  S57  from  those  reporteil 
in  1897. 

Cantok. 

During  the  past  year  more  than  ever  before  has  the  necessity  for  some 
adequate  system  of  drainage  in  the  central  partof  the  village  been  apparent 
to  the  board  of  health.  The  matter  of  a  sewerage  system  in  this  thickly 
settled  portion  of  the  town  is  one  which  cannot  much  longer  be  deferred, 
nor  can  its  importance  be  overestimated. 
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Chicopee. 

The  past  year  has  been  one  in  which  a  great  amount  of  work  has  been 
complished  towards  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city.  The 
most  completing  of  the  sewer  connections  with  residences  and  other 
lildings  is  that  in  which  the  city  should  rejoice. 
The  city  voted  to  have  the  garbage  collected  this  year.  The  first  year's 
al  has  demonstrated  to  us  that  it  is  the  only  way  to  thoroughly  get  rid  of 
is  menace  to  public  health. 

Concord. 

We  have  adopted  the  formaldehyde  gas  as  a  system  of  fumigation,  and 
kd  after  three  years'  trial  that  it  works  much  better  than  the  sulphur 
stem,  and  gives  far  less  annoyance  and  trouble  to  the  householder. 
We  are  sorry  to  note  that  malaria  has  obtained  a  foothold  iu  the  town, 
idoubtedly  owing  to  the  digging  up  of  the  streets  and  to  the  unusually 
»t  season  of  the  past  year. 

Dedham. 

During  the  past  year  the  complaints  in  regard  to  overflowing  cesspools 
ive  been  more  numerous  than  ever,  and  great  difficulty  has  been  experi- 
iced  in  some  oases  in  providing  some  method  of  disposal.  The  season  has 
»eD  unusually  wet  and  many  of  the  cesspools  have  been  overflowed  by 
ound  water.  At  best,  a  cesspool  is  an  unsanitary  afifair  and  the  board 
ill  welcome  some  relief  from  this  condition.  The  board  has  for  a  number  of 
»ars  called  attention  to  this  serious  condition  of  afifairs  and  repeatedly 
>inted  out  the  need  of  sewers.  They  feel  it  their  duty  to  again  bring  this 
atter  to  the  attention  of  the  town  and  to  urge  that  some  action  be  taken 
I  this  respect. 

Dracut. 

The  report  of  the  Dracut  board  of  health  contains  an  account  of  an 
pidemic  of  scarlet  fever  which  appears  to  have  had  its  origin  at  a  dairy 
irm  in  Dracut  and  was  followed  by  many  cases  in  Dracut  and  Lowell. 

The  epidemic  appears  to  have  been  promptly  suppressed  by  the  conjoint 
ction  of  the  boards  of  health  of  Lowell  and  Dracut. 

Ddxburt. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  has  been  very  much  improved  and  we 
ave  been  assisted  by  the  citizens  with  one  or  two  exceptions  in  our  efforts 
>  carry  out  the  requirements  of  the  regulations  issued  in  1897.  Removal 
f  garbage  has  been  attended  with  some  expense,  but  has  been  more  nearly 
elf-supporting  than  during  the  year  previous,  and  we  think  if  no  one  is 
Uowed  to  remove  garbage  except  persons  authorized  to  do  so  under  in- 
fraction of  the  board  of  health,  it  would  abate  many  nuisances  and  would 
e  of  no  expense  to  the  tax-payers. 
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Monidpal  deanliiiesfl  Bhoold  nude  as  one  of  the  f iMeiixMt  f eaturet  of 
mimicipal  goTernineiit.  The  infli^iiee  tiuil  deen  and  neafly  kq[»l  alreelii 
public  parks,,  school  baQdlngs  and  grounds  exert  iipcm  the  indivldaal  cillsai* 
ship  of  a  city  or  town  is  a  strong  ednoating  force  for  dean  Bomes  and  more 
neatly  kept  premises.  This  condition  tends  not  alone  to  a  greater  degree  of 
health,  bat  to  tiie  greater  prosperity  and  liappiness  oi  the  inhaMtanti. 

Connections  with  seweis  daring  the  past  year  iiave  been  indsted  opoo 
whenever  a  cesspool  has  once  overflowed  and  a  sewer  found  ayailable,  we 
having  in  several  cases  instituted  legal  pioceedii^  to  enforce  our  ordor, 
and  in  each  instance  the  owner  has  oom{died  with  tiie  Judgment  of  die 
court.  The  total  nomber  of  sewer  connections  ordered  made  during  tiie 
year  was  55. 

The  following  gives  the  death-rate  for  the  last  six  years,  tittt  of  189S 
being  the  lowest  ever  reached  in  the  dty :  — 


1898, 
1894, 
1895, 


DMtti-nte. 


16.50 
16.47 
14.86 


1896, 
1897, 
1898, 


15.46 
16.W 
14.44 


In  nearly  all  the  cases  of  diphtheria,  the  diagnosis  has  either  been  made 
or  verified  by  means  of  the  culture,  and  no  case  has  been  released  until  we 
have  first  obtained  one  negative  culture.  In  some  instances  this  enforces  a 
quarantine  of  six  or  eight  weeks,  which  seems  somewhat  of  a  hardship 
upon  the  family,  but  if  we  are  to  do  our  duty  in  protecting  the  public 
health,  with  the  present  knowledge  of  the  contagion,  we  can  see  no  way  of 
avoiding  such  hardship. 

Fall  River. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  in  the  abatement  or  correction  of  the 
numerous  nuisances  or  unsanitary  conditions  with  which  the  board  has  to 
deal  during  the  year,  the  number  of  second  notices  requiring  to  be  issued 
were  comparatively  few.  Only  in  a  solitary  case  was  it  found  necessary 
to  resort  to  prosecution  to  enforce  the  law,  and  this  case  was  disposed  of 
by  the  defendants  paying  the  costs  and  complying  with  the  original  order 
of  the  board. 

The  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  reported  for  the  year  was  63  and 
deaths  21,  as  against  154  cases  and  82  deaths  reported  in  1897,  but  of  ibif 
number  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  at  least  4  cases  from  which  1  death 
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resulted  were  brought  back  to  the  city  from  the  Uuited  States  army,  so 
that  the  actual  number  of  cases  properly  chargeable  to  the  city  would  be 
59,  and  20  deaths. 

The  Widal  test,  to  enable  physicians  to  confirm  their  diagnosis  in  doubt- 
ful cases  of  typhoid  fever,  which  has  been  provided  by  the  board  since  the 
autumn  of  1897,  has  been  very  generally  availed  of,  19  cultures  having 
been  taken  and  submitted  for  microscopic  examination  to  our  bacteriologist. 

From  records  kept  by  the  department  it  appears  that  28  of  the  cases  of 
diphtheria  were  treated  with  antitoxic  serum  while  27  were  not,  and  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  while  3  of  the  fatalities  occurred  amongst  the  latter, 
but  1  death  occurred  amongst  those  treated  with  antitoxin,  and  in  this  case 
the  treatment  was  not  commenced  for  twenty-four  hours  after  the  appear- 
ance of  the  disease.  We  think  this  record  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of 
the  efficacy  of  antitoxin  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  patients. 

The  extent  of  the  board's  official  action  in  regard  to  tuberculosis  or  con- 
sumption consists  in  the  enforcement  of  a  regulation  adopted  the  year 
previous  prohibiting  spitting  on  floors  of  halls,  public  buildings,  street  cars 
or  other  public  conveyances,  the  disinfection  of  rooms  or  tenements  which 
had  been  occupied  by  persons  suffering  from  the  disease,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  culture  bottles,  furnished  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  to  physi- 
cians who  desire  to  have  a  bacteriological  test  made  upon  any  case  of 
consumption  coming  within  their  notice  in  which  there  exists  any  room  for  a 
doubt.  Such  examinations  are  made  and  a  report  thereon  furnished  by  the 
State  Board,  free  of  expense,  direct  to  the  physician  furnishing  the  cultures. 
Thirty  cultures  have  been  taken  and  submitted  for  examination  during  the 
year. 

The  bacteriological  work  for  the  board  has  continued  to  be  performed  at 
tbe  emergency  hospital. 

The  board  renews  its  recommendation  and  request  for  a  contagious  hos- 
pital. We  have  no  guarantee  that  we  may  not  be  visited  by  an  epidemic 
calling  for  more  commodious  quarters,  perhaps  at  a  time  when  least  to  be 
expected,  and  we  believe  it  would  be  wise  on  the  part  of  the  government 
during  the  coming  year  to  acquire  a  piece  of  land  along  the  river  front  or 
some  suitable  location  upon  which  a  contagious  hospital  could  be  erected, 
or  upou  which  temporary  modern  buildings  could  be  hastily  erected  in  case 
of  a  visitation  of  small-pox.* 

The  most  fruitful  source  of  nuisance  which  the  board  ever  had  to  deal 
with,  viz.,  the  primitive  and  unsanitary  method  of  collecting  and  disposing 
of  garbage  and  house  waste  promiscuously  with  ashes  and  other  waste 
material  and  dumping  it  into  any  convenient  vacant  lot,  there  to  putrefy 

*  This  suggestion  of  the  local  board  of  health  appears  to  have  been  fally  verified  at  the  time 
of  pablication  of  this  report,  a  severe  epidemic  of  small-pox  having  visited  the  dty  in  May, 
1899,  at  a  time  when  no  measures  had  been  taken  to  secare  a  suitable  location  for  an  isolation 
hospital. 
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under  the  summer  sun  and  give  off  the  most  noxious  gases,  to  the  danger 
and  annoyance  of  the  public  in  general  and  the  residents  of  such  localities 
in  particular,  has,  we  are  pleased  to  report,  been  removed  by  arrange- 
ments made  by  the  board  of  health  for  the  separation,  collection,  removal 
and  disposal  of  all  garbage  and  kitchen  waste  in  a  sanitary  manner,  through 
an  appropriation  made  for  that  purpose.  The  system  went  into  operation 
with  the  beginning  of  last  May  upon  a  contract  made  for  one  year,  and  the 
success  which  has  attended  it  since  the  first  has  exceeded  our  most  sanguine 
expectations. 

In  accordance  with  the  Public  Statutes  of  the  Commonwealth  the  super- 
vision and  periodical  inspections  of  the  various  bakeries  in  the  city  have 
been  made  by  the  inspector  of  the  board,  who  has  seen  to  it  that  the  prem- 
ises in  all  cases  have  been  maintained  in  strict  acconlance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  law. 

In  order  to  guarantee  a  pure  supply  of  ice  and  place  its  responsibility 
therefor,  the  city  government  of  1898  enacted  an  ordinance  delegating  tbe 
control  of  its  sale  and  delivery  to  the  board  of  health.  Acting  upon  the 
authority  therein  conveyed  the  board  subsequently  adopted  a  regulation  to 
provide  against  the  sale  and  delivery  of  impure  ice,  a  proper  enforcement 
of  which  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  the  intended  results. 

Swine  are  prohibited  within  the  city  by  the  regulations  of  the  board 
under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars. 

Fitch  BURG. 

The  board  desires  to  renew  its  request  made  last  year  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  bacteriological  laboratory  and  contagious  disease  hospital  or 
hospital  ward,  and  earnestly  urges  an  appropriation  therefor.  Our  experi- 
ence this  year  has  more  than  ever  demonstrated  the  necessity  for  these 
institutions.  One  after  another  the  principal  cities  are  establishing  their 
own  laboratories,  thus  enabling  the  work  to  be  done  more  quickly  and 
conveniently. 

The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  city  should  own  its  own  oflPal  teams 
and  directly  control  the  collection  and  disposal  of  the  offal,  as  under  such 
a  system  the  collection  is  more  efficient  and  satisfactory  in  every  way. 

The  record  of  diphtheria  shows  no  fatal  cases  this  year,  which  very 
satisfactory  result  is  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the  prompt  use  of  antitoxin. 

The  transfer  of  the  control  of  milk  licenses  from  the  police  department 
to  the  board  of  health  has  brought  good  results,  as  expected,  and  as  shown 
by  the  report  of  the  milk  inspector. 

Gardner. 

The  attention  given  by  the  board  to  the  overflow  of  cesspools,  barns, 
water-closets,  etc.,  has  resulted  in  a  very  much  improved  condition  in  the 
sanitary  arrangement  in  our  town.     We  realize  the  benefit  of  this  improve- 
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ment  in  the  decreased  number  of  contagions  diseases.  There  is  one  point 
to  which  we  desire  to  call  attention  in  this  connection ;  that  is  the  improve- 
ment in  the  plumbing  of  buildings  from  what  was  the  practice  some  few 
years  ago. 

In  our  report  of  last  year  we  stated  that  we  looked  forward  to  this  year 
for  a  closer  supervision  of  the  milk  supply.  In  accordance  with  this  plan 
we  notified  the  milkmen  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  board  early  in  the  sea- 
son, which  resulted  in  a  very  satisfactory  understanding  of  the  require- 
ments for  the  better  protection  of  the  people  of  the  town.  The  result  of 
this  meeting  was  the  adoption  of  the  following  regulations :  — 

All  persons  wishing  to  sell  milk  in  the  town  of  Gardner  must  make  application 
to  the  milk  inspector  to  make  an  inspection  of  their  bams,  animals,  water  and  food 
supplies,  also  the  barns,  animals,  water  and  food  supplies  of  all  persons  from 
whom  they  may  obtain  milk,  their  equipments  for  collecting  and  distributing 
same,  and  obtain  from  the  inspector  a  license  to  vend  milk  in  the  town. 

There  shall  be  at  least  two  inspections  annuall}*,  and  shall  consist  in  examining 
into  the  ventilation  and  light  of  the  stables,  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  animals, 
condition  of  apparatus  for  collecting  and  distributing  milk,  situation  of  water  sup- 
ply, variety  and  quality  of  food,  cleanliness  of  attendants,  finding  specific  gravity 
of  milk  and  subjecting  it  to  the  Babcock  test. 

Any  change  in  source  of  milk  supply  must  be  reported  to  the  milk  inspector 
within  five  days. 

Bams  must  be  kept  clean  and  well  ventilated,  the  water  supply  pure  and  well 
situated,  food  of  good  quality ;  animals  must  be  kept  clean,  and  attendants  must 
observe  cleanliness  in  person. 

Wagons  and  cans  must  be  kept  clean,  and  vehicles  must  have  the  owner's 
name  and  license  number  painted  on  each  side. 

Should  the  milk  inspector  find  that  any  person  or  persons  had  failed  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  first  inspection,  such  person  or  persons  shall  pay  the 
expenses  of  each  inspection  after  the  first. 

Milk  tickets  must  not  be  used  twice. 

Milk  shall  be  strained  through  not  less  than  five  thicknesses  of  suitable  cloth 
or  its  equivalent. 

Venders  from  other  towns  shall  bear  the  expense  of  each  inspection,  besides 
paying  the  regular  license  fee. 

Great  Barrinoton. 

The  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  last  autumn  led  the  board  to  a  consid- 
eration of  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  cases  of  this  disease  could 
be  attributed  to  a  cause  arising  within  the  town.  No  such  cause  could  be 
discovered,  and  we  regard  it  as  a  fact  of  some  significance  that  all  of  the 
typhoid  fever  patients,  except  one,  had  resided  or  visited  in  other  towns 
shortly  before  the  commencement  of  their  illness. 
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Grekxfield. 

Our  death-rate  has  been  lower  this  vear  than  it  has  ever  been  before 
since  the  board  began  the  compilation  of  statistics,  viz.,  14.28  per  1,000 
of  population. 

Late  in  the  summer  the  attention  of  the  board  was  called  to  the  indis- 
criminate and  careless  collection  of  garbage,  and  upon  investigation  it 
seemed  to  the  board  that  the  collection  of  garbage  and  house  offal  should 
be  under  more  strict  supervision,  and  the  board  voted  that  hereafter  all 
persons  desiring  to  collect  garbage  must  first  apply  to  the  board  for  license 
to  do  so  and  must  collect  the  same  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  board  of  health. 

In  a  town  of  this  size  it  has  seemed  to  the  board  that  the  keeping  of 
swine  should  be  to  some  extent  prohibited  in  the  more  thickly  settled  por- 
tions of  the  town  and  notice  has  been  given  that  after  May  first  no  one 
will  be  allowed  to  keep  swine  unless  duly  licensed  to  do  so  by  the  board  of 
health,  and  only  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  board  may  deem  proper. 

The  town  has  been  more  free  from  contagious  diseases  this  year  than 
last,  the  number  being  41  this  year,  as  compared  with  78  last  year,  although 
not  having  dropped  to  the  figures  of  preceding  years,  19  in  1896  and  28  in 
1895.  There  have  been  3  deaths,  2  from  typhoid  fever  and  1  from  measles, 
one  of  those  from  typhoid  fever  being  a  member  of  the  2d  regiment,  M.  V.  M., 
and  contracting  the  disease  while  in  service.  Early  in  the  year  the  plan  of 
placarding  all  houses  in  wliich  there  existed  any  contagious  case  was  adopted, 
and  it  has  seemed  to  meet  with  universal  satisfaction. 

Recently  the  board  has  issued  an  order  requiring  in  future,  in  all  cases 
of  diphtheria,  before  quarantine  shall  be  raised  and  the  patient  be  allowed 
to  mingle  with  other  people  that  a  negative  culture  shall  be  taken  from  the 
throat,  showing  that  no  germs  of  the  disease  are  present. 

In  September  last  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported.  Upon  in- 
vestigation it  was  found  that  during  the  summer  two  children  in  one  family 
had  been  ill  for  a  few  days  only,  at  no  time  suflSciently  ill  to  necessitate 
the  calling  of  a  physician.  The  symptoms  of  these  illnesses  as  described 
later  by  the  parents  were  strongly  suspicious  of  scarlet  fever  and  recovery 
in  each  case  was  followed  by  desquamation.  These  children  upon  recovery 
from  the  acute  symptoms  were  allowed  to  mingle  with  other  children  and  in 
due  course  of  time  several  cases  were  reported  among  these  playmates. 

The  board  would  recommend  that  the  town  erect  in  some  suitable  place 
a  building  to  be  used  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  contagious  diseases. 
The  experience  of  last  spring  with  small-pox  should  prove  to  the  town  the 
value  of  such  a  building. 

Haverhill. 

In  July  all  the  bakeries  in  the  city  were  visited  by  the  agent,  and  a  de- 
tailed report  of  the  result  of  his  inspections  was  made  to  the  board  in 
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Augast.  The  condition  of  affairs  found  in  many  of  them  showed  that 
legislation  to  correct  the  evils  discovered  had  not  been  enacted  any  too 
soon.  Some  were  very  untidy  and  filthy,  and  looked  as  if  they  had  not 
been  cleaned  and  whitewashed  for  years,  and  to  make  the  changes  ordered 
in  some  of  them  involved  considerable  expense,  as  water-closets  had  to  be 
removed  from  the  bake  rooms,  or  the  location  of  the  bake  room  changed  so 
as  to  make  indirect  communication,  in  order  to  have  them  conform  to  the 
statute  relating  to  bakeries  and  persons  employed  therein.  In  August  a 
second  inspection  was  made,  the  result  of  which  showed  a  very  great  im- 
provement in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  bakeries  referred  to,  and  a 
prompt  and  willing  compliance  on  the  part  of  the  proprietors  to  comply 
with  the  law. 

There  were  5  prosecutions  in  the  police  court,  resulting  in  4  convictions, 
with  light  penalties  imposed,  and  1  discharged  for  lack  of  sufficient 
evidence.  This  was  the  case  of  a  physician  summoned  into  court  for 
neglecting  to  report  a  case  of  scarlet  fever.  The  law  requiring  physicians 
and  householders  to  report  cases  of  contagious  diseases  is  so  defective  and 
contains  so  many  loopholes  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  convictions 
in  the  local  court,  and  therefore,  the  time  spent  in  collecting  evidence  and 
in  attendance  at  court  is  simply  time  and  energy  wasted.  There  have  not 
been  many  prosecutions  in  this  city  under  this  statute,  but  what  few  there 
have  been  in  previous  years  have  in  every  instance  resulted  in  the  acquittal 
of  the  defendant.  The  evidence  upon  which  these  cases  have  been  taken 
into  court  has  seemed  clear  and  almost  conclusive,  but  when  presented  to 
the  court,  the  result,  as  we  have  said,  has  been  the  discharge  of  the 
defendant. 

The  number  of  cases  of  contagious  diseases  that  occurred  in  the  city  is 
approximately  correct,  with  the  exception  of  measles  and  whooping-cough. 
It  is  safe  to  state  that  not  more  than  one  quarter  of  these  diseases  have 
been  reported. 

HOLYOKE. 

Much  additional  work  has  devolved  upon  the  board  this  year  in  carrying 
out  the  requirements  of  the  new  Public  Statutes.  Many  petitions  and 
complaints  have  been  received  requiring  the  viewing  of  the  premises  in- 
volved. The  board  has  made  all  such  inspections  and  also  inspected 
localities  thought  to  be  in  an  unsanitary  or  unhealthful  condition. 

Such  yearly  inspections  of  bakeries  and  their  surroundings,  as  required 
by  law,  have  been  made,  and  the  board  can  report  a  much  improved  con- 
dition since  the  last  inspection. 

The  undertakers  have  been  licensed  this  year  according  to  the  State 
statutes  passed  in  May,  1897,  and  the  additional  control  thus  gained  has 
improved  the  working  of  this  branch  of  our  department. 

In  November  an  ordinance  was  enacted  designating  the  board  of  health  as 
the  body  to  issue  licenses  and  superintend  the  practicing  of  slaughtering. 
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Regalations  have  passed  the  board  insisting  that  all  engaged  in  this 
business  shall  fully  comply  with  the  law,  and  it  is  our  intention  that  none 
bat  inspected  meat  shall  be  sold  in  the  city. 

Inspection  has  been  made  of  the  fruit  stores  and  the  stock  of  produce 
dealers  in  the  city,  and  as  a  result  less  fruit  and  vegetables  unfit  for  sale 
are  presented  to  the  trade. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  of  this  board  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
basement  of  the  city  hall  has  been  much  improved. 

The  tramp  room  is  not  suited  to  its  present  use.  It  lacks  ventilation 
and  is  too  small  to  accommodate  all  the  tramps  who  apply  for  lodging. 
The  police  have  been  obliged  to  place  as  many  as  34  tramps  in  this  room 
at  one  time.  The  rules  of  the  board  are  as  follows  in  regard  to  rooms  used 
as  sleeping-rooms  :  — ^ 

■ 

Rule  27.  In  considering  the  number  of  occupants,  in  accordance  with  the  fore- 
going section,  this  board  will  consider  a  sleeping-room  to  be  overcrowded  unless 
there  should  be  at  least  four  hundred  (400)  cubic  feet  of  air  space  for  each  inhab- 
itant occupying  the  same. 

The  present  room  contains  about  2,200  cubic  feet  of  air  space,  which 
would  permit  of  its  use  by  no  more  than  6  persons.  The  board  would  re- 
quest that  some  other  place  be  provided  to  accommodate  these  tramps. 

Hudson. 

The  scarlet  fever  epidemic  that  began  in  December,  1896,  continued 
through  every  month  of  1897  and  to  April  21,  1898,  there  being  7G  cases 
reported  in  that  period,  and  but  3  deaths  from  it.  Two  of  the  deaths  came 
with  startling  suddenness  and  in  one  family,  causing  the  board  to  investi- 
gate exposed  cases,  and  bringing  to  the  attention  of  parents  cases  in  their 
families  hitherto  unsuspected.  A  circular,  containing  suggestions  for  pre- 
venting its  spread,  was  distributed  among  teachers  and  families,  and 
certain  families  quarantined,  when  the  disease  soon  ceased,  and  not  a  case 
has  been  reported  for  the  last  eight  months. 

Hyde  Park. 

The  remarkable  decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  diphtheria  from  27  per 
cent,  in  1896  to  11  per  cent,  in  1898  can  surely  be  credited  to  the  free  use 
of  antitoxin  and  thorough  and  systematic  disinfection.  The  disinfection 
and  fumigation  by  the  use  of  formaldehyde  gas  has  been  continued  with 
gratifying  results,  as  there  has  not  been  a  second  case  reported  from  houses 
where  this  process  has  been  applied. 

Although  many  years  have  passed  since  a  case  of  small-pox  has  been 
reported  in  the  town,  still  it  is  liable  to  occur  at  any  time.  Should  small- 
pox appear  we  should  be  prepared  by  being  provided  with  facilities  to  con- 


No.  34.]  HEALTH  OF  TOWNS.  843 

trol  it.  As  it  is  we  are  not  even  provided  with  a  place  where  the  patient 
might  be  safely  isolated  and  cared  for.  A  sectional  building  which  could 
be  stored  in  some  convenient  place,  and  which  could  be  erected  in  a  few 
hours,  should  be  provided.  In  case  the  emergency  should  arise  we  would 
then  be  able  to  meet  it  successfully. 

The  vaccination  of  all  children  who  attend  the  public  and  parochial 
schools  should  be  insisted  upon  as  the  Public  Statutes  provide. 


Ipswich. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  has  been  very  good,  and  complaints 
to  the  board  of  nuisances  have  been  very  few,  and  these  have  been  promptly 
investigated  and  our  decisions  and  requirements  met  in  a  proper  spirit,  and 
oar  instructions  carried  out  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Leominster. 

The  board  works  in  unity  and  with  oneness  of  purpose  for  the  best 
interest  of  the  town  to  preserve  its  health,  to  prevent  the  spread  of  con- 
tagious diseases,  to  keep  the  streets  clean,  and  to  look  after  the  two  per- 
haps most  essential  points  pertaining  to  the  public  health,  namely,  the 
proper  plumbing  of  buildings  and  the  extension  of  sewerage  in  those  por- 
tions of  the  town  most  needing  it. 

Malaria,  which  is  usually  not  prevalent  here  to  any  great  extent,  has  this 
past  year  been  more  in  evidence.  No  deaths,  however,  have  been  reported 
from  this  cause. 

Typhoid  fever  has  increased  in  the  number  of  cases  reported,  but  with 
the  same  number  of  deaths  as  during  the  past  year. 

Though  the  number  of  cases  reported  as  sick  with  some  of  the  contagious 
diseases  has  this  past  year  been  greater,  the  mortality  has  not  increased. 

Lincoln. 

Early  in  the  year  the  board  learned  of  a  contemplated  purpose  to  locate 
an  extensive  slaughtering  establishment  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  near 
the  Weston  town  line.  Assured  that  such  an  establishment  would  be  an 
unmitigated  nuisance  and  detrimental  to  the  town,  the  board  took  joint 
measures  with  the  board  of  health  of  the  town  of  Weston  against  such 
establishment.  Our  town  of  Lincoln,  also,  in  public  meeting  called  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  energetically  opposed  the  same.  The  scheme  seems  to 
have  been  and  it  is  hoped  has  been  abandoned. 

The  board  would  in  conclusion  reiterate  its  suggestion  of  last  year,  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  himself  and  the  community  in  which  he 
lives  to  promptly  report  all  cases  worthy  of  complaint  in  which  disregard 
of  public  right  to  pure  air  and  pure  water  is  manifest. 
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Lowell. 

Lowell  was  the  first  New  England  city  to  try  the  cremating  process  for 
the  destruction  of  garbage,  and  there  is  now  very  little  doubt  that  crema- 
tion is  the  proper  sanitary  method  of  disposing  of  this  waste.  Owing  to 
the  inadequate  size  of  the  furnace  as  well  as  insufi^cient  appropriation  for 
carrying  on  this  work,  Lowell  bums  about  50  per  cent,  of  the  city  garbage, 
meaning  swill  and  market  refuse ;  the  other  half  is  collected  by  licensed 
farmers  who  use  it  as  a  fertilizer  or  feed  it  to  hogs.  During  the  winter 
months  nothing  is  burned  at  the  cremator,  except  the  market  refuse  and 
refuse  from  hospitals  and  those  houses  reported  to  the  health  office  as  con- 
taining a  case  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease. 

The  board  refuses  to  recommend  any  applicant  who  keeps  cows  whose 
milk  is  to  be  sold,  and  also  refuses  a  swill  license  to  collectors  of  grease, 
etc.,  called  "soap  men."  The  ashes  and  refuse  other  than  swill  are  col- 
lected by  the  health  department  and  are  used  for  filling  in  low  lands. 

Two  municipal  questions  of  primary  importance  for  the  health  and  pros- 
perity, consequently  the  growth,  of  any  city  are  those  relating  to  pure 
water  supply  and  proper  sewerage. 

The  necessity  for  medical  inspection  of  schools  becomes  more  apparent 
each  year.  After  studying  the  various  methods  in  use  in  cities  of  this 
country,  we  believe  that  if  a  corps  of  physicians  were  appointed  by  the 
board  of  health  whose  duties  would  consist  of  not  only  inspecting  the 
schools  of  their  respective  districts,  but  should  also  be  held  directly  re- 
sponsible for  the  proper  isolation  of  all  cases  of  infectious  and  contagious 
diseases  occurring  in  their  districts,  the  danger  to  the  public  from  these 
diseases  would  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  This  work  could  be  readily 
done  by  tactful  physicians  without  interference  or  friction  to  the  attending 
physician.  The  great  benefit  a  corps  of  physicians,  as  described  above, 
would  be  to  the  city  of  Lowell  daring  the  summer  months  when  cholera 
infantum  kills  more  infants  than  all  other  causes  added  together,  would 
sufficiently  repay  the  city  for  the  money  expended.  That  cholera  infan- 
tum can  in  a  great  measure  be  eliminated  by  proper  instruction  to  parents 
and  guardians  on  the  errors  of  infant  feeding,  and  that  such  education  can 
be  best  done  by  physicians  mingling  in  the  crowded  districts  with  the 
people  living  there,  does  not  admit  any  doubt. 

The  board  recommends  the  establishment  of  an  infectious  disease  hos- 
pital and  a  public  morgue. 

The  large  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  some  form  that  occur 
annually  in  our  city  has  been  the  subject  of  much  comment.  In  a  city  of 
LowelTs  composition  there  are  necessarily  factors  at  work  which  tend  to 
foster  a  large  death-rate  from  this  cause.  Lowell  is  primarily  and  chiefly 
a  manufacturing  city,  with  the  physical  evils  that  such  a  life  entails.  Long 
hours  of  hard  work  in  illy  ventilated,  over-heated,  dusty  mills,  accompanied 
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with  crowded,  unsanitary  dwelling  quarters,  will  produce  a  soil  favorable 
for  the  reception  and  growth  of  this  germ,  as  well  as  a  most  perfect  oppor- 
tunity to  transmit  it  to  others  in  a  similar  state  of  debility. 

The  Lowell  board  of  health  has  followed  the  stand  taken  by  other  cities 
and  voted  ^'  that  the  deposit  of  sputum  in  street  cars  is  a  public  nuisance, 
source  of  filth  and  cause  of  sickness,  and  hereby  orders  that  spitting  upon 
any  floor  of  any  street  car  be  and  hereby  is  prohibited." 

The  remarkably  low  death-rate  from  cholera  infantum  obtained  in  1897 
has  been  maintained  during  1898.  The  good  results  obtained  in  some  of 
the  larger  cities,  as  well  as  that  in  our  own  city,  in  the  summer  of  1897 
from  fresh-air  excursions  and  in  spreading  knowledge  on  the  care  and 
feeding  of  infants,  would  suggest  that  much  is  possible  in  that  direction. 
We  would  respectfully  ask  that  some  provisions  be  made  for  such  a  pur- 
pose in  the  coming  year. 

It  would  seem  as  if  there  is  every  reason  why  the  milk  inspector  sliould 
be  connected  with  this  department.  With  a  well-equipped  laboratory  for 
biological  research,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  the  public  should  not 
receive  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  a  positive  knowledge  of  the  purity 
of  the  milk  supplied  to  Ix)well. 

Lynn. 

The  hospital  for  contagious  diseases  has  had  another  successful  year. 

There  have  been  admitted  to  the  hospital  during  the  past  year,  49 
patients,  34  cases  of  diphtheria  and  15  cases  suffering  with  scarlet  fever. 

The  quality  of  milk  has  shown  some  improvement  over  that  of  preceding 
years,  and  some  credit  is  due  to  the  milkmen,  who  have  taken  precautions 
to  watch  carefully  their  supply.  In  many  instances  these  dealers  have 
samples  analyzed  at  regular  intervals,  and  by  doing  so  are  able  to  detect  di- 
lution or  adulteration  which  may  be  practised  at  the  dairy.  Several  dairy- 
men have  been  detected  in  this  manner,  and  upon  complaint  of  the  milkmen 
were  brought  before  the  inspector.  There  are,  however,  many  dealers  who 
still  require  attention,  and  whose  milk  supply  indicates  lack  of  care  or  sub- 
sequent modification.  The  use  of  formaline  has  been  resorted  to,  and  all 
dealers  have  been  brought  into  court  and  convicted  who  were  found  using 
it.  During  the  year  35  milk  dealers  have  been  brought  into  court  for  hav- 
ing milk  below  standard  and  for  use  of  foreign  substance.  Two  were  dis- 
charged, 12  put  on  file,  21  fined. 

Malden. 

The  board  contemplates  making  it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  attending 
physicians  in  all  cases  of  diphtheria  to  secure  a  negative  culture  before  the 
quarantine  restrictions  shall  be  removed  from  the  patient  and  the  premises. 

It  is  yet  to  be  hoped  that  a  suitable  plan  may  be  found  where  an  isolation 
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ward  may  be  located.     The  proper  and  humane  care  of  the  unfortunate, 
as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  public,  demand  such  an  institution. 
The  board  advises  the  medical  inspection  of  the  public  schools. 

Marblehead. 

The  health  of  the  town  was  never  better  than  during  the  last  twelve 
months.  It  has  been  wonderfully  fortunate  in  the  small  number  of  con- 
tagious diseases,  there  being  but  a  few  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria 
and  other  diseases  peculiar  to  children. 

There  were  but  5  cases  of  diphtheria  and  1  death.  In  each  and  every 
case  antitoxin  has  been  administered. 

Marlborough. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  contagious  diseases  during  1898,  being  the 
first  for  ten  years  to  have  no  record  of  mortality  resulting  from  con- 
tagious or  infectious  diseases. 

The  greatest  number  of  oases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported  in  Decem- 
ber. The  board  has  continued  to  enforce  the  strictest  quarantine  in  these 
cases  and  has  succeeded  in  staying  the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  with 
the  aid  of  the  new  method  of  disinfection  with  formaldehyde  gas,  the 
danger  of  the  disease  spreading  was  reduced  to  the  minimum. 

The  school  board,  by  its  co-operation  with  the  board  of  health,  has 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  the  prevention  of  the  spreading  of  contagious 
diseases  among  the  children  In  the  public  schools.  As  soon  as  a  case 
appears  in  any  of  the  school  buildings  the  teacher  has  instructions  to  im- 
mediately burn  all  books  and  papers  which  were  used  by  the  child,  also  the 
desk  and  chair  are  washed  with  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate. 

Medford. 

The  freedom  from  contagious  diseases  experienced  by  our  city  during 
the  past  year  is  very  gratifying,  the  total  number  of  cases  of  contagious 
and  infectious  diseases  being  only  72.     Of  the  dreaded  diseases,  diphtheria 

« 

and  scarlet  fever,  there  have  been  42  cases,  of  which  3  were  fatal. 

It  is  evident  that  the  early  discovery  and  care  of  cases  of  contagious  dis- 
eases, so  as  to  prevent  epidemics,  call  for  the  hearty  co-operation  of  teach- 
ers, physicians  and  citizens  with  the  board  of  health. 

During  the  year,  culture  tubes  for  the  bacterial  examination  of  cases 
suspected  to  be  diphtheritic  and  supplies  of  antitoxin  have  been  obtained 
from  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Melrose. 

A  gratifying  feature  of  the  record  of  the  past  year  is  the  unusual  free- 
dom from  the  prevalence  of  contagious  diseases.  The  average  number  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  for  the  last  eight  years  has  been  41.     The  table 
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>how8  the  total  number  for  1898  to  have  been  only  20.  Our  annual  aver- 
ige  of  diphtheria  for  eight  years  has  been  26,  but  last  year  brought  only  5 
^ases.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  eases  of  measles  during  the  last 
»wo  years  has  been  about  700. 

Attention  has  been  called  by  the  secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
k>  the  point  that  the  ice  cut  from  Ell  Pond  (or  Crystal  Lake)  may  be  liable 
^  contamination  from  offensive  discharges  into  the  lake.  These  may  be ' 
presumed  to  occur  from  two  sources,  dwelling-houses  on  its  border  and 
from  two  brooks  pouring  into  the  lake  on  its  northern  and  western  borders. 
The  former  source  of  danger  had  already  been  largely  prevented,  and  any 
possible  cause  of  pollution  still  existing  from  that  source  will  be  very 
promptly  extinguished.  The  latter  source  of  contamination  is  more  diffi- 
:;alt  to  control,  beyond  preventing  brook  pollution,  and  it  may  be  a  ques- 
tion if  this  board  has  full  power  to  enforce  radical  action,  the  authority 
resting  rather  with  the  State  Board.  Manifestly,  ice,  to  be  fit  for  domes- 
bio  use,  should  be  made  only  from  water  that  is  fit  to  drink. 

MiDDLEBOROUGH . 

Not  since  1881  has  this  town  been  so  free  from  contagious  diseases  as 
this  year ;  not  a  single  case  has  been  reported  to  the  board,  but  a  careful 
sind  constant  watch  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village  has  much  to  do 
with  its  present  condition. 

MiLFOBD. 

In  these  days  no  town  of  any  considerable  size  or  importance  is  con- 
sidered to  be  a  desirable  place  for  residential  or  business  purposes  unless 
It  possesses  a  good  water  supply  and  sewerage  system.  The  two  go  together, 
and  are  required  by  the  rules  of  modern  living. 

Milford  has  as  perfect  a  water  supply  system,  with  a  purity  which  prob- 
ably is  not  surpassed  by  any  town  in  New  England ;  but  it  is  wofully 
deficient  in  its  sewerage  facilities. 

New  Bedford. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  received  numerous  complaints  qf  filthy 
docks  caused  by  accumulated  sewage,  and  so  far  as  has  lain  in  our  power 
we  have  endeavored  to  remedy  the  evil.  Unless  the  docks  into  which 
several  of  the  largest  sewers  empty  are  cleaned  of  this  filth  by  spring, 
these  nuisances  along  the  water  front  will  cause  trouble. 

Another  matter  which  to  us  seems  of  vital  importance  in  guarding  the 
health  of  this  community  is  that  of  maintaining  the  streets  in  a  cleanly  con- 
dition. 

Another  matter  which  we  call  to  your  attention  is  the  growing  need  for  a 
contagious  disease  hospital,  as  provided  by  law ;  not  an  elaborate  structure, 
but  a  suitable  place  where  such  eases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  as 
cannot  be  treated  at  their  own   homes  without  great  danger  to  other 
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members  of  the  family,  and  coDsequently  to  the  commanity,  can  be  isolated. 
The  past  year  the  necessity  for  sach  an  Institation  was  very  emphatically 
forced  upon  as,  and  we  hope  in  the  near  future  some  provision  will  be 
made  for  such  a  place  independent  of  any  other  hospital  or  public  institution. 

It  is  our  opinion  that  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  and  the  mortality  from 
this  once  much  dreaded  disease  has  been  greatly  lessened  by  the  use  of 
'  antitoxin,  which  is  prepared  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  furnished 
by  this  board  to  all  physicians  free  of  cost. 

The  first  step  in  the  management  of  contagious  diseases  is  the  notification 
of  each  case,  which  is  incumbent  on  householder  as  well  as  attending 
physician.  But  few  householders  know  this,  but  as  most  physicians  rarely 
neglect  to  report  a  case,  the  board  is  able  to  keep  an  oversight  of  existing 
cases.  In  a  number  of  instances  cases  have  been  discovered  where  no 
physicians  were  employed,  and  generally  this  has  been  in  families  where 
English  is  seldom  spoken. 

The  culture  method  of  assisting  in  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria  should  be 
universally  employed  by  the  physicians  of  New  Bedford. 

During  the  year  the  board  has  adopted  an  order  prohibiting  the  attend- 
ance at  all  schools  of  children  afifiicted  with  whooping-cough.  This  pre- 
caution is  taken  in  all  large  cities  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  we  believe  it 
to  be  a  wise  one. 

No  common  source  of  infection  could  be  discovered  during  the  prevalence 
of  typhoid  fever.  The  cases  were  pretty  evenly  distributed  over  the  city. 
The  milk  supply  was  ascertained  in  each  case  and  only  in  two  instances  it 
was  discovered  that  more  than  one  typhoid  patient  had  been  supplied  by 
the  same  dealer. 

Newton. 

The  bath-house  was  opened  on  June  20.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  persons  using  the  bath-house  during  the  season  :  — 

June, 200 

July, 2.549 

August, 3,985 

September, 2,547 

Total 9,281 

The  board  would  recommend  the  establishment  of  similar  bath-houses  at 
other  points  in  the  city. 

The  milk  farms  have  been  visited  by  the  agent  once  a  month  during  the 
year,  and  a  report  of  their  condition  made  by  him  to  the  board.  In  this 
way  the  board  is  enabled  to  keep  them  in  as  good  condition  as  possible 
under  the  present  methods.  A  much  more  stringent  method  of  control, 
and  one  which  the  board  favors,  has  been  outlined  by  the  Massachusetts 
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Association  of  Boards  of  Health,  but  anfortunately  this  cannot  be  adopted 

withont  certain  changes  in  the  statutes,  which  have  not  as  yet  been  made. 

The  board  adopted  a  rule  in  1897  prohibiting  the  keeping  of  swine  on 

milk  farms,  under  which  it  compelled  the  removal  of  a  large  number  of 

swine. 

North  Adams. 

All  the  bakeries  in  the  city  have  been  inspected,  and  with  few  excep- 
tions were  found  in  good  sanitary  condition,  a  great  improvement  over 
their  condition  in  past  years. 

All  the  stables  in  the  city  in  which  more  than  four  horses  are  kept  have 
been  inspected  by  the  agent,  and  so  far  as  practicable  the  nuisances  con- 
nected therewith  have  been  abated. 

The  milk  ordinance  having  been  passed  by  the  council  and  approved  by 
the  mayor,  it  became  necessary  that  the  stables  of  all  persons  selling  milk 
in  the  city  should  be  inspected,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  the  agent 
of  the  board.  There  were  seventy  stables  inspected,  and  a  report  of  the 
condition  of  each  stable,  together  with  the  orders  which  were  issued  by  the 
board  regarding  them,  has  been  filed  with  the  city  clerk. 

Early  in  April  this  board  applied  to  the  State  Board  for  an  examination 
and  analysis  of  the  ice  and  sources  of  supply,  which  request  was  promptly 
complied  with,  and  samples  were  sent  the  State  Board  and  an  inspection 
was  made  by  them. 

Adjudication  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

City  of  North  Adams, 

Office  of  the  Boakd  of  Health, 

Jane  8,  1898. 

The  board  of  health  of  the  city  of  North  Adams,  acting  under  chapter  16,  as 
amended,  of  the  Revised  Ordinances  of  said  city,  have  caused  to  be  examined  the 
ice  and  sources  of  supply  of  ice  which  is  offered  for  sale  and  distribution  in  said 
city,  and  have  taken  samples  and  have  caused  proper  analysis  of  the  same  to  be 
made,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  herewith  attached 
and  made  part  of  this  report. 

We  find  and  do  adjudicate  that  the  pond  lying  between  the  tracks  of  the  Hoosac 
Valley  Street  Railway  Company  and  the  Fitchburg  railroad,  west  of  Blackinton, 
is  unfit  as  a  source  of  ice  supply ;  the  ice  is  impure  and  unfit  for  use. 

We  find  and  do  adjudicate  that  the  **  lower  pond"  near  Flagg's  meadow  is  unfit 
as  a  source  of  ice  supply ;  the  ice  therefrom  is  impure  and  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

Wo  find  and  do  adjudicate  that  the  Zylonite  Pond  as  it  now  is,  with  the  nuisances 
existing  on  the  shores  thereof,  is  an  unfit  source  of  ice  supply,  and  the  ice  from 
said  pond  until  said  nuisances  are  removed  is  impure  and  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

We  also  find  and  adjudicate  that  the  Kemp  Pond  is  an  unfit  source  of  ice  sup- 
ply ;  the  ice  therefrom  is  impure  and  unfit  for  domestic  use. 

The  ice  cut  from  Stamford  Reservoir  and  Reservoir  Pond,  though  care  should 
be  exercised  in  its  use,  is  not  condemned  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  conditions  surrounding  Hudson  Brook  are  much  more  favorable  than  last 
year,  but  the  adjudication  as  to  that  pond  is  postponed,  as  the  samples  taken  from 
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dut  mtam  wen  dntrcTsd  before  reaohing  the  State  Boar<l.  The  aUentionDt 
Sie  oonnmwr  !•  eepeofaUIy  called  to  the  fu<.'t  that  the  ice  cat  from  the  nuran- 
denmod p(md>,  llionj^  not  n  dangeroiu  aa  Ihat  cut  from  the  condemned  pond^ 
■bonld  nerer  be  and  la  drinUog  water. 

Blarlj  in  March,  owing  to  tbe  fao(  that  ODe  or  more  cases  of  small-pot 
bad  been  reported  in  a  neighboring  town,  tbe  board  thougbt  it  adrisabb 
that  the  soboola  be  Impeoted  and  all  the  cbildreti  that  bad  Dot  been  sue- 
oenfally  vaccinated  ebonid  be  Taooinated ;  this  was  accordingly  done. 

Owing  to  ibe  strennom  etforta  that  have  been  made  and  the  strict  quir- 
antine  tttat  has  been  nudBtklned  nom  of  tbe  diaeasea  bare  been  allowed  to 
•pread  and  no  epidamio  haa  enaned. 

Taking  the  three  prinoipal  diaeaaea,  diphtheria,  acariet  fever  and  typbdd' 
fever,  there  haa  been  only  fi8  per  cent,  as  m&aj  cases  as  last  year. 

NtKWOOD. 

What  oaa  we  aay  ch:  do  to  {weretit  measlee  becoming  epidemic?  Wi 
look  to  the  naothera  very  largdy  for  help  in  preventing  ite  spread.  Haviif 
had  one  experience  with  the  diaeaae,  its  characteristic  cough  sbould  bi 
eariy  reeognited  and  tiie  ohild  k^  quaraatined.  Attendance  oo  public 
and  iHTlvate  ubotde,  intermingling  in  public  halls,  churches,  etc.,  witfe 
others  not  infected,  mart  be  denied  to  Hidbg  suffering  with  the  disenM. 
While  the  diaease  aeema  less  seriona  than  some  of  the  otiier  diseases  witt 
which  most  children  have  to  struggle,  it  may  leave  very  serious  aftK 
effects.  We  sbould  recognize  oar  moral  obligation  and  carefally  restnin 
suspected  subjects  from  mingling  with  those  not  immane.  The  M  idea 
that  all  children  must  have  measles,  as  well  as  all  of  tbe  other  diseaiM 
which  children  may  have,  slioald  not  be  entertained. 


Fauibr. 
It  has  been  our  aim  to  maintain  proper  regard  for  the  laws  of  health  and 
sanitation,  at  tbe  least  hardship  and  inconvenience  to  the  pablic  in  genuil 
consistent  with  the  safegaarding  of  the  commanity  against  anasnal  incraae 
of  contagions  disease.  We  have  been  foriianate  in  escaping  any  epidemic 
of  diphtheria,  and  while  we  have  suffered  from  qnite  tbe  usnal  nombei  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  yet  there  has  been  present  a  mild  form  of  tte 
disease,  with  but  one  fatal  case,  the  virulent  infection  of  some  two  or  thne 
years  since  not  being  manifest. 

PlTTSnELD. 

The  contagious  hospital  has  this  year  been  pat  in  good  state  of  repair. 

House  disinfection,  following  infection  from  contagions  diseases,  ■  * 

matter  to  which  thia  board  haa  given  special  attention.     The  old  mannffof 
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disinfection  by  the  burning  of  sulphur  is  a  thing  of  the  past.  By  the  old 
method,  it  necessitated  the  destruction  of  much  property,  clothing  and 
bedding,  the  cost  of  which  amounted  to  about  forty  dollars  in  each  case 
during  the  year,  aggregating  several  hundred  dollars.  An  agent  was  ap- 
pointed and  instructed  in  the  proper  use  of  formaldehyde,  he  having  dis- 
infected in  ally  up  to  date,  forty-five  tenements,  and  in  no  case  has  there 
been  a  return  of  the  disease  where  such  disinfection  has  been  done  by  our 
agent. 

During  the  past  year  the  board  has  supplied  antitoxin  to  nearly  all  cases 
of  diphtheria  occurring  in  town,  with  the  happiest  results,  and  have  always 
a  supply  on  hand  adequate  for  any  emergency,  which  may  be  had  on  appli- 
cation by  physicians.  Out  of  112  cases  reported,  there  were  only  7  deaths. 
Of  these  fatal  cases,  antitoxin  was  not  used  in  4,  and  in  the  other  3  cases 
administered  too  late  to  be  of  service. 

The  herds  of  the  city  have  been  thoroughly  inspected.  Suspected  ani- 
mals have  been  eliminated.  We  have  studied  the  best  methods  of  reaching 
out-of-town  herds  supplying  milk  to  this  city  for  the  past  five  years.  It  is 
the  idea  of  this  board  to  have  the  milk  supply  of  our  city  and  all  towns  in 
our  immediate  vicinity,  and  in  fact,  by  precept,  example  and  infiuence,  the 
whole  of  Berkshire  County,  free  from  all  suspicion  of  tubercular  trouble, 
to  the  end  that  this  infectious  disease  may  be  eradicated  from  among  our 
inhabitants,  and  health  and  lives  saved  to  usefulness. 

Rockland. 

The  soap  factory  has  been  renovated  and  a  thorough  system  of  venti- 
lating fans  and  blowers  installed  for  conveying  the  noxious  fumes  under 
the  furnaces  and  burning  them  there,  which  we  trust  will  prove  satisfac- 
tory. 

The  board  the  past  year  has  made  a  radical  change  in  the  matter  of  dis- 
infection after  infectious  and  contagious  diseases,  having  adopted,  after 
careful  investigation  among  the  foremost  authorities  in  that  department, 
the  formaldehyde  system  of  disinfection. 

Salem. 

The  city  has  been  wonderfully  fortunate  in  the  small  number  of  con- 
tagious diseases  during  the  past  year. 

There  has  been  one  case  of  typhus  fever,  a  rare  occurrence  in  these  lati- 
tudes.    The  origin  of  the  case  cannot  be  traced. 

The  board  of  health  recommends  immediate  action  looking  to  the  erection 
of  a  contagions  hospital. 

The  rigid  inspection  of  milk  is  becoming  more  important  each  year,  and 
some  measures  should  be  taken  not  only  to  have  more  than  a  perfunctory 
inspection,  as  exists  at  present,  but  the  sources  of  supply  should  be  known 
and  carefully  watched.    The  oflSce  of  inspector  of  milk  should  be  under 
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ttio  sapenriBioii  of  ibis  boaidt  oondnoted  in  nn  ap-to-dttto  maaner,  ui 
rigidly  enforced.  This  matter  ie  of  'great  importanoe,  and  will  well  tvptj 
tiie  city  to  consider  a  ehaoge  from  present  metiiocb. 

SOXKRYXLLB* 

Number  of  nuisaoces  abated, 880 

Number  of  nuisances  referred  to  board  of  1899,     .  .190 

Number  of  nuisauoes  complained  of  , IjOOO 

Number  of  complatnts  (many  coyering  more  than  one  nnisanoe),      618 

Number  of  notices  mailed,  *  M 

Number  of  notices  served  by  constables, SS 

In  addition  to  the  above,  187  dead  animals  have  been  removed  from  thi 
public  streets,  and  many  nuisances  have  been  abated  on  verbal  notice  horn 
the  ligent,  without  action  by  the  Ix>ard,  of  which  no  record  has  been  msde. 

Glanders.  —  Forty-one  cases  of  glanders  have  occurred  during  the  yesr. 
Fkompt  action  was  taken  in  every  case,  and  the  liorses  have  been  killed. 

The  number  of  loads  of  ashes  collected  during  the  year  was  28,204.  Thi 
number  of  loads  of  offal  collected  during  the  year  was  5,409. 

There  are  but  few  privies  remaining  in  the  city,  and  it  ia  the  eacpeetatioB 
of  the  board  tiiat  most  of  these  will  be  removed  during  the  ccMniDg  year. 

An  excellent  sanitary  map  and  a  revised  code  of  health  n^^nlatioiia  se* 

companies  tbis  report. 

Springfield. 

Until  August  15  diphtheria  was  very  infrequent,  but  from  that  date  till 
January  1  the  cases  were  reported  rapidly,  so  that  70  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  last  third  of  the  year.  The  good  effects  of  antitoxin 
promptly  used  is  now  generally  recognized,  and  examination  of  the  fatd 
cases  shows  that,  in  general,  death  only  ensues  in  cases  that  have  been  sick 
several  days  before  receiving  the  remedy. 

The  hospital  for  contagious  diseases  recently  built  is  nearly  ready  for 
use  and  will  provide  an  excellent  place  for  the  reception  and  treatment  of 
cases  of  this  kind.     The  building  provides  for  24  patients. 

'  Taunton. 

The  mortality  for  the  year,  figured  from  our  estimated  population  of 
27,812,  was  16.39  per  1,000,  after  deducting  102  deaths  at  the  State  Insane 
Hospital. 

The  introduction  of  a  portion  of  our  proposed  sewage  system  has  resulted 
in  the  abolishing  of  a  number  of  cesspools  and  privy  vaults,  always  a 
I  source  of  nuisance. 

The  city  has  been  wonderfully  fortunate  in  its  freedom  from  anythii^ 
approaching  epidemic  of  contagious  diseases  of  any  nature  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  was  the  smallest  for  years,  and  but  one 
case  was  fatal. 
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Tewksburt. 

Two  cases  of  typhoid  paeumonia,  occurring  in  the  same  house  within  a 
few  days  of  each  other,  resulted  fatally  soon  after  being  removed  to  the 
hospital.  One  year  previous  there  occurred  a  case  of  typhoid  fever  at  this 
house.  The  premises  were  then  examined,  which  were  not  found  in  a  good 
sanitary  condition.  Several  changes  were  ordered  made,  some  of  which 
were  attended  to.  The  sink  drain  emptied  but  a  few  feet  from  the  back  of 
the  house,  and  the  water  supply  came  from  a  well  close  to  the  head  of  this 
drain,  which,  doubtless,  overflowed,  contaminating  the  water  used  for  drink- 
ing and  domestic  purposes.  The  milk  used  by  the  family  and  that 
sold  to  customers  was  kept  cool  during  the  summer  months  in  a  well  that 
was  a  sewer  for  a  hog  house  and  pen. 

UXBRIDGE. 

Soon  after  the  board  began  its  duties  attention  was  called  to  the  sanitary 
condition  of  several  factory  villages,  and  the  matter  thoroughly  investi- 
gated by  a  house  to  house  inspection.  While  this  disclosed  a  bad  state  of 
affairs,  it  was  not  by  any  means  confined  to  factory  tenement-houses,  but 
included  many  private  residences  occupied  by  the  owners. 

A  bad  sanitary  condition  was  shown  to  be  quite  general  throughout  the 
town,  undoubtedly  made  worse  by  the  remarkably  wet  season.  Within 
less  than  a  month  over  twenty-five  letters  were  written  to  different  parties 
containing  oflQcial  orders  for  improvements  in  drainage  and  disposal  of 
refuse,  including  five  corporations,  and  it  gave  the  board  great  pleasure  to 
find  that  these  orders  were,  almost  unexceptionally,  carried  out  according 
to  specifications.  In  only  one  case  has  it  become  necessary  to  push  the 
matter  to  the  limit  of  the  law  by  court  trial,  and  that  was  in  suppression  of 
an  offensive  piggery,  which  had  long  resisted  all  outside  interference. 

Malaria,  according  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  reports,  has  been  more 
prevalent  here  than  in  any  other  locality  in  the  State.  Much  time  has 
been  employed  by  the  local  chairman  in  the  service  of  the  State  bacteriol- 
ogist in  canvassing  the  more  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  town,  and  this 
has  resulted  in  showing  the  far  greater  frequency  of  cases  in  those  localities 
near  adjoining  pools  of  stagnant  water  than  elsewhere.  This  is  particu- 
larly shown  near  Clark's  Pond,  as  is  graphically  exhibited  by  a  map  con- 
tained in  the  last  board  of  health  report. 

Your  board  has  been  warned  by  the  State  Board  that  we  were  transgress- 
ing the  law  in  regard  to  vaccination,  a  canvass  of  the  centre  schools 
showing  only  160  vaccinated  out  of  600  pupils.  The  school  committee 
were  accordingly  notified,  and  there  the  matter  will  probably  rest  until 
some  day  when  we  have  an  epidemic  of  small-pox,  and  every  one  becomes 
suddenly  willing  to  take  advantage  of  vaccination. 
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Want  of  uniformity  in  the  weight  of  a  loaf  of  bread  by  different  bakers 
has  led  the  board  to  call  the  attention  of  the  dealers  to  the  law,  and  give 
notice  of  its  enforcement  after  Feb.  20,  1899. 

We  ought  to  employ  a  properly  qualified  specialist  to  visit  our  public 
schools  occasionally  and  detect  the  optical  defects  in  pupils,  or  else  pro- 
vide simple  instruction  for  our  teachers  so  that  they  may  do  it  themselves. 

Wakefield. 

The  town  has  been  fortunate  during  the  last  twelve  months  in  the  small 
amount  of  sickness  and  the  absence  of  any  considerable  epidemic  of  dis- 
ease. 

The  board  would  urge  the  necessity  for  the  early  establishment  of  a 
sewer  for  at  least  the  business  portion  of  the  town.  The  method  of  dis- 
posal of  sewage  in  the  centre  of  the  town  is  in  the  opinion  of  this  board  a 
menace  to  public  health  and  entirely  unfit  and  discreditable  to  such  a  com- 
munity as  ours. 

Walpole. 

The  work  of  inspecting  tenements  and  other  places  in  regard  to  drain- 
age and  general  sanitary  conditions,  as  contemplated  the  first  of  the  year, 
has  been  done,  and  about  125  buildings  have  been  inspected.  Many  were 
found  in  good  condition,  and  in  others  the  owners  were  generally  willing 
to  tiorrect  all  defects. 

Waltham. 

Thanks  to  the  slight  amount  of  contagious  disease  that  it  had  to  meet 
in  this  year,  the  board  has  in  the  face  of  its  extremely  small  appropriation 
been  able  to  fulfil  its  duties  in  such  a  way  that  no  serious  detriment  has 
occurred  to  its  efficiency,  yet  in  many  respects  the  work  of  the  board  has 
not  been  all  that  might  be  wished.  This  is  true  particularly  in  the  work  of 
inspection  of  dairies,  sources  of  milk  supply,  bakeries,  which,  being  so 
scattered  in  extent  and  demanding  such  frequent  inspection  on  account  of 
the  nature  of  the  business  carried  on  in  such  places,  make  it  impossible 
that  one  man  with  other  duties  of  this  board  to  attend  to  can  do  all  the 
work  that  would  be  necessary  if  this  part  of  the  work  were  carried  out  in 
the  best  possible  manner. 

This  year  the  board  deemed  it  reasonable  and  necessary  to  pass  a  rule 
regarding  the  deposit  of  sputum  in  public  conveyances,  and  on  April  1 
passed  such  a  rule  in  conformity  to  similar  rules  enacted  by  the  boards  of 
health  of  neighboring  cities  and  towns. 

Another  rule  was  passed  regarding  offensive  trades  on  October  25.  The 
necessity  of  this  order  was  called  to  the  board's  attention  by  the  boards  of 
health  of  neighboring  towns  and  cities  which  had  passed  similar  rules 
lately,  and  became  necessary  owing  to  the  proposed  location  of  a  large 
rendering  establishment  near  the  source  of  our  water  supply. 
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The  general  health  of  the  community  has  been  excellent ;  the  contagious 
cases  have  reached  the  minimum  that  has  occurred  since  1891. 

During  the  year  447  cultures  have  been  taken  and  examined  for  the 
presence  of  the  diphtheria  bacillus.  Of  these,  104  were  positive  and  373 
negative.  The  low  mortality,  6^  per  cent.,  can  be  ascribed  only  to  the 
very  general  and  early  use  of  antitoxin,  which  has  been  freely  furnished  by 
the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Seventy-four  specimens  of  sputa  have  been  examined  for  the  presence  of 

tubercle  bacilli,  of  which  26  were  positive   and  48   negative.      Several 

houses  occupied  by  tubercular  patients  have  been  disinfected  at  the  request 

of  the  attending  physician. 

Ware. 

Early  recognition  and  report  to  the  board  of  all  cases  of  contagious  dis- 
ease must  be  had.  The  agent  of  the  board  has  recently,  by  our  request, 
been  appointed  by  the  selectmen  a  special  police  officer  for  securing  com- 
pliance with  health  laws  and  regulations,  and  for  enforcing  the  orders  of 
the  board  respecting  contagious  diseases  and  its  quarantine. . 

Watertomtn. 
The  board  publishes  a  code  of  its  health  regulations,  revised  to  1898. 

Wellesley. 

The  board  of  health  should  be  entirely  separated  from  the  selectmen  of 

the  town,  and  be  composed  of  three  members,  one  lawyer,  one  business 

man  and  one  physician. 

Whitman. 

The  past  year  has  again  been  a  remarkably  fortunate  one  as  regards  con- 
tagious diseases,  comparing  favorably  with  last  year,  which  was  the  best 
ever  known  in  this  respect. 

The  odorless  excavator  still  continues  to  pay  a  good  margin  over  all 

expenses. 

Winchester. 

At  no  time  within  the  last  five  years  have  we  been  able  to  report  so 
favorably  upon  the  health  of  the  town.  Contagious  diseases  of  the  severer 
type  have  been  very  few  as  compared  with  previous  years. 

Measles,  the  mildest  of  all  eruptive  diseases,  has  had  an  extensive  run 
among  our  school  children,  and  while  the  physicians  have  been  most  prompt 
in  reporting  all  cases  coming  under  their  care,  many  cases  have  occurred  in 
families  where  no  medical  aid  was  called,  and  the  cases  not  reported  to  the 
board  of  health. 

During  the  past  year  every  house  within  which  any  contagious  disease 
has  been  reported  has  been  fumigated  with  formaldehyde. 

With  a  population  of  about  7,000  we  have  had  a  death-rate  of  less  than 
1  per  cent.,  the  whole  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  being  only  65. 
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WiNTHROP. 

The  number  of  houeea  connected  wilh  tLe  public  aewcr  tlic  past  ytu 
-WM  71. 

The  number  and  vsriely  of  complaints  made  to  the  board  the  post  seas«D 
WWe  much  the  aame  oa  prcvioua  BeasooB,  except  that  we  had  but  few  com- 
plajnta  about  the  collection  of  bouse  offal.  All  complaints  were  prompt!; 
ioTcsligated.  and  nuisauecH  ordered  abated. 

The  number  of  cases  of  iufectiouB  diseaBea  reported  to  Ibe  board  dating 

ttt  year  is  remarkably  small,  wilh  the  exception  of  a  larger  number  of 

OMes  of  typboid  fever  tbnn  is  usual ;  this  increase  in  typhoid  cases  cau,  no 

doobt,  be  attributed  to  the  return  to  our  town  and  to  Boston  of  many 

.  Kddiers  suffering  with,  or  convalcacing  from,  attacks  of  typboid  fever. 

WoBOHH. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  of  Wobum  for  the  year  1898  wm 
better  than  any  year  In  the  history  of  the  city. 

In  the  record  of  contagious  diseases  for  the  last  three  years  the  uw  of 
•ntitoxin  has  been  an  important  factor  in  diminishing  the  fatality  of  such 
OUes  to  the  minimum. 

One  thing  to  be  particularly  noticed  is  the  unusually  small  namber  of 
deaths  among  children  of  school  age  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen 
years,  which  has  been  only  4. 

Worcester. 

Last  year  in  our  annual  report  we  recommended  that  a  second  bath-boiue 
be  conatmcted  for  the  use  of  men  and  boys,  and  that  the  one  then  used  by 
them  be  given  to  the  use  of  women  and  girls  exclusively.  Id  accordance 
with  that  recommendation  the  city  council  appropriated  (3,500  for  its  con- 
struction.    It  was  not  completed,  however,  until  late  in  the  season. 

The  practice  of  the  previous  year  was  followed  in  setting  apart  one  fall 
day  each  week  for  the  use  of  women  and  girls,  and  giving  them  a  few  boon 
in  the  early  morning  of  each  day  also  until  the  new  houee  was  finished. 
Total  number  of  bathers  for  season,  25,100. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  this  form  of  exercise  and  recrea- 
tion, and  in  our  judgment  it  would  be  wise,  if  it  were  possible,  to  extend 
it  BO  that  it  might  be  indulged  in  during  the  entire  year. 

These  a  11- the -year-round  bath-bouBes  have  been  in  use  in  the  cities  of 
Europe  for  a  number  of  years  and  latterly  have  met  with  favor  in  sevettl 
cities  of  this  country.  Wherever  introduced  they  have  given  satisfaction, 
and  it  is  our  earnest  hope  that  the  day  is  not  long  distant  when  they  mij 
be  introduced  here. 

One  hundred  cases  of  typboid  fever  were  reported  in  1897,  bat  this  year 
shows  a  considerable  falling  off  from  the  number  reported  then,  as  bot  81 
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vrere  reported  daring  the  year  jost  dosed.  This  is  especially  gratifying, 
BIS  sanitarians  have  agreed  that  the  prevalence  or  non-prevalence  of  this 
iisease  shows  more  clearly  than  anything  else  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
community. 

It  is  also  very  gratifying  because  it  was  expected  that,  owing  to  the  war 
and  the  amount  of  this  disease  that  prevailed  among  the  troops  in  the  field, 
the  disease  would  be  spread  by  returning  soldiers. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Worcester  had  more  than  its  quota  of 
soldiers  in  the  war,  and  also  that  several  of  them  returned  suffering  with 
this  disease,  it  is  a  cause  for  congratulation  that  we  are  able  to  make  so 
good  a  report. 

Two  outbreaks  during  the  closing  months  of  the  year,  the  one  of  diph- 
theria and  the  other  of  scarlet  fever,  both  of  which  are  due  in  our  opinion 
bo  unrecognized  cases  of  these  diseases  in  attendance  at  school,  emphasize 
the  necessity  of  establishing  a  system  of  medical  inspection  in  the  schools 
ol  the  city. 

The  board  of  health  recommends  that  medical  inspection  of  schools  be 
commenced  at  once  in  the  schools  of  Worcester. 


INDEX. 


PAOB 

Abbott,  8.  W.,  the  Vital  Statisticf  of  Massachusetts  for  1897 799 

Abiogton  and  Rockland,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  snpplj  of,  examination  of 161 

Acton,  adrioe  of  Board  with  reference  to  source  of  ice  supply 123,161 

Examination  of  water  from  proposed  source  of  ice  supply 188 

Adams,  health  of 831 

Adams  Fire  District,  Adams,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 162 

Advice  of  the  Board  to  cities,  towns  and  corporations  upon  water  supply,  sewerage, 

etc 3 

Agawam  (Mittineague),  advice  of  Board  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply   •  4 

Examination  of  water  of  a  spring  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply  163 

Amesbury,  health  of 832 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 164 

Amherst,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 164 

Andover,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 66 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 164 

Anthrax,  mortality  from 795 

Antitoxin  in  diphtheria,  report  upon  the  production  and  use  of 724 

Applicationof  septic  sewage  to  filters 440 

Arlington,  health  of 832 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  pollution  of HI 

Examination  of 165 

Arlington,  Robbins  Spring  Water  Company,  advice  of  Board  with  reference  to  protec- 
tion of  the  purity  of  certain  springs 6 

Examination  of  water  of  Robbins  Springs       .........  167 

Ashes,  use  of,  as  filtering  material 473,531 

Ashland  Reservoir,  Metropolitan  Water  District,  examination  of  water  of  .               .  155 

Assabet  River,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  pollution  of 119 

Examination  of 383 

At  Westborough 384 

Below  Hudson 384 

Below  Maynard 384 

Athol,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 168 

Attleborough,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 71 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 169 

Avon,  consumption  of  water  in        •       .       .       • 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 170 

Ayer,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 170 

Bacteria,  application  of,  to  experimental  water  filters 486 

Efficiency  of  water  filters  in  removing 485 

Numbers  of,  in  effluents  from  experimental  water  filters  at  Lawrence  .    497,  514, 632 

Numbers  of,  in  Merrimac  River  water  at  Lawrence,  applied  to  experimental  filters   497,  514 

Numbers  of,  in  Lawrence  sewage 437 

Numbers  of,  in  Lawrence  city  water  supply 488 

Bacterial  filters.    (See  Filters.) 
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Bacteriological  department,  work  of xxr 

Barre,  health  of 8S2 

Examination  of  water  of  Ware  River  at  Cold  Brook  Station 409 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 170 

Belmont,  water  supply  of  (see  also  Watertown  and  Metropoliten  Water  District)        .  171 

Berkshire  Water  Company,  Lee,  water  supply  of,  examination  of         ....  235 

Berlin,  examination  of  water  of  Gates  Pond 225 

Beverly,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of  (see  Salem) 171 

Examination  of  water  of  Longham  Brook  Reservoir 326 

OfWenhamLake 321 

Billerica,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply 6 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  use  of  lead  service  pipes  in  connection  with  the 

public  water  supply 8 

Water  supply  of 171 

Births  in  Massachusetts  in  1897 800 

By  months  (table) 800 

Still-births 800 

By  sexes 80O 

Blackstone  River,  examination  of 386 

AtMillville 388,389,892 

AtUxbridge 388,389.892 

Above  Worcester  Sewage  Purification  Works 388, 389, 390-391 

Below  Worcester  Sewage  Purification  Works 38S,  389, 390-391 

Boston,  water  supply  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District) 172 

Boxford,  examination  of  water  of  Bald  Pate  Pond 172 

Of  Johnson's  Pond 211 

Brain  diseases,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796, 809 

Braintree,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 178 

Examination  of  water  of  Great  Pond 316 

Brant  Rock,  Marshfield,  examination  of  water  supply  of 271 

Bridgewater  and  East  Bndgewater,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 174 

Brockton,  health  of 833 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Examination  of  Salisbury  Plain  River  below 408 

Sewage  purification  at 590 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 175 

Brockton  Hospital  Company,  Brockton,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  plan 

of  sewage  disposal  for  the  Brockton  Hospital 73 

Bronchitis,  mortality  from  (tables) 792, 796 

Brookline,  health  of 838 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 177 

Butter,  inspection  of 704 

Cambridge,  health  of 834 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 178 

Cancer,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796. 809 

Canned  goods,  inspection  of 704 

Canton,  health  of 834 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 183 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  mortality  from  (tables) 792. 796 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  from 760 
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barles  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Milford 393 

At  Newton 394 

At  Waltham 394 

At  We«t  Roxburj 393 

beese,  inspection  of 706 

helsea,  water  supply  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District) 182 

heshlre,  advice  of  board  relative  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply      ...  9 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 182 

Examination  of  water  of  Dry  Brools  Reservoir 162 

bester,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 183 

bestnut  Hill  Reservoir,  Metropolitan  Water  District,  examination  of  water  of  Sud- 
bury Aqueduct  at 159 

!hicopee,  healtb  of 835 

Milk  of 720 

Water  supply  of 184 

Ibild-birtb,  mortality  from  (tables) 808 

Ibocolate,  inspection  of 705 

;bolera  infantum,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796,  808 

Ibolera  morbus,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796 

binders,  use  of,  as  filtering  material 473 

Uties  and  towns,  advised  with  regard  to  water  supply  and  sewerage    ....  3 

Date  of  construction  of  water  works  in 416 

Number  of,  having  public  water  supplies 415 

Statistics  relating  to  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Sewage  purification  of 589 

Mties,  infant  morUlity  of  (table) 802 

Clinton  (Metropolitan  Water  Board),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  system 

of  sewerage  for 98 

Examination  of  water  of  Nashua  River  above  Clinton  (Metropolitan  Water  Dis- 
trict)    138 

Clinton  and  Lancaster,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 185 

?oal,  removal  of  sludge  by  straining  sewage  through 450 

yochituate  Lake,  Way  land,  examination  of  water  of  (Metropolitan  Water  District)    .  158 

i^ooa,  inspection  of 705 

Coffee,  inspection  of 706 

[Rooking  utensils,  inspection  of 706 

Clohasset,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Advice  of  Board  with  reference  to  a  proposed  additional  water  supply  ...  9 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 186 

^oke,  removal  of  organic  matter  by  straining  sewage  through 446 

Commonwealth  Shoe  and  Leather  Company,  Whitman,  advice  of  Board  relative  to 

the  use  of  water  of  certain  wells 64 

Concord,  health  of .  835 

Examination  of  water  from  a  pond  with  reference  to  an  ice  supply  (see  also  Acton, 

page  123) 188 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 74 

Concord  and  Lincoln,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 187 

Confectionery,  inspection  of 706 

Consumption,  examinations  of  sputum  and  other  materials  suspected  of  containing  the 

bacilli  of  tuberculosis  (see  Tuberculosis) 742 

Prevalence  of xxi 

Mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796,  808 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  from 757 

Consumption  of  water  in  various  cities  and  towns,  statistics  relating  to        .       .       .  417 

Copper,  method  for  determination  of,  in  drinking  waters 577 

Cottage  City,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 189 

Creamery  waste,  purification  of 466 
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Cream  of  tartar,  inspection  of 706 

Croap.    (See  Diphtheria  and  Croap.) 

CortlB  Manafactaring  Company,  Woroester,  advice  of  Board  relatire  to  use  of  Cortie 

Fondas  a  source  of  ice  supply 379 

Dalton  Fire  District,  Dalton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 189 

Danvers  and  Middleton,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 190 

Danyers  Lunatic  Hospital,  Danvers,  sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board      ...  79 

Deaths: 

In  Massachusetts  in  1897 801 

By  sexes 801 

By  months  (table) 805 

By  ages  (Uble) 801 

Infiint  mortality 801 

Infant  mortality  of  cities 802 

Infant  mortality  of  towns 804 

Causes  of  death 805 

Deaths  fh>m  ten  prominent  causes,  1888-97  (table) 80S 

General  tables,  1878-97 807-809 

Summary  of  weekly  mortality  reports  from  cities  and  towns 798 

Totel  reported  mortality,  1896 796 

Under  five  years,  reported,  1898 796 

Returns  of,  from  cities  and  towns  having  a  population  of  more  than  5,000    •       .    777-796 

From  typhoid  fever  in  Lawrence,  1887-1898  (table) 49S 

Dedham,  health  of 835 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 190 

Examination  of  water  of  Buckmaster  Pond 300 

Deerfield  River,  examination  of  water  of 395 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  of,  as  a  source  of  ice  supply 127 

Diarrhoea,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796 

Diarrhoeal  diseases,  weekly  summary  of  deaths  from 758 

Diphtheria  and  croup,  prevalence  of xx 

Mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796, 807 

Reported  cases  of 762, 769 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  from 759 

Diphtheria  antitoxin,  report  upon  the  production  and  use  of 724 

Amount  of,  distributed  from  April  1,  1898,  to  March  31,  1899 727 

List  of  cities  and  towns  from  which  reports  were  received  relative  to  use  of  .       .  729 

Cases  in  which  a  bacterial  examination  was  made 730 

Summary  of  the  four  years  ending  March  31,  1899 733 

Cases  in  which  no  bacterial  examination  was  made 733 

Seqnelflc 73& 

Operations 735 

General  summary,  1895-1898 736 

Number  of  diphtheria  cultures  examined  during  the  year  ending  March  31, 

1899 738 

Persistence  of  diphtheria  bacilli  in  the  throats  of  patients  convalescent  from  diph- 
theria          740 

Relation  of  clinical  to  bacteriological  diagnosis 741 

Dracut,  health  of 83& 

Drinking  waters,  methods  for  the  determination  of  lead,  tin,  zinc  and  copper  in  .       .  577 

Drugs :    (See  Food  and  Drug  Inspection.) 

Adulteration  of 68i 

Inspection  of 712 

Work  of  Board  relating  to xxviii 
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)axbar7,  health  of 83fi 

)7senter7,  prevalence  of xxii 

Mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796,  808 

&ast  Bridgewater,  conininptfon  of  water  in  (see  Bridgewater) 417 

Water  supply  of  (see  Bridgewater) 191 

Sasthampton,  water  supply  of 191 

Saston,  North  Easton  Village  District,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 192 

Snfleld,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply 10 

Examination  of  water  from  various  sources  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water 

supply 192 

irysipelasi  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  firom 761 

Sverett,  health  of 836 

Water  supply  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District) 193 

Examination  of  rivers 383 

Szamination  of  water  supplies 131 

(xperiments  upon  the  purification  of  sewage  by  filtration  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment 

Station 483-484 

Szperiments  upon  the  purification  of  water  by  filtration  at  the  Lawrence  Experiment 

Station 485-G37 

Sxpenditures  of  the  Board,  classified  by  departments xxxvii 

•^airhaven,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  the  action  of  the  water  of  the  public  water  supply 

upon  lead  pipes 11 

Experiments  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  water  of  the  public  water  supply 

upon  pipes  of  diflbrent  metals 670 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 193 

•VI  River,  health  of 836 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 194 

i'almoutb,  advice  of  Board  with  reference  to  condition  of  State  waters  at  Little  Harbor  112 

'^liters,  bacterial,  operation  of 450 

Rates  of  operation  of 461 

Effect  of  the  nature  of  filtering  material  upon  results  obtained  by  .               .       .  466 

''iltration  of  water.    (See  Water  Filtration.) 

filtration  of  sewage.    (See  Sewage.) 

iltchbnrg,  health  of 838 

Examination  of  Nashua  River  at 404,  405 

Water  supply  of 196 

^our,  inspection  of 707 

i'low  of  streams 426 

>'ood  and  drug  inspection 6/7 

Work  of  Board  relating  to xxviil 

Number  of  samples  examined 678 

Summary  of  work  during  the  year 678 

Summary  of  work  of  previous  years 679, 680 

Diagram 681 

Cities  and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent  on  account  of  adulterated  milk  .       .  682 
Cities  and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent  on  account  of  adulterated  food,  other 

than  milk 682 

Cities  and  towns  to  which  notices  were  sent  on  account  of  adulterated  drugs         •  688 

Drugs,  adulteration  of 684 

Prosecutions 687 

Summary 690 
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Food  and  drag  inspectioii  —  Concluded. 

Fines 693 

Expenditures 693 

Report  apon  analjses  of  food  and  drags,  by  Albert  E.  Leach,  analyst  ...  697 

Adulterated  milk 697 

Artificially  colored  milk 697 

Milk  with  added  preservative 699 

Local  inspection  of  milk 700 

Milk  from  suspected  producers 702 

Summary  of  milk  statistics 702 

Comparative  fat  determination  by  Adams-Soxhiet  and  by  Babcock  processes    .  703 

Condensed  milk 703 

Summary  of  food  statistics 711 

Inspection  of  drugs 712 

Summary  of  milk,  food  and  drag  statistics 719 

Milk  of  westera  Massachusetts,  report  of  Prof.  C.  A.  Ooessmann  upon  ...  720 

Foxborough  Water  Supply  District,  Foxborough,  consumption  of  water  in         .        .  417 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 196 

Fram Ingham,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Sewage  purification  at 604 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 199 

Reservoir  No.  2  (Metropolitan  Water  District),  examination  of  water  of       .       .  167 

Reservoir  No.  3  (Metropolitan  Water  District),  examination  of  water  of       .        .  151 

Franklin,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 200 

French  River,  examination  of,  at  Webster 395 

Oale  Shoe  Manufacturing  Company,  Haverhill,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  of  water 

of  a  certain  well 17 

Examination  of  water  of  a  well 214 

Gardner,  health  of 838 

Consamption  of  water  in 417 

Sewage  parification  at 621 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 201 

General  report  of  Board vii 

Georgetown,  examination  of  water  of  Bald  Pate  Pond,  Boxford,  with  reference  to  its  use 

as  a  source  of  water  supply 172 

Ginger,  inspection  of 709 

Gloucester,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 80 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 201 

Goessmann,  Prof.  C.  A.,  report  ui>on  milk  of  westera  Massachusetts    ....  720 

Grafton,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 203 

Granville,  examination  of  water  of  Tillottson  Brook 356 

Great  Barrington,  health  of 839 

Greenfield,  health  of 840 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 203 

Groton,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply 12 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 204 

Groveland,  examination  of  water  of  Johnson's  Pond 211 

Hanson,  examination  of  water  of  Maquam  Pond 206 

Harvard,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  a  public  well     ...  13 
Examination  of  water  of  a  public  well  with  reference  to  its  use  for  drinking  pur- 
poses           207 
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L  and  Milton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 229 
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s,  action  of  Board  in  regard  to  applications  for  advice  concerning        .       •  123 
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Meirlmack  ItWer  at,  examination  of  water  of  .       ......        . 

Bxperimentg  npon  pmiflcatlon  of 

Filtration  of  Lawrence  aewage  ........        ... 

DeatbB  from  typhoid  fever  at,  18B7-1S3S  (Ubie) 

Lawrence  dC;  filter,  operation  of,  with  tables  of  dally  nanlta 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  capacity  of 

Lawrence  Experiment  Station,  detailed  account  of  work  at.  In  1898      ....   (JM 

Leach,  Albert  E.,  report  of,  npon  food  and  dmga 

I.ead  pipes,  lovesiigatloD  of  the  action  of  water  on 

Lead  poisoning,  InveatlgaUoni  of  the  Board  relating  to xxi 

Lead,  Un,  zinc  and  copper,  methods  for  the  determination  ol^  In  drinking  waten 
I.ee,  lewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 

Water  snppl;  of,  examination  of 

Lelcetter,  examination  of  water  of  Kent  Beservoir 

Of  Lynde  Brook  storage  reiervoir      .......        ... 

Sewage  pnrlHcatlon  at 

Leicester  Poor  Farm,  Leicester,  sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 
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Leicester  Water  Supply  District,  Leicester,  water  supply  of,  examination  of        •       •  236 

Lenox,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 28 

Examination  of 236 

Leominster,  health  of 843 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 237 

Leprosy,  mortality  from 795 

Lexington,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  ice  supply 126 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 87 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 243 

Ley  den,  Olen  Brook  storage  reservoir,  examination  of  water  of 203 

Life  table,  for  Massachusetts.    (See  Massachusetts  Life  Table.) 

Lincoln,  health  of •  843 

Water  supply  of  (see  Concord) .  247 

Longmeadow,  consumption  of  water  in •       .       .       .  417 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 91 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 247 

Lowell,  health  of 844 

Consumption  of  water  in 417 

Experiments  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  water  of  the  public  water  supply 

upon  pipes  of  different  metals 673 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 247 

Examination  of  Merrimack  River  at 248 

Ludlow,  examination  of  water  of  Chapin  Pond 335 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 92 

Water  supply  of  (see  Springfield) 250 

Ludlow  Manufacturing  Company,  Ludlow,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  sewage  disposal 

ofLudlow 92 

Ludlow  Reservoir,  Ludlow,  examination  of  water  of 333 

Lung  diseases,  acute,  weekly  summary  of  deaths  from 758 

Lyman  School  for  Boys,  Westborough,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board     ...  30 

Lynn,  health  of 845 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  prevalence  of  typhoid  fever  in 31 

Lynn  and  Saugus,  consumption  of  water  in •  417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 251 

Statistics  relating  to  the  diflbrent  sources  of 251 

Mace,  inspection  of 709 

Malaria,  report  upon  work  of  the  Board  relating  to 746 

Malarial  fever,  mortality  from  (Ubles) 792,  796 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  firom 761 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  prevalence  of,  at  Middleborough 113 

Maiden,  health  of 845 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  also  Metropolitan  Water  District)        .       •  262 

Malignant  carbuncle,  mortality  from 795 

Manchester,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of •       .  264 

Mansfield  Water  Supply  District,  Mansfield,  consumption  of  water  in  .       .       .       .  417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 264 

Manual  of  health  laws .  xxix 

Maple  sugar,  inspection  of 707 

Maple  syrup,  inspection  of 707 

Marblehead,  health  of 846 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 37 

Examination  of 264 
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Marblebead  Water  Company,  Swampscott,  water  supply  of,  examination  of        .       .  338 

Marlborough,  health  of 846 

Consumption  of  water  in     ......     - 418 

Examination  of  water  of  Walker's  Broolc  (Metropolitan  Water  District)       .        .  l^ 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 94 

Sewage  parification  at 636 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 265 

Marriages  in  Massachusetts,  1897 799 

By  months  (table) 799 

Marshfield,  Brant  Roclc,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 271 

Massachusetts  life  table  based  upon  the  experience  of  the  flye-year  period  1893-97   •   799, 810 

Number  of  suryiFors  at  different  ages  of  life  out  of  10,000  bom        ....  818 

Diagram • 819 

Tables 822-827 

Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-minded,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  tak- 
ing of  certain  lands  in  Templeton  for  the  location  of  a  colony  from  the 

school 128 

Massachusetts,  vital  statistics  of.    (See  Vital  Statistics.)    - 

Maynard,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Examination  of  Assabet  River  at ,       .  385 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 271 

Measles,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796, 807 

Reported  cases  of 762, 769 

Medfield,  examination  of  water  firom  a  spring  used  as  a  source  of  water  supply  .       .  272 

Sewage  purification  at .  646 

Medfield  Insane  Asylum,  Medfleld,  water  supply  of,  examination  of    ...        .  273 

Medford,  health  of 846 

Consumption  of  water  in .  418 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 38 

Examination  of  (see  also  Metropolitan  Water  District) 273 

Melrose,  health  of      .        . 846 

Water  supply  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District) 274 

Merrimack  River,  examination  of  (see  also  Lawrence  and  Lowell)        ....  400 

At  Haverhill 402 

At  Lawrence 233 

At  Lowell 248 

Average  weekly  flow  of,  1898 427 

Experiments  upon  parification  of  water  of 495 

Metbuen,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 274 

Metropolitan  Sewerage  Commission,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  overflows  and  regu- 
lators for  the  Neponset  valley  metropolitan  sewer 96 

Metropolitan  Water  Board,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  system  of  sewerage 

for  Clinton 98 

Metropolitan  Water  District,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 133 

Description  of 133 

Population  of  cities  and  towns  included  in 136 

Statistics  relating  to 135 

Examination  of  water  of  Quinepoxet  River  in  Holden     ......  137 

Stillwater  River  in  Sterling * 137 

Nashua  River,  South  Branch  of,  above  Clinton     . 138 

Walker's  Brook,  Marlborough 138 

Sudbury  Reservoir 139 

Stony  Brook  at  head  of  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  3,  Southborough         .        .  151 

Framingbam  Reservoir  No.  3,  Framingham 151 
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Examination  of  water  of  Indian  Brook  at  head  of  Hopkinton  Reservoir      .       .  152 

Hopkinton  Reservoir 153 

Cold  Spring  Brook  at  head  of  Ashland  Reservoir 154 

Ashland  Reservoir 165 

Sudbury  River  at  head  of  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2 156 

Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2,  Framingham 157 

Lake  Cochituate  in  Wayland 158 

Sudbury  Aqueduct  at  Chestnut  Hill  Reservoir 159 

Spot  Pond,  Stoneham 160 

Faucet  at  State  House,  Boston 160 

Height  of  water  in  Sudbury  Reservohr      • 150 

[iddleborough,  health  of 847 

Consumption  of  water  in    .       .       •       . 418 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  pollution  of  the  Nemasket  River,  and  the  preva- 
lence of  malarial  fever  in  that  town         113 

Examination  of  Nemasket  River  at 406 

liddleborough  Fire  District,  Middleborough,  water  supply  of,  examination  of    .       .  275 

liddleton,  consumption  of  water  in 417 

Water  supply  of  (see  Danvers) 275 

iilford,  health  of 847 

Examination  of  Charles  River  at 393 

llilford  and  Hopedale,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

liilk,  report  of  analyst  upon 697 

Adulterated         .       .       .       .f 697 

Milk  preservatives 699 

Inspection  of 697 

From  cities,  700 ;  from  towns,  701 ;  from  suspected  producers     ....  702 

Summary  of  milk  statistics 702 

tf  ilk,  condensed,  inspection  of 703 

liillbury,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 276 

Miller's  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Orange 403 

Willis,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 276 

tf illville,  examination  of  BUckstone  River  at 388,  389,  392 

lillton,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  (see  Hyde  Park) 276 

If itUneague  (Agawam),  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply      •       .  4 

Examinationofwaterof  a  spring  with  reference  to  a  proposed  water  supply        .  163 

kfolasses,  inspection  of 707 

If  onson,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 276 

If  ontague,  milk  of 721 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

If ontague.  Turner's  Falls  Fire  District,  water  supply  of,  examination  of      .       .       .  277 

If ontrose,  examination  of  Saugus  River  at 259 

If ortality  reports : 

Statistics  of  disease  and  mortality •  75I 

Summary  of  weekly  reports  of  cities  and  towns 753 

Total  deaths 756 

Deaths  of  children  under  five  years 756 

Consumption 757 

Acute  lung  diseases 758 

Diarrhceal  diseases 758 

Typhoid  fever 759 

Diphtheria  and  croup 759 

Scarlet  fever 760 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  ............  760 

Whooping-cough,  malarial  fever,  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever    ....  761 
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Mastard,  inspection  of •  709 

Myxoedema,  mortality  from     • 795 

Nahant,  consamption  of  water  in  (see  Swampscott) 418 

Water  supply  of  (see  Swampscott) 277 

Nantncket,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 278 

Nashua  River,  examination  of .        .       •       . 404 

North  Branch,  above  Pitch  burg 404 

North  Branch,  below  Fitchburg 405 

North  Branch,  at  Lancaster 405 

South  Branch,  at  Lancaster 406 

South  Branch,  above  Clinton  (Metropolitan  Water  Dlitrict) 138 

Natick,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supplj 39 

Sewage  puriflcation  at 650 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 280 

Needhara,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  proposed  additional  water  supply        ....  41 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of       .........       .  284 

Nemasket  River,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  pollution  of,  at  Mlddleborough        .        .  113 

Examination  of,  at  Middleborough 406 

Neponset  River,  examination  of,  at  Hyde  Park 407 

New  Bedford,  health  of 847 

Consumption  of  water  in   ...       • 418 

Experiments  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  water  of  the  public  water  supply 

upon  pipes  of  different  metals 575 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 286 

Newburyport,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 288 

Newton,  health  of 818 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Examination  of  Charles  River  at 394 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 289 

North  Adams,  health  of 849 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  ice  supply  of 125, 127 

Examination  of  water  from  various  sources  with  reference  to  ice  supplj        ,        .  291 

Examination  of  Hoosac  River  at 397 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 290 

Northampton,  milk  of 721 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  the  sewage  disposal  of  a  certain  mill  in  that  city .        .  102 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of        .... 292 

North  Andover,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply     ....  43 

Advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  of  lead  for  service  pipes  ......  44 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 295 

North  Attleborough,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 295 

Northborough,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  condition  of  the  sewer  beds  at  Westborough  119 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 296 

North  Brookfield,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Sewage  purification  at         .        . 663 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of       ... ,  297 

North  Easton  Village  District,  Easton,  water  supply  of,  examination  of      .        .        .  192 

North  field,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply 46 

Examination  of  water  of  Warwick  and  Minot  brooks  with  reference  to  a  proposed 

water  supply      .       •       ,       , 299 
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Oldham  Pond 807 

Silver  Lake 306 
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il,  Vt.,  examination  of  water  of  Broad  Brook 291 

V  Hill  Water  Company,  Amesbnry,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  .       .       •  164 

tutions 687 

icetown,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

ater  supply  of,  examination  of 311 

sral  fever,  mortality  flrom  (tables) •       .   792,  796 

eekly  summary  of  deaths  from 761 

Ation  of  sewage  and  water.    (See  Sewage,  Experiments  upon  Filtration  of;  and 

Water,  Experiments  upon  Filtration  of.) 

ation  of  sewage  of  cities  and  towns  in  Massachusetts 589 

ft  consumption  of  water  in 418 

ater  supply  of,  examination  of 313 

)aug  River,  examination  of,  below  Southbridge 407 

)oxet  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Holden  (Metropolitan  Water  District)  .  137 

til,  normal,  in  Massachusetts  .       .       •       .       • 419 

t  nine  places  in  Massachusetts,  geographically  selected 420 

ilph  and  Braintree,  examination  of  water  of  Great  Pond 316 
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Randolph  and  Holbrook,  consumption  of  water  in  • 418 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 315 

Reading,  consamption  of  water  in 418 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 316 

Recommendations  of  the  Board  to  the  Legislature xxxTiii 

Revere  and  Winthrop,  consamption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of  (see  also  Metropolitan  Water  District)        .       .  318 

Riyers,  examination  of 383 

Flow  of  (see  also  Sudbury  and  Merrimack  Rivers) 426 

Rhode  Island,  State  Board  of  Health  of,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  pollution  oi  Ten 

Mile  River 117 

Robbins  Spring  Water  Company,  Arlington,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  protection  of 

the  purity  of  certain  springs 5 

Examination  of  water  of  springs  of  the 167 

Rockland,  health  of 851 

Consamption  of  water  in  (see  Abington)  ...•.••..  417 

Water  supply  of  (see  Abington) 319 

Rockport,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 320 

Routine  work  of  the  Board xxxiv 

Rowley,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  of  water  of  certain  wells 49 

Examination  of  water  from  certain  wells  in 322 

Rutland,  consamption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 322 

Salem,  health  of 851 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Salem  and  Beverly,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 323 

Salisbury  Plain  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Brockton 403 

Saugus,  consamption  of  water  in  (see  Lynn) 417 

Examination  of  water  of  Saugus  River  at 260 

Water  supply  of  (see  Lynn) 326 

Saugas  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Montrose 259 

At  Saugus 260 

At  line  between  Saugus  and  Wakefield 250 

Scarlet  fever,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796,  807 

Reported  cases  of 762,  769 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  from 760 

Septic  treatment  of  sewage 43S 

Sewage : 

Experiments  upon  filtration  of,  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  ....    433-4S4 

Purification  of  sewage 433 

Character  and  composition  of  sewage 433 

Fresh,  stale  and  septic  sewage 434 

Septic  tank  system  .............  438 

Application  of  septic  sewage  to  filters 440 

Sludge  in  tubes 442 

Conclusions 445 

Removal  of  organic  matters  in  suspension  by  straining  through  coke        .        .  446 

Removal  of  sludge  by  straining  through  coal 450 

Bacterial  filters 450 

Rates  of  operation  of 451 

Efibct  of  the  nature  of  filtering  material  upon  results  obtained  by  bacterial 

filters 456 

Action  of  iron  in  filters 458 

Purification  of  wool  liquor 460 

Tannery  sewage 463 


INDEX.  873 

7oncluded. 

ments  upon  filtration  of,  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station  —  Concluded. 

strainer  receiving  tannery  sewage 464 

e  liquor  from  paper  mill 465 

i  cation  of  creamery  waste 466                            ! 

irs  and  ashes  as  filtering  materials 473                            I 

ation  of  large  intermittent  filters 474 

*^o.  1,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  coarse  sand    .       .       •  477 

yses  of  sewage  applied  to  filter 437                            | 

age  purification 475 

^o.  2,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  fine  sand       .       .       .  478 

age  purification 475 

^^o.  4,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  Tery  fine  sand  with  j 

renches  filled  with  coarse  sand 479                             < 

age  purification 475 

<o.  5  A,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  fine  gravel .       .       .  4S0 

age  purification 475 

So.  5  B,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  cinders  and  fine  ashes  481 

age  purification 475 

No.  6,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  mixed  coarse  and  fine 

and 482 

yses  of  sewage  applied  to  filter 437 

age  purification 475 

!4o.  9,  A,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  medium  fine  sand     .  483 

yses  of  sewage  applied  to  filter 437 

age  purification 475 

^o.  10,  experiments  upon  purification  of  sewage  by  mixed  coarse  and  fine 

land 484 

age  purification 475 

rification  of  dties  and  towns  in  Massachusetts 589 

ckton 690 

mingham  .       • 604 

dner 621 

.^ster 632 

rlborougb 636 

Ifield 646 

ick 650 

th  Brookfield 663 

ncer 666 

)tborough 671 

nd  sewage  disposal,  action  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  applications  for  advice 

^noerning 65 

nd  water  supply,  report  upon 3 

r  of  work  of  Board  relating  to xxx 

38umption  of  water  in 418 

supply  of,  examination  of 327 

rater  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 51 

nation  of •       •        .       .        .  327 

examination  of  water  of  Farm  Pond 273 

prevalence  of,  in  Massachusetts ix 

)f,  reported  to  the  Board  in  1898 x 

9nce  of,  in  other  States xii 

ity  from  (tables) 807 

ed  cases  of •       .  769 

,  health  of 862 

supply  of  (see  Metropolitan  Water  District) 328 

on,  examination  of  water  of  Fomar  Reservoir 224 


874  INDEX. 

FAU 

Sonthborongh,  examination  of  water  of  Stony  Brook  at  bead  of  Framingham  Reser- 

voir  No.  3  (Metropolitan  Water  District) 151 

Southbridge,  examination  of  water  of  Qoinebaag  RiFer  at 407 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board  .       .       .       •       • lOS 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of •       •        .        .       .  328 

Sontb  Hadley  Falls  Fire  District,  South  Hadley,  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board     •  51 

Examination  of 328 

Spencer,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 331 

Sewage  purification  at        .       •       •       • 666 

Spices,  ground,  inspection  of 708 

Spot  Pond,  Stoneham,  examination  of  water  of  (Metropolitan  Water  District)     .       .  160 

Springfield,  health  of 832 

Milk  of 721 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 103,106 

Springfield  and  Ludlow,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 331 

Statistical  summaries  of  disease  and  mortality 751 

Summary  of  the  weekly  mortality  reports  from  cities  and  towns    ....  753 

Fatality  (ratio  of  deaths  to  cases)  from  certain  infectious  diseases  in  1898     .       .  762 

Certain  infectious  diseases  reported  to  local  boards  of  health  in  1898  ...  762 
Reported  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  Massachusetts  for  1898;  diphtheria  and 

croup,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever  and  measles 765 

Reported  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  Massachusetts  for  eight  years,  1891-98; 

diphtheria  and  croup,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever  and  measles     •       .       .  766 

Fatality  from  diphtheria  and  croup  in  England  for  1890-97  .....  768 
Fatality  from  diphtheria  and  croup,  scarlet  fever  and  typhoid  fever  in  England 

for  1890-97 768 

Reports  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  firom  cities  and  towns  under  the 

provisionsofchapter302ofthe  Acts  of  1893 769 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  reported  to  this  Board  from  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  cities  and  towns  during  1898 772 

List  of  towns  from  which  no  reports  were  received 775 

Returns  of  deaths  from  cities  and  towns  having  a  population  of  more  than  5,000  .  777 

Names  of  reporting  towns  and  cities  with  estimated  population  for  1898     .        .  782 

Total  deaths,  deaths  by  sexes  and  age  periods,  and  still-births  (table)        .       .  7S4 

Deaths  by  months  (table) 788 

Deaths  from  specified  causes  (table) 792 

Causes  of  death,  death-rates,  and  percentages  of  total  mortality  (table)      .        .  796 

Statistical  tables  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30, 1898 xxxv 

Sterling,  examination  of  Stillwater  River  at  (Metropolitan  Water  District)  ...  137 

Still-births  in  cities  and  towns  having  a  population  of  over  5,000  (see  also  Births)       .  784 

Stillwater  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Sterling  (Metropolitan  Water  District)   .  137 

Stockbridge,  water  supply  of,  examination  of         . 337 

Stoneham,  consumption  of  water  in  (see  Wakefield) 418 

Examination  of  water  of  Spot  Pond  (Metropolitan  Water  District)        ...  160 

Water  supply  of  (see  Wakefield) 337 

Stoughton,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 338 

Sudbury  Reservoir  (Metropolitan  Water  District),  examination  of  water  of        •        .  139 

Heightof  water  in 150 

Sudbnry  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  head  of  Framingham  Reservoir  No.  2 

(Metropolitan  Water  District) 156 

Average  monthly  flow  of,  in  1898 426 

Average  weekly  fiow  of  Sudbury  River  and  Merrimack  River,  1898       ...  427 

Rainfall  received  and  collected  on  water-shed  of,  1898 428 

Yield  of  water-shed,  1876-98 429 

Summary  of  food  statistics 711 


INDEX. 


875 


s 


PAOB 

Inmmaiy  of  water  supply  statistics ...» 415 

Inmmary  of  weekly  mortality  reports  fh>in  cities  and  towns 763 

Iwampscott  and  Nahant,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 338 

(jrmp,  inspection  of 707 

Tannery  sewage,  purification  of 483 

Applied  to  coke  strainer 464 

*atnQck  Brook  storage  resenroir,  Holden,  examination  of  water  of       ...       .  377 

rannton,  health  of 852 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Examination  of  water  of  Taunton  Riyer  at 408 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 341 

Taunton  River,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Taunton 408 

Tea,  inspection  of 708 

ren  Mile  River,  advice  of  Board  to  State  Board  of  Health  of  Rhode  Island  rehitive  to 

pollution  of 117 

Tetanus,  mortality  fh>m 795 

Antitoxin,  distribution  of xxvi 

rewksbury,  health  of 868 

?in,  lead,  zinc  and  copper,  method  for  determination  of,  in  drinking  waters        .       .  577 

Tisbury,  consumption  of  water  in    .       . .  418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 842 

Towns,  advised  with  regard  to  water  supply  and  sewerage.    (See  Cities  and  Towns.) 
Tnbercnlosis,  examination  of  sputum  and  other  materials  suspected  of  containing  the 

bacilli  of 742 

Tamer's  Falls  Fire  District,  Montague,  water  supply  of,  examination  of     .       .       .  277 

Typhoid  fever,  prevalence  of xil 

Cases  of,  reported  weekly  to  the  Board xx 

Circular  relating  to xv 

Deaths  and  death-rates  from,  in  Massachusetts  cities,  1871-95  (table)    .       .       .  xiil 

Deaths  and  death-rates  from,  in  Massachusetts  cities,  1896-98  (table)    .       .       .  xiv 

Deaths  from,  in  Lawrence,  1887-98  (table) 493 

Mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796,  807 

Reported  cases  of 762, 769 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  flrom 759 

Advice  of  Board  reUtive  to  prevalence  of,  in  Lynn 31 

In  Haverhill 13 

Typhus  fever,  mortality  from 795 

Jxbridge,  health  of 853 

Examination  of  water  of  Blackstone  River  at 388,389,392 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 343 

Hnegar,  inspection  of 708 

rineyard  Haven  Water  Company,  Tisbury,  examination  of  water  supply  of  Tisbury  342 
^ital  statistics  of  Massachusetts  for  1897,  with  a  life  table  based  upon  the  experience 

of  the  five-year  period  1893-97,  by  S.  W.  Abbott 799 

Population,  Massachusetts,  1897       • 799 

Marriages 799 

By  months  (table) 799 

Births 800 

By  months  (table) 800 

Still-births 800 

By  sexes 800 


876  INDEX. 

PAOI 

Vital  statistics  of  Massachnsetts  for  1897,  etc  ^  Concluded. 

Deaths 801 

fiy  sexes 801 

By  ages 801 

In  faDt  mortality      .       .       • 801 

Infantmortality  of  cities,  1891-97  (table) 802 

Infant  mortality  of  towns,  1891-97  (table) 801 

By  months  (table) 805 

Caases  of  deaths      ..••.,......•.  80d 

Mortality  from  ten  prominent  caases  (table) 806 

Statistics  of  certain  causes  of  death,  Massachnsetts,  1878-97  (tables)  .        .       .    807-809 


Wakefield,  health  of 854 

Examination  of  Sangns  River  at  line  between  Saagas  and 260 

Sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 106, 108 

Wakefield  and  Stoneham,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 343 

Wales,  sewage  disposal  of,  advice  of  Board 110 

Waipole,  health  of 854 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 344 

Waltbam,  health  of 884 

Consumption  of  water  in    .... 418 

Examination  of  water  of  Charles  River  at 394 

Of  Hobbs  Brook 181 

Of  Stony  Brook  storage  reservoir 181 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of       .       • 344 

Wannacomet  Water  Company,  Nantucket,  water  snpply  of,  examination  of        .        .  278 

Ware,  health  of 855 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Examination  of  Ware  River  at 409 

Water  snpply  of,  examination  of 347 

Warebam,  advice  of  the  Board  relative  to  proposed  extension  of  the  water  supply       .  53 

Wareham,  Onset  Bay  Fire  District,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of       ... 348 

Ware  Kiver,  examination  of  water  of,  at  Cold  Brook  Station,  Barre      ....  409 

At  Ware 409 

Water : 

Experiments  upon  the  filtration  of,  at  Lawrence  Experiment  Station      .        .        .    485-537 

Outline  of  objects,  plans  and  results  of  experiments 4So 

Lawrence  city  filter,  operation  of,  wiih  tables  of  daily  results         ....  486 

Detailed  account  of  the  work  of  the  several  filters,  1898 491-530 

Filtration  through  ashes 531 

Method  of  differentiation  of  bacillus  coii  communis  used  to  determine  the  pres- 
ence of  sewage  bacteria  in  water 533 

Cultural  characteristics 533 

Method  employed  in  testing  waters 534 

Preparation  of  media 635 

Precautions  and  hints  on  manipulation . 637 

Deaths  from  typhoid  fever  in  Lawrence,  1887-98  (table) 493 

Water,  purification  of,  by  sand  filtration 485 

Water  supplies,  examination  of 131 

Water  supply,  action  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  applications  concerning       ...  4 

Report  to  the  Legislature  upon 3 

Review  of  the  work  of  Board  relating  to xxx 


INDEX.  877 

PAOB 

rater  snpplj  statistics,  snmraaiy  of 415 

Records  of  rainfall 419 

Flow  of  streams .       .       •       • 426 

V'atertown,  health  of • 855 

¥atertown  and  Belmont,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 349 

WtLter  works : 

Consumption  of  water,  statistics  relating  to -  417 

Date  of  introduction  of,  into  cities  and  towns 416 

Number  of 415 

Ownership  of 416 

V^ayland,  examination  of  water  of  Lake  Cochituate  (Metropolitan  Water  District)     .  1'58 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 350 

Webster,  consumption  of  water  in 418 

Examination  of  water  of  French  River  at 895 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of ^^l 

nrellesley,  health  of 855 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 3^2 

nTenham,  examination  of  water  of  Longham  Brook  Reservoir      .       •       •       .       .  326 

OfWenhamLake 324 

filTenham  Lake,  Beverly  and  Wenham,  examination  of  water  of 324 

SITestborough,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  condition  of  the  sewer  beds  at      .       .       •  119 

Examination  of  water  of  Assabet  River  at 384 

Sewage  purification  at 671 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 354 

^est borough  Insane  Hospital,  Westborongh,  water  supply  of,  examination  of  .       .  355 

S^estborough  (The  Lyman  School  for  Boys),  water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board  .       .  30 

B^estfield,  milk  of 721 

Examination  of  water  of  Westfleld  River  at 410 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 355 

Westfleld  River,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  of,  as  a  water  supply  at  times  of 

Are 67 

Examination  of  water  of,  at  Westfleld 410 

At  West  Springfield 411 

Westminster,  examination  of  water  of  Meetinghouse  Pond 198 

Weston,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  water  supply  for  several  houses  in      •  54 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Weston  Aqueduct  Company,  Weston,  water  supply  of,  examination  of        .       •       .  357 

West  Roxbury,  examination  of  water  of  Charles  River  at 893 

West  Springfield,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  a  proposed  extra  supply  of  water  at  times 

offlre 67 

Examinationofwater  of  Westfleld  River  at 411 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 65,  67,  59 

Examination  of 357 

Weymouth,  water  supply  of,  examination  of 359 

Whitman,  health  of 866 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Examination  of  water  of  Maquam  Pond,  Hanson,  with  reference  to  its  use  as  a 

source  of  water  supply      •       •       •       • 206 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board 61 

Examination  of 360 

hitman  (Commonwealth  Shoe  and  Leather  Company) ,  advice  of  Board  relative  to 

use  of  water  of  certain  wells 64 

Examination  of  water  firom  certain  wells .       .       . 361 

Whooping-cough,  mortality  from  (tables) 792,  796,  809 

Weekly  summary  of  deaths  f^om 761 


• 


878  INDEX. 

TAQM 

WiUiamstown,  examination  of  water  of  Hooflac  River  at 397 

Water  sapply  of,  examin^tioD  of 361 

Wilmington,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  of  water -of  a  certain  well  .       ...  65 
Examination  of  water  flrom  a  certain  well  with  reference  to  its  use  for  a  water 

snpplj 363 

Winchendon,  consomption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of 363 

Winchester,  health  of 855 

Water  supply  of,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  pollution  of 121 

Examination  of      .       .       • 363 

Winthrop,  health  of 856 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of  (see  Revere  and  Metropolitan  Water  District)      ....  368 

Wobum,  health  of 856 

Consumption  of  water  in •       •        .  418 

Water  supply  of,  advice  ofBoard  relative  to  pollution  of 122 

Examination  of 368 

Wool  scouring  and  rinsing  works,  purification  of  waste  liquor  from      ....  400 

Worcester,  health  of 856 

Consumption  of  water  in 418 

Water  supply  of,  examination  of       •       « 371 

Worcester,  Curtis  Manufacturing  Company,  advice  of  Board  relative  to  use  oC  A  certain 

pond  as  a  source  of  ice  supply 127 

Examination  of  water  of  Curtis  Pond 379 

Worcester  Sewage  Precipitation  Works,  analyses  of  sewage  and  effluents  at        .       .  386 

Examination  of  Blackstone  River  at 388,389,890,391 

Zinc,  lead,  tin  and  copper,  method  for  determination  of,  in  drinking  waten         •       •  677 


DO  NOT  REMOVE 

OR 
MUTILATE  CARD 


